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PREFACE 


SECOND  SERIES  OF  THE  LIVES  OF  THE  CHANCELLORS. 


I  NOW  lay  before  the  Public  the  second  part  of  my  Biogra- 
phical Work,  extending  from  the  Revolution  of  1688  till  the 
death  of  Lord  Thurlow  in  1806,  and  containing  the  Lives  of 
two  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Great  Seal,  of  one  Lord 
Keeper,  and  of  twelve  Lord  Chancellors.  My  anxiety  upon 
this  occasion  is  greatly  increased  by  the  very  favourable  re- 
ception experienced  by  me  on  my  first  appearance  as  an 
author.  I  am  somewhat  disheartened  by  the  consideration 
that  the  Chancellors  of  the  18th  century  are  much  less  im- 
portant characters  than  a  Becket,  Wolsey,  More,  Bacon, 
Clarendon,  Shaftesbury,  and  Jeffreys  :  but  I  am  encouraged 
by  reflecting  that  the  interest  taken  in  men  and  in  events 
increases  as  they  come  nearer  to  our  own  "  business  and 
bosoms  ;" — and  I  have  to  announce  that  Avhereas,  formerly,  I 
could  only  make  use  of  materials  accessible  to  all,  I  am  now 
])ut  into  possession  of  an  immense  mass  of  original  documents, 
throwing  a  new  light  upon  tlie  history  of  the  country  and 
the  manners  of  successive  generations.  Xo  language  could 
express  the  deep  sense  I  entertain  of  the  confidence  and 
kindness  shown  me  l)y  Individuals  of  all  parties  in  the  state 
who  were  the  masters  of  these  treasures. 

In  the  first  place,  I  nuist  return  thanks,  though  very 
iua(liM[uately,  to  Lord  Viscount  Dungannon,  for  the  com- 
miuiication   of   several   letters   of   his  ancestor.   Lord   Coin- 
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missloner  Trevor,  and  the  "  Minute  of  Consultation"  between 
that  extraordinary  person  and  the  Princess  Anne  of  Den- 
mark, respecting  her  auccession  to  the  throne.  —  I  have  been 
able  to  rectify  several  mistakes  in  the  early  career  of  Lord 
Somers,  by  inquiries  which  Heads  of  Houses  have  most  pa- 
tiently and  obligingly  carried  on  for  me  at  Oxford,  and  to  add 
fresh  lustre  to  the  name  of  this  great  patriot  by  a  number  of 
his  letters  relating  to  the  Union  with  Scotland,  from  the  mu- 
niments of  the  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville,  to  whose  ancestor 
they  were  addressed.  —  To  the  Earl  Cowper  I  am  indebted 
not  only  for  a  copy  of  the  Diary  of  Lord  Chancellor  Cowper, 
which  Imd  been  printed  for  private  circulation,  but  for  the 
inspection  and  free  use  of  a  Memorial  written  by  him  on  the 
state  of  parties  for  the  information  of  George  I., —  of  the 
Diary  of  the  Countess  Cowper,  his  second  wife,  Lady  of 
tlic  Bedchamber  to  the  Princess  Caroline,  afterwards  Queen 
of  George  II.,  —  and  of  a  correspondence  between  him  and 
liis  father  and  mother,  and  both  his  wives,  extending  over  a 
period  of  above  fifty  years.  —  My  Life  of  Lord  Chancellor 
Harcourt  is  enriched  by  much  valuable  information,  derived 
by  me  from  the  family  of  the  present  venerable  Archbishop 
of  York,  who  arc  sprung  from  him,  and  now  bear  his  name. 
—  With  Lord  Chancellor  Macclesfield's  own  representa- 
tive no  papers  are  preserved  to  assist  in  clearing  up  the  ob- 
scure i)avts  of  his  career ;  but  for  his  Life,  and  still  more  for 
tliat  of  his  immediate  successor.  Lord  Chancellor  King,  I 
have  derived  invaluable  assistance  from  the  MSS.  of  the  Earl 
of  Lovelace,  containing  many  letters  from  John  Locke,  the 
pliilost)pher.  Sir  liobcrt  AValpole,  and  other  distinguished  men 
who  nourished  in  the  end  of  the  17th,  and  the  first  part  of  the 
isth  century.  —  The  copious  materials  whicli  existed  for  tlie 
Lives  of  Lord  Chancellor  llardwicke  and  Lord  Chancellor 
Charles  "i  orkc  have  been  improved  by  several  interesting 
(lofiiuiciits  transmitted  to  uic  ])y  their  (lisllnguishcd  descend- 
ants.-- I  have  been  enabled  to  add  many  important  particu- 
lars  respecting  the  Lives  of  Lord  Chancellor  Northino-ton, 
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and  Lord  Chancellor  Camden,  from  the  very  interesting  MS. 
Journal  of  Augustus-Henry  Duke  of  Grafton,  Minister  to 
George  III.  and  a  large  collection  of  their  letters,  most 
handsomely  submitted  to  me,  without  restriction,  by  the 
present  Duke  of  Grafton  and  Lord  John  Fitzroy,  —  and 
from  several  original  letters,  and  a  MS.  Life  of  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Camden,  which  I  have  received  in  a  manner  equally 
gratifying  from  his  grandson,  the  present  Marquis  Camden. 

—  I  have  been  permitted  to  peruse  some  curious  letters 
from  and  to  Lord  Chancellor  Bathurst,  but  not  to  make 
full  use  of  them,  because,  although  they  arc  highly  ho- 
nourable to  him,  it  is  thought  they  might  give  pain  to  the 
descendants  of  some  of  his  colleagues  and  contemporaries. 

—  For  the  last  Life  in  this  Series,  however,  I  have  a  large 
supply  of  new  materials  from  the  family  and  friends  of 
Lord  Chancellor  Thurlow,  —  consisting  of  anecdotes  of  him, 
and  literary  compositions  by  him,  from  the  time  when  he 
first  went  to  school  till  within  a  few  days  of  his  death. 

With  such  helps  it  must  be  my  fault  if  these  volumes 
shall  not  be  found  a  contribution  of  some  value  to  English 
literature. 

It  will  be  seen  that  I  have  desisted  from  the  practice  of 
taking  a  retrospective  view  of  "  the  State  of  the  Law "  at 
the  end  of  each  reign,  —  little  now  depending  for  such  mat- 
ters on  the  personal  character  of  the  Sovereign :  —  but  I 
have  continued  most  anxiously  to  mark  all  the  important 
changes  in  the  administration  of  justice,  whether  by  legisla- 
tive enactment  or  by  forensic  decision,  —  in  the  ambitious 
hope  that  my  book  may  be  studied  as  a  history  of  our  juris- 
prudence from  the  foundation  of  the  monarchy  to  oiu'  own 
times. 

I  am  sorry  that,  to  complete  my  plan,  a  Supplemental 
Volume  will  be  necessary  for  the  Lives  of  Lord  Lough- 
borough, Lord  Erskine,  and  Lord  Eldoii.  In  pin^paring  this 
1  Ikivc  made  some  progress,  and  I  iKijio,  Ijcforc  the  end  of 
another  year,  to  give  it  to  the  world,  M'ith   an   Index  and 
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Tables  of  the  whole  work,  and  a  postliminious  dissertation 
on  the  office  of  Lord  Chancellor  at  different  eras,  on  the 
characters  of  those  who  have  filled  it,  and  on  the  manner  in 
which  its  duties  should  now  be  distributed  and  performed 
for  the  good  of  the  community. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  must  return  my  warmest  thanks  to 
those  who  have  pointed  out  mistakes  and  omissions  in  my 
First  Series,  —  most  earnestly  imploring  a  continuance  of 
similar  favours. 

Hartrigge  House,  Roxburghshire, 
Nov.  2.  1 846. 
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LORDS  COJIMISSIONERS  OF  THE  GREAT  SEAL  ON  THE  ACCESSION 
OF  "WILLIAM  AND  MARV,  AND  LIFE  OF  LORD  COMMISSIONER 
MAYNARD,    FROM    HIS    BIRTH    TILL    THE    REVOLUTION    OF    1688. 


The  interregnum,  which  began  on  the  10th  of  December, 
1G88,  when  James  II.  tied  from  London,  having  thrown  the 
Great  Seal  into  the  Thames,  ceased  on  the  13th  of  February, 
1689,  when  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Orange,  accepting- 
the  tender  of  the  crown  from  the  Lords  and  Commons,  under 
the  conditions  specified  in  the  "  Declaration  of  Rights,"  Avere 
proclaimed  King  and  Queen.  Most  of  the  high  offices  of 
state  Avere  immediately  filled  up ;  and  nearly  all  the  com- 
mon law  Judges  being  very  properly  removed  on  account 
of  their  corruption  and  insufiSciency,  the  bench  was  re- 
plenished with  a  most  excellent  new  set,  —  Holt  being  at  their 
head,  as  Chief  Justice  of  England.  So  far  no  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  determining  and  executing  what  was  right. 
But  much  doubt  and  hesitation  arose  respecting  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  Great  Seal. 

A  rumour  was  propagated  wliich  I  think  rests  on  no  suffi- 
cient grounds,  that  it  was  seriously  offered  —  with  the  title 
of  Lord  Clianccllur  —  first  to  Lord  Xottingham,  and  then 
to  Lord    Ilallfiix;   and   that  tliev   both    declined   it.*      The 
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CHAP,  perversion  of  law  through  the  instrumentality  of  corrupt 
courts,  having  mainly  brought  about  the  Revolution, 
William  and  his  ministers  were  anxious  above  all  things 
to  obtain  credit  for  a  satisfactory  administration  of  justice, 
and  it  would  require  strong  evidence  to  convince  us  that 
they  proposed  appointments  to  which  the  public  could  hardly 
have  submitted  under  the  exiled  sovereign.  Equity  had 
now  assumed  a  systematic  form ;  the  decisions  of  the  Chan- 
cellor were  reported  and  cited  as  authority,  like  those  of  the 
common  laAV  Judges ;  Guilford  and  Jeffreys,  however  venal 
where  the  crown  was  concerned,  were  regularly  trained 
lawyers,  and  they  were  capable  of  deciding  satisfactorily 
between  subject  and  subject.  It  is  impossible,  therefore, 
that,  to  please  Tories  or  Whigs,  there  could  have  been  any 
real  intention  of  placing  as  supreme  Judge  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  any  nobleman,  however  respectable,  who  had,  from 
the  day  of  his  leaving  the  university,  devoted  the  whole  of  his 
time  to  fashionable  amusement  or  political  intrigue.  I  believe, 
upon  the  accession  of  William,  it  was  resolved  as  a  permanent 
arrangement,  instead  of  a  single  Judge  presiding  in  the 
Chancery,  to  resort  to  the  plan  adopted  during  the  Common- 
wealth, of  having  several  Judges  sitting  there  co-ordinately, 
—  after  the  model  of  the  common  law  Courts.* 
Plan  to  Recollecting  the  fantastical  as  well  as   arbitrary  acts  of 

^T^ral  which  late  Chancellors  had  occasionally  been  guilty,  "  single- 
permanent  seated  justice"!  was  then  in  great  disrepute  ;  and  very  falla- 
siuin^^to-  cious  liopcs  wcrc  entertained,  that  the  long-standing  evils  of 
gether  in  i\^q  Court  of  Chancery  might  be  cured  by  severing  it  from 
of  Ciiaii-  all  connection  with  politics,  and  appointing  to  the  bench 
'^^^y-  there  several  deep  lawyers  who  should  have  nothing  to  dis- 

tract them  from  their  judicial  duties.  J 

*  On  examining  tlie  Books  of  the  Privy  Council,  I  find  tlio  following  order 
made  so  early  as  18tli  February,  1688-89. 

"  Present, 

"  The  King's  most  Kxcellent  Majesty,  &c. 

"  It  is  this  day  ordered  hy  His  Majesty  in  Council,  that  .Mr.  Aaron  Pingrey, 
one  of  the  (Klerks  of  the  Petty  Hag  in  Chancery,  do  cause  coi'ies  forthwith  to  he 
made  of  all  commissions  that  were  granted  hy  Oliver  the  Protector  for  custody 
of  the  Great  Seal,  and  send  them  to  Sir  Uohert  Atkyns  for  his  i)erusal." 

f   The  Benthamite  term  for  a  tribunal  with  a  single  Judge. 

\    It  has  been  '.lid  that  tlie  ri'a'.on  f)r  putting  tlic  Great  Seal  into  (■onimi':sii;n 
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Accordingly,  on  the  4th  of  March,  Sir  John  Maynard,  chap 
Anthony  Keck,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Sergeant  Rawlinson,  were  Clll. 
named  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Great  Seal.      On  the  T, 

Maynard, 

following  day  they  were   sworn   in    before    the   King   in   Keck,  and 
Council  at  Whitehall,  and  the  two  last  received  the  honour  Lords"*""' 

of  knighthood.  *  Commis- 

Keck  and  Rawlinson  are  wholly  uninterestino;  characters,   „ 

11  n  ,  •  '         •  T  Reasons 

and  there  could  be  no  amusement  or  instruction  in  recording  for  writing 
the  dates  of  their  birth,  of  their  going  to  the  university,  of  ^^^  Life  of 
their  being  called  to  the  bar,  and  of  their  death,  which  only. 
would  comprehend  the  whole  of  their  known  history,  beyond 
their  accidental  appointment  to  their  present  office.f  But 
the  career  of  the  first  Lord  Commissioner  is  very  curious, 
were  it  for  nothing  else  than  that  it  lasted  much  longer  than 
that  of  any  other  English  lawyer  or  statesman,  as  he  had 
been  called  to  the  bar  and  sat  in  the  House  of  Commons  in 
the  year  1625,  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.,  and  he  held  a  high  office  in  the  law,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  year  1690,  in  the 
second  year  of  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary.  Having 
been  engaged  in  the  most  important  state  trials  during 
that  period,  —  having  been  a  representative  of  the  people  in 
every  intermediate  parliament,  whether  held  by  Kings  or 
Protectors, — having  assisted  in  passing  the  "  Bill  of  Rights" 
as  well  as  the  "Petition  of  Right,"  —  having  seen  the  go- 
vernment carried  on  by  prerogative  for  many  years,  without 
popular   assemblies,  —  the    constitution  first    reformed    and 

was  to  multiply  offices;   but  Keck   and    Rawlinson  were  men  witfiout  political 
claims  or  influence. 

•  '•  At  the  Court  at  Wliitehall,  the  .jth  of  March, 

"  rrcseiit,  1(588-89- 

"  The  King's  most  ENcelleut  Majesty, 

'•  The  Right  Honourable  Sir  John  ."Maynard,  Knight,  having  taken  the  oaths  iii- 
joincd  to  be  taken  by  the  late  act  of  ])arliameiit  instead  of  the  oatlis  of  allegiance 
and  supremacy,  was  this  day,  by  His  Majesty's  command,  sworn  one  of  the 
Louis  Commissioners  for  the  custody  of  the  Great  Seal  of  ]\ngland.  A  similar 
entry  follows  with  respect  to  each  of  the  other  two,  with  the  addition  of  the 
words,  '  and  at  the  same  time  received  the  honour  of  knighthood  from  his 
^lajesty.'"  liookf  of  Privy  Coinicil.  See  also  Crown  OIT'  Miii,  liook,  fol.  1:51. 
'J  ^'crnon's  Reji.  ':)'). 

\  •■  Their  n:une,  their  yeais,  s|)clt  by  the  uiiKtter'd   Muse, 

I'he  ))b!<e  of  fame  and  elegy  supply.  ' 
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then  subverted  by  the  Long  Parliament,  —  the  vicissitudes 
of  the  civil  war, —  the  trial  and  execution  of  the  King, — 
the  establishment  of  military  despotism,  —  the  recall  of  the 
ancient  dynasty,  —  two  turbulent  reigns,  in  which  the  voice 
of  the  law  and  the  lessons  of  experience  were  despised, — 
he  lived  to  see  the  Stuarts  for  ever  banished  from  their  native 
country,  and  the  foundation  laid  of  a  constitutional  monarchy 
which  still  flourishes,  and  has  conferred  upon  Britons  a 
greater  degree  of  civil  and  religious  freedom,  and  of  public 
prosperity,  than  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  any  other  nation. 

This  remarkable  man  —  reminding  us  of  the  patriarchal 
race,  who  covild  plant  an  acorn,  and  recline  under  the  spreading 
boughs  of  the  unwedgeable  and  gnarled  oak  which  sprang 
from  it,  —  was  the  eldest  son  of  Alexander  Maynard,  Esq., 
a  gentleman  of  good  family  in  the  county  of  Devon.*  He 
was  born  at  Tavistock  in  the  year  1602.  At  the  age  of  16 
he  was  entered  of  Exeter  Hall,  Oxford,  where  he  took  the 
degree  of  A.B.  I  do  not  find  any  account  of  his  academical 
habits,  but  his  eager  and  dogged  love  of  application  was 
innate,  and  must  have  early  marked  him  for  eminence. 
Being  destined  to  the  legal  profession,  he  was  removed  to 
the  Middle  Temple,  where  luckily  he  found  a  set  of  hard 
reading  men,  including  Noy,  Selden,  and  Rolle.  Xow  he 
acquired  that  taste  for  black-letter  law  which  stuck  by  him 
through  life,  and  made  him  prefer  the  "  Year  Books"  to 
Shakspcare  or  Ben  Jonson  ;  insomuch  that  when  he  grew 
rich  and  kept  his  coach,  he  never  took  an  airing  in  it  without 
having  a  volume  of  these  Reports  as  a  companion,  and  he 
solaced  his  old  age  by  publishing  an  edition  of  them,  f  At 
the  .same  time  he  was  a  diligent  attender  at  "  moots,"  and 
laboured  to  acquire  the  facidty  of  prompt  speaking,  according 
to  his  noted  saying  wliicli  he  was  fond  of  repeating  to  his 
dying  day,  tliat  "  the  Law  is  aks  bablativa."| 


*  I  do  not  find  any  relationship  stated  between  the  Devonshire  ^laynards  and 
the  Essex  family  of  the  same  name  ennobled  by  Charles  I.  and  represented  by  the 
present  Viscount  ]\Iaynard. 

t  Roger  Nortli  thus  describes  Maynard's  well  known  passion  for  the  "\'oar 
JJooks.  '•  lie  had  such  a  relish  of  tlie  old  Year  Books  that  he  carried  one  in  his 
coach  to  divert  his  time  in  travel,  and  said  he  chose  it  before  any  corned  v." 
Life  of  Guilford,  i.  28. 

i    Life  of  r.uilford,  ii.   'J7. 
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On  account  of  his  extraordinary  proficiency,  he  was  called     CHAP, 
to  the  bar  before  the  usual  curriculum  of  study  at  his  inn  of 
court  had  expired ;   and  his  countrymen  in  the  West  being  ^^^^^^^  ^^ 
proud  of  him,  and  pushing  him  on,  he  got  into  practice  much  the  bar. 
more  rapidly  than  he  otherwise  would  have  done,  notwith- 
standing all  his  merits.*     He  likewise  derived  great  advantage  His  rapid 
from  the  patronage  of  Noy,  to  whom  he  was  recommended,  [-o^nai'pro. 
by  his  industry  and  acuteness,  and  he  had  the  reputation  of  gress. 
being   the    chief  favourite  of  the  future  inventor  of  ship- 
money.     However,  he  was  not  by  any  means  injured  by 
"  prepropera    proxis."      Every    case   intrusted   to    him    he 
studied  profoundly,  and  whatever  leisure  he  enjoyed  from 
the  business  of  his  clients,  he  devoted  to  his  law  books,  that 
he  might  keep  up  and  extend  his  stock  of  legal  lore.     Ever 
familiar  with  the  ancient  history  as  well  as  with  the  newest 
fashions  of  the  law,  he  could,  from  his  retentive  memory,  his 
copious  common-place  book,  and  his  daily  experience,  readily 
tell  all  the  decided  cases  on  any  question  which  might  arise, 
from  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  till  the  day  on  which  his  opinion 
was   asked,   or  on  which   he   had   to   argue   in   Court.      He 
naturally  took  to  the  Western  Circuit,  on  which  he  soon  got 
employment,  and  of  which  he  was  the  decided  leader  above 
half  a  century. 

In  the  first  parliament  of  Charles  I.  he  was  returned  to   March  27. 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  he  made  his  maiden  speech  in    \f'~^'     , 

i  lieturneu 

opposing  the  supply  which  was  demanded  under  the  pretence  to  the 

of  a  Spanish  Avar,  said  to  be  impending.     AVhcn  he  had  in-  ('o,"^|^nj°s 

veighed  against  the  extravagance  of  the  Court,  he  declai'cd  Autrust  s. 

at  the  same    time  that  "he   Avas  for  carrving  on  an    open  ^''r'''  ., 

mantune  war  with  bpam,  whereby  the  nation  might  acquire  ^jieecb. 
riches  and  glory."  f 

He  spoke  for  the  "  Petition  of  Eight,"  but  it  would  not  Jnw, 

ap[)ear  that  he  ever  had  much  success  as  a  debater  in  parlia-  ^^''^' 
ment,  and  his  efforts  there  were  afterwards  ehieflv  confined 


*  Tills  l.m:lab!c'  spirit  to  siii)pjrt  "  a  worlliy  of  Devon,"  has  constantly 
subsisted  down  to  recent  times; — two  instances  of  wliich  1  may  iiieiitioii,  Sir 
Vicary  Gi!)bs  and  Lord  (Jitlord.  Mayiiard's  name  first  ai)|)e.irs  in  tlie  Hejiorts 
as  counsel  in  Cro.  Car.  ,'5  Charles  I.  a.  d.  IG'JS;  but  the  law  reporters  of  those 
days  often  report  cases  without  nicntioiiinjr  the  names  of  counsel. 

t   '.'  I'arl.    Ili^t    ;}J. 
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to  giving  an  opinion  upon  questions  of  law,  or  of  constitu- 
tional learning,  which  incidentally  arose.  His  grand  object 
continued  to  be  to  support  his  ascendency  at  the  bar,  what- 
ever faction  or  whatever  form  of  government  might  prevail. 
He  voted  steadily  with  the  country  party  in  the  early  parlia- 
ments of  this  reign  without  making  himself  prominent,  like 
Coke,  Hollis,  or  Eliot,  or  sharing  the  glory  with  them  of 
being  sent  to  the  Tower,  or  prosecuted  in  the  Star  Chamber. 

During  the  long  intermission  of  parliaments  he  comforted 
himself  for  the  suppression  of  popular  rights  by  counting  his 
gains  at  the  end  of  every  terra  and  circuit,  and  finding,  on 
comparison,  that  there  was  no  falling  off  from  the  corre- 
sponding portion  of  the  preceding  year. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  "  Short  Parliament,"  abruptly 
dissolved  in  the  beginning  of  1640,  and  voted  for  the  inquiry 
into  grievances  before  granting  a  supply.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
"Long  Parliament," he  was  returned  for  Totness,  and  still  took 
the  liberal  side,  but  with  moderation.  Lord  Clarendon  gives 
the  following  candid  testimony  to  his  merits,  and  those  of 
another  holder  of  the  Great  Seal,  with  both  of  whom  he  then 
co-operated,  but  to  both  of  whom  he  was  afterwards  violently 
opposed :  —  "  John  Maynard  and  Bulstrode  Whitclocke 
were  men  of  eminent  parts  and  great  learning  out  of  their 
professions,  and  in  their  professions  of  signal  reputation  ;  and 
though  they  did  afterwards  bow  their  knees  to  Baal,  and  so 
swerved  from  their  allegiance,  it  was  with  less  rancour  and 
malice  than  other  men :  they  never  led,  but  followed,  and 
were  rather  carried  away  with  the  torrent  than  swam  with  the 
stream,  and  failed  through  these  infirmities,  which  less  than 
a  general  defection,  and  a  prosperous  rebellion,  coidd  not 
have  discovered."*  Maynard  without,  like  Hyde,  renouncing 
his  profession,  and  without  materially  sacrificing  his  practice 
for  his  parliamentary  duties,  as  many  lawyers  then  did, 
contrived  to  have  much  influence  with  the  country  party,  and 
con^^ideruble  weight  in  tlie  House  of  Commons.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  to  inquire  into  slii[)-money,  nnd 
other  abuses,  from  which  the  prineij)le  measures  against  tlie 
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Court  originated.     He  acted  as  one  of  the  managers  of  the     chap. 
House  of  Commons  on  the  impeachment  of  Lord  Strafford, 
and  of  Archbishop  Laud,  but  he  grudged  the  time  whicli  ^^lanaleT" 
these  "  unpaying  occupations  "  consumed,   and  he  did  not  on  im- 
gain  much  distinction  from  them.     Although  he  was  abun-  of^Strafford 
dantly  zealous,  he  was  wanting  in  general  political  informa-  ^'^'^  Laud, 
tion,  as  well  as  in  courtesy  to  the  accused.* 

Before  the  civil  war  broke  out,  I  find  only  one  speech  of  Jan.  i642. 
his  given  at  any  length  ;    but  on  this  he    seems  to  have  after The'^ ' 
bestowed  prodigious  pains,  and    he  must    himself  have  re-   King's  at- 
ported  and  published  it.  f     It  was  made  in  the  committee  of  an"st  the 
the  House  of  Commons  which  sat  at  Guildhall,  under  the  ^"^  ™^™- 
protection  of  the  city  train-bands,  after  Charles's  mad  at- 
tempt to  arrest  the  five  members  in  St.  Stephen's  Chapel,  — 
and  it  thus  begins :  — "  Mr.  Chairman,  the  intermission  of 
parliaments  so  long   together  hath  been  the    only  cause,  I 
confidently  believe,  of  all  those  evils  and  troubles  that  have 
happened  upon  this  and  the  other  his  Majesty's  kingdoms. 


•  3  St.  Tr.  1456.  Evelyn,  in  bis  graphic  account  of  Lord  Strafford's  trial, 
enumerates  among  the  managers,  "  Serjeant  Maynard,  tlie  great  lawyer,  the  same 
who  })r{)secuted  the  Earle  of  Straff^ord  forty  years  before,  being  now  neore  eighty 
yeares  of  age."      Diary,  30th  Nov.  1G80.  vol.  i.  328. 

Tlie  following  is  Sir  lialjih  Verney's  note,  taken  in  pencil,  of  Maynard's  speech     sir  Halph 
before  the  Lords  against  Strafford.  Vernev's 

"  At  four  yeares  end  hce  gets  the  power  of  the  star-chamber.  notes  of 

"  At  Yorke  he  says,  Sume  Justices  ore  all  fur  law,  but  you  shall  find  the  Kincj's    his  speech 
little  Jinyer  heavier  than  the  loiiies  af  tlie  Inc.  against 

"  At  Dublin  he  says,  Ireland  is  a  conquered  nation,  the  Kiny  may  use  them  as  hee     Strafford. 
list,  there  charters  all  roy<d. 

"  .\  pcere  for  suinge  for  justice  was  threatened,  and  saves,  noe  law  nor  lawiers 
should  dispute  his  power,  and  an  act  of  state  should  bind  as  much  as  an  act  of 
parliament. 

"  Lord  .Moiuitnorris  judged  to  death,  and  IJennet  e.^cecuted   by  marshal]   law. 

"  Ninth  article.  A  warrant  to  Bishop  of  Downe  and  others  to  imprison  any 
that  would  not  ap()eare. 

"  Imposition  on  the  subjects.  Sec. 

"  Flax  a  woeman's  comodity,  engrossed  by  him. 

"  Hee  levied  warr  against  the  King,  &c. 

"  Hee  sent  serjaiits  at  armes  and  soldiers  to  execute  his  decrucs. 

'•  I'he  Scots  in  Ireland  by  oath  compelled  to  obey  all  the  king's  royall  co- 
niancis,  and  fines  the  refusers.  Hee  calls  bents  Iltiiells,  antl  thre.iteiiei  to  root  out 
route  and  branch. 

"  'I'iie  parliament  here  broken,  and  advised  the  kinge  that,  having  tried  the 
affection  of  his  jieople,  hee  was  ahsolvcci  from  all  rules. 

"0/''2Hth  Article.     Reducing  the  kingdome  by  force."    Sutcf  of  Lony  J'arlt.  .'33. 

f  It  came  out  in  a  pamphlet  along  witli  the  speeches  on  tiie  same  occasion  of 
Mr.  CJrimston  and  Mr.  Cilynn.  "  I'rinted  by  I-'rancis  Constable,  164u'. "  'J  Pari. 
Hist.   1020. 
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CHAP.     The  perverse  nature  of  man  is  fro  ward  and  crooked,  that  it 
cm      ... 
is  always  inclined  and  bent  to  do  nothing  but  that  which  is 

evil :  without  restriction  either  by  the  powerful  preaching  of 
the  word  of  God,  wholesome  and  pious  discipline  in  the 
exercise  of  religion,  and  good  laws  made  for  the  strict  ob- 
servance and  performance  of  the  same,  under  the  pain  of 
severe  punishment  for  not  obeying  thereof:  I  say,  without 
restraint  by  such  means,  the  corrupt  nature  of  the  flesh 
is  not  to  be  curbed;  but  will  go  on  to  the  committing 
of  all  manner  of  wickedness,  both  against  God,  his  king  and 
country  :  and.  Sir,  the  only  means  to  preserve  and  enjoy  the 
sincere  and  pure  teaching  of  God's  word,  and  pious  discipline, 
by  wholesome  laws  enacted  and  made  for  that  purpose,  is 
by  a  parliament,  by  that  great  and  wise  council,  expert  in  all 
the  sciences  of  good  government,  either  of  a  church  or  com- 
monwealth. A  parliament.  Sir,  is  the  clearest  looking-glass  ^ 
for  a  state  perfectly  to  see  itself  in  that  ever  was  made  ;  there 
is  no  disease,  infirmity,  or  misery  that  it  groans  under  tl\e 
burden  of,  but  in  this  glass  it  may  be  perspicuously  per- 
ceived, and  the  original  and  prime  causes  that  have  produced 
the  same :  this  glass  is  not  only  clear  and  bright  to  look 
in,  but  it  is  medicinal,  and  of  that  sovereign  power  and 
efficacy,  that  it  can  cure  and  remedy  all  the  grievances  of 
tlie  spectators  therein,  of  what  personage,  degree,  or  dignity 
soever  they  be,  of  whatever  condition  or  quality  soever  the 
disease  be,  they  are  infected  withal ;  of  what  profession  or 
function  soever,  whether  spiritual  or  temporal  they  are  of,  if 
they  do  but  look  herein."  He  then  goes  on  at  infinite  length, 
with  unbounded  tedlousness,  and  much  mixture  of  metaplior, 
to  prove  how  "  this  glass  is  a  cure  for  pride,  liaughtiness  of 
heart,  and  tyranny  over  the  King's  good  people,  and  above 
all  for  the  diseases  of  the  clergy,  viz.  ease,  idleness,  plenty, 
covetousness,  luxury,  wantonness,  and  all  manner  of  lasci- 
viousness."  *  But  this  specimen  is  enough  to  show  that  our 
orator  was  now  thoroughly  imbued  with  puritanical  notions, 
and  dealt  largely  in  puritanical  cant. 
Maynard  a  He  zealously  attached  himself  to  the  Presbyterian  sect : 
TUM   '  ^'     ^^^  sul)5cnbed  the  "Solemn  League  and  Covenant,"'  and  he  sat 

•   'J  Pari.  Hist.   lO'JC. 
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as  a  lay  member  of  the  famous  Assembly  of  Divines  at  West- 
minster which  prepared  the  catechism  and  chief  standards  of 
doctrine  still  adhered  to  by  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Scot- 
land. He  was  likewise  about  the  same  time  appointed  a 
Commissioner  along  with  Bulstrode  Whitelocke  to  meet  the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Scotland  and  other  Commissioners  of  that 
kingdom,  to  treat  of  the  best  mode  of  establishing  Presby- 
terianism  over  the  whole  island  of  Great  Britain.  Whitelocke, 
in  his  "  Memorials,"  gives  us  a  very  amusing  specimen  of  those 
consultations :  "  One  evening  very  late  Maynard  and  I  were 
sent  for  by  the  Lord  General  [Essex]  to  Essex  House,  and 
there  was  no  excuse  to  be  admitted,  nor  did  we  know  before 
hand  the  occasion  of  our  being  sent  for:  Avhen  we  came  to 
Essex  House  we  were  brought  to  the  Lord  General,  and  with 
liim  were  the  Scots  Commissioners,  Mr.  HoUis,  Sir  Philip 
Stapleton,  Sir  John  Meyrick,  and  divers  others  of  his  special 
friends.  After  compliments,  and  that  all  were  set  down  in 
council,  the  Lord  General  spake  to  us  to  this  effect :  '  l\Ir. 
Maynard  and  Mr.  Whitelocke,  I  sent  for  you  upon  a  special 
occasion  to  have  your  advice  and  counsel,  and  that  in  a  matter 
of  very  great  importance  concerning  both  kingdoms,  in  whicli 
my  Lords  the  Commissioners  of  Scotland  are  concerned  for 
their  state,  and  we  for  ours  ;  and  they  as  well  as  we  knowing 
your  abilities  and  integrity  are  very  desirous  of  your  counsel 
in  this  great  business.' — Maynard.  'We  are  come  to  obey 
your  Excellency's  commands,  and  wc  shall  be  ready  to 
give  our  faithful  advice  in  what  shall  be  required  of  us.' 
L.  Gen.  '  iVIy  Lord  Chancellor  of  Scotland,  and  the  rest 
of  the  Commissioners  of  that  kingdom,  desired  that  you 
two  by  name  might  be  consulted  with  upon  tliis  occa- 
sion, and  I  shall  desire  my  Lord  Chancellor,  who  is  a  much 
better  orator  tlian  I  am,  to  acquaint  you  what  the  business 
is.'^ — L.  Ckancellor.  '  Master  Maynard  and  jSIaster  Whitelock 
yc  ken  vary  wcele  that  Lieutenant  General  Cromwell  is  no 
frecnd  of  oors,  and  since  the  advance  of  our  army  into  Eng- 
land he  hath  iiscd  all  under-hand  and  cunning  means  to  take 
off  from  oxw  honour  and  merit  of  this  kingdom  :  an  evil  re- 
quital of  all  our  hazards  and  services,  but  so 'it  is,  and  we  are 
nevertheless  fullv  satisfied  of  the  affection  and  gratitude  of 
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CHAP,  the  gude  people  of  this  nation  in  general.'  [After  dilating  at 
some  length  on  Cromwell's  enmity  to  Scotland  and  the  presby- 
terian  church,  on  the  suspicion  that  he  was  no  well-wisher  to 
his  Excellency,  and  on  the  necessity,  for  the  benefit  of  the  twa 
kingdoms,  that  some  course  should  be  taken  for  prevention 
of  impending  mischief,  his  Lordship  proceeds]  *  Ye  ken  vary 
weele  the  accord  'twixt  the  twa  kingdoms,  and  the  union  by 
the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  and  if  any  be  an  incendiary 
between  the  twa  nations  how  he  is  to  be  proceeded  against : 
now  the  matter  is  wherein  we  desire  your  opinions,  what  you 
tak  the  meaning  of  this  word  incendiary  to  be,  and  whether 
Lieutenant  General  Cromwell  be  not  sike  an  incendiary  as  is 
meant  thereby,  and  whilke  way  wud  be  best  to  tak  to  proceed 
against  him  if  he  be  proved  to  be  sike  an  incendiary^  and  that 
will  clepe  his  wings  from  soaring  to  the  prejudice  of  our  cause. 
Now  you  may  ken  that  by  our  law  in  Scotland  we  clepe  an 
incendiary  whay  kindleth  coals  of  contention,  and  raiseth  dif- 
ferences in  the  state  to  the  public  damage,  and  he  is  tanquam 
publicus  hostis  -patricB ;  whether  your  law  be  the  same  or  not, 
you  ken  best  who  are  mickle  learned  therein,  and  therefore 
with  the  faveure  of  his  Excellency  we  desire  your  judgments 
in  these  points.' — L.  Gen.  '  ]\Iy  Lord  Chancellor  hath  opened 
the  business  fully  to  you,  and  we  all  desire  your  opinions  there- 
in.'—  Maynard.  *  Your  Excellency  and  my  Lord  Chancellor 
are  pleased  to  require  our  advice  in  this  great  business,  and  we 
shall  deal  clearly  and  freely  with  your  Lordships,  which  1 
think  will  be  most  acceptable  to  you,  and  will  in  conclusion 
be  best  for  your  service.  Tiie  word  incendiary  is  not  much 
conversant  in  our  law,  nor  often  met  with  in  our  books,  but 
more  a  term  of  the  civil  law  or  of  state,  and  so  to  be  con- 
sidered in  this  case,  and  to  be  taken  according  to  the  expres- 
sion wherein  it  is  used  in  the  Accord  of  the  two  kingdoms,  and 
in  the  sense  of  the  parliaments  of  botli  nations.  That  sense 
of  it  which  my  Lord  Chancellor  hath  been  j)leased  to  mention, 
it  doth  hG2iV  ex  v.i  termini;  and  surely  he  that  kindles  the  coals 
of  contention  between  our  brethren  of  Scotland  and  us  Is  an 
incendiary,  and  to  be  punished  as  it  is  agreed  on  by  both  king- 
doms. But,  my  Lords,  there  must  be  proof  made  of  such  par- 
ticulars of  words  or  actions  upon  which  there  may  1)C  sufficient 
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ground  for  a  parliament  to  declare  their  judgment  that  he  CHAP, 
who  used  such  words  or  actions  endeavoured  thereby  to  raise 
differences,  and  to  kindle  the  fire  of  contention  among  us, 
and  so  that  he  is  an  incendiary.  Lieutenant  General  Crom- 
well is  a  person  of  great  favour  and  interest  with  the  House 
of  Commons  and  with  some  pf  the  House  of  Peers  likewise, 
and  therefore  there  must  be  proofs,  and  the  more  clear  and 
evident  against  him  to  prevail  with  the  parliament  to  adjudge 
him  to  be  an  incendiary.  I  confess,  my  Lords,  I  do  not  in  my 
private  knowledge  assure  myself  of  any  such  particulars,  nor 
have  we  heard  of  any  here  ;  and  I  believe  it  will  be  more  diffi- 
cult than  perhaps  some  of  us  may  imagine  to  fasten  this  upon 
him.  And  if  it  be  difficult  and  doubtful,  it  is  not  fit  for  such 
persons  as  my  Lord  General  and  the  Commissioners  of  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland  as  yet  to  appear  in  it,  but  rather  first  to 
see  what  proofs  may  be  had  of  particular  passages  which  will 
amount  to  a  clear  proof,  upon  which  judgment  may  be 
grounded  that  he  is  an  incendiary.  And  when  such  proofs 
shall  be  ready  to  be  produced,  we  may  again  M^ait  upon  your 
Excellency  and  the  business  will  then  be  the  more  ripe  for 
your  Lordships'  resolution ;  in  the  meantime,  my  humble 
opinion  is  that  it  may  be  deferred.' "  *  Hollls  and  some  hot 
presbyterians  present  were  for  instantly  denouncing  Cromwell 
as  an  incendiary, — a  step  which  might  have  changed  the  history 
of  the  country, — but  Whitelock  having  joined  in  the  wary 
advice  of  his  brother  barrister,  he  thus  concludes  his  narrative  : 
"  The  Scots  Commissioners  were  not  so  forward  to  adventure 
upon  it  for  the  reasons  given  by  IVlr.  Maynard  and  me  until 
a  farther  inquiry  were  made  of  particulars  for  proof  to  make 
him  an  incendiary,  the  which  at  length  was  generally  con- 
sented to,  and  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Avitli  tlianks 
and  compliments,  Mr.  Maynard  and  I  were  dismissed ;  and  I 
had  some  cause  to  believe  that  at  this  debate  some  who  were 
present  were  false  brethren,  and  informed  Cromwell  of  all 
that  passed  among  us;  and  after  that  Cromwell,  though  he  took 
no  notice  of  any  particular  passages  at  that  time,  yet  lie 
seemed  more  kind  to  me  and  ]\Ir.  ]\Iaynard  than  he  had  been 

•    Whit.  Mem.   I  K;. 
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the  King. 


Feb.   1. 
1G48. 
Maynard 
impeacln-'d 
for  high 
treason, 
and  com- 
mitted to 
the  Tower. 


formerly,  and  carried  on  his  design  more  actively  of  making 
way  for  his  own  advancement."  * 

Maynard  notwithstanding  his  presbyterianism  was  cautious 
enough  to  avoid  quarrelling  outright  with  the  Independents, 
and  he  never  was  expelled  the  House  of  Commons. 

Always  true  to  his  party,  with  a  considerable  regard  for 
his  personal  safety,  —  on  one  occasion  he  displayed  spirit, — 
knowing  that  the  Independents  would  not  then  proceed  to  ex- 
tremities against  him.  Being  a  friend  to  monarchy,  while  he 
wished  greatly  to  curtail  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  he 
opposed  the  resolution  brought  forward,  when  the  King  was 
a  prisoner  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  against  holding  any  farther 
communication  with  him,  —  the  tendency  of  which  was  the 
establishment  of  a  republic.  He  urged  "  that  by  this  resolu- 
tion of  making  no  more  addresses  to  the  King,  they  did,  as 
far  as  in  them  lay,  dissolve  the  parliament ;  and  that  from 
the  time  of  that  determination  he  knew  not  with  what  security, 
in  point  of  law,  they  could  meet  together,  or  any  join  with 
them  in  their  counsels ;  that  it  was  of  the  essence  of  parlia- 
ment that  they  should  upon  all  occasions  repair  to  the  King, 
and  that  his  Majesty's  refusal  at  any  time  to  receive  their 
petitions,  or  to  admit  their  addresses,  had  been  always  held 
the  highest  breach  of  their  privilege,  because  it  tended  to 
their  dissolution  without  dissolving  them ;  and  therefore  if 
they  should  now,  on  their  parts,  determine  that  they  would 
receive  no  more  messages  from  him,  nor  make  any  more 
address  to  him,  they  did  upon  the  matter  declare  that  they 
were  no  longer  a  parliament,  and  then  how  could  the  people 
look  upon  them  as  such  ?  |  The  resolution,  however,  was 
carried  by  a  large  majority,  the  presbyterians  ever  since 
Pride's  Purge  having  had  very  little  weight  in  the  House. 

To  intimidate  Maynard  from  repeating  any  such  effort, 
articles  of  impeachment  were  soon  after  framed  against  him, 
accusing  him  of  high  treason,  and  were  sent  up  to  the  Lords. 
The  pretext  for  this  ])rosecution  was  a  tumult  whicli  had 
taken  place  in  tlie  month  of  July  preceding,  when  a  l)and  ol' 
apprentices  had  marched  from  tiie  Citv  of  London  to  \Vcst- 


♦   Whit.  Mem.   1  17. 


t   Clarendon,  iii.  H2.      r,  I'.iil.  Hist.  8?l. 
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minster,  with  a  view  to  induce  parliament  to  revoke  certain     CHAP, 
ordinances  respecting  the  city  militia,  which  had  been  passed 
at  the  instance  of  Cromwell  and  the  army.     It  was  alleged 
that  the  defendant  had  incited  and  encouraged  this   insur- 
rection, and  that  it  amounted  to  high  treason  as  a  "  levying 
of  war  against  the  parliament."*     Maynard  being  brought  to  Denies 
the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  custody  of  the  lieutenant  ^""^e"^  *"" 
of  the  Tower,  to  plead  to  these  articles,  he  positively  refused  Lore's  to 
to  do  so,  saying,  with  unanswerable  reason,  "  that  he  being  ^loner  for 
a  commoner  of  England,  and  a  free  born  subject,  ought  to  be  'reason. 
tried  as  a  commoner  by  bill  or  indictment  in  the  inferior  to  kneel, 
courts  of  justice."!     He  likewise  refused  to  kneel  when  re- 
quired so  to  do,  observing  sarcastically  that  "  he  did  admire 
the  justice  of  the   Council   Table  (against  which    they  had 
made  such  complaints),  in  regard  of  the  arbitrary  proceedings 
against  him  in  what  was  called  a  Parliaments^ 

The  Lords  imposed  a  fine  of  500/.  upon  him  for  his  con-   Fined  50c/. 
tumacy,    and    committed    him    to    prison    during    pleasure. 
However,  upon  a  secret  understanding  that  he  was  to  be  quiet  Prosecu- 
for  the  future,  the   impeachment  was  dropped,  and  he  was  *'"j    ''°'^' 
soon  after  restored  to  liberty. 

He  remained  very  quiet  for  several  years,  keeping  aloof 
from  politics  |,  till  the  Protectorate  being  established  he  thought, 
like  Hale,  Rolle,  and  other  great  lawyers,  that  it  was  the  part 
of  a  good  citizen  to  submit  to  the  existing  government,  however 
much  he  might  condemn  the  hypocrisy  and  ambition  of  the 
man  who  was  at  the  head  of  it.  He  accordingly  consented  to  A.n.  165:3. 
take  the  decree  of  the  coif  under  a  writ  in  the  name  of  ^K^»ard 

c  _  "  I'ro- 

Oliver,  and  he  actually  became  a  *'  Protector's  Serjeant,"  hctor's 
wlicrcby  he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  bar.§  Serjeant. ' 

*  3  Pari.  Hist.  8:39.  f    lb.  845. 

\  It  has  been  recently  said  that  Maynard  strongly  opposed  the  Ordinance  for 
the  trial  of  Charles  I.,  and  that  he  entered  a  protest  against  that  proceeding  ; 
but  tiiere  is  no  contemporary  evidence  of  his  having  taken  any  part  in  tlie  di:- 
ciission.  It  is  exceedingly  improbable  tht  he  should  have  done  an  act  for 
which  lie  never  could  have  been  forgiven,  as  it  was  the  policy  of  his  life  "  so  to 
live  with  bis  enemies  that  he  might  be  reconciled  to  them  as  friends,"  and  he 
was  accused  of  pleading  "  as  if  be  bad  taken  fees  on  both  sides  ;  one  while  mag- 
nifying the  gallant  deeds  of  the  army,  then  Jjr/a' 11  (j  them  for  their  remonstrance." 
See  Chiitmcrs's  Diogrnphy,  "  Maynard." 

§  "  In  165.3,  Oliver  Protector,  Maynard  was  by  writ,  dated  February  I., 
crillcd  to  the  degree  of  Serjeant  at    Law,  having  before   taken   the  engagement  ; 
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CHAP. 

cm. 

Marcli, 

1657. 

He 

counsels 

Croinwell 

to  accept 

the  Crown. 


Objections 
to  this  pro- 
posal. 


When  the  Crown  was  offered  to  Oliver,  Maynard,  as  a  lover 
of  monarchy,  joined  Whitelocke,  Glyn,  and  St.  John,  in 
strongly  advising  him  to  accept  it,  urging,  "  that  no  new  go- 
vernment could  be  settled  legally  but  by  a  King ;  till  then  all 
they  did  was  like  building  upon  sand,  and  every  man  that  had 
been  concerned  in  the  war  and  in  the  blood  that  was  shed, 
above  all  the  King's,  was  still  obnoxious  to  punishment,  and 
no  warrants  could  be  pleaded  but  what  were  founded  on,  or 
approved  of,  by  a  law  passed  by  King,  Lords,  and  Commons ; 
and  as  no  man's  person  was  safe  till  that  was  done,  so  they 
said  all  the  grants  and  sales  that  had  been  made  were  null 
and  void,  all  men  that  had  gathered  or  disposed  of  the  public 
money  were  for  ever  accountable.  So,  on  public  grounds, 
monarchy  was  the  form  of  government  suitable  to  all  our  in- 
stitutions, and  to  the  genius  of  the  people,  and  the  title  of 
King,  with  defined  prerogatives,  was  more  favourable  to 
liberty  than  that  of  Protector,  who  was  often  driven  to  do 
arbitrary  acts  from  the  novelty  of  his  dominion."  *  But  he 
was  answered  by  the  fanatics,  who  said  "  this  was  a  mistrust- 
ing of  God  and  a  trusting  to  the  arm  of  flesh ;  they  had  gone 
out  in  the  simplicity  of  their  hearts  to  fight  the  Lord's  battles, 
to  whom  they  had  made  the  appeal ;  he  had  heard  them,  and 
appeared  for  them,  and  now  they  could  trust  him  no  longer ;  they 
had  pulled  down  monarchy  with  the  monarch,  and  would  they 
now  build  that  up  which  they  had  destroyed?  they  had 
solemnly  vowed  to  be  true  to  the  Commonwealth  without  a 
king  orkingsliip,  and  under  that  vow,  as  under  a  banner,  they 
had  fought  and  conquered  ;  would  they  go  back  to  Egypt  ?  if 
kings  were  invaders  of  God's  right,  and  usurpers  upon  men's 
liberties,  why  must  they  have  recourse  to  such  a  wicked 
engine  ?  "  f     These  arguments,  fortified  by  private  threats  of 


and,  on  May  1st,  was  by  ])atent  made  the   Protector's  Scrjennt,  and  pleaded  in 
his   and  tlie   then   ComnioHwealih's  behalf  against  several   Royalists  that   were 
tried  in  the  pretended  hii;h  court  of  parliament^  whereon  several  generons  cava- 
liers and  noble  hearts  received  the  dismal  sentence  of  death."      AntJwny   Wood. 
*  "  Res  dura  et  rfgni  novitas  me  talia  coguiit." 

f  1  Rurnet,  91.  It  is  curious  to  consider  what  would  iiave  been  the  eflect  if 
he  had  accepted  the  offer,  and  after  being  jiroclaimed  King  he  had  lived  long 
enough  to  assemble  a  parliament  wliich  had  passed  an  act  ratifying  all  that  had 
been  tlieretoforc  done,  and  pardoning  all  past  offences.  His  Majesty.  King 
Oliver,  would  prol)nl)ly  have  soon  been  assassinated  or  dethroned  ;  but  there  is 
iire.nt  rlifficultv  in  sp;-inir  how  tlio  rr^jici!"!??  could  have  .■\frcr>vards  been  broiigl-t  to 
trirrl 
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assassination,  prevailed,  and  the  name  of  Oliver  I.  is  not  in-     CHAP. 
scribed  in  the  list  of  English  sovereigns,  although  his  statue 
is  very  properly  to  appear  in  the  new  Palace  at  Westminster, 
among  our  distinguished  generals  and  statesmen. 

Maynard  continued  to  practise  at  the  bar  with  his  usual 
assiduity.     Notwithstanding  his  dignity  of  "  Protector's  Ser- 
jeant," he  did  not  long  conduct  the  government  prosecutions, 
and  he  sometimes  was  counsel  for  those  who  were  illegally 
proceeded  against  by  his  Highness's  Attorney  General.     He 
gave  a  written  opinion  in  favour  of  Lilburne,  which  the  de- 
fendant read  to  the  jury,  and  which  greatly  contributed  to  his 
acquittal.*     Afterwards  when  Cony  had  been  imprisoned  for  Maynard 
refusing  to  pay  a  tax  imposed  without  authority  of  parliament,   (-^^         . 
Serjeant  Maynard  moved  the  Court  of  Upper  Bench  for  a  ^ecuted  by 
habeas  corpus  in  his  favour,  and  "  demanded  his  liberty  with 
great  confidence,  both  upon  the  illegality  of  the  commitment, 
and  the  illegality  of  the  imposition,  as  being  laid  without  any 
lawful  authority."    The  Judges  not  being  able  to  maintain  or 
defend  cither,  pretty  plainly   declared  what  their   sentence 
would  be,  and  thereupon  the  Protector's  Attorney  required  a 
farther  day  to  answer  what  had  been  urged.    Before  that  day   -Maynard 
Maynard  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  for  presuming  to  ques-   Tower, 
tion  or  make  doubt  of  his  Highness's  authority.!     But  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  Maynard  again  showed  that  he  had  no  taste 
for  being  a  martyr.     When  he  and  Serjeant  Twisden    and 
IVIr.  Wadham  Wyndham,  who  had  been  imprisoned  along  with 


*  ,')  St.  Tr.  ;H8.  443.  Tlie  defendant  had  earnestly  prayed  for  furtlier  time 
"  in  rec^ard  tlie  counsel  assigned  liim  refused  to  ajipear  for  him,  only  Sirjrarit 
Maynard  who  was  sick."  This  sickness  was  suspected  to  liave  been  brought  on 
by  a  dread  of  the  Tower. 

■\   5  St.  Tr.  93,5.   3  Clarendon,  Hist.  Keb. 985.    Tiie  noble  historian  adds:  "  The     Cromwell's 
Judges  were  sent  for,  and  severely  reprehended  for  suflering  that  licence.    AVhen    adniinis- 
they  with  all  humilily  mentioned  tlie  law  and  ^Iac.na  CiiAitTA,   Cromwell   told     tration  of 

them,  with  terms  of  contempt  and  derision,  'Their   Magna  1'" should   not    justice, 

control  his  actions,  which  be  knew  were  for  the  safety  of  the  Commonwealth.' 
He  asked  them.  '  who  made  them  Judges  ?  whether  they  had  any  authority  to  sit 
there  but  what  lie  gave  tiiem  ?  and  if  his  authority  were  at  an  end,  they  knew 
well  enough  what  would  become  of  themselves;'  and  dismissed  them  with  a 
caution  tliat  they  should  not  sufVer  the  lawyers  to  ])rate  what  it  would  not 
become  them  to  hear."  Notwillistanding  tiiis  coarse  and  violent  ebullition,  it 
should  be  recollecteil  that  "  iu  all  matters  wliich  did  not  concern  the  life  of  his 
jurisdiction  he  seemed  to  have  great  concern  for  the  law,'  and  that  pressing  the 
Judges  to  act  under  him  he  said,  "  he  would  rather  rule  by  rrd  cowns  tiian  by 
n  (t  emits. " 
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CHAP,     him  for  the  same  cause  had  lain  three  or  four  days  in  custody. 
PUT  ...  . 

"  they  unworthily  petitioned  to  be  set  at  liberty,  acknowledging 

His  mean     their  fault,  and  promising  to  do  so  no  more,  choosing  rather  to 
submission,  sacrifice  the   cause   of  their  client,  whereon  that   of  their 
country  was  eminently  concerned,  than  to  endure  a  little  re- 
straint with  the  loss  of  a  few  fees."* 
Declines  He  was  soon  again  on  good  terms  with  the  Protector,  and 

a^Pc^Hjv'^  might  have  been  one  of  his  Peers,  but  he  wisely  would  not 
Cromwell,  accept  any  promotion  which  would  take  him  from  the 
practice  of  his  profession ;  and  while  parliaments  sat  under 
Oliver,  he  continued  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons 
as  representative  for  Newton,  and  afterwards  for  Beralstonc. 
He  is  recorded  as  having  entered  a  solemn  protest  against 
two  evils  which  have  continued  to  visit  subsequent  parlia- 
ments —  "  excessive  legislation,  and  long  speeches."  "  A 
parliament,"  said  he,  "  hath  passed  more  laws  in  one  month, 
than  the  best  student  in  England  can  read  in  a  year,  and 
well  if  he  can  understand  them  then.  We  had  a  speech  to-day 
(Sir  Arthur  Haslerig's),  which  lasted  from  nine  to  twelve: 
if  you  go  on  at  this  rate  to  have  one  speech  a  day,  the  Dutch 
will  give  you  2000Z.  a  day  to  do  so."t 
Swears  al-  On  Oliver's  demise,  Maynard  immediately  swore  allegiance 
Ru.iiard.  ^^  ^^^^  succcssor,  and  had  his  patent  renewed,  as  "  Protector's 
Prime  Serjeant."  But  in  consequence  of  the  proved  in- 
capacity of  Richard,  and  the  confusion  which  followed,  the 
Assists  in  Presbyterians  resolved  to  recall  Charles  II.,  trusting  to  the 
Charles^]  I.  Comprehension  promised  them  privately  by  Hyde,  and  by  the 
King's  public  declaration  from  Breda,  and  Maynard,  as  one 
of  their  leaders,  took  an  active  part  in  the  measin-es  devised 
for  supporting  ]\ronk's  movement  to  crush  the  Commonwealth. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Council  of  State,  in  whom  the 
executive  government  was  for  some  time  vested  |,  and  he 
took  his  seat  once  more  as  representative  for  Totncss  on  the 
restoration  of  the  Bump,  and  being  returned  for  Bcralstone 
to  the  "  Convention  Parliament,"  he  was  very  u.<cfiil  in  rc- 


»  5  St.  T.  9:56. 

t    Bmfons  Diary.      Our  only  consolation  is  to  read  of  an  American  lt'i;islatiir 
beinp  "  five  days  in  possession  of  the  floor." 
J   Martyn's  T.ifc  of  Shaftesbury,  i.  2:! I. 
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pressing  the  republican  spirit,   which  still  showed  itself  in     CHAP. 
considerable  streng-th.* 


Charles,  on  his  arrival  at  Whitehall,  very  cordially  received 
the  Serjeant,  now  Avell  stricken  in  years,  and  little  expecting 
to  live  to  sit  in  another  "  Convention  Parliament,"  or  to  see 
the  expulsion  of  the  dynasty  now  so  enthusiastically  supported. 

He  submitted  to  the  ceremony  of  again  taking  the  coif  under  A.n.  I660. 

a  royal  writ,  which  treated  his  former  serjeantcy  as  a  nullity ;  ^j^de  ' 

— and,  to  reward  his  loyalty,  he  was  made  a  King's  Serjeant,  King's  Ser- 

and  received  the  honour  of  knighthood,  f     Sir  John  was  like-  knighted  at 

wise  offered  the  situation  of  a  puisne  Judge,  but  he  preferred  ^^^  ^^?' 

his  lucrative  practice  at  the  bar.  Nov.  9. 

Now   comes   the   most   discreditable   part   of  his   career,  a.  d.i  66 1. 

Along  Avith  Serjeant  Glynne,  who  had  acted  as  the  Protector's  ^^^^ 

Chief  Justice,  he  appeared  at  Westminster  among  the  Crown  assists  in 

1  .,  .  po'TT  -\r  n       1  •    1     prosecution. 

lawyers  to  sustain  the  prosecution  ot  Sir  Harry  V  ane  tor  high  of  sir 
treason,  • —  the  only  overt  act  being;  that  he  (like  the  two  Harry 

-^  .  Vane. 

Serjeants),  had  acted  under  the  authority  of  the  Common- 
wealth:—  an  instance  of  tei'sriversation  which  even  shocked 
the  warmest  royalists,  and  which  is  thus  held  up  to  scorn  by 
Butler :  — 

"  Did  not  the  learned  Glynne  and  Maynard, 
To  make  good  subjects  traitors,  strain  hard  ?  "  ^ 

Maynard,  however,  strenuously  resisted  the  measures  intro-   Defends 
duccd  by  Clarendon,  by  which  faith   was   broken   with  the  ot'iheVres- 

Prcsbyterians.  byterians. 

Though  baffled  in  the  unequal  contest,  he  showed  great  a.  n.  i6G7. 

moderation  on  the  fall  of  tlicir  capital  enemy,  by  contending  chirembn 

that  none  of  the  offences  charffcd  ajiainst  him  amounted  to  *^'>  dmrge 

high  treason.      "  Ko  man,"  said  he,  "  can  do  what  is  just,  treason. 
l)ut  he   must  have    what   is  true  before  him ;    where  life  is 
concerned  you  ought  to  have  a  moral  certainty  of  the  thing, 

*   4  Pari.  Hist.  i.   Ifi4.  f    Dugd.  Or.  Jur.   11',. 

\  Pi'])ys's  Diary  likewise  shows  the  public  scandal  excited  by  the  two  repub- 
lican Serjeants  become  royalists.  lie  thus  concludes  his  account  of  the  corona- 
tion ;  '•  Tluis  did  tiie  day  end  with  jt)v  every  wiiere,  and,  blessed  be  Ciod,  I  have 
not  heard  of  any  mischance  to  any  body  through  it  all,  but  only  to  Serjeant 
Cilynne,  whose  horse  fell  upon  him  yesterday,  and  is  like  to  kill  him,  which 
people  do  please  themselves  to  see  how  just  (iod  is  to  jmnish  the  rogue  at  such 
a  time  as  this,  being  now  one  of  the  King's  Serjeants,  and  rode  in  the  cavalcade 
with  INIaynard,  ^)  whom  pmplr  trisfi  tlir  sninr  foiti/tic." 

VOL.   IV.  ( 
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and  every  one  be  able  to  say,  upon  this  proof,  in  my  conscience, 
this  man  is  guilty.  Common  fame  is  no  ground  to  accuse  a 
man  where  matter  of  fact  is  not  clear.  To  say  an  evil  is  done, 
therefore  this  man  hath  done  it,  is  strange  in  morality, 
more  strange  in  logic."* 

lie  was  now  counsel  for  the  Crown  in  all  government 
prosecutions  f  ;  but  though  he  had  precedence  of  the  Attorney 
and  Solicitor  General,  he  did  not  take  a  prominent  part  iu 
any  case  which  occurred,  till  Lord  Shaftesbury  was  brought 
up  before  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  on  a  habeas  corpus, 
having  been  committed  to  the  Tower  by  the  House  of 
Lords  for  contending  that  the  parliament  was  dissolved. :|: 
The  question  now  arose  for  the  first  time,  "  whether  a 
warrant  of  commitment  by  either  House  of  Parliament 
must  be  framed  with  the  same  strictness  as  a  warrant  of 
commitment  by  an  inferior  tribunal,"  the  warrant  merely 
ordering  the  defendant  to  be  "  imprisoned  during  pleasure,  for 
high  contempts  committed  against  this  House."  Objection 
was  taken  "  that  the  cause  of  commitment  returned  was  not 
sufficient,  for  the  general  allegation  of  high  contempts  is  too 
uncertain,  as  the  Court  cannot  judge  of  the  contempt  if  it 
doth  not  appear  in  what  act  it  consists."  But  Maynard 
argued  that  the  House  of  Lords  was  a  branch  of  the  Icgis- 
lature  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  realm,  and  that  its 
resolutions  on  its  own  privileges  could  not  be  luljudicated 
upon  by  inferior  tribiuials,  whose  judgments  it  was  entitled 
to  review.  He  admitted,  that  "  if  the  commitment  had  been 
by  a  magistrate,  or  by  the  Common  Pleas,  or  Exchequer,  it 
could  not  have  been  supported ;  but  it  was  by  a  Court  not 
under  the  control  of  the  Court  desired  to  quash  it,  and 
whether  the  contempts  should  be  specified,  was  a  matter 
Avlthin  the  deliberation  of  that  Court,  not  of  this ;  that  when 
a  question  of  privilege  incidentally  arises  in  a  connnon  law 
action,  it  may  be  determined  by  the  connnon  law  Judges  ; 
but  here  the  question  was,  whether  the  Lords  had  caj>acity 
to   deternune  their  own  privileges,  and  whether  this  Court 


*   4  rail.  Hist.  ,17'_\  577. 

•)•   Si'u    Hex    V.    Tonge  and  others    for  high   treason,  (>    St.    IV. 
Alorley's  Trial,  ib.  776\,  Lord  Mordant's  Trial,  ib.  790". 
\    Ante,  Vol.   III.  p.  f^fif! 
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can  reverse  their  decision,  and  discharge  a  Peer  whom  they     CHAP, 
have  committed  for  contempt.     The  Judges  had  often  de-  ' 

manded  of  the  Lords  how  the  law  is,  and  how  a  statute 
should  be  expounded ;  and,  a  fortiori,  this  Court  ought  to 
demand  their  opinions  when  a  doubt  ariseth  on  an  order 
made  by  the  House  of  Lords,  respecting  their  own  privilege 
and  one  of  their  own  members,  instead  of  adjudicating  this 
order  to  be  erroneous." 

Luckily  for  parliamentary  privilege,  the  government  wished 
to  detain  Shaftesbury  in  custody,  or  this  unanswerable 
reasoning  might  not  have  prevailed ;  but  the  Judges  unani- 
mously adopted  it,  the  prisoner  was  remanded  to  the  Tower, 
and  the  precedent  has  hitherto  been  universally  followed, 
where  the  question  of  the  validity  of  the  commitment  by 
either  House  of  Parliament  has  arisen  on  a  habeas  corpus, 
although  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  throw  a  doubt  upon 
the  principle  where  the  question  arises  in  an  action.* 
'  During  the  reign  of  Charles  IL  Maynard  went  on  steadily  ^'"^  t-ftorts 
devoting  himself  to  his  profession,  and  eschewing  politics  as  House  of 
much  as  he  decently  could,  consistently  with  preserving  his  Commons. 
reputation  as  a  leader  of  the  Presbyterians ;  but  he  occa- 
sionally came  forward  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  great 
constitutional  questions.  His  arguments  in  the  dispute  with 
the  House  of  Lords  respecting  the  jurisdiction  of  that  House 
to  hear  appeals  from  Courts  of  Equity,  although  they 
proved  nugatory,  were  so  pleasing  to  the  Commons  that 
they  were  ordered  in  perpctuam  rci  memoriam  to  be  entered 
in  the  Journals.  In  the  discussions  on  the  "  Declaration  of 
Indulgence,"  in  1673,  he  boldly  denied  the  dispensing  power.t 
Likewise,  when  the  bill  was  proposed  two  years  after  for  purity 
of  Election,  he  strongly  supported  it,  saying,  "  This  bribing 
men  by  drink  is  a  lay  simony.  Ekctiones Jiant  liherc.  AVhat 
do  men  give  ho^-s  drink  for  ?     To  be  carried  on  the  shoulders 


*  6  St.  Tr.  1'2G9.  S.  C.  1  Freeman,  153.  1  Mod.  144.  3  Keble,  792. 
And  see  Murray's  Case,  1  Wils.  299.  Brass  Crosby's  Case,  19  St.  Tr.  11:57. 
Oliver's  Case,  2  Sir  W.  131.  758.  Flower's  Case,  8  T.  U.  314.  Sir  John  Hob- 
lioiise's  Case,  3  Barn,  and  Aid.  420.  Case  of  Sheriffs  of  :Middlesex,  11  Ad.  and 
Ell.  275.      Lord  CamijheU's  Spoeclics,  240  —  251. 

t    1   I'avl.  Hist.  377.      li).  783. 
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of  drunken  fellows."  He  was,  nevertheless,  for  a  high  pro- 
perty qualification  in  the  representatives.  The  franchise  of 
the  electors  hardly  seems  to  have  been  generally  considered 
in  England  from  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  when  it  was  con- 
fined in  counties  to  freeholders  of  40  shillings,  till  the  reign  of 
George  IH.,  when  the  discussion  originated  which  terminated 
in  the  Reform  Bill. 

Maynard  took  an  active  part  in  the  prosecutions  which 
arose  out  of  the  Popish  plot,  conducting  some  before  a  jury 
as  counsel  for  the  Crown,  and  others  before  the  Lords  as  a 
manager  for  the  House  of  Commons.  He  was  particularly 
conspicuous  on  the  trials  of  Coleman  and  of  Lord  Stafford, 
repeating  on  both  occasions  his  favourite  quotation ;  "  Multi 
ob  stultitiam  non  putabant,  multi  ob  ignorantiam  non  vide- 
bant,  multi  ob  pravitatem  non  credebant,  et  non  credendo 
conjurationem  adjuvabant." 

In  these  cases  he  might  be  carried  away  by  popular  enthu- 
siasm, but  I  must  strongly  reprobate  a  cold-blooded  attempt  he 
made  (from  no  motive  that  I  can  discover,  except  the  profes- 
sional passion  for  getting  the  verdict)  to  convict  of  murder  the 
minor  peer.  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  had,  by  mere  mischance, 
killed  another  school-boy.  Although  no  evidence  was  given 
for  the  accused,  no  case  being  made  out  against  him, —  after 
the  Solicitor  General  had  replied  for  the  Crown,  the  old 
Serjeant  delivered  a  furious  address  to  the  Lord  High  Stew- 
ard and  the  Peers-triers,  calling  on  them  to  convict,  and  con- 
cluding with  these  words :  *'  Thus  stands  the  case  before 
your  Grace  and  my  Lords ;  it  is  a  case  of  blood,  and  it  cries 
loud."  But,  to  the  honour  of  the  peerage,  the  poor  boy  was 
acquitted,  one  or  two  Lords  finding  it  manslaughter,  and  all 
the  rest  saying  generally,  JVot  Guilt//.* 

I  must  likewise  hold  up  to  indignation  the  attempt  whicli 
he  made  in  Lord  Danby's  case  to  pervert  the  famous  Statute 
of  Treasons,  25  Edward  TIL,  by  laying  down  that  "  it  was 
only  binding  on  the  Inferior  Courts,  while  In  a  proceeding  by 
way  of  parliamentary  impeachment  any  thing  may  be  declared 
treason  ;  "  for  he  must  have  been  well  aware  that  the  } ower 


7  St.  'J'r.  144—158. 
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to  declare   new  treasons  was  to  be  exercised  only  by  pro-     chap. 
spective  legislation,  and  that  an  impeachment  for  treason,  as 


well  as  an  indictment,  could  only  properly  be  for  an  offence 
declared  to  be  treason  before  it  was  committed.  Swift, 
with  his  usual  keenness,  remarks  on  the  Serjeant's  casuistry 
in  this  case  respecting  the  power  of  parliament  to  declare 
ncAv  treasons  — "  Yes,  by  a  new  act,  but  not  by  a  retrospec- 
tive one :  Maynard  was  a  knave  and  a  fool,  with  all  his 
law."  * 

When  the  "  Exclusion  Bill  "  was  brought  forward,  he  sup-  Supports 
ported  it  on  the  ground  that  the  hopes  of  a  Popish  successor  ^j^^^  g|j,"' 
encouraged  the  Popish  plot.  "  Shall  we  be  led,"  he  ex- 
claimed, "  like  an  ox  to  the  slaughter,  or  a  fool  to  the  stocks, 
and  not  apprehend  our  danger  ?  "  While  the  measure  was 
pending,  he  slipped  away  to  the  circuit  without  leave  of 
absence.  This  being  discovered,  his  son  was  instructed  to 
inform  him  that  "  if  he  did  not  return  forthwith  he  should  be 
sent  for  in  custody,  he  being  treated  thus  tenderly  in  respect 
of  his  having  been  long  the  Father  of  the  House."  f 

In  the  critical  parliament  at  Oxford  which  followed,  he 
was  so  far  carried  away  by  faction  as  to  forget  what  he  had 
said  when  he  was  himself  imprisoned  for  high  treason,  and  to 
abet    Shaftesbury   in    the    unconstitutional    attempt    to    try 
Fitzharris,  a  commoner,  on  a  similar  impeachment  for  high   March, 
treason,  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Peers;    but  no  better   ^^^'' 
reasoning  could  be  adduced  by  him  than  the  following :  — 
"  This  damnable  Popish  plot  is  still  on  foot  in  England,  and 
I  am  sure  in  Ireland  too ;  and  what  arts  and  crafts  have  been 
used   to    hide    this    plot !     It   began  witli  tlic  nuuxlcr  of  a 
magistrate ;    then   with   perjury  and  false   subornation,   and 
this  of  Fitzharris  is  a  second  part  of  that.     We  sent  up  an   He  con- 
impeachment  to  the  Lords  against  Fitzliarris,  and  told  the    ^^,^^,3",.;^-^ 
Lords  that  In  due  time  we  would  bring  up  articles  against  case  tiiat  a 
him,  and  the  Lords  refuse  to  try  him.      In   effect  tlu-y  make  li"""",""'^'^ 
us  no  parliament.      If  we  are  the  pro^^ecutors,  and  they  will   tried  by 
not  hear  our  accu,<atIon,  their  own  lives  as  well  as  ours  are  for  high 
concerned.     Lhis  Is  a  strange  way  of  ])rocecdIng:   the  same  ''■^^••''■""■ 

♦   'J  Hiini.  ().  T.  ,"i^.      11  St.    Tr.  r>'j<.). 
t    Com.  Joiini.  vol.  vili. 
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day  we  impeach  Fitzharris,  they  vote  we  shall  not  prosecute 
him :  now,  when  all  is  at  stake,  we  must  not  prosecute. 
If  this  be  so,  Holland  must  submit,  and  let  the  French  run 
over  all.  This  is  a  strange  breach  of  privilege  of  parliament, 
and  tends  to  the  danger  of  the  King's  person,  and  the  de- 
struction of  the  Protestant  religion ;  and  I  hope  you  will 
vote  it  so."*  It  was  so  voted;  but  the  public  condemned 
the  attempt  to  deprive  an  Englishman  of  his  birth-right,  the 
benefit  of  a  trial  by  his  own  peers,  and  the  king  dissolved  the 
parliament,  with  the  general  applause  of  the  nation,  f 

Now  came  out  the  Earl  of  Roscommon's  "  Ghost  of  the 
Old  House  of  Commons  to  the  New  One  appointed  to  meet 
at  Oxford,"  in  which  the  old  Serjeant  is  handled  very  roughly 
by  the  nephew  and  godson  of  Strafford. | 

"  The  robe  was  summon'd,  Maynard  in  the  head, 
In  legal  murder  none  so  deeply  read  ; 
I  brought  him  to  tlie  bar  where  once  he  stood 
Stain'd  with  the  (yet  unexpiated)  blood 
Of  the  brave  Strafford,  when  three  kingdoms  rung 
With  his  accumulative  hackney  tongue  ; 
Prisoners  and  witnesses  were  standing  by. 
These  had  been  taught  to  swear,  and  those  to  die. 
And  to  expect  the  arbitrary  fates, 
Some  for  ill  faces,  some  for  good  estates. 
To  fright  the  people  and  alarm  the  town, 
Bedloe  and  Oates  employ'd  the  reverend  gown  ; 
But  wiiile  the  triple  mitre  bore  the  blame. 
The  King's  three  crowns  were  their  rebellious  aim." 

Maynard  Avas  immediately  after  subjected  to  a  great  mor- 
tification, in  being  required,  as  King's  Ancient  Serjeant,  to 
prosecute  before  a  Jury  the  very  Fitzharris  who  the  Com- 
mons had  voted  could  not,  without  a  gross  breach  of  their 
privileges,  be  proceeded  against  according  to  the  course  of 
the    common   law ;    the  impeachment    in  the    name    of  the 

*    4  Pari.  Hist.  1335. 

f  Ante,  Vol.  III.  Chap.  XCIII.  This  subject  is  very  ably  treated  in  the 
Kdniburgh  Review,  No.  clxviii.  ]>.  329.  The  learned  and  ingenious  writer,  taking 
the  opposite  side,  in  answer  to  precedents,  authorities,  and  general  arguments, 
relies  almost  exclusively  on  the  dictum  of  Selden,  which  wouhl  have  been  entitled 
to  much  respect  but  for  the  reasoning  by  which  it  is  sup])orted.  If,  indeed,  the 
Commons  upon  an  im|)eachmeiit  were,  as  .Selden  su|ii)oses,  "  instead  of  a  jury,"' 
a  commoner  might  be  tried  before  them  for  his  life,  but  they  are  simply  "  ac- 
cusers" as  much  as  the  Attorney  General,  and  the  Lords  exclusively  decide 
both  u|)on  tlie  law  and  facts  of  the  case.  Tiie  Lords  do  try  the  d.liniiuent  as 
well  as  pasH  jitdf/iiir/it  upon  him. —  'I'here  is  not  a  single  instance  in  our  records 
of  a  commoner  being  capitally  convicted  by  the  Lords,  and  surely  the  weight 
of  authority  is  greatly  against  such  a  proceeding. 

I    See  Johnson's  "  Life  of  Roscommon." 
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Commons  of  England  being  to  be  considered  as  depending,  CHAP, 
notwithstanding  a  dissolution.  After  due  deliberation,  the 
old  lawyer  preferred  the  performance  of  his  professional 
duty  to  the  resignation  of  his  professional  dignity,  and  Fitz- 
harris  having  pleaded  the  pendency  of  the  impeachment  in 
abatement  of  the  indictment,  Serjeant  Maynard  contended 
with  Serjeant  Jeffreys,  his  brother  counsel,  that  the  plea 
was  so  vicious,  that  it  ought  to  be  quashed  without  the 
Attorney  General  being  even  called  upon  to  demur  to  it. 
The  plea  was  quashed  accordingly,  and  the  prisoner  was  con- 
victed and  executed.* 

It  was  said  of  Maynard  that,  "  as  a  lawyer,  all  parties  were  a.  n.  i  g84. 
willing  to  employ  him,  and  he  Avas  equally   willing  to  be  for^papfi^ 
employed  by  all."     Accordingly,  after  the  victory  gained  by  ion. 
the    Court    in    the    City    of    London,    he    was    counsel    for 
Papillon  in  the  famous  action  brought  against  him  as  Sheriff 
by  the  late  Lord  IVIayor  for  a  false  arrest,  on  the  ground  that 
Papillon  and  Dubois  had  not  been  duly  elected  Slieriffs,  and 
that  all  acts  done  by  them  in  executing   process  wei'c   un- 
lawful.     This  I  think  is  the  Serjeant's  most  elo([uent  forensic 
effort ;  but  it  had  no  effect  upon  a  packed  jvu'y,  who  I'ound  a 
vcrdi(.>t  for  the  plaintiff  with   10,000/.  damages,  and  merited 
this  (H)mpliment  from  Chief  Justice  Jeffreys,  "  Gentlemen, 
you  seem  to  l)e  persons  that  have  sense  about  you,  and  con- 
sideration   for  the    <j;overnment.     You    have    <i-iven    a    oood 
verdict,  and  ai-e  greatly  to  be  commended  for  it."t 

Nevertheless,    INIaynard   was  always   vi'ry   courteous    and   Ancient 
respectful  to  the  Judo-es,  even  amidst  tlieir  worst  atrocities,    ^crjeant  to 

i  o      '  ^    James  1 1. 

and  he  had  been  so  careful  not  to  give  any  mortal  offence  to 
the  government,  that  on  the  demise  of  the  crown  he  was 
re-a])pointed  "  Ancient  Serjeant  "  by  James  IL,  and  he  was 
employed  in  this  capacity  to  assist  in  the  investigation  re- 
specting tlie  birth  of  tlie  Prince. + 

During  this  reign  he  was  placed  In  a  a  cry  awkward  His  I.ipsc 
Situation,  l)emg  supocnaed  as  a  witness  by  1  itus  Oates,  when  ^^.,  ^^.^^  ,^  ' 
that  miscreant  was  indicted  for  perjury.  The  Serjeant,  who  aminod  ,is 
liad  so  often  supported  Ills  veracity,  was  examined  to  his  eha-   yuu^ 

Oatcs. 

•    S  St.  'I'r.  '_'■!;)— :'/)!».  f    lo  St.  'I'r.  :i7-J. 

t    !•_'  St.  Tr.   1-2.-,. 
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CHAP,  racter  and  required  to  state  on  oath  some  particulars  that 
had  occurred  on  the  trial  of  Lord  Stafford. —  Serj.  Muynard. 
"  I  know  nothing  truly,  nor  can  I  remember  any  thing  of  it 
now." —  C.  J.  Jeffreys.  "  He  says  he  remembers  nothing." 
—  Serj.  Maynard.  "  If  Mr.  Oates  had  told  me  before-hand, 
when  he  subpoenaed  me,  what  time  and  what  particular 
things  he  would  have  examined  me  to,  probably,  if  I  was 
there,  I  have  notes  that  I  then  took  ;  but  I  can  never  swear 
to  my  memory  for  any  cause  so  long  ago." —  Oates.  "  My 
Lord,  I  am  very  sorry  Mr.  Serjeant  Maynard's  age  should  so 
impair  his  memory." —  C.  J.  Jeffreys.  "  I  dare  say  you  are 
not  more  sorry  for  his  age  than  he  is."*  AVe  cannot  help 
suspecting  that  this  supposed  lapse  of  memory  from  senility 
was  affected,  as  five  years  later  the  same  individual  took  an 
important  part  in  the  settlement  of  the  kingdom,  on  the 
landing  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  was  actually  intrusted 
with  the  custody  of  the  Great  Seal. 
Nov.  1685.  In  the  only  parliament  of  James  II.,  Maynard  still  repre- 
n  t  e  par-  ggjj^g(j  Bcralstonc,  and  he  now  displayed  more  than  his  usual 

Jiament  of  '  I      J 

James  II.  bolducss.  A  bill  was  brought  in  to  make  words  disparag- 
the'^BiiVto  ^"o  ^^^  King's  person  or  government  high  treason,  which 
make  words  it  was  supposcd  would  liavc  embraced  any  thing  spoken 
'  against  the  King's  religion.  "  This  was  chiefly  opposed  by 
Serjeant  Maynard,  who  in  a  very  grave  speech  laid  o})en  the 
inconvenience  of  making  words  treason ;  '  they  were  often 
ill  heard,  and  ill  understood,  and  were  apt  to  be  misrecited 
by  a  very  small  variation :  men  in  a  passion,  or  in  drink, 
might  say  things  they  never  intended ;  therefore,  he  hoped 
they  would  keep  to  the  law  of  Edward  III.,  by  which  an 
overt  act  was  made  the  necessary  proof  of  all  intentions.' 
When  others  insisted  that  '  out  of  the  abundance  of  the 
heart  the  mouth  speaketh,'  he  brought  the  in.stance  of  our 
Saviour's  words,  '  Destroy  this  Tcmi)le,  &c.,'  and  showed 
how  near  tlie  Temple  was  to  tJiis  Teni])lc,  pronouncing  it  in 
Syriac,  so  that  the  difference  was  almost  imperceptible. 
*  There  was  nothing  more  Innocent  than  these  words  as  our 
Saviour  meant  and  spoke  them,  but  nothing  more  criminal 

•    10  St.  Tr.  116i:. 
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than  the  setting  on  a  multitude  to  destroy  the  Temple.'     This     CHAP. 
made  some  impression   at  that  time ;    but    if  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth's  landing  had  not  brought  the  session  to  an  early 
conclusion,   that,   and  every  thing  else,  Avhich  the  officious 
courtiers  were  projecting  would  have  certainly  passed."* 

After  the  suppression  of  Monmouth's  rebellion,  a  supply  And  the 
was  proposed  to  keep  up  a  standing  army,  which  was  to  be  ^"^p  J^  *^ 
commanded  by  Roman  Catholic  officers.     The  Serjeant  joined  standing 
in  stoutly  opposing  this  plan  of  military  government.     After 
showing  that,  by  the  existing  law,  and  the  powers  vested  in 
Sheriffs  and  Lord   Lieutenants,  the  internal  tranquillity  of 
the  country  was  sufficiently  provided  for,  and  that  we  were 
at  peace  with  all  foreign  nations,  he  observed,  "  If  you  give 
this  supply,  it  is  for  an  army ;   and  then,  may  not  this  army 
be  made  of  those  that  will  not  take  the  test  ?  which  act  was 
not  designed  a  punishment  for  the  Papists,  but  a  protection 
for  ourselves."  t 

A  vote  for  a  supply  was  carried  by  a  ministerial  majority ;   End  of  the 
but  such  a  stoi'm   was   excited,  that  the  King  immediately   james  II. 
dissolved  the  parliament,   and  ruled  thereafter  without  the 
pretence  even  of  being  restrained  by  law,  till  his  combined 
vlt)lence  and  folly  precipitated  him  from  the  throne. 

•   2  Burn.  O.  T.  :}2;}.  f  4  Pari.  Hist.  1.375.     5  Pari.  Hist.  26. 
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CONCLUSION   OF    THE    LIFE    OF   LOUD   COMMISSIONER  MAYNARD. 


CHAP. 
CIV. 

Jan.  22. 
1689. 
Maynard 
returned  to 
Convention 
Parlia- 
ment. 

Jan.  28. 
He  sup- 
ports the 
resolution 
that  "  King 
James  had 
abdicated, 
and  that 
the  throne 
was  va- 
cant." 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Convention  Parliament,  Maynard 
was  returned  by  Plympton,  as  well  as  by  Beralstone,  and 
chose  to  serve  for  the  former  borough.  From  his  great  age  and 
experience,  he  was  looked  up  to  as  an  oracle  of  constitutional 
law  in  the  discussions  which  arose  respecting  the  vacancy  of 
the  throne.  The  House,  according  to  his  advice,  having 
gone  into  a  grand  committee  "  on  the  state  of  the  nation," 
he  strongly  supported  the  resolution  that  "  King  James  11. 
having  endeavoured  to  subvert  the  constitution  of  the  king- 
dom by  breaking  the  original  contract  between  King  and 
people,  and  by  the  advice  of  Jesuits  and  other  wicked  persons, 
having  violated  the  fundamental  laws,  and  having  Avithdrawu 
himself  out  of  this  kingdom,  has  abdicated  the  government, 
and  that  the  throne  is  thereby  vacant."  In  answer  to  the 
objection  that  they  were  deposing  the  King,  and  making  the 
monarchy  elective,  he  said,  "  The  question  is  not  whether 
we  can  depose  the  King,  but  whether  the  King  lias  not 
deposed  himself.  It  is  no  new  project ;  our  government  is 
mixed  —  not  monarchical  and  tyrannous,  but  lias  hud  its 
beginning  from  the  people.  There  may  be  such  a  trans- 
gression in  the  Prince,  that  the  people  will  be  no  more 
governed  by  him."  He  admitted  tliat  the  King  being  a 
Papist  did  not  thereby  make  himself  incapable  of  the  Crown, 
there  being  hitherto  no  law  to  that  efl'ect ;  but  lie  insisted 
that  by  James's  nuilti})lied  violations  of  the  constitution,  lie 
had  broken  the  contract  between  the  Crown  and  the  people, 
and  that  he  was  to  ))e  considered  as  ricilitcr  viortuus,  with 
this  unexampled  accompaniment,  that  being  iintur(ill>/  allrc 
his  heir  was  not  designated;  and  it  (U-Nolved  ujxiu  the 
two  Houses  of  Parliament  to  restore  tlie  equilibrium  ol"  the 
constitution  by  appointing  to  tlie  throne, —  whicli  they  would 
best   do  by   ofTcring   it  to    Protestants   descended    Iruiii    the 
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royal  family,  who  might  most  worthily  fill  it  for  the  public     CHAP. 
good.*  ^^^- 

This  resolution  passed  by  a  vast  majority  in  the  Commons, 
but  was  far  from  being  agreeable  to  the  Upper  House,  where 
a  vote  for  a  Regent  was  very  nearly  carried.  The  Lords 
insisted  that  the  word  "  deserted,"  should  be  substituted  for 
"  abdicated,"  and  that  the  clause  respecting  the  "  vacancy  of 
the  throne,"  should  be  entirely  omitted. 

This  dispute  between  the  two  Houses  leading  to  "  a  free  Feb.  6. 
conference  "  in  the  Painted  Chamber,  Maynard  was  appointed  j.  j^^-  ^ 
one  of  the  managers  to  conduct  it  on  the  part  of  the  Com-  "free'con- 
mons,  and  he  boldly  combated  the  high  tory  doctrines  of  ^[j^j^^  ' 
the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  and  the  managers  for  the  Lords. 
"  When  there  is,"  said  he,  "  a  present  defect  of  one  to  ex- 
ercise the  administration  of  the  government,  I  conceive  the 
declaring  a  vacancy,  and  provision  for  a  supply  for  it,  can 
never  make  the  Crown  elective.  The  Commons  apprehend 
that  there  is  such  a  defect  now  ;  and  by  consequence,  a 
])resent  necessity  for  the  su])ply  of  the  government.  My 
Lords,  the  constitution,  notwithstanding  the  vacancy,  is  the 
same  ;  but  if  there  be  an  irreparable  breach  of  the  con- 
stitution, that  is  an  al>dication,  and  an  abdication  infers  a 
Aacancy.  It  is  not  that  the  Commons  do  say  the  Crown  of 
England  is  always  and  perpetually  elective ;  but  it  is  neces- 
sary there  be  a  supply  where  there  is  a  defect,  and  the  doing 
of  that  will  be  no  alteration  of  the  monarchy  from  hereditary 
to  elective.  As  to  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales  succeeding 
rightfully  as  heir,  I  say  no  man  can  now  be  called  heir  of 
.lames  II.  We  have  a  maxim  in  law  as  certain  as  any  other. 
Nemo  est  licercs  viventis.  His  heir  is  now  in  nnhihus.  Wliat 
^^hall  we  do  till  he  is  dead?  The  Crown  cannot  descend  till 
then."' 

The    Earl  of   Pembroke    tried    to   answer    this    technical   His  argu- 
reusonino;  l)v  savln<>:,  "  I  cannot  directly  name  him  that  hatli   '"^""V'!''' 
I  lie   innncdiatc  right;   ])ut  it  is  enough  to  i)rcvent  a  vacancy   of  iVm- 
thal  there  is,  and  must  be,  an  heir  or  successor,  let  he  be  who 
he    will."     JMinjiKird. — "But    your    Lordslilp    will    neither 

*   r,  Pari.   Hist.  ISO'.    10.    ij. 
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CHAP,     agree  that  it  is  vacant,  nor  tell  us  how  it  is  full.     Is  James 
^^^*       King?     Then  obey  him.     But  you  allow  that  he  is  not  to 
""  be  obeyed.     Then  he  is  not  King.     Tell  us,  then,  who  is 

King,  if  King  James  be  not.  But  if  there  be  now  no  King, 
the  throne  is  vacant."  Pembroke. — "  Sure,  Mr.  Serjeant, 
you  agree,  that  notwithstanding  Charles  II.  was  abroad  at 
his  father's  death,  and  did  not  actually  exercise  the  govern- 
ment, yet  in  law  he  was  not  the  less  heir  for  that ;  nor  was 
the  throne  vacant."  Maynard.  — "  That  is  not  like  this  case, 
because  there  the  descent  was  legally  immediate ;  but  there 
can  be  no  hereditary  descent  during  King  James's  life. 
Therefore,  unless  we  declare  and  fill  up  the  vacancy,  there 
must  be  an  everlasting  war  entailed  upon  us ;  his  title  con- 
tinuing, and  we  opposing  his  return  to  the  exercise  of  his 
prerogatives.  Pray,  my  Lords,  consider  the  condition  of  the 
nation  till  there  be  a  government ;  no  law  can  be  executed, 
no  debts  can  be  compelled  to  be  paid,  no  offences  can  be 
punished,  no  one  can  tell  what  to  do  to  obtain  his  right  or 
defend  himself  from  wrong.  You  still  say  the  throne  is  not 
void,  and  yet  you  will  not  tell  us  who  fills  it.  If  once  you 
will  agree  that  the  throne  is  vacant,  it  will  then  come  orderly 
in  debate  how  it  should,  according  to  our  law,  be  filled.  If 
our  law  is  silent,  then  we  must  look  to  the  law  of  nature 
(above  all  human  laws),  and  provide  for  the  public  weal  in 
such  an  exigency  as  this." 
Feb.  7.  The  two  parties  separated,  probably  without  any  change 

of  private  opinion  among  them ;  but  the  Lords,  frightened  by 
the  hori'ors  of  anarchy  which  Maynard  had  painted,  next 
day  resiled,  and  sent  a  message  that  they  agreed  to  the  reso- 
Feb.  13.  lution  of  the  Commons  without  any  amendment,  "  The 
Declaration  of  Kiglits  "  soon  followed,  and  William  and  jNIary 
were  upon  the  throne.* 
Feb.  li).  Maynard  strongly  supported  the  first  measure  of  the  new 

1689.  reign,  which  was  by  resolution  to  prevent  the  dissolution  of 

supports       the  "  Convention,"  although  it  had  been  called ^ — not  l)y  royal 
the  turning  ^yj.j^g . —  jjut;  bv  Icttcrs  from  tlic  Princc  of  Oi'ano-c.      lie  was 

ofthe"(on-  ,  ''  ^  m      • 

vention "       conscious  that  the  high  Churchmen  and  the  Tories  had  already 

into  a  "Par- 
liament." 

•   .5  Pari.  Hist    7'2.  Sf),  90.  10,;. 
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forgot  their  recent  dangers  and  deliverance;  and  if  a  new  CHAP. 
parliament  had  been  summoned,  would  generally  have  voted 
for  adherents  of  the  abdicated  sovereign.  He  said,  therefore, 
"  On  the  consequence  of  this  debate  will  b3  the  safety  of  the 
nation,  and  of  the  Protestant  religion.  I  think  we  are  a  par- 
liament. What  is  a  parliament  but  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons ?  The  convention  in  which  I  sat,  1 2  Charles  II., 
resolved,  that  without  a  writ  from  the  King  we  were  a 
parliament.  We  acted  on  the  greatest  law  in  the  world, 
which  is  recorded  in  the  Twelve  Tables,  Salus  populi  suprema 
lex  esto.  We  sat  here  before  the  King  was  declared,  and 
much  more  may  we  now.  There  is  a  great  danger  in  sending 
out  writs  at  this  time,  if  you  consider  what  a  ferment  the 
nation  is  in  ;  and  I  think  the  clergy  are  out  of  their  wits ; 
and  I  believe  if  the  clergy  had  their  wills,  few  of  us  would  be 
here  again.  You  will  not  declare  yourselves  no  parliament, 
unless  you  are  out  of  your  wits.  As  for  the  clergy,  I  have 
much  honour  for  high  and  low  of  them ;  l)ut  I  must  say  they 
are  in  a  ferment ;  there  are  pluralists  among  them,  and  when 
they  should  preach  the  gospel,  they  preach  against  the  par- 
liament and  the  law  of  England."*  His  advice  was  followed, 
and  there  was  no  dissolution  till  the  following  year,  when 
men's  minds  were  more  tranquilliscd,  and  William's  success 
in  Scotland  hud  weakened  the  doctrine  of  divine  right,  al- 
though even  then  a  majority  of  Tories  was  returned. 

The  resolution  being  taken  to  separate  the  judicial  from   iviaynara 


made  First 
Lord  Com- 


tlie  (jreat 


the  political  duties  hitherto  intrusted  to  the  one  individual 
who  held  the  Great  Seal,  and  to  have  several  Judges  sitting  missionerof 
togetlier  to  desj)atch  tlie  business  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
the  offer  was  made  to  the  veteran  Maynard  to  place  liim  at 
the  head  of  tliem.  Altliough  he  was  now  in  his  88th  year. 
Ills  mental  faculties  remained  quite  unimpaired.  Such  ac- 
tivity and  spirits  did  he  likewise  possess,  that  in  spite  of 
several  generations  of  younger  leaders  who  had  successively 
sprung  uj)  to  compete  with  him,  his  ])racticc  at  the  bar 
remained  with  him  undiminished.  Forgetting  how  short  a 
periotl  he  could  by  the  course  of  nature  nosv  enjoy  it,  he  felt 

*   5  F:irl.    Hist.  !JI.  I  JS,  131. 
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CHAP. 
CIV. 


April  17. 
1689. 
Lords 
Commis- 
sioners 
sworn  in 
and  in- 
stalled. 


A.D.  1689. 
New  Great 
Seal. 


Act  to  settle 
the  juris- 
diction and 
precedence 
of  the  Lords 
Commis- 
sioners. 


a  severe  pang  when  required  to  sacrifice  his  fees  for  an  office 
which  he  dreaded  might  be  very  precarious.  However,  after 
some  hesitation  he  accepted  it,  intending  perhaps  after  various 
examples  of  that  age,  if  he  should  lose  it,  again  to  practise  as 
an  advocate,  and  to  argue  that  all  such  of  his  judicial  de- 
cisions, as  when  cited  against  him,  should  appear  to  impugn 
the  positions  he  had  to  sustain  for  his  new  clients,  Avere  erro- 
neous. His  brother  Commissioners,  Keck  and  Rawlinson, 
though  considered  sound  lawyers,  were  unknown  to  the 
public ;  and  he  had  nearly  as  much  eclat  as  if  he  had  been 
appointed  Lord  Chancellor. 

They  received  the  Great  Seal  in  Hilary  vacation*,  and  on 
the  first  day  of  Easter  Term,  they  were  duly  inaugurated  in 
Westminster  Hall.  "  Before  they  entered  upon  any  business, 
they  took  the  oaths  usually  administered  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor or  Lord  Keeper  (mutatis  mutandis),  the  book  being 
held  to  them  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  f,  and  the  oaths  read 
to  them  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown." 

King  James's  Great  Seal  fished  up  from  the  river  Tliamcs 
was  for  some  time  used,  but  on  the  23d  of  May  an  order 
was  made  by  the  King  in  Council  for  a  new  Great  Seal, 
representing  his  Majesty  and  his  spouse  sitting  together 
lovingly  on  the  throne  ;  and  tliis  being  soon  engraved,  Avas 
used  till  Mary's  death. 

But  serious  difficulties  arose  respecting  the  jurisdiction 
and  precedence  of  the  Lord  Commissioners  ;  for,  except  dur- 
ing the  Commonwealth,  such  an  ariangement  for  tlie  trans- 
action of  Chancery  business  had  never  been  attempted,  and 
no  weight  was  given  to  Cromwellian  precedents.  To  obviate 
these  difficulties  an  Act  was  passed  "  for  enabling  Lords 
Commissioners   of  the   Great    Seal   to   execute  the  office  of 


*  On  account  of  tlie  interrej^num  Hilary  Term  liad  not  been  ke])t,  and  Xhv 
administration  of  justice  had  been  comjilctely  sus])endcd.  In  consequence  an 
act  was  jiassed  (1  W.  &  I\L  c.  4.)  "for  renewing  actions  and  process  lately  de- 
jicnding  in  the  courts  at  Westminster,  and  discontinued  by  the  not  holding  oi 
Hilary  Term,  and  for  supplying  other  defects  relating  to  jjroceedings  at  law," 
wiiereby  it  was  enacted,  among  other  things,  that  all  offences  committed  during 
the  interregnimi,  which  was  reckoned  from  the  11th  December,  16'SS,  to  the 
12th  March,  lf)89,  shoidd  t)e  laid  in  indictments,  to  be  instead  of  "contra  ])acem 
He(jis"  "  contra  paccm  Ri(iiiiy 

t    Cro.  Office  Min.  fol."):^:;. 


LIFE    OF    LORD    COMMISSIONER    MAYNARD. 


31 


Lord  Chancellor  or  Lord  Keeper,"  which  enacted  that  they 
should  have  the  same  power  as  the  Lord  Chancellor  or  Lord 
Keeper,  two  being  required  to  put  the  Great  Seal  to  any 
instrument,  and  one  being  authorised  to  hear  interlocutory 
motions  —  all  having  precedence  next  after  Peers  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons.  * 

Maynard  continued  to  hold  his  office  along  with  Keck 
and  Rawlinson  till  the  end  of  Easter  Term,  in  the  following 
year.  They  were  allowed  to  be  diligent,  patient,  and  up- 
right, but  their  despatch  of  business  did  not  give  so  much 
satisfaction  as  was  expected.  People  began  to  suspect  that 
Equity  suits  differing  so  much  from  actions  at  law  were 
better  adapted  to  the  cognisance  of  a  single  judge :  the 
Lords  Commissioners  sometimes  differed  in  a  manner  not 
edifying  :  Maynard,  without  official  political  functions, 
still  continuing  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  used 
to  attend  there  when  his  presence  was  needed  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery  ;  and  being  deprived  of  the  exercise  which  he 
had  taken  for  above  sixty  years  by  walking  up  and  down 
Westminster  Hall,  and  making  speeches  at  the  bar,  his  health 
suffered,  and  his  infirmities  multiplied  upon  him. 

The  printed  Reports  of  Chancery  during  his  year  of  office 
give  us  a  very  imperfect  notion  of  his  judicial  powers,  as 
they  almost  all  begin  the  judgment  with  the  words  "  Per 
Curiam^''  without  distinguishing  what  was  said  by  the  several 
Commissioners. 

Once  I  find  what  I  consider  doubtful  doctrine  laid  down 
"  Per  Lord  Maijno.rd^''  f  that  unless  a  submission  to  arbitra- 

*  1  W.  &  I\I.  c.  21.  There  are  some  curious  entries  in  the  journals  respecting 
tlie  progress  of  tliis  bill  through  tlie  Two  Houses.  A  clause  was  introduced  in 
the  I>ords  to  f'orljid  the  sate  of  the  office  of  Master  in  Chancery,  wliich 
"  J^ord  INIaynard "  contrived  to  get  thrown  out.  This  might  iiave  induced 
Swift  to  write  in  the  margin  of  his  copy  of  Burnet,  where  an  anecdote  is 
related  to  INIaynard's  honour,  "  He  was  an  old  rogue  for  all  that."  See  last 
edition  of  O.  T.  iii.  ,'541.  The  bill  was  brought  in  and  read  a  first  time  the 
18th  of  March.  The  clause  about  selling  masterships  was  added  in  committee 
on  the  'i.'th  of  ^larch  ;  but  after  a  conference  between  the  'I"wo  Houses  on  the 
20th  of  June  was  rejected,  and  clauses  forbidding  the  sale  of  the  otlice  of  Gustos 
Jioluloiji/ii  were  substituted  for  it.  —  Lords,"  Joiirii.  16'S8-9. 

f  He  was  always  so  designated  while  Commissioner  of  the  Great  Seal,  the 
title  of"  Lord"  added  to  the  Christian  name  being  given  to  the  Chief  Justices, 
as  "  Lord  Hale,"  •'  Lord  Holt  ;  "   while  in  Scotland  the  custom  was  and  is  for  a 
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tion  contains  the  words  "  ita  quod  an  award  be  made  de  et 
super  prcBmissis,  &c."  an  award  on  a  part  is  binding,  although 
it  leaves  the  residue  of  the  controversy  unsettled  *  ;  but  in 
the  only  other  case  in  which  his  separate  opinion  Avas  given 
respecting  the  right  of  the  half  blood  to  have  administration, 
and  an  equal  share  of  personal  property  with  the  whole  ])lood, 
—  the  decree  which  he  recommended  being  appealed  from, 
after  civilians  and  common  lawyers  had  been  heard  on  both 
sides,  it  was  affirmed  by  the  House  of  Lords,  f 

There  being  then  no  statute  to  vacate  seats  in  the  House 
of  Commons  on  accepting  an  office  of  profit  under  the  Crown, 
or  to  disqualify  any  commoner  from  sitting  in  that  assembly, 
Maynard  not  only  continued  to  represent  Plympton  during 
the  remainder  of  the  Convention  Parliament,  but  he  was 
re-elected  for  the  same  place  in  the  Parliament  called  in  the 
spring  of  the  following  year,  and  he  took  rather  a  prominent 
part  in  the  debates  till  he  finally  retired  from  public  life. 
In  the  spirit  of  the  Whigs  of  that  day,  he  strongly  supported 
the  Bill  for  disarming  Roman  Catholics,  saying,  "  We  are 
so  mealy-mouthed  and  soft-handed  to  the  Papists  that  it 
occasions  their  insolence.  I  think  it  is  fitting  that  all  Papists 
should  resort  to  their  own  dwellings,  and  not  depart  without 
licences  from  the  next  Justices  ;  and  another  thing  that  all 
those  of  that  religion  bring  all  their  fire-arms  in,  unless  for 
the  necessary  defence  of  their  houses,  to  officers  appointed. 
I  would  not  Imitate  their  cruelty.  I  would  let  them  have 
their  religion  in  their  private  houses  —  but  no  harbouring  of 
Priests  or  Jesuits.  And  if  any  Papist  have  a  hand  In  firing 
houses,  he  should  be  compelled  to  help  to  rebuild  them."  | 
The  Lord  Commissioner  was  carried  away  so  far  by  religious 
zeal  that  he  not  only  spoke  In  favour  of  increasing  the  cruel 
sentence  upon  Titus  Oates,  but  actually  stood  up  for  the 
veracity  of  that  impostor,  and  seemed  still  alarmed  by  tlie 
perils  of  the  Popish  plot.  § 


Judge  to  be   called   Lord  with  liis  family  name,  or  the  name  of  liis  islate,  at  his 
election,  as  "  Lord  Jeffrey,"  "  Lord  Corehouse." 

*    Hide  V.  Cooth,  'J  Vernon,  109.  f   Crooke  v.  Watt,  '_'  W\n.  ]'2-\. 

X   5  Pari.   Hist.  182,  1855.  §    II).  '29^,  2fH. 
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His  next  appearance  is  more  creditable  to  him.     Sir  Adam     CHAP. 
Blair  and  other  commoners  had  been  detected  in  distribut- 


ing a  declaration  of  King  James  from  Ireland,  where  he  was  j^^g  jg 

then  established,  denouncing  the  Prince  of  Orange  as  an  J  689. 

usurper  of  the  English  throne ;  and  it  was  proposed  that  the  to  impeach- 

House  of  Commons  should  impeach  them  before  the  Lords  '"'^"^  ^^ 

„.  IT-  •  •  ^I'l       commoners 

tor  high  treason.  Maynard,  takmg  a  juster  view  or  this  sub-  for  high 
ject  than  in  the  Parliament  at  Oxford,  said,  "  I  am  against  ^''^^^on. 
impeachment  of  these  persons  that  they  may  be  punished. 
Prosecute  them  by  way  of  indictment,  and  then  you  may 
punish  them  severely  and  legally.  One  man  condemned  and 
punished  at  common  law  will  work  more  upon  the  people 
than  ten  impeachments."  *  This  opinion  was  overruled,  but 
the  impeachment  proved  abortive,  f 

Holding  an  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  crown,  but  not  He  censures 
being  a  member  of  the  cabinet,  the  old  patriot  showed  his  ^gHf"^^"^"" 
independence  by  occasionally  censuring  the  conduct  of  the 
government.  He  was  particularly  severe  against  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  navy.  "  I  hear,"  said  he,  "  there  are  young 
men  put  to  command  ships  that  never  were  at  sea  before, 
because  they  are  well  affected  to  the  present  settlement.  The 
question  used  to  be,  '  Is  he  a  f/odli/  man  ? '  and  he  was  em- 
ployed. I  asked  them,  '  Can  a  godly  man,  because  lie  is 
godly,  make  a  icatcli  or  a  pair  of  boots  f  "| 

On  the  question  of  privilege,  which  arose  on  the  arrest  of  June  28. 
the  young  Earl  of  Danby,  tlicn  a  iiiembcr  of  the  House  of  ifj/fears  of 
Commons,   for   sailing  in  his   ])leasurc-yacht,  Maynard  vio-  arbitrary 
lently  took  part  against  the  Earl  of  Xottingham,  who  had 
issued  the  warrant,  saying,   "  At  this  rate,  we  may  all  be 
imprisoned  and  whip])ed  to  our  lives'  end.     Vote  it  a  breach 
of  privilege,  and  sit  not  nuite  upon  so  plain  a  breach."  § 

*  5  Pari.   Hist.  ;W6'.  f    12  St.  Tr.  1207— 1 -',!■). 

\    r,  J'arl.   Hist.  :532. 

§  ,■)  l':irl.  I  list.  3().').  I'his  reminds  me  of  a  sjicech  I  heard  tlio  first  circuit  I 
went  —  from  ;Mr.  Justice  I  leatli,  who  was  then  as  old  as  Maynard, and  miplit  almost 
have  remeniherod  him.  A  man  charjjed  witii  felonious  violence  to  a  female  aji- 
])eariu^  to  he  innocent,  by  reason  of  the  consent  of  the  ))r()secutri.\,  the  Judge 
said,  "  (ientlenien  of  the  jury,  aciiuit  tiie  ]>ris()ner.  If  such  a  scandaloirs  pro- 
secution were  to  succeed,  trhicli  of  us  is  siife?" — At  the  same  assizes,  a  man 
convicted  of  uuu(ltrii)fi  his  wife  being  asked  what  he  had  to  say  why  sentence  of 
death  should  not  he  ])assed  upon  him,  gave  a  very  moving  accoiuit  of  his  wife's 
misconduct,  and  the  provocation  he  had  received  from  her.  Heath,  J.  "  Prisoner, 
VOL.    IV.  J) 


arrest. 


youii 
member 
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fHAP.  Having  sat  iu  parliament  with  the  great-gieat-graudfathci» 

^''^'*       of  some  of  the  present  members,  lie  seems  to  have  been  per- 

Z         ~    mitted  considerable  licence  in  debate.     A  young  gentleman 

lie  repri-  *.  -i 

mands  a  wlio  opposed  thc  bill  lor  restoring  corporations,  drew  down 
upon  himself  this  reprimand.  —  Serjeant  Maynard.  "I  have 
heard  that  to-day  which  makes  my  ears  to  tingle.  There  is  a 
bill  brought  in  to  restore  corporations.  It  has  been  com- 
mitted, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  a  gentleman  starts 
up  and  prays  that  it  may  be  thrown  out ;  certainly  he  is  but 
a  young  parliament-man.  If  those  surrenders  of  charters 
stand,  they  may  make  what  parliament  they  will  at  court;  and, 
formerly,  he  that  should  have  named  such  a  thing  should  not 
have  come  to  the  bar,  but  gone  to  the  Tower."  * 

But,  not  afraid  of  unpopularity,  Maynard  boldly  counter- 
acted the  attempt  of  the  Tories  to  cripple  the  new  govern- 
ment by  withholding  thc  necessary  supplies.  Said  he,  "  The 
King  must  not  be  left  necessitous,  or  thc  people  will  sufter. 
The  revenue  of  thc  crown-land  is  gone  ;  it  is  aliened  from 
him  ;  he  can  have  nothing  but  from  parliament.  Consider 
(juantum,  quomodo,  et  quaindiii,  and  bear  in  mind  that  the 
iirant  is  for  the  necessary  preservation  of  your  liberties."  f 
May  1.  Mavnard's  last  speech  in  parliament  was  on  the  Regency 

l''-'^."  Bill,  —  lor  vestlno;  in  the  Queen  the  ])OAvers  of  2;overnment  in 

Ills  last  ^  ,  ^.  . 

snucch  in  I^nirlaiid  while  thc  Kiniif  should  be  absent  in  Ireland.  With 
par  lainen  .  jj^.^jjy  jjrofessious  of  I'cspect  for  Mary,  he  condemned  tliis 
arrangement.  —  rather  on  narrow  and  technical  grounds, — 
saying,  '•  If  the  Bill  ])ass  as  it  Is,  all  the  justices  of  the  peace 
In  England  are  gone.  All  the  regal  power  is  at  })resent  acted 
In  the  nanu'  of  thc  King  and  Queen  ;  how  are  tliey  now  t<» 
be  (Hstingui.-hcd  in  the  whole  regal  government?  In  the 
King's  al)>eiice  do  you  take  all  i)ower  from  the  King,  that  he 
can  do  iiothlim'  but  by  eonimission  from  the  (^ueen  ?  This 
noble  lady,  the  (^ueeii,  has  so  demeaned  herself,  that  all 
would  rr;i(lily  trust  her  ])ersoually,  l)ut  no  wise  man  will 
trust   where  he  cannot  renu'dy.      If  this  new  eonnnlsslon  bo 

you  Mcri'  wioiif,'  //;  point  of  law.  You  iiuist  tlicn.rorc  be  taken  from  licnce  to 
the  place  t'roin  ulicnee  you  eame.  and  from  tlience  to  the  place  of  execution,  and 
lli.re  you  must  l)c  han;;ed  hy  tlie  neck  till  you  are  dead  ;  and  niav  the  Lord 
have  nu  rc\   on  your  soul  !  " 

•    .■;   I'arl.   ili'st..  .-.11.  I   11,    .•;-.' 
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granted  by  authority,  does  not  the  former  authority  deter-     CHAP, 
mine  ?     Being  derivative  from  it,  the  King  has  it  no  more ; 


it  is  wholly  in  the  Queen.  All  that  we  have  done  for  our 
religion  and  properties,  on  a  sudden  to  be  put  on  a  moot 
point  like  this !  We  are  fallen  into  a  wilderness  entangled 
by  our  enemies ;  God  send  us  well  out  of  it !  No  man  can 
wish  better  to  the  commonwealth  than  I  do  ;  if  that  stand,  I 
care  not  what  becomes  of  me.  The  King  to  have  power  in 
Ireland,  and  none  here !  The  thing  is  so  great,  that  I  am 
upon  my  knees  lest  we  should  be  swallowed  up  by  enemies, 
or  betrayed  by  our  friends."  * 

The  act  nevertheless  passed  j,  and  none  of  the  evils  which 
haunted  the  imagination  of  the  Lord  Commissioner  arose  out 
of  it.  William  continuing  a  confiding  husband,  and  Mary 
a  most  submissive  wife, — on  his  return,  after  the  battle  of  the 
Boyne,  the  frame  of  government,  as  settled  by  the  Bill  of 
Kights,  was  in  all  respects  restored. 

Whether  Lord  Commissioner  Maynard's  last  speech  gave  Maynard 
offence  to  the  Court,  or  was  supposed  to  smell  of  apoplexy,  o^c^"* 
and  therefore  he  was  displaced  against  his  will,-  or  whether 
he  spontaneously  wished  to  retire,  from  the  consciousness  of 
increasing  infirmities,  from  the  apprehension  of  the  growing 
complaints  of  the  suitors  in  Chancery,  or  from  a  Christian 
wish  to  have  a  little  space  for  contemplation  before  the  great 
change  which  he  was  certain  could  not  be  far  distant, —  in  a 
few  days  after  the  llegency  Bill  received  the  royal  assent 
another  commission  passed  for  executing  the  office  of  Chan- 
cellor, the  new  Commissioners  being  Sir  John  Tkevok,  Sir 
William  llawlinson,  and  Sir  George  Ilutchins.  I  have  in 
vain  tried  to  trace  the  true  cause  of  Maynard's  removal  or 
voluntary  resignation  ;  and  I  will  not  substitute  plausible 
conjecture  for  authenticated  fact.  He  appeared  in  his  place 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  the  last  time,  on  the  14th  of 
]\Iay  1()9(),  when  he  gave  judgment  in  the  important  case  of 
Lcvcf  v.  Nccdiunii,  on  the  construction  of  a  will.j  Next  day 
the  new  Lords  Connnissioners  were  sworn  in,  and  he  — 
destined  never  more  to  revisit  Westminster  Hall  or  St.  Ste- 

*  .-,  Pari.  Hist.  (il7    G'-';i.  f   'J  Win.  iSc  Mary,  c.  vi.  {   •_'  Vcrii.  I:i7. 


36  REIGN    OF    CHARLES    II. 

CHAP,  phen's  Chapel  — retired  to  his  country-house  at  Gunnersbury, 
^^^'  near  Ealing,  afterwards  famous  as  the  residence  of  the 
Princess  Amelia,  daughter  of  George  II.  Here  he  enjoyed 
but  short  repose  from  the  labours  of  his  profession  and  the 
anxieties  of  politics.  A  complication  of  diseases  soon  as- 
sailed him,  which,  perhaps,  he  was  the  less  able  to  combat 
from  having  no  mental  occupation,  and  being  deprived  of  the 
pleasure  of  casting  up  his  fee-book  or  calculating  when  another 
His  death,  galc  of  Salary  would  become  due.  He  expired  on  the  9th  day 
of  October,  1690,  in  the  eighty-ninth  year  of  his  age.  He 
is  said,  with  his  last  breath,  to  have  "  railed  at  the  Papists." 
His  wealth.  Hc  had  auiasscd  an  innncnse  fortune  from  his  professsionnl 
gains.  On  one  Western  circuit,  in  the  year  1647,  he  re- 
ceived in  fees  700/.,  the  largest  sum  theretofore  made  on  one 
circuit  by  any  barrister*  ;  but  in  the  prosperous  times  which 
followed,  his  profits  must  have  been  still  more  considerable. 
Alas  !  however,  although  Lord  Coke  says  that,  by  the  spe- 
cial blessing  of  Heaven  on  the  law,  lawyers  rarely  die  child- 
less or  intestate,  Maynard  left  behind  him  no  posterity  from 
any  of  his  three  marriages,  and  his  riches  were  distributed 
among  collateral  relations  of  whom  he  knew  nothino;.  For 
the  mere  pleasure  of  what  he  considered  a  clever  legal  trick 
[or  tricliuin  in  lege],  he  is  said  to  have  rendered  nugatory  the 
settlement  made  on  his  marriage  with  his  third  wife.  But 
he  was  so  much  hated  and  envied  by  thorough-going  church- 
men, who  piously  believed  that  all  presbyterlans  should  be 
burnt  for  tlie  good  of  their  souls,  that,  although  he  was  by  no 
means  a  man  of  higli  moral  qualities,  the  grosser  stories  to 
his  disadvantage  slioukl  be  received  with  some  distrust. 
Action  According  to  Koger  North,  who  was  intimately  acquainted 

broiipiit  i)y  \\\i\\  him,  and  had  a  great  spite  against  him,  he  once  brought 
faination.      'i  vcrv  foollsli  actlun  of  slander  against  a  man  who  had  told 
an  anecdote  concerning  his  cljeating  a  client  on  the  circuit. 
Having,  by  virtue  of  liis  ])rlvllcgc  as  a  Serjeant,  sued  In  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  laid  the  venue  In  ^llddlesex. 


*  Whiti'liicki-.  Icniler  of  tht- Oxt'oul  liicuit.  ricorus  tlie  fact  in  a  tone  of  wondoi- 
in;_'  luvy.  ••  1  attoiidiil  the  h;)iise,  and  .■\Ia_viiai(l  and  I  talkinji  of  our  circuit 
grains,  W  told  me  lliat  he  ;^'ot  on  llie  last  circuit  7(H)/.,  wliich  1  l)elievu  was  more 
than  any  oiie  of  our  piofessi.in  got  l)efore  ■'      Mem.  273.    Oct.    \Ci-\9. 
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the  trial  came  on,  at  Nisi  Prius,  before  Lord  Chief  Justice      CHAP. 

CIV 
North,  who  was  determined  to  make  game  of  the  old  repub-  '__ 

lican.*  *' The  witness  telling  the  story  as  he  swore  the 
defendant  told  it,  said  that  a  client  came  to  the  Serjeant  and 
gave  him  a  basket  of  pippins,  and  every  pippin  had  a  piece  of 
gold  in  it.  Those  were  golden  pippins,  quoth  the  Judge. 
The  Serjeant  began  to  puff,  not  bearing  the  jest :  so  the 
witness  went  on.  And  then,  said  he,  the  other  side  came, 
and  gave  him  a  roasting  pig  (as  it  is  called  in  the  West),  and 
in  the  belly  of  that  there  were  fifty  broad  pieces.  That^s 
(/ood  sauce  to  a  pig,  quoth  the  Judge  again.  This  put  the 
Serjeant  out  of  all  patience,  and  speaking  to  those  about  him. 
This,  said  he,  is  on  purpose  to  make  me  ridimlous.^^  The 
Serjeant  ultimately  failed  in  his  action,  for  the  story  "  used 
to  be  told  of  Noy,  and  all  the  cock  lawyers  of  the  West,  and 
had  been  repeated  by  the  defendant  of  jNIaynard,  the  reign- 
ing cock,  as  mere  merriment,  over  ale,  without  intent  to 
slander."  f 

Roger,    whose    soul    must    have    migrated    into    Jemmy  His  con- 
Boswell,  gives  us   the   following  anecdote  of   JNIaynard,   in     "^,t°  \^ 

'    ~  o  J  '  woman  wno 

which  he  himself  makes  rather  a  contemptible  figure.     "  One  took  care  of 

iiftei'noon,  at  the  nisi  prius  Court  of  the  Common  Pleas  in  Westmin- 

Westminster  Hall,  before  the  Judge  sat,  a  poor  half-starved  ster. 

old  woman,  who  sold  sweetmeats  to  schoolboys  and  footmen 

at  the  end  of  the  bar,  desired  the  Serjeant  to  pay  her  two 

shillings  for  keeping  his  hat  two  terms.      She  spoke  two  or 

three  times,  and  he  took  no  notice  of  her  ;  and  then  I  told 

the  Serjeant  the  poor  xixnnan  wanted  her  money,  and  I  thought 

lie  would  do  well  to  pag  her.      The  Serjeant  fumbled  a  little, 

and  then  said  to  mc,  Lend  me  a  shilling.     Ag,  icith  all  nig 

lieart,  quoth  I,  to  pag  the  poor  woman,      lie  took  it,  and  gave 

it  to  her  ;  but  she  asked  for  another.      I  said,  /  woidd  lend 

him  that  also,  to  pag  the  wouunt.     No,  don't,  hog,  said  \\q,  for  1 

ni'ver  iidciid  to  pag  gou   this.      And    he  was  as  good  as  his 

word,  for  however  he  came  oil'  with  that  woman,  having  been, 

a^s  they  say,  a  wonderful  charitable  man,  I  am  sure  he  died  in 


*    He  used  to  1)0  called  reproachfully   "one  of  tlie  tribe  of   f(irt\ -one."      Lite 
of  Jeflreys,  7:5. 

I    Life  (if  Guilford,  i.  '23.". 

B   i 
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CHAP,     my  debt.     But  in  this  manner  (as  I  guess  he  intended)  I 
stood  corrected  for  meddling."  * 

"  A  great  man,"  however,  Roger  pronounces  him  to  have 
been,  "  since  his  natural  and  acquired  abilities,  and  the  im- 
mense  gains  he  had  hy  his  practice,  justly  entitle  his  name  to 
that  epithet ; "  adding  this  character  of  him  —  "  to  give  him 
his  due,  he  was,  to  his  last  breath,  at  the  bottom,  true  as 
steel  to  the  principles  of  the  late  times  when  he  first  entered 
upon  the  stage  of  business.  Being  an  artful  as  well  as 
learned  lawyer,  he  would  lay  notable  snares ;  but  when  dis- 
covered, never  persisted,  but  sat  down,  and  for  the  decorum 
of  bar  practice  of  the  law  was  an  excellent  pattern."  f 
His  at-  Sometimes  he  Avas  suspected  of  inventing  law  authorities 

tempts  to      ^     mislead  the  Judges.     Chief  Justice   Pemberton   having 

inislead  the  o  o 

Judges.  ruled  a  point  according  to  a  case  which  the  Serjeant  cited 
His  jnven-  from  memory  and  which  never  could  be  found,  afterwards 
tion  of  law  complained  of  having  been  bamboozled  by  him,  saying,  "  My 

authorities  ^  p  J  '  ^       J      t^^'  J 

to  suit  his  brother  INIaynard  might  as  well  have  tossed  his  cap  into  the 
purpose.  ^jj.^  ^^.  j^j^yg  laughed  in  my  face." — Yet  such  was  his  reput- 
ation for  law,  that  even  Judge  Jeffreys  Avas  sometimes  afraid 
to  overrule  him.  This  ermined  ruffian  having  on  one  occa- 
sion almost  annihilated  ISIr.  Ward,  a  junior  barrister,  avIio 
argued  a  point  before  him,  and  severely  rebuked  him,  saying, 
"  Do  not  make  such  discourses  ad  caj)tandum  popiditni  with 
your  flourishes  ;  I  will  none  of  your  enamel,  nor  your  gar- 
niture," the  Serjeant,  who  Avas  his  leader,  having  got  in  his 
Avord,  quietly  stated  hoAv  the  kiAV  really  stood,  and  so  clearly 
demonstrated  his  position  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  the  bar 
and  all  the  by-standers,  that  the  Chief  Justice  Avas  for  once 
shamed  out  of  his  insolence,  and  acquiesced. 

Beyond  the  precincts  of  the  laAV  ISIaynard's  vision  Avas  very 

•  Life  of  Guilford,  i.  ^'.W.  Tlie  following  passngc  res])ectliig  Sauuiel  Jolinson 
must  l)e  i)y  the  narrator  of  the  above  anecdote  of  Serjeant  IMaynard.  "  One  day  I 
owned  to  him  that  I  was  occasionally  trouiiled  with  a  fit  of  narroirnois." 
"  Why,  Sir,"  said  he,  "so  am  I.  Hut  I  du  not  tell  it."  lie  has  now  and  then 
KOKROwF.n  A  siiii.LiNii  of  me  ;  and  when  1  asked  liim  for  it  again  lie  seemed  to 
he  rather  out  of  humour.  A  droll  little  circunistanee  once  occurred:  as  if  he 
meant  to  reprimand  my  inimite  exactness  as  a  creditor,  he  thus  addressed 
nie ; —  lioswell,  lenil  me  sixpence  —  not  to  uv  kki-am)."  liusu-cll's  Life  of 
Jiiliimon,"  iv.  'JO:!. 

1    Life  of  (iuilford,  i.  2:!8. 
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contracted.    Alonjj  with  wiser  men  who  lived  in  the  sixteenth  CHAP. 

•  .  CIV 

and  seventeenth  centuries,  he  had  a  great  dread  of  the  in- 


creasing size  of  the  metropolis.     He  was  alarmed  by  the  town  jjj^  a]a„^ 
being  extended  so  far  to  the  west  as  St.  Giles's ;    and  he  ^*  London 

1  1         1  Ml  1  •    1  •  1  extendiiis' 

warmly  supported  a  bill,  Avhich   was  rejected,    "  to  prevent  to  the  west 
further  buildino;  in  London  or  the  neishbourhood."     "  This  ^^  ^^^ 

.  .  .  .  Giles's. 

building,"  he  said  pathetically,  "  is  the  ruin  of  the  gentry  and 
ruin  of  religion,  leaving  so  many  good  people  without  churches 
to  go  to.  This  enlarging  of  London  makes  it  filled  with 
lacqueys  and  pages.  In  St.  Giles's  parish,  scarce  the  fifth  part 
can  come  to  church,  and  we  shall  have  no  religion  at  last." 

The   most   elaborate  character  of   Mavnard  is  by  Bishop   Ciiaracter 

,  .  ,  •  ,  •  '^     oi  3Iavnara 

\V  arburton,  in  a  parallel  between  him  and  his  contemporary  by  Warbur- 
Whitelock.  "  They  were  both  lawyers  of  family,  and  in  the  *°"' 
Long  Parliament ;  both  of  the  presbyterlan  faction  ;  both 
learned  and  eminent  in  their  profession  ;  moderate,  sage,  and 
steady.  So  far  they  agreed.  In  this  they  differed  :  INIay- 
nard  had  strong  parts  with  a  serious  modesty  ;  Whitelock 
was  weak  and  vain  :  and,  by  these  defects  only,  more  self- 
interested.  A  sense  of  honour  made  Maynard  stick  to  the 
presbyterian  faction,  and  to  fall  with  them  ;  but,  as  he  had 
much  phlegm  and  caution,  not,  like  Ilollis  and  Stapleton,  to 
fall  foj'  them.  So  that  he  was  never  marked  out  by  the 
Independents  for  their  first  sacrifices.  On  the  contrary, 
Whitelock  forsook  his  party  in  distress  ;  but,  as  he  had  the 
other's  moderation,  it  was  by  slow  and  gentle  degrees  ;  and 
so,  as  it  happened,  decently.  Maynard,  by  adhering  steadily, 
l)ut  not  violently,  to  the  party  he  set  out  witli,  was  re- 
verenced V)y  all ;  and  had  lie  not  been  more  intent  on  the 
affairs  of  his  profession  than  on  public  business,  might  have 
become  considerable  by  station.  He  went  through  the  whole 
reigns  of  Charles  and  James  II.  with  the  same  steady  ])ace, 
and  the  same  adherence  to  his  party  ;  l)ut,  by  bis  })arty,  I 
rather  mean  jji-esbytery  for  the  sake  of  civil  liberty,  than  to 
civil  liberty  for  the  sake  of  presbytery."  * 

I  outiht  to  make  special  mention  of  Maynard's  *•  ICdition  of 
tlic    Year   Rooks,"  a  work   to   which  he   devoted   himself  as 

'    W.trliiirlon's  Li'ltors  to  Hiinl.  p.  'Jl  1. 
i>    I 


40  LIFE   OF    LOUD   C0MM^SS10^'EU    MAYNARD. 

CHAP,     eagerly  and   delightedly    as   ever   refined   critic  did   to   an 
^ '^"       edition  of  Homer  or  Shakspeare.* 
77~^  Yet,  from  the  mouth  of  this  same  dull  black-letter  lawyer 

His  two  '  ... 

celebrated     came    two  of  the    most    felicitous    sayings    in  the    English 

"  '"'^*'  language,  —  envied    by  Congreve    and    Sheridan.     Jeffreys 

having  once  rudely  taunted  him  with  having  grown  so  old  as 

1,  to  JefT-    to  forget  his  law.     "  True,  Sir  George,"  replied  he ;  "I  have 
^^^^  forgotten  more  law  than  you  ever  learned." 

2.  to  King       When  the  Prince  of  Orange  first  took  up  his  quarters  at 

Whitehall,  on  James's  flight,  different  public  bodies  presented 
addresses  to  him,  and  ]Vraynard  came  at  the  head  of  the  men 
of  the  gown.  The  Prince  took  notice  of  his  great  age,  and  ob- 
served that  he  must  have  outlived  all  the  lawyers  of  his  time. 
"If  your  Highness,"  answered  he,  "  had  not  come  over  to  our 
aid,  I  should  have  outlived  the  law  itself."! 
His  pane.          We  ouglit  to  valuc  Still  morc  highly  his  encomium  on  the 
gyric  on       great  palladium  of  our  freedom :     "  Trial  by  Jury,"  said  he, 
Jury.  "  is  the  subject's  birthright  and  inheritance,  as  his  lands  are  ; 

and  without  which  he  is  not  sure  to  keej)  them  or  any  thing 
else.  This  way  of  trial  is  his  fence  and  protection  against  all 
frauds  and  surprises,  and  against  all  storms  of  power."  J 

*    I    subjoin   the   title-page  of  the  first  volume,  the  gipsey  jargon  of  whicli 
may  amuse  the  reader  : 

"  I.ES 

REPORTS 

Drs 
CASES 
argue  &  adjudge  in  le  Temps  del' 
Roy  P^dward  le  Second, 
Et  auxy  Memoranda  del'  Exche(juer  en  Temps  le 
Roy  Edward  le  Primer. 
Selonq  ;   les  ancient  manuscripts  ore  remanent  les  maines  de  Sir  Jehan  Maynard 
Chevaler  Serjeant  de  la  ley  al  sa  Tres  Excellent  INIajesty 
I.e  Roy  Charles  le  Second, 
ovesq  ;    un    perfect    Table    des    INIatters  en    les   dits    Cases    de  Temps   del'  Roy 
Edward  le  Second  colligee  per  le  mesme  Serjeant. 
1G78. 
t  '-'  Hurn.  O.  T.  550.      The   exact   contemporary  of  Mavnard,  to  whom   he 
was  introduced  by  William,  was   the  Duke  of  Schomberg,  killed  a  i'cw  months 
after   at  tlie    battle  of  file  Royne   in  his  eighty-third   year  —  who  a  short  time 
before    be    set  off  for    Ireland,  being  asked  w'iiethcr   lie  did    not   mean  to  give 
himsflf  the  rei)osf  to   which  bis   years  entitled   him,  replied,   "a  good   general 
makes  his  retreat   as   late  as   be   can."      Rv  4iis   subsequent   conduct,  as  well   as 
courage,  he  added  greatly  to  the  glory  of  the  octogenarians. 
\    Grey's   Debates,  i.    117. 
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CHAPTER  CV. 

LIFE   OF   LORD   COMMISSIONER   TREVOR. 

NoTWiTPiSTANDiNG  the  complaints  raised  against  the  Court     chap. 
of  Chancery  under  Lord   Commissioner  Maynard,  the  King        t:v. 
and  his  Ministers  thoug-ht  that  tlie   experiment  of  havino; 

.    .  .  May  15 

several  co-ordinate  Judges  jointly  to  do  the  business  there       i/go. 
had   not  yet  been  fairly  tried,  and  a  new  commission  (as  we   ^^^  **'^'  »*" 
have  seen)  was  issued,  with  Sir  John  Trevor  at  the  head  Commis- 
of  it.  *     Rawlinson,  one   of  the  former  commissioners,  was  ^'o^^rs. 
continued,  and  Sir  George  Hutchins,  another  new  one,  was 
introduced,  but  though  a  sensible  man  and  a  sound  lawyer,  he 
likewise  was  too  obscure  and  uninteresting  to  deserve  further 
notice. 

If  I   were   to  select  for  commemoration   those  only  who   Reasons  for 
displayed  amiable  and  praiseworthy  qualities,  I  fear  that  Sir  7[f^'"f 
John  Trevor  ought  equally  to  be  consigned  to  oblivion ;  but  Lord  Com- 
it  is  my  duty  to  trace  his  career,  for  though  devoid  of  prin-  ^^|.^y| 
ciple,  he  was  gifted  with  singular  energy  and  versatility,  and 
he  acted  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  most  interesting  period  of 
our  history. 

He  was  descended  from  Edward  ap  David,  an  illustrious  His  des- 
"VVelchman,  who  no  doubt  carrying  up  his  own  pedigree  to  *^^"*" 
Noah,  was  the  common  ancestor  of  several  noble  and  distin- 
guished families  taking  the  surname  of  Trevor,  f  Our 
John  was  the  second  son  of  John  Trevor  of  Brynkinalt,  in 
the  county  of  Denbigh,  Esq.,  by  an  aunt  of  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Jeffreys.  He  was  born  during  the  civil  war  in  the 
reicn  of  Charles  T.  Notwithstandino;  the  ]u(j]\  "  Welsh 
plood  in  his  pod//,  which  all  the  water  in  Wye  could  not  wash 
out,"  his  family  was  at  this  time  in  reduced  circumstances, 
and,   being  a   younger  brother,  great  difficulty  was  found  in 

*    Books  of  Privy  Council,  .June  f5.  1690.      Cr.   OH'.  iMin.  i'ol.  1:57. 
f    .\uiong  otliers,  tlmt  of  Tlieodor  Trevor,  I'arl  uf  Hereford.     Vorke's  Royal 
Tribes  of  Wales.     Colliii'^'s  Peerage. 


missioner 
vor. 
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CHAP,     procuring  him  education,  and  giving  him  a  start  in  life.     It 
^    •        is  certain  that  he  never  was  at  the  university,  and  it  is  sup- 


II is  do-        posed  that  he  never  was  at  any  higher  seminary  than  a  vil- 

fiviiveedu-  lage   school.     IIc  likewise  had  the  misfortune  to  have  a  cast 

in  his  eye,  which  alarmed  all  who  saw  him,     Arthur  Trevor, 

a  cousin,   who  was  an   eminent  barrister,  hearing  how  sadly 

the  Brynkinalt  folks  were  at  a  loss  to  dispose  of  "  squinting 

He  is  Jack,"  took  compassion  upon  them,  and  sent  to  London  for 

London.       the  lad.     On  his  arrival,  he  displayed  very  lively  parts,  al- 

thougli   his  manners  were  rather  uncouth,  and  he  could  not 

He  is  speak  a  sentence   of  correct   English.     He  was  now  put  to 

ciorkin'*!  ^  copy  })apers  and  go  messages,     lioger  North   gives    us  an 

Barrister's     amuslng  description  of  this  part   of  his  career.     "  He  was 

bred  a  sort  of  clerk  in  old  Arthur  Trevor's  chamber,  an  eminent 

and  worthy  professor   of  the  law  in   the  Inner  Temple.     A 

gentleman  that  visited  Mr.  Arthur  Trevor,  at  his  going  out, 

observed   a  strange  looking  boy  in   his  clerk's  seat   (for  no 

person  ever  had  a  worse   sort  of  squint  than  he  had),  and 

asked  wlio    that   youth  was?      'A   kinsmcai   of  mine,''  said 

Arthur  Trevor,   '  that  I  have   allowed  to  sit  here  to  learn  the 

^e  is  knavish  part  of  the  laio.^     This  John  Trevor  g^rew  up,   and 

reclvoncd  a  ,      .  •   i     ',  i  ,  i  i  "" 

jrreat  law-     tooK  lu   With  tlic   gamcstcrs,  amoug  whom   Jie  was  a  great 
yur  among    proficient :  and  being  well   grounded   in  the   law,  i)roved  a 

gamesters.  ...  ,    .  .  , 

critic  111  rcsolviiio;  o-ammor  cases  and  doubts,  and   had  the  au- 

thorlty   of  a  Judge  among  them  ;  and   his  sentence  for  the 

mo.-^t  part  carried  tlie  cause."  * 

His  early  ]3ut,  lu  trutli,  tliougli  lic  occasloually  kept  loose  company, 

it  was   wltli  a  view  to  his  advancement,  and  his  office    of 

"  Lord  Chancellor  of  the  Jockey  Club"  he  only  considered  as  a 

stepj>ing  stone  to  the  woolsack.     From  his  arrival  in  London, 

he  cogitated  night  and  day  how  he  was  to  become  rich  and 

great,   and  he  made  his  love  of  pleasure  always  subservient 

Ills  (liii-       to  his  avarice  and  ambition.     Iking  entered  a  student  of  the 

'''""''•  Inner  Temple,  he  studied  the  law  with  much  assiduity,  and 

rendered  himself  well  versed  in  all  In-anclies  of  his  profession. 

Kvcr  looking  to  the  main  chance,  he  had  formed  an  extensive 

connection   among   attorneys   and   tlieir  clerks   while    in  llie 

'    I.iCu  of  (iiiilfcMii,  ii,  27,  '.'S. 
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office  of  his  cousin  Arthur,  and  when  he  was  called  to  the  bar,     CHAP. 

C  V 

being  particularly  skilled  in   "  the  knavish  part  of  the  law," 


he  soon  got  into  extensive  practice,  although  not  of  the  most 
reputable  description. 

His  countryman  and  cousin,  Jeffreys,  was  rising  into  high  Patronized 
repute,  and  showed  liim  kindness.     Through  the  interest  of    ^   '^  "^^J^* 
Sir  George,  who  had  now  renounced  Shaftesbury  and  the  His  rapid 
Whigs,  he  was  made  a  King's  counsel,  introduced  at  Court,  ^^J^^"'"'^" 
returned  a  member  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  put  in 
the  way  to  the  highest  preferments.     I  am  sony  from  the  Suspected 
constant  allusions  to  the  topic  in  contemporary  writings  to  tri^ue"with 
be  obliged  to  mention  that  he  was  likewise  supposed  to  owe  Lady  Jef- 
his  advancement  to  another  member  of  the  same  family.     He 
had  been  a  lover  of  the  gay  widow  of  a  Montgomeryshire 
Squire,  —  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Bludworth,  Lord  Mayor 
of  London,  —  and  this  liaison  was  still  supposed  to  continue, 
after  she  became  Lady  Jeffreys,  and  he  had  been  advanced 
to  high  stations,  in  which  gravity  of  character  and  purity  of 
morals  ought  especially  to  be  expected.  *     It  was  said  that 
Sir  George  was  not  unaware  of  his  own  disgrace,  and  a  story 
went,  that   Scroggs  and  he  once  having  quarrelled  in  their 
cups,  the  former  taunted  him  with  it,  but  that  they  were 
very  soon  good  friends  again,  and  jointly  pursued  their  in- 
famous designs  against  law,  justice,  and  humanity,  f 

*  These  publications  are  generally  too  gross  for  the  present  day  ;  but,  to 
sliow  the  manners  of  the  age,  I  will  venture  on  one  more  modest  specimen  from 
a  Ballad  published  on  Jeffreys  soon  after  his  second  marriage;  —  (which  the 
ladies  may  skip) 

"  But  to  allay  the  secret  so  hot, 

George  from  the  Court  has  knighthood  got, 

Bestowed  upon  him  for  his  hauling 

A  royal  mark  for  catterwauling. 

There's  something  more  that  George  has  got 

(  For  Trevor  left  him  who  knows  what) 

A  teeming  lady-wife,  &c." 

f   This  story  is  referred  to  in  the  following  doggerel  :  — 
"  But  one  thing  more  must  not  be  past 

When  George  with  Clodpate  '  feasted  last, 

( 1  uuirst  say  Clodpate  was  a  sinner, 

']"()  jeer  his  brother  so  at  diiuicr). 

He  by  his  almanack  did  discover 

His  wife  scarce  thirty  weeks  went  over, 

Kre  she,  poor  thing,  in  pieces  fell, 

Which  m.'ide  IMouth  *  stare  and  bawl  like  hell. 

'    Scroggs.  '   .letlVevs. 
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CHAP. 
CV. 

His  career 
in  the 
House  of 
C'oininoiis 
in  tlie 


Trevor  never  seems  to  have  made  any  figure  in  the  House 
of  Commons  as  an  orator,  but  he  was  busy  and  bustling,  and 
by  activity  and  intrigue  acquired  considerable  influence  among 
the  members.  He  occasionally  spoke,  and  he  made  up  for 
his  want  of  eloquence  by  the  slavish  doctrines  which  he  in- 
culcated.    The  exercise  of  the  royal  prerogative  he  main- 

reij^n  of  .  ,..,,, 

Charles  II.  tamed  was  by  no  means  to  be  inquired  into  by  parliament. 
"  'Tis  the  King's  prerogative,"  said  he,  "  to  make  peace  or 
war ;  'tis  he  that  makes  it,  and  he  that  breaks  it.  The  dis- 
ciples came  to  our  Saviour  in  the  ship,  and  said,  '  Lord,  save 
us  or  we  perish ;'  and  we  say  no  more  to  the  King."  When 
the  Popish  plot  broke  out,  falsely  thinking  to  please  Charles  II., 
who,  in  this  instance,  displayed  more  generosity  than  he  had 
credit  for,  he  said,  "  I  would  satisfy  the  loyal  subjects  of 
England,  and  pass  a  vote  in  plain  English  to  make  an  address 
to  the  King  that  the  Queen  and  her  family,  together  with  all 
reputed  or  suspected  papists,  may  be  removed  from  White- 
hall." The  vote  was  carried  by  acclamation,  but  was  censured 
by  his  Majesty. 

Trevor  took  an  active  part  in  the  infamous  prosecution 
of  Lord  Stafford,  saying,  "  Upon  the  evidence,  I  am  satis- 
fied clearly  that  this  Lord  Stafford  is  guilty,  and  so  I 
would  make  no  manner  of  bones  to  demand  judgment.  I 
would  have  no  more  delay,  but  go  up  and  demand  judg- 
ment." What  was  more  to  his  credit,  he  boldly,  though 
ineffectually,  attempted  to  defend  Jeffreys  when  attacked  in 


\Vhat  then,  you  fool  !  sonic  wives  miscarry, 

And  reckon  June  for  January. 

'I'liis  Clodpate  did  assert  as  true, 

Which  he  l)y  old  experience  knew  ; 

But  all  his  canting  would  not  do, 

(leorge  put  him  to't  upon  denial, 

Whicli  set  him  hard  as  Wakeman's  trial.' 

Tliey  rail'd,  and  hawl'd,  and  kept  a  jiother, 

And  like  two  curs  did  hite  each  other. 

Which  brought  some  s|)ort,  but  no  repentance  : 

.Si)  oil' they  went  to  Harris''*  sentence, 

Wliich  soon  they  pass'd,  against  all  laws, 

To  glut  their  rage  with  popisli  cause, 

I'"or  which  injustice,  knaves  !   we  iiope 

You'll  end  together  in  the  rope."^ 


r..r  the  I'opisli   I'lot. 
Lite  of  Jetl'revs,  ;l<». 


.See  Harris's  trial  for  a  libel,  7  .St.  Tr.  9'.'S. 
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the  House  of  Commons  for  obstructing  the  right  of  petition-     CHAP, 
ing  in  the  great  controversy  between  the  "  Petitioners  "  and  ' 


the  "  Abhorrers."  "  This  gentleman,"  said  he,  "  has  been 
Recorder  of  London  many  years,  and  it  is  a  place  of  great 
authority ;  and  it  is  his  happiness  that  there  is  no  evidence 
against  him  that  he  ever  packed  a  jury,  or  has  gone  about  to 
clear  the  guilty.  He  has  been  counsel  for  the  King  when 
persons  were  indicted  for  the  horrid  plot,  and  laboured  him- 
self worthily ;  and,  if  I  may  say  so,  he  was  too  forward  in 
prosecuting ;  if  so,  that  may  make  some  atonement  for  his 
forwardness  in  other  matters.  I  hope  in  some  measure  you 
will  take  pity  of  him."  Jeffreys  was  deprived  of  his  recorder- 
ship,  but  soon  rallied  from  the  blow,  and  revenged  himself 
upon  his  enemies.* 

Such  was  Trevor's  reputation  as  a  high  prerogative  lawyer.   May  so. 
that  at  the  meeting  of  James  II.'s  only  parliament  in  May,   He  is  made 
1685,  he  was  proposed  by  the  government  as  Speaker,  and  of  speaker  in 

1  1    I        TT  ^     1     •  •  1        t^^e  reign  of 

course  was  elected,  f     He  succeeded  m  gettmg  one  supply  jamcs  ii. 
bill  passed.     Presenting  it   according  to  the  custom  which 
then  prevailed,  that  the  King  pending  the  session  might  pass 
it  in  person,  he  said,  "  We  bring  not  with  it  any  bill  for  the   His  speech 
preservation  or  security  of  our  religion,  which  is  dearer  to  us  j|^  present"-^ 
than  our  lives :   in  that  we  acquiesce,  entirely  rely,  and  rest  i"g  a  money 
wholly  satisfied  in  your  Majesty's  gracious  and  sacred  Avord, 
repeated  declarations  and  assurance  to  support  and  defend  the 
religion  of  the  Church  of  England  as  it  is  now  by  law  esta- 
blished.    AVc  present  this  revenue  to  your  jNIajesty  without 
the    addition    of   any    conditional    appropriating    or   tacking 
clauses,  and  we  humbly  beseech  your  Majesty  to  accept  of  it, 
and  along  with  it  our  hearty  prayers,  that  God  Almiglity 
would  bless  you  with  a  long  life  and  happy  rcigu  to  enjoy 

it."t 

Every  thing  went  smoothly  during  the  first  short  session, 
till  it  was  interrupted  by  ]Moninouth"s  rebellion  ;  but  when 
parliament  again  met  in  the  end  of  the  year,  notwithstanding 
all  the  Speaker's  efforts  to  repress  free  discussion,  such  symp- 
toms  appeared  in  the  House  of  Conunons  of  resistance  to 

•    See  4  Pari.  Hist.    54:5.  990.     Grey's  Debates.  f   lb.  13-19. 
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CHAP,     tyranny,  that  a  speedy  dissolution  took  place,  with  a  resolve 
^^'        to  rule  thereafter  by  prerogative  alone.     In  the  mean  while, 
(k7"^^o        Trevor  was  rewarded  with  the  office  of  Master  of  the  Rolls  *, 
168,^.  Jeftrcys  having  received  the  Great  Seal,  as  Chancellor,  about 

urofu^     ^  month  before. f     From  this  time  their  friendship  was  at  an 
Uolls.  cnd^  jind  they  became  rivals  and  enemies.  X 

Quarrels  Trcvor's    ambition   was    only   inflamed   by  past    success; 

/Ve'-s*'^'^  and,  with  little  disguise,  he  now  aimed  at  the  Great  Seal. 
For  tliis  purpose  he  began  to  disparage  Jeffreys  as  a  lawyer ; 
but  JeftVeys  being  Chancellor,  was  revenged  of  him  by  re- 
versing his  decrees  and  discharging  his  most  common  orders.§ 
"  Nay,  more,  it  is  said  that  the  Chancellor  set  up  officers  of 
his  own  appointment  to  affront  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  by 
questioning  his  authority,  and  insulting  him  publicly  on  his 
seat,  although  they  had  not  learning  or  credit  to  support  their 
objections."!  However,  Trevor,  far  from  succumbing  with 
the  abject  submission  which  was  expected,  was  bold  enough 
to  turn  again  when  trampled  upon  ;  and,  resolutely  standing 
his  ground,  watched  for  an  opportunity  when  Jeffreys  might 
conunit  some  serious  mistake,  or  from  some  unlucky  com- 
bination of  circumstances  might  get  into  disgrace.  Roger 
North  says,  that  Trevor  at  this  time,  '  like  a  true  gamester, 
fell  to  the  good  work  of  sup})lanting  his  patron  and  friend, 
and  had  certainlv  done  it  if  Kino-  James's  affairs  had  stood 
right  up  much  longer ;  for  he  was  advanced  so  far  with  him 
as  to  vilify  and  scold  with  him  publicly  at  Whitehall.""'^ 
IT:  tiics  to  Trevor  tried  to  excite  an  outcry  in  respect  of  the  pro- 
Jcdrcvs.  "^  s;.'cuti()ii  of  Alderman  Cornish,  whom  Jeffreys  had  pointed 
out  us  a  victim,  and  declared  "  that  if  he  pursued  that  un- 
fortunate man  unto  execution,  it  would  be  no  better  than 
murder."**      lie  had  the  address  still  to  kee[)  his  footing  at 

*    Hot.   I'at.  I  .lac.  -J.  m    :;•_'.  j    Cr.   Otr.   Mlii.  M.   121. 

\  1  lio  st:inchil()iis  (  liionick-  as.sciti.'(l  ttiat  his  Honour  now  likuwise  broke 
uilli  I,:i(ly  .If (Treys,  and  was  siipLTsetled  in  her  afl'ections  hy  one  iNIontfort,  ;i 
eoMudiaii  t.iken  into  the  service  of  the  Chancellor  to  make  him  laiiph  l>y 
miMrukinj;  the  .Iii(l;fes  —  ;is  a  Mihstitute  for  the  ancient  fool  —  an  oiiicer  who 
does  not  -eeni  to  ha\e  been  jirotessedly  kejit  by  King  or  ChaiiccUor  after  the 
Kestoration.       .\   libtd  on  .lellVeys  said, 

"  III'  now  wears   horns  that  arc  by  M — t  made, 
I' — r  engagin<;  in  a  dill'erent  trade.'" 
;;     I.itr  of  t.uilfurd,  ii.    L'S.        Vorke's    Uoval   Tribes,   lo;*,    HO. 
;j     i.lfe  of  .KlVrevs.  :VJ<;.  '  »     Il,i,l. 

■•   Ante.  \..i.  III.  n.  :,:,:,. 


LIFE   OF   LORD   COMMISSIONER   TREVOR.  47 

Court;    and,    if  Jeffreys   on   any  occasion   hesitated  for  a     chap. 
moment  in  complying  with  James's  illegal  and  mad  schemes,  ' 

denounced  him,  in  the  royal  circle,  as  disloyal,  and,  as  soon 
as  Jeffreys  complied,  contrived  to  have  him  denounced  to  the 
public  as  the  author  of  a  pernicious  and  unconstitutional 
measure. 

Trevor  had  a  formidable  competitor  in  Williams,  the  Soli- 
citor General,  who  conducted  the  prosecution  against  the 
Seven  Bishops,  and  to  whom  the  Great  Seal  was  promised  if 
he  could  obtain  a  conviction.  By  unbounded  subserviency, 
Jeffreys  did  contrive  to  keep  his  office  till  after  the  landing 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange  ;  but  Trevor  was  gaining  upon  him,  He  is  made 
and,  in  July,  managed  to  get  himself  sworn  of  the  Privy  p^'^'^^,. 
Council,  which  was  not  then,  as  it  often  now  is,  a  mere 
empty  honour,  but  entitled  the  person  on  whom  it  was  con- 
ferred to  take  a  part  in  the  measures  of  government.  The 
entry  in  the  Diary  of  Henry  Earl  of  Clarendon,  recording  the 
batch  of  Privy  Councillors  now  made,  is  rather  amusing. 
"  July  6.  1688.  Sir  John  Trevor,  Master  of  the  Kolls  ;  Ca- 
loner  Tytus  and  Mr.  Vane,  Sir  Henry  Vane's  son,  were 
sworn  of  the  Privy  Council.  Good  God  bless  us  I  What  will 
the  world  come  to?" 

When  acting  with  the  advice   of  such  councillors,  James  His  con- 
discovered  that  his  nephew,   the   Prince   of  Orange,  having  ]a,',1ii|^"  ^^l^ 
landed  in  England,  was  a  candidate  for  the  throne.     Trevor  tiie  Prince 
for  a  while   stood  aloof  to  see   which  would   be  victorious.  ^     ""ange- 
On  the   return   of  the   deluded  monarch  from  Eochcster,  — 
misled  by  the  transient  symptoms  of  a  reaction  in  his  favour, 
Trevor  declared   for  him,  attended  his  levee   at  Whitehall, 
and  assisted  with  Hamilton,  Berkeley,  Craven,  Preston,  and 
Godolphin,  the  only  other  councillors  who  remained  faithful, 
in  preparing  a  proclamation  for  suppressing  tunmltuary  out- 
rages—  wliich   was  published   in    the   London  Gazette,  and 
Avas  the  last  act   of  sovereignty  ever  performed  by  a  legiti- 
mist monarch   in  England.      On  James's  final  flight,   Trevor 
joined  the  high  Tories,  who  were  desirous  first  of  ap})ointing 
William   as  liegcnt,  and  when   they  were   beaten,  of  doing 
every  thing  to   embarrass  his  government,  —  having  devised 
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a  plan  with  a  double  aspect,  —  whereby  the  King  should 
either  be  compelled  to  go  back  to  Holland,  or  to  choose  the 
Tory  leaders  for  his  ministers. 

As  soon  as  William  and  Mary  were  proclaimed  King  and 
Queen,  and  William  entered  on  the  administration  of  the 
government,  Trevor  was  removed  from  his  office  of  Master 
of  the  Kolls,  and  Henry  Pow-le,  a  good  Whig,  was  appointed 
in  his  place.*  Though  returned  to  the  Convention  Parlia- 
ment, he  had  taken  no  open  part  in  the  discussions  respecting 
the  settlement  of  the  throne,  from  the  hope  that  he  might 
give  no  offence,  and  as  he  was  allowed  to  be  a  good  Equity 
Judge,  his  political  misdeeds  might  be  overlooked ;  but  as 
soon  as  he  was  removed  he  entered  into  furious  opposition, 
and  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  thwart  the  measures  of 
the  government.  Still  he  was  no  orator,  and  although  he 
occasionally  made  short  speeches  he  was  chiefly  prominent  in 
guiding  the  measures  of  his  party.f  The  only  occasion  when 
he  took  a  leading  part  in  the  Convention  Parliament  was  in 
opposing  a  Bill  to  disfranchise  the  borough  of  Stockbridge 
for  bribery  and  corruption.  He  then  delivered  the  earliest 
speech  I  find  on  record  against  parliamentary  reform.  "  I 
never  heard  of  boroughs  dissolved  before.  I  am  afi'aid  if 
this  question  pass,  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  I,  shall  sit  no  more 
in  that  chair.  I  have  the  honour  to  serve  for  a  borough  in 
Devonshire  (Bcralstone),  for  whicli  I  am  obliged  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  house  (Lord  Commissioner  Mayjiard)  and  to  the 
gentlemen  of  tlmt  country.  If  you  break  the  ancient  con- 
stitution of  elections  I  know  not  the  consequences."  He 
then  goes  on  to  show  that  it  was  only  on  the  petition  of  bo- 
roughs themselves  that  they  had  ever  been  exempted  from 
sending  representatives  to  i»arliament,  and  that  the  franchise 
once  granted  ought  always  to  be  preserved  —  thus  conclud- 
ing, '•  The  sccuritv  »>f  the  nation  was  ever  thoudit  in  the 
mixture  of  this  house.  AMiat  sliall  then  become  of  mer- 
cliiints   to   inform   you   of  trade  ?     The   house   stands    upon 


•    lie   sat  for  lUral-tone.   Sorjuaut   iNlaynard   ^vllo  was  first   returned  for  that 
I5oroii^'h  liaving   (.■Icctcd    to   sirvo  for  I'ly'miiton.  for  wliioh    likewise  he  was    re- 


turned. 
t    .See 


I'arl.   Hist.  -J'jH.  '110.    I'J'J.  -l;'.'.'.  -1!»1. 
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ancient  constitutions,  and  I  hope  you  will  not  remove  old  land- 
marks." The  Bill  was  dropped,  —  contrary  to  the  interest 
of  the  Jacobites ;  for  I  am  afraid  it  must  be  confessed  that  it 
was  in  the  small  corrupt  boroughs  that  the  strength  of  the 
liberal  party  chiefly  lay,  —  the  county  constituencies  con- 
tinuing long  in  favour  of  the  exiled  family. 

The  Convention  Parliament  having  been  dissolved,  and  a 
new  one  being  called,  there  was  a  violent  struggle  at  the  elec- 
tions between  the  contending  factions,  but  the  returns  showed 
a  decided  majority  in  favour  of  the  Tories.  Of  these  a  consi- 
derable number  were  zealous  friends  to  King  James,  and 
would  eagerly  have  recalled  him  at  all  hazards ;  but  many, 
from  a  dread  of  Popery,  were  willing  for  the  present  to  sup- 
port the  new  regime,  in  the  hope  that  something  might  here- 
after occur  to  re-establish  hereditary  right ;  and  a  still  greater 
number  were  only  impatient  to  wrest  power  and  place  from 
the  Whigs,  and  were  ready,  on  their  own  terms,  loyally  to 
serve  King  William.  At  the  head  of  this  last  section  ap- 
peared the  Ex-master  of  the  llolls.  Being  disappointed  in 
his  wish  to  represent  his  native  county*,  he  had  been  returned 
for  a  rotten  borough,  —  and  shortly  before  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  after  meetlnn;s  with  his  friends  who  were 
assembling  in  London,  he  made  an  overture  to  the  Court, 
that,  if  restored  to  the  chair  of  the  House  of  Commons,  which 
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•  I  co])y  a  letter  written  about  this  time  to  Sir  John  Ilanmer  by  Sir  John 
Trevor,  the  original  of  which  is  in  the  possession  of  his  descendant,  Lord 
Viscount  Dungannon,  who  kindly  communicated  it  to  me. 

"  Honored  Sir. 

Your  ownc  civilityes  to  mee  arc  ill  requited  by  this  frequent  troble,  but 
I  hope  you  have  charity  enough  too,  to  beleevc  I  want  not  a  proportionable 
sense  of  your  favors  ;  I  perceive  the  tyde  rtuis  high  in  our  country,  and  that 
my  complexion  will  not  answer  their  zeale  ;  ffor  the  election  in  that  county  I 
jierceive,  Mr.  Grosvenor,  and  Mr.  Middleton,  have  prepared  the  coiuitry  against 
mee  by  a  discourse  they  have  made  of  mee  in  reference  to  Sir  George  lioi)th 
aud  Sir  Thomas  Middleton's  indemnitv  in  the  last  Parliament,  which  tastes  so 
little  of  truth,  that  .Sir  George  Booth  I  lieleeve  will  owne  nice  as  one  of  tlie  best 
friends  bee  had  in  that  aifayre  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  15ut  if  you  jilease 
to  use  this  to  my  advantage  wlien  you  see  cause,  I  siiall  most  willingly  owne 
the  obligation  to  you  ;  I  have  sent  the  writt  by  INIr.  (^raclily,  who  sets  out  to- 
morrow :  Sir,  I  doc  once  more  take  the  confidence  to  entreat  your  assistance  in 
this  afl'ayre,  which  I  was  never  concerned  in  before  now,  and  am  sorry  I  cannott 
have  leave  to  come  downe  myselfe  to  attend  it  to  redeeme  my  selfe  from  so  un- 
handsome and  so  unfriendly  a  returue  :  15ut,  I  assure  you.  Sir,  you  will  never 
fmd  an  occasion  more  agreeable  to  my  temper,  to  oblige.  Sir, 

Your  most  llliithfuU,  bumble  servant,  .John    Tukvok. 

VOL.   IV.  K 
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he  had  filled  under  James  II.,  he  not  only  would  himself 
support  King  William,  but  that  he  would  exert  all  the 
interest  he  possessed  among  the  Tory  party  to  bring  over  ad- 
herents. Ilis  proposal  was  agreed  to, —  and,  to  strengthen 
his  arguments  in  favour  of  "  Revolution  principles,"  he  was 
furnished  with  large  sums  of  money  to  be  distributed  by  him 
amonsr  the  members  of  the  new  House  of  Commons  who 
were  thought  formidable  and  venal. 

Accordingly,  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  the  Commons 
being  desired  to  choose  a  Speaker,  Sir  John  Lowther,  Vice 
Chamberlain  to  the  King,  rose  and  said,  "that  he  conceived 
Sir  John  Trevor,  both  for  his  great  experience  in  parlia- 
mentary afiairs  and  knowledge  in  the  laws,  was  every  way 
qualified  for  that  employment."  The  Tories  were  delighted 
with  their  apparent  triumph,  and  the  Whigs  of  course  acqui- 
esced ia  the  nomination  of  the  government.  Trevor,  who  had 
been  dismissed  from  his  oflfice  exactly  a  twelvemonth  before,  as 
an  adherent  of  "Popery  and  arbitrary  power,"  was  unani- 
mously elected  Speaker  of  William's  first  regular  parliament. 
Being  condvictcd  to  the  chair  by  his  mover  and  seconder,  he  ac- 
knowledged the  great  honour  the  House  had  conferred  upon 
him,  withal  saying,  "  that  he  feared  they  had  done  themselves 
a  great  prejvidice  in  making  choice  of  him,  and  therefore  he 
desired  leave  to  disable  himself  before  the  royal  throne,  tliat 
they  might  thereby  have  an  opportunity  of  making  a  better 
choice."*  This  farce  of  "disabling"  was  acted  at  the  bar  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  but  Lord  Chief  Baron  Atkyns,  by  the 
King's  command,  declared,  "that  the  Commons  could  not 
by  jiossibility  have  made  a  better  choice  than  the  Ex-master 
of  the  Kolls." 

Trevor  honourably  performed  his  part  of  the  contract,  and 
not  only  liimsclf  did  what  he  could  in  the  chair  for  the 
government,  but,  with  the  assistance  of  the  money  supplied 
to  him,  made  many  converts  from  the  doctrine  of  "  divine 
indefeasil)le  right,"  and  was  in  such  favour  with  William  that, 
at  tlic  end  of  a  few  weeks,  still  continuing  Speaker,  on  the 
the  removal  of  ^Nlaynard,  he  was  created  First  Lord  Coni- 
nii.-jioiuM-  of  the  Great  Seal.      He  afterwards  obtained  this 
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compliment  from  Burnet :    "  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of     CHAP. 
Commons,  Sir  John  Trevor,  was  a  bold  and  dexterous  man,  ' 


and  knew  the  most  effectual  ways  of  recommending  himself  jj^  jji^tri- 
to  every  government :  he  had  been  in  great  favour  in  King  butes  bribes 
James's  time,  and  was  made  Master  of  the  Rolls  by  him,  and  members  of 
if  Lord  Jeffreys  had  stuck  at  any  thing,  he  was  looked  on  as  the  House 
the  man  likeliest  to  have  had  the  Great  Seal :  he  now  got  mens. 
himself  to  be  chosen    Speaker,   and  was  made  first  Com- 
missioner of  the  Great    Seal:  being   a   Tory  in   principle, 
he  undertook  to  manage  that  party,  provided  he  was  fur- 
nished with  such  sums  of  money   as  might  purchase   some 
votes ;    and  by  him  began  the  practice  of  buying  off  men, 
in   which   hitherto   the   King   had   kept   to    stricter   rules. 
I  took  the  liberty,"  adds  the  Bishop,  "  once  to  complain  to 
the  King  of  this  method ;  he  said  he  hated  it  as  much  as 
any  man  could  do,  but  he  saw  it  was  not  possible,  considering 
the  corruption  of  the  age,  to  avoid  it,  unless  he  would  en- 
danger the  whole."  * 

Such  satisfaction  did  Sir  John  Trevor  continue  to  give  as  He  is  re- 
Speaker,  in  removing   the  scruples  of  refractory  members  **^^^^  ^^ 
when  they  came  privately  to  consult  him  in  his  chamber  on   Master  of 
points  of  order,  and  in  smoothing  the  progress  of  the  measures  j!,*j^  ^^  ' 
of  government  through  the  house,  that  on  the  sudden  death   i^os. 
of  Powle,  his  Whiggish  substitute,  he  was  appointed  to  suc- 
ceed him  f ,  so  that  he  was,  at  the  same  time,  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  First  Lord   Commissioner  of   the   Great    Seal,    and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  Great  Seal  continued  in  the  hands  of  the  three  Lords   Complaints 
Commissioners,  Trevor,  Rawlinson,  and    Hutchins,  till  the  Lords 
bcginnino;  of  the  followinn^  month  of  May,  but    comi)laints   V"'"'"'^'. 
had  been  multiplynig  against  the  admmistration  of  jiisticc-'iu  the  (ivcat 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  these  became  so  loud  that  they 
could  no  longer  be  neglected.     Trevor  was  frequently  absent 
on  account  of  his  political  avocations;  the  other  two  were 
sometimes    divided :    when    agreeing,  their   opinion  did   not 
carry  much  wciglit,  and  now  that  one  of  the  three  was  jNInster 
of  the  Rolls,  there  was  no  satisfactory  mode  of  reviewing  the 

*    O.  T.  ill.  57. 

•j-   Lie  was  sworn  before  the  Lords  Commissioners    Itawlinson  and    Hutcliins, 
himself  still  first  Commissioner.      Cr.  Off.  Min.  fol.  140. 
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CHAP,  decisions  of  that  Judge.  Besides,  the  experiment  having 
^^'  been  tried  above  three  years,  the  profession  and  the  public 
came  to  the  conviction,  which  I  believe  has  been  since 
generally  entertained,  that  from  the  nature  of  Equity  suits 
they  are  best  disposed  of  by  a  single  Judge,  he  having  the 
power,  when  legal  questions  of  great  difficulty  arise,  of  re- 
ferring them  to  a  Court  of  common  law,  or  calling  in  common 
law  Judges  to  assist  liim.* 
Difficulty  Considerable  difficulty  had  likewise  been  felt  respecting 

theTieak-    ^^^^  Speakership  of  the  House  of  Lords,  where,  according  to 
ership  of       immemorial  usage,  a  Lord  Chancellor  or  Lord  Keeper  ought 
pfYordsf*^     to  have  presided.     At  the  meeting  of  the  Convention  Parlia- 
ment the  Lords  chose  the  Marquis  of  Halifax  their  Speaker, 
and,  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  belonging  to  them  to  choose 
one  of  themselves  Speaker  in  the  absence  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor or  any  Speaker  named  by  the  Crown,  they  continued 
Lord  Chief  day  by  day  to  re-elect  the  Marquis  of  Halifax,  till  the  19th 
UnT^^^'     day  of  October,  1689.t     On  that  day   Sir  Robert  Atkyns, 
Speaker.        Chief  Baron  of  the    Exchequer  and  Knight  of  the  Bath, 
produced  in  the  House   Letters  Patent  addressed  to  him, 
authorising  him  "  to  do  and  execute  all  such  things  as  the 
Lord  Chancellor  or  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  should 
or  might  in  that  Ijehalf  do  if  he  were  personally  present  in  the 
Upper  House  of  Parliament."    By  virtue  of  this  commission, 
he  constantly  acted  as  Speaker  till  the  14th  of  March,  1693, 
when  he  prorogued  parliament  in  the  names  of  their  Majesties  X ; 

*  "  All  people  were  now  jirown  weary  of  the  Great  Seals  being  in  commis- 
sion :  it  made  the  proceedings  in  Chancery  to  be  both  more  dilatory  and  more 
cxi)ensive;  and  there  were  sucli  exceptions  made  to  tlie  decrees  of  tlie  Commis- 
sioners, that  appeals  were  brought  against  most  of  them,  and  frc(juehtly  they 
were  reversed."     3  Burn.   O.  T.  148. 

The  Cireat  Seal  has  never  since  been  in  commission,  unless  during  a  temjiorary 
emUarrassment  about  the  appointment  of  a  Lord  Keeper  or  Lord  Cliancellor ; 
but  the  oflices  of  Lord  High  Treasurer  and  Lord  High  Admiral  have  been  in 
commission  almost  ever  since  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne. 

f  'J'ill  then  the  Journal  each  day  begins  witii  an  entry  in  this  form  :  "  Marquis 
of  Halifax  chosen  Si)eaker  ; "  and  thus  concludes:  "  ]\Iarquis  Halifax,  Orator 
Procerum  pro  tem])ore,  declaravit  ])ncscn.  convent,  continuand.  esse  usque  in 
diom  Veneris  videlicet  L'5"'"  diem  instanlis  Januarii  1  6'8|,  hora  decima  auror. 
Dominis  sic  decernentibus."  —  Lords'  Jimrnids. 

\  On  tliese  occasions  "  he  went  to  the  usual  place  by  the  state." 
On  tlie  'J  1st  of  January,  1091,  "the  Speaker  was  ordered  for  the  future,  when 
lie  shall  spc'ak  to  any  lord  or  other  jierson,  to  speak  sitting  with  his  hat  on." 
On  the  l.:itli  of  January.  lr;9:5,  an  order  was  made  which  it  would  he  highly  for 
the  advant.ige  of  tlie  house  if  the  Lord  Chancellor  would  now  enforce.  ""The 
Speaker  is  ordered  to  stop  ])roceedlngs  in  case  Lords  are  at  the  fire,  sitting  on 
the  woolsacks,   ^Scc.,  re<iuiring   them  hij   name  to  go  to  their   places." Lords 
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but  serious  inconvenience  was  experienced  from  the  occupier     CHAP, 
of  the  woolsack,  not  only  not  being  a  member  of  the  House,  ' 


but  not  being  a  member  of  the  government,  and  knowing 
nothing  of  the  measures  to  be  brought  forward  and  carried. 
According  to  the  then  existing  system,  there  neither  was, 
nor  was  there  any  chance  of  there  afterwards  being,  a  law 
Lord  in  the  House ;  which,  not  only  in  deciding  appeals  and 
writs  of  error,  but  in  passing  bills  connected  with  juris- 
prudence and  in  discussing  great  constitutional  questions,  was 
thus  likely  to  remain  inops  concilii. 

Great  weight  was,  no  doubt,  likewise  given  to  the  con-  May  2. 
sideration  that  there  was  now  a  most  distinguished  individual   q'^^^^  gg^^i 
to  whom,  singly,  all  the   duties  of  the  highest  office  in  the  given  to 
law    might    be    intrusted  with   the  applause  of  the  nation,    somers. 
The  Great  Seal  was  therefore  taken  from  the  Commissioners, 
and  intrusted  to  Sir  John  Somers,  as  Lord  Keeper.* 

Rawlinson  and  Hutchins  immediately  sunk  back  into  tlie 
insignificance  from  which  they  had  been  accidentally  raised  ; 
but  Trevor,  still  Speaker  and  Master  of  the  Rolls — with  sin- 
gular activity  of  mind  and  talent  for  intrigue — continued  to 
play  an  Important  part  before  the  public,  and  if  it  had  not 
been  for  his  extreme  indiscretion  when  he  became  the  hrihed 
instead  of  the  briber,  he  probably  would  have  reached  the 
grand  object  of  his  ambition  since,  as  before,  the  Revolution 
—  which  was  to  become  Lord  Chancellor,  and  to  be  created 
a  peer. 

So  "  dexterous"  was  he  that  he  not  only  continued  in  favour  Trevor  in 
with  William,  but  to  be   great  in  the  next  reign  he   con-  aencc'of the 
trlved  to  insinuate  himself  into  the  confidence  of  the  Princess   Princess 
of  Denmark,  and  lier  maid  or  mistress,  so  that  he  was  pri- 
vately consulted  by  them  in  all  that  regarded  tlie  succession. 
While  some  discussion  was  going  on  in  ])arlianient  respecting 
the  designation  of  those  on  whom  the  Crown  was  limited,  a 
meeting  of  the  Princess  and  her  friends  was  held,  of  which 
tlie  following  minute  was  made  by  Sir  tlohn  Trevorf : 

Jounifds.  Anciently  the  Lords  always  sat  on  tlu'ir  ai)])r()]iriati'(l  benches  accord- 
ing to  their  degrees  and  sei\iority  —  hnt  tlie  right  reverend  Prelates  alone  now 
regard  this  usage.       If  precedence  is  waved,  order  onglit  still  to  he  preserved. 

*    ("r.  Oir.  Min.  fol.  I -10. 

f    The  original,  in  his  handwriting,  now  lies  lieCore  nie. 

1-:   3 
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P„  4  p  «  Tuesday  evening,  22d  Jan.,  1694,  at  Berkley  House, 

^"y  Present,  E.  of  Marlborough. 

"  Princess.  —  That  she  uuderstood  Debate  in  the  House 


Minute  of  ^bout  the  words  '  Heirs  and  Succo"'  in  the  Style  of  Acts  of 
tion  be-  Parliament.  That  she  did  desire  that  this  matter  should  not 
!^'^^"       ,  interrupt  their  Consultations,  or  obstruct  the  King's  business 

Trevor  and  >■  mi  i      i      i  •  t         i     i  • 

the  Princess  for  the  Support  of  the  Gover*.  —  That  she  had  considered  this 

^""^'  matter,  and  was  confident  of  the  King's  kindness  and  justice, 

and  therefore  did  desire  me  that  I  would  acquaint  the  House 

that  she  was  willing  and  desirous  that  the  words  *  Heirs  and 

Succors'  might  still  continue  in  the  style. 

"  I  replyed  that  this  was  a  matter  of  a  high  nature  for  me 
to  deale  in.  That  I  was  willing  to  serve  her  R.  H.  in  any 
thing  that  might  consist  w*^  my  Duty  and  Service  to  y® 
King  and  the  House.  But  for  my  owne  Justification,  and 
least  I  might  mistake  in  the  matter  of  this  importance,  I  did 
desire  her  Commands  in  Avriting  under  her  hand ;  else  I 
most  humbly  begged  her  excuse.     To  which  she  agreed." 

Accordingly  in  an  envelope  indorsed  in  Sir  John  Trevor's 
hand,  "The  Princess's  Letter  to  me — Heirs  and  Succ'"^" 
and  in  a  more  modern  hand,  "  From  Queen  Anne,"  there  is 
the  following  letter,  "  For  the  Rt.  Honble  Sir  John  Trevor, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Comons,"  in  the  handwriting  of 
the  Princess  herself:  "  I  have  heard  there  Avas  some  question 
in  the  House  concerning  the  words  '  Heirs  and  Successors ; ' 
as  to  the  concern  I  may  have  in  it  I  am  very  far  from 
desiring  any  alteration  of  the  style,  and  wish  only  that 
it  may  bee  determined  in  such  a  way  as  may  bring  the 
least  obstruction  or  delay  to  the  King's  affairs  in  Parlia- 
ment."* 

Trevor  might  have  acquired  a  complete  ascendency  over 
Anne,  and  have  become  her  Lord  Chancellor  and  chief  ad- 
viser, but  a  blow  was  now  impending  over  him  which  for 
ever  marred  his  fortunes. 

In  the  beginning  of  1695,  the  cry   against    bribery   was 

"  I  am  indebted  for  tliose  valuable  reliques,  now  first  submitted  to  the  public, 
to  the  kindness  of  Sir  John  'i'revor's  re])resentative,  the  present  Lord  Dungan- 
iion,  who  has  himsi'lf  written  a  very  interesting  account  of  those  times.  "^See 
Trevor's  Life  of  WUliani  III. 
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violent,  and  the  belief  gained  ground  that  the  Court,  the     CHAP, 
camp,  the  city,  nay,  parliament  itself,  was  tainted,  and  that  ' 


universal  corruption  prevailed.     A  motion  was  made  in  the  charge  of 
House  of  Commons  which  must  have  caused  general  alarm,  i^^ibcry 

I  1  •   1  11  n        1  •  against 

but  which  no  one  had  courage  to  oppose  —  for  the  appomt-  Trevor, 
ment  of  a  committee  "to  inquire  into  the  charges  which  ^g"g^" 
were  made  against  members, — with  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons, papers,  and  records."  On  the  7th  of  March,  the  Com-  Report  of 
mittee  reported  "  that  there  having  been  in  the  preceding 
session  a  bill  pending  in  the  House  of  Commons,  promoted 
by  the  City  of  London,  called  '  the  Orphan's  Bill,'  whereby 
a  power  was  to  be  given  to  lay  assessments  on  the  public  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Corporation,  an  entry  had  been  found  in 
the  books  of  the  Common  Council,  *  That  Mr.  Chamberlain 
do  pay  to  the  hon.  Sir  John  Trevor,  knight.  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  the  sum  of  1000  guineas,  so  soon  as  the 
said  Bill  be  passed  into  an  Act  of  Parliament,'  —  that  a  hint 
had  been  given  to  the  Common  Council,  that  unless  this 
sum  were  paid  the  bill  would  not  pass — that  Mr.  Speaker 
knew  of  the  order  being  made  while  the  bill  was  pending  — 
that  when  the  bill  passed  two  Aldermen  and  the  Chamberlain 
waited  on  Mr.  Speaker,  with  a  compliment  of  thanks  in  the 
name  of  the  City,  for  his  kindness  in  furthering  the  bill,  and 
an  order  for  the  said  guineas  which  Mr.  Speaker  accepted — 
that  two  or  three  days  after,  Mr.  Speaker  sent  a  messenger 
into  the  City  witli  the  said  order,  and  received  the  sxiid  guineas, 
—  and  that  the  said  order  was  forthcoming  with  this  indorse- 
ment thereon :  *  The  within  mentioned  1000  guineas  were 
delivered  and  paid  unto  the  hon.  Sir  John  Trevor,  this  2 2d 
June,  1694,  in  the  presence  of  Sir  Hob*  Clayton  and  Sir 
Jas.  Houblon,  which  at  22.?.  exchange,  comes  to  1100/.'" 

Corruption  being  thus  traced  to  the  Chair,  with  a  reason-  March  12. 
able  suspicion  that  it  had  connnunicated  the  taint  to  many   l'"'''-,    . 

A  ...  Uesolutioi) 

members  by  the  way,   it  was  inipossible  for  the  Ilous^e   to  that  he  was 
retain  any  degree  of  credit  Avith  the  people  unless  tlicy  de-  ,,iV"i',v'^i,i,n 
clared  their  abhorrence  of  the  guilt  they   had   discovered,  as  Speaker 
liowevcr  much  they  might  regret  the  exposure,  or  pity  the   ehair,  ami 
victim.     Accordingly  a  resolution  was  moved,  and  seems  to  t'""'^''- 

K  4 
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have  passed  without  much  discussion,  "  That  Sir  John  Tre- 
vor, Speaker  of  this  House,  receiving  a  gratuity  of  1000 
guineas  from  the  City  of  London  after  the  passing  of  the 
Orphans'  Bill,  is  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor." 
The  Speaker  was  subjected  to  the  unparalleled  humiliation  of 
putting  the  resolution  from  the  Chair,  —  of  declaring  that  the 
"ayes"  had  it,  —  and  of  adding,  that  it  was  carried  nemine 
dissentientc* 

The  House  immediately  adjourned,  and  the  last  act  which 
Trevor  did  as  Speaker  was  to  sign  the  "Votes"  containing  this 
resolution,  which  appeared  in  print  next  day.  That  he  might 
escape  the  additional  disgrace  of  putting  the  motion  for  his 
own  expulsion,  he  forthwith  sent  a  letter  to  the  Clerk,  which 
was  delivered  to  him  at  the  table,  in  these  Avords :  "  Mr. 
Jodrell ;  I  desire  you  to  present  the  Inclosed  to  the  House  ; 
and  In  that  you  will  oblige.  Sir,  your  servant,  J.  Trevor, 
Speaker.  March  13.  1694."  The  Clerk  then  read  the  In- 
closure  to  the  House  :  "  Gentlemen ;  I  did  Intend  to  have 
waited  upon  you  this  morning ;  but,  after  I  was  up,  I  was 
taken  suddenly  111  with  a  violent  colick  ;  I  hope  to  be  in  con- 
dition of  attending  you  to-morrow  morning  :  in  the  mean 
time,  I  desire  you  will  be  pleased  to  excuse  my  attendance. 
I  am,  witli  all  duty.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  J.  Trevor,  Speaker.     March  13.  1694."  f 

After  the  readlno;  of  these  letters  a  scene  of  much  con- 
fusion  arose.  Some  proposed  that  they  should  forthwith 
proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  new  Speaker,  but  an  objection  was 
taken,  that  this  could  not  be  done  without  the  authority  of 


*■  Trevor's  I>ife  of  Willi.im  III.  ii.  250.;  Com.  Journ.  lfi94-9.^  ;  5  Pari. 
Hist.  90fi.  "  On  receiviuf^  and  debating  tliis  report,  therefore,  the  Speaker 
himself,  in  virtue  of  his  office,  was  exposed  to  all  the  shame  and  confusion  of 
face  which  a  man  could  hear  and  live,  in  putting  the  following  question,  viz..  &c. 
And  so  much  grace  did  he  discover  upon  the  occasion,  that  he  chose  to  abdicate 
ratlier  than  be  deposed." —  Riilp/i,  ii.  .347.  "  He  was  forced  or  yielded  to  put 
the  (piestion  upon  himself,  '  As  many  as  are  opinion  that  Sir  John  Trevor  is 
guilty,  ivc.  ;'  and  in  declaring  the  sense  of  the  House,  declared  himself  guilty. 
Tiie  House  rose,  aiul  he  went  his  way  and  came  there  no  more.' — Xort/t's  Lift'  of 
(iuiJfiird,  ii.  2K,  29.  A  curious  dilHcnlty  might  have  arisen  if,  continuing 
Speaker,  a  motion  had  been  made  for  his  expulsion;  for  the  instant  tlu'  motion 
was  c.nriid,  lie  ceased  to  be  Speaker  or  a  member,  althougii  perh.ips  the  resolu- 
tu)u  wouhl  not  liavc  had  full  ojjeration  till  announced  from  the  Ch.iir.  Then  he 
must  liave  been  turned  out  of  the  House,  or  takei\  into  custody  as  "«  ilraiiper." 

t    Tliis  is  old  St  vie. 
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the  Crown,   and  that  Sir  John  Trevor  still  detaining  the     CHAP. 

cv 
mace,  no  motion  could  be  made,  and  no  debate  could  proceed,  ' 


till  it  was  brought  and  laid  under  the  table.  Precedents 
were  looked  for ;  but  none  in  point  could  be  found.  This 
irregular  conversation  having  gone  on  for  about  two  hours, 
the  House  adjourned  till  the  following  morning  at  ten 
o'clock. 

All  the  members  in  London  having  then  assembled,  the 
Serjeant  brought  the  mace,  and  laid  it  under  the  table,  and 
delivered  to  the  Clerk  the  following  letter  from  Sir  John 
Trevor,  which  was  immediately  read  to  the  House :  "  Mr. 
Jodrell ;  My  illness  still  continues,  which  makes  me  unable 
to  come  abroad ;  wherewith  I  desire  you  to  acquaint  the 
House,  and  that  I  humbly  pray  they  wull  please  to  excuse 
me  for  not  attending  them.  I  am,  your  friend  and  servant, 
J.  Trevor,  Speaker.     March  14.  1694." 

But  he  had  intimated  to  the  King  his  wish  to  resign  the  lie  resign; 
Chair,  and  ]Mr.  Wharton,  the  comptroller  of  the  household,  *^'*^  ^^^"■• 
now  said,  "  he  was  commanded  by  his  Majesty  to  inform  the 
House  that  the  late  Speaker,  Sir  John  Trevor,  from  indis- 
position, could  not  further  attend  the  service  of  the  House  ; 
and  that  his  iSLijesty  gave  leave  to  the  House  to  proceed  to 
the  choice  of  a  new  Speaker."  He  accordingly  proposed 
Sir  Thomas  Littleton,  but  the  House,  by  a  majority  of  170 
to  140,  elected  jNIr.  Foley,  who  had  been  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  inquiry.  * 

As  soon  as  the  new  Speaker  was  allowed  by  the  Crown,   iMarch  le. 
and    business  could  recommence,   a  motion  was  made,  that      f,  '^,  ^,^" 

'  '  l)clled  the 

"  Sir  John  Trevor,  late  Speaker  of  this  House,  being  guilty  House, 
of  a  liigli  crime  and  misdemeanour,  by  receiving  a  gratuity  of 
1000  guineas  from  tlie  City  of  London  after  passing  tlie 
Orphans'  liill,  be  ex[)cllcd  the  House,"  which  was  carried 
without  opposition,  and  a  new  writ  was  issued  for  tlic 
election  of  a  burgess  for  the  borough  he  had  re})rescnted. 

Strange  to  say,  not  only  no  further  proceedings  were 
taken  against  hiiu  to  punish  him  for  the  l)ribery  of  whlcli  he 
had  been  guilty,  or  to  make  him  refund  tlie  bribe,  but  he 

•  .')  Biimot,  ().  T.  i;);». 
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waa  permitted  to  retain  his  high  judicial  office  of  Master 
of  the  Rolls — taking  precedence  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Common  Pleas  and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer — and  to  administer  justice  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  after  his  expulsion  from  the  House  of  Commons — 
for  the  long  period  of  two-and-twenty  years, — under  Lord 
Chancellor  Somers,  Lord  Keeper  Wright,  Lord  Chancellor 
Cowper,  Lord  Chancellor  Harcourt,  and  Lord  Chancellor 
Cowper  again.  * 

His  offence  could  not  have  been  regarded  by  his  con- 
temporaries by  any  means  in  the  same  serious  light  in  which 
we  should  regard  it.  Even  in  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  the  bribe  is  tenderly  designated  "  a  gratuity  ;" 
and,  in  those  times,  although  judicial  corruption  would  have 
been  strongly  reprobated,  yet  to  give  or  to  receive  money 
for  voting  in  parliament  was  only  called  "the  way  of  the 
world."  The  sin  was  reckoned  to  be  in  the  discovery, — not 
in  the  act.f 

Trevor  never  was  accused  or  suspected  of  taking  bribes 
from  the  suitors  in  his  Court,  and  he  was  not  only  an  upright 
but  an  enlightened  Judge.|  Being  now  free  from  political 
distraction  he  devoted  himself  to  the  business  of  his  Court, 
and  having  much  more  experience  than  any  of  the  holders  of 
the  Great  Seal  who  were  placed  over  him,  he  pronounced 


*  "  Whether  the  members  thought  that  the  being  so  basted  in  the  Chair  was 
punishment  cnouj^h,  or  for  his  taking  such  gross  correction  so  patiently  and  so 
conformably,  or  else,  a  matter  once  out  of  the  way,  was  thought  of  no  more,  it 
is  certain  that  lie  never  was  molested  further  about  that  matter,  but  continued  in 
his  post  of  ^Master  of  the  Rolls,  equitable  Judge  of  the  subjects'  interests  and 
estates,  to  the  great  encouragement  of  prudent  bribery  for  ever  after."  —  North's 
Life  of  Guilford,  ii.  29. 
Sir  Edward  t  "  Corrumpere  et  corrumpi  scculum  vocatur."  Roger  North  thus  slurs  over 
'1  urner  ^  bribe  taken  by  Sir  Edward  Turner,  another  Speaker,  in  the   reign  of  Charles 

guilty  of  II-  "  This  gentleman  had  served  long  as  Speaker  of  the  parliament,  and  had  been 
bribery  useful  to  the  Crown  and  also  to  himself     Rut  on  the  discovery  of  d  small  present 

while  made  to  him  by  the  East  India  Comjiany,  he  was  blown  in   the  House  of  Corn- 

Speaker  ;  mons.  The  anti-court  party  took  all  advantages  against  the  Court,  and  made  a 
afterwards  mountain  of  this  mouse;  for  it  was  but  a  trifle.  However,  it  cost  him  much  of 
Solicitor-  his  credit  and  authority  in  the  Ciiair  which  he  used  to  have;  and  bethought  fit 
(ieneral  to   give   way,   and    not    to    sit   there   longer   to  be  exposed  to  the  aflVonts  which 

and  Chitf       would  continually  be  thrown  at  him."   However,  he  was  made  Solicitor- Cicneral, 
IJaroii  of         ''lid  •irteiuin-iU  Lord  Cliiof  ISaron  of  the  J",xche(iuer. —  Lift:  of  Guilford,  i.  97. 
the  Ex-  t    I  le  has  lueii  .ibsurdly  blamed   for   hearing   cases   at   his  j)rivate   house,  —  a 

theijuer.  practice    whifh    all   Equity   Judges    must    occasionally    follow.      He  had  a  villa 

at    Kniglitsbridge,  then   considered  almost  a   day's  journey  from   London,  now 
forming  a  division  of  Relgravia. 
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many  decrees  which  to  this  day  are  considered  of  high  CHAP. 
authority.  He  first  laid  down  the  doctrine,  that  marriage 
and  the  birth  of  a  child  shall  revoke  a  will, — or,  rather,  that  a 
will  of  an  unmarried  person  is  made  subject  to  the  implied  con- 
dition, that  under  such  a  new  state  of  circumstances  it  shall 
not  stand  good. 

The  following  anecdote  shows  the  weight  of  his  authority  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery.  Lord  Harcourt  having  expressed  an 
opinion,  that  certain  process  issued  against  a  wife  during  her 
husband's  absence  abroad  was  irregular ;  but  being  met  by  an 
observation  from  counsel  which  staggered  him,  said,  "  he 
would  ask  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  and  be  guided  by  his  opi- 
nion." Trevor,  coming  into  Court,  declared  the  process  to 
be  regular,  and  so  it  was  ruled  to  be. — Lord  Harcourt  did  not 
venture  to  reverse  any  of  his  decrees,  and  on  one  occasion 
set  an  example  which  might  be  usefully  followed  by  "  affirm- 
ing Chancellors ; " —  coming  back  to  Court  from  attending  a 
Council,  and  finding  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  who  had  been 
sitting  for  him,  in  the  act  of  giving  a  judgment,  he  said,  "  I  am 
of  the  same  opinion  —  to  prevent  a  re-hearing  before  myself."* 

On  the  dissolution  of  the  parliament  after  his  expulsion.   He  in  vain 
he  had  the  hardihood  to  propose  to  be  again  returned  as  a  ["g^gf^ilt" 
representative  of  the  people ;  but,  says   Somers,  writing  to  parliament. 
Shrewsbury,    "  The  King  said   he  had  in  a  manner  com- 
manded the  Master  of  the  Rolls  not  to  come  into  the  House 
of  Commons,  on  purpose  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  the 
reviving  that  matter  would  occasion."! 

He  lived  ever  afterwards  very  privately,   and  found  his   Retires  into 
chief  delight  in  accumulating  money.     He  became  so  great  ^'"^'"^ 
an  economist,  that  he  even  grudged  a  glass  of  wine  to  a  poor 
relation.     It  is  recorded  of  him,  that  "  he  had  dined  by  him-   l^ow  he 
self  one  day  at  the  Rolls,  and  was  drinking  his  wine  qu'ctly,  cousin  out 
when  his  cousin,  Roderic  Lloyd,  was  unexpectedly  introduced   of  a  glass 

!•(>  '11  A'  i"i*ii-TT  ot  wine. 

to  hnn  irom  a  side  door:  "  lou  rascal,  tfaid  lus  Honour  to 
the  servant,  "and  you  have  brouglit  niy  (•()u.■^iIl,  Roderic 
Lloyd,  Esquire,  Prothonotary  of  ISortli  AVales,  ^Marshal  to 
Baron   Price,   Sec,  Sec,  Sec,  up  my  bach  .^fd/rs.      Take   my 

*    See  W'rnon,  vol.  ii.  ;    Peere  ^^'illiallls,  \ol.  i.  ;    .Mod.  vol.  vi.  vii.   xi. 
t   Shrewsbury  Correspondence,  IfiO.n 
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CHAP,  cousin,  Roderlc  Lloyd,  Esquire,  Prothonotary  of  North 
^^'  Wales,  Marshal  to  Baron  Price,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. ;  take  him 
instantly  back  down  my  back  stairs  and  bring  him  up  my 
front  stairs."  Roderic  in  vain  remonstrated,  and  while  he 
was  conveyed  down  the  back  stairs,  and  up  the  front  stairs, 
the  bottle  and  glasses  were  removed  by  his  Honour,  —  some 
laAv  books  and  papers  taking  their  place.* 
Rescues  his       Qn   another   occasion   he   behaved    kindly   to   this   same 

cousin  from  .        ,        .  j.       'x        r    i    •  'j.i        j.  • 

the  coal-       cousm,  havmg  an  opportunity  ot  domg  so  without  incurring 
hole,  any  expense.     "  Roderic  was  returning  rather  elevated  from 

his  club  one  night,  and  ran  against  the  pump  in  Chancery 
Lane.  Conceiving  somebody  had  struck  him,  he  drew,  and 
made  a  lunge  at  the  pump.  The  sword  entered  the  spout, 
and  the  pump,  being  crazy,  fell  down.  Roderic  concluded  he 
had  killed  his  man  ;  left  his  sword  in  the  pump,  and  retreated 
to  his  old  friend's  house  at  the  Rolls.  There  he  was  con- 
cealed by  the  servants  for  the  night.  In  the  morning  his 
Honour,  having  heard  the  story,  came  himself  to  deliver  him 
from  his  consternation  and  confinement  in  the  coal-hole."  f 
Saying  of  I  find  only  one  political  anecdote  of  him  after  his  rctire- 

TiUotson'to  ^^^cnt.     He  was  so  incensed  by  the  promotion  to  the  primacy 
him.  of  Tillotson,   whom  he   considered   a    low -churchman,    that 

passing  him  one  day  near  the  House  of  Lords,  he  could  not 
refrain  from  muttering,  loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  the 
object  of  his  spleen,  "  I  hate  a  fanatic  in  lawn  sleeves." 
"  And  I,"  retorted  the  Primate,  "  hate  a  knave  in  any 
sleeves."  X 

Sir  Jolm  Trevor,  being  near  eighty  years  of  age,  at  last 
died,  on  the  20th  of  jNIay,  1717,  at  his  house  in  Chancery 
Lane,  and  was  buried  in  the  Rolls  Chapel.  § 
.ksts  upon  The  unfortunate  obliquity  of  his  vision  is  perceptible  in 
the  portraits  and  prints  we  have  of  him,  and  made  the  wags 
assert  tliat  "  Justice  was  blind,  but  at  the  Rolls  Equity 
was  now  seen  to  S([uint.  "     While  in  the  Cliair,  as  Speaker, 

*   Yorke's  Royal  Tribes,  108,  ]()<). 

t    Ihicl.  IOi»   ;    Nohlo's  Grantor,  i.  17.'. 

}    Life  oiML'ITreys,  ;!'Ji>.  ii. 

§    lie  was  sufCfcdt'd  by  Sir  Joseph  .Tckxil, 

"  that  };()0(I  old  Wl,i<T 

\Mio  never  cliang'd  his  principles  or  wig."' 


liis  s(jiiint- 
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two  members  in  different  parts  of  the  House  were  often     CHAP. 

cv. 
equally  confident  of  having  "  caught  his  eye.''''  ' 


He  is  said  to  have  been  rough  to  the  bar,  and  to  have  nischa- 
caused  great  consternation  in  those  on  whom  he  frowned,  the  racter. 
effect  of  his  squinting  being  aggravated  by  a  dark  truculent 
visage,  and  a  tremendous  pair  of  bushy  eyebrows.  His  ene- 
mies even  alleged  that  he  uttered  something  so  harsh  to  a 
very  promising  nephew  of  his  own,  practising  before  him,  as 
to  cause  the  young  man's  death  from  vexation.  But,  recol- 
lecting the  factious  times  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  triumph 
which  his  enemies  gained  over  him,  we  should  receive  Avith 
great  suspicion  every  statement  to  his  disadvantage  which  is 
not  supported  by  positive  proof.  With  all  his  faults,  we 
must  admire  the  energy,  enterprise,  and  perseverance  which, 
under  so  many  disadvantages,  raised  him  from  being  a  bar- 
rister's clerk  to  the  highest  offices  of  the  state,  and  which, 
with  a  little  more  luck,  might  have  given  him  a  respectable 
name  in  English  history.  I  have  pleasure  in  recording  of 
him,  that  he  discovered  the  merit  of  Atterbury,  and  ap- 
pointed him  Preacher  at  the  Rolls.  * 

By  the  death  of  his  elder  brother  he  succeeded  to  the  His  de- 
paternal  estates  at  Brynkinalt,  which,  with  large  possessions  ^<=^"'1«*"^S' 
of  his  own  acquisition,  have  descended,  througli  a  female,  to 
the  present  Viscount  Dungannon,  the  very  honourable  repre- 
sentative of  his  family,  f 

*  The  Jacobite  divine  naturally  had  a  lii^h  opinion  of  liis  patron,  who  treated 
him  with  jrreat  familiarity.  Writing  to  IJishop  Trelawny  in  1704,  lie  says: 
"  The  Master  of  the  Rolls  drank  the  healths  of  your  Lordship  and  of  tiie  whole 
family  (juite  tlirouj^h  to  me  on  ^nwAny."  -—  At krhuri/  Correspomknce  hij  Xichulh. 

f   See  Collins's  Peerage — "  Trevor,"  "  Dungannon,"  "  Hampden." 
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LIFE  OP  LORD    SOMERS  *,    FROM   HIS   BIRTH   TILL  THE   REVOLLTION. 


CHAP. 
CVI. 


Pleasure 
and  diffi- 
culty in  the 
task  of 


Life  of 
Somers. 


It  is  most  consolatory  to  me  at  last  to  reach  a  Chancellor 
eminent  as  a  lawyer,  a  statesman,  and  a  man  of  letters  —  the 
whole  of  whose  public  career  and  character  I  can  conscien- 
tiously praise  —  and  whose  private  life,  embellished  by  many 
virtues,  could  not  have  been  liable  to  any  grave  imputation, 
Lifc  of  ^''^  since  it  has  received  the  unqualified  approbation  of  Addison,  f 
But  my  pleasure  is  chastised  by  considering  the  difficulty  of 
the  task  on  which  I  enter.  While  we  so  often  see  men 
eager  for  notoriety  and  present  applause.  Lord  Somers  acted 
on  the  maxim  which  he  took  for  his  motto, — "  Prodesse 
QUAM  CONSPICI."  He  has  left  us  no  memoir  of  himself, 
and  he  was  so  careless  about  his  speeches  and  his  writings,  that 
there  are  hardly  the  means  of  fairly  appreciating  him  as  an 
orator,  or  as  an  author.  He  has  had  a  great  share  of  general 
reputation  as  a  consummate  Judge,  and  as  the  chief  founder 
of  the  constitutional  monarchy  under  which  the  country  has 
flourished  above  a  century  and  a  half;  but  no  biographer  has 
yet  appeared  who  can  be  said  to  have  done  him  justice.  | 


Former 
I>ivcs  of 
Somers. 


♦  In  all  the  entries  respecting  Lord  Somers  in  the  books  of  the  Middle 
Temple  till  he  was  called  to  the  Bench  in  1689,  his  name  is  spelt  Somer,  and 
then  Somers. — He  himself  afterwards  sometimes  wrote  his  name  Sommeks,  and 
generally  Somers,  with  a  circumflex  ;  but  1  adhere  to  that  which  must  now  be 
considered  the  historical  orthography,  Somers. 

t   Freeholder,  No.  XXXIX.,  Friday,  May  4.  171G. 

\  The  author  of  "  Tlie  Life  of  Lord  Somers," — published  in  171G,  soon  after 
his  death,  and  the  foundation  of  the  subsequent  Lives  of  him,  —  was  so  grossly 
ignorant  and  incurious  as  to  avow  that  he  could  not  tell  at  which  university  his 
hero  had  studied  ;  and  the  "  Essay  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  Lord  Somers," 
l)y  Cookscy,  his  kinsman,  supjiosed  to  contain  the  most  authentic  account  of  his 
early  career,  states  that  he  was  entered  a  student  of  the  Middle  Temple  in  1676, 
wbich  was  the  year  he  was  called  to  the  bar,  after  having  been  entered  there 
above  seven  years.  There  is  much  valuable  information  to  be  found  in  a  Life 
of  Lord  Somers  by  a  most  learned  and  honourable  man,  the  late  Henry  IMad- 
DocK,  Ks(|.,  the  First  Part  of  which  was  published  in  4to.  in  the  year  of  1812,  and 
the  .Second  I'art  of  which  I  have  been  permitted  to  peruse  in  MS.  ;  but  the  jier- 
soiial  narr.itive  is  overlaid  by  general  disquisitions  on  politics  and  law.  The  very 
erudite  author  would  have  had  much  more  success  if  he  had  borne  in  mind  the 
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From  long  neglect  several  important  parts  of  his  career  must     CHAP. 

for  ever  remain  obscure ;  few  personal  anecdotes  of  him  are  '_ 

preserved ;  and  materials  for  his  Life  must  be  sought  in 
College  Registers,  County  Chronicles,  Peerages,  Parliamentary 
Debates,  State  Trials,  Equity  Reports,  Party  pamphlets, 
doggerel  verses,  such  scandalous  publications  at  home  as 
Mrs.  Manley's  "  New  Atalantis,"  and  such  scarce  foreign 
books  as  Bonaventuri's  "  Life  of  Vincenzio  Filicaja."  Let 
me  then  bespeak  the  indulgence  of  the  reader  for  an  attempt 
which  I  deeply  feel  must  be  unworthy  of  its  object. 

Lord  Somers,  although  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune.  His  family, 
was  by  no  means  "  sprung  from  the  dregs  of  the  people,"  as 
it  suited  his  vituperators  to  represent.*  His  family  had 
long  been  owners  of  a  small  estate  in  the  parish  of  Severn 
Stoke,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester.!  They  had  likewise 
another  possession,  the  site  of  a  dissolved  nunnery,  called 
"the  White  Ladies,"  a  short  distance  beyond  the  walls  of 
the  city  of  Worcester.  After  the  expulsion  of  the  nuns,  the 
dormitory  remained  entire,  and  the  old  hall  and  refectory 
had  been  fitted  up  into  a  modern  mansion.  This  property 
had  been  granted  to  the  Somers's  at  the  Reformation,  and 
here  they  received  Queen  Elizabeth  in  her  progress  through 
Worcestershire,  in  the  year  1585  ;  the  bed  in  which  she  slept, 
and  the  cup  from  which  she  drank,  being  preserved  by  them 
as  precious  reliques,  even  when  they  took  to  the  republican 
side. 


caution  to  biographers  by  Cornelius  Ncpos  in  the  commencement  of  the  "  Life 
of  Pelopidas  :  "  — "  Vereor,  ne,  si  res  explicare  incipiam,  non  vitam  ejus  enar- 
rare,  seel  historiam  videar  scribere." 

*    Examiner,  No.  26.  by  Swift  ;    New  Atalantis,  iv.  62. 

f  Of  this  family  was  the  famous  Admiral  Sir  George  Somer,  one  of  the  dis- 
coverers of  the  Bermudas,  or  "  Somer  Islands,"  celebrated  by  Waller  for  their 
beauty  when  explored,  though  long  shunned  for  their  supposed  dangers  and 
enchantments. 

"  Heaven  sure  has  kept  that  charming  spot  uncurst 
To  show  how  well  things  were  created  first." 

The  old  mariner's  answer  to  King  James,  when  persecuted  for  refusing  to 
yield  to  the  wishes  of  the  Court,  seems  to  show  that  the  feeling  ofindepender.ee 
was  very  strong  in  the  blood  of  the  Somers  :  "  I  wisli  that  as  I  am  the  first,  so 
I  may  be  the  last  of  sacrifices  in  your  times.  When  from  ])rivate  appetite  it  is 
resolved  that  a  creature  shall  he  sacrificed,  it  is  easy  to  pick  up  sticks  enougli 
from  any  thicket  whitlier  it  hath  strayed  to  make  a  fire  to  ofier  it  with." —  Life 
of  Bacon,  jirefixed  to  folio  Edition  of  his  Works,  p.  22. 
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CHAP.  The  Chancellor's  father,  John  Somers,  to  increase  his  pa- 

trimonial fortune,  was  bred  to  the  law,  and  was  established  in 


His  father.  Practice  as  the  most  eminent  attorney  in  the  county  of  AVor- 
cester,  when  the  civil  war  broke  out.  Although  the  city  and 
the  chief  part  of  the  county  of  Worcester  supported  the 
royal  cause,  he  sided  with  the  parliament,  raised  a  troop  of 
horse,  and  served  under  Cromwell.  He  was  for  some  time 
quartered  at  Upton,  near  his  estate,  and  while  he  lay  there 
used  to  frequent  the  parish  church  of  Severn-Stoke.  The 
clergyman,  an  intrepid  supporter  of  divine  right  and  passive 
obedience,  though  often  warned  against  "  politics  in  the  pid- 
pit,"  coidd  not  forbear  from  introducing  in  his  sermons  violent 
invectives  against  the  opposite  party.  To  cure  him  effectually 
of  this  propensity,  Captain  Somers,  in  the  transport  of  one 
of  these  furious  harangues,  fired  a  })istol  over  his  head,  and 
lodged  a  ball  in  the  sounding  board,  the  mark  of  Avhich  is 
shown,  and  the  history  of  it  related,  by  the  clerk  of  the  parish 
to  this  very  day.  * 

Sept.  f).  The  battle  of  Worcester,  Cromwell's  "  crowning  mercy," 

having  crushed  the  royal  cause,  and  established  tranquillity 
in  the  country,  the  captain  changed  his  service,  and,  sup- 
ported by  John  Doe  and  Richard  Eoe,  pi-epared  for  war- 
fare at  Westminster.  He  resumed  his  profession,  and  from 
his  great  skill  in  it  had  cavaliers  as  well  as  roundheads  for  his 

"  The  clients.     A  sort  of  sanctity  had  been  attached  by  both  sides 

White  La-  to  the  Whitcladies,  so  that  it  was  left  uninjured,  when  all 
the  rest  of  the  suburb  to  which  it  belonged,  including  St. 
Oswald's  Hospital,  had  been  demolished  during  the  sieges 
which  the  city  had  stood,  f  In  this  mansion,  thus  venerated 
and  considered  neutral  ground.  King  Charles  II.  took  up  his 
abode  prior  to  the  fatal  fight;  and  having  shifted  himself 
here  after  his  defeat,  while  a  council  of  war  was  held  at  Bur- 
l)Ourne  Bridge,  he  went  off  in  disguise  through  the  fields  ad- 
joining the  house  to  Estwood,  and  thence  to  Bascobel,  leaving 

*    Cooksoy,  p.   7. 

t  III  a  IMS.  of  'Six.  Townshend  of  Elcmley  House,  who  was  in  the  city  diiriiiii 
the  first  sle^'e  and  kept  a  regular  diary,  under  the  date  of  L'fith  M:irch,  KM*;, 
tiiereis  this  entry  :  "  The  citizens  and  soldiers  in  the  town  destroyed  St.  Oswald's 
Hospital,  hut  spared  Six.  Soniers's  house  at  the  Whiteladies,  which  was  a  strong 
stone  l)uil(iint,',  capahie  of  holding,'  ."(X)  men  with  safety." — Nash.  Hist.  Wor- 
cestershire, ii.  \r,. 
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behind  him  his  garters,  two  pairs  of  fine  fringed  gloves,  a     CHAP. 
waistcoat  and  a  pair  of  trunk  hose, — which  were  afterwards    _ 
added  by  the  family  to  the  memorials  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

John  Somers,  the  father,  had  been  married  in  the  year  Birth  of  the 
1649,  to  Catherine  Ceavern,  of  a  respectable  family  in  Shrop- 
shire, and  she  had  brought  him  a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  after- 
wards Lady  Jekyll.  She  was  now  again  pregnant,  and  he 
placed  her  for  safety  in  the  sanctuary  at  Whiteladies,  not 
many  days  after  Charles  had  left  it.  Here,  in  the  spring  of 
the  following  year,  she  gave  birth  to  John,  the  future  Chan- 
cellor. From  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country  no  register 
is  to  be  discovered  of  the  baptism  of  these  two  children,  and 
the  exact  day  of  the  birth  of  either  of  them  has  not  been  as- 
certained. * 

I  find  no  farther  notice  of  the  boy  till  a  prodigy  announced  Prodigy 
his  future  greatness.      He  was  much  under  the  care  of  an  h'is^great? 
aunt  married  to  a  noted  presbyterian  of  the  name  of  Blurton,  ness. 
and  "  the  good  lady  walking  with  him  in  her  hand  amongst 
her  poultry,  a  beautiful  roost-cock  flew  upon  his  curly  head, 
and  while  perched  there  crowed  three  times  very  loudly."  f 

However,  there  long  seemed  to  be  no  prospect  of  his  ever  His  school 
rising  higher  than  being,  like  his  father,  an  eminent  country  <^'^"<^'>*'""- 
solicitor.  He  was  put  to  the  college  school  at  Worcester,  tlie 
master  of  which  then  was  Dr.  Bright,  a  distinguished  classical 
scliolar  and  a  very  skilful  teacher.  Such  a  practical  love  of 
communicating  knowledge  had  this  meritorious  man,  that 
after  he  was  a  prebendary  of  the  cathedral,  and  proprietor  of 
a  considerable  landed  estate,  he  continued  Avith  unwearied 
assiduity  and  patience  to  ply  his  pedagogical  labours.  From 
liim  young  Somers  imbibed  that  taste  for  elegant  literature 
wlilcli  adhered  to  him  through  life.  At  this  seminary  we 
know  that  he  was  tlioroughly  grounded  in  Greek  and  Latin, 
but  how  long  he  cuntiiuicd  there  is  uncertain,  and  there  is 

*  .Some  accounts  stfite  tlic  4th  of  March  as  tlie  Chancellor's  hirtlulav,  hut 
without  any  authority  cited.  Mary  and  Catherine,  the  two  younger  daughters, 
are  regularly  registered  in  St.  iMichael's  parish,  in  the  city  of  Worcester. 

f  Cooksey,  a  relation  of  the  family,  says,  "  This  tradition  conies  well  attested 
to  nie  from  the  Kev.  ]Mr.  Pixall,  who  derived  it  from  his  grandmother,  who 
lived  at  the  time  in  intimacy  with  the  family,  and  had  no  douht  of  tlie  fact," 
p.  10. 
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CHAP,  great  difficulty  in  tracing  hiui  during  his  early  youth.  He 
^^^'  appears  to  have  been  put  for  a  short  time  to  a  private 
academy  at  "Walsall,  in  Staftbrdshire,  and  to  another  at  She- 
riflf-Hales,  in  Shropshire.*  He  was  always  remarkably 
studious  and  contemplative.  "  Though  the  brightest  boy  in 
the  College  School,  instead  of  joining  his  young  companions 
in  their  bovish  amusements,  he  was  seen  walking  and  musing 
alone,  not  so  much  as  looking  on  while  they  were  at  play."  f 
His  biographers  represent  that  as  soon  as  his  school  educa- 
tion was  finished,  he  was  placed  in  his  father's  office  to  learn 
the  business  of  an  attorney,  and  they  defer  his  first  entrance 
at  the  University  till  the  year  1675,  when  he  Avas  in  the 
twenty-fifth  year  of  his  age ;  but  although  he  certainly  did 
reside  at  Oxford  at  the  time  they  suppose,  I  have  ascertained 
that,  in  the  year  1667,  when  he  was  only  sixteen  years  old, 
he  was  matriculated  and  admitted  of  Trinity  College.  J 
He  is  ad-  The  rccords  of  the  University  have  been  searched  in  vain 

THnIt  °       ^^  discover  any  other  notice  respecting  him.     I  am  inclined 
College,        to  believe  that  his  residence  at  Oxford  at  this  period  of  his 
life  was  extremely  short,  and  that  while  still  very  young  he 
did  become  an  apprentice  in  the  manner  supposed,  with  the 
cnerktohis  yicw  of  being  his  father's  partner  and  successor.    A  few  years 
after  we  find  him  occupying  a  desk  in  the  office  at  White- 
His  disin-     ladlcs.     Tlic   drudgery  to  which  he  was  there   expected  to 
th'iTdruV  submit,  did  not  by  any  means  suit  his  taste,  and  he  soon  made 
gery.  it  apparent  that  he  never  would  succeed  in  this  department 

of  the  profession.  However,  idleness  could  never  be  Imputed 
to  him ;  nor  did  he  now  cross  his  father's  soul  by  penning  a 
stanza  when  he  should  engross,  for  it  was  not  till  some  years 
after  that,  initiated  by  the  young  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  by 
whose  introduction  he  afterwards  drank  champagne  with 
the  wits,  he  first  displayed  his  poetical  vein.     At  this  period 

•    Buck's  MSS.   Brit.  Mus.  No.  4223.  f   ScwanVs  AiiccJotes,  ii.  11!. 

\  Copy  of  Matriculation: — "Mar.  2:^.  \>',r,~.  Johannes  Somers  an.  n.  1*;. 
fil.  .Toll.  SoinurN  de  AN'orcestcr  Genri." 

Copy  of  admission  in  his  own  handwriting: — "  Ego  Johannes  Somers,  Firuis 
Johiuinis  Sonu'rs  generosi  in  civitate  Vigornin?  natus.  admissus  sum  coiiimcnsalis 
3  Miens,i'  in  Col.  Trin  :  Oxon  :  sul)  tiifaniiiie  M''K'  Camjjion,  16G7."'  'I'hcn 
follow  thiso  words  in  another  hand  ;  "  'J'erniino  Paschalis.  Tandem  Sunimns 
.Angli*  Caucellariu'.."  His  hiograjihers  have  heen  misled  i)y  the  entry  of  another 
John  Somers,  in  1G7  I,  who  is  described  "  of  the  citv  of  Exeter." 
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he  devoted  himself  to  severe  study,  insomuch  that,   "  by  the     CHAP. 
exactness  of  his  knowledge  and  behaviour,  he  discouraged 
his  father  and  all  the  young  men  that  knew  him ;  they  were 
afraid  to  be  in  his  company."  * 

He  was  sometimes  allowed  to  retire  to  the  family  house  in  His  'oj^^ 
the  parish  of  Severn  Stoke,  and  the  room  which  he  occupied, 
and  in  which  he  read  night  and  day,  used  afterwards,  when 
he  became  a  great  man,  to  be  pointed  out  as  "  Somers's 
study."  But  he  chiefly  resided  at  Whiteladies,  the  society 
of  which  he  was  not  sorry  to  exchange  for  his  books.  A 
scheme  of  life  prevailed  there  of  a  very  extraordinary  descrip- 
tion. Somers,  the  father,  having  at  the  Restoration  obtained 
a  pardon  under  the  Great  Seal  (which  is  still  preserved 
in  the  family),  and  continuing  to  flourish  in  his  profession, 
had  his  office  established  in  the  old  Nunnery. f  The  mansion  Mode  of 
was  inhabited  by  several  other  families  connected  by  blood  and  V.^t-^* 

.  ...  White- 

marriagc,  and  they  consorted  in  a  style  of  which  it  is  now  ladies, 
difficult  to  give  or  to  form  an  idea.  "  Their  mornings  were 
employed  by  each  in  their  respective  occupations  —  the 
culture  of  a  larfje  farm — the  clothino;  trade,  then  in  a  flou- 
rishing  state — the  producing  and  manufacturing  teasels, 
woad,  madder,  and  all  dyeing  materials —  the  making  of  bricks 
and  tiles  in  immense  quantities,  to  supply  the  demand  occa- 
sioned by  rebuilding  the  ruined  city  and  suburbs. :}:  The 
lal)Ours  of  the  day  over,  they  repaired  for  refreshment  to 
one  common  table  in  the  great  hall  of  the  old  Xunnery, 
where  seldom  fewer  than  twenty  or  thirty  relations  and 
friends  of  the  families  assembled  daily,  and  spent  their 
evenings  in  the  utmost  cheerfulness  and  conviviality.  The 
products  of  the  farm,  the  supplies  of  fish  and  game,  and 
viands  of  every  kind  received  constantly  from  their  country 
coimcctions,  furnished  their  table  with  abundant  plenty,  and 

♦    Seward's  Anecdotes,  vol.  ii.  114.  ;    Buck's  MSS.  Brit.  Miis.  No.  422.'!. 

t  He  is  not  supposed  to  have  committed  any  ofl'ence  rc(]iiirinfj  a  special 
pardon  beyond  firinj^  over  the  head  of  the  parson  at  Severn  Stoke  wliile  in  tlie 
pulpit  ;  hut  being  a  lawyer,  he  perhaps  remembered  tlie  observation  of  Sir 
Edward  C"ke,  "  that  good  men  will  never  refuse  God  and  the  King's  pardon, 
becau'^e  every  man  dotli  often  offend  both  of  them."     ,3  Inst.  C.   105. 

I  From  whicli  Lord  Somers  was  afterwards,  in  abusive  ballads,  called  the 
Iirich)iaker's  Son. 
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CHAP,     entitled  such  contributors  to  a  place  at  it  without  ceremony 
CVI.       Qj.  reserve.     The  annual  slaughter  of  two  brawns  marked 
the  festivity  of  Christmas."  * 

Old  Somcrs  managed  the  parliamentary  elections  for  the 
County,  for  the  City,  and  for  the  boroughs  of  Evesham,  Droit- 
wich,  and  Bewdley.    To  Whiteladies  came  the  candidates  and 
representatives  to  consult  him  and  plan  their  electioneering 
operations,  and  to  Whiteladies  were  summoned  the  leading 
electors  to  receive  a  good  dinner  and  promises  of  preferment. 
Sir  Francis       The  most  distinguished  individual  in  the  group  for  some 
Mining-     ygj^j.g  ^^j^g  the*  great  lawyer  Sir  Francis  Winnington,  after- 
wards Solicitor  General,  who  was  now  rising  rapidly  at  the 
bar,  and  represented  the  city  of  Worcester  in  parliament,  f 
Advises        jjg  gr^^y  ^]jQ  nierit  of  young  Somers,  and  recommended  that 
go  to  the      he  should  study  for  the  bar,  pointing  out  how  Littleton  and 
^^^-  other  AVorcestershire   men   had  risen  to  be  Judges.     The 

wary  attorney  was  very  averse  to  such  a  hazardous  expe- 
riment, particularly  as  he  had  no  younger  son  to  inherit  the 
fine    business    which   he    had    established ;     but    at   last   he 
yielded,  and  on  the  24th  of  May,  1669,  the  future  Chan- 
Somers  en-    ccllor  was  Carried  to  London,  and  entered  a  student  of  the 
\'m'ii"^^^^^  Middle  Temple.:}:     This  ceremony  being  gone  through,  he 
Temple.       immediately  returned    into  the  coiuitry,  and  read    law  pri- 
vately in   his   father's  house,    under  the  direction  of  Win- 
nington,  till  the  spring  of  the  following  year.     A  small  set 
of  chambers  was  then  bought  for  him  in  Elm  Court,  in  the 

*    Cooksey,  14. 

f  "  But  liow  at  chiircli  and  bar  all  gape  and  streteli, 

If  Winnington  hut  plead,  or  South  or  Only  preach." 

JJisjxnstirr/,  canto  v. 
Rut  by  all  prose  accounts,  although  Sir  Francis  was  a  deep  jurisconsult,  he  was 
a  very  indifferent  orator.      In  1G74  he  was  made  Solicitor  General.      Orig.  Jur. 
119.' 

i  By  the  kindness  of  the  bencliers  and  the  sub-treasurer  of  tlie  Middle  'rem|)le, 


1  have  been  able  to  ascertain  this  date;  and   I  subjoin  a  copy  of  his  admis 
from  the  l)ouks  of  the  Society. 

Maij  ai'".  \f>G9". 
Snmer  J.  adh.        IMr.  .lobes   Somcr  tilius   et   heres  ai)])arcns  Johis-v 
.Somer  dc  pocliia  .Scti  MidTis  in  Bedwerdine  in 
Com.  Worcestr".  gen.   Adniissus  est  in    Societa- 
tem  :Medij  Tenipli   si)fa]iter.      Et  obligator  una 
cum.      Et  dat  -jtX  fine     - 


-ion 
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Temple,  and  he  began  to  keep  his  terms.*     He  had  now     chap. 
"  the  run  of  his  friend's  chambers,"  and  he  was  there  so  con-       ^^'^• 
stantly  to  see  and  to  assist  in  the  business  which  was  going 
forward,  that  some  said   "  he  began  the  law  by  being  the  the  law 
clerk  of  Sir  Francis  Winningtonf;"  but,  in  truth,  he  was  ''^rf''^'' 


•ran  CIS 


only  his  pupil.  The  "Readings"  and  "Moots"  by  which  Winning- 
the  study  of  the  law  had  been  carried  on  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Inns  of  Court  were  falling  into  desuetude,  the 
*'  Exercises "  by  which  proficiency  was  tested  were  now  be- 
coming empty  forms,  such  as  we  find  them,  and  the  system 
of  pupillage  was  beginning.  This  has  since  veiy  imperfectly 
supplied  the  place  of  the  training  for  the  profession  in  Eng- 
land which  prevails  elsewhere  under  regular  professors  ap- 
pointed to  teach  the  law  of  nations,  the  civil  laAV,  the  different 
branches  of  the  municipal  law,  and  medical  jurisprudence,  — 
with  examinations  and  theses,  to  show  that  the  aspirant  is  fit 
to  be  trusted  with  the  duties  of  an  advocate,  and  is  qualified 
to  fill  the  oflfices  to  which,  as  an  advocate,  he  may  be  ap- 
pointed. $ 

As  yet  young  Somers,  while  in  London,  associated  only   iic  con- 
wlth  lawyers,  his  chief  companion  being  Jekyll,  afterwards  r'^f^'^ij|,- 
his  brother-in-law  —  the  "good  old  Whig,"  Sir  Joseph,  cele-  with  the 
bratcd  by  Pope.     His  vacations   he   spent  at  Whiteladics,  of  Shrews- 
Avhere  the  society  was  very  little  relished  by  him  —  till  the  'ury 
year  1672,  when  it  was  enlivened  by  a  gay  and  gallant  young 
coiu'ticr,  who  was  not  only  an  accomplislied  scholar,  but  was 

*  l''cl)niavlj  'JG'".  1  GOT)". 

Somcr  .1.  ad  {'a.  l',\  Assiirnaconi,'  ct  siiisuin  luddiconc  Kxcciitor  : 
iiltiiiie  voliiiitat  et  'restainciiti  'J'lioiiie  (.omioshy 
get).  luij).  defimct.  M''.  Johcs  Soint'r  Admissiis 
est  in  totam  iilain  Camcram  cum  jirtiinentij  ct 
Scitiiat  ex  Australi  paite  de  le  Kim  C'o"^  r  <^^- •  ^*<' •  ***' 
(jiiarti   gradus    Habeiul.    totam    illam  Camerain 

prdict  cum   pi  tiiieiitij   et  jirdict   in''"    Soiner  \n-  Chambers, 

teniiino  vite  i])sus  Johis.      Et  tlat  "j^  line  -         -  Elm  Court. 

t    Life  of  Lord  Sjmers,  8vo.  I  716,  p.  10. 

j;  The  bencher  who,  according  to  the  jiresent  system,  '•  publishe-.  a  barrister" 
in  the  hall,  in  token  t)f  his  proficiency,  may  approjiriateiy  address  him  in  (lie 
words  of  I  lorace  : 

"  Liisisti  satis,  a/isti  sdlis  atrjue  bibisti, 
Temjjus  abire  tibi  est.'" 
However,  I  am  ha])i)y  to  say  that  there  are  now  in  the  Inns  of  Court  symptoms 
of  improvement. 

F    J 
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CHAP. 
CVI. 


He  is  in- 
troduced to 
poets  and 
t-tatesmen. 


familiarly  acquainted  with  the  leaders  on  both  sides  in  po- 
litics, and  with  the  intrigues  of  fashionable  life.  Somers, 
the  attorney,  along  with  the  estates  of  other  great  families, 
had  managed  those  of  the  Earls  of  Shrewsbury.  The  head 
of  this  illustrious  house  had  been  killed  some  years  before  in 
a  duel  with  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  —  his  countess,  as  it 
was  said,  disguised  as  a  page,  holding  the  Duke's  horse,  and 
rewarding  his  prowess  by  sleeping  with  him  in  the  shirt 
stained  with  her  husband's  blood.  *  The  young  Earl,  after 
being  much  courted  by  Charles  II.,  had  met  with  some  disgust 
from  the  monarch  or  his  ministers,  and,  still  in  early  youth, 
resolved  to  retire  into  the  country.  Grafton,  then  the  chief 
residence  of  the  family,  being  found  much  out  of  repair,  he 
accepted  an  invitation  from  his  steward  to  Whiteladies.  It 
was  vacation-time,  and  young  John,  the  student  of  the 
Middle  Temple,  Avas  an  inmate.  At  once  a  friendship  was 
contracted  between  them  which  lasted  through  life,  unabated 
even  by  some  deviation  of  the  Earl,  when  become  Duke  of 
Shrewsbuiy,  from  the  political  principles  which  they  long 
held  in  common.  They  now  engaged  in  the  same  studies 
and  amusements,  and  for  months  were  inseparable.  Somers 
from  this  time  visibly  changed  his  manners,  and  acquired 
that  "exquisite  taste  of  politeness"  for  which,  as  well  as 
"  the  o-reatest  strength  of  jjood  sense,"  he  was  afterwards 
celebrated,  t  There  is  however  a  suspicion  that  his  morals 
underwent  a  change,  not  so  ftivourable,  about  the  same  time, 
and  (with  what  foundation  I  do  not  certainly  know,  perhaps 
only  from  political  spite)  libertinism  was  afterwards  imputed 
to 'him. 

Upon  their  return  to  London  they  still  lived  much  together, 
and  Shrewsbury  introduced  his  friend  as  well  to  Dryden  and 
other  dlstln2;ulslied  men  of  letters  as  to  the  nobility  resulhifr 


"  How  cliannj'd  from  liini 

Tlirit  life  of  humour  and  that  soul  of  whim  ; 
Gallant  and  jray  in  Cliefdcn's  proud  alcove. 
The  hmrer  of  u-dutnn   S/inwshitr;/  and  lore." 
t    Fni'holdi'r,  No.  3'».      Hal])!),  ii.  7H.I      lie  seems  to   have  accom]!lished  the 
union  which   I'liny  tiiouirht  so  difticult  aiul  important:    "Severitatem    istam  jiari 
jucunditatc   condire,  summa'que    [jravitati     taiitum     eomitatis     adjungere,    non 
mintis  difficile  rjuam  m,ipn\im  est."      Plin.   Ep    I.ih.  iv.    Ep.  :5. 
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in  Queen  Street,  In  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  and  in  Aldersgate     CHAP. 

Street.     Somers  now  felt  the  disadvantages  of  a  defective   ' 

education,  which  must  have  arisen  either  from  a  very  short 
stay  at  the  University,  or  from  idleness  while  resident  there. 
Suspending  professional  pursuits,  and  sacrificing  professional 
gains,  he  nobly  resolved  yet  to  go  through  a  regular  course 
of  academical  discipline.  He  was  confirmed  in  this  purpose 
by  the  advice  of  Dr.  William  Hopkins,  a  very  learned  man. 
Prebendary  of  the  Cathedral,  and  Master  of  St.  Oswald's 
Hospital  at  Worcester.  Accordingly,  in  the  year  1674,  when  He  returns 
he  was  in  his  twenty-fourth  year,  he  returned  to  his  College  ^^^j  resides 
and  established  himself  there,  but  still  contriving  to  keep  his  ^^ere  some 
terms  at  the  Middle  Temple,  and  spending  his  vacations  at 
W^hiteladies.  "  As  a  member  of  Trinity  College,"  says 
Cooksey,  "  he  lived  as  other  students  lived ;  his  exercises,  of 
which  I  have  seen  some,  are  no  wise  remarkable ;  and  1  find 
there  nothing  recorded  of  him,  or  worthy  to  be  recorded, 
except  an  entry  in  the  Bursar's  book  of  the  year  1675,  the 
year  after  he  entered,  of  his  giving  them  five  pounds  towards 
the  repair  of  the  chapel,  which  I  should  not  mention  but  as  a 
proof  of  the  liberality  with  which  his  father  supported  him 
there,  few  students  being  in  those  times  enabled  to  spare  a 
donation,  small  as  this  may  seem,  out  of  the  usual  allowance 
to  young  men  of  his  rank."* 

But  though  he  does  not  appear,   either  at  school  or  the  Anecdote 
University,  to  have  composed  any  thing  which  might  have  fathe"-"  ad- 
prognosticatcd  his  future   eminence,  his   character,  even  at  niiration  of 
this  early  age,  was  such  as  to  inspire  no  common   respect. 
His   father,  we   are   told,   u.<od  to  visit  London  duririg  the 
tcrni.'^,  the  system  of  agency  between  country  and  London 
attorneys  not  then   being  established,  and,   on   his  wtiy,  he 
usually  left  his  horse  at  the  George  Inn  at  Acton,  where  he 
often  mentioned  "  his  hopeful  son  at  the  Temj)le."     Tlie  land- 
lord one  (lay,  in  rej)ly  to  these  jianegvrics,  said,  "  AVhy  don't 
you    let    us    see    him,    sir  ? "     jNIr.  ^Somers,  in   consequence, 
requested  his  son  to  accompany  him  as  far  as  Acton,  on  his 

*    Cooksuy,  24.      In  16'8'i  lie  contributed  a  farther  donation  of  100/.   for  the 
srnno  purposo. 
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CHAP. 
CVI. 


He  is  called 
to  the  bar. 


His  profi- 
ciency in 
the  civil 
law. 


He  be- 
comes mas- 
ter of  mo- 
dern lan- 
guages. 


return  home ;  but  on  his  arrival  at  the  George,  taking  the 
landlord  aside,  said,  "  I  have  brought  him,  Cobbett,  but  you 
must  not  talk  to  him  as  you  do  to  me ;  he  will  not  suffer  such 
fellows  as  you  in  his  company."  * 

On  the  5tli  of  May,  1676,  when  he  was  of  seven  years' 
standing  as  a  student  of  law,  the  period  then  regularly 
required,  lie  was  called  to  the  barf,  and  in  the  following 
year  he  was  admitted  to  a  larger  set  of  chambers  in  Pump 
Court  :j:,  but  he  did  not  begin  to  lay  himself  out  for  practice 
for  five  years  after ;  still  making  Oxford  his  principal  place 
of  abode  during  all  this  time,  though  he  occasionally  visited 
London  and  Worcester.  He  thus  became  a  ripe  and  good 
scholar  as  well  as  lawyer,  and,  regard  being  had  to  his 
acquaintance  with  modern  languages  and  literature,  perhaps 
the  most  accomplished  man  that  ever  rose  to  high  eminence 
in  the  profession  of  the  law  in  England.  Having  mastered 
the  common  law  under  Winnington,  he  now  devoted  himself 
to  the  civil  law,  and  acquired  a  knowledge  of  it,  which  is 
very  unusual  among  English  barristers,  and  which  he  found 
to  be  of  the  most  essential  service  to  him  in  his  subsequent 
career.  The  French  writers  had  come  into  great  vogue  soon 
after  the  Restoration,  and  being  familiar  with  them,  he  was 
only  on  a  footing  with  those  whom  he  met  in  good  society  ; 
but  although  Italian  was  now  much  less  known  in  England 
than  it  had  been  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  he  acquired  a 
critical  knowledge  of  that  noble  dialect,  and  he  perused  and 
re-perused  all  the  great  poets,  as  well  as  prose  writers,  who 
composed  in  it  fromPetrarca  to  his  own  contemporary  Filicajo, 


*   liife  of  Lord  Somers,  1716,  p.  11. 

t  Ad  Parliament,  tent.  5°  die  Malj,  1676". 

Barristers  called.      M''.  SomerJ.       Hetlierington  II.  Leach  J.  Freke  J.  Barton 
C.  and  Broughton  P.,  are  called  to  tlie  Degree  of  the   iitti.r 
barr.    I\Ir.  Davys  i\I.,    Plouden    F.  and  Dobbins  K.  are  like- 
wise of  grace  and  favour  called  to  the  same  Degree. 
I  _        Jidij  10'"".  1G77". 

Soiner  J.  ad  Ca.  I\Ir.  Jolies  Somer  de  le  Utter  barr  adniissiis" 
est  in  totani  illam  Cameram  cum  ptinentijs 
I\I"  .Sainuelis  Kecke  de  le  Utter  barr  scitiiat 
inpassngio  inter  le  Pumpe  (\/*.  et  Wine  Co^'.  loL'.OO.OO 
jiriini  gradus.  Ac  in  loco  et  vice  dci  31". 
Kecke  J.  qui  eandeni  ea  intencone  sursum  red- 
didit et  dat  iri  line. 
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whom  he  justly  considered  the  greatest  genius  Italy  had  pro-     CHAP, 
duced  since  the  author  of  "  Gerusalemme  Liberata.  "  *         ^^^' 
He   began   now   likewise  to  take  a  very  active  part  in  jjejoi^^ 
politics.     He  had  been  introduced  in  London  to  Shaftesbury,  the  wiiigs. 
Lord  Russell,  Sydney,  Sir  William  Jones,  and  all  the  emi- 
nent Whigs,  and  contrary  to  his  interest,  —  upon  conviction, 
he   eagerly  joined   them.       He  ever  remained  true  to  his 
principles,    and    from    his    enlightened    views,     his     great 
talents,  and  his  unsullied  integrity,  he  is  to  be  considered 
the  greatest  ornament  of  the  Whig  party.     But  let  those 
who  embrace  the   common  notion  in  England  that  a  gen- 
tleman having  merely  gone  through   the  common   routine 
of  education  at  school  and  college,  and  having  afterwards 
spent  his  life  in  rural  amusements,  in  reading  the  newspapers, 
and   occasionally   attending  parliament,   is   qualified   at  any 
time  to  fill  a  high  office  under  the  crown,  and  to  act  as  a  con- 
summate statesman,  remember  that    this    was  not  tlic  way 
in  which   Somers  learned  how  to  rescue  a  nation  from  ty- 
ranny, to  bring  about  a  revolution  without  bloodshed,  and 
nicely  to  balance  the   antagonist    forces  of  a   constitutional 
monarchy.       lie    studied    politics    as    a    science.      Making  His  atten- 
himself  master  of  the    history  and   antiquities   of  his   own  ii^"j,rsc°' 
country,  and  collecting  and  reading  all  that  had  been  pub-  cnce. 
lished  on  both  sides  during  the  memorable  struggle  between 
the  King  and  the  Parliament,  which   terminated  before  his 
birth,  but  of  which  he  had  heard  so  much  from  his  father, 
he  applied   himself  diligently   to  the   civil  history  of  other 
countries,  ancient  and  modern ;  and  he  attentively  pondered 
all   that  had  been  written   on   constitutions  and  the   art   of 
government,    from    Aristotle    to    Hobbcs.       Knowing    that   He  pmc- 
without    the    hal)it    of  coniiiosition    little  eminence    can    be  J.'^f^  ■'''"S" 
acquired  in  speaking  or  in  thinking,  lie  irom  time  to  time   position. 
wrote  essays  and  treatises,  several  of  which  he  gave  to  the 
world,  - —  not  out   of  vanity,  —  but  to   enlighten   tlic  public 
mind.     He  is  said  first  to  have  aj>pearcd  in  print  as  rejwrtcr 
of  "  The  ineniorable  case  of  Dcnzil  Onslow,  Esq.,  tried  at 

*  We  shall  sec  lu'ieafter  that  this  adniiration  was  reciprocal,  and  that  Somers 
was  celebrated  hy  I'ilieajo  (among  otlier  things)  for  being  able  to  speak  seven 
languages  without  having  ever  l)eeii  out  of  llngiand. 
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CHAP,     the  assizes  In  Surrey,  touching  his  election  at  Haslemere, 
wherein  is  much  good  matter  touching  the  due  ordering  of 
He  reports    elections  for  Parliament."  * 

the  case  of  The  ucxt  work  in  Avhicli  Somers  engaged  was  of  far 
mere  clec"  niore  importance,  and  gave  him  full  opportunity  to  display 
tion.  Jijg  constitutional  learning    and    his   logical    method  of  rea- 

Hispamph-  soning.  It  arosc  out  of  the  famous  "  Exclusion  Bill,"  and 
let  on  the  ^^^^  undertaken  at  the  request  of  Lord  Shaftesbury.  Tlie 
tion  Bill."  lovers  of  absolute  prerogative,  and  the  adherents  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  eager  that  James  should  succeed  on  a 
demise  of  the  crown,  denied  the  power  of  parliament  to 
change  the  succession,  which  they  contended  was  regulated 
entirely  by  the  law  of  God.  The  object  of  the  Whigs  was 
to  establish  the  authority  of  parliament  to  limit,  restrain,  or 
qualify  the  right  to  the  succession  —  which  no  temperate 
inquirer  into  our  constitutional  history  could  venture  to 
deny,  and  which  has  not  only  been  repeatedly  acted  upon, 
but  is  also  expressly  recognised  and  confirmed  by  statute.f 
The  tract  came  out  opportunely  while  the  Bill  to  set  aside 
the  Duke  of  York  was  pending.  The  title  of  it  was  "  A 
History  of  the  Succession,  collected  out  of  the  Records  and 
the  most  authentic  Historians."  %  It  was  well  received,  and 
made  many  converts,  as  it  presented  a  clear  exposition  of  the 
principles  by  which  the  succession  to  the  crow^n  had  been 
governed  from  the  earliest  times  —  with  striking  historical 
illustrations  to  enforce  the  doctrine  which  was  inculcated. 
However,  the  unconstitutional  expedient  dexterously  proposed 
of  suspending  or  abridging  the  prerogatives  of  a  I\)pish  suc- 
cessor, was  generally  preferred  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  tho 
right  heir,  and  the  nation  became  alarmed  and  disgusted  by 
Shaftesbury's  mad  scheme  of  setting  up  the  legitimacy  of  the 
Duke  of  ]\Ionmoutli. 
His  defence        After  the  breaking  of  tlie  Oxford  Parliament,  which  aavc 

of  tliL'  two  ,  ,  •  ^  ^         r\  ^  •  i         ""  i 

)a>,t  Parlia-   sucli  a  com})lete  triumph  to  the  Lourt,  tliere  was  issued  a  royal 

*  Somers's  Tracts,  vol.  i.  :i74.  Lord  Gk'iil)or\ie's  lillcction  Cases,  vol.  i.  ;M  i . 
This  Report  was  quoted  and  nuieh  relied  ui)on  in  a  recent  case  in  the  Conniu-ii 
rieas,  in  wliich  that  Court  held  that  it  is  legal  to  purchase  a  small  freehold  fi  r 
the  express  jjurpose  of  acquiring  a  vote  in  a  county,  and  that  no  valid  objectii  a 
can  he  made  to  a  vote  so  acquired. 

j    1.3  KHz.  c,   1.,  and  Anne.  c.  7.  \    Somirs's  Tracts,  vol.  xvi.  KiT. 
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*'  Declaration,"  framed  by  Lord  Chief  Justice  North,  in  ex-     CHAP. 

CVI, 
planation  of  the  causes  which  had  led  to  the  two  last  dissolu-  '__ 

tions,  —  inveighing  in  bitter  terms  against  those  who  had  ments  in 
opposed  the  government,  and  had  advocated   the  "  Exclu-  *(^j^/f  ^'j  j*^ 
sionBill."* 

This  was  answered  by  a  Tract  intitled  "  A  just  and 
modest  vindication  of  the  two  last  Parliaments,"  which  was 
at  first  ascribed  to  Sir  William  Jones.  Burnet  says  that 
Sydney  contributed  to  it ;  but  there  is  now  no  doubt  that  it 
was  chiefly  composed  by  Somers.f  It  is  a  very  masterly 
vindication  of  the  rights  of  parliament,  and  of  the  policy  of 
the  liberal  party  under  Shaftesbury  in  their  attempt  to  alter 
the  succession  for  the  safety  of  the  people,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  monarchy.  The  author  certainly  goes  too  far 
in  denying  the  power  of  the  crown  to  dissolve  parliament  at 
pleasure,  although  he  is  fully  justified  in  animadverting  on 
the  manner  in  which  this  power  had  been  recently  exercised. :}: 
An  unfounded  charge  was  brought  against  the  publication 
that  it  advocated  democracy.  Somers  w^as  through  life  a 
sincere  and  zealous  friend  to  limited  monarchy.  On  this 
very  occasion  he  says,  "  The  preservation  of  every  govern- 
ment depends  upon  an  exact  adherence  unto  its  principles, 
and  the  essential  principle  of  the  English  monarchy  being 
tliat  well  proportioned  distribution  of  powers  whereby  the 
law  doth  at  once  provide  for  the  greatness  of  the  King  and 
the  safety  of  the  people,  the  government  can  subsist  no 
longer  than   whilst  the  monarch  enjoying  the  power  which 

*    I/ife  of  Guilfunl,  antr.  Vol.  III.  p.  4f,(). 

f  Lord  Hardwicke  mentions  tliat  a  copy  of  it  in  the  liandwriting  of  Lord 
Somurs  was  ainonp;st  the  ]\LSS.  which  were  destroyed  in  the  fire  at  the  chambers 
of  tlie  Honourable  C.  Yorke.  State  Pajjers,  vol.  ii.  ]).  ;i99.  ,and  the  internal 
evidence  of  the  authorship  is  e(]ually  strong.  Tlie  first  edition  was  published 
Hth  April  IGHl. 

\  Sychiey  had  contended  that  after  the  statutes  requiring  parliaments  to  he 
called  at  least  once  a  year,  and  oftener  if  necessary,  the  Crown  was  bound  to  call 
])arliaments  aiuuially,  and  could  not  evade  the  law  by  a  dissolution.  In  a 
treatise  entitled  "The  Anti([uities  of  the  Parliament  of  England,"  ascribed  to 
Mr.  Justice  Dodderidge,  it  is  laid  down,  that  "  I'arliament  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
solved untd  every  Petition  is  answered,  and  that  the  King  is  guilty  of  perjurv 
if  he  acts  differently."  Hut  the  "  most  critical  and  delicate  trust  "  of  dissolving 
a"(  well  as  calling  parliaments  is  undoubtedly  vested  in  the  Crown,  and  is  in- 
dispensably necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  monarchical  branch  of  the  con- 
stitution.     See  Hurke's  Works,  vol.  ii.  |).  i,M.    4lo.  ed. 


76  REIGN    OF    CIIATILES   II. 

CHAP,     the  law  gives  him,  is  enabled  to  perform  the  part  which  it 
^^^*       allows  him,  and  the  people  are  duly  protected  in  their  rights 
""  and  liberties."     In  reply  to  the  taunt  that  his  party  were 

"  lovers  of  commonwealth  principles,"  he  says,  "  If  they  mean 
by  those  lovers  of  commonwealth  principles  men  passionately 
devoted  to  the  public  good,  and  to  the  common  service  of  their 
country, — who  believe  that  Kings  were  instituted  for  the 
good  of  the  people,  and  the  government  ordained  for  the 
sake  of  those  that  are  to  be  governed,  and  therefore  com- 
plain or  grieve  when  it  is  used  to  contrary  ends,  every 
humane  and  honest  man  wnll  be  proud  to  be  ranked  in 
that  number.  To  be  fond  of  such  principles  becomes  every 
Englishman."  These  are  the  principles  on  which,  seven 
years  later,  the  Revolution  was  conducted,  and  this  is  almost 
the  lanfjuaoie  of  the  Prince  of  Orana;e  and  the  leaders  of  the 
Convention  Parliament.  According  to  Burnet  the  pam- 
phlet, though  very  able,  "  had  no  great  effect,  the  spirit  of  the 
party  being  spent ; "  but  it  encreased  the  reputation  of 
Somers  as  a  great  constitutional  lawyer,  and  it  must  have 
had  a  salutary  influence  by  explaining  the  just  object  of 
political  institutions,  and  defining  the  boundaries  between 
the  duty  of  obedience  and  the  right  of  resistance. 

A  few  months  after  Somers  published  another  tract, 
which  was  very  popular  on  its  first  appearance,  and  may 
now  be  perused  with  satisfaction.  The  attempt  to  pro- 
secute Lord  Shaftesbury  for  high  treason  in  the  City  of 
London  having  been  defeated  by  the  famous  "  Ignoramus," 
various  pamphlets  issued  from  the  press,  under  tlic  patronage 
of  the  government,  to  abuse  the  grand  jury  avIio  had  returned 
His  tract  this  verdict.  By  way  of  answer,  there  came  out  a  tract  en- 
oii  the  titled  "  The  Security  of  Enolishmen's  Lives  ;  or  the  Trust, 

rights  of  -^  .  ^  m    •      \-i 

(Jrand  Powcr,  and  Duty  of  Grand  Juries  of  England."  This  hkc- 
■  wise  was  ascribed  to  Jones  and  other  Whig  leaders.  Burnet 
represents  that  it  passed  as  written  by  Lord  Essex,  though, 
says  he,  "  I  understood  afterwards  it  was  written  by  Somers, 
who  was  much  esteemed,  and  often  visited  by  Lord  Essex, 
and  writ  the  best  papers  that  came  out  in  that  time."*    It 

■•    See  North's  Kxameti,  \i.  50S. 
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contains  an  able  exposition  of  the  aJvantacces  of  the  institution     CHAP. 

•                                                 CVI 
of  Grand  Juries,  condemns  the  doctrine  that  they  are  bound  to  ' 

find  a  true  bill  upon  any  evidence  which  may  be  laid  before 
them,  and  forcibly  points  out  the  misconduct  of  the  judges, 
who,  by  an  examination  of  witnesses  in  open  court,  and  by  a 
perversion  of  the  law  and  facts  of  the  case,  had  recently  striven 
to  have  a  bill  found  against  an  innocent  nobleman,  on  which 
he  would  immediately  have  been  capitally  convicted  before  a 
partial  Lord  Steward  and  a  packed  selection  of  peers.  The 
author  still  avowed  his  attachment  to  the  monarchy,  saying : — 
*'  The  greatness  and  honour  of  a  prince  consist  in  the  virtue, 
multitude,  wealth,  and  prowess  of  his  people,  and  his  greatest 
glory  is  to  encourage  virtue  and  piety  by  the  excellence  of 
his  government.  The  King's  interest  is  more  concerned  in 
the  protection  of  the  innocent  than  in  the  punishment  of  the 
guilty.  The  law  has  not  been  less  careful  for  the  reputation 
of  the  subjects  of  England  than  for  their  lives  and  estates, 
and  this  seems  to  be  one  reason  why,  in  criminal  cases,  a  man 
shall  not  be  brought  to  an  open  legal  trial  by  a  petit  jury,  till 
the  grand  jury  have  first  found  the  bill.  If,  for  fear  of  being 
unworthily  reproached  as  iynoramus  jurymeji,  obstinate  fellows, 
that  obstruct  justice  and  disserve  the  King,  the  grand  jury  shall 
suffer  the  judges  or  the  king's  council  to  prevail  with  them  to 
indorse  Billa  vera,  wlien  their  consciences  are  not  satisfied  in 
the  truth  of  the  accusation,  they  act  directly  against  tlieir 
oaths,  oppress  the  innocent  wliom  tliey  ought  to  protect, — 
as  far  as  in  them  lies,  subject  their  country,  themselves  and 
posterity,  to  arbitrary  powers,  pervert  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  overthrow  tlie  government  which  is  instituted  for 
the  obtaining  of  it  and  subsists  by  it.  Every  design  of  chang- 
ing the  constitution  ought  to  be  most  warily  observed  and 
timely  opposed  ;  nor  Is  It  only  the  interest  of  the  people  that 
such  fundamentals  should  be  duly  guarded,  for  whose  benefit 
they  arc  at  first  so  carefully  laid,  and  whom  the  judges  are 
sworn  to  serve ;  but  of  the  King  too,  for  whose  sake  those 
])rctend  to  act  who-  would  sul)vert  them."  Thus  early  did 
Somcrs  deserve  to  be  described  as  — 

"   I'orin'd  'twixt  tlio  people  iiiul  the  Crown  to  st.iinl, 
Ami  hold  the  scales  of  right  with  even  lumd." 
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CHAP.  In  the  midst  of  these  laborious  compositions  he  sedulously 
kept  up  his  classical  reading.  To  improve  his  prose  style 
he  was  in  the  habit  of  diligently  translating  from  the  Greek, 
and  he  now  contributed  "the  Life  of  Alcibiades"  to  a  new 
translation  of  Plutarch.  He  likewise  occasionally  amused 
himself  with  rhiming.  After  the  instance  of  Cicero,  we 
cannot  say  decidedly  that  he  might  not  have  considered  him- 
self a  great  poet,  but  the  probability  is  that  he  only  sought 
by  his  metrical  experiments  to  improve  his  taste  and  to  unbend 
his  mind.  He  must  have  supposed,  however,  that  he  had 
reached  some  skill  in  versification  as  he  now  published  trans- 
lations from  Ovid,  of  the  Epistles  of  "  Dido  to  ^neas,"  and 
"  Ariadne  to  Theseus."  He  is  certainly  very  inferior  to 
Dryden,  his  contemporary ;  and  now  that  every  shop  boy 
and  milliner's  apprentice  can  write  smooth  lines  of  ten  sylla- 
bles, we  are  astonished  to  find  some  of  his  couplets  so  un- 
couth as  well  as  prosaic ;  but  closely  following  his  original 
he  occasionally  renders  the  sense  with  some  felicity.  Thus 
he  makes  the  deserted  Tyrian  queen  reproach  in  English  her 
uno-rateful  fugitive : 

"  With  cruel  haste  to  distant  lands  you  fly, 
You  know  not  whose  they  are  or  where  they  lie. 
Ou  Carthage  and  its  rising  walls  you  frown. 
And  slum  a  sceptre  which  is  now  your  own. 
But  tho'  all  this  succeeded  to  your  mind, 
So  true  a  wife  no  search  could  ever  find. 
All  day  ^Eneas  walks  before  my  sight, 
In  all  my  dreams  I  sec  him  every  night; 
But  see  him  still  ungrateful  as  before, 
And  such  as,  if  I  could,  I  should  abhor. 
But  the  strong  flame  burns  on  against  my  will, 
I  call  him  false,  but  love  the  traitor  still." 

And  thus  lie  represents  the  deserted  Ariadne  reproaching 
the  deceitful  Theseus : 

"  Ah  !  see  this  wounded  breast  worn  out  with  sighs. 
And  these  faint  arms  stretched  to  the  seas  and  skies  ! 
See  tiicse  few  hairs  yet  spared  by  grief  and  rage. 
Some  pity  let  these  flowing  tears  engage  I 
Turn  back  and  if  I'm  dead  when  you  return. 
Yet  lay  my  ashes  in  the  peaceful  urn." 

He  was  praised  by  political  partizans  out  of  hatred  to 
Dryden,  who  had  recently  laslied  Shaftesbury  and  tlic  AYhigs 
so    successfully   in    "  Absalom   and    AchitophcJ,"  and    "  the 
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Medal ; "  —  but  had  Somers  only  been  a  versifier,  his  name     ^qJ"^' 

never  would  have  reached  us,  and  his   "immortal  strains"   

must  soon  have  perished.  We  now  examine  them  because 
we  cannot  free  ourselves  from  a  little  curiosity  to  know  how 
the  great  lawyer  and  statesman  succeeded  in  the  poetic  vein. 

Shortly  after,  a  great  sensation  was  excited  in  the  town  by  Dryden's 
an  anonymous  poem,  entitled  "  Dryden's  Satire  to  his  Muse,"  j^-g  j^^^g 
which,  if  not  recommended  by  flights  of  fancy  and  mellifluous 
numbers,  was  highly  seasoned  with  ribaldry  and  scandal.  It 
was  universally  believed  to  be  Somers's,but  he  denied  it.  There 
is  no  positive  evidence  to  prove  that  it  was  his ;  and  Pope, 
who  ought  to  have  been  well  acquainted  with  the  literary 
history  of  the  age  immediately  preceding  his  own,  said  that 
it  Avas  untruly  ascribed  to  him.*  The  disavowal  of  such  a 
production  does  not  amount  to  much ;  and  a  comparison  of 
some  parts  of  it  with  the  acknowledged  publications  of 
Somers  in  prose  and  verse,  aflfords  strong  evidence  in  support 
of  his  putative  authorship.  Horace  Walpole  objects  that 
''  the  gross  ribaldry  of  it  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  flowed 
from  so  humane  and  polished  a  nature  as  Lord  Somcrsf ;"  but 
we  cannot  well  judge  of  the  licence  which  the  times  might 
allow  to  an  anonymous  political  satirist.  "  Tlie  poem,"  says 
Johnson,  "  whosesoever  it  was,  has  much  virulence  and  some 
sprightliness.  The  writer  tells  all  the  ill  that  he  can  collect 
of  Dryden  and  his  friends."  The  personal  attack  on  Dryden, 
the  most  pungent  part  of  this  satire,  is  too  coarse  to  be  trans- 
cribed, and  the  reader  must  be  contented  with  an  eulogistic 
character  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  who  is  strongly  contrasted 
with  the  Tory  leaders : 

"  Barzillai's  praise  I  could  rclicarse  again, 
Ami  make  tl\e  labour  of  my  second  pen  ; 
Wise,  valiant,  loyal,  ricli,  of  hij;li  descent, 
IJorii  t'all  that  fortune  for  lier  darlings  meant. 
Wlio  nobly  scorned  a  jjrivate  happiness, 
AVhen  he  beheld  the  sovereiirn  in  distress  : 


*  In  the  "  Life  of  Dryden,"'  Johnson  having  sai<l  tlmt  "'Ijotli  his  person  and 
his  party  wore  exposed  in  their  t.irns  to  the  sli.it'ts  of  satire  which,  though 
neither  so  well  jjointed  nor  perhaps  so  well  aimed,  undoid)ledly  drew  blood," 
adds, '■  one  of  these  ])oems  is  called  '  Dryden's  Satire  on  his]\Iuse;  '  ascribeii, 
thovijh  (IS  Pojie  says  falscli/,  to  Somers,  who  was  afterwards  Chancellor." 

I   AVorks,  vol.  i.  43". 
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CJj^p,  To  arms  he  flew,  but  with  bold  Cato's  fate, 

CVI.  Espoused  tl)e  cause  that  fortune  seemed  to  hate. 

Striving  to  save  the  head  that  wore  the  crown, 
He  pulled  the  mighty  ruin  on  his  own." 

Somers  likewise  practised  Latin  versification,  and,  some 
may  think,  with  more  felicity.  The  following  lines  from 
Ills  epitaph  on  his  unmarried  sister,  who  died  young,  are  to 
be  admired  both  for  the  ry thm  and  the  sentiment :  — 

"  IVIoribus  ilia  vultuque  modesto 
Omnes  eallebat  artes 
Q.UOC  virginem  decel>ant  : 
Quid  plura  ?     Hie  una  jacent 
Parentum  delicia?,  et  decus,  et  dolor  ! " 

Quasre  He  still  kept  up  his  intimacy  with  the  Earl  of  Shrews- 

Somers  au-  bury,  and  they  seemed  inseparable  whether,  in  the  ]\Ic- 
l]^^^^  f '^  tropolis,  at  Oxford,  or  at  Whiteladies.  Cooksey  posi- 
Tub?"  tivcly  asserts  that  "here,  and  at  this  period  of  their  lives, 
Mr.  Somers  and  his  gay  young  friend  amused  themselves 
with  sketching,  from  the  life,  the  characters  of  Peter, 
Jack,  and  Martin,  and  their  ludicrous  disputes  about  the 
fashion  of  their  coats,"- —  adding,  circumstantially,  that  "  So- 
mers's  uncle,  Blurton,  furnished  the  portraiture  of  the  Church 
of  England  man,  his  grandfather,  Somers,  a  rigid  Cal- 
vlnist,  was  Jack,  and  that  Peter  had  his  lineaments  from 
Father  Petre  and  the  Jesuits,  with  whom  the  young  Earl 
was  constantly  beleaguered."  This  biograplier  represents 
that  the  two  real  authors  of  the  "  Tale  of  a  Tub"  trusted  tlicir 
MS.  to  Shaftesbury  —  who  showed  it  to  Sir  William  Temple 
—  from  whom  it  was  obtained  by  Swift,  who  kept  it  by  him 
till  1703,  and  then  published  it.*  I  make  no  doubt  that 
Cooksey  is  sincere,  but,  though  a  relation,  he  can  make  no 
stronger  case  than  "  the  private  tradition  of  the  family," 
together  with  certain  supposed  "internal  evidence;"  and, 
although  there  is  no  direct  proof  upon  the  subject,  I  think 
the  ])robabllltles  are  infinitely  stronger  in  favour  of  the 
comiuon  belief,  that  the  "Tale  of  a  Tuli"  was  Swift's  own 
composition.  Jolmson  sometimes  doubted,  and  sometimes 
entertained  a  strong  belief  in  the  negative.  "  That  Swift 
was  its  author,"  he  writes,    "though  it  be   universally  bc- 

*   Cooksey,  p.  IS.  ct  saj. 
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lieved,  was  never  owned  by  himself;  but  no  other  claimant  CHAP 
can  be  produced,  and  he  did  not  deny  it  when  Archbishop 
Sharpe  and  the  Duchess  of  Somerset,  by  showing  it  to  the 
Queen,  debarred  him  from  a  bishopric."  Again,  —  "  his  Tale 
of  a  Tub  has  little  resemblance  to  his  other  pieces.  It 
exhibits  a  vehemence  and  rapidity  of  mind,  a  copiousness  of 
images  and  vivacity  of  diction,  such  as  he  afterwards  never 
possessed  or  never  exerted."  *  And  in  conversation  the  great 
critic  observed  to  Boswell,  "  I  doubt  if  the  Tale  of  a  Tub  was 
his ;  it  has  so  much  more  thinking,  more  knowledge,  more 
power,  more  colour,  than  any  of  the  works  which  are  indispu- 
tably his  ;  if  it  was  his,  I  shall  only  say  he  was  impar  sibV 
But  Swift's  dedication  of  the  piece  to  Lord  Somers  when 
they  were  oil"  good  terms,  and  their  subsequent  quarrel  with- 
out any  complaint  or  reproach  of  litei'ary  theft  on  either 
side,  seem  entirely  at  variance  with  Cooksey's  story.  She- 
ridan, in  his  Life  of  Swift,  says  that,  soon  after  the  publi- 
cation of  the  work,  a  Mr.  Waryng,  a  chamber-fellow  of 
Swift's,  declared  he  had  read  the  first  sketch  of  it  in  Swift's 
hand-writing,  t  Dr.  Hawksworth  observes,  that  the  Dean 
corrected  an  edition  of  the  Tale  of  a  Tub  a  short  time  before 
his  understanding  was  impaired  |;  and  Blackmore,  imputing 
the  work  to  Swift,  denounces  him  as  "  an  insolent  derider  of 
the  worship  of  his  country,"  while  in  his  Essay  of  Wit,  in 
praising  what  he  considers  excellent,  he  says, — 

"  'Twill  Somers'  scales  and  Talbot's  test  abide, 
And  with  their  mark  please  all  the  world  beside." 

The  argument,  from  superiority  to  acknowledged  com- 
positions, weighs  much  more  strongly  against  Somers  and  tlie 
Earl  of  Shrewsbury  than  against  Swift,  —  and  Peter,  Martin 
and  Jack  do  not  exhibit  the  peculiarities  of  individuals  seen 
at  Whitcladics,  but  the  characteristics  of  the  three  great 
divisions  of  Christians.  The  statement  in  the  "  Apology  for 
a  Tale  of  a  Tub,"  that  "  the  greatest  part  of  this  Avork  was 

♦   Life  of  Swift.      Tour  to  Hebrides, 
f   Slieridan's  Ufe  of  Swift,  p.  6". 
\   NicoH's  edition  of  Swift,  i.  p.  5. 
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CIIAP      written  many  years  since,  when  the  author  was  young,  his 
'       invention  at  the  height,  and  his  reading  fresh  in  his  head," 


A.  1).  1681.  supposing  it  to  be  serious,  would  apply  to  Swift  himself  as 
well  as  to  Somers.*     But  we  are  quite  certain,  that  the  whole 
work  could  not  have  been  composed  in  the  lifetime  of  Lord 
Shaftesbury ;  for  the  incident  of  "  Jack  getting  on  a  great 
horse    and    eating    custard,"    undoubtedly   alludes    to    Sir 
Humphry  Edwin,   Lord    Mayor  of  London,  going  in  state 
to  a  l*resbyterian  meeting-house  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne. 
Diyden  is  very  severely  handled  in  it ;  but  Swift  started  as  a 
Whig.     Upon  the  whole,  I  think  we  may  safely  conclude, 
tliat  Somers,  notwithstanding  the  broad  assertion  of  his  kins- 
man,   can  neither   have  credit    for    the   wit,   nor   be    made 
responsible    for   the    coarseness    of   this    extraordinary    2:»cr- 
formance.  —  The  author,  whoever  he  was,  is  not  fairly  charge- 
able with  irreligion,  and   if  he  had  been  made   a  bishop,  I 
doubt  not  he  would  ever  after  have  proved  an  exemplary 
father  of  the  church. 
An  anony-        Other  anonymous  pieces  Somers  did  Avrite  about  this  time. 
mous  piece   Q^^^  ^^  tlicsc,  a  popular  poetical  effusion,  an  impudent  pre- 
cisely tender  had  the  effrontery  to  claim  as  his  own.     This  person 
another.  ^^    bcing  introduced  to   Lord    Somers,  Avhcn    Chancellor,   and 
asked  by  him  if  he  knew  who  wrote  it,  "  Yes,  my  Lord,"  he 
replied,  "  'tis  a  trifle :  I  did  it  off  hand."     At  this  his  Lordship 
laughed  heartily,  and  the  pretended  poet  withdrew  in  con- 
fusion.f 
Somers,  on        It  sccmcd  as  if  Somcrs  had  entirely  renounced  the  law, 
fiis  father      '-^^^^^  mcaut  to  dcvotc  himsclf  to  literature  and  politics.     lie 
iiesins  to      -^yj^g  thirty  years  of  age,  and  although  he  had  been  called  to 
a  1  arrister.   the  bar  iivc  ycars,  he  liad  not  yet  put  on  his  gown.     It  sucli 
were  his  views,  he  now  suddenly  changed  them  on  the  death 
of  iiis  fithcri — when  he  resolved  steadily  to  follow  his  pro- 
fession, and  tliereby  to  advance  himself  to  wealth  and  sta- 
tion. § 

•    'llie  first  edition  was  published  in  1701. 

\    I/ife  171*;,  ]).   121.  t    Life  ]7I(;,  p.   1,5. 

ij    I  lis  father  died   in  IGSl.      His    mother  survived   many    years,  niul   enjovi'd 
hi-,  qie.iliiess  mid  his  fame.       Both   parents  beinjr  hurii-d   at  SeviTii  Stoke,  Lord 
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Whetlier  he  was  influenced  by  finding,  from  the  ample 
provision  made  for  his  sisters,  the  inheritance  to  which  he 
succeeded  much  smaller  than  he  expected,  or  that  after  the 
ascendency  which  the  Court  had  gained,  and  which  all  his 
writings  could  not  shake,  it  was  no  longer  safe  to  play  the 
patriot,  or  that,  from  the  indifferent  reception  of  his  poetry 
among  impartial  judges,  he  despaired  of  gaining  celebrity  by 
the  Muses,  we  shall  never  know.  But  certain  it  is,  that  now 
he  bade  a  final  adieu  to  Oxford  * :  he  was  admitted  to  cham- 
bers in  Pump  Court  t,  —  he  regularly  attended  the  Courts  at 

Somcrs  erected  in  the   church   tliere  a  monument   to  their  memory,  with   the 
following  elegant  inscription  whicli  he  nimself  composed. 

M.  S.  _ 

JOIIANNIS  ET  CATHARINiE  SOMERS 

AMOKE    OHM    ET    FIDE    COXJUGAM, 

DUM    UNA    VIXEKE, 
JAJI    ET    TUMULO    CONJUNCTORUM, 

QUI 
■      NON    FICTA    IN    DEUM    PIETATE, 

IN     UNIVERSOS    CHAHITATE, 

f'OJIlTATE,     SIMUL    ET     PRUUENTIA, 

VITAM    SIBI    IPSIS    JUCUNDAM 

ALUS    IITILEM    GRATAMQUE 

EGERE. 

ADEOQUE    IIINC    IPSOUUM    nlSCESSUS 

AETATE    T.ICET    PROVECTlOttE, 

AI.TERIl'S    SC.     SEXAGESIMO    A;TATIS    ANNO 

AI.TERIUS    OCTOGESIJIO    SEXTO, 

SUIS    IMO    CUNCTIS 

ACERBUS    PLANE     VISUS    EST    ATQUE    IM.MATU  FlUS. 

VI  HI     MORTEM     LONGUM    VIDUA     DEFLEVIT. 

PRISTINO    DEHINC     IN    IPSUM    AMOllE 

AD    {.'ARISSIMA    PIGNORA,    COMMUNES    LIBEROS,    CONVERSO  ; 

SIC    OPTIME    DEFUNCTI    MEMORIAJI    COLENS, 

SIC     VERE     SUUM     MONSTRANS    AFFECTUM  : 

UTRIUSQUE    AUTEJl    OBITLM 

HONI     DIUTISSIME    DEFI.EliUNT. 


CHAP. 
CVL 


Epitaph  by 
Somers  on 
his  parents. 


*  I  believe  that  he  iicver  took  any  degree,  altliouph  I  have  not  been  able 
clearly  to  ascertain  the  fact.  There  are  entries  of"  John  Somers"  having  taken 
tiie  degree  of  B.  A.  I  7th  October,  1678,  and  of  M.  A.  HthJune,  16'81  ;.  l)ut  tiiese 
seem  to  relate  to  a  John  Somers  who  matriculated  '20th  INIarcli,  l()'71-75, 
(Uscribed  as  being  "  the  son  of  John  Somers  of  Exeter,  plebeian,  and  in  tiie 
1.3th  year  of  his  age," —  Lord  Somers  being  the  son  of  an  attorney  at  Worcester 
—  alwavs  describing  his  father  as  "  generosus,''  and  being  then  in  his  23d  or 
L'lth  year. 

f  "  Julij  9""  HiSl" 

"1  Die   at   anno  ))''   diet. 

"  Somer  J.  adCa."  J  Virtute  Actus  Parliamenti  medij  'IVni])!!  ib"' 

fact    1"  die  ll'ebniarij    l(j78"    i\I'  Jolies   Somer 

de  le  Utter  I)arr  adinissus  est   in  totam   iliam 

Cameram  scitiiat  in  novis  l^diticijs  nuj)  erect 
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CHAP. 
CVI. 

His  liigh 
(jualifica- 
tions. 


Ills  rapid 
success. 


A.  1).  Ib'SS. 


Westminster, —  and  he  rode  the  Oxford  Circuit,  on  which  he 
expected  that  his  paternal  connection  would  be  useful  in 
bringing  him  business.  Probably  no  man  ever  commenced 
practice  as  an  advocate  in  England  with  such  high  and  varied 
qualifications.  He  was  consummately  skilled  as  a  lawyer,  — 
from  the  pmctice  of  commencing  an  action,  which  he  had 
learned  when  a  lad  in  his  father's  office,  to  the  most  abstruse 
doctrines  of  real  property,  which  he  had  imbibed  from  Win- 
nington,  and  the  most  enlarged  views  of  general  jurispru- 
dence, with  which  he  had  become  familiar  from  his  civil  law 
studies  at  Oxford.  He  was  moreover  deeply  versed  in  all 
constitutional  learning,  and  besides  being  a  fine  classical 
scholar,  he  was  familiarly  acquainted  with  the  languages  and 
the  literature  of  all  the  polished  nations  on  the  continent  of 
Europe.  Above  all,  he  had  steady  habits  of  application,  and 
he  could  not  only  make  the  necessary  active  exertion,  but 
undergo  the  necessary  drudgery,  and  submit  to  the  necessary 
sacrifices,  to  ensure  success  at  the  English  bar. 

Accordingly  his  progress  was  rapid  and  brilliant.  By  his 
learned  arguments  and  his  modest  demeanour,  he  was  very 
favourably  noticed  by  Lord  Chancellor  Nottingham  *,  and  in 
a  few  years  his  professional  profits  amounted  to  700/.  a  year, 
a  very  large  sum  for  those  times. f 

The  first  considerable  case  in  which  he  was  counsel,  was 
the   trial  before   Lord  C.  J.  Saunders,  at  Guildhall,  of  Pll- 

"  sup  Australem  partem  cujusdam  loci  vocat  le 
Pump  €(>■■'  primi  gradus  in  parte  Edificiou  — 
])'  diet.  j)pime  adjacent  le  INIiddle  Temple  i  -j 
Lane  et  ex  orientali  parte  'j^raduum  p""  diet., 
et  in  octavum  partem  Cellarij  sub  Edifieijs  p"^ 
diet.  Habend  totam  ilknn  Camcram  p''  diet, 
cum  ptinentijs  p"'  dco  jM"'  Somer  J.  Exeeu- 
toribz  Admstratoribus  ct  Assignalis  suis  pro 
tcrmino  vite  ipius  Joliis  et  p""  duabus  Assig- 
naconibus  post  mortem  ejus  ct  dat  {)■■  line 
virtute  Actus  ]iarliamenti  p''  diet." 
»    Ante,  Vol.  III.,  Chap.  XCIII. 

t  Life,  17in,  ]).  1,'j.  "  I'liat  unwearied  diligence  wliieh  followed  liim  tlirough 
all  tlie  stages  of  liis  life  gave  liim  sueli  a  thorough  insight  into  the  laws  of  tlie 
land,  that  he  passed  for  one  of  the  greatest  musters  of  liis  jirofession  at  his  first 
apjiparance  in  it.  TlKnigh  he  made  a  regular  progress  through  the  several 
honoiiis  ol  the  long  rol)e,  he  Mas  always  looked  upon  as  one  who  desired  a 
superior  station  to  that  he  was  possessed  of,  till  he  arrived  at  the  highest  dignity 
to  whith  those  studies  could  advance  him."      .-XnotsoN,  Frct/ioldn;  No.  xxxix. 
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kiiiP-ton  and    Shute,  the  late    Sheriffs,   Alderman  Cornish,  CHAP. 

.                   .  CVI 

Lord  Grey  de  Werke,  and  others,  for  a  riot  on  Midsummer-  ' 


day,  1681,  when  the  great  struggle  took  place  for  enslaving  He  is  op- 
the  City  of  London,  and  the  poll  for  the  election  of  Sheriffs  p°^'^  ^" 
had  been  continued  after  the  Lord  Mayor,  who  had  been   Counsel  on 
gained  over  by  the  Court,  had  illegally  attempted  to  adjourn   pj^j, ■",f  °^ 
it.     Somers  was  retained  as  Junior,  on  the  recommendation  ton. 
of  his  old  master.  Sir  Francis  Winnington,  of  Holt,  and  of 
the  other  distinguished  Whig  lawyers  who  were  to  lead  for 
the  several  defendants. 

It  was  well  known  that  a  packed  jury  had  been  summoned, 
and,  on  consultation,  it  was  resolved  "  to  challenge  the  array." 
Somers,  as  Junior,  drew  and  signed  tlic  "  Challenge^''  which 
duly  stated  the  grounds  on  which  the  objection  rested. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  trial,  when  the  Jury  appeared,  Challenge 
Mr.  Somers  said,  "  My  Lord,  I  challenge  the  array ; "  and  he  arra^ 
put  in  the  "  Challenge.''''  When  it  had  been  read  by  the 
Clerk  Avith  the  signature  at  the  end  of  it,  Jeffreys,  then  a 
King's  Serjeant  and  conducting  the  prosecution,  exclaimed, 
"  Here's  a  Tale  of  a  Tub  indeed  I" — Lord  C.  J.  Sawders. 
"  Ay,  it  is  nothing  else  ;"  *  and  the  challenge  was  immediately 
over-ruled.  Somci's  docs  not  appear  to  have  again  addressed 
the  Court.  The  defendants  were  of  course  all  found  guilty, 
and  severely  punished. f 

But  the  greatest  distinction  which  Somers  acquired  at  tlie   Somers 
bar,  previous    to  the    Revolution,   was  on   the   trial  of  tlic  '^"""'^'^ ''"' 

'^        ^  _       tlic  Seven 

Seven  Bishops.  The  proposal,  tliat  he  should  he  one  of  their  Bishops. 
counsel,  rather  shocked  some  of  the  llight  llevcrcnd  de- 
fendants, wlio  at  last,  driven  to  cpicstion  the  i)rcrogative  of 
the  Crown  when  directed  against  the  exchisive  innnunities  of 
the  Church,  liad  often  preached  tlie  doctrine  of  passive 
obedience,  and  had  heard  this  rising  young  lawyer  denomiccd 


*  Had  "the  Tale  of"  a  Tub"  been  then  published,  this  dialoijiie  would  have 
been  eited  as  strong  authority  to  prove  that  it  was  generally  imputed  to  Somers; 
l)ut  the  first  edition  did  not  eome  out  till  20  years  later, —  Swift  was  still  a  l)oy 
of  K;,  —  ;ind  althougli,  according  to  C'ooksey's  theorv,  the  ])iece  had  then  l)een 
written  by  Somers  and  the  Ivirl  of  Slirewsbury,  it  was  comnuinicated  to  no  one 
excejit  Lord  Shaitesburv  and  Sir  William  Temple,  till   Swift  purloined  it. 

t  9  St.  Tr.   1S7. 
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CHAP,     as  "  nothing  better  than  a  Whig ;  "  but  "  old  Pollexfen  insisted 
^^  upon  him,  and  would  not  be  himself  retained  without  him, 

representing  him  as  the  man  who  would  take  most  pains, 
and  go  deepest  into  all  that  depended  on  precedents  and  re- 
cords."* 

Perhaps  it  was  from  the  industry  and  zest  with  which  So- 
mers  prepared  for  this  trial  that  Addison,  in  reference  to  him, 
afterwards  said,  "  I  have  heard  one  of  the  greatest  geniuses 
this  age  has  produced,  who  has  been  trained  up  in  all  the 
polite  studies  of  antiquity,  assure  me,  upon  his  being  obliged 
to  search  into  several  rolls  and  records,  that,  notwithstanding 
such  an  employment  was  at  first  very  dry  and  irksome  to 
him,  he  at  last  took  an  incredible  pleasure  in  it,  and  pre- 
ferred it  even  to  the  reading  of  Virgil  or  Cicero."  f 
June  29.  Thc  rcsult  of  liis  researches  he  fully  and  freely  communi- 

JG88.  cated  to  Pollexfen  and  his  other  seniors,  his  object  being  to 

His  argil-  •        1      P  1  •        T  •       /    7       P       1  • 

ment  on  tiie  procurc  the  acquittal  oi  his  clients,  not  to  gam  eclat  for  him- 

objection         ggj^ "  prodeSSe  71071  co7ispici.^^ 

that  no  -f         .  ' 

publication  At  the  trial  he  powerfully  argued  in  support  of  the  tecli- 
iif  ^FixUlk  ^'cal  objection,  that  as  the  Attorney  General  could  not  at 
sex.  first  show  that  the  petition  of  the  Bishops  had  been  presented 

to  the  King  at  "Whitehall,  there  was  no  evidence  of  a  publi- 
cation of  the  supposed  libel  in  Middlesex,  the  county  in 
whicli  the  venue  was  laid.  lie  insisted,  that  "  if  the  cri- 
minal act  is  not  proved  to  have  l)een  committed  in  the  county 
in  which  it  is  alleged  to  liavc  been  committed,  the  party 
accused  is  innocent,  and  ought  to  be  absolved  ;  for,  though 
he  may  have  committed  another  offence  elsewhere,  he  has  not 
committed  the  offence  with  which  he  was  charged." 

Against  tlie  opinion  of  that  upriglit  Judge,  Mr.  Justice 
Powell,  the  trial  was  allowed  to  proceed,  and  while  the 
lawyers  were  squabbling,  Lord  Sunderland,  the  Lord  Pre- 
sident of  the  Council,  was  sent  for,  and  proved  the  publi- 
cati(jn  in  ^Middlesex. 

U})f)n  the  merits,  involving  the  great  question  of  the  "dis- 
pensing power,"  all  the  defendants'  counsel  were  heard,  and 

*   :;   Ken.  Hist.,  5  l.'i.  n.  f    Spectator,   N'o.  -117. 
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Somers,  though  coming  last  (like  Erskine  in  Rex  v.  Baillie*),     CHAP. 
made  by  far  the  most  impressive  speech.      He  cited,  with 


much  effect,  the  great  case  of  Thomas  v.  Sorrel,  in  the  Ex~  ^  j,  j^gg 
chequer-chamber,  upon  the  validity  of  a  dispensation  of  the  His  speech 
statute  of  Edward  VI.  touching  the  selling  of  wine,  f  There  merits, 
the  Judges  laid  it  down  as  a  settled  position,  that  there 
never  could  be  an  abrogation,  or  a  suspension  (which  is  a 
temporary  abrogation),  of  an  act  of  parliament  but  by  the 
legislative  power.  He  thus  concluded,  "  My  lord,  by  the 
law  of  all  civilised  nations,  if  the  Prince  does  require  some- 
thing to  be  done  Avhich  the  j^erson  who  is  to  do  it  considers 
unlawful,  it  is  his  duty  rescrihere  Principi.  This  is  all  that 
was  done  here,  and  in  the  most  humble  manner  that  could  be 
thought  of.  Your  Lordships  will  please  to  observe  how 
careful  the  defendants  were  that  they  might  not  any  way 
justly  offend  the  King ;  they  did  not  voluntarily  interpose, 
as  they  might  have  done,  by  giving  their  advice  as  peers  ; 
they  never  stirred  till  a  command  which  they  deemed  un- 
lawful was  laid  upon  themselves.  When  they  made  their 
Petition,  tlicy  only  went  so  far  as  to  ask  that  they  mlglit  not 
])c  compelled  to  read  the  Declaration  —  Avlthout  even  praying 
that  it  might  be  revoked.  My  lord,  as  to  all  the  matters  of 
fact  alleged  in  the  Petition, — that  they  are  perfectly  true  we 
have  shown  by  the  Journals  of  both  Houses.  In  every  in- 
stance which  the  Petitioners  mention,  this  power  of  dispens- 
ation was  considered  In  Parliament,  and,  on  dcl)atc,  declared 
to  be  contrary  to  law.  They  could  have  no  design  to  di- 
minish tlic  prerogative,  because  the  King  hath  no  such  pre- 
rogative. Seditious,  my  lord,  the  Petition  could  not  l)e,  nor 
could  it  possibly  stir  up  sedition  In  the  minds  of  the  people, 
l)ccause  it  was  presented  to  the  King  In  private  and  alone. 
False  It  could  not  be,  for  tlie  matter  of  it  must  l)e  seen  to  ])c 
strictly  true.  There  could  be  nothing  of  malice,  for  the  oc- 
casion, instead  of  l)elng  sought,  was  forced  u])on  tlieni,  A 
libel  it  could  not  be,  for  the  intent  of  the  defendants  was 
innocent,  and  they  kept  strictly  witliin  the  Ijounds  set  by  tlio 

*   21  St.  Tr.  :>!.  f   \';uigli;iii,  :1;>0. 
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CHAP,     law,  which  gives  the  subject  leave  to  apply  to  his  Prince  by 
^  petition  when  he  is  aggrieved."  * 

June  30.  The  acquittal  which  followed  was  mainly  ascribed  to  this 

1688.  speech  of   Somers,  the  effect  of  which  upon  the  jury  was 

of  the  Seven  greatly  heightened  by  the  modesty  and  grace  with  which  it 
Bishops.       -^yjjg  delivered.      He  now  and  ever  merited  the  praise  that 
"  his   pleading  at  the  bar   was  masculine,  and   persuasive, 
—  free  from  every  thing  trivial  or  affected." 
Tiie  Revo-        The  Revolution  immediately  followed. 

lution 

*    12  St.  Tr.  396. 
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CHAPTER  CVII. 


CONTINUATION   OF    THE   LIFE    OF    LORD    SOMERS    TILL    HE    RECEIVES 
THE    GREAT    SEAL. 

From  the  unostentatious  character  of  Lord  Somers,  there  is  CHAP. 

great  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  exact  share  which  he  had  CVII. 
in  originating  the  bold  scheme  to  expel  from  the  throne,  for 

misrule,  him  who  was  the  right  heir  of  William  the  Conqueror,  Share  of 

and  of  the  Saxon  Kings ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  c         • 

o    '  Somers  m 

Whig  leaders,  who  were  now  driven  to  resort  to  the  sacred  bringing ; 
right  of  resistance,  and  who  thought  there  was  a  sufficient  p^ncJof 
chance  of  rescuing  the  nation  from  tyranny  to  justify  the  at-  Orange, 
tempt,  in  conducting  the  enterpi'ize  were  mainly  guided  by 
his  advice.     From  this  time  he  was  "  the  life,  the  soul,  the 
spirit  of  his  party."  *   Tindal  says  that  "  he  was  admitted  into 
the  most  secret  councils  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  was  The  Revo- 
one  of  those  who   concocted   the   measure  of  bringing   him  '"*^""' 
over."  t 

On  the  very  day  of  the  acquittal  of  the  bishops,  and  \)V0-  June  3o. 
bably  by  the  hand  of  their  junior  counsel,  was   drawn  the  .1^^,^'  ^^ 
"Association,"  —  a  paper  enumerating  the  various  acts  of  sociation." 
James's  tyrannical  government,  and  inviting  William  to  rescue 
the  nation  from  Popery  and   arbitrary  power.      Somers   did 
not  put  his  own  name  to  it,  but,  along  with  the  Earl  of  De- 
vonshire, the  Earl  of  Danby,  Lord  Lumley,  tlie  Bishop  of 
London,  Admiral  Kusscll,  and  otlicr  men  in  high  station,  it 
was  signed  by  his  bosom  friend  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  with 
whom  he  liad  always  continued  to  live  in  the  closest  intimacy. 
This  nol)leman  soon  after  secretly  left  England,  and  joined 
the  Prince  of  Onume  at  the    liajjjue,   l)rin2;ini:;  with   him  a 
supply  of  40,000/.,  a  considerable  part  of  which  he  was  said 
to  have  borrowed  from  Father  Petre,    and  other  catholics, 
— "  holding  it  no  sin  to  impoverish  and  siioil  the  enemy."  | 

•    I.i'ttcr  of  Lord  Siiiulirhmd  to  Km;;  Williaiu. 

t    Coiitiiiiuition  of  Uai)in,  vol.  ii.  "TO.  \    It)- 
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CHAP.  The  Prince's  "Declaration,"  which  came  out  soon  after, 

^^^^'      and  in  which  he  announced  his  design  to  proceed  to  England 
^^  "  to  have  a  free  and  lawful  parliament  assembled  for  the 

Prince's        preservation  of  the  Protestant  Religion,  and  for  securing  to 
ti^."""       ^^1^  whole  nation  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  laws  and  liber- 
ties ;"  if  not  framed  by  Somers,  certainly  had  his  previous 
approbation. 
Somers's  When  William  had  landed  in  England,  Somers  still  avoided 

thrianding  making  himself  conspicuous,  but  he  attended  all  the  meetings 
of  the  of  the  Whig  leaders,  prompted  their  measures,  and,  on  the 

i^rincc 

flight  of  James,  he  concurred  in  the  advice  that  a  Convention 
should  be  assembled  —  to  guard  against  the  notion  of  a  change 
of  dynasty  by  conquest,  and  to  lay  the  foundations  of  a  free 
monarchy  on   the  constitutional  basis  of  the  national  will. 
He  is  re-      Hc  had    declined    the    overtures    made    to    him    to    be  re- 
tiie"con°      turned  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  two  last  parliaments 
veiuion         held  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  and  in  the  parliament  sum- 
moned by  James  II. ;  but  he  was  now  prevailed  upon  openly 
to  adventure  on  the  stormy  sea  of  public  life.     In  his  thirty- 
seventh  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Convention  Parliament, 
as  representative  for  his  native  city  of  ^^^orcester. 
Differences        From  tlic  first  meeting  of  the  two  houses  a  difference  of 
t\v"houser  sentiment  appeared    between  them.       The    Commons    were 
almost  unanimously  for  dethroning  James,  and  disregarding 
the  claims  of  his  son  ;  while  a  majority  of  the  Lords,  with  a 
strong  feeling  in  favour  of  the  divine  right  of  Kings,  were 
desirous  of  some  expedient   whereby  immediate    danger  to 
religion  and  liberty  miglit  be  warded  offj  without  violating  the 
order  of  succession  to  the  crown. 
Jan.  '28.  Somcrs   from  the   first  led  the  deliberations  of  the  lower 

Somers         liousc.     In  a  maldcn  speech  he  laid  down  the  true  principles 
proposes       yf  limited  monarchy  :  lie  showed  that  James  liad  forfeited  his 

and  sup-  .  '' 

ports  the       rlglit  to  allcguincc,  and  he  pointed  out  a  parallel  case  wlileli 
leso  iition      i^.^j  occurred  in  tlic  lilstory  of  Sweden,  when  Klnr;:  Slo-lsninnd 

inat  James  ^  '  o        o 

i)a(i  ahdi-      liavlng  attempted  to  subvert   the  laws   and  religion  of  lils 

tiiaVtiK'"       "J^tlve  country,  and  having  fled  to   a  foreign  state,  was  set 

tiirone  was    usidc,   and    Charles   VIII,    was  sot    upon    the    throne.      He 

concluded  liy    uiovlng  a  conuultlce  of  the  whole   house  '"on 
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the  state  of  the  nation."*     The  debate  terminated  in  the     chap. 
memorable  Resolution  which  he  drew  —  not  in  the  language 


which  he  himself  would  have  selected,  but  in  such  as  might  a.  d.  I689. 
be  suited  to  the  opinions  and  prejudices  of  others :  "  That 
King  James  II.  having  endeavoured  to  subvert  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  kingdom  by  breaking  the  original  contract  be- 
tween King  and  People,  and  by  the  advice  of  Jesuits  and 
other  wicked  persons  having  violated  the  fundamental  laws, 
and  having  withdrawn  himself  out  of  this  kingdom,  has  abdi- 
cated the  government,  and  that  the  throne  is  thereby  become 
vacant."! 

The  following  day  Soraers  gained  a  signal  triumph  in  the  Resolution 
agreement  of  the  House  of  Commons,  by  acclamation,  to  the  j^^p^Jjj  * 
principle  on  which  the  "  Exclusion  Bill "  had  been  framed,  Prince, 
and  their  vote,  without  a  dissentient  voice,  "  that  it  hath 
been  found  by  experience  inconsistent  with  the  safety  and 
welfare  of  this  Protestant  kingdom  that  it  should  be  governed 
by  a  Popish  Prince."  \  There  is  evidently  a  broad  distinction 
between  the  Crown  and  any  subordinate  political  office; 
nor  can  it  be  considered  at  all  inconsistent  with  the  doctrine 
of  toleration  to  require  for  the  public  security  that  the  Cliicf 
Magistrate  shall  be  of  the  religion  of  the  majority  of  the 
nation,  leaving  him  of  course  full  liberty  of  conscience, 
and  of  worship  in  a  private  station.  In  Saxony  and  other 
states  a  different  rule  has  been  observed,  and  some  con- 
fidence might  be  placed  in  a  well-defined  prerogative,  and 
in  the  forbearance  of  modern  times ;  but  there  is  an  evident 
advantage  in  the  Sovercio;n  beinci;  of  the  national  religion  :  — 
which  may  fairly  be  secured  by  the  penalty  of  loss  of  power 
for  dissent.  This  restraint  of  course  never  can  be  coiu- 
l)lained  of  by  the  present  royal  family  of  England,  as  It  was 
the  condition  on  which  they  accepted  the  tlu'one,  and  if 
it  be  unjust,  we  should  transfer  our  allegiance  to  tlie  Duke 
of  ]M()dena,  who  Is  sprung  from  Cliarles  I.,  and  is  the  lineal 
heir  of  tlie  monnrcliy. 

•   5  Pari.   Hist.   IL'.  t    Pari.  Hist.  ,10. 

}    Somurs's  Tract  on  tlie  I'.xclusion  P)ill,  ontitlod   "a  History  of  the   Snccc'-- 

sion,  iS;c.,"  was  rcpulilislied  soDti  after  William  landcti;  ami  liad  a  considcraMc 
cill'ct  upon  the  puidic  mind. 


d2 


THE   REVOLUTION. 


CHAP.         The  two  resolutions  beino;  gent  up  to  the  Lords  for  their 
evil  • 

concurrence,   the  latter   was  carried  unanimously,  but    the 

The  two  former,  guarded  and  qualified  as  it  was,  raised  among  their 
resolutions.  Lordships  great  alarm  and  opposition.  In  order  to  save 
a  nominal  allegiance  to  the  late  King,  it  Avas  first  proposed 
that  there  should  be  a  regency  —  with  the  administration  of 
regal  power  under  his  name,  as  the  best  and  safest  way 
to  preserve  the  protestant  religion  and  the  laws  of  this 
kingdom.  This  was  supported  by  all  sections  of  the  Tories 
—  as  well  by  those  who  really  meant  to  exclude  James 
from  the  enjoyment  of  power,  such  as  the  Earl  of  Not- 
tingham, its  great  promoter,  as  by  those  who,  like  the  Earl 
of  Clarendon,  were  anxious  for  his  return  upon  terms  of 
security  for  their  religion  and  liberty.  The  motion  was 
negatived  only  by  a  majority  of  two,  — ■  the  numbers  being 
51  to  49.  Next  came  a  close  division  of  55  to  46  on  the 
abstract  resolution,  "  that  there  is  an  original  contract 
between  King  and  people,"  which  perhaps  was  necessary 
by  way  of  negativing  the  doctrine  of  the  divine  origin  of 
kingship  —  opposed  to  any  human  legislation  in  regulating 
the  descent  of  the  crown.  But  in  coming  to  the  "  abdication,''^ 
and  the  "  vacancy  of  the  throne,''''  the  tide  turned,  and  by  a 
majority  of  55  to  41,  it  was  resolved  to  substitute  the  word 
"  deserted  "  for  "  abdicated,''''  and  entirely  to  omit  the  clause 
declaring  "  the  throne  to  be  vacant " ;  Lord  Danby  and 
his  friends  considering  the  young  Prince  as  spurious,  and 
wishing  that  the  Princess  of  Orange  should  be  declared 
successor  by  hereditary  right.  * 

The  amendments  were  reported  to  the  Commons  —  with 
the  request  of  a  Conference.  Tliis  was  carried  on  \>j 
Avritten  reasons,  and  at  the  end  of  it  the  Commons  deter- 
mined by  '282,  to  151,  to  adhere  to  the  words  of  their  re- 
solution. 


ProccL'd- 
ings  of  tl 
Lords. 


(^i)nfer- 
ciicfs  hu- 
tu-et'ii  tlic 
Two 
Houses. 


*  Tliu  credit  pretended  to  be  jriven  to  the  story  of"  the  warming-jian  "  is  tlie 
{;reat  hlot  on  the  Revolution,  and  is  discreditable  to  all  parties  ;  but  it  was  most 
ea;:jerly  eau<;iit  at  by  tlie  Tories,  that  they  niij^lit  reconcile  their  transference  of 
allegiance  to  their  doctrine  of  indefeasible  riglit.  'I'iiere  are  very  {'qw  persons 
now  alive  who  could  so  satisfactorily  be  shewn  to  be  sjirung  from  tiieir  lawful 
parents  as  the  infant  Prince,  by  evidence  then  before  the  world,  was  demon- 
strated to  be  llie  son  of  James  II.  and  iNIary  of  Modena,  his  (iueen. 
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Then  followed  the  celebrated  "Free  Conference"  between     chap. 
the  two  Houses  which  was  conducted  by  viva  voce  debate. 


Somers  was  one  of  the  managers  for  the  Commons,  and  he  February, 
being  pitted  against  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  the  cause  of  i689. 
"abdication  and  the  vacancy  of  the  throne"  rested  chiefly  Confer- 
on  his  shoulders.     It  must  be  confessed  that   the  speeches  ence " 
on  this  occasion  are  by  no  means    what   might   have   been 
expected  from  enlightened  statesmen  settling  the  constitution 
of  a  great  nation,  and  rather  remind  us   of  the  quibbling 
argumentations  of  pleaders   in  a  court  of  law  on  a  special 
demurrer  to  a  declaration  or  plea  for  want  of  form.      Somers  Arguments 
defends  the  word  "  abdicate  "  by   quotations  from  Grotius,  ^q/j'!.  ^^ 
Calvin's  Lexicon  Juridicum,  Bressonius  de  Verborum  Sig-  dication," 
nificatione,    Budseus,    Pralejus,  and    Spicilegius ;    and    then  ckrinJ 
he  falls  foul  of  the  word  "desert,"  which,  from  its  etymology  "the  throne 
and  its  use,  he  contends  is  wholly  inapplicable  to  a  perma- 
nent   renunciation,   and  means  only  a  voluntary  relinquish- 
ment —  with  the  power  of  resumption.*  "  The  vacancy  of  the 
throne,"  he  chiefly  defends  from  the  record  in  1  Hen.  IV., 
where    it    is    said    tliat  upon    the  deposition  of  Richard  II. 
"  Sedes  rerjalis  fait  vacua,  et  confestim,  ut  constahat  ex  prcB- 
missis,    rc(jnum    Ayif/lice   vacare,    then  Henry   riseth  up  out 
of  his  place  as  Duke  of  Lancaster,  and  claims  the  Crown, 
—  dictum  rcfjnum   AnglicB  sicut  i)r(Bmittitur  vacans  una  cum 
corona    vendicat."'f      Yet    it    is    to    Mr.    Somers's    reasons, 
such  as  they  arc,  that  Nottingliam  and  the  other  managers 
for  the  Lords  chiefly  apply  themselves   in   supporting  their 
word    "  desert,"  and   insisting,    that  by  the  constitution   of 
England   the  throne  never  can  by  possibility  be  in  contem- 
})lation  of  law  one  moment  vacant.      Amidst  these  techni- 
calities, the    real  struggle  was,  whether  there    should   be  a 
change  of  dynasty,   or  the  experiment  should    be    made    of 

*  Burton,  in  liis  work  on  "  INIelancholy,"  first  published  in  IfJL'I ,  uses  tlie 
word  "  abdicati'd  "  in  the  same  sense  as  INIr.  Somers.  So  ^lolina'us,  in  his 
" 'i'reatise  on  i  iefs,"  says  —  "  Sequitur  quod  non  potest  alienari,  ahdicari  nee 
])ra'scribi." 

f  .'■>  Pari.  Hist.  ()S.  "  The  (iisjuite  al)out  the  words  'abdicate'  or  'desert,'" 
says  Bolingbroke,  "  niij^ht  have  been  expected  in  some  assembly  of"  pedants, 
wliere  younc;  students  exercised  themselves  in  disputation,  but  not  in  such  an 
august  assembly  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  solemn  conference  upon  tlie  most 
important  occasion." 


94l  the  revolution. 

CHAP.      Protestant  regents  governing  in  the  name  of  popish  sovc- 
■       reigns.     Somers  and    the  Whigs  were  not  only    afraid   of 


the   public   confusion   which   might   follow    from  such    an 
anomalous   administration    of  the    government,    but    were 
strongly  convinced  that  there  could  be  no  permanent  re- 
formation of  abuses  till,  by  a  break  in  the  succession,  the 
doctrine  of  "  divine  right  "  should  be  necessarily  renounced 
and  discountenanced  by  the  family  on  the  throne. 
The  Lords         Thc  conference  closed  without  any  convert  being  made ; 
gi\eway.       ^^^^^  ^j^^  Commons  remaining  firm,  and  William  threatening 
to  return  to  Holland,  the  Lords  by  a  majority  of  sixty-two  to 
forty-seven,  resolved  not  to  insist  on  their  amendments  to  the 
original  vote ;  and  they  precipitately  followed  this  up  by  a 
resolution  "  that  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Orange  shall  be 
declared  King  and  Queen  of  England,  and  the  dominions 
thereunto  belonging."*     The  object  now  probably  was  to 
avoid  any  recognition  of  the  Whig  notion  of  a  contract  be- 
tween the  governors  and  the  governed.      "  But  the  Com- 
mons with    a   noble    patriotism    delayed    to    concur   in  this 
hasty  settlement  of  the  crown,  till  they  should  have  com- 
pleted the  declaration  of  those  fundamental  rights  and  liber- 
ties for  the  sake  of  which  alone  they  had  gone  forward  with 
this  great  revolution."  f     A  committee  had  been  appointed, 
of  which   Somers  Avas  the  leading    member,  "  to    bring    in 
general  heads  of  such  things  as  were  absolutely  necessary  to 
be  considered  for  the  better  securing  our  religion,  law,  and 
Feb.  7.         liberties."     The  Committee  made  their  report  the  day  after 
Report  of     the  last  vote  of  the  Lords ;  and  though  it  is  little  noticed  by 
coinniitteu     historiims   who    have    looked  only  to    thc    "  Declaration    of 
of  the  re-      lAiglits,"  and  tlic  "Bill    of   Rights,"  which  spnng  from  it, 
(iress  of        j^    jg    ^    most    intercstino;    document,  and  reflects  immortal 

grievances  ^  ' 

drawn  i)y  honour  ou  tlic  nauic  of  Somers.  The  careful  reader  will 
perceive  tliat  he  here  suggests  some  few  grievances  and 
remedies  Avhich  were  omitted  by  the  two  houses  in  their 
ensuing  vindication  uf  i)ublic  liberty  ;    but    the  discrimina- 

•  .)  Pari.  Hist.  93.  ;  Lords'  Journ.  Feh.  G.  The  Scottish  parliament  pro- 
ceeded in  a  more  manly  manner,  hy  a  direct  vote  that  James  hail  forrfunlted  the 
Crown. 

I     Hall.   C'on>.t.   Hist.  ill.   irtf. 
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tion,  the  moderation,  and  the  firmness  displayed  by  him  and     CHAP. 

•  CVII 

his  party  at  this  crisis  are  above  all  praise,  and  contrast  most 

favourably  with  the  blind  enthusiasm  of  the  French  National  j^^  ^^^^^ 

Assembly  a  century  later,  and  with  the  spoliation  and  vio-  merit- 

lence  which  have  generally  marked  revolutionary  movements. 

The  maxim  of  the  Whig  patriots  was  to  change  only  what 

was   necessary  to   be  changed  for  the  good  government  of 

the  country.     They  therefore  departed  as  little  as  possible 

from  the  hereditary  succession  to  the  throne,  and  they  only 

strengthened  and  secured  our  ancient  constitution  and  laws. 

Hence  the  settlement  was  lasting,  and  we  pray  that  it  may 

BE  PERPETUAL ! 

The  Report  was  divided  into  twenty-four  heads,  partly 
pointing  out  infringements  of  existing  rights,  and  partly 
new  safeguards  for  public  freedom: — "  1.  The  pretended 
power  of  dispensing  or  suspending  of  laws,  or  the  execution 
of  laws,  by  regal  prerogative,  without  consent  of  Parliament, 
is  illegal.*  2.  The  commission  for  erecting  the  late  Court 
of  Commissioners  for  ecclesiastical  causes,  and  all  other  Com- 
missioners and  Courts  of  the  like  nature,  are  illegal.  3. 
Levying  money  for  or  to  the  use  of  the  CroAvn  by  pretence 
of  prerogative,  without  grant  of  Parliament,  for  longer  time, 
or  in  any  other  manner  than  the  same  shall  be  so  granted,  is 
illegal.  *  4.  It  is  the  right  of  the  subject  to  petition  the 
King,  and  all  commitments  and  prosecutions  for  such  pe- 
titioning are  illegal.*  5.  The  Acts  concerning  the  militia 
are  grievous  to  the  sulijcct.  6.  The  raising  or  keeping  a 
standing  army  within  this  kingdom  in  time  of  peace,  unless 
it  be  with  the  consent  of  Parliament,  is  illegal.  *  7.  It  is 
necessary  for  the  pul)lic  safety  that  the  subjects  (which  arc 
Protestants)  should  provide  and  keep  arms  for  their  common 
defence,  and  that  the  arms  which  have  been  seized  and  taken 
from  them  be  restored.*  8.  The  right  and  freedom  of  elect- 
ing members  of  the  House  of  Commons*,  and  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  Parliament  and  members,  as  well  in  the  in- 
tervals of  parliament  as  during  their  sitting,  to  be  preserved. 
9.   That  Parliament  ought  to  sit  fre(|ucntly,  and  that  their 

-    Adoiitfil  ill  the  l!ill  of  Iti-litv. 
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CHAP,     frequent  sitting  be  secured.*     10.  No  interrupting  of  any 

'__   session  of  Parliament  till  the  affairs  which  are  necessary  to  be 

despatched  at  that  time  are  determined.  11.  That  the  too 
long  continuance  of  the  same  Parliament  be  prevented.  12. 
No  pardon  to  be  pleadable  to  an  impeachment  of  Parlia- 
ment, f  13.  Cities,  universities,  towns,  corporate  boroughs, 
and  plantations,  to  be  secured  against  quo  warrantos  and  sur- 
renders, and  restored  to  their  ancient  rights.  14.  None  of 
the  royal  family  to  marry  a  Papist.  |  15.  Every  King  and 
Queen  of  this  realm,  at  the  time  of  their  entering  into  the 
exercise  of  their  royal  authority,  to  take  an  oath  for  main- 
taining the  Protestant  religion,  and  the  laws  and  liberties  of 
the  nation,  and  that  the  coronation  oath  be  revived. §  16. 
Effectual  provision  to  be  made  for  the  liberty  of  Protestants 
in  the  exercise  of  their  religion,  and  for  unitino;  all  Pro- 
testants  in  the  matter  of  public  worship,  as  far  as  may  be. 
17.  Constructions  upon  the  statutes  of  treason,  and  trials, 
and  proceedings,  and  writs  of  error,  in  cases  of  treason  to  be 
regulated.  ||  18.  Judges'  commissions  to  be  made  Quamdiu 
se  bene  gesserint,  and  their  salaries  to  be  ascertained  and 
established,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  revenue  only,  and 
not  to  be  removed  nor  suspended  from  the  execution  of  their 
office  but  by  due  course  of  law.  19.  The  requiring  ex- 
cessive bail  of  persons  committed  in  criminal  cases,  and  im- 
posing excessive  fines  and  illegal  punishments,  to  be  pre- 
vented.^ 20.  Abuses  in  appointing  sheriffs,  and  in  the 
execution  of  their  office,  to  be  reformed.  21.  Jurors  to  be 
duly  impanelled  and  returned,  and  corrupt  and  false  verdicts 
prevented.^  22.  Informations  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
to  be  taken  away.  23.  The  Chancery  and  other  courts  of 
justice,  and  the  fees  of  office,  to  be  regulated.  24.  That  the 
buying  and  selling  of  offices  may  be  effectually  provided 
against.  25.  That  upon  return  of  habeas  corpuses  and  man- 
damuses,   the    subject    may    have    lil)erty    to    traverse    such 

*  'IViennial  Act,  C  W.  &  M.  c.  10.  f    li>  &  13  W.  3.  c.  2. 

\  l;!  W.  :i.  c.  'i.  §    1  W.  &   M.  St.  2.  c.  '2.  ;    12  tSc  1  :J  W.  :5.  c.  2. 

II  St.it.  7  W.  ;>.  c.  3.  ri'spc'ctiiij^  trials  tor  treason. 

«;  "  DoL-laralioii  of  Ki-rlits  and  Dill  of  RitrlUs." 
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return.     26.   That  all  grants  of  fines  and  forfeitures  are  il-     CHAP, 

C  V 1 1 
legal  and  void ;  and  that  all  such  persons  as  ])rocure  them  be 


liable  to  punishment.  *  The  last  two  heads  of  grievance  are 
against  the  collection  of  Hearth-money  f,  and  the  abuses  of 
the  Excise. 

"  Tlie  Declaration  of  Rights,"  prepared  by  another  com-  Declaration 
mittee,  under  the  management  of  Somers,  was  wisely  con-  °  '^''^' 
fined  to  the  declaratory  part  of  the  Report,  and  being  agreed 
to  by  the  Lords,  was  made  the  basis  on  which  the  Crown 
was  tendered  to,  and  was  accepted  by,  William  and  Mary. 
Most  of  the  other  articles  in  the  Report  were  embraced 
in  the  Act  of  Settlement  and  other  constitutional  statutes 
which  followed,  but  the  obligation  to  serve  in  the  mi- 
litia :{:  continued  as  a  necessary  evil ;  and  it  has  always  been 
thought  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  limit  the  prerogative 
of  the  Crown  to  prorogue  or  dissolve  Parliament  at  plea- 
sure §,  the  constant  necessity  for  votes  of  supply  abundantly 
securing  the  summoning  and  the  sitting  of  legislative  as- 
semblies. The  law  respecting  Qiio  JVarrantos  and  Inform- 
ations in  the  King's  Bench,  though  not  substantially  altered, 
has  been  regulated  in  practice  so  as  to  avoid  all  oppression 
or  abuse.  Somers's  views  were  disappointed  only  with  re- 
spect to  the  church.  ||  Preserving  all  respect  for  the  property 
and  rights  of  the  clergy,  he  evidently  contemplated  a  larger 
measure  of  religious  freedom  than  he  was  able  to  accomplish, 
or  than  was  enjoyed  in  England  till  very  recent  times ;  and, 
wishing  to  repair  the  bad  faith  of  Lord  Clarendon  at  the 
Restoration,  he  was  in  hopes  that  the  establishment  might  be 
made  more  comprehensive.  IF  It  may  further  be  observed, 
that  the  "Declaration  of  Rights"  and  the  "  Bill  of  Rights" 
supplied  a  deficiency  in  the  "  Report"  by  embracing  the 
recent  illegal  prosecutions  in  violation  of  parliamentary  pri- 
vilege, and  in  requiring  security  for  the  liberty  of  the  ])ress. 

>Ve  cannot  sutticiently  admire  the  skill  with  winch  homers  tion  settled 
encountered  the  difificultics  oijposedto  him.    Xotwitlistandiiifx  ''v  V"^^     ^ 

^         "^  ^  _  ~     wisdom  of 

the  strong   ])rejudices  of  the   Tory  party,  comprehending  a   S)incis. 

*    Declaration  of  Ki,i;lits  and   I'.ill  of  Rights. 

t    Abrogated  l)y   1  W.  e^   M.  e    lo.  '  |    Art.   5. 

^    Art.  !).  and  10.  ||    .Art.  13. -"2.  ^    .\rt.   1';. 
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large  proportion  of  the  Avealth  and  rank  of  the  country, 
he  contrived,  with  a  few  exceptions,  to  have  the  constitu- 
tion placed  on  Avhat  he  considered  its  true  basis.  There 
was  a  small  republican  i)arty  still  subsisting ;  but  he  by  no 
means  belonged  to  it,  for  he  thovight  that  under  a  limited 
monarchy,  enlightened  public  opinion  had  the  greatest  in- 
fluence, and  general  prosperity  was  best  secured.* 

When  the  ministry  was  formed  after  the  proclamation  of 
William  and  Mary  as  King  and  Queen,  the  merits  of  Somers 
were  by  no  means  overlooked.  The  leaders  who  had  been 
guided  by  his  advice  were  desirous  still  to  avail  themselves  of 
his  services,  and  through  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  he  had  been 
made  personally  known  to  William,  who,  from  their  first 
interview,  placed  more  confidence  in  him  than  in  any  English 
lie  is  made  politician.  Wc  arc  surprised  therefore  to  find  him  only  in 
the  subordinate  oflSce  of  Solicitor-General.  But  he  would 
not  renounce  politics  by  becoming  a  Common-law  Judge ; 
the  aristocratic  Whigs  have  ever  been  slow  to  associate 
Avitli  themselves  in  high  office  any  one  who  cannot  boast 
of  distinguished  birth  f  :  he  would  not  leave  the  bar  for  tlic 
precarious  appointment  of  Lord  Commissioner  of  the  Great 
Seal ;  and,  agreeing  to  become  a  law-officer  of  the  croAvn,  he 
confessed  that  Sir  George  Treby,  who  was  to  be  his  colleague, 
and  who  was  greatly  his  senior,  could  not  be  asked  to  serve 
inidcr  him. — -At  the  same  time  he  submitted  to  be  knighted. :}: 
But  though  never  eager  to  put  himself  forward,  he  had 
much    more    welsiht   in    the  House    of   Commons   than  the 


Solicilo 
GeiK'ial, 
and 
kiiitrlited. 


*  With  the  exception  of  parliamentary  Reform,  which  was  tlion  little  thonjilit 
of,  altlioiiyh  a  more  ecjiial  representation  of  ttie  jieojile  will  be  found  referred  to 
ill  some  of  tlie  pamphlets  of  that  day,  there  is  hardly  any  constitutional  im- 
provement which  may  not  be  traced  to  the  recommendation  of  tlie  i)atriots  of 

I  'I'lie  most  strikini;  instance  of  this  is  the  exclusion  of  Edmund  Burke  from 
tlie  Cabinet  on  the  formation  of  the  Kockingham  administration,  after  he  had 
led  the  opjiosition  for  years  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  exclusion  of 
Sheridan  irom  the  Cabinet  in  1  SOf;  would  lie  still  more  extraordinary,  if  it  were 
not  accounted  for  by  t!ie  unfortunate  liabits  which  he  had  tlien  contracted. 

I    He  was  inmiediately  made  a  JJencher  of  the  Middle  Temple. 

"  Ad  Tarliamentu  teiitu  10"'"  die  3Iaij   KiSit" 

"  ^^  .lohn  Sonicrs  beinn;  made  ve  Kinijs  Sollicito"'  Ciencrall  is  called  to  the 
Ilencli." 

About  tlio  same  time  he  was  elected   Kecorder  uf  tlie  cilv  of  Ciionce- ti-r. 
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Attorney  General,  and  while  he  was  desirous  of  affording  all     CHAP, 
fair  assistance  to  the  Government,  he  never  forgot  the  prin- 


ciples  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  which  he  had  before  pro-   ^^y^  jg 
fessed.     His  first  official  speech  was  in  support  of  the  "  Bill   '689. 

•  -r>     T  Convcn- 

for  declaring  the  Convention  a  rarhament,  contrary  to  tion  turned 
the  opinion  of  those  who  questioned  its  legality,  because  Jl'^JJ^^^f"""' 
it  was  not  summoned  by  royal  writ.  "  He  said,  '  if  this 
were  not  a  legal  parliament,  they  who  had  taken  the  oaths 
which  it  prescribed  were  guilty  of  high  treason ;  the  laws 
repealed  by  it  were  still  in  force ;  all  concerned  in  levying, 
collecting,  or  paying  taxes  under  its  statutes,  were  highly 
criminal,  and  the  whole  nation  must  presently  return  to  King 
James.'  This  he  spoke  with  much  zeal,  and  such  an  as- 
cendant of  authority,  that  none  was  prepared  to  answer  it ; 
so  the  bill  passed  without  any  more  opposition.  This  was  a 
great  service  done  in  a  very  critical  time,  and  contributed  not 
a  little  to  raise  Somers's  character."  * 

He  carried  through  the  Toleration  Act  f,  which,  if  its 
conditions  had  been  strictly  enforced,  would  have  been  found 
a  most  scanty  measure  of  religious  liberty.  |  He  found  that 
the  scheme  of  comprehension  which  he  had  contemplated  for 
England  was  impracticable.  But  he  had  the  satisfaction  of 
successfully  advising  the  King  to  agree  to  the  establishment 
in  Scotland  of  the  Presbyterian  religion,  —  devotedly 
cherished  by  the  vast  majority  of  tlic  inhabitants  of  that 
kingdom,  —  whereby  the  most  discontented,  turl)ulent,  and 
miserable  nation  in  Europe  soon  became  loyal,  peaceable, 
and  prosperous. 

The  next  important  question   agitated   was,  whether  the   Qy'i'""*?, 
revenue  granted  dunng  tJic  liic  or  Knig  James  had  expn-edr'  taxes 
The  courtiers,  to  please  AYilliam,  contended  that  this  revenue  Jj''«»te(l 


(luniii 


tlK 


lis  alKIKM- 

tioii ': 


was  vested  in  their  present  Majesties  during  the  natural  life  liti-  of 
of  the  abdicated  monarch:  but  Somcrs,  '' f/7u  pot  ins  vdtr'uc  J^""*-"^  ''■ 

'  '111  eximcd  oi 

opes  (iiujcrl  (juum  regis  inaluit,''^  argued,  that  "  looking  to  the  his  ainl 
})rcamble  of  the  act  granting  the  revenue,  which  specifies  the 

*    Ihirnet,  iii.  57.  f    1    W.  &  I\I    st.  I.  c.  18. 

\  Its  hcnelits  were  confined  to  Dissenters  who  professed  a  belief  in  almost  all 
the  (loetriiics  of  tlie  ("luirch  of  Eiijrlaiul  ;  but  it  was  very  liberally  interpreted, 
and  by  and  !>y,  the  most  eryinj^  grievances  of  the  Dissenters  were  practically 
remedied  by  tlie  annual   Indemnity  Act. 
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purpose  of  the  grant  when  it  was  limited  to  the  King's  life,  it 
must  be  intended  for  his  reign ;  abdication  works  a  demise  of 
the  crown ;  after  which  the  natural  life  of  him  who  had 
reigned  cannot  be  recognised."  He  therefore  suggested  a 
more  rational  and  constitutional  course,  and  the  House  of 
Commons  being  of  opinion  that  the  revenue  had  expired,  an 
act  passed  "  granting  a  present  aid  to  their  Majesties."  * 

He  then  assisted  in  the  grand  reform  of  appropriating  the 
revenue  to  the  public  service  —  making  the  King  a  proper 
allowance  for  his  personal  and  household  expences  —  which 
was  one  of  the  most  important  results  of  the  Revolution,  a 
sovereign  having  previously  plunged  the  nation  into  foreign 
Avar  that  he  might  obtain  money  to  lavish  upon  his  mistresses. 
Somers  never  used  overbearing  language  in  parliament,  and 
on  this  occasion  he  modestly  concluded  his  speech  with  the 
words  "  Settle  it  as  you  please."  f 

When  the  terms  of  the  coronation  oath  came  to  be  dis- 
cussed he  supported  an  amendment,  the  adoption  of  whicli 
would  have  saved  much  unnecessary  pain  to  royal  consciences, 
and  would  have  deprived  bigotry  of  an  unfair  weapon.  In- 
stead of  the  words,  "  Will  you,  to  the  utmost  of  your  power, 
maintain  the  true  profession  of  the  gospel  and  the  Protestant 
reformed  religion  established  hy  law  f  Mr.  Hampden  moved 
to  insert  the  words,  *•'  the  true  profession  of  the  gospel,  and  the 
Protestant  reformed  religion  as  it  may  he  established  according 
to  the  laxos  for  the  time  being.'''  Somers  contended  that  the 
Avords  to  be  added  Avere  an  improvement,  as  obviating  all  doubt 
respecting  the  poAver  of  the  legislature.  He  met  the  argument 
"  tliat  they  Avere  going  about  to  alter  the  government  of  the 
Churcli,"  by  urging  that  though  tlio  constitution  be  as  good 
as  possible  for  the  present  time,  none  can  be  good  at  all  times. 
"  Therefore,"  said  lie,  "  I  am  for  the  Avord  may,  and  that  Avill 
be  a  remedy  at  all  times"  Put  the  amendment  Avas  negatived 
by  a  mnjority  of  188  to  149  X,  and  the  fomidation  Avas  laid 
for  the  ar<2;ument  that  the  coronation  oath  is  bindino-  on  the 


*  1  \V.  tS;  ]\I.  c.  8.  Tiie  statute  provitkd  that  all  Acts  passed  sliould  liave 
reference  to  the  l;;th  of  Fehruary  as  tiie  first  day  of  the  Session,  —  heinj;  the  day 
when  tiie  Khi;;  jind  Ciueen  agreed  to  t.ike  the  L'overnnieiit.  — See  Cirev's  l)e- 
l.ates,  ,..  !,:',. 

t    '.    I'avl.   Hist.,  111. 

t    r>    I'arl.    Hist.  liOl.    Stat.   1   W.  cSc  M.  c.  V>.  ;    12  i<v   13  W.  .';.  c.  2. 
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sovereign  in  his  legislative  capacity,  and  is  violated  by  giving     CHAP. 
the  royal  assent  to  such  laws  as  "  The  Catholic  Relief  Bill,"  ' 


or  "  The  Bill  for  repealing  the  Test  Act,"  or  "  The  Bill  for 
granting  an  additional  endowment  to  Maynooth," — an  argu- 
ment which  has  great  weight  with  many  well-meaning  persons, 
although  it  was  scouted  even  by  Lord  Kenyon  in  his  cor- 
respondence with  George  III. 

Somers  was   defeated  in  another  attempt  for  which  he  has   Attempt  to 
been  a  good  deal  censured,  althouGi;li  I  think  uniustly.     Into  'J'"^'"'''-' 
the  "  Bill  for  restoring  corporations,"  he  introduced  a  clause  poiations 
which  excluded  for  the  simcc  of  seven  years  from  municipal  ^''^^''oi'aJ 

i-  J  x         concurred 

offices  of  trust  "  all  Avho  had  acted  or  were  concerned  in  sur-  in  disfran- 
renderlng  charters."     This  was  no  doubt  intended  to  maintain  forp"r?i. 
the  superiority  of  the  Whigs  ;  but  the  profligate  activity  and  tionsin  the 
cowardly  submissiveuess  of  the  opposite  party  in  yielding  to  ^^,Ln.    " 
the  quo  ivarrantos,  by  which   all  free  municipal  institutions 
had  been   swept  away  in  the  late   reign,  seemed  to  deserve 
this  censure,  and  the   measure  could  by  no  means  be  put  on  a 
level  vMh.  the  Corporation  Act  of  Charles  II.,  which  created 
perpetual    disabilities.      "  As    the  Dissenters,  unquestioned 
friends  of  the  Ilcvolution,  had  been  universally  excluded  by 
that  statute,  and  the   Tories  liad  lately  been  strong  enough 
to   prevent  their  readmisslon,  it   was  not   unfair  to  provide 
some   security  against   men   who,  in  spite   of  their  oaths  of 
allegiance,  were  not  likely  thoroughly  to  have  alyured  their 
former  principles."  *     Xotwithstanding  the  strenuous  support 
of  the  Solicitor  General,    the  clause  was  lost,  so  that  tliose 
wlio   liad   come  into  corjjorations  by  very  ill  means,  retained 
tlieir  power,  and,  as  aj>pcared  at  the  next  general  election,  the 
lievolution  party  was  alarmingly  weakened,  f 

In   looking   through   and  considering  Sumcrs's  speeches  in    iiisinicon- 
the    House   of  Commons,   I  find  one  instance,  and  one  onlv,   ^'it"*'""''' 

.  .         .  '        (loftniii', 

in  wliich  he   maintains  what  I  consider  unconstitutional  and  tiiat  Parlia- 
(laiKrcrous   doctrine.      To  the   "  IVill  for  reo-ulatint:  trials  for   '"7'*. '"''>■ 

■^  -^  •  I II I  lie  ltd!  If 

High    Ti'cason  *'  passed    l)y    tlie   Connnons,   the   J^ords    liad   (iiclaiv- 
added  a   proviso,  which,  avIu'u   the   amendment  eanie  back  to   ^^^^^ 
be  considered,   it  was  ol)jected  would  interfere  with  tiie  su})- 

*     Hall.  Cdiist,   Hist.   ill.   1,1,'». 

t    Sjl-  Coin.  Jour.   ii.  10.  Jan.  ir,!l0.      ,5  Pari.   HKt.  50S. 
II  :> 
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CHAP,     posed  right  of  the  Commons  to  proceed  by  impeachment  for 
^^^^''      other  treasons  than  those  specified  in  25th  Edward  III.,  and 
'  which  by  that  statute  are  reserved  for  the  judgment  of  par- 

liament, by  the  words  "in  doubtful  treasons  the  Judges 
shall  tarry  and  not  proceed  till  the  parliament  have  declared 
the  same."  I  have  expressed  a  strong  opinion  that  these 
words  only  reserve  the  power  of  parliament  legislatively  and 
prospectively  to  declare  new  treasons ;  and  certainly  there 
would  be  no  safety  for  mankind,  if,  upon  a  parliamentary 
impeachment,  a  man  may  be  punished  as  a  traitor  for  any  act 
wliich  the  Commons  charge,  and  the  Lords  find,  to  be 
treason,  although  never  before  considered  to  have  this  cha- 
racter. Mr.  Solicitor,  however,  makes  a  speech  against  the 
amendment  not  very  courteous  to  the  Upper  House.  "  The 
more  dark,"  says  he,  "  the  Lords'  amendments  are,  the  more 
they  are  to  be  suspected.  The  House  of  Commons  go  from 
their  dignity  and  lessen  themselves  by  listening  to  such 
amendments.  The  power  of  impeachment  ought  to  be  like 
Goliah's  sword,  kept  in  the  Temple,  and  not  used*  but  on 
great  occasions.  The  security  of  your  constitution  is  lost 
when  you  lose  this  power.  The  statute  of  25th  Edward  III. 
(lid  foresee  that  men  would  be  above  the  law,  and  I  believe 
did  not  take  away  those  that  were  treasons  at  common  law. 
Scductlo  Be(/'is  can  be  punished  no  otherwise  than  in  parlia- 
ment. Let  us  adhere  to  our  Bill  as  we  passed  it.''  *  In 
consequence  of  this  unwise  controversy  stirred  u[)  be- 
t\vecn  the  two  Houses,  the  passing  of  a  most  useful  law, 
allowing  to  the  accused,  in  prosecutions  for  treason,  a  copy 
oi'  the  indictment,  a  list  of  the  jury  and  of  tlie  Avitnesscs, 
and  a  full  defence  by  counsel,  was  postponed  for  some  years. -j- 
Jiut  the  doctrine  of  the  power  of  parliament,  judicially  and 
retrospectively  to  declare  new  treasons  upon  wliich  such  out- 

,)  Pari.  Hist.  fiTV  —  GSO,  712.  Tills  I)cin<:f  the  last  occasion  of  my  inciitioii- 
iiii;  .Soiiiurs  as  a  Menihcr  of  the  House  of  Commons,  I  must  express  my  deep 
sorrow  for  the  inadecjuacy  of  our  means  of  judginir  of  iiis  oratory  from  the 
\cry  imperfect  reports  we  iiave  of  iiis  speeclies  there.  He  did  that  justice  to 
others  whieh  lie  himself  lias  not  experienced.  During  the  first  Session  of  (he 
Convention  Parliament  he  took  notes  of  the  debates,  wliich  are  still  prcsersed. 
^ind  whuh,  heing  full,  clear,  and  spirited,  give  us  a  very  lively  notion  of  tiie 
elocpinire  of  the  leaders  ..n  l.uth  sides. —'.See  Hardwicke  State  Papers,  vol.  li. 
•lOI,   ,Se. 

t    See  7  W.  :;.  c.  :;.      7  Ann.    c.  'J I. 
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rages  were  perpetrated  in  the  time  of  Charles  I.,  both  by  the     cilAP. 
court  and  the  popular  party,  has  been  heard  of  no  more.  evil. 


Somers,  in  conducting  prosecutions  officially  before  courts  xhe  ad- 
of  justice,  was  most  mild,  candid,  and  merciful.     The  first  mirabie 
state  trial  in  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary  was  that  of  which  tiiu 
Lord  Preston :  and  it  is  a  true  refreshment  to  peruse  the  Prosecution 

...  .    .  *"  Lord 

report  of  it,  as  it  is  in  every  respect  a  striking  contrast  to  all  Preston  for 
that  had  preceded  it.  Mr.  Macaulay  justly  observes,  that  '"^''  ^^^'^' 
"  The  earlier  volumes  of  the  State  Trials  are  the  most  conducted, 
frightful  record  of  baseness  and  depravity  in  the  world.  Our 
hatred  is  altogether  turned  away  from  the  crimes  and  the 
criminals,  and  directed  against  the  law  and  its  ministers. 
We  see  villanies  as  black  as  ever  were  imputed  to  any  pri- 
soner, at  any  bar,  daily  committed  on  the  bench  and  in  the 
jury-box."*  It  is  difficult  to  believe,  that  little  more  than 
three  years  had  elapsed  between  the  prosecution  of  the  Seven 
Bishops  and  the  prosecution  of  Lord  Preston,  as  we  seem 
suddenly  transferred  to  another  age,  or  to  a  distant  country, 
where  the  principles  of  justice  were  held  sacred  instead  of  being 
violated  and  despised.  The  Judges  Avere  Holt,  Pollexfen, 
and  Atkyns,  the  three  chiefs  of  the  common-law  Courts,  who 
had  been  selected  for  their  learning,  talents,  and  integrity. 
A  decent  excuse  was  found  for  the  absence  of  the  King's 
Serjeant  and  the  Attorney  General;- — and,  to  consult  the 
credit  of  the  Government,  the  case  for  the  Crown  was  con- 
<lucted  by  Mr.  Solicitor  Somers. 

After  some  preliminary  objections  had  been  answered  and 
overruled  in  a  tone  of  kindness,  he  opened  the  case  to  the 
jury  -with  beautiful  simplicity  and  moderation  ;  laying  down 
tlie  law  of  treason  with  })crrect  correctness  as  well  as  pre- 
cision, never  overstating  the  i'acts  which  were  afterwards  to 
be  ])roved,  and  abstaining  from  all  observations  which  could 
tend  to  raise  a  prejudice  against  the  accused,  lie  thus  eon- 
fhuled,  "•  (ientlenicn,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  the  evidence, 
iirst  calling  the  Ihing  witnesses,  and  then  reading  the  papers 
which  win  be  proved  to  be  in  the  handwriting  ol'  the  prisoner, 
or  to  have  been  found  in  his  possession;  and  when  you  have 
hcaj-d  what  the  witnesses  say,  and  wliat  the  [>apers  contain,  we 

■^    IMacaulay's  Es^avs,  vol.   ii.   p.    'J70. 
1 1    I 
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CHAP,     must  leave  it  to  your  consideration,  and  submit  all  to  the 

'__  direction  of  the  Court." 

The  evidence  was  then  adduced,  every  iota  of  it  being 
such  as  would  now  be  received  by  those  upright  Judges, 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Denman  and  Lord  Chief  Justice  Tindal, 
and  it  clearly  established  the  charge  that  Lord  Preston  had 
engaged  in  a  Jacobite  plot  to  dethrone  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary,  by  means  of  the  invasion  of  a  French  army. 
While  Lord  C.  J.  Holt  was  summing  up,  the  prisoner  fre- 
quently interrupted  him,  and  a  specimen  of  the  dialogue 
between  them  may  be  instructive.  The  Judge  comment- 
ing upon  a  paper  which  purported  to  be  "  Heads  for  a 
declaration  by  the  King  of  France  on  his  landing,  that  he 
did  not  come  to  make  an  entire  conquest,"  Lord  Preston 
interposes,  "  My  Lord,  with  submission  to  your  Lordship,  I 
hope  you  will  please  to  remember  and  observe  to  the  Jury 
that  paper  was  not  found  about  me."  Lord  C.  J.  Holt  — 
"  No,  my  Lord,  it  was  not ;  but  good  my  Lord,  give  me 
your  fixvour,  I  will  certainly  observe  every  thing  that  is 
fitting,  but  I  cannot  speak  all  my  words  at  once.  Gentlemen, 
my  Lord  Preston  Insists  upon  it  that  this  paper  was  not 
found  about  him.  It  is  true,  but  you  have  three  witnesses, 
JNIr.  Townshcnd,  Mr.  Bland,  and  Mr.  Warr  were  produced, 
to  prove  the  paper  to  be  in  my  Lord's  hand :  oNlr.  Town- 
ishend  tells  you  he  was  acquainted  pretty  well  with  my 
Ijord's  liand ;  he  was  one  of  his  clerks  in  the  otfice  of  the 
wardrobe ;  ho  says  he  has  seen  my  Lord  write  several  times:, 
and  does  believe  the  writing  to  be  Ills  hand;  and  to  the  same 
j)ui-j)osc  says  Bland,  and  Warr,  who  has  seen  him  write, 
swears  that  he  believes  it  to  be  his  hand."  Lord  Preston. — 
"  1  hope  your  Lordshij)  will  please  to  observe  to  the  Jury 
that  this  is  only  a  proof  by  similitude  of  hands."  Lord  C. 
J.  Holt.  — "  They  only  say  they  believe  it  to  be  your  hand. 
Nobody  says  they  saw  you  write  it."  Lord  Presto)!.  —  '•  1 
give  your  Lordship  thanks  for  observing  that  the  pai)cr  was 
not  ])roved  to  liave  been  taken  upon  me;  but  I  beg  pardon 
for  Interrupt  lug  of  your  Lordship."  L.ord  C.  J.  Holt.  —  "  In- 
tei-rupt  nic  as  nuieli  as  you  phrase,  if  I  do  not  observe  rlglit : 
I  will  assure  vou  I  will  do  vou  no  wronir  wllllnulv."     The 
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summing  up   being   concluded,   Lord  Preston  begged  per-     CIIAP. 

mission  again  to    address  the  Jury  before  they  went   out.   '__ 

Lord  C.  J.  Holt  — "  Your  Lordship  should  have  said  what 
you  had  to  say  before :  it  is  contrary  to  the  course  of  all 
proceedings  in  such  cases  to  have  any  thing  said  to  the  Jury 
after  the  Court  has  summed  up  the  evidence.  But  we  will 
dispense  with  the  rule.  Wliat  has  your  Lordship  to  say  ? " 
Lord  Preston. —  "  My  Lord,  I  humbly  thank  your  Lorship; 
I  am  not  acquainted  with  such  proceedings."  Lord  C.  J. 
Holt.  —  "You  know  I  permitted  your  Lordship  to  interrupt 
me  as  much  as  you  would,  which  Avas  never  done  before  in 
any  such  case."  He  was  then  patiently  heard,  and  he  chiefly 
complained  that  after  the  Revolution  when  he  had  been  de- 
prived of  the  places  which  he  held  under  King  James,  and 
wished  to  live  a  retired  life,  he  had  been  twice  imprisoned 
in  the  Tower,  which  filled  him  with  a  desire  to  leave  the 
country.  Holt  mildly  answered,  "  Suppose  your  Lordship 
did  think  yourself  hardly  used,  yet  your  Lordship  must  re- 
member it  was  in  a  time  of  danger  tliat  your  Lordship  Avas 
taken  up,  and  you  had  showed  your  dissatisfaction  Avith  the 
j)resent  government,  and  therefore  they  Avere  not  to  be 
l)lamed  if  they  secured  themselves  against  you."* 

The  Jury,  avIio  had  been  most  impartially  selected,  after 
retiring  fur  half  an  hour,  brought  in  a  verdict  of  gu'dtj/  — 
upon  Avhieh  Lord  C.  J.  Pollexfen  cahnly  remarked,  "  I  think 
truly,  gentlemen,  you  have  dune  according  to  your  evidence  ; 
and  though  it  be  a  hard  case  upon  particular  men  Avho  have 
brought  themselves  into  these  Inconveniences,  yet  it  is  neces- 
sary that  justice  should  have  its  due  course,  or  else  there  is 
no  safety  fur  any  society  or  government." 

The  full  merit  of  the  conduct  of  this  prosecution  cannot 
l)e  fully  appreciated  without  recollecting  that  the  case  Avas 
intensely  ])olilical ;  that  if  the  prisoner's  ])arty  had  prevailed, 
the  .ludges  and  the  counsel  would  Ikiac  exchanged  places 
with  him;  and  that,  according  to  all  former  precedents,  he 
out;Iit  to  have  been  convicted  without  being  hcaicl,  or  to  have 
!)cen  attainted  by  act  of  parliament,  and  iuunediately  led  uut 

*    "  Urs  dura,  ft  rcrrni  novita';,  mo  talia  CDL'unt 
Mulii'i,  it  l.ite  tiiK's  cu'.todL-  tiuri.'" 
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CHAP,     to  execution.     But  the  majesty  of  the  law  being  vindicated, 
^'^'^"      — on  the  recommendation  of  Somcrs,  Lord  Preston  received 


a  free  pardon.* 
Dcciara-  While  still  Solicitor  General,  Somcrs  was  consulted  con- 

tiou  ot  war  fj^^ntially  by  the  Government  on  all  public  measures,  and  to 
France  liim  was  assigned  the  task  of  drawing  the  declaration  of  war 
drawn  by  ^g^ingt  Francc.  This  is  a  very  able  state  paper,  —  although, 
the  denial  of  the  new  Sovereign's  right  to  the  crown  not  being 
referred  to,  the  list  of  grievances  docs  not  appear  very  for- 
midable ;  and,  to  tickle  the  national  vanity,  it  was  considered 
necessary  to  complain  that  Louis  had  not  recognised  our 
sovereignty  of  the  narrow  seas,  —  which  had  been  virtually 
renounced  by  Charles  IL,  in  his  last  treaty  with  the  Dutch : 
"  The  right  of  flag  inherent  in  the  crown  of  England,"  Wil- 
liam is  made  to  say,  "  has  been  disputed  by  orders  of  the 
French  King,  in  violation  of  our  sovereignty  of  the  narrow 
seas,  which  in  all  ages  has  been  asserted  by  our  predecessors, 
and  we  are  resolved  to  maintain  for  the  honour  of  our  crown 
and  of  the  English  nation."  After  denouncing  the  ill  treat- 
ment which  English  subjects  had  experienced  in  France,  it 
magnanimously  concludes  with  an  assurance  "  that  all  French- 
men in  the  British  dominions  behaving  themselves  peaceably 
shall  be  safe  in  their  pci'sons  and  estates,  and  free  from  mo- 
lestation and  trouble  of  any  kind." 
S);ni,rs  Ou  tlic  2d  of  May,   1692,   Somcrs  was   promoted   to   be 

(icii'ji'al.'  Attorney  General  in  consequence  of  the  a])pointment  of  Sir 
George  Treby  to  succeed  Pollcxfen  as  Lord  Cliief  Justice  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  liad  previously  been  the 
first  man  in  point  of  practice  at  the  bar,  being  retained  in  all 
private  causes  of  any  importance,  as  well  as  conducting  the 
Juno,  prosecutions  of    the  Government.      lie  Avas  counsel  lor  the 

'','''■-'•    ,  .     i)laintiff  in   the  ci;reat   case   of  tlie   Duke  of  Nolfulk  v.  (}it- 

(    i>\\\\\v\      111  _  '_  .  . 

(iio  iir^t  au-  Viable,  the  first  instance  on  record  of  an  action  pccidiar  to 
England,  and  not  very  creditable  to  our  jurisprudence  —  to 
recover  a  ])ecuniary  compensation  for  criminal  conversation 
with  tlie  i»laintilf's  wife.  It  was  now  established,  contrary 
to  the  opinion  of  the  early  English  reformers,  and  contrary 

*■    12    Si.   Tr.  O'lO— S-"J. 


m  t 
rrim. 
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to  the  practice  of  all  other  protestant  countries,  that  marriage     CHAP. 

could  not  be  dissolved,  even  for  adultery,  by  the  ordinary  ' 

tribunals  :  but  in  the  case  of  Lord  de  Roos  *  the  legislature 
had  granted  relief  to  the  injured  husband  by  a  special  act  of 
parliament.  On  the  authority  of  this  precedent  the  Duke 
2:)resented  a  divorce  bill  in  the  House  of  Lords,  on  the  ground 
of  adultery  between  the  Duchess  and  Sir  John  Germaine, 
as  he  had  obtained  a  sentence  of  separation  a  mensd  et  thoro  ; 
but  as  the  evidence  was  doubtful,  the  bill  was  negatived.  He 
was  then  advised  to  have  the  fact  proved  in  a  court  of  law, 
and  he  brought  the  present  action,  laying  the  damages  at 
100,000/.  The  trial  came  on  before  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Holt ;  and  the  new  Attorney  General  appeared  for  the  plain- 
tiiF.  Instead  of  a  lengthy  and  exaggerated  statement  of 
the  wrongs  of  the  injured  husband,  such  as  would  now  be 
expected,  he  stated  the  nature  of  the  case  in  a  few  plain 
sentences,  saying,  "  our  proofs  are  such  as  I  am  ashamed  to 
repeat  them."  There  being  a  plea  of  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions, the  difficulty  was  to  give  the  requisite  evidence  within 
six  years  before  the  commencement  of  the  action.  The  jury 
found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  with  100  marks  damages. 
"  Upon  which  they  had  a  severe  reprimand  from  the  Court 
for  giving  so  small  and  scandalous  a  fine,"  —  but  without 
sufficient  cause,  as  there  was  great  reason  to  suspect  that  the 
Duke  had  connived  at  his  own  dishonour.  He  was  not  able 
to  carry  his  divorce  bill  till  Somers  was  Chancellor,  f 

The  only  otlicr  case  of  much  importance  in  which  this  ,,''"!, ''' 
distinguished  Attorney  General  is  recorded  to  have  appeared  lie  c^n- 
:i3  counsel  at  the  bar,  was  that  of  Lord  jNIohun,  indicted  for  '  '"^  ^I"■"" 

'  '  sedition 

the   murder  of  William  IVIountford.      The   trial  took  place  .ii^ainst 
before    the    House    of  Peers,    the    Marquis   of  Carmarthen    Vioimn 
acting    as    Lord    Hlgli    Steward.       jNIr.    Attorney    General  for  immier. 
Souicrs   conducted   the   prosecution,   and   again   furnislied    a 
most  valuable  illustration  of  the  duties  of  an  officer  of  the 
Crown  upon  such  an  occasion.       After  a  few    observations 
on  the  law  of  the  case,  he  said,   "  My  Lords,  it  is  my  ])art 
to  give  an  account  of  the  nature  of  the  evidence,  to  the  end 

■*"  A.  I).  !(;;»:». 

I    .Sec  IL'  St.  'J'r.  SS.; — i),;o.  ;    Mikciul'ch's  I'laLticc  of  llousc  ul'  Loid^.  .lO'-'. 


108  KEIGN   OF    WILLIAM   AND   MAllY. 

(^11 A  P.     that   your   Lordships   may  more  easily  go  along  with  the 
witnesses  as  they  are  examined,  and  more  readily  make  your 


observations  on  what  they  say.  This  I  shall  do  as  shortly 
and  as  exactly  as  I  can,  without  pretending  to  aggravate 
any  thing,  which  I  could  never  think  did  become  any  one 
in  my  station ;  and  I  am  sure  would  be  to  very  little  purpose 
upon  such  a  judicature  as  this ;  for,  after  all,  your  Lordships 
will  found  your  judgments  upon  the  fact,  not  as  it  is  re- 
presented by  us,  but  as  it  appears  upon  the  oaths  of  the 
witnesses." 

The  deceased,   a  favourite  comic  actor,  had  been  a  lover 

of  the  celebrated  ISIrs.  Bracegirdle,  and  had  been  killed  in 

an  affray  which  arose  out  of  an  attempt  forcibly   to    carry 

her  off  from  Drury  Lane.     After  many  abstract  questions 

put    to    the    Judges    respecting    the  crime  of  murder,    the 

noble  prisoner  was  acquitted  by  a  majority  of  69  to  14 ;  but, 

as  we  shall  see,  he  was  again  tried  for  a    similar    murder, 

and  he  was  at  length  killed  in  a  duek* 

Connicting        Bcforc  Souicrs  left  the  bar,  he  on  one  occasion  got  into 

Attorney       ^    vcry    disagreeable    embarrassment    from    his    conflicting 

tJenerai  in    jQ^i^^g  j^g  nicmbcr  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  assessor  to 

the  House  ....,' 

of  Com-        the  House  of  Lords.      While  sitting  in  St.  Stephen's  Chapel 
ni.Mis  cuu       ,^^  Chairman  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  Lords 

1  l.mse  ot  ' 

Lords  sent  for  him  to  advise  them  in  the  case  of  Lord  Banbury, 

who  being  charged  with  murder,  had  pleaded  his  2)ceragc. 
He  immediately  left  the  Chair  and  broke  up  the  Committee, 
which  gave  some  disgust  to  the  Commons ;  and  the  Lords, 
because  they  had  waited  some  time  for  him,  instituted  an 
inquiry  whether  the  Attorney  General  is  not  obliged  ]\v 
his  post  to  attend  their  House,  and  presented  an  address  to 
the  Crown,  praying  that  he  might  be  directed  to  do  so.  f 

*  I'J  St.  Tr.  950.  ;  1  Salk,  104.  ;  Skvn.  6S?,.  ;  Swift's  Journal  to  Stella,  1,7th 
Nov.  171'i.  t 

t  See  Lords  and  Com.  Joiirn.  ]C>93.  The  .Xttorney  General  is  summoned  lo 
the  House  of  Lords  by  a  writ  in  all  respects  the  same  as  that  of  a  i)eer.  omittinif 
thj  words  "ad  consentiendum."  On  the  trial  of  a  ])eer  he  sits  without  the  bar, 
if  he  Ije  a  niemher  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  within  the  bar  if  he  is  not. 
It  he  returns  his  writ,  lie  may  sit  on  the  woolsacks;  but  tlien  he  is  jireeluded 
from  jjleadino;  in  any  jjrivate  cause  at  the  l)ar.  I''rom  UJJO  to  IfJTO  no  Attorney 
(leneral  continued  a  memi)er  of  the  House  of  Commons  after  his  aiipointment. 
.Smce  then  he  has  always  l)een  a  member,  unless  casually,  since  the  Reform  Bill, 
from  the  dillicuitv  of  lindin;'  a  seat.      I'reviouslv  a  seat  was   found   for   him   by 
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Somers  remained  Attorney  General  rather  less  than  one  CHAP, 
year.  In  the  new  parliament  which  met  in  the  spring 
of  1693,  he  was  again  returned  as  representative  for  the 
city  of  Worcester,  and  in  sixteen  days  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Session  he  was  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal. 
The  complaints  of  the  administration  of  Justice  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery  had  become  so  loud  that  they  could  be  neglected 
no  longer,  and  all  eyes  were  turned  to  the  man  who,  prac- 
tising with  unrivalled  brilliancy,  had  shown,  as  an  advocate, 
moderation,  candour,  and  good  temper,  which  were  sure  to 
qualify  him  to  preside  as  a  Judge. 

The  Tory  section  in  the  Government,  while  they   could  Somers  re- 
not    deny   his    merit,    being  afraid    of  his  influence,   urged  ^];^,||^  ^^''jj 
various    pretences    for   delaying    his    promotion,    while    the  as  Lord 
Whigs  were  eager  to  see  him  the  ostensible  head,  as   he       ''^^^'^' 
had  long  been   the   most   efficient   leader,    of    their  party. 
Rumours   were   spread  of  a   speedy  transfer   of  the   Great 
Seal  to  abler  hands.      "  Fama  non  semper  errat ;  aliquando 
ctiam  et  digit;  "  and  on  the  23d  of  March  it  was  officially 
announced,   that    the    Great  Seal  having  been    surrendered 
l)y    the     Lords     Commissioners,     Trevor,     Rawlinson,     and 
Ilutchins,   had   been    delivered   to   Sir  John   Somers,   their 
^lajesties.    Attorney    General,    as   Lord    Keeper,    who  was 
at  the  same  time  sworn  of  their  Majesties'  Most  Honourable 
Privy  Council.* 


the  Treasury,  at  the  fixed  price  of  500/. — Ilis  proper  official  place  in  the  King''; 
Hench  is  under  the  Judges,  on  the  left  hand  of  the  blaster  of  the  Crown  Office. 
—  ll:dph  ascrihes  the  iiroceedings  taken  on  this  occasion  against  Somers  to  tlie 
spite  of  the  Jacobites. 

*  London  Gazette,  March  2:5.  1693.  "  His  Majesty  was  this  day  graciously 
])]eased  to  commit  the  custody  of  tiie  Great  Seal  to  the  Right  Honourable  Sir 
.Fohn  Somers,  their  Majesties'  Attorney  General,  who  was  accordingly  sworn 
Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  and  one  of  their  ^Majesties'  IVIost 
Honoinable  I'rivy  Council,  and  then  took  his  place  at  the  IJoard."  'J"he 
!)iographers  of  Souiers  have  generally  stated  that  he  was  ajipointed  Lord  Kee]ier 
on  the  day  of  his  installation,  .'id  !!May.  lilvelyn  brings  it  forward  a  few  days, 
writing  of  wliat  had  been  determined  upon,  although  not  formally  com])lete(l. 
"  liUh  March.  'J"he  Attorney  General  Somers  made  Lord  Keeper, — a  young 
lawyer  of  extraordinary  merit."  —  Uiari/. 
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CHAPTER  CVIII. 


CONTINUATION   OP   THE   LIFE   OF   LORD   SOMERS   TILL   HE   WAS 
UEl'KIVED   OF    THE    GREAT    SEAL. 

CMAP.     This  .appointment  gave  satisfaction  to  all  classes  of  the  com- 

C\  HI.      uiunity,  except  violent  political  opponents.     "  All  people," 

„       ,,        says  Burnet,  "  were  now  o;rovvn  weary  of  the  Great  Seal's 

iJuriiet  s  •{         _  ^  o  •' 

account  of  bciiig  in  commission :  it  made  the  proceedings  in  Chancery  to 
Somtrs's  ^^  botli  iHorc  dilatory  and  more  expensive ;  and  there  were 
appoint-  such  cxccptions  made  to  the  decrees  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
Lord  appeals  were  brought  against  most  of  them,  and  frequently 

Keiper.  ^]^gy  ^ycre  revcrscd.  Sir  John  Somers  had  now  got  great  re- 
putation, both  in  his  post  of  Attorney  General  and  in  the 
House  of  Commons :  so  the  King  gave  him  the  Great  Seal. 
He  was  very  learned  in  his  own  profession,  with  a  great  deal 
more  learning  in  otlier  professions,  in  divinity,  philosophy,  and 
history.  He  had  a  great  capacity  for  business,  with  an  ex- 
traordinary temper ;  for  he  Avas  fair  and  gentle,  perhaps  to  a 
fault,  so  that  he  had  all  the  patience  and  softness,  as  well  as 
the  justice  and  equity  becoming  a  great  magistrate.  He  had 
always  agreed  in  his  notions  with  the  Whigs,  and  had  studied 
to  bring  them  to  better  thoughts  of  the  King,  and  to  greater 


Coiigratu 
latioii  l)v 


confidence  in  him."  * 

Thus  was  the  new  Lord  Keeper  hailed  in  the  "  DisrEN- 
(iarth.  '        SAiir,"  by  Garth,  who,  after  describing  tlie  corruptit)n  and 
oppression  whicli  prevailed  before  the  Kevolution,  exclaims : 

"  Haste,  and  the  matchless  Atticus  address, 

From  lleav'u  and  great  Nassau  he  has  the  mace. 

Th'  oppress'd  to  his  y\syhnn  still  repair, 

Arts  he  su))ports,  and  learning  is  his  care. 

Me  softens  the  liarsli  rigor  of  the  laws, 

15]nnts  their  keen  edge,  and  cuts  their  harpy  claws  ; 

And  graciously  he  casts  a  i)itying  eye 

On  the  sad  state  of  virtuous  poverty. 

*    IJiiriiet,  iii.  lis. 
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Ill 


Whene'er  he  speaks,  Heav'ns  !  how  the  list'ning  throng  CHAP. 

Dwells  on  the  melting  music  of  his  tongue  ;  CVIIL 

And  when  the  power  of  eloquence  he'd  try,  ^ 

Here,  lightning  strikes  you;  there,  soft  breezes  sigh." 

On  the  first  day  of  Easter  term  following  he  was  publicly  May  s. 
installed  in  his  office,  and  took  the  oaths  in  the  Court  of  jf^^taiiation 
Chancery  in  Westminster  Hall.  *     I  do  not  find  any  account  in  West- 
of  the  procession  or  of  the  speeches  on  this  occasion.     From  jj^u 
the  modesty  of  his  nature  it  is  probable  that  he  contrived  to 
avoid  the  attendance  of  great  nobles  and  the  parade  which 
liad  given  such  delight  to  many  of  his  predecessors,  and  that, 
inwardly  resolved  to  do  his  duty  as  a  Judge,  he  avoided  the 
ostentatious  declaration  of  his  laudable  intentions. 

He  presided  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  seven  years  with  i-ord 
the  unbounded  applause  of  all  discerning  and  candid  men,  to  p„  Equity 
whatever  class  or  party  belonging.    The  highest  testimony  to  Ji'^lge. 
his  merit  consists  in  the  utterly  frivolous  charges  which  were 
afterwards  trumped  up  by  faction  against  his  judicial  conduct. 
All  contemporary  accounts  concur  in  praising  his  industry, 
his  patience,  his  courteousness,  and  the  uniform  serenity  of 
his  temper  under  every  provocation  of  j:)etulance,  and  of  dul- 
ness,  which  is  still  more  trying.    ^Ye  must  be  contented  Avith   His  jiult!;. 

I  11  .       .  1      "^         p  1  •      •      T    •    1  n  /»         incnts  ill 

tlic  general  description  wc  nave  oi  Ins  judicial  excellence ;  tor  reported, 
tliere  is  hardly  any  record  of  those  displays  of  learning,  ra- 
tiocination and  eloquence,  which  might  have  been  handed  down 
to  instruct  and  delight  future  generations.  Vernon  professes 
to  report  the  decisions  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  during  the 
whole  of  the  time  that  Lord  Somers  held  the  Great  Seal  f, 
and  Pecrc  AVilliains  from  1095  downwards  ^  ;  but  their  state- 
ments of  his  judgments  are  most  scanty  and  jejune,  and  we 
have  only  a  few  scattered  notices  of  cases  l)eforc  him  in  other 
reporters. 

I  should  say,  tliat  the  great  debt  of  gratitude  we  owe  liim   U'-'  ""■ 
as  an  Equity  Judge  arises  from  his  introducing  and  c.-^talilisli-  !,'t"K^,',"iVv 
ing  the  princii)les  and  doctrines  of  the  civil  law  on  tlic  subjects  '"';"'."  "'*' 

/■I  •  1        •    •  1       11         1  I'll  ei\il  law. 

ot  legacies,  trusts,  chanties,   and   all  others   to   which   tliey 
were  properly  a])[)licable.      The  early  Chancellors  were  well 

*    Crown  Oir.   .Alin.  foi.  I  10. 

t  •_'  W'lii.  -JST— :',7,;.  !    I   IVcio  Wins. 
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CHAP,  versed  in  the  civil  as  well  as  canon  law,  but  tlicy  never  thought 
CVIII.  q£  laying  down  general  rules ;  and  from  the  time  that  Equity 
began  to  assume  a  systematic  form,  Lord  Nottingham  was  the 
only  Chancellor  who  had  ever  opened  the  Pandects,  or  read 
any  commentators  on  that  immortal  code.  The  habit  of  re- 
ferrinjr  to  the  Civil  Law  Avhich  he  introduced,  had  been  almost 
forgotten  under  his  successors, — the  narrow-minded  Guilford, 
whose  only  solicitude  was  to  please  the  King  that  he  might 
keep  his  place  —  and  the  boisterous  Jeffreys,  whose  mind  was 
early  imbued  with  a  good  tincture  of  Common  Law,  but  who, 
when  he  rose  to  eminence,  was  too  much  occupied  Avith 
politics  and  drinking  to  do  more  than  try,  as  occasion  re- 
quired, to  recollect  what  he  had  formerly  learned.  But 
Somers  had  k6pt  up  the  familiar  and  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  Civil  Law  which  he  had  acquired  while  a  student  at 
Oxford.  Xow,  frequently  referring  to  it  during  the  argu- 
ments at  the  bar  and  in  his  judgments,  he  rendered  some  ac- 
quaintance with  it  indispensable  to  the  practitioners,  and  he 
introduced  into  his  Court  a  fashion  for  such  researches — which 
lasted  a  considerable  time  after  he  had  left  it.  If,  from  the 
training  for  the  Equity  bar,  more  recently  introduced,  which 
consists  in  preparing  bills  and  answers  in  a  draughtsman's 
office,  the  pure  fountains  of  Koman  jurisprudence  are  not 
often  approached,  the  want  is  not  so  much  felt,  after  the  en- 
lightened system  of  Equity  has  been  developed  and  may  be 
found  in  the  Digest  of  Chancery  lieports; — audit  is  not  now 
very  material  that  "  the  doctrine  of  the  Court "  is  supposed 
to  be  the  invention  of  Lord  Somers,  Lord  Cowpcr,  or  Lord 
Ilardwicke,  although  these  great  judges  drew  it  from  Ulpian, 
from  Vinnius,  or  from  Yoet.* 

I  will  mention  as  a  specimen,  that,  following  the  Civil  Law, 
Lord  Somers,  contrary  to  some  former  English  authorities, 
laid  down  the  rule  which  has  been  acknowledged  ever  since, 
that  a  bequest  of  chattels  of  a  durable  character,  such  as  plc- 

*  Lut  it  iKit  be  siij)])()se(l  that  I  iiK-au  to  throw  any  i)eciiliar  rctloction  on 
E()iiity  counsel,  wlio  are  (ieserviiij;  of  all  respect  ;    for  I  have  heard  it  reiieatcdly 

observed  in  the  Court  ofKinj^'s  l!ench "  iK-cording  to  the  say  inir  of  Lord  Hale, 

(j"i  prior  tsl  tniipiire  patior  c.-t  Jure,"  :<]]■]  '-let  us  never  forget  the  celebrated 
niaxiin  uf  Lord  liacon,  \,iii  tiatist  uildiici  (.inj'fio  ijusilnn  ni,  cujus  jutitur  disM- 
lutiu," 
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tures,  to  one  for  life,  —  remainder  to  another,  —  is  valid,  on     ^IJil^- 

the  ground  that  the  use  of  the  thing  only  shall  be  construed  '_ 

to  pass  to  the  first  taker,  and  not  the  thing  itself;  although 
a  gift  for  life  of  chattels  qucB  ipso  usu  consurmintur,  as  corn 
or  wine,  if  specific,  is  a  gift  of  the  property,  and  the  old  rule 
shall  prevail.  * —  So  he  settled  the  rule,  that  if  there  be  a 
legacy  to  a  daughter,  on  condition  that  she  do  not  marry 
without  consent  of  her  guardian,  the  condition  shall  be  con- 
strued only  in  terrorem,  and,  marrying  without  consent,  she 
shall  still  have  her  legacy,  unless  there  be  a  bequest  over  to 
another,  in  Avhich  case,  marrying  without  consent,  she  loses 
the  legacy,  f 

I  do  not  find  that  any  of  Lord  Somers's  decrees  were  re-  One  of  his 
versed,  except  that  in  Lawrence  v.  Lawrence,  respecting  an  reversed. 
implied  bar  of  dower,  by  acceptance  of  a  bequest  of  person- 
alty, and  a  devise  of  part  of  the  real  estate  under  a  will,  which 
devised  the  residue  of  the  real  estate  to  a  stranger.  He 
ruled,  according  to  the  intention,  that  dower  was  barred,  but 
it  was  held,  on  a  re-hearing  by  Lord  Keeper  Wright,  and 
afterwards,  on  appeal,  by  the  House  of  Lords,  that  dower 
might  still  be  claimed,  as  it  was  not  barred  expressly.  \ 

IVIore  I  cannot  venture  to  say  of  Somers  as  a  dispenser  of 
Equity.  But  while  he  held  the  Great  Seal  he  had  very  im- 
portant judicial  duties  to  perform  upon  a  trial  before  the 
Peers  for  mm-der,  and  upon  a  Avrit  of  error  from  tlie  Court 
of  Exchequer. 

The  same  Lord  Mohun  whom  he  had  prosecuted  for  murder  He  presides 
when  Attorney  General,  had  been  concerned,  along  with  the  jji„'i°" 
Earl  of  Warwick,  in  an  affray  in  a  tavern,  in  which  swords   Steward  at 
were    drawn,  and  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Coote  was  ^^.^  p^.^^^ 
killed.       The   two    noble    lords    being    capitally    arraigned,  for  murder. 
Somers  acted  as  Lord  High  Steward,  and  conducted  himself 
on    the    occasion    with    true    dignity    and   propriety.     Lord 
Warwick  appearing  at  the  bar,  with  the  gentleman-gaoler  of 
the  Tower  standing  by  his  side,  holding  an  axe,   the  edge  as 

*   Hyde  r.  Parrat,  1  P.  Wms.  1.;   2  ^'er^.  3;?1. 
f   Stratton  v.  Gryincs,  2  Vern.,  ;5j7. 

\  However,  Lord  Somers's  view  of  making  it  a  question  of  intention  was 
much  favoured  hy  Lord  Ehlon,  in  CJarthshore  c.  ("liailie,  10  Yes.  '20. 

Aoi,.   IV.  r 
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CHAP,     yet  turned  from  the  prisoner,  his  Grace  said  to  hlra,  "It 

ought  to  be  a  support  to  your  mind  sufficient  to  keep  you 

from  sinking  under  the  weight  of  such  an  accusation,  that 
you  are  to  be  tried  before  so  noble,  discerning,  and  equal 
Judges,  that  nothing  but  your  own  guilt  can  hurt  you.  Xo 
evidence  will  be  received  but  what  is  warranted  by  law  ;  no 
weight  will  be  laid  upon  the  evidence  but  what  is  agreeable 
to  justice ;  no  advantage  will  be  taken  of  your  Lordship's 
little  experience  in  proceedings  of  this  nature ;  nor  will  it 
turn  to  your  prejudice  that  you  have  not  the  assistance  of 
counsel  in  your  defence  as  to  the  fact  (which  cannot  be 
allowed  by  law),  and  their  Lordships  have  already  assigned 
you  counsel.  If  any  matters  of  law  should  arise." 

Lord  Warwick  was  found  guilty  of  manslaughter,  and 
allowed  the  benefit  of  his  peerage ;  but  Lord  Mohun  was 
entirely  acquitted,  on  evidence  that  he  had  himself  received  a 
Avound  in  trying  to  part  the  combatants,  and  he  volunteered 
a  promise,  Avhlch  he  literally  kept,  "  not  to  give  their  Lord- 
ships any  trouble  of  this  sort  for  the  future," — as  in  his  next 
duel  he  and  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  his  antagonist,  were  both 
killed  on  the  spot.  * 
His  famous  But  the  grand  monument  of  Somers's  stupendous  Industry, 
in'thT^'"  learning,  and  ability  as  a  Judge,  was  his  celebrated  judgment 
Bankers'  in  the  "  Bankers'  Case."  This  arose  out  of  the  Infamous 
shutting  up  of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II., 
whereby  the  King  Intercepted,  for  his  own  private  uses, 
nearly  a  million  and  a  half  of  money,  Avhich  should  have  been 
applied  to  the  repayment  of  loans  to  the  Government,  f 
After  this  robbery  had  ruined  many  Individuals,  had  de- 
stroyed public  credit,  and  had  paralysed  trade,  Charles,  as  a 
partial  indemnity,  granted  to  the  bankers,  by  way  of  interest 
at  six  per  cent,  on  their  debts,  certain  perpetual  annuities, 
wliich  were  cliarged  on  the  hereditary  excise.  The  dividends 
were  paid  till  the  year  1683,  but  never  after.  *William  III. 
refusing  to  acknowledge  the  obligation  as  much  as  James  II., 
the  bankers  presented  a  petition,  or  nionstruiis  de  droit,  to 
the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  praying  for  payment  of  the 

■     1  ;  St,  'I'r.  909—1060.  I     Anti',  \'u!.  III.   p.  'M)6. 
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arrears  of  the  annuities,  and  the  Attorney  General  demurred.     9.^^.?' 
Two  questions  arose — 1.  "Whether  the  grant  was  good?"  ' 

2.  "  Whether  this  was  the  proper  remedy  ? "  The  whole 
Court  held  that,  generally  speaking,  the  King  can  alienate 
or  charge  any  part  of  the  public  revenue,  .although  Baron 
Lechmere  doubted  whether  the  hereditary  excise  was  not 
made  inalienable  by  act  of  parliament ;  and  they  all  agreed 
that  this  petition  was  the  proper  remedy.  So  they  gave  judg- 
ment for  the  complainants,  directing  payment  to  be  made  to 
them  at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer.  Thereupon  the 
Attorney  General  brought  a  writ  of  error  before  a  Court  of 
Exchequer  Chamber,  created  by  a  statute  of  Edward  II.  to 
review  the  judgments  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  con- 
sisting of  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Lord  Treasurer, 
assisted  by  the  common-law  Judges.  At  this  time  there  was 
no  Lord  Treasurer,  the  Treasury  being  in  commission. 
Almost  all  the  Judges  adhered  to  the  judgment  of  the  Court 
below,  except  Chief  Justice  Treby,  who  thought  that  the 
Barons  had  no  authority  to  order  the  payment,  and,  there- 
fore, that  the  remedy  by  petition  to  them  was  inapplicable. 

Somcrs  was  inclined  to  this  opinion  ;  but  before  he  Avould 
give  judgment,  or  say  any  thing  to  commit  himself,  or  finally 
make  up  his  mind,  he  entered  into  a  most  laborious  examina- 
tion, not  only  of  all  the  authorities  cited  at  the  bar  or  by  the 
Judges,  but  employed  many  weeks  in  perusing  old  books  and 
records  which  had  not  before  been  referred  to,  and  he  is  said 
to  have  spent  several  hundred  pounds  in  collecting  them.  He 
finally  satisfied  himself  that  the  majority  of  the  Judges  were 
wrong,  and  he  supported  his  own  opinion  in  a  written 
argument,  which  is  happily  preserved  to  us,  and  which 
INIr.  llargrave  justly  describes  as  "one  of  the  most  ela- 
borate ever  delivered  in  Westminster  Hall,"  Having 
stated  the  nature  of  the  case,  he  thus,  on  very  sound 
princi{)les,  begins  his  reasoning  :  —  "  The  only  question 
is,  whether  this  ])e  such  a  remedy  as  the  law  allows  for  re- 
covering from  the  King  the  arrears  and  growing  payments  of 
the  annual  sums  in  question?  If  it  be  not,  1  am  sure  none 
of  us  ought  to  make  tlie  parties'  case  l)cttcr  than  the  law  has 
made  it.     We  nuist  judge  of  j)ro])erty  according  to  the  rules 
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CHAP,  which  the  law  has  fixed,  and  can  make  no  new  ones,  nor 
invent  new  remedies,  however  compassionate  the  case  may- 
appear,  or  however  popular  it  may  seem  to  attempt  it."  He 
then  gives  the  history  of  the  royal  revenues,  and  of  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  from  the  most  remote  times,  with  an  account 
of  the  means  afforded  for  obtaining  justice  against  the  Crown, 
and  shows  (I  think  very  conclusively)  that  although  the  King 
might  alienate  or  change  any  property  belonging  to  the 
Crown,  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  had  no  authority  to 
order  the  Lord  Treasurer,  to  whom  they  are  subordinate,  to 
make  any  payment  out  of  the  royal  revenue,  and  that  the 
only  remedy  was  a  "  Petition  of  right,"  addressed  directly  to 
the  Sovereign,  who  would  indorse  upon  it,  Soit  droit  fait  come 
il  est  desire  ;  and  this  being  referred  to  the  "  Keeper  of  his 
conscience,"  a  judgment  would  be  pronounced  which,  though 
not  enforced  by  legal  process,  would  effectually  procure  justice 
to  the  petitioner,  if  he  was  entitled  to  relief.  But  a  point 
was  then  made  that  in  this  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber 
the  Judges  were  co-ordinate  with  him,  who  was  only  to  be 
considered  their  president  or  chief,  and  therefore  that  he 
could  not  reverse  the  judgment  against  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  them.  He  therefore  put  this  question  to  them, 
"  Whether,  as  this  Court  is  constituted,  judgment  ought  to  be 
given  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  greater  number  of  the 
Judges  who  are  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord  Treasurer 
called  to  their  assistance,  notwithstanding  they  themselves 
are  of  a  different  opinion  ?"  Three  declared  that  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  the  Judges  ought  to  prc-sail,  and  seven 
the  contrary.  The  Lord  Keeper  said  that,  on  this  point,  he 
agreed  with  the  majority,  and  thereupon  he  reversed  the 
judgment  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer.  A  writ  of  error 
on  this  reversal  was  brought  in  the  House  of  Lords,  where 
the  reversal  was  reversed,  and  the  original  judgment  was 
restored.  But  (as  we  shall  sec)  Lord  Somers's  ])olitical  in- 
fluence was  tlien  declining,  and  in  thos^c  days,  all  the  Lords 
voting  on  ai)pcals  and  writs  of  error,  the  result  was  often 
produced  hy  canvass  or  by  political  bias.  Seven  temporal  and 
fonr  spiritual  Peers  (among  them  Burnet,  Bishop  of  Salis- 
biu-y  )  jirotested  aijainst  this  rcve)->al.      It  seems  at  last  to  have 


LIFE    OF    LOED    SOMERS.  117 

been  made  a  party  question.  *     Indeed,  Somers  was  suspected     CHAp. 

of  a  wish  to  please  the  King,  but  his  argument  is  a  sufficient  '_ 

refutation  of  this  calumny.  On  the  other  side  there  was 
much  solicitation,  the  stake  being  unprecedently  great,  and 
many  powerful  individuals  being  interested  in  it. — The  mat- 
ter was  finally  compromised  by  a  parliamentary  grant  of  half 
the  amount  demanded,  f 

As  the  granting  of  divorces  in  the  House  of  Lords  is  rather  Practice 
a  judicial  than  a  legislative  act,  I  may  properly  here  mention  ^^^'^  '^ . 
that,  while  Somers  presided  on  the  woolsack,  the  practice  was  divorces  by 
established   of  a  parliamentary    dissolution  of  marriage  by  ^anient^"^' 
reason  of  the  adultery  of  the  wife.      The  first  case  of  this 
sort    which    came    before    him,    Avas    that   of   the    infamous 
Countess  of  Macclesfield,  the  mother  of  Savage ;  and,  by  the 
Chancellor's  advice,  the  adultery   being   clearly  established, 
the  bill  passed,  although  there  had  not  been  a  divorce  a  mensd 
et  thoro  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Court,  j    This  was  followed  by  the 
Duchess  of  Norfolk's  case.      She  had  twice  defeated  an  ap-   ^'^^- 1699. 
plication  to  parliament  by  the  Duke  for  a  divorce ;  but  on 
fresh  evidence  of  her  fni\\i  beinjT  adduced,  together  with  the 
verdict  of  the  jury  in  the  Duke's  action  against  her  paramour, 
Lord   Somers  advised   that  the  relief  prayed  for  should   be 
granted,  and  the  bill  passed. §     It  is  much  to  be  regretted 
tiiat  he  did  not  establish  a  judicial  tribunal,  with  power  to 
dissolve  marriage  on  proof  of  the  wife's  adultery,  and  that  he 
did  not  rescue  the  English  nation  from  the  reproach  of  the 
action    for    "criminal    conversation,"    whereby   an    English 
husband  seeks  a  pecuniary  benefit  from  his  own  dishonour. 

Lord  Somers  gave  high  satisfaction  in  disposing  of  the 
proper  judicial  business  of  the  House  upon  appeals  and  writs 

*  Tlic  .lacohitt's  ri'joicerl  much  in  this  reversal,  and  "  downright  Shippen,"  in 
his  doggerel,  thus  insulted  Somers  ; 

•'  An  unjust  judge,  and  l)lemish  of  the  mace  — 
Witness  tlie  liankers"  long-dei)ending  case." 

^  et  l)y  impartial  jjersons  the  judgment  was  so  nuieh  admired,  that  tlie  com- 
pliment to  it  was  eagerly  rei)eated  :  "  The  Chancellor's  arguments  are  like 
geometrical  stairs,  supporting  each  other." 

t    IL'  \-   1:!  W.  :>.   c.  1-i,  l:i.      See  M  St.  Tr.  1  —  1  II. 

t  .•■)  Pari.  Hist.  117;!.  Dr.  .Tohnson,  in  his  ••  I.ile  of  Savage,"  incorrectly 
sta>es  that  "  tiie  Countess  confessed  that  Earl  Kiveis  was  the  lather  of  her  child  ;  ' 
—  hut  sIk-  resolutely  asserted  her  innocence. 

^    -Macqiiecn.  .^~'2.  ;    Lords'  Jouiii. 
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of  errors,  and  he  acquired  much  credit  by  vigorously  main- 
taining the  jurisdiction  of  the  EngHsh  House  of  Lords  over 
appeals  from  the  Irish  Courts  of  Equity.* 

He  was  likewise  of  great  service  in  enforcing  the  attend- 
ance of  the  Judges  as  assistants  to  the  Peers.  While  he 
remained  a  Commoner,  and  therefore  presided  on  the  wool- 
sack only  as  Speaker,  there  was  cast  upon  him  the  painful 
duty  of  reprimanding  these  venerable  sages  of  the  law  for 
negligence.  On  the  8th  of  February,  1694,  an  order  was 
made  that  "  all  the  Judges  do  attend  this  House  to-morrow, 
immediately  upon  the  rising  of  the  respective  Courts,  in 
Westminster  Hall,  and  do  not  go  away  until  the  rising  of  the 
House."  The  Judges  attended  accordingly  on  the  following 
day,  and  were  thus  addressed  by  the  Lord  Keeper  (in  pur- 
suance of  a  previous  instruction  from  the  House) :  "  I  am 
commanded  to  tell  you,  that  you  have  the  honour  to  be  the 
assistants  here  ;  and  the  House  takes  notice  of  your  great  neg- 
ligence in  your  attendance.  You  have  had  sometimes  Avarning 
given  you,  though  not  with  so  much  solemnity  as  I  am  directed 
now  to  do  it.  If  this  fault  be  not  amended  for  the  future, 
the  House  will  proceed  with  great  severity  against  you." 
This  rebuke  seems  scarcely  to  have  answered  its  purpose  ; 
for,  on  the  3d  of  December,  1694,  it  was  "ordered  that  all 
the  Judges  do  attend  this  House  to-morrow,  at  twelve  of  the 
clock,  exce])t  such  wliose  attendance  is  at  present  necessary 
in  the  courts  of  law  or  equity  ;  and  that  the  reprimand 
given  to  the  Judges  the  9th  of  February  last  be  then  re- 
peated to  them."  On  the  following  morning  "  the  Lord 
Keeper,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  yesterday,  repeated  to 
the  Judges  the  reprimand  before  administered  to  them." 
Unluckily,  we  have  no  furtlicr  account  of  this  ceremony  ; 
but  it  proved  eftectual,  as  the  Judges  appear  ever  after  to 


*  Tiie  Irisli  House  of  Lords  liad  claimed  tliis  jurisdiction,  and  Iiad  com- 
mitted John  Camtbei.l  to  prison  for  a  l)reac)i  of  privilege,  in  serving  the  Bisliop 
of  Dcrry  with  an  order  of  the  English  House  of  I>ords. '  My  clansman  was 
released;  and  the  attempt  was  renewed  by  the  Irisli  House  of  Lords  in  1717; 
hut  they  did  not  carry  their  point  till  1782. 


'    Lords'  Journ. 
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have  given  entire  satisfaction  to  the  House  by  their  diligence      py^^' 
and  assiduity.  *  

Having  followed  Somers  as  a  Judge  nearly  to  the  close  of 
his  official  career,  wc  must  now  regard  him  in  a  character  in 
which  he  drew  much  more  public  attention — as  a  member  of 
the  government. 

While  he  continued  in  office  the  administration  of  affairs  P'^i'^'^e 

between 

at  home  was  chiefly  intrusted  to  him.  The  King  conducted  tbe  King 
his  diplomatic  negotiations  nearly  as  much  as  his  campaigns 
without  ministerial  advice,  but  he  was  rather  indifferent  as 
to  civil  appointments  and  domestic  measures,  except  in  as 
far  as  they  bore  upon  his  foreign  policy.  Yet  it  is  a  curious 
fact  that  Somers  had  a  violent  fracas  with  his  royal  master 
immediately  after  his  a])pointment,  and  this  led  to  the  cor- 
diality which  subsequently  prevailed  between  them.  The 
Great  Seal  having  been  in  commission  since  the  commence- 
ment of  this  reign,  William,  without  consulting  the  Lords 
Commissioners,  had  personally  exercised  all  the  judicial  pa- 
tronage connected  with  it,  and  thought  he  was  still  to  follow 
the  same  course.  The  very  day  after  the  transfer  of  the 
Great  Seal  he  set  off  for  Flanders  to  fight  the  battle  of 
Landon,  and  not  a  word  being  said  to  the  Loi'd  Keeper 
about  filling  up  vacancies  then  existing  in  legal  offices,  sent 
]iim  orders  by  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  as  if  he  had  been  a  mere  clerk  in  a  public  office,  —  to 
make  out  patents  creating  Sir  William  liawllnson,  Chief 
Baron  of  the  Exchequer ;  Sir  William  Wogan,  Chief  Justice 
of  Chester;  and  Mr.  Ward,  Attorney  General.  Somers  re- 
solved not  to  hold  tlic  Great  Seal  on  such  terms,  believing 
that  the  King  erred  from  ignorance  of  our  customs,  and, 
wishing  to  Instruct  him  In  his  duties,  — while  Wllllani  Avns 
still  at  Harwich,  waiting  fur  a  filr  wind,  sent  to  lilni  by  a 

*  Lords'  Joiiriuds.  —  Miir(jHcc.>i's  I'idcticc  of  the  Ifiiiixp  nf  1,07-ds,  II.  At  this 
time,  the  .Jiiiif:jt's  wore  exiiec-ted  to  attend  tlie  House  of  Lords  from  day  to  day, 
without  ativ  special  suunuous,  tor  the  purpose  of  carry in;^  inessajres  to  tiie  Ilousf 
of  Coinnious,  and  giving  their  advice  on  any  i|uestion  which  init;l)t  arise.  Now 
they  are  oidy  enijjloyed  as  messengers  on  very  important  occasions,  as  to  carry 
to  the  House  of  Conunons  bills  respecting  tlie  royal  family  ;  and  tliey  are  spe- 
cially suuunoned  when  it  is  wished  that  they  should  advisi>  the  House  on  (]Ut's- 
tions  of  law  arising  out  of  judicial  proceedings  or  bills  lu'iiding. 

1     I 
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CHAP,     special  messenger  the  following  respectful,  manly,  and  dig- 
nified remonstrance : 


"March  27.  1693, 

Lord  "  May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

Keeper's  a  j^  jg  ^^  small  misfortune  to  me  that  before  I  enter  upon 

letter  to  .  /.     i  •  i         i  •   i  nr    • 

the  King      the  execution  oi  the  great  trust  with  which  your  Majesty 
tendering     j^^^g  been  pleased  to  honour  me,  I  should  find  myself  under 

resignation  '■^  ^    ^  '      ^  •' ^ 

of  Great      thc  necessity  of  giving  your  Majesty  a  trouble  in  relation 

Seal.  ,      •, 

to  it. 

"  Xothlng  but  the  utmost  concern  for  your  service  could 
have  brought  me  to  do  it  now,  or  shall  ever  hereafter  lead 
me  to  do  the  like. 

"  ]My  Lord  Nottingham,  since  your  departure,  has  told 
me  Sir  William  Rawlinson  is  to  be  Chief  Baron,  Sir  William 
Wogan  Chief  Justice  of  Chester,  and  Mr.  Ward  Attorney 
General. 

"  Your  Majesty  having  laid  no  commands  on  me  relating 
to  any  of  them,  I  think  it  my  duty,  before  I  act  any  thing 
in  this  matter,  wdth  all  humility,  to  represent  to  your  Majesty 
wliat  consequence  it  may  have. 

"  Thc  lawyers  being  spread  over  every  part  of  thc  kingdom 
and  liaving  a  great  influence  among  the  people,  the  method 
used  to  unite  them  in  their  service  to  the  Crown,  had  been 
by  obliging  them  to  a  dcpendance  upon  thc  Great  Seal 
for  their  promotion  where  they  merited.  This  has  always 
given  a  weight  to  that  office  in  public  affairs,  and,  if  I 
understand  your  Majesty  right,  the  making  thc  Great  Seal 
thus  considerable  was  one  of  the  effects  you  expected  from 
jilacing  it  in  a  single  hand.  But  I  submit  to  your  jNIajesty 
how  far  this  is  likely  to  succeed,  or  any  other  of  your 
Majesty's  ends  be  answered,  if  such  eminent  offices  are 
disj)()scd  of  in  such  a  manner  at  my  entrance  on   this  cliarge. 

"  I  do  not  meddle  on  any  consideration  of  the  persons 
themselves,  though  I  know  not  but  your  Majesty  niiglit 
expect  it  from  ine  ;  and  it  may  not  be  iniproi)er  to  observe  to 
your  ^Majesty  how  much  it  has  been  to  the  lionour  of  your 
reign,  that  your  Judges  lunc  been  of  known  ability  in  tlic 
law,    and   that    it    is    the   ])articidar   concern    of  thc    Crown 
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that  the  Chief  Baron  should  be  experienced  in  the  course  of    CHAP. 
the  Exchequer,  and  knowing  in  the  Common  Law. 

"  As  to  the  place  of  the  Attorney,  your  Majesty  having 
been  pleased  to  express  your  purpose  to  advance  Sir  Thomas 
Trevor  to  that  office  to  several  persons,  it  was  not  in  my 
power  to  make  it  a  secret ;  and  your  Majesty  having  divers 
times  commanded  me  to  find  out  a  Solicitor,  I  was  under  the 
necessity  of  proposing  it  to  Mr.  Ward,  whom  I  thought 
a  fit  person,  before  I  could  name  him  to  your  Majesty,  and 
so  that  could  not  be  concealed. 

"  This  being  the  case,  let  me  humbly  offer  it  to  your 
Majesty's  consideration  whether,  if  the  passing  these  patents 
must  be  the  first  use  I  am  to  make  of  the  Seal,  it  can  be 
supposed  I  have  that  credit  which  ought  always  to  go  along 
with  it,  and  without  which  it  is  impossible  it  should  reach 
any  part  of  what  your  Majesty  aimed  at  in  the  change. 

Your  Majesty  will  bear  me  witness  that  I  had  a  just 
prospect  of  the  difficulties  of  this  charge,  and  that  nothing 
but  a  perfect  resignation  to  your  Majesty,  together  with 
a  gracious  assurance  of  your  support,  engaged  me  to  under- 
take it.  Upon  this  support  I  do  and  must  depend,  and 
whatever  your  Majesty  might  expect  from  the  Seal  in  my 
hand  must  fail  if  there  be  any  the  least  want  of  it. 

"  Having  discharged  my  duty  in  this  faithful  representation 
to  your  Majesty,  I  lay  the  Seal  and  myself  at  your  Majesty's 
feet,  with  an  entire  submission  to  your  will  and  pleasure. 
"  I  am, 
"  May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

"  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful, 

"  Most  obedient,  and  most  humble 
"  Subject  and  Servant, 

"J.   SOMEKS." 

The  result  was  most  creditable  to  both  parties.     A\'illiam   Cordiality 
declined  to  accept  the  tendered  resignation  of  the  Great  Seal:   i'f'^^"^'«» 
(lischumcd  any  intention  to  slight  one  Avho  had  been  so  useful  restored, 
to  his  cause,  and  for  whose  learning,  ability,  and  integrity,  he 
IkuI  such  resjxx't  ;  and  expressing  a  hope  that  the  ])ersons  pro- 
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CHAP,     posed  for  the  vacant  offices  in  the  law,  who  had  been  all 
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strongly  recommended  to  him,  might  be  considered  not  unfit, 

promised  tliat  in  future  all  such  appointments  should  be  made 
by  the  advice  of  tlie  Lord  Keeper.     The  patents  for  Rawlin- 
son,  Wogan,  and  Ward,  were  accordingly  made   out, —  and 
William  was  faithful  to  his  engagement.     The  office  of  At- 
torney General   soon    again    becoming  vacant.    Sir  Thomas 
Trevor,  the  Lord  Keeper's  protege,  was  appointed  to  it,  and 
the  Great  Seal  was  restored  to  all  its  ancient  consequence. 
Ever  after  there  was  the  most  perfect  good  undei-standing 
between  the  King  and  his  minister, —  the  charge  against  the 
latter  subsequently  being  that  he  had  too  implicitly  complied 
with  the  royal  will. 
Part  taken       Down  to  1697  Somcrs  refused  to  accept  a  peerage,  and  the 
in  PaHh-^    fasliion  of  the  Lord  Keeper  addressing  the  two  Houses  at  the 
mentary       Commencement  and  close  of  the  session  had  passed  away,  the 
ings.  "^  King  in  person  delivering  a  speech,  for  which  his  ministers 

were  considered  responsible.  For  some  years,  therefore, 
Somers,  sitting  on  the  woolsack  in  the  House  of  Lords,  had 
only,  as  Speaker,  to  put  the  question,  and  his  name  seldom 
appears  in  the  accounts  of  parliamentary  proceedings,  althougli 
parliament,  which,  in  the  eight  years  immediately  before  the 
llevolution,  sat  only  two  months,  had  now  regular  sessions, 
lasting  a  considerable  portion  of  every  year.*  But  taking  no 
part  in  debate,  he  regulated,  in  a  great  degree,  the  resolves 
of  the  Upper  House,  and  the  King  was  implicitly  guided 
by  his  opinions  in  giving  the  royal  assent  to  bills,  or  rejecting 
them  by  the  exercise  of  the  royal  veto,  which  had  not  yet 
become  a  dormant  prerogative  of  the  crown. 

The  first  very  important  dclibei'ation  they  had  together 
was  with  respect  to  the  liberty  of  the  press.  Xotwithstanding 
]\lilton's  inimitable  defence  of  "  Unlicensed  Printing f,"  even 

*  I'lider  date  2d  ^lay,  1G93,  when  tlie  two  Houses  met  accordinjj  to  tlie  ])ro- 
ro<^atioii  —  that  they  niii^lit  he  ajrain  prorosrued,  there  is  this  entry  in  the  Journals 
of  tlie  Lords  :  "  Tliis  day  Sir  John  Soiners,  Knijjlit,  Lord  Keeper  of  the  (jreat 
Seal  of  England,  first  sat  as  Speaker  in  the  House  of  Peers."  He  was  after- 
wards enumerated  at  the  top  of  the  list  of  Peers  ))resent  as  "  Dom.  Cust.  ^lag. 
Sig."  till  he  was  made  Chancellor  and  a  Peer  in  1C97. 

f  "  Areopagitica  ;  a  Speech  for  the  Liberty  of  unlicensed  Printing,  —  to  the 
Parliameut  of  England." 
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at  the  Revolution  the  public  mind  was  not  prepared  for  the     CHAP, 
abolition  of  the  restrictions  which  had  been  imposed  upon  '_ 


authors,   first   by   proclamations   and    decrees   of   the    Star 
Chamber,  and  then  by  statutes.     The  licensing  act,  which  Expiration 

ot  tlie 

had  inadvertently  been  suffered  to  expire  in  1679,  and  had  licensing 
been  revived  by  James  II.'s  parliament  in  1685,  was  in  1692   -^'^'• 
continued  till  the  end  of  the  then  next  session  of  parliament.* 
Was  the  experiment  to  be  made,  of  trusting  to  the  punish- 
ment of  such  as  publish  any  thing  dangerous  to  the  public 
or  injurious  to  individuals  ?    William,  who  had  seen  the  harm- 
lessness  of  a  free  press  in  his  own  country,  took  the  liberal 
side ;  but  the  few  Tory  members  of  the  Cabinet  very  plau- 
sibly urged  that  prevention  was  better  than  punishment,  and 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  state  to  restrain  as  far  as  possible 
from  the  publication  of  libels  as  from  the  commission  of  other 
crimes.    Somers  prevailed  by  pointing  out  not  only  the  vexa- 
tiousness,  but  the  utter  inefficiency  of  the  desired  regulations, 
in  spite  of  which  there  had  been  more  libels  published  upon 
the  government  and  on  private  character  since  the  Revolu- 
tion than  during  any  former  period  of  our  history.     "  Un-  Liberty  of 
licensed  printing  "  was  thus  for  ever  established  in  England,   ^^^  vre^^- 
and  now  we  have  only  to  be  watchful  that  the  press  be  not 
itself  turned  into  an  engine  of  tyranny,  f 

The  next  subject  of  debate  in  the  Cabinet  was  the  "Place   JI^>  .^^^ 


aavisos 


Bdl.       The  disappomted  TLorv  party  combmmg  with  a  few   ^^^  ^'"i? 

T  •  1    •      1-     ■  -I       1     -iin  •  1  •  /.         T    •    •  to  veto  the 

disappomted  individual  >Vhigs,  and  a  section  or  politicians  piace  Bill, 
actuated  by  disinterested  but  absurd  notions  of  government, 
had  passed  a  bill  by  which  no  one  holding  any  place  of  profit 
under  the  Crown  should  be  permitted  to  sit  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  The  great  argument  for  it  was,  that  the  misrule 
in  Charles  II.'s  reign  was  chiefly  to  be  ascribed  to  his  "  Pen- 
sioners' Parliament."  But  wise  men  clearly  saw  that  tliough 
the  House  of  Commons  might  be  corrupted  by  a  majority  of  its 
members  being  placemen,  it  could  not  possibly  exercise  tlie 
functions  vested  in  it  by  the  constitution,  and  that  it  would  soon 
become  useless  and  despised,  if  all  the  ministers  of  the  Crown 

•    Stat.   I;i  ;>v   II  r.ir.  -J.  e.  A.-i.    I  .lae.  'J.  c.   17.     I  .Sc  r>  W.  iS,  .M.  c.  2).  s.  M. 
]    Sec  Hall.  Const.  Hist.   ill. '_'_'(;. 
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CHAP,     were  excluded  from  it.     Soniers,  therefore,  manfully  con- 
^  curred  in  tlie  opinion  that  the  Bill  should  be  stopped  by  the 


Jan  1694  ^^yal  VETO,  and  when  its  title  was  read  in  the  presence  of 
the  two  Houses,  their  Majesties  being  on  their  thrones,  the 
answer  was  "  Le  Roy  et  la  Reyne  s'aviseront."* 
Tlie  Tricn-  In  the  cnd  of  the  same  year  the  "  Triennial  Bill "  a  second 
once  '  '  ^'"^^  passed  both  Houses.  The  King  had  before  vetoed  it, 
vetoed,  re-  and  Burnct  says,  it  Avas  to  soften  the  distaste  which  this  pro- 
assent. '''^  cecding  gave  that  Somers  Avas  appointed  to  the  Great  SeaLf 
Most  cxtraA'agant  notions  were  entertained  of  the  benefits  to 
be  derived  from  the  bill,  Avliich  many  thought  Avould  produce 
complete  purity  of  election,  Avould  insure  the  return  of  inde- 
pendent members,  Avould  render  all  proceedings  in  parliament 
patriotic  and  Avise,  and  Avould  rencAV  and  perpetuate  the 
Golden  Age  in  England.  :|:  We  must  remember  that  there 
Avere  many  living  Avho  had  known  one  parliament  last  nearly 
eighteen  years,  and  Avho  had  seen  years  elapse  filled  Avith 
abuses,  Avithout  any  parliament  sitting  to  redress  them.  The 
King  Avas  still  hostile  to  the  measure,  recollecting  that  the 
Triennial  Bill  in  Charles  I.'s  time  Avas  the  signal  for  the  civil 
Avar.  But  Somers  pointed  out  to  him  that  this  bill  Avas  free 
from  the  obnoxious  clauses  Avhich  had  been  assigned  by  Lord 
Clarendon  as  the  reasons  for  repealing  that  act ;  that  its  pro- 
visions Avcre  perfectly  consistent  Avitli  the  full  exercise  of  the 
prerogative  in  a  limited  monarchy  ;  and  that,  in  the  temper 
in  Avhich  the  nation  then  Avas,  it  could  not  l)e  again  rejected 
Avithout  making  many,  hitherto  Avell  affected  to  him,  turn 
Die  1G90.  their  longing  eyes  to  St.  Germaine's.  The  royal  assent  Avas 
accordingly  given  to  the  bill  §,  and,  although  much  disap- 
})ointment  was  experienced  (as  after  the  passing  of  our  Re- 
form Bill),  it  Avorked  Avell  till  the  accession  of  George  L, 
Avlien  a  House  of  Commons,  Avliich  had  been  elected  for  three 
years,  resolved  to  sit  for  seven. 
Death  of  Quccn   Mary    dying    soon    after    the   Triennial    Bill   Avas 

passed,  the  L(jrd  Kcej)er  successfully  exei'ted  himsell'to  bring 


Qiieun 
i\Iary 


5  Pari.   Hist.  828.  t    O.    T-  iii-  M  '■ 

().  T.  iii.  IS.!.  5  f;  W.  c';   M.  c.  ■- 
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about  a  reconciliation  between  the  King  and  the  Princess     CHAP. 
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Anne,  who  had  long  been  estranged  from  the  Court.     Enter- 


ing the  royal  closet,  he  found  William  in  such  an  agony  of 
grief  as  not  even  to  be  conscious  of  his  presence.  When 
Somers  had  broken  silence,  and  regretted  the  feuds  in  the 
royal  family,  the  King  said,  "  My  Lord,  do  what  you  will.  I 
can  think  of  no  business."  By  the  agency  of  Somers  an 
interview  was  arranged,  in  which  the  King  received  the 
Princess  with  cordiality,  and  informed  her  that  the  palace  of 
St.  James's  should  be  appropriated  for  her  future  residence. 
The  Lord  Keeper  had  still  the  painful  duty  to  discharge  of 
delivering  to  the  King,  at  Kensington,  the  address  of  con- 
dolence voted  by  the  Lords  on  this  melancholy  occasion,  and 
receiving  the  King's  simple  and  pathetic  answer:  "I  Dec.  si. 
heartily  thank  you  for  your  kindness,  but  much  more  for  the 
sense  you  show  of  our  great  loss,  which  is  above  what  I  can 
express." 

William  now  bearing  undivided  sway,  nominally  as  well  as  New  Great 
really,  a  new  Great  Seal  was  immediately  ordered,  suited  to  "^^ " 
the  alteration  in  the  royal  style,  and  was  delivered  to  the 
Loi'd  Keeper.  *  But  Mary  having  considered  it  her  duty,  as 
a  good  wife,  not  to  interfere  in  the  administration  of  the 
government,  except  in  matters  of  form,  this  melancholy  event 
made  no  difference  in  his  position. 

In  1695  Lord  Keeper  Somers  gave  his  countenance  to  the    b\\\  for  re- 
bill  for  allowing  a  full  defence  by  counsel,  together  with  a  .-"'^""S 
copy  01  the  mdictment,  and  a  list  oi  the  jurors  and  the  wit-  iiigh  trta- 
nesscs,  in  cases  of  treason  ;  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  would  ^""" 
have  passed  if  Lord  Ashley,  afterwards  Earl  of  Shafteslnu-y, 
and  author  of  the   "  Characteristics,''  had  not  broken  down 
wliile  dellvcnng,  In  the  House  of  Commons,  a  set  speech  in 
support  of  it,  and  being  called  upon  to  go  on,  had  not  electri- 
fied the  House  by  ol)serving,   "  If  I,  sir,  wlio  rise  only  to 
give  my  opinion  on  a  bill  now  })ending,  In  the  fate  of  which 
I   have  no  personal  Interest,   am   so  confounded   that   I  am 
unable  to  express  the  least  of  what  I  proposed  to  say,  what 
must  the  condition  of  that  man  be  who,  without  any  assist- 

•    lii)()ks  of  Trlvv  (^)niicil,  KiOl. 
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ance,  is  called  to  plead  for  his  life,  for  his  honour,  and  for  his 
posterity  ? "  *  A  clause  was  added  in  the  Lords,  (as  some 
very  unwarrantably  say,  on  the  suggestion  of  Somers,  with  a 
view  to  defeat  the  bill,)  "  that  on  the  trial  of  a  peer  or  peeress 
for  treason,  all  peers  should  be  summoned,  and  be  entitled  to 
sit," —  to  which  it  was  thought  the  Commons  would  not  agree. 
But  why  should  it  be  supposed  that  the  Commons  would 
object  to  peers  being  fairly  tried  as  well  as  themselves  ? 
—  and  there  is  no  authority  for  asserting  that  Somers  dis- 
approved of  the  bill.  The  royal  assent  was  given  to  it 
without  any  hesitation,  f 

The  Lord  Keeper  took  an  active  part  in  what  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  great  measures  of  William's  reign- — the 
reformation  of  the  monetary  system  by  a  recoinage ;  and  he 
suggested,  and  strongly  urged,  a  plan  by  which  the  clipping 
of  money  would  have  been  instantly  stopped,  and  several 
millions  would  have  been  saved  to  the  nation.  | 

There  was  now  a  strong  desire  that  he  should  take  part  in 
the  debates  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  the  King  actually 
made  out  a  warrant  for  conferring  a  peerage  upon  him.  This 
Avas  enclosed  to  hiin  in  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Shrews- 
bury, who  was  supposed  to  have  great  influence  over  him, 
and  who  wrote,  "  The  King  is  really  convinced  that  it  is  for 
his  service  that  you  should  accept  of  a  title.  I  beg  the 
answer  I  may  have  may  be  a  bill  for  the  King's  signing.  § 


*   5  Pari.  Hist.  96G.  f  7  W.  3.  c.  3. 

\  "  The  Lord  Keeper  Somers  did  indeed  propose  that  which  woidd  have  put 
an  effL't'tual  stop  to  clipping  for  the  future  :  it  was,  that  a  jiroclamation  should 
be  prepared  with  sucli  secrecy  as  to  be  ])uhlished  all  over  England  on  the 
same  day,  ordering  money  to  pass  only  by  weight ;  but  at  the  same  time,  during 
three  or  four  days  after  the  proclamation,  all  ]iersons  in  every  county  that  liad 
money  should  bring  it  in  to  be  told  and  weighed  ;  and  the  diderence  was  to  be 
registered,  and  the  money  to  be  sealed  up,  to  the  end  of  the  time  given,  and 
then  to  be  restored  to  the  owners  :  and  an  assurance  was  to  be  given  that  this 
deficiency  in  weight  should  be  laid  before  the  j)arliainent,  to  be  supplied  another 
way,  and  to  be  allowed  them  in  the  following  t.ixes."  The  King  liked  the  pro- 
jjiisal  ;  but  it  was  overruled,  from  an  aijprehen^ion  that  it  might  give  a  shock  to 
commercial  credit. — Burnet,  iii.  20;;. 

§  The  course  of  making  out  a  ])atent  of  ])eerage  is,  that  iijion  warrant  under 
the  sign  manual,  and  countersigned  by  a  secretary  of  state,  a  bill  is  jirejiared  on 
parchment  by  the  Attorney  General,  which  is  a  draught  of  the  grant.  This 
being  sujierscribed  by  the  Sovereign  ])asses  under  the  Privy  Si'al,  and  tlien  comes 
the  patent  imder  the  Great  Seal  —  before  which  the  jieerage  is  not  comjileted  — 
altliough,  on  kissing  hands  after  the  warrant,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Com. 
mons  about  to  be  ennobled  vacates   his  scat.      Ancientlv  a  baronv  was  created 
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As  for  arguments,  I  have  used  all  I  have  already,  and  by      CHAP, 
your  objections  you  may  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  you  are 
as  partial  and  unreasonable  with  too  much  modesty  as  some 
are  with  too  much  ambition."  *     Somers  still  resolutely  re- 
fused the  offered  elevation. 

However,  he   had  a  temporary  dignity  thrust  upon  him.   ^.  ti'e 
William,  after  the  death  of  Mary,  still  going  abroad  yearly  sence  he  is 
during  the  campaigning  season,  he,  by  virtue  of  the  preroga-  ^p^'/^  *^^**^ 
tive,  appointed  under  the  Great  Seal  "  Lords  Justices,"  who  gency  as 
mio;ht  be  considered  the  successors  of   the  "  Grand  Justi-  :'°'^'       ' 
ciars,"  in  the  times  of  the  Norman  Kings  and  of  the   early 
Plantagenets, —  administering  the  government  in  his  absence. 
The   Princess  Anne,  to   her   great    mortification,   Avas    ex- 
cluded from  the   regency.     The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
was  nominally  at  the  head  of  the  Lords  Justices  who  were 
appointed,  but  the  Lord  Keeper  who  came  next,  had  the 
duties  of  the    office   cast  upon  him   almost  exclusively.     If 
four  of  them  were  together,  they  were  entitled  to  the  honours 
of  royalty.     But    Somers   ever  as  much  as  possible  avoided 
parade,  and  in  the  exercise  of  authority  was  desirous  of  acting 
under  the  express  directions  of  the  King.t 

Upon  the  discovery  of  the  plot  to  assassinate  William,  in  the  ^^'^  ^^' 
beginning  of  the  year  1 696,  the  Lord  Keeper  followed  a  course  magistrates 

without  patent  l)y  a  writ  of  summons  to  parliament,  but  was  not  acquired  so  as 
to  descend  to  lieirs  till  the  Baron  liad  taken  his  seat  in  tiie  House  of  Peers. 
Such  a  peerage  descends  to  lieirs  female  as  well  as  male,  and  is  usually  called 
"  a  Barony  in  fee." 

*  Ilardw.  St.  Pap.  ii.  429.  In  the  prospect  of  the  accession  of  the  House 
of  Hanover,  such  a  jealousy  was  there  of  the  Sovereign  being  absent  from  the 
realm,  that  the  Act  of  Settlement,  12  &  13  W.  3.  c.  2.,  ])rovided  "  that  no  person 
who  should  thereafter  come  to  the  possession  of  the  Crown  should  go  out  of  tlie 
dominions  of  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland,"  without  consent  of  parliament. 
Queen  Anne  never  was  or  wished  to  be  abroad  ;  but  this  was  repealed  by 
1  Geo.  1.  St.  2.  c.  51.  ;  and  Ilallam  is  of  opinion  that  the  first  two  Georges,  by 
their  fre(iuent  visits  to  Hanover,  made  a  bad  return  for  the  waiver  of  tlie  con- 
dition on  which  they  were  invited  to  the  throne.  On  going  beyond  tlie  sea, 
tliey  invariably,  according  to  ancient  usage,  ajijiointed  a  Regent  or  Lords  Jus- 
tices to  exercise  tlie  royal  autiiority  in  their  absence.  George  III.  was  never 
more  than  one  hundred  miles  from  London,  tlie  iilace  of  liis  birth.  George  I  \'. 
was  only  once  abroad,  which  was  in  the  year  1821,  and  he  then  appointed  Lords 
Justices.  William  IV.  never  was  aliroad  after  he  came  to  the  Crown.  Queen 
Victoria  going  to  the  Continent  in  184;!,  no  provision  was  thought  necessary 
for  the  exercise  of  the  royal  authority  in  her  al.seiice  ;  and  the  ap)iointmeiit  of 
Lords  Justices  may  now  be  considered  to  have  fallen  into  desuetude.  See  dis- 
cussion on  this  subject  in  the  House  of  Lords,  Ttli   .\ugust,  181,T. 

f    He  was  a  Lord  Justice  in  IGi),),  \G9G,  IfiyT,  lf;;»8,  and  1699. 


128  REIGN   OF    WILLIAM   III. 

CHAP,  which   was  not  much  complained  of  at  the  time,  but  was 
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'  afterwards  made  a  ground  of  heavy  charge  against  him.     An 


sassination 
plot. 


on  the  as-  association  for  the  protection  of  the  King's  person  being 
formed,  he  announced  and  acted  upon  a  resolution  to  remove 
from  the  commission  of  the  peace  all  magistrates  all  over 
England  who  refused  to  sign  it,  —  whereby  many  Jacobites 
and  ulti*a  Tories  were  dismissed.  Such  a  punishment  for 
merely  not  joining  in  a  voluntary  ebullition  of  loyalty, 
does  seem  a  very  arbitrary,  though  not  an  illegal  proceed- 
ing ;  but  we  must  recollect  that  after  the  death  of  the 
Queen,  who,  if  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales  could  be  con- 
sidered spurious,  was  the  next  heir  to  the  crown,  there  was  a 
very  general  disposition  to  question  William's  title,  notwith- 
standing all  he  had  done  for  the  nation,  and  that  to  preserve 
the  public  tranquillity,  measures  were  absolutely  necessary, 
and  therefore  defensible,  which  would  be  justly  condemned 
in  our  quiet  times.  * 

Fair  trial  of       Tlic  trial  and  execution  of  Charnock,  King,  and  He3"es, 

Charnock         n        ^  .    ,  i  •    i       p  n  t  i  it  •  (^      i 

and  others  lor  high  tfcasou,  which  lolioweu,  under  the  clu'ection  oi  the 
for  treason.  Lq^.^  Keeper,  could  not  be  censured.  They  were  regularly 
brought  before  a  jury  ;  they  Avere  fully  heard  in  their  defence, 
and  a  clear  case  was  made  out  against  them.  The  only  cir- 
cumstance which  excites  any  sympathy  in  their  favour  is  their 
generous  anxiety  to  exempt  James  II.,  who  was  then  at  Calais 
planning  an  invasion  to  recover  his  crown,  from  the  suspicion 
of  being  engaged  in  their  plot,  f 
Infamous  But  the  procecdlno;  against  Sir  John  Fenwick  brino's  some 

•     If  1  o      o  o 

Sir  .John  rcproacli  on  the  memory  of  Somers,  and  shows  that  after  the 
Fenwitk.  principles  of  justice  have  been  for  ages  violated  In  any  coun- 
try, they  cannot  suddenly  be  completely  restored  to  efficiency, 
the  moral  perceptions  of  the  most  humane  and  enlightened 
individuals  continuing  for  a  time  to  l)e  blunted.  It  appeared, 
by  an  intercepted  letter  from  Sir  Jolin  Fenwick  to  his  wife, 
that  he  had  been  engaged  In  the  plan  for  an  Invasion  from 
France  to  restore  King  James,  and  the  Lords  Justices  di- 
rected that  he  should  be  brouglit  to  trial  for  high  treason, 
but  the  witnesses  who  were  expected  to  prove  his  guilt  left 

*    L'  ilal])!),  8-1.'!.  f    1-2  St.  Tr.  1 :377— llfifJ. 
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the  king-dom,  and  there  was  no  suflScient  legal  evidence  against     CHAP. 

•  CVIII 

hiiu.     Thereupon  the  government  resorted  to  the  proceeding 

which  had  been  invented  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  for 
perpetrating  murder,  and  which  had  brought  such  reproach 
upon  the  Stuarts,  and  upon  the  republican  party  —  a  bill 
OF  ATTAINDER.  This  was  violently  opposed  in  both  Houses, 
and  was  carried  in  the  Lords  only  by  a  majority  of  sixty-six 
to  sixty.*  Yet  it  received  the  royal  assent,  and  the  prisoner 
refusing  to  make  the  disclosures  which  were  required  of  him, 
he  was  executed  —  throwing  lustre  on  the  Jacobite  cause  by 
iiis  fidelity  to  his  friends,  and  the  calmness  and  constancy 
wliich  he  displayed,  f 

The  Lord  Keeper  is  much  to  be  commended  for  the  liberal  Somers 
zeal  he  displayed  to  see  the  highest  talents  in  every  depart-  Newton*^^ 
ment  employed  in  the  public  service.     He  assisted  Montague  ^"'i  Locke, 
in  the  appointment  of  NcAvton  as  Warden  of  the  Mint,  to 
which  may  be  ascribed  the  great  restoration  of  the  currency 
by  the  recoinage  ;  and  on  his   recommendation  Locke  was 
nominated  a  Lord  of  Trade,  to  carry  into  effect  the  sound 
commercial  principles  wliich  this  great  philosopher  had  pro- 
pounded in  his  writings.      Unfortunately  Locke's  health  was 
so  much    impaired,   that  he  was  soon  obliged  to   leave   the 
duties  of  his  office  and  fly  to  his  country  retreat  at   Oates. 
After  he  had  been  there  some  weeks,  he  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  the  Lord  Keeper :  — 

"  My  Lord, 
"  Some  of  my  brethren,  I  understand,  think  my  stay  in  the  Jan.  7 
coinitry  long,  and  desire  me  to  bear  my  part,  and  to  help  to   j^cucr  of 
despatch  the  multitude  of  business  that  the  present  circum-  Locke  to 
stances  of  trade  and  the  plantations  fill  their  hands  with.      I 
cannot  but  say  they  are  in  the  right ;  and  I  cannot  but  think, 
at  the  same  time,  that  I  also  am  in  the  right  to  stay  in  the 
country,  where  all  my  care  is  little  enough  to  preserve  those 

*    Tlie  Blsliops  voted,  altliouffh  this  was  Cdiisa  s<c)if/iiiiiis,  and  were  12  to  !'. 

t  1:!  St.  Tr.  .):!7 — T.JS.  ;  5  Pari.  Hist.  <)i)8 — 1156.  Although  the  attainder  of 
I'enwick  was  siijjportud  by  IJislio])  Burnet,  and  many  humane  and  ujiright  men, 
Lord  Kei'))er  Somers  must  he  luld  ])rincii)ally  respoiisihle  for  it.  I'ortunately 
he  h.id  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  warrant  for  "  the  mass.icre  of  Glencoe," 
which  is  tlie  great  re])roach  to  the  reign  of  William,  and  which,  1  am  sorry  to 
sav,  brought  deserved  ohUxjuy  ui)on  the  name  of  ("AMruFi  i  . 

VOL.   IV.  K 
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Somers 
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small  remains  of  health  which  a  settled  and  incurable  indis- 
position would  quickly  make  an  end  of  any  where  else.  There 
remains,  therefore,  nothing  else  to  be  done,  but  that  I  should 
cease  to  fill  up  any  longer  a  place  that  requires  a  more  constant 
attendance  than  my  strength  Avill  allow ;  and  to  that  purpose 
I  prevail  with  your  Lordship  to  move  his  Majesty  that  he 
would  be  pleased  to  ease  me  of  the  employment  he  has  been 
so  graciously  pleased  to  honour  me  with,  since  the  craziness  of 
my  body  so  ill  seconds  the  inclination  I  have  to  serve  him  in 
it,  and  I  find  myself  every  way  incapable  of  answering  the 
ends  of  that  commission.  I  am  not  insensible  of  the  honour 
of  that  employment,  nor  how  much  I  am  obliged  to  your 
Lordship's  favourable  opinion  in  putting  me  into  a  post  which 
I  look  upon  as  one  of  the  most  considerable  in  England.  I 
can  say  that  nobody  has  more  warm  wishes  for  the  prosperity 
of  his  country  than  I  have  ;  but  the  opportunity  of  showing 
those  good  Avishes,  in  being  any  way  serviceable  to  it,  I  find 
comes  too  late  to  a  man  whose  health  is  inconsistent  with  the 
business,  and  in  whom  it  would  be  folly  to  hope  a  return  to 
that  vigour  and  strength  which  such  an  employment  I  sec 
requires.  It  is  not  without  due  consideration  that  I  repre- 
sent this  to  your  Lordship,  and  that  I  find  myself  obliged, 
humbly  and  earnestly,  to  request  your  Lordslil})  to  obtain  for 
me  a  dismission  out  of  it." 

The  Lord  Keeper  thus  replied :  — 

"  Sir, 
"  ]\Iy  great  fatigue,  joined  with  a  very  great  Indlpositlon, 
must  make  my  excuse  for  being  so  slow  In  returning  an 
answer  to  your  very  obliging  letter.  I  am  very  sorry  foi' 
your  111  healtli,  which  confines  you  to  tlie  country  for  the 
pi'csent;  but  now  you  will  have  so  much  regard  to  yourself, 
your  friends,  and  your  country,  as  not  to  tliink  of  returning 
to  business  till  you  arc  recovered  to  sucli  a  competent  degree 
as  not  to  run  the  hazard  of  a  relapse.  As  to  the  other  part 
of  your  letter  which  relates  to  quitting  the  commission,  I 
nuist  say,  you  are  much  in  tlie  wrong,  in  my  o])inl(jn,  to 
entertain  a  tlionght  of  it ;  and  I  fiatter  myself  so  i'ai"  as  to 
believe  1  could  bring  you  over  to  my  sentiments  if  I  had  the 
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happiness  of  half  an  hour's  conversation  with  you.     These     CHAP. 
being  my  thoughts,  you  cannot  wonder  if  I  am  not  willing  to 


enter  upon  the  task  you  propose  for  me  to  say  something  to 
the  King  of  your  wishes.  But  when  the  new  commission  is 
made,  and  the  establishment  fixed,  and  the  parliament  up,  and 
you  have  had  the  opinion  of  your  friends  here,  I  will  submit 
to  act  as  you  shall  command  me.  In  the  mean  time,  give  me 
leave  to  say  that  no  man  alive  has  a  greater  value  for  you,  or 
is  with  more  sincerity  than  myself.  Sir, 

"  Yours,  &c." 

Locke,  however,  was  firm  to  his  purpose ;  and,  anticipating  Feb.  ] . 
a  personal  interview,  says  gracefully,  "then  I,  who  am  so  ^^^'' 
much  in  your  fiivour,  shall  not  alone,  of  all  the  subjects  of 
England,  apprehend  that,  upon  a  fair  hearing,  your  Lordship 
will  not  allow  the  Equity  of  my  case."    The  resignation  was 
accordingly  accepted. 

In  the  following  year,  Locke's  health  having  improved, 
another  eifort  was  made  to  press  him  into  the  public  service ; 
and  the  King,  at  the  request  of  the  Lord  Keeper,  sent  for  him, 
in  the  hope  of  overcoming  his  scruples.  Of  this  interview 
the  philosopher  gives  an  account  in  a  letter  to  his  friend : — 

"  Sunday,  in  the  evcnino',  after  I  had  waited  on  the  Kino;,   Jan.  28. 

.  ...  1698 

I  went  to  wait  upon  your  Lordsliip,  it  being,  1  understand, 
his  Majesty's  pleasure  I  should  do  so  before  I  returned  hither. 
His  Majesty  Avas  so  favourable  as  to  propose  the  employment 
your  Lordship  mentioned ;  but  the  true  knowledge  of  my 
own  weak  state  of  health,  made  me  beg  his  IVIajesty  to  think 
of  some  fitter  person,  and  more  able  to  serve  him  in  that  Im- 
portant post,  —  to  which  I  added  my  want  of  experience  for 
such  business.  I  must  beg  your  Lordship,  for  the  Interest  of  Locke's  re- 
tlie  imbllc,  to  prevail  with  his  Majesty  to  think  on  somebody   *"'}^*'""  *" 

1  '  1  J        J  J     retire  from 

else,  since  I  do  not  only  fear,  but  am  sure,  my  broken  health  public  litl. 
will  never  permit  me  to  accept  the  great  honour  his  IMajcsty 
meant  me.  As  it  would  ha  unpardonable  to  l)etray  the  Klug's 
buf^Iness,  by  undertaking  what  I  should  be  unable  to  go 
tlu'ough ;  so  it  would  be  the  greatest  madness  to  put  myself 
out  of  the  reach  of  my  friends  during  the  small  tunc  I  am  to 
liniicr  \\\  this  world,  onlv  to  die  a  little  more  ricli,  or  a  little 
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more  advanced.  He  must  have  a  heart  strongly  touched  with 
wealth  or  honours,  who,  at  my  age,  and  labouring  for  breath, 
can  find  any  great  relish  for  either  of  them."  * 

The  wise  resolution  of  the  philosopher  was  not  further 
combated,  and  he  was  probably  of  more  use  to  the  public  in 
still  being  allowed  to  prosecute  his  abstract  inquiries  than  if 
occupied  with  the  details  of  official  business.  But  we  must 
honour  the  desire  to  advance  men  of  literary  reputation  to 
employments  in  the  state,  —  which  has  been  so  rarely  mani- 
fested in  England. 

Somers  himself,  careless  about  honours,  having,  on  the 
2 2d  of  April,  1697,  surrendered  the  Great  Seal,  it  was 
returned  to  him  by  the  King  with  the  title  of  Lord  Chan- 
cellor!, and  the  same  day  he  was  created  Baron  Somers, 
of  Evesham,  in  the  county  of  AYorcester.  To  enable  him  to 
support  his  dignity,  the  King,  who  still  possessed  the  old 
prerogative  (taken  away  from  his  successor)  of  alienating 
the  royal  hereditary  revenues,  granted  to  Lord  Somers  and 
his  heirs  the  manors  of  Reigate  and  Howleigh  in  Surrey,  and 
2100/.  a  year  out  of  the  fee  farm  rents  of  the  Crown.  X 

The  first  measure  on  which  he  had  to  express  his  opinion 
as  a  Peer  was  the  bill  sent  up  by  the  Commons,  requiring 
property  in  land  as  a  qualification  to  be  returned  representa- 
tive to  parliament  for  any  county,  city,  or  borough, — the 
object  being  to  weaken  the  Whig  party,  by  excluding  men 
who,  like  Sir  Andrew  Frecport,  were  engaged  in  commerce, 
and  were  of  liberal  politics.  Lord  Somers  contended  that 
"  the  nation  might  reasonably  be  left  to  their  freedom  in 
choosing  their  representatives  in  parllaniont ;  that  it  seemed 
both  unjust  and  cruel  if  a  poor  man  had  so  fair  a  reputation 
as  to  be  chosen,  notwithstanding  his  poverty,  by  those  who 
were  willing  to  pay  hini  wages,  that  lie  sliould  be  branded 


*    Lord  King's  "  Life  of  Locke,"  '244 — 248. 

f  London  Gazette,  22d  A])ril,  \f>'.)7.  "  His  INIajcsty  in  Council  received  the 
Seals  from  the  hands  of  the  Itight  Ilonourahle  Sir  John  Somers,  Knight,  Lortl 
Keejier  thereof,  and  was  ])leased  to  return  it  to  him  again,  with  tile  title  of 
Lord  Chancellor  of  England." 

\  Thesi!  grants  seem  to  have  crrated  a  good  deal  of  jealousy  and  envy,  hut 
Somers  conducted  hiiTiself  respecting  them  with  great  iiuUiicndence.  —  See 
I-etter  from  Secretary  ^'ernon  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  1  \'ernon's  (\)rr. 
22:i. 
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with  an   incapacity  because  of  his  small  estate  ;  that  cor-     CHAP. 

•  CVTTT 

ruption  in  elections  was  to  be  dreaded  from  the  rich  rather  ' 


than  from  the  poor ;  and  that,  at  all  events,  it  was  absurd  that 
land  should  be  the  only  property  recognised  as  a  qualifi- 
cation."    The  bill  was  rejected.  * 

Lord  Somers  had  now  reached  his  highest  pitch  of  worldly  Great  pros- 
prosperity.  He  was  not  only  tlie  favourite  of  the  King,  sobers" 
but  he  could  influence  a  decided  majority  in  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  and  his  general  popularity  was  such  that  the 
High  Church  party  expressed  a  wish  that  he  were  theirs. 
The  Tory  fox-hunters  could  say  nothing  against  him, 
except  that  he  was  "  a  vile  Whig ;  "  the  merchants  cele- 
brated him  as  the  only  Lord  Chancellor  who  had  ever 
known  any  thing  of  trade  or  finance ;  the  lawyers  were 
proud  of  him  as  shedding  new  glory  on  their  order,  and 
so  much  was  he  praised  for  his  taste  in  literature,  and  his 
patronage  of  literary  men,  that  all  works  of  any  merit  in 
verse  or  prose  were  inscribed  to  him.  Thus  was  he  addressed 
by  Addison  in  the  Dedication  of  his  Poem  in  praise  of 
King  William  :  — 

"  If  yet  your  tlioughts  are  loose  from  state  affairs,  Addison's 

Nor  fuel  the  burden  of  a  nation's  cares,  verses  on 

If  yet  your  time  and  actions  are  your  own,  Somers. 

Receive  the  jiresent  of  a  muse  unknown  : 
A  muse  that  in  adventurous  numbers  sings 
The  rout  of  armies  and  the  fall  of  kings, 
Britain  advanc'd,  and  Europe's  ))eace  restor'd 
By  Somers"  counsels  and  by  Nassau's  sword. 

"  To  you,  my  Lord,  these  daring  thoughts  belong, 
Who  hel])'d  to  raise  the  subject  of  my  song  ; 
To  you  the  hero  of  my  verse  reveals 
His  great  designs,  to  you  in  council  tells 


'  See  Tind.  Rap.  xiv.  37:!.  During  the  high  Tory  administration  of  Queen 
Anne,  the  bill  was  again  introduced  and  passed  (9  Anne,  c.  .5.);  but  on  this  one 
l)()int  I  think  the  Chartists  are  right,  and  when  a  member  of  tlie  House  of 
Commons  I  voted  in  their  favour.  Let  there  be  a  proper  (lualification  fixed  for 
tile  (kxlors,  and  they  may  be  safely  left  to  their  free  choice.  No  harm  what- 
ever would  follow  from  the  introduction  of  a  fvw  operatives  into  the  House  of 
''ommons;  but,  in  truth,  there  would  be  no  chance  of  such  an  occurrence. 
There  never  has  been  any  i)roi>erty  (pialification  for  the  reiiresentative  in  Scot- 
1  uiii  ;  and  tlie  Englisii  fasiiion,  attempted  to  be  introduced  at  the  time  of  the 
Retbrm  .Act,  was  strongly  and  successfully  resisted  by  us.  Yet,  whatever  ob- 
jiHtions  the  Scottish  nieml)ers  may  be  liable  to,  all  that  I  have  ever  known 
could  easily  have  produced  (jualKications,  if  the  statute  of  Anne  had  extended  to 


then). 
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CHAP.  IJi^  inmost  thoughts,  determining  the  doom 

flVIIL  Of  towns  unstorm'd,  and  battles  yet  to  come. 

And  well  could  you  in  your  immortal  strains 
Describe  his  conduct  and  reward  his  pains  : 
But  since  the  state  has  all  your  cares  engrost, 
And  poetry  in  higher  thoughts  is  lost, 
Attend  to  what  a  lesser  muse  indites. 
Pardon  her  faults,  and  countenance  her  flights."  * 

At  this  period  of  his  career  the  levee  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor was  almost  as  crowded  as  that  of  the  King ;  and  he 
could  not  have  been  insensible  to  the  popularity  he  enjoyed 
with  all  ranks  of  his  fellow  citizens.  But,  what  above  all 
yielded  him  the  most  enviable  gratification,  was  the  power 
which  he  enjoyed  from  his  own  great  income,  and  from  a 
just  application  of  a  portion  of  the  funds  of  the  state,  to  re- 
lieve distress,  and  to  encourage  rising  merit  struggling  with 
poverty.  He  not  only  liberally  assisted  literary  men  of  his 
own  country,  but  he  extended  his  patronage  to  foreigners. 
Present  by  About  this  time  Baylc's  "  Historical  and  Critical  Dictionary  " 
Bayle.  being  about  to  appear,  and  there  being  much  talk  of  the 
learning  and  of  the  poverty  of  the  author,  Lord  Somers  wrote 
to  a  friend  in  Holland,  intimating  that  "  if  Mr.  Bayle  would 
accept  of  his  patronage  for  his  Dictionary,  he  had  150  guineas 
at  his  service."  Bayle,  for  a  supposed  plot  in  favour  of 
France,  having  been  deprived  by  William  of  a  pension,  and 
turned  out  of  his  professorship  at  Rotterdam,  answered,  that, 
although  he  stood  in  need  of  the  present  offered  to  him,  he 
could  not  bring  himself  to  pay  that  compliment  to  a  Lord 
How  to  Tet  '^^^^o  was  minister  to  a  Prince  of  whom  he  had  such  reason  to 
rid  of  complain,  f     The  Chancellor  found  no  difficultv  In  procuring 

a  profligate       ,  r>      ti  i  n        '^ t\-  i 

parson.         the  acceptance  or  a  like  sum  by  a  parson  oi  iirorligate  morals, 

*  This  versification,  if  indiflorent,  was  the  best  then  going  ;  for  tlic  st;ir  of 
Dryden  was  disappearing  in  tlie  west,  and  that  of  I'ope  had  not  yet  begun  to 
illumine  the  eastern  liorizon. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  prose  dedications,  I  will  copy  a  few  sentences  of  that  by 
Edmund  Gibson  of  a  new  edition  of  Camden's  Britannia  ; 

"  She  (Britannia)  still  remeniljurs  liow  they  all  blessed  you  for  your  defence 
of  her  distressed  Prelates,  and  how  upon  your  Lordsliip's  advancement  a  general 
joy  ran  through  the  whole  family  :  l)ut  that  a  more  particular  satisfaction  ap- 
peared among  the  learned  to  see  the  honour  conferred  upon  a  leading  member 
of  tlieir  own  liody.  She  was  pleased  to  hear  tliem  say  that  l)y  such  promo- 
tions, they,  as  well  as  their  neighboius,  might  at  last  liave  tlieir  Hichelieus  and 
Colberts." 

1    Sue  Bios;.   I5rit.  r,7  19. 
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to  whom  it  was  offered  on  condition  that  he  would  cease  to     CHAP, 
come  to  his  levee.  *     A  more  unmixed  good  action  was  his   ' 


procuring  a  pension  for  the  widow  of  Archbishop  Tillotson, 
from  whose  disinterestedness  she  had  been  left  in  great  dis- 
tress. 

But  his  greatest  glory  was  his  patrpnage  of  Addison,  to  Somersthe 
which  we  are  indebted  not  only  for  the  "  Travels  in  Italy,"  Addison. 
and  the  "  Dialogue  on  Medals,"  but  to  the  enlarged  views 
and  exquisite  polish  which  distinguished  the  other  compo- 
sitions of  this  inimitable  writer.  Influenced  much  less  by 
the  flattering  lines  which  Addison,  then  unknown,  had  ad- 
dressed to  him  from  Oxford,  than  by  the  desire  to  assist  in 
fitting  for  the  public  service  one  so  likely  to  bring  credit 
to  the  Whig  party,  and  to  confer  benefits  on  his  country, 
he  eagerly  concurred  with  Montague,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  in  enabling  the  aspirant  diplomatist  to  fit 
himself  for  the  public  service  by  a  residence  in  France,  and 
by  visiting  foreign  courts.  The  consequence  was  that  an  an- 
nuity of  300/.  was  settled  upon  him,  and  paid  to  him  till  the 
King's  death.  To  this  kindness  in  a  considerable  measure 
may  be  ascribed  the  success  of  Addison's  subsequent  career,  f 

One  libel  appeared  upon  the  Lord  Chancellor,  which  only  Libel  on 
added  to  the  splendour  of  his  reputation.      This  Avas  written  ^(jhjjn^Jiior 
by  a  son  of  the  Earl  of  Abingdon,  who  had  been  engaged  in  a  taken  up 
Chancery  suit,  and  who  grossly  reflected  upon  a  decree  pro-  House  of 
nounced  against  him.     But  the  House  of  Lords  took  up  the  Lords  as  a 
matter  as  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  sent  a  message  by  the  privilege, 
Lord  Chief  Baron  and  ^Ir.  Justice  Keville  to  the  Commons,  ""'"^  ordered 

,  1  n  PI-  1  to  be  burnt 

rcquestmg  the  attendance  oi  one  ot  then*  members  upon  the  by  the  com- 
subjcct.     Thereupon,  Lord  Abingdon,  In  the  name  of  his  son,  '"°"  bans- 
begged  pardon  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  House  for 
tlie   offence   conuuittcd.     The    apology   stayed  fiu'tlier  pro- 
ceedings, beyond   ordering  the  libel  to  be  burnt  in  Palace 
Yard  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman.  \ 

*    I5iug.  IJrit.  :;7i;). 

f  Ho  must  otherwise  have  taken  orders;  and  it'  we  may  judge  by  liis  very 
worst  production,  his  "  Evidences  of  Christianity,"  lie  would  not  nuich  have 
distinguished  hiniselt'  as  a  divine.  Montague  thcrctore  might  say,  with  a  free 
conscience,  "  I  am  called  an  cncmv  to  tlie  church  ;  but  I  will  never  do  it  any 
oilier  injury  than  keeping  Mr.  Addison  out  of  it." 

I    I,ords  .Joinn.   xv.  '_'!().  'JIT. 

k     1 


man. 
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Standing 
order 
against 
piiblisliing 
any  of  the 
judicial 
decisions  of 
the  House 
of  Lords. 


Feb.  27. 
1698. 


Beginning 
of  Lord 
Somers's 
troubles. 


September, 
1697. 


I  may  here  mention  the  only  other  question  of  "  privilege  " 
which  arose  while  Lord  Somers  held  the  Great  Seal,  and, 
considering  his  liberality  and  good  sense,  we  cannot  but  be 
astonished  at  the  manner  in  which  it  was  treated.  The 
House  of  Lords  being  the  Court  of  Ai:)peal  in  the  last  resort, 
its  decisions  settle  the  law,  and  are  binding  on  all  inferior 
tribunals.  It  being  deemed  material  that  they  should  be 
made  know^n,  Sir  Bartholomew  Shower,  an  eminent  barrister, 
published  a  collection  of  them,  still  cited  under  the  title  of 
"  Shower's  Parliamentary  Cases,"  but  some  of  them  being 
freely  commented  upon,  the  publication  was  voted  to  be  a 
breach  of  privilege,  and  a  standing  order  was  made,  which  has 
never  yet  been  repealed,  whereby  it  was  "  Resolved,  that  it  is  a 
breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  House  for  any  person  whatso- 
ever to  print  or  publish  in  print  any  thing  relating  to  the 
proceedings  of  this  House,  without  the  leave  of  this  House." 
The  prohibition  was  thus  made  to  extend  not  only  to  the 
publication  of  political  debates,  but  to  judgments  upon  ap- 
peals pronounced  when  the  House,  as  a  court  of  justice,  sits 
forihus  apertis* 

After  a  splendid  interval  of  no  long  duration  from  the  time 
Avhen  Somers  was  made  Lord  Chancellor  and  a  Peer,  he  was 
almost  constantly  involved  in  political  troubles ;  and  although 
he  made  a  noble  struggle  against  them,  and  when  deprived  of 
office  acquired  fresh  claims  to  the  admiration  and  gratitude 
of  his  country,  henceforth  he  had  frequent  cause  to  regret 
that  he  had  not  spent  his  life  in  comfortable  obscurity  at 
Worcester,  or  in  j)hilosophic  calm  at  Oxford. 

Immediately  after  the  peace  of  Ryswlck,  the  English  na- 
tion, beino;  no  lonn-er  in  conflict  with  the  French,  became  dls- 


•  What  seems  still  more  extraordinary,  —  Lord  IL-irdwicke,  so  recently  as  tlic 
year  1762,  threatened  to  put  it  in  force  against  Sir  Michael  Foster,  who,  iji  his 
admirable  work  on  Crown  Law,  introduced  some  cases  decided  by  the  House  of 
Lords.  — Life  of  Sir  M.  Foster,  p.  1,). 

It  may  be  conijjared  to  the  standing  order  jjassed  in  1721,  k'vulled  against 
Edmund  Curl,  declaring  it  to  lie  "a  Ijreach  of  jjrivilege  to  j)ul)lisl)  the  Life  of 
any  deceased  I'eer  or  Lord  of  Parliament  without  the  permission  ol'  iiis  heir  or 
executors."  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  move  to  have  this  standing  order  repealed 
before  I  ventured  to  publish  my  "  Lives  of  the  Chancellors,"  as  I  should  liave 
found  sf)me  diflicujty  in  discoveiing  the  heir  of  St.  Swithin  or  'I'urk.iti'l.  ;ind  I 
did  not  like  to  run  the  risk  of  l)eing  sent  to  the  Tower  for  defying  the  authority 
of  the  House.  —  See  y/n/isurt/'s  Z>tWtvv,  2Sth  July,  1845. 
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contented  at  home,  and  ceased  to    consider  William  their     CHAP, 
deliverer  and  their  champion.     The  Tory  party  grew  stronger       ' 


and  more  indifferent  as  to  the  means  they  employed  to  recover  Growing 
power.  Louis  XIV.,  although  he  had  reluctantly  acknow-  power  of 
ledged  the  lie  volution  settlement  in  England,  was  ready  to  ,,.        .  * 

&  _  .  .  *  lews  of 

seize  any  favourable  opportunity  for  reviving  the  claim  of  Louis  x  I  v. 

James,  and,  looking  to  the  Spanish  succession,  he  kept  up  an  [^°J^  sue-*' 

immense  military  force,  to  be  actively  employed  as  soon  as  fate  cession, 
should  put  an  end  to  the  inglorious  career  of  Charles  II., 
the  last  prince  of  the  Austrian  line  who  reigned  beyond  the 
Pyrenees. 

To  preserve  internal  tranquillity,  still  threatened  by  the  Somers's 

Jacobites,  and  as  a  preparation  for  forei";n  war  which  mio;ht  P»'T^P!'l*-*t 

'  J^      _^  _    ^  ^  "in  defence 

at  any  moment  be  rekindled,  William  proposed  to  keep  em-  of  standing 
bodied  a  few  thousands  of  the  veteran  troops  which  had  controyoV  "^ 
fought  with  him  so  gloriously  at  Namur;  but  the  Commons,  Parlia- 
under  a  pretended  regard  for  public  liberty,  factiously  came 
to  a  vote  "  that  all  the  land  forces  of  the  kingdom  that  had 
been  raised  since  the  29th  of  September,  1680,  should  be 
paid  and  disbanded."*  The  debates  upon  the  subject  in 
Parliament  were  most  violent,  and  many  publications  issued 
from  the  press  by  Tory  partisans,  Invclgliing  against  standing 
armies,  and  accusing  the  King  of  a  design  to  make  himself 
absolute  with  the  aid  of  his  Dutch  guards.  In  answer  to 
these  came  out  a  pamphlet,  entitled  "  A  Letter  balancing  the 
Necessity  of  keeping  a  Land  Force  in  time  of  Peace,  witli  the 
Dangers  which  may  follow  therefrom."  This  was  universally 
ascril^cd  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  is  certainly  much  after 
Ills  manner.  I  believe  it  to  be  his;  and,  proving  the  author 
to  be  far  in  advance  of  his  age  for  sound  constitutional 
doctrine  and  for  just  views  of  society  and  of  civil  govern- 
ment, It  reflects  as  much  credit  upon  lilm  as  any  of  tlic 
poi)ular  treatises  which  he  wrote  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
lie  i)rofesses  impartially  to  state  the  arguments  on  l)oth 
sides,  but  strongly  leans  throughout  In  favour  of  a  small 
standing  army,  tt)  be  voted  annually  and  [)aid  by  Parliament. 
lie  shows  the  absolute  necessity  for  such  a  force  being  kept 

•    .')  I'arl.   Iliii.   1  IDI.  1  l:)i. 
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CHAP,     up  in  the  present  state  of  the  world,  and  argues  that,  being 

*      under  the  control  of"  Parliament,  it  never  can  be  dangerous 

to  public  liberty.  He  thus  concludes:  —  "From  a  standing 
army,  now  become  necessary  to  defend  us  from  foreign  attack, 
nothing  is  to  be  apprehended  as  long  as  England  is  true  to 
herself;  and  whensoever  the  nation  has  lost  the  noble  sense 
of  liberty  by  which  we  are  now  distinguished,  we  shall  soon 
make  fetters  for  ourselves  though  we  shovild  find  none  ready 
made."*  Considering  that  even  Montesquieu  and  Black- 
stone  f  continued  to  declaim  upon  the  incompatibility  of 
standing  armies  and  national  freedom,  we  ought  to  honour 
the  patriot  who,  in  the  17th  century,  boldly  pointed  out  that 
a  body  of  professional  soldiers  was  much  })etter  fitted  for 
attaining  the  ends  either  of  defence  or  of  conquest,  than  those 
temporary  forces  which  are  raised  by  occasionally  embodying 
and  arming  a  portion  of  the  citizens,  and  that  though  such 
an  institution  may  be  dangerous  in  a  country  where  the 
powers  of  the  Prince  are  ill  defined,  after  our  rights  had 
been  declared  and  guaranteed  at  the  Revolution,  — in  England 
it  could  be  attended  Avith  no  ri"sk,  and  should  excite  no 
alarm.  But,  although  Somers's  reasoning  has  finally  pre- 
vailed, it  produced  little  effect  in  his  own  time,  and  William 
was  not  only  obliged  to  ship  off  his  Dutch  guards,  but  to 
reduce  almost  all  the  English  regiments  which  had  returned 
from  Flanders. 
William  As  the  Tories  intended,  he  took  tliis  most  grievously  to 

avours  t  le    j^pj^^.f   r^^^[  \^q  becamc  more  and  more  sick  of  the  Whig  party, 

1  ones.  '  o  1         J  ' 

which  had  not  sufficient  infiucnce  to  procure  him  the  grati- 
fication of  his  favourite  passion,  or  even  to  enable  him  to 
provide  for  the  public  safety.  In  those  days  there  was  no 
sucli  thing  as  a  sudden,  entire,  sweeping  change  of  adminis- 
tration, but  William  from  this  time,  ns  a  matter  of  polic}*, 
began  to  favour  the  Tories.  The  Earl  of  Jersey  was  made 
Secretary  of  State  in  the  room  of  Somers's  friend,  the  Duke 
of  Shrewsbury  ;  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  succeeded  tlic  Duke 
of  Leeds  as  president  of  the  Council  ;  and  Lord  Lon>dalc  the 
l^arl  of  Penil)roke,  as  Lord  l^rivy  SeaL      Nay,   ^Montague, 

'    Scu  Tlii.l.  Cont.   U.i]).  vol.  xiv.  -IIG.  f    Sp.  L.  ii.  (i.    I   151.   Com.    11). 
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with  whom  Somers  had  ever  so  cordially  co-operated,  and     CHAP. 
who  was  considered  the  second  leader  of  the   AVhigs,  re-   ' 


tired  from  the  office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
in  which  he  had  gained  such  reputation,  to  make  room 
for  Mr.  Smith. 

Somers  was  still  more  obnoxious  to  the  Tories  than  any  of 
his  colleagues  who  were  gone,  and  they  would  have  been 
still  more  delighted  to  have  seen  him  sacrificed;  but  the 
Chancellor  did  not  offer  voluntarily  to  resign,  and  Wil- 
liam could  not  yet  bring  himself  to  dismiss  him. 

It  might  have  been  well  for  Somers's  reputation  if  he  had 
been  deprived  of  the  Great  Seal  before  the  misapplication  of 
it,  which  I  am  now  about  to  relate,  and  which,  though 
it  did  not  in  the  event  subject  him  to  punishment,  certainly 
casts  a  shade  upon  his  fame. 

In  the  prospect  of  the  death  of  Charles  II.  of  Spain  with-   Claimants 
out  issue,  all  Europe  was  in  a  state  of  anxiety  respecting  the  njsh  luc-''^' 
succession   to   his  vast   dominions.     "  His   eldest   sister  had  cession. 
married  Lewis  XIV. ;  and  in  the  common  course  of  inhe- 
ritance  the  Dauphin  would  have   been   his  heir.     But   the 
Infanta  had,  at  the  time  of  her  espousals,  solemnly  renounced, 
in  her  own  name,  and  in  tliat  of  her  posterity,  all  claim  to 
the  succession.     This  renunciation  had  been  confirmed  in  due 
form  by  the  Cortes.      A  younger  sister  of  the  King  had  been 
the  first  wife  of  Leopold,  Emperor  of  Germany.      She,  too, 
had  at  her  marriage   renounced  her  claims  to  the   Spanish 
crown  ;  but  the  Cortes  had  not  sanctioned  the  renunciation, 
and  it  was  therefore  considered  as   invalid   by  the   Spanish 
jurists.      The  fruit  of  this  marriage  was  a  daughter,  who  had 
married   the  Elector  of  Bavaria.      The  Electoral  Prince  of 
P>avaria  inherited  her  claim  to  the  throne  of  Spain.      The 
Emperor  Leopold  was  son  of  a  daughter  of  Pliilij)  III.,  and 
was  therefore  first  cousin  to  Charles.     No  remuneration  what- 
ever had  been  exacted  from  his  mother  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage.      Thus  that  claim  which,  according  to  the  ordinary 
rules  of  inheritance  was  tlie  strongest,  liad  been  barred  by  a 
contract  executed  in  the  most  binding  form.      The  claim  of 
thr  electoral  Prince  of  liavaria  was  wcakcM-.      Put  so  also  was 
the  contracl   wliich   bound   him   not   \o  i)rosccute  his  claim. 
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ties. 


CHAl\      The  only  party  against  whom  no  instrument  of  renunciation 

'      could  be  produced,  was  the  party  who,  in  respect  of  blood, 

had  the  weakest  claim  of  all."*  Louis  and  Leopold  each 
claimed  the  whole,  but  to  lessen  alarm  from  excessive  empire, 
proposed  that  the  inheritance  should  go  to  a  younger  branch 
of  the  family ;  the  one  to  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  and  the  other 
to  the  Archduke  Charles. 

William,  whose  destiny  it  was  to  preserve  the  balance  of 

power  in  Europe,  was  placed  in  a  situation  of  the  greatest 

embarrassment.     Although  the  Spanish  King  was  yet  quite 

a  young  man,  and  was  married  to  a  young  and  beautiful  wife, 

from  the  exhausted  state  of  his  health  all  hope  of  posterity 

was  gone,  and  every  packet  might   bring  the   news  of  his 

dissolution. 

William's  The  diplomacy  into  which  William  now  entered,  and  which 

policy  in  en-  produccd  thc  two  Partition  Treaties,  has  been  much  censured, 

tenng  into     r^jjj  ^QQg  gecm  to  US  vcrv  inexplicable.     The  necessity  of  the 

the  Par-  .    i       i  ,         .^     ,    ,  .        .       ,.  .  „    ,  . 

tition  Trea-  casc  might  have  justmcd  hmi  in  disposing  or  the  sovereignty 
of  great  states  w^ithout  the  consent  of  their  inhabitants  ;  but 
the  measures  he  took  seem  calculated  to  enhance  the  danger 
which  he  apprehended,  and  to  further  the  ambitious  schemes 
of  his  great  opponent.  Lord  Somers,  and  his  more  prudent 
councillors,  were  of  opinion  that  thc  settlement  of  the  Spanisli 
succession  should  not  be  attempted  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  Spanish  government ;  and  tliat  if  such  a  settlement 
could  not  be  obtained,  the  wise  course  would  be  to  wait  pre- 
pared till  the  crisis  arrived,  and  then  to  be  governed  by  cir- 
cumstances, which  the  keenest  politician  could  not  foresee. 

But  William,  acting  without  thc  advice  of  any  English 
minister,  followed  a  different  course,  and  fell  into  thc  snare 
which  was  laid  for  him.  Louis  XIV.,  to  secure  at  all  events  a 
certain  })ortion  of  the  Spanish  dominions  to  his  family,  and 
to  disgust  Spain  with  England  that  he  might  improve  his 
chance  of  obtaining  all,  proposed  to  William  that  they  two, 
of  tlicir  own  authority,  sliould  settle  thc  question  of  the  suc- 
cession—  by  giving  Spain  thc  Indies,  and  the  Netherlands 
to  the  electoral   Prince  of  Bavaria,  the  two  Sicilies  to  thc 

*    Macaulay'b  Essays,  ii.  'IS. 
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Dauphin,  and  the  Milanese  to  the  Archduke  Charles.     Per-     CHAP, 
haps  William  thought  that  the  King  of  Spain,  whose  great   '_ 


object  it  was  to  preserve  the  integrity' of  the  empire  which  he 
ruled,  whoever  should  be  the  heir,  might  be  offended  with 
France  for  this  interference,  and  make  another  disposition 
of  the  whole  in  favour  of  a  German  Prince,  or  that  this 
was  the  only  mode  to  prevent  the  union  of  France  and 
Spain  under  the  same  crown.  Whatever  might  be  his  rea- 
soning, he  was  strongly  inclined  in  favour  of  the  arrange- 
ment ;  and  he  was  not  swayed  by  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Somers,  who,  being  consulted,  condemned  it  in  as  strong 
language  as  a  minister  could  venture  to  employ. 

In  July,  1698,  the  King  having  dissolved  the  parliament 
went  over  to  Holland,  and  the  Partition  scheme  seemed  to  be 
abandoned ;  but  the  Chancellor,  having  retired  to  Tunbridge 
Wells  to  recruit  his  health  from  the  severe  labours  he  had 
undergone,  was  surprised  to  receive  the  following  letter  from 
his  royal  Master: — 

August  y.  1698. 

"  I  imparted  to  you,  before  I  left  England,  that  in  France  William's 
there  was  expressed,  to  my  Lord  Portland,  some  inclination   gomers'ie- 
to  come  to  an  agreement  with  us  concerning  the  succession  spectingthe 
of  the  King  of  Spain;  since  which  Count  Tallard  has  men-  ^^^■^^^^^ 
tioned  it  to  me,  and  has   made  such  propositions,   the   par-  treaty, 
ticulars  of  which  my  Lord  Portland  will  write  to  Vernon,  to 
whom  I  have  given  orders  not  to  communicate  them  to  any 
other  besides  yourself,  and   to    leave  to  your  judgment  to 
whom  else  you  would  think  proper  to  impart  them,  to  the 
end  that  I  might  know  your  opinion  upon  so  important  an 
affair,  and  which  requires  the  greatest  secrecy.     If  it  be  fit 
this  negotiation  should  be  carried  on,  there  is  no  time  to  be 
lost,  and  you  will  send  me  the  full  powers  under  the  Great 
Seal,  witli  the  names  in  Blank,  to  treat  with  Count  Tallard. 
I  believe  this  may  be  done  so  secretly  that  none  l)ut  you  and 
Vernon,  and  those  to  whom  you  shall  liave  coninmulcated  it, 
may  have  knowledge  of  it,  so  that  the  clerk.<,   who  are  to 
write  the  warrant  and  the  full  powers,  may  not  know  what 
it   is.       According    to    all   intelligence!    the    King    of  Spain 
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cannot  outlive  the  month  of  October,  and  the  least  accident 
may  carry  him  off  every  day.  I  received  yesterday  your 
letter  of  the  9th.  Since  ray  Lord  Wharton  cannot  at  thi? 
time  leave  England,  I  must  think  of  some  other  to  seno 
ambassador  to  Spain :  if  you  can  think  of  any  one  proper, 
let  me  know  it,  and  be  always  assured  of  my  friendship. 

"William  K." 


Conduct  of 
Somers  on 
receiving 
this  letter. 


I-ettor  of 
SoiniTS  to 
William. 


Lord  Somers  so  far  acted  properly  that  he  immediately 
communicated  this  letter  to  four  of  his  colleagues,  and  they 
all  agreeing  with  him  as  to  the  inexpediency  of  the  treaty, 
he  sent  their  explicit  opinion  to  the  King,  with  the  reasons 
on  which  it  was  founded ;  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  he 
acted  most  unconstitutionally  in  sending  at  the  same  time  a 
blank  commission  under  the  Great  Seal,  by  which  any  Com- 
missioners whose  names  William  might  please  to  insert  in  it 
should  be  authorised  to  conclude  tlie  treaty  on  the  terms 
proposed,  or  on  any  other  terms  which  William  might  dictate. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  his  opinion  upon  a  matter  of 
such  magnitude  was  disregarded,  it  was  his  duty  to  resign ; 
and  that  at  all  events  he  ought  not  to  have  enabled  the  King 
to  conclude  an  important  treaty,  by  which  England  was  to  be 
bound,  without  the  privity  and  advice  of  a  responsible  English 
minister.  If  the  government  was  to  be  carried  on  by  the 
Sovereign's  personal  exercise  of  the  prerogative,  what  had 
been  gained  by  the  Kevolution?  Yet  in  the  vState  Paper 
Office  there  is  the  following  letter,  with  the  genuine  sig- 
nature of  Lord  Somers  :  — 

Tunbridgo  Wdls,  28th  August,  IfJOS.    ().  S. 

"  Sir.,  —  Having  your  Majesty's  permission  to  try  if  the 
waters  would  contribute  to  the  re-cstablishmcnt  of  my  health, 
I  was  just  got  to  this  place  when  I  had  tlie  lionour  of  yotu* 
connnands :  I  thought  the  best  way  of  executing  them  would 
be  to  communicate  to  my  Lord  of  Orford,  ISlr.  ^Montagu, 
and  tlie  Duke  of  Shrewsbiuy  (wlio  before  I  left  London  luid 
ngreed  upon  a  meeting  about  that  time),  the  subject  of  Lord 
Portland's  letter;   at  the  same  time  letting  them  know,  how 
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strictly  your  Majesty  required  that  it  should  remain  an  abso-     CHAP, 
lute  secret. 

"  Since  that  time  Mr.  Montagu  and  Mr.  Secretary  are  come 
down  hither ;  and  upon  the  whole  discourse  three  things  have 
principally  occurred  to  be  humbly  suggested  to  your  Ma- 
jesty. 

"  First,  that  the  entertaining  a  proposal  of  this  nature  seems 
to  be  attended  with  very  many  ill  consequences  if  the  French 
did  not  act  a  sincere  part ;  but  we  were  soon  at  ease  as  to 
any  apprehension  of  this  sort,  being  fully  assured  your  Ma- 
jesty would  not  act  but  with  the  utmost  surety,  in  an  affair 
wherein  the  glory  and  safety  of  Europe  were  so  highly  con- 
cerned. 

"  The  second  thing  considered  was  the  very  ill  prospect  of 
what  was  like  to  happen  upon  the  death  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  in  case  nothing  Avas  done  previously  towards  the  pro 
ceeding  against  that  accident  which  seemed  probably  to  be 
very  near :  The  King  of  France  having  so  great  a  force  in 
such  a  readiness,  that  he  was  in  a  condition  to  take  possession 
of  Sj)ain,  before  any  other  Prince  could  be  able  to  make  a 
stand :  Your  Majesty  is  the  best  judge  whether  this  be  the 
case,  Avho  are  so  perfectly  informed  of  the  circumstances  of 
parts  abroad. 

"  But,  so  far  as  relates  to  England,  it  Avould  be  want  of 
duty  not  to  give  your  Majesty  this  clear  account, — That  there 
is  a  deadness  and  want  of  spirit  in  the  nation  universally,  so 
as  not  at  all  to  be  disposed  to  the  thought  of  entering  into  a 
new  Avar,  and  that  they  seem  to  be  tired  out  Avith  taxes  to  a 
degree,  beyond  Avhat  Avas  discerned  till  it  appeared  upon  the 
occasion  of  the  late  elections :  This  is  the  truth  of  the  fact, 
upon  Avhich  your  INlajcsty  Avill  determine  what  resolutions  are 
])ropcr  to  be  taken. 

"  That  Avhlch  rcnuuncd,  Avas  the  consideration  Avhat  Avould 
be  the  condition  of  Europe,  if  the  proposal  took  place  :  Of 
tliis  we  thought  ourselves  little  capable  of  judging:  But  it 
seemed  that  if  Sicily  Avas  in  the  Frencli  hands,  tlicy  Avill  ])C 
entirely  masters  of  the  Levant  trade ;  that  if  they  Avere  pos- 
sessed of  Fiu'.d,  and  those  other  sea-})orts  on  that  side, 
whereby  ]\Iilan  would  be  entirely  shut  out  from  relief  bv  sea, 
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CHAP,  or  any  other  commerce,  that  Duchy  would  be  of  little  signi- 
fication in  the  hands  of  any  prince,  and  that  if  the  King  of 
France  had  possession  of  that  part  of  Guipuscoa,  which  is 
mentioned  in  the  proposal,  besides  the  ports  he  would  have 
in  the  ocean,  it  does  seem,  he  would  have  as  easy  a  way  of 
invading  Spain  on  that  side  as  he  now  has  on  the  side  of 
Catalonia. 

"  But  it  is  not  to  be  hoped  that  France  will  quit  its  pretences 
to  so  great  a  succession  without  considerable  advantages ; 
aYid  M'c  are  all  assured  your  Majesty  will  reduce  the  terms  as 
low  as  can  be  done,  and  make  them,  as  far  as  possible  in  the 
present  circumstances  of  things,  such  as  may  be  some  foun- 
dation for  the  future  quiet  of  Christendom,  which  all  your 
subjects  cannot  but  be  convinced  is  your  true  aim  :  If  it  could 
be  brought  to  pass  that  England  might  be  some  way  a  gainer 
by  this  transaction,  Avhether  it  was  by  the  Elector  of  Bavaria 
(who  is  the  gainer  by  your  Majesty's  interposition  in  this 
treaty),  his  coming  to  an  agreement  to  let  us  into  some  trade 
to  the  Spanish  plantations,  or  in  any  other  manner,  it  would 
wonderfully  endear  your  Majesty  to  your  English  subjects. 

"  It  does  not  appear,  in  case  this  negotiation  should  pro- 
ceed, what  is  to  be  done  on  your  part  in  order  to  make  it  take 
place  :  AVhether  any  more  be  required  than  that  the  Englislx 
and  Dutch  should  sit  still  and  France  itself  to  see  it  executed  : 
If  that  be  so,  Avhat  security  ought  we  to  expect  tliat  if,  by 
our  being  neuter,  the  French  be  successful,  they  will  confine 
themselves  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and  not  attempt  to 
nv^kc  fartlier  advantages  of  their  success? 

"  I  humbly  beg  your  Majesty's  pardon  that  these  thoughts 
are  so  ill  put  together  :  These  waters  arc  known  to  discompose 
and  disturb  the  head  so  as  almost  totally  to  disable  one  from 
writing  :  I  should  be  extremely  troubled  if  my  absence  from 
London  has  delayed  the  despatch  of  the  Commission  one 
day  :  You  will  be  pleased  to  observe  that  two  persons  (as  tlic 
Commission  is  drawn)  must  be  named  in  it,  but  the  ])owers 
may  be  executed  by  either  of  them  :  I  suppose  your  ^Majesty 
will  not  tlilnk  it  proper  to  name  Commissioners  that  are  not 
Enullsh  or  naturalised  in  an  alfair  of  this  nature. 
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"  I  pray  God  give  your  Majesty  honour  and  success  in  CHAP, 
all  your  undertakings.  I  am  with  the  utmost  duty  and  ^^^^^' 
respect, 

"  Sir, 
"  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful 

"  and  most  obedient  Subject  and  Servant, 

"  SOMERS,  C. 

"  P.  S.  —  The  Commission  is  wrote  by  Mr.  Secretary,  and 

'  I  have   had  it  scaled  in  such  a  manner  that  no  creature  has 

the  least  knowledge  of  the  thing  besides  the  persons  named."* 

Under  the  authority  of  this  Commission,  a  treaty  was  First  Par- 
signed,  and  being  sent  to  England,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  concluded  ^ 
a  warrant  under  the  hand  of  the  King,  ratified  it  under  the 
Great  Seal,  without  communicating  it  to  the  Privy  Council, 
or  any  others  of  his  colleagues.  —  Such  is  the  history  of  the 
treaty  which,  Avith  such  exquisite  ingenuity  and  humour,  was 
ridiculed  by  Arbuthnot,  some  years  afterwards  in  his  "  His- 
tory of  John  Bun."t  Perhaps  we  ought  to  give  William 
credit  for  anticipating  "the  i)aroxysm  of  rage  into  which 
poor  old  Lord  Strutt  fell,  on  hearing  that  his  runaway  ser- 
vant Nick  Frog,  his  clothier  John  Bull,  and  his  old  enemy 
Lewis  Baboon,  had  come  witli  quadrants,  poles,  and  ink- 
horns,  to  survey  his  estate,  and  to  draw  his  will  for  him." 
On  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  the  Partition  treaty  at  INIa- 
drid,  Charles  did  make  a  will  devising  the  whole  of  his  domi- 
nions to  the  Bavarian  Prince,  but  unhappily  this  will  had 
scarcely  been  signed  when  the  Prince  died. 

William  and  his  Chancellor  still  l)otli  remaining  under  Marcii, 
what  seems  nothing  short  of  infatuation,  a  second  Partition 
Treaty  was,  with  equal  secrecy  and  irresponsibility,  negotiated 
and  ratified  ; — whereby  it  was  agreed  that  Spain,  tlio  Indies, 
and  the  Nelherhuuls  should  descend  to  tiie  ^Vrchdukc  Charles, 
• — -that  Franco  should  still  have  the  two  Sicilies,  —  and  that 
for  her  acconnnodation  the  Duke  of  Loraine  should  surrender 


*   2  \l:\.\\)\\,  79';,  7!)7. 

f    III  Vfality,  tlie  Kiii;^  j^roprin  v'ujorc  li.'ul  a'irood  t(>  all  tlic  tonus  of  tlie  tr<.'.i!y 
four  (lavs  al'tL'r  writiiiii;  for  (lowers  to  a  ticijoti  itor. 
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liis  principality  to  her  in  exchange  for  the  Milanese.  Nothing 
whatever  was  stipulated  for  England,  and  all  sensible  standers- 
by  saw  that,  when  the  crisis  arrived,  Louis  would  utterly  dis- 
regard the  treaty  as  well  as  the  renunciation,  and  seek  to 
annihilate  the  Pyrenees. 

Although  the  manner  in  which  these  treaties  had  been  ne- 
gotiated  and  concluded  was  not  yet  known  in  England,  the 
terms  of  them  excited  there  a  tumult  of  disapprobation,  and 
greatly  strengthened  the  Tory  party,  who  not  unreasonably 
threw  all  the  blame  upon  the  Whigs.  Xo  direct  vote  of 
censure  upon  either  treaty  was  proposed  in  parliament,  but  a 
series  of  motions  were  made  on  other  subjects,,  which  were 
meant  to  annoy  the  government  and  to  irritate  the  King, 
with  a  view  of  compelling  him  entirely  to  banish  the  Whigs 
from  his  councils. 

Attacks  were  made  on  the  Lord  Chancellor  for  his  ap- 
pointment and  dismissal  of  magistrates,  and  a  glowing  pic- 
ture was  now  drawn  of  his  arbitrary  treatment  of  those  who 
refused  to  sign  the  association  in  defence  of  the  King's  safety 
on  the  discovery  of  the  "  Assassination  Plot." 

A  more  factious  movement  was  a  charge  against  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  being  guilty  of  piracy  on  the  high  seas,  and 
sharing  in  tlie  booty  of  which,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations, 
foreigners  were  robbed.  So  far  back  as  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1696,  the  Indian  seas  being  much  infested  with  pirates, 
it  Avas  very  desirable  to  send  an  English  ship  of  war  to  cruise 
against  them,  but  there  was  no  fund  to  bear  the  expense,  for 
"  Parliament  had  so  appropriated  the  money  given  for  the 
sea,  that  no  part  of  it  could  be  applied  to  this  expedi- 
tion." *  Tlie  King  recommended  a  private  subscrljitlon, 
saying  that  he  would  lay  down  3()0OZ.  himself.  He  after- 
wards excused  hhnself  of  his  quota,  l)ut  the  Lord  Keeper 
actually  contributed  5001.,  and  so  did  the  other  ministers  In 
proportion.  Accordingly  a  noble  vessel,  called  "  The  ^Vd- 
venturc  Galley,"  was  fitted  (nit,  and  the  conunand  of  her 
given  to  William  Kid,  a  naval  ofllcer,  hitherto  esteemed  for 
honour    as   well    as    gallantry.      "  The   Lt)rd   Kee])er    knew 


*   ;5  Burnet,  '.yJ7. 
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notliins:  of  the  matter  farther  than  that  he  thought  it  be-     CHAP. 

.                               •              •              CVIII 
came  the  post  he  was  in  to  concur  in  such  a  pubhc  service ;   ' 

but  a  grant  was  made  to  the  undertakers  of  all  that  should  be 
taken  from  the  pirates  by  their  ship."  *  Captain  Kid  was 
regularly  commissioned  "  to  sink,  burn,  and  destroy  pirates," 
but,  on  arriving  in  the  Indian  seas,  he  turned  pirate  himself,  and 
cruised  against  the  commerce  of  all  nations  indiscriminately, 
—  till,  after  a  sharp  engagement  with  an  English  frigate,  in 
Avhich  several  fell  on  both  sides,  he  was  captured,  and 
brought  home  in  irons.  A  motion  was  now  unblushingly 
made  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  hold  the  Lord  Chancellor 
liable  for  all  these  enormities,  the  mover  not  only  inveigh- 
ing against  the  illegality  of  the  expedition  and  of  the  grant, 
but  broadly  insinuating  that  all  the  murders  and  robberies 
had  happened  in  consequence  of  his  Lordship's  orders,  for  the 
purpose  of  swelling  his  share  of  the  profits,  and  that  he  was 
looked  to  by  Kid  for  protection  and  indemnity  at  home.  "  Such 
black  constructions  are  men  who  are  engaged  in  parties  apt  to 
make  of  the  actions  of  those  whom  they  intend  to  disgrace, 
even  against  their  own  consciences."  f  However,  the  charge 
was  so  outrageous,  that  none  would  vote  for  it  who  had 
any  regard  for  character,  and  it  was  rejected  by  a  large  ma- 
jority.! 

The  next  measure  was  better  imagined,  and  was  attended  BUI  to  re- 
wlth  brilliant  success.     A  bill  was  introduced  to  resume  the  ^,'.'"^/^'^ 

iving  s 

grants  of  Irish  forfeited  estates,  Avhich  William  had  very  grants 
lavishly  distributed  among  his  favourites.  Being  once  thrown 
out  by  the  Lords,  it  was  tacked  to  a  bill  of  supply, — depriving 
the  Lords  (as  it  was  said)  of  any  power  to  touch  it  without 
losing  the  sup{)ly.  The  Court  still  made  strenuous  exertions 
to  stoj)  this  multifarious  bill.  Lord  Soniers,  on  the  score  of 
ill  health,  was  absent  from  the  debates  upon  it  in  the  Peers, 
and  a  charge  was  brought  against  him,  that,  not  venturing 
()l)eiily  to  ()})p()se  it,  he  feigned  sickness,  and  tried  to  defeat  it 
])y  intrigue.  This  was  an  unluekv  time  for  the  Chancellor, 
as  tlu^  King,  most  anxious  to  defeat  the  bill,  was  highly  dis- 
satisfied  with   iiim   for  not   oj)])()sing   it   more   actively.      It 

'*  :!  Huna't,  :;'_'7.  r   I '>""'•  3-^- 

f    Caiitain   Kid  was  afivrwards  tried  and  t-Mii.ti' '.   11   St.  'I'v.  ]■_':?.    l-i7. 
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CHAP,     passed  both  Houses,  and   such  was  the  strong   feeling  in 

^^^^^"     favour  of  it  with  the  public,  that  Lord  Somers  would  not 

venture  to  advise  on  the  present  occasion  an  exercise  of  the 

veto  by  the  Crown,  and  it  received  the  royal  assent.  * 

1700  ^'"^'^'        -^^^^  Commons  not  contented  with  this  victory,  a  motion 

Motion  in      was  made  that  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 

of  Com-  ^    praying,  "  that  his  Majesty  will  remove  John  Lord  Somers, 

monsforthe  Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  from  his  presence  and  councils 

removal  of       .  ,^,         -   ,  ,  .  .  .  ^  , 

Lord  tor  ever.       IJie  debate  upon  this  occasion  is  uniortunately 

Somers         j^g^ .  ^j^([  ^y^  Qj^|y  ]^now,  jjenerallv,  that  his  arbitrary  removal 
lost.  '      .  -^  '  ^  ."      .  "^ 

of  magistrates   after  the    assassination    plot,   and  the   other 

charges  which  Avere  afterwards  made  the  subject  of  the  im- 
peachment, were  now  liotly  urged  against  him  ;  while  he  was 
ably  defended  by  some  of  his  friends,  and  liis  merits  and 
services  were  so  powerfully  portrayed,  that  the  motion  was 
negatived  by  a  majority  of  1G7  to  lOG.f  However,  the 
Commons  were  determined  to  cany  their  object  indirectly  ; 
and,  before  separating,  they  came  to  a  vote  which  they  knew 
would  be  most  offensive  to  the  King,  and  would  drive  him  to 
throw  himself  into  the  arms  of  the  party  who  were  strong 
enougli  to  protect  him  from  such  insults  —  "  that  an  address 
be  presented  to  his  ISInjcsty,  praying,  that  no  person  who  is 
not  a  native  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  except  his  Koyal 
Highness  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  be  admitted  to  his 
^Majesty's  councils  in  England  or  Ireland." 
iitiiAprll,  To  avoid  receiving  and  answering  tliis  address,  William 
Illness  of  came  to  the  House  of  Lords  next  morning,  and  the  Commons 
Lord  being  summoned,  • —  by  his  orders  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  in 

the  absence  of  the  Lord  Chancellor];,  declared  tliat  tlie  Par- 
liament was  prorogued,  —  and  it  was   not   allowed  again   to 
assemble. 
Jan.  23d.  Loi'd  Somcrs  liad  been  absent  from  the  House  al)ove  two 

months.     It  so  happened  that  tlie  last  time  he  had  presided 
on    the    woolsack,    was    the    day    on    whicli    his    celebrated 


•   ]\  Sc  -['2  W.  :\  c.  L>. 

t    ("om.  Jouni.  5  Pill.  Hist.  I'i-i  1 .      Burnet,  iii.  ':y^4. 

\  TliLTf  was  a  coHiniission  from  the  Crown  authorising  Ji'hn  Karl  of 
JJridf^ewater  to  act  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  tiie  absence  of  the 
Lord  Chaneellor. 
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judgment  in  the  "  Bankers'  Case"  was  reversed.  *  Party 
feeling  had  mixed  itself  up  a  good  deal  in  this  affair,  and  the 
story  was  circulated  that  he  had  taken  to  his  bed  not  only 
from  the  slur  cast  upon  his  judicial  fame,  but  from  the 
prospect  of  his  approaching  fall. 

An  attempt  was  now  made  to  induce  hhn  to  quit  his  party, 
and  Sunderland  pressed  him  to  join  with  the  Tories  in  a 
new  ministry;  but  he  answered,  —  "  This  is  neither  my 
custom  nor  consistent  with  my  honour."f  This  oifer  being 
rejected,  the  Tories  were  relentless  against  him,  and  Harley, 
above  all,  was  eager  for  his  dismissal,  j 

William  regarded  the  Chancellor  with  unshaken  con- 
fidence, but  thought  that  he  could  not  oppose  his  own 
wishes  to  the  national  indignation,  however  unreasonable  it 
might  be,  and  that  before  calling  another  parliament  his 
administration  must  be  remodelled.  "  The  first  time  that 
the  Lord  Somers  had  recovered  so  nuich  health  as  to  come 
to  Court,  the  King  told  him  it  seemed  necessary  for  his 
service  that  he  should  part  with  the  Seals,  and  he  wished 
that  he  would  make  the  delivering  them  up  his  own  act.  He 
excused  himself  in  this ;  all  his  friends  had  pressed  him  not 
to  offer  them,  since  that  seemed  to  show  fear  or  guilt,  so  he 
begged  the  King's  j)ardon  If  in  this  he  followed  their  advice; 
but  he  told  the  King  that  whensoever  he  should  send  a 
warrant  under  his  hand  conunandlng  him  to  deliver  them  up, 
he  would  inunediately  obey  it."'  On  the  17tli  of  April  the 
expected  warrant  was  brought  to  him  by  the  Earl  of  Jersey, 
and,  still  in  the  48th  year  of  his  age,  he  delivered  to  that 
nobleman  the  Great  Seal,  which  for  above  seven  years  he  had 
held  with  so  muc^h  honour,  and  which,  amidst  all  the  strange 
vicissitudes  whicli  he  and  Ills  party  afterwards  experienced, 
he  never  recovered.  § 
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*   Ante,  p.  111.  c/ ,sr7.  f   Ciinnin}j;hnin,  i.   IS:5. 

t   "Tlie  just    reputation    and    liijjh  rank  whicli   lie    had   justly  acipiircd  were 
intolerable  to  Hailey's  envious  heart." — Hirch's  MSS.    121;.!.    IJiii.  iMus. 

s^    The  follouinir  account  of  this  allair  is  <;iven  l)y  Ohhnixon,  on  the  autlioiity     Ohimixon's 
of  a  picntleinan  who,  he  says,  had  it  from    Lord   Somers  irnn^elf; — "  I'he    Kini^     iiccount  of 
some  time  before  the  prorofjation,  wliich    was    April    II.,  had  jriven  his   Lord-    of  Lord 
ship  a  hint  of  the   necessity  he  should   be   under   to   i)art  with   him,   in  order  to     SonHTsV 
accommolate  matters  \i  ith  those   in  o|)|)osition    to  the  measures  of  the  adminis-     dismissal, 
tiatioii.      Mis  LoriMiip  upon  this  told  his  IMiijisty.  that  he  knew  very  wlII  \\\vM 
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CHAP.       li's  enemies  aimed  at  by  their  abusing  and  persecuting  him  as  they  had  lately 
(^VIII.         done.      That  the  Seal  was  his  greatest  crime,  and  if  he  quitted  it  he  should  be 

forgiven  ;  but,  knowing  what  ill   use  would  be  made  of  it  if  it  were  put  into 

their  hands,  he  was  resolved,  with  his  Majesty's  permission,  to  keep  it  in  defiance 
of  their  malice,  and  to  stand  all  the  trials  they  should  put  upon  him  with  the 
support  of  his  innocence  and  the  hopes  of  his  being  serviceable  to  his  Majesty. 
That  he  feared  them  not ;  but  if  he  would  be  as  firm  to  his  friends  as  they 
would  be  to  him,  they  should  be  able  to  carry  whatever  points  he  had  in  view 
for  the  public  welfare  in  a  new  parliament.  The  King  shook  his  head,  as  a 
sign  of  his  diflfidence,  and  only  said,  it  must  be  so." — Oldm.  Hist.  208. 

Tindal's.  Tindal    says: — "Thus   the   Lord    Somers    was   discharged  from    this  great 

office  which  he  had  held  seven  years  with  a  high  reputation  for  capacity,  integrity, 
and  diligence.  His  being  thus  removed  was  much  censured  by  all  but  those  who 
procured  it.  Our  princes  used  not  to  dismiss  ministers  who  served  them  well, 
unless  they  were  pressed  to  it  by  a  House  of  Commons  that  refused  to  give 
money  till  they  were  laid  aside.  15ut  liere  a  minister,  who  was  always  vindicated 
by  a  large  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons  when  he  was  charged  there,  and 
who  had  served  both  with  fidelity  and  success,  and  was,  indeed,  censured  with 
nothing  so  much  as  for  his  being  complete  with  the  King's  humour  and  motions, 
or,  at  least,  for  being  too  soft  or  too  feeble  in  representing  his  errors  to  him,  was 
removed  without  the  shadow  of  complaint  against  him.  This  was  done  with  so 
much  haste,  that  those  who  had  prevailed  with  the  King  to  do  it,  had  not  yet 
concerted  who  should  succeed  him.  They  thought  that  all  the  great  men  of 
the  law  were  aspiring  to  that  high  post,  so  that  any  one  to  whom  it  should  be 
offered  would  certainly  accept  it.  But  they  soon  found  they  were  mistaken  ; 
for  what  by  reason  of  the  instability  of  the  Court,  what  by  reason  of  the  just  ap- 
prehensions men  might  have  of  succeeding  so  great  a  man,  both  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Holt  and  the  Attorney  General  Trevor,  to  whom  the  Seals  were 
offered  excused  themselves.  It  was  Term  time,  so  that  a  vacancy  in  that  post 
put  things  in  some  confusion,  A  temporary  commission  was  granted  to  the 
three  Chief  Judges  to  sit  in  the  Court  of  Chancery;  and  on  the  21st  of  May 
the  Seals  were  at  last  given,  with  the  title  of  Lord  Keeper,  to  Sir  Nathan 
Wright,  one  of  the  King's  Serjeants  at  law,  in  whom  there  was  nothing  equal 
to  the  post,  much  less  to  him  who  had  lately  filled  it.  The  King's  inclination 
seemed  now  turned  to  the  Tories  and  to  a  new  parliament.  —  Tirid.  Conl.  Rap. 
xiv.  515. 

Evelyn's.  The  following  extract  from  Evelyn's  Diary  shows  the  feelings  of  the  day,  and 

j)roves  that  the  worthy  author  had  taken  his  impressions  a  good  deal  from  the 
Tory  company  which  he  had  been  keeping: — "  24tli  April,  1700.  The  Scale 
was  taken  from  Lord  Chancellor  Somers,  th.o*  he  had  been  accjuitted  by  a  grcate 
majority  of  votes  for  what  was  charged  against  him  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
This  being  in  Term  time  put  some  stop  to  business,  many  eminent  lawyers 
refusing  to  accept  the  office,  considering  the  uncertainty  of  things  in  this 
fluctuating  conjuncture.  It  is  certain  that  this  Chancellor  was  a  most  excellent 
lawyer,  very  learned  in  all  polite  literature,  a  superior  pen,  master  of  a  handsome 
style,  and  of  easy  conversation  ;  but  he  is  said  to  make  too  much  haste  to  he 
rich,  as  his  predecessor  and  most  in  place  in  this  age  did,  to  a  more  ])rodigious 
exccsse  than  was  ever  known.  But  the  Commons  had  now  so  mortified  the 
Court  party,  and  jiroperty  and  liberty  were  so  much  invaded  in  all  the  neigh 
houring  kingdoms,  tliat  their  jealousy  made  them  cautious,  and  every  day 
strengthened  the  lav/  which  protected  the  i)eople  from  tyranny." 
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CHAPTER  CIX. 


CONTINUATION    OF    TIIP:    LIFE    OF    LORD    SOMERS    TILL    THE    DEATH 
OF    KING    \V^LLIAM. 


The  Whigs  were  highly  incensed  by  the  removal  of  Lord 
Somers,  and  loudly  complained  of  the  conduct  of  William. 
They  held  the  same  language  during  the  remainder  of  his 
reign,  and  even  invented  an  anecdote  that  in  his  last  moments 
he  had  expressed  deep  remorse  for  his  ingratitude  to  the 
individual  to  whom  he  owed  the  Crown  of  England.  *  Lord 
Somers  was  too  sensible  a  man  to  do  more  than  breathe  a 
passing  murmur  that  another  effort  had  not  been  made  to 
save  him.  He  knew  well  that  after  the  "  Abdication"  of 
James,  an  English  King  could  only  govern  through  his 
parliament,  f 

The  Chancellor's  dismission  had  produced  a  deep  sensation 
in  Westminster  Hall.  "  The  Courts"  says  Cunningham, 
"  were  immediately  deserted,  the  laws  silent,  and  all  pro- 
ceedings at  a  stand,  for  no  one  thought  himself  worthy  to 
succeed  Somers  in  his  high  office."  ij:  William  had  made  no 
provision  for  the  appointment  of  a  successor,  and  from  the 
present  unsettled  state  of  parties  the  Great  Seal  not  only 
went  a-begging,  but  met  with  many  rebuffs.  The  first 
application  was  made  to  Sir  Thomas  Trevor,  the  Attorney 
General,  but  he  wisely  would  not  lose  his  practice  at  the 
bar  for  the  prospect  of  being  in  a  few  weeks  an  Ex-Clian- 
cellor.  Chief  Justice  Holt  next  had  tlie  l)aublc  held  out  to 
him,  but  he  said  that  both  ])rudcncc  and  honesty  prompted 
him  to  reject  it,  for  he  held  his  present  office  qunrndin.  sc  J>eiie 
(fessrrif,  and  he  felt  himself  com[)etent  to  the  discharge  of  its 


CHAP. 

CIX. 

Complaints 
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Somers. 


Difficulty  in 
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successor. 


*    Ciinnliijjham,  vol.  i.  2Fyl.  ;    lUirnot,  iii.  :53.>. 

f  ''  riio  removing  of  the  Lord  Somers  from  his  hit^li  station,  thougli  it  dis- 
jjleascd  many  peo])le,  yet  it  seemed  not  to  alVect  his  Lordship,  who  retired  with 
content  and  temper,  and  \.\\ii.n\  all  occasions  in  parliament  served  the  Kintr  and 
tile  interests  of  the  public  witii  the  same  zjal  as  if  lie  IkuI  not  lost  a  i)lace.  "  — 
Kennut,  iii.  78;!. 

\    Hist.   i.    183. 

L     1 
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CHAP. 
CIX. 


Great  Seal 
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the  three 
common 
law  Courts. 

Phm  for 
recalling 
Somers. 


duties,  whereas  he  had  never  practised  in  a  Court  of  Equity 
in  his  life.  *  Even  puisne  Judges  and  counsel  without  office 
at  the  bar  refused  the  offer  made  them,  though  not  yet 
warned  by  the  lines  which  have  not  been  able  to  save  others 
from  such  folly :  — 

"  Ambition  this  shall  tempt  to  rise, 
'I'lien  whirl  the  wretch  from  high, 
To  bitter  scorn  a  sacrifice 
And  grinning  infamy." 

As  it  was  now  the  middle  of  Easter  Term,  and  important 
law  business  was  suspended,  the  office  of  Chancellor  being 
in  abeyance,  —  the  Great  Seal,  after  remaining  ten  days 
in  the  King's  own  hands,  was  delivered  into  the  temporary 
custody  of  the  two  Chief  Justices  and  the  Chief  Baron  as 
Lords  Commissioners,  t  We  learn  from  the  letters  of  Se- 
cretary Vernon,  lately  published  |,  that  an  intrigue  was  then 
entered  into  by  Lord  Sunderland  with  the  Duke  of  Shrews- 
bury and  others,  professedly  with  a  view  of  restoring  the 
Ex-chancellor  to  his  office ;  but  Somers  himself  was  not 
privy  to  it,  and  I  suspect  that  the  whole  was  merely  an  at- 
tempt to  mystify  the  Whigs  by  holding  out  a  prospect  of 
returning  favour  to  their  chief.  On  the  21st  of  May,  one 
Nathan  Wright,  Serjeant  at  Law,  was  prevailed  upon  to 
accept  the  Great  Seal  as  Lord  Keeper.  § 


Letters  of 
Vernon  re- 
lating to 
Somers. 


*  2d  May.  "  Lord  Justice  Holt,"  says  Prior,  "  having  been  at  Hamplon 
Court,  and  with  the  King  in  private,  occasioned  a  report  that  he  had  refused  the 
Seals.  If  it  he  so  or  not,  I  cannot  say  ;  but  as  yet  the  Seals  are  r.ot  disposed 
of" —  Letters  to  Earl  of  Manchester  ;    Cole's  Memoirs,  j).  128. 

Some  say  that  he  exclaimed,  "  I  never  had  but  one  cause  in  Chancery,  and  as 
I  lost  that,  I  cannot  think  myself  qualified  for  so  great  a  trust." —  Grainger,  i. 
164. 

t    Cr.  Off.  Min.  fol.  141.  \    a,  n.  1841. 

s5  I  give  a  few  extracts  from  Vernon's  Letters,  written  about  this  time,  to  the 
Duke  of  Shrewsljury,  relating  to  Lord  Somers,  which  are  very  curious  :  • — - 
"  Sunday,  noon.  The  two  Chief  Justices  and  the  Chief  Baron  are  to  be 
here  this  afternoon,  to  have  the  custody  of  the  Great  Seal  committed  to 
them.  It  will  not  rest  iorig  in  their  hands,  the  King  being  sensible  of 
the  necessity  of  aiiiioinling  a  Keejier.  It  seems  to  me  as  if  Sir  John 
J'oweil  were  not  like  to  be  the  man."'  —  "  Iferhiesdot/,  10  d'clocli.  I^oid 
Sunderland  has  a  great  desire  to  s))eak  with  your  Grace  in  relation  to 
my    Lord    Chancellor;   but  having   no  opportunity,    he   has   told    me   what    he 


'  IK'  was  a  viry  upright  man  ;  and  having  acted  honestly  as  a  Judge  on  the 
trial  ot  tlif  .So\en  15lslii)])s,  was  one  of  l!ie  \l'V\  \'■^\\■  not  suei't  awiiy  at  the 
devolution. 
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Lord  Somers,  on  his  dismissal  from  office,  having  spent  some     CHAP. 


time  at  Tunbrids-e  Wells  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  re- 


CIX. 


Conduct  of 
would  have  proposed  to  you  about  a  method  to    be  used    for  restoring  the    LorJ 
Seals   to    my    Lord    Chancellor.      I    know    not    how    practicable  it  is,    but    I    Sgmers  on 
told    him    1    would    communicate    it  to    you    if  1  had  the    honour    of  seeing    j^jg  fgtire- 
you  to-morrow  at   Hampton  Court." — "  May  9.  and  10.  1700.    The  proposal    mgnt. 
at  VVoborne  is  this,  —  Tliat  the  Seals  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Commis- 
•iioners,  such  as  my  Lord  Somers,  if  he  thinks  fit,  shall  name  for  it,  who  are  to 
resign  whenever  his  Lordship  shall  think  proper  to  take  the  Seals.      It  will  be 
left  to  him  to  consider  whether  he  will  take  them  before  the  next  session  of  par- 
liament be  over,  that  the  same  ill  ferment  may  not  show  itself  again  on  his 
account,  especially  while  the  matter  of  Kid  is  depending.      If  this  be  approved 
of,  it  is  intended  to  keep  it  secret  with  all  the  care  imnginable,  that  neither  the 
King's  business  may  be  obstructed,  nor  my  Lord  Somers  be  made  uneasy,  with 
the  old  unreasonable  jealousies   on   his  account ;   and   in  the  mean  time  that 
all  things  continue  as  they  are,  without  displacing  any  body   yet.    If  it  be  ap- 
proved of,  means  may  be  used  to  soften  some  tempers,  and  dispose  them  to  be 
more  moderate  next  winter,  or  to  let  them  alone  if  it  be  disliked.      This,  my 
Lord  Sunderland  says,  he  has  as  yet  mentioned  to    nobody,  nor  will  he  till  he 
knows  your  thoughts  upon  it.      If  you  gave  into  it,  he  believed   you  would 
discourse  of  it  with  rny  Lord  Wharton  or   Mr.  ]\Iontague,  and  by  them  prevail 
with  my  Lord  Somers.      He  is  confident  he  can  bring  the  King  to  it,  and  will 
lay  out  his  utmost  strength  in  it.      He  says  it  cannot  be  avoided,  but  my  Lord 
Albemarle  and  Lord  Jersey  must  know  it,  and  that  is  all  that  will  be  privy  to 
it  at  Court. — I  made  two  objections  to  it;   the  first  was,  that  I  chiefly  ap))rp- 
hended  that  my  Lord  Somers  would  not  be  prevailed  with  to  return  any  more 
to  his  employment.      The  manner   of  the  King's  parting  uitli  him,  the  violence 
of  his  enemies,  and  the  unsui)portable  fatigue  of  the  place,  would  deter  him 
from  changing  a  quiet,  honourable  retreat  for  a  turbulent  and  unsafe  condition. 
The  next  was,  I  doubted  whether  this  would  be  kept  as  secret  as  it  ought  to  be  ; 
and  if  that  failed,  it  would  have  very  ill  consequences  :   my  Lord  Somers  would 
be   more  ])ushed   at,  and  the  King's  affairs  more  embroiled  than  ever.      I  add  a 
third  thing,  that  if  this  should  ajjpear  at  first  to  he  a  scheme  of  his  Lordship's, 
it  would  be  received  with  great  prejudice  :    it  might  be  thought  a  trick,  only  to 
amuse  the  Whigs  and  keep  them  quiet  the  next  session  ;  besides,  as  some  believe 
he  was  the  author  of  my  Lord  Somers's  removal,  they  would   never  expect  he 
should   deal  sincerely  with   him,  nor   he  willing   he  shoidd  have  any   merit  in 
obliging  him.     To  this  he  answered  he  could  not  help  the  hard  censures  he  was 
under,  hut  was  sure  he  did   not  deserve  them.      lie  has  never  mentioned  my 
Lord  Somers  but  with  esteem,  and  nobody  can  he  more  convinced  of  what  use 
it  is  to  the  King  and  the  public  that  he  should  he  at  the  head  of  the  affairs,  and 
that  the  administration  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Whigs.     He  conceives  the 
great  difficulty  will   lie  in  the  gaining  of  my    Lord    Somers's  consent ;   but  if 
your  Grace  thought  well  of  the  proi)osal,  he  believes  it  would  succeed  in  every 
part,  and  he  would   not  stir  out  of  town  till  he  saw  it  accomplished  ;   whereas 
otherwise  he  has  designed  going  to  Althorp   on  Wednesday  next.      I   shall   take 
no  notice  of  this  to   Mr.  Montague,  or  any  body  else.      I  find  myself  under  my 
Lord  Sunderland's  circumstances,  and   ajiprehend  myself  so   siis})ected,  without 
knowing  any  cause  I  have  given  for  it,  that  silence  will  best  become  me  on  all 
accounts.    If  your  Grace  finds  this  matter  practicable,  you  will  mention  it  to  whom 
and  in  what  manner  you  think  fit.      If  you  disaj)])rove  of  it,  1  siqipose  there  is 
an  end  of  it;   and  I  wisii  any  body  else  may  find  out  a  scheme   tliat  will   more 
tend  to  our  settlement." —  On  May  10.  Vernon  writes  to  Shrewsbury  that  "  Sun- 
derland wishes  more  reserve  should  he  used  \n  the  alfair,  and  that  it  should  not 
be  further  mentioned  till  the  King  should  he  sounded  about  it."      He  adds  — 
"  I  hear  the  Attorney  declines  taking  the  Seals,  notwithst  uuling  all  the  ])ersua- 
sions   that   have  h'cn  used." — May   1  I.  \'ernon  at  great  length  slates  assuraures 
from  Siniderl  mil  of  his  great  regard  for  Somers — "that  he  was  against  removing 
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CHAP,     treated  to  his  villa,  and  there  returning  to  his  literary  pursuits, 
CIX.       which  had  been  long  interrupted,  forgot  his  recent  rnortifica- 

him  ;  that  he  was  much  surprised  when  he  heard  that  Lord  Somers  and  the 
King  had  parted  ;  that  he  wished  they  should  be  brought  together  again.  15y 
this  means  my  Lord  Somers  would  return  into  the  King's  service  with  a  better 
grace  and  more  authority  than  he  had  before.  He  knows  no  engagements  the 
King  is  under  to  any  person  whatsoever  in  opposition  to  my  Lord  Somers.  He 
consents  that  Lord  Somers,  Lord  Orford,  Lord  Wharton,  and  Mr.  Montague 
should  be  acquainted  with  the  proposal,  but  no  other  person.  If  tlie  diflieulty 
should  lie  on  my  Lord  Somers's  part,  and  he  be  resolved  against  taking  tlie 
Seals  again,  as  preferring  his  own  quiet,  and  not  to  expose  himself  to  new  at- 
tempts, the  same  measures  may  still  be  carried  on  with  his  concurrence,  though 
not  so  satisfactorily  to  the  public.  Iti  tliat  case  it  must  be  considered  who  shall 
be  recommended  to  the  King  as  Lord  Keeper ;  as  also  care  to  be  taken  that  my 
Lord  Somers  be  made  easy  in  his  fortune,  which  lie  hopes  will  likewise  be  done 
to  all  that  be  principally  concerned  in  this  matter  to  their  entire  satisfaction." 

"  May  14.  Whatever  difficulties  be  in  the  way.  Lord  Sunderland  thinks  they 
may  be  got  over,  and  it  is  worth  struggling  with  them  to  gain  so  good  an  end. 
As  to  the  King's  part,  he  knows  it  has  been  so  long  his  opinion,  that  the  Whigs 
were  the  only  jiersons  to  be  depended  upon  for  the  support  of  his  government, 
that  he  makes  no  doubt  but  the  King  may  be  prevailed  on  to  do  any  reasonable 
thing  that  will  content  them,  which  you  may  be  satisfied  in  as  soon  as  you  can 
come  to  speak  with  the  King.  That  he  has  made  such  a  false  step,  in  parting 
with  my  Lord  Chancellor,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  great  disturbance  he  was 
put  into  by  that  fatal  bill.  His  Lordship  is  sure  that,  if  the  part  he  took  in  that 
bill  had  not  made  the  King  withdraw  himself  from  him,  the  King  would  have 
had  no  hand  in  removing  the  Seals  ;  but,  as  it  is,  he  thinks  the  matter  still 
retrievable,  and  that  my  Lord  Somers  may  enter  again  upon  business  more  to 
his  satisfaction,  and  with  a  greater  confidence  between  him  and  the  King  than 
has  been  hitherto :  there  will  only  want  his  concurrence,  which  will  he  his 
friends'  part  to  persuade  him  to.  Perhajis  an  oflf'er  of  the  Seals  will  be  made  to 
Serjeant  Wright,  to  prevent  their  taking  any  jealousy,  who  are  averse  to  the 
putting  of  the  Seals  into  commission,  which  will  be  the  last  trial  for  a  single 
person  ;  but  whether  this  take  ])lace,  or  tliat  the  Seals  go  into  the  hands  of 
Commissioners,  it  will  be  equally  consistent  with  the  carrying  on  the  other 
design,  if  it  be  approved  of." — "  May  16.  I  saw  my  I^ord  Sunderland  yesterday. 
He  tells  me  all  dissatisfactions  are  over  between  the  King  and  him.  He  found 
the  King  was  set  rather  iqion  ajjpointing  a  Keeper  than  Commissioners  for  the 
Seal,  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Wright  is  the  man  pitched  on,  if  he  will  undertake  it. 
I  have  heard  since,  tliat  my  Lord  Rochester  lias  luidertaken  to  get  him  spdke  to. 
What  answer  he  will  make,  I  know  not ;  but  he  has  been  very  ill  of  late,  and  is 
scarce  recovered  yet.  If  he  boggles  at  it,  I  take  it  for  granted  Commissioners 
must  be  appointed,  such  as  shall  be  proposed  by  those  who  have  the  Seals  now 
in  custody." — "  May  1  8.  I  hear  Mr.  Montague  has  Ijeen  lately  with  the  King,  and 
that  they  talked  of  affairs  jirettv  freely.  'I'lie  King  began  with  the  reports  that 
have  been  S])read  abroad  of  his  hard  usage  to  my  Lord  Somers,  and  mentioned 
how  oft  my  I>ord  Somers  had  told  him  that  he  found  he  was  growing  a  weij^ht 
u])on  ])ublic  business,  which  ajipearing  every  day  more  and  more  visible, 
the  King  was  not  unwilling  to  accept  of  his  resignation.  Mr.  IVIontague  liojied 
nothing  would  be  expected  from  him  that  was  not  consistent  with  his  friendship 
and  obligations  to  my  Lord  Somers.  The  King  answered,  that  was  far  from 
liis  thoughts  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  expected  that  my  Lord  Somers  should  join 
with  him  in  promoting  what  might  be  for  his  service  and  the  public  good,  so  as 
there  might  be  no  occasion  for  their  taking  any  thing  amiss  of  one  another.  I 
hear  Mr.  Serjeant  Wright  has  closed  with  the  oli'er  that  has  been  made  him  of 
the  (ireat  Seal,  which  I  sii])])ose  will  be  delivered  to  him  next  council  day." 
"May  2\ .  I  jierceive  your  Grace  thinks  my  Lord  Sniulerland"s  plan  |irelty  im- 
practicable.     He  has  another  opinion  of  it,  and  still  bi-'lievcs  vou  and  lie  t(it;ttlier 
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tions,  and  felt  as  if  he  should  be  contented  never  again  to  mix     CHAP. 

in  political  broils.    He  heard  with  indifference  of  the  negotia-  ' 

tions  respecting  the  appointment  of  his  successor,  —  although 
he  must  have  experienced  a  little  glow  of  satisfaction  from  the 
embarrassment  produced  by  the  repeated  refusals  of  the  Great 
Seal, — excusable  vanity  suggesting  to  him  that  one  reason 
was  the  dread  of  being  compared  to  him  Avho  had  lately  held 
it  with  such  general  applause.  He  was  kept  in  entire  igno- 
rance of  the  Sunderland  intrigue  for  neutralising  the  Whigs 
by  the  plan  for  his  recall  after  the  conclusion  of  the  next 
session  of  parliament,  or,  as  seems  to  have  been  pretty  well 
foreseen,  he  would  have  indignantly  spurned  at  it. 

There  was  now  a  lull  before  the  tempest  burst  forth  with  The  King 
fresh  violence.  The  King  having  named  Lords  Justices,  f^^oad 
went  abroad  in  the  beginning  of  July,  and  did  not  return  till 
the  end  of  October.  As  yet,  there  was  perfect  tranquillity 
in  Europe,  and  at  home  it  seemed  doubtful  which  of  the  two 
great  parties  was  to  prevail,  or  whether  there  might  not  be  a 
cordial  coalition  between  them.  But  events  were  in  progress 
which  speedily  brought  about  a  party  conflict  of  unexampled 
violence,  and  which  lighted  up  the  flames  of  war  from  the 
Vistula  to  the  Tairus. 


could  put  it  beyond  douht.  'J'lic  Council  is  summoned  this  afternoon  for 
delivering  the  Great  Seal  to  Mr.  Serjeant  Wright,  and,  accordingly,  I  am 
going  to  Hampton  Court,  where  jjerliajjs  I  may  have  something  to  write  yon  from 
the  King,  I  am  just  come  from  Hamjiton  Court,  where  I  have  seen  tiie  Seals 
delivered  to  Mr.  Serjeant  Wright ; — lie  has  had  a  great  fit  of  sickness.  There 
was  but  an  indifferent  appearance  of  Councillors;  perhaj)s  my  Lord  'I'ankerville 
and  Mr.  JNIontague  absented  themselves  designedly." — "  May  2.3.  I>ord  Sun- 
derland is  confident  he  should  entiruly  satisfy  you  as  to  what  lie  designs.  He 
is  positive  that  INIr.  Serjeant  Wright's  having  the  Seals  v\  ill  be  no  obstruction 
at  all  to  it,  and  the  rather,  since,  when  the  Serjeant  took  the  Seals,  he  did  it  with 
n  foresight  that  he  should  not  hold  them  long,  and,  therefore,  intended  to  move 
his  Majesty  that  his  comiiliance  might  not  turn  to  his  prejudice  by  any  change  ; 
but  his  Majesty  prevented  him,  and  of  ills  own  accord  told  him,  that  if  any 
thing  should  arise  which  iniglit  recpiire  the  Seals  being  removed  out  of  his 
hands,  he  should  not  suffer  by  his  accepting  them.  My  I-ord  Kee})er  is  not  yet 
removed  from  his  lodgings  at  the  (iravel  I'its,  where  he  has  been  some  time  for 
the  recovery  of  his  health,  hut  to-morrow,  I  hear,  he  conies  to  town." — "  Ma;/  25 
'I'hey  suspect  that  Mr.  ^lontague  carries  messages  between  the  King  and  my 
I-ord  -Somers,  and  some  of  tliem  think  that  my  Lord  Snnderlaiul  is  going 
into  the  country,  liecausc  he  cai'iiot  inlluence  the  King  to  enter  further  into  the 
Tory  measures.'' — "  il/f/y 'i8.  As  to  what  your  (iraceasks,  how  my  Lord  Keeper 
is  like  to  be  satisfied  if  lie  should  be  renii)\ed  .-ignin,  1  think  that  as  diflicnlt  to 
answer  as  it  is  to  know  whetlier  luv  Lord  Somers  w.uihl  be  willing  to  l-.e 
reinstated  if  tlie  wav  to  it   were  never  so  open." — Viin.   Curr.  iii.   ST  —  ')5. 


156 


REIGN    OF    WILLIAM   ITL 


CHAP. 
CIX, 

Will  of 
Charles  11. 
of  Spain  in 
favour  of  a 
French 
Prince. 


Perfidious 
conduct  of 
France. 


Indigna- 
tion in 
England 
directed 
against  the 
Whigs. 


Feb.  G. 
1701. 
Proceed- 
ings in  the 
House  of 
Commons 
against 
I>ord 
Somers. 


April  11. 
1701. 


Immediately  after  the  second  Partition  Treaty,  into  which 
England  had  been  duped,  French  intrigue  was  set  to  work 
to  convert  it  into  an  engine  for  effecting  the  object  of 
Louis  XIV.  to  get  possession  of  the  whole  of  the  Spanish  mo- 
narchy ;  and  through  the  dexterous  management  of  the  Car- 
dinal Parto  Carrero,  the  last  male  of  the  Spanish  branch  of 
the  house  of  Austria  was  induced  to  execute  a  will,  devising 
all  his  dominions  to  Philip,  Duke  of  Anjou,  the  younger 
brother  of  the  Dauphin.  Immediately  after  this  solemnity 
he  expired.  With  scarcely  the  show  of  hesitation,  Louis 
broke  through  all  the  obligations  of  the  Partition  Treaty,  and 
accepted  the  splendid  inheritance  for  his  grandson.  Philip 
was  immediately  recognised  at  Versailles  as  the  successor  of 
Charles  II. ;  the  whole  court  of  France  accompanied  him  to 
Sceaux,  on  his  way  to  Madrid,  and  the  whole  French  nation 
were  intoxicated  with  joy  at  what  they  considered  an 
immense  accession  to  their  empire. 

In  England  the  news  excited  corresponding  consternation 
and  resentment,  and  there  was  a  violent  cry  against  Lord 
Somers  and  the  Whigs,  to  whom  the  Partition  Treaties,  and 
the  misfortunes  which  followed  upon  them,  were  not  unfairly 
imputed.  A  dissolution  of  parliament  took  place,  and  the 
elections  ran  strongly  in  favour  of  the  Tories. 

The  new  parliament  met  in  the  beginning  of  the  following 
year,  and  the  Ex-chancellor  had  great  reason  to  dread  its 
vengeance.  After  some  time  necessarily  spent  in  providing 
for  the  Protestant  succession,  by  calling  in  the  house  of 
Hanover*,  In  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Glou- 
cester, tlie  promising  son  of  the  Princess  Anne,  the  Par- 
tition Treaties  were  hotly  debated  in  both  Houses,  and  a 
proposal  was  made  in  tlic  Connnons  "  to  impeach  Lord 
Somers,  late  Clianoellor  of  England,  for  the  share  he  had 
had  in  these  treaties,  and  for  other  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanours." t     He  thereupon  caused  it  to  be   intimated   to 


*    Sec  \'2  k  13  W.  3.  c.  2. 

t  This  iMoccc'ding  had  excited  groat  e-qiuctation.  Thus  wrote  Prior,  still  a 
Whig,  to  t!:e  I  )iike  of  Manchester  :  "  I  must  congratulate  your  happiness  that 
you  are  out  of  this  noisu  and  tumult,  \vhere  we  are  tearing  and  destroying  every 
man  his  neighhonr.  To-morrow  is  the  great  day  when  we  expect  my  Lord 
("haiiceiior  will  l)o  fallen  upon,  though  CJofl  knows  what  crinio  he  is  guilty  of 
hut  that  of  iK-ing  a  very  gieat  man,  and  a  u  i  eaiul  nprigiit  Judgi..'' —  I'l,'.  Car. 
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them,  "  that  h.avins:  heard  that  complaint  had  been  made  of     CHAP, 

.      .                                                   cix 
him  in  their  House,  out  of  his  high  respect  for  the  Commons  ' 


of  England,  he  begged  that  he  might  have  permission  to  be 
heard  before  them  in  his  own  defence." 

This  was  granted,  although  the  House,  taking  umbrage  His  speech 
bec.luse  the  proceeding  which  they  intended  to  keep  secret  'j^^^gg  ^f 
liad  been  divulged,  resolved  to  ask  him  whence  he  had  the  Commons, 
information  which  induced  him  to  make  the  application  ?  — 
"  A  chair  was  set  by  the  Serjeant,  a  little  within  the  bar  on 
the  left  hand ;  then  the   Serjeant  had  directions  to  acquaint 
the  Lord   Somers  that  he  might  come  in,  and  jNIr.  Speaker 
acquainted  his  Lordship  that  he  might  repose  himself  in  the 
chair  provided  for  him  ;  and  his  Lordship  was  heard  what  he 
had  to  offer  to  the  House."  * 

Of  this  memorable  speech  we  have  a  very  imperfect  report, 
—  from  which  we  can  barely  trace  the  line  of  defence  which 
he  assumed.  Having  given  an  account  of  what  we  know  to 
have  passed  about  the  negotiation  with  Tallard,  he  makes  the 
King  add,  "  that  if  he  and  his  other  ministers  thought  that 
a  treaty  ought  not  to  be  made  upon  such  a  project,  then  the 
whole  matter  must  be  let  fall,  for  he  could  not  bring  the 
French  to  better  terms."  Lord  Somers  said,  "  he  thought  it 
would  have  been  taking  too  nmch  upon  himself  if  he  shoidd 
liave  put  a  stop  to  a  treaty  of  such  consequence :  The  King's 
letter  requiring  the  blank  Commissions,  he  construed  to  be 
a  warrant  which  he  w^as  bound  to  obey  :  But  at  the  same 
time,  he  wrote  his  own  opinion  very  fully  to  liis  Majesty, 
objecting  to  many  particulars,  and  proposing  several  things 
Avhich  he  thought  were  for  the  good  and  interest  of  England  : 
That  the  treaty  being  concluded,  he  put  the  Great  Seal  to 
it,  by  the  King'sconunand,- — as  he  tliouglit  he  w;!s  Ijoinid  to 
do  :  That  as  a  1^-ivy  Councillor  he  had  oftered  the  King  his 
best  advice  ;  and  that  as  Chancellor  he  had  executed  the  ofhce 
according  to  his  duty."  Having  finished,  the  Sjwaker  asked 
him,  "  AVho  had  informed  him  that  there  Avas  a  debate  in 
the  House  about  him?"  lie  answered,  "■That  he  was 
strangely  surprised   at  a   ((uestion  wliioh  he  never  knew  was 

*    -,  Pari.    Hist.   I'Jl.-;. 
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CHAP,     put  to  any  man  that  came  to  desire  the  favour  of  being  heard, 
and  that  he  not  only  would  be  content  to  be  under  the  cen- 


sure of  the  House,  but  would  suffer  the  worst  extremity 
that  might  befall  him   rather  than  bring  prejudice  to  those 
who  had  placed  confidence  in  him."     He  then  withdrew,  but 
came  back  immediately  and  desired  to  leave  with  the  House 
the  King's  letter  to  him,  preparatory  to  the  first  Partition 
Treaty,  with  a  copy  of  his   answer,  Avhich  he  said  he  had 
Effect  of  it  permission  to  lay  before  them.*     It  is  said  that  his  defence 
"*^dis  ^  *'*^    ^^^®  ^^  ^^^^  ^°^  clear,  that  if,  upon  his  withdrawing,  the  ques- 
tion of  his    tion  had  been  quickly  put,  the  whole  matter  had  been  soon 
"^  "^  ^  ^'         at  an  end,  and  the  prosecution   let  fixll.     But  his  enemies, 
assisted  by  an  indiscreet  friend,  drew  out  the  debate  to  such 
a  length,  that  the  in)pression  which  his  speech  had  made  was 
greatly  effaced,  and   the   House  sitting  till  it  was  past  mid- 
night, the  resolution  was   carried  by  a  majority  of  ten  — 
198  to  188  —  "  That   John   Lord   Somers,  by   advising  his 
Majesty  in  the  years  1G98  to  the  treaty  for  partition  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy,  whereby  large   territories  of  the  King  of 
Spain's  dominions  were  to   be   delivered  up  to  France,  was 
Motion        guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour."  f    And  the  House 
carried  for    ordered   Simon  Harcourt,  the  2:reat  Tory  lawyer,  who   was 

Ills  im-  ^  J  J      ^ 

)K'achment. 

*  This  scene  calls  forth  the  following  observation  from  Horace  Walpole  :  — 
"  The  excellent  balance  of  our  constitution  never  ajjpeared  in  a  clearer  light 
than  with  relation  to  this  Lord,  who,  though  iiTi])eached  by  a  ml^guideti  House 
of  Commons  with  all  tlie  intemi)erate  folly  which  at  times  disgraced  the  free 
states  of  Greece,  yet  had  full  liberty  to  vindicate  his  innocence  and  manifest  an 
integrity  which  could  never  have  shone  so  bright  unless  it  had  been  juridically 
as])ersed." —  lioija]  and  Noble  Autlwrs.  Yet  the  Ultra- Tory,  Lord  Dartmouth, 
was  so  far  misled  by  his  prejudices  as  to  write,  ''  I  never  saw  that  House  in  so 
great  a  flame  as  they  were  upon  his  withdrawing.  He  left  them  in  a  much 
worse  disposition  to  himself  than  he  found  them  ;  and  I  heard  many  of  his  best 
friends  say  they  heartily  wisheil'  he  had  rever  come  thither." 

Lord  INIelville's  defence  of  himself  before  the  House  of  Commons  in  1  80G  is 
the  last  ir.stance  of  a  I'eer  claiming  this  privilege. 
Early  dis-  j    .Sir  llobeit  Walpole,  tlien  a  very  young  member,  took  a  warm  interest  for 

cretion  of  Lord  .Somers,  and  voted  for  liim,  but,  with  the  tact  whieh  lie  ever  displayed,  re- 
Sir  Robert  maiiied  silent,  that  the  efleet  of  the  .Speech  might  not  be  weakened  by  an  angry 
Walpole.  discussion  —  privately  remarking  "that  the  zeal  of  the  warmest  fi lends  is  often- 
times more  hurtful  to  the  person  whose  cause  they  esjiouse  th.in  tiic  bitterest  ;!c- 
ciisations  of  the  most  inveterate  opiionents."  He  was  of  opinion  that  if  the 
(piestioii  h.:d  been  immediately  imt,  the  iirosicution  woidd  have  been  with- 
drawn. Harcoiut,  to  fiu'ther  the  impeachment,  laid  the  tra])  into  which  Cow])er, 
who  w;is  against  it,  fell.  —  Cox's  Memoirs  of  Sir  Robert  Waljjole,  i.  t."i.  Walpole 
was  afterwards  'J'eller  on  the  division  respecting  the  Replic.itlon  to  Lord 
S jiners's  Answer  to  the  Articles  of  Impeachment,  when  he  was  in  a  miiioiitv  of 
90  to  MO.  —  lb.  i':!. 
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afterwards  Lord  Chancellor,  to  go  up  to  the  House  of  Lords     CHAP. 

CIX 

to  impeach  him  in  due  form.* 

Having  resolved  likewise  to  impeach  the  Earl  of  Portland, 
the  Earl  of  Orford,  and  Lord  Halifax,  —  so  eager  were  the 
Commons  in  the  prosecution,  that  they  immediately  after 
presented  an  address  to  the  King  praying  him  to  remove  all 
the  four  from  his  presence  and  councils  for  ever.  The  Lords, 
alarmed  at  this  attempt  of  the  Commons  to  sentence  as  well 
as  to  accuse,  voted  a  counter  address,  praying  his  Majesty 
"  not  to  pass  any  censure  upon  the  accused  Lords  until  they 
are  tried  upon  their  impeachments,  and  judgment  be  given 
according  to  the  usage  of  parliament  and  the  laws  of  the 
land."  The  King's  answer  to  the  Commons  was  in  general 
terms,  and  amounted  to  a  polite  reprimand  for  their  irregu- 
larity, t 

Harcourt  appearing  at  the  bar  of  the  Lords  "in  the  name  April  i. 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  all  the  Commons  of  England,   ^'^°^- 
impeached  John  Lord  Somers  of  high  crimes  and  misdemean- 
ours," adding  that  "the  House  of  Commons  would,  in  due 
time,  exhibit  particular  articles  against  the  said  Lord,  and 
make  good  the  same."  :}: 

Articles,  to  the  number  of  fourteen,  were  forthwith  regu-  Articles  of 
larly  exhibited.  Had  the  case  come  to  a  hcarino',  some  of  ""peach- 
them  would  have  been  very  serious.  The  first  was  for 
advising  the  Partition  Treaty,  and  could  not  liave  been  sup- 
ported by  evidence.  13 at  the  second  charged,  "  tliat  for  more 
effectually  carrying  on  that  treaty,  the  said  Lord  Somers  did 
prepare  a  conunission  to  which  he  affixed  the  Great  Seal  of 
England,  without  any  lawful  warrant,  and  without  commu- 
nicating the  same  to  the  rest  of  the  Lords  Justices,  or  advis- 
ing in  concurrence  witii  his  Majesty's  Privy  Council  there- 
upon—  that  no  certain  persons  of  known  honour,  fidelity,  and 
experience,  were  tlierein  nominated  Conunissioners,  but  that  a 
l)lank,  or  ein])ty  space,  was  left  in  tlie  said  conunission  at  the 
time  of  the  sealing  thereof,  wliereon  tlie  Commissioners' names 
were  afterwards  to  be  inserted  beyond  the  seas,  although  an 
ludimited  power  Mas  given  to  such  Conunissioners  to  treat 

*  i;uriK't,iii.  ;;';<).    r,  Piu-i.  Hist.  i'-i.7 
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CHAP,     "witli  the  Commissioners  of  the  French  King;,  and  of  the  States 
cix  .  .  . 
'       General,  touching  the  succession  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  and 

his  INIajesty  did  thereby  engage  himself  to  ratify  and  confirm 
whatever  should  thereupon  be  concluded  by  them  or  either  of 
them."  The  third  was  for  procuring,  ex  post  facto,  a  warrant 
to  authorise  the  commission.  The  fourth  was  for  clandestinely 
affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  The 
fifth  was  for  doing  the  like  to  the  second  Partition  Treaty  in 
1699.  The  sixth  was  for  omitting  to  cause  the  commissions 
and  ratifications,  according  to  the  duty  of  his  office,  to  be  in- 
rolled  —  the  omission  being  averred  to  have  been  for  the  sake 
of  concealment.  The  next  five  articles  accused  him  of  passing 
in  his  own  favour  illegal  grants  of  the  property  of  the  Crown, 
The  thirteenth  was  for  granting  a  commission  under  the 
Great  Seal  to  Kid  tlie  pirate,  who,  vindcr  jjretencc  thereof, 
had  long  preyed  upon  the  ships  and  property  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects  in  the  West  Indies ;  —  and  the  last  article  most  fri- 
volously charged  judicial  delinquency — particularly  in  respect 
"Answers"  of  thc  Celebrated  iudo-ment  in  the  "  Bankers' Case."  In  his 

f  T        i  JO 

Somers.  Auswcrs,  Lord  Somers  traversed  the  first  article ;  as  to  the 
second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth,  he  relied  on  his  Majesty's 
express  command.  With  respect  to  the  sixth,  he  denied  that 
the  inrolment  was  a  part  of  his  duty.  The  charges  respecting 
the  grants  he  repelled,  by  asserting  that  they  proceeded  from 
the  spontaneous  bounty  of  the  Crown,  and  that  they  all  passed 
in  due  form.  *  On  the  thirteenth,  he  admitted  that  he  had 
granted  a  commission  to  Captain  Kid,  and  had  assisted  in 
fitting  him  out,  but  denied  all  privacy  with  his  piracies.  In 
replying  to  the  last  article,  he  excusably  dwells  upon  his 
great  exertions  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  to  the  manifest  im- 
pairing of  his  health,  and  u[)on  the  anxiety  he  had  ever 
manifested  to  do  justice  between  the  Crown  and  the  subject, 
and  between  man  and  man.  f 

*  Horace  Wal))ole,  though  frieiully  to  Somers,  lilaincs  these  {jrants  (7?y//«/ 
and  Xohic  Authors^  ;  l)ut,  says  Lord  Ilardwicke,  "  One  niif^htas  well  lay  a  heavy 
charj^e  on  his  father's  (Sir  R.  Wal])ole)  memory  for  the  grants  of  lucrative 
offices  obtained  for  his  family  and  taking  a  pension  when  he  resigned.  Lord 
Somers  raised  no  more  from  his  ofhces  and  grants  than  a  fortune  which  enaljkd 
him  to  live  wifli  decency  and  elegance." 

t  1  I  St.  'I'r.  'if;:j— 27-1. 
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There  evidently  was  not  the  slightest  colour  for  the  im-     CHAP, 
peachment,  except  with  respect  to  the  treaties ;  and  to  these  '__ 


very  serious  charges  I  must  own  I  think  the  defence  is  very  charges 
inadequate.  It  does  seem  astonishing  to  us  that,  to  humour  respectin 
the  King,  Somers  should  have  so  acted ;  and  still  more  as-  titi 


on 

con- 


astonishing,  that  he  should  openly  rely  on  the  King's  command  ^^f^^V^ 
as  a  justification.  This  is  the  language  of  Attorney  General 
^Herbert,  in  defending  himself  for  impeaching  Lord  Kim- 
bolton  and  the  five  Members  for  hio;h  treason  in  the  time  of 
Charles  I.,  but  could  little  have  been  expected  from  the  great 
contriver  of  the  Revolution  and  the  author  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights.  The  principle  Avould  introduce  absolutism  Into  the 
management  of  all  domestic  as  well  as  foreign  affairs,  and  is 
entirely  at  variance  with  every  notion  of  responsible  govern- 
ment. 

Luckily  for  the  Ex-chancellor,  the  misunderstanding  be-   Quarrel 
tween  the  two   Houses,  which  originated  In  the  Indiscreet  ^j^^  ^^^,^ 
attempt  of  the  Commons  to  prejudge  the  case  while  It  was   Houses, 
pending,  gradually  Increased,  and  finally  rendered   the  im- 
peachment abortive.   The  truth  Is,  that  at  this  time  (Incredible   Whigglsm 
as  it  may  seem  to  us),  the  Whigs  had  a  decided  majority  In  j^  ^^'"''"^ 
the  House  of  Lords,  although  they  were  always  outvoted  in  Lords,  and 
the  House  of  Commons.     From  the  creation  of  some  new  the'^Com-" 
Peers,  —  from  judicious  appointments  to  the  Right  Reverend  mons. 
Bench, — and  from  the  hio;hest  ranks  in  England  beino;  then 
much    better    educated    than    the    fox-hunting    squires  who 
represented  the  counties  and  many  of  the  smaller  boroughs, 
the  Upper   House   in  the  reign  of  William  was,  and  for  a 
good  many  years  continued  far  in  advance  of  the  Lower  In 
lil)erarity  and  Intelligence.      The   Lords    had  steadily  sup- 
})ortcd  the  late  INIlnlstcrs  now  under  Impeachment,  and  an 
acquittal  was  pretty  confidently  anticipated,  without  any  nice 
discrimination  of  the  articles  of  cliarge.      The  Tory  majority 
in  the  Connnons,  therefore,  very  Injudiciously  sought  to  stop 
the    prosecutions  by  a  ([uarrel,  that  the  accused  might  not 
have  the  triumph  of  an  acquittal  on  the  merits.      Had  they 
abandoned   tlie    nnlbunded    and  frivolous  articles,   and  ])ro- 
ceeded  regularly  to  trial  on  tlie  charge  ref^pecting  tiie  Par- 
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tition  Treaties,  they  must  either  have  obtained  a  conviction 
or  covered  their  opponents  witli  disgrace. 

Lord  Somers's  "  Answer "  being  communicated  to  the 
Commons,  they  neglected  duly  to  put  in  a  "  Replication  "  to 
it,  and  they  had  for  an  unreasonable  time  omitted  to  exhibit 
written  articles  against  other  Lords  whom  they  had  impeached. 
Being  urged  to  use  despatch,  they  returned  a  saucy  message, 
intimating  that  they  were  the  best  judges  of  the  propriety 
of  their  own  proceedings.  On  the  petition  of  Lord  Somers, 
"  that  a  day  might  be  appointed  for  his  speedy  trial,"  the 
Lords  resolved  to  commence  it  on  Friday  the  13th  of  June. 
The  Commons  thereupon  demanded  a  "  Conference,"  in 
which,  after  many  complaints,  they  proposed  to  their  Ijord- 
ships  "  that  a  committee  of  both  Houses  be  nominated  to 
consider  of  the  most  proper  ways  and  methods  of  proceeding 
on  impeachments  according  to  the  usage  of  parliaments 
in  such  cases."  This  proposal  was  scorned  by  the  Lords, 
Avho  sent  a  message  intimating  "  that  they  thought  them- 
selves obliged  to  assert  their  undoubted  right  to  appoint 
a  day  for  trial  of  any  impeachment  depending  before  them 
without  any  previous  signification  from  the  Commons  of 
their  being  ready  to  proceed ;  that  their  Lordships,  accord- 
ing to  the  example  of  their  ancestors,  would  always  use  that 
right  with  a  regard  to  the  equal  and  impartial  administration 
of  justice,  and  with  a  due  care  to  i)rcvent  vmreasonable 
delays ;  and  that  the  expressions  of  the  Commons  were  such 
as  never  before  had  been  used  by  one  House  of  Parliament 
to  another,  and  such  as,  if  returned,  Avould  necessarily  destroy 
all  good  correspondence  between  the  two." 

The  Commons,  however,  refused  to  proceed  till  tlio 
prellinlnarles  of  the  trial  should  be  adjusted  by  a  joint 
committee  of  Lords  and  Commons,  and  they  should  be 
assured  particularly  that  the  Lord  to  be  tried  should,  during 
his  trial,  stand  outside  the  bar,  and  that  the  other  impeached 
Lords  should  not  sit  or  vote  :  —  declaring,  "that  to  de})art 
from  these  demands  would  be  giving  up  the  rights  of  the 
Commons  of  England  known  by  unquestionable  precedents, 
and  makiug  iui])eacliments  (the  greatest  l)ulwavk  tor  the 
hiw?  and  liberties  of  England)   Inipractical)le  fur  the  future." 
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At  last  the  Lords  and  Commons  met  in  a  "Free  Con-     CHAP. 
ference,"  in  which  there  was  such  violence  that  there  seems 


to  have  been  some  danger  of  their  coming  to  the  via  facti,  a  free  con- 
and  rendering  it  necessary  that  constables  should  be  called  ^*'''^"<^^- 
in  to  preserve  the  peace.  Lord  Haversham,  in  his  speech,  Lord  Ha- 
plainly  accused  the  Commons  of  "  fastidiously  instituting  suits  the 
these  impeachments  against  Peers  whom  they  knew  to  be  Commons. 
innocent.''^  The  Commons  immediately  broke  up  the  con- 
ference, and  rushed  away.  As  they  were  withdrawing,  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire,  the  Lord  Steward,  bawled  after  them, 
"  he  hoped  they  would  return  back  like  men  of  sense  to  finish 
the  business  on  which  they  had  been  sent,  and  would  not 
think  that  that  Lord  had  any  authority  to  use  any  such 
language  to  their  Honourable  House."  On  their  arrival 
in  their  own  chamber,  they  gave  an  inflammatory  ac- 
count of  what  had  occurred  ;  whereupon  it  was  resolved, 
nemine  dissentiente,  "  that  John  Lord  Haversham  hath  at  the 
Free  Conference  this  day  uttered  most  scandalous  reproaches 
and  false  expressions,  highly  reflecting  upon  the  honour  and 
justice  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  tending  to  the  making 
a  breach  in  the  good  correspondence  between  the  Lords  and 
Commons,  and  to  the  interrupting  the  public  justice  of  the 
nation  by  delaying  the  proceedings  on  impeachments." 
2.  "  That  John  Lord  Ha\'ersham  be  charged  Ijcfore  the  Lords 
for  the  words  spoken  by  him  this  day  at  the  Free  Con- 
ference, and  that  the  Lords  be  desired  to  proceed  against  the 
said  Lord  Haversham,  and  to  inflict  such  punishment  ujion 
him  as  so  high  an  oft'cncc  against  tlie  House  of  Connnons 
does  deserve."  The  Lords  in  answer  requested  that  the 
Commons  would  forthwith  return  to  the  Painted  Chamber 
and  resume  the  Free  Conference,  "  which,  they  doubted  nor, 
would  })rove  the  best  expedient  to  prevent  the  inconvenience 
of  a  misunderstanding  upon  what  has  passed," — and  the 
I'oUowing  day  they  earnestly  repeated  their  request.  They 
likewise  required  Lord  Haversham  to  answer  tlie  charge 
against  him.  Put  the  Commons  pcrenq)torily  refused  to 
jtnuH'cd  till  they  sliould  liave  satisfaction  for  the  insult  ofl'ored 
1o  them  at  the  Free  Conference,  till  the  joint  eonnniltee 
should  be   appointed,  and   till   they  had  assurance  th;it   each 
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Lord  on  his  trial  should  stand  at  the  bar,  and  that  the 
the  impeached  Lords  shonld  not  sit  or  vote  on  the  trial  of 
each  other.  The  Lords  thereupon  peremptorily  fixed 
Tuesday  the  17th  of  June  for  the  trial  of  Lord  Somers, 
and  the  Commons  resolved  "that  they  would  not   attend." 

The  day  of  trial  exhibited  a  series  of  party  struggles  rather 
than  a  grave  judicial  proceeding.  The  Tories  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  although  a  minority,  were  numerous  and  deter- 
mined, and  they  zealously  backed  up  all  the  pretensions  of 
the  Commons.  On  the  assembling  of  the  peers,  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  first  question  put  was,  "  Whether  the  House  should 
go  this  day  into  the  Court  in  Westminster  Hall,  in  order  to 
proceed  upon  the  trial  of  the  Lord  Somers  ?"  After  a  sharp 
debate,  it  Avas  carried  in  the  affirmative;  but  twenty-six  tem- 
poral and  three  spiritual  Lords  signed  a  protest  in  such 
violent  language  that  it  was  expunged  from  the  Jovirnals. 
The  impeached  Lords  having  moved  that  "  they  have  leave 
to  be  absent  from  Lord  Somers's  trial,"  this  was  strenuously 
opposed  by  tlie  Tories,  on  the  ground  of  its  indicating  that, 
contrary  to  the  requisition  of  the  other  House,  they  had  a 
right  to  be  present  if  they  chose ;  but  it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  procession  was  then  formed  to  Westminster  Hall, 
which  had  been  properly  fitted  up  for  the  occasion. 
Lords  being  duly  seated  according  to  their  degrees, 
Somers  was  placed  within  tlie  bar,  as  this  was  only  a  case  of 
misdemeanoiu",  and  the  articles  against  him,  and  his  answers, 
were  read  by  tlie  Clerk.  The  Commons  were  then  solemnly 
called  to  appear,  and  make  good  their  impeachment.  Xo 
one  appearing  for  the  prosecution,  the  Lords  returned  in  pro- 
cession to  their  own  chamber.  But  here  a  tumultuous  dis- 
cussion arose  respecting  the  form  of  the  question  now  to  be 
put,  and  this  being  referred  to  the  Judges,  they  declared  that 
it  (night  to  be,  "  Is  Jolin  Lord  Somers  guilty,  or  not  guilty, 
of  the  high  crimes  and  misdemeanovu's  whereof  he  is  im- 
])cached  ?"  But  the  Tory  party  said,  "as  they  could  not  vote 
Lord  Somers  [juilty  upon  any  notoriety,  without  legal  ovi- 
deuce,  so  they  could  not  V(jte  him  not  (jnilty;  tor  although 
tlu'  ('oninions  were  dej)rived  of  the  ojjportunity  of  making 
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good  their  accusation,  he  might,  nevertheless,  have  committed     CHAP, 
all  the  offences  cliarged  against  him,  and  with  every  possible 


aggravation."  To  give  them  some  content,  the  question 
agreed  to  be  put  was,  "  That  John  Lord  Somers  be  ac- 
quitted of  the  articles  of  impeachment  against  him  exhibited 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  and  all  things  therein  contained, 
and  that  the  said  impeachment  be  dismissed."  This  being 
settled,  the  Lords  returned  to  Westminster  Hall,  and  the 
question  being  put  to  all  the  Lords  present,  beginning  with 
the  junior  Baron,  fifty-six  voted  in  the  aflfirmative,  and 
thirty- one  in  the  negative.  They  then  returned  to  their  Lord 
own  chamber,  and,  without  another  division,  judgment  was  ^y^^""^  ^'^• 
solemnly  pronounced  by  the  Lord  Keeper,  by  order  of  the 
House,  "  that  the  defendant  be  acquitted  and  the  impeach- 
ment dismissed." 

Lord  Somers's  personal  demeanour  during  the  whole  pro-  His  con- 
ceeding  was  universally  admired,  and  was  afterwards  cele-  t^e  im- ' 
brated  by  Addison  :  "  This  noble  Lord,  for  the  great  extent  peachment. 
of  his  knowledge  and  capacity,  has  been  often  compared  with 
the  Lord  Verulam,  who  had  also  been  Chancellor  of  Eng- 
land. But  the  conduct  of  these  extraordinary  persons  under 
the  same  circumstances  was  vastly  different.  They  were 
Ijotli  impeached  by  a  House  of  Commons.  One  of  them,  as 
he  had  given  just  occasion  for  it,  sunk  luider  it,  and  was 
reduced  to  such  an  alyect  submission  as  very  much  dimi- 
nished the  lustre  of  so  exalted  a  character.  But  my  Lord 
Somers  was  too  well  fortified  in  his  integrity  to  fear  the 
im])()tcnce  of  an  attempt  upon  his  rc})utation,  and  though  his 
accusers  would  gladly  have  dropped  their  impeachment,  he 
was  instant  with  them  for  the  prosecution  of  it,  and  would 
nut  let  that  matter  rest  until  it  was  brought  to  an  issue. 
Yov  the  same  virtue  and  greatness  of  mind  which  made  him 
disregard  fume,  made  him  inq)atient  of  an  undeserved  re- 
l)roaeh."  * 

The  Connnons,  at  their  next  meeting  after  the  ac(juittal,  re-   June  20 
solved  "  that  the  Lords  had  refused  thcni  iusticc  niton  the  im-   .■'^^°  ".■., 

J  L  lions  or  the 

])eachnient  against  the  Lord  Somers,  by  denving  them  a  Com-   Commons 

•     I'reeliolder,  No.   x.wix. 


166 


REIGN   OF   WILLIAM  III. 


CHAP. 
CIX. 


Isolds. 


Answer  of 
the  Lords. 


mittee  of  botli  Houses,  which  was  desired,  as  the  only  proper 
means  of  settling  the  necessary  preliminaries,  and  afterwards 
against  the  ^^J  pfocccding  to  a  pretended  trial  of  the  said  Lord,  which 
could  tend  only  to  protect  him  from  justice  by  colour  of  an 
illegal  acquittal,  and  that  the  Lords  had  thereby  endeavoured 
to  overturn  the  right  of  impeachment  lodged  in  the  House  of 
Commons  by  the  ancient  constitution  of  this  kingdom,  for  the 
safety  and  protection  of  the  people  against  great  men,  and 
had  made  an  invasion  on  public  liberty  by  holding  out  a 
prospect  of  impunity  to  the  greatest  oiFenders,  and  that  if 
the  supplies  necessary  for  preserving  the  public  peace  and 
maintaining  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  shall  be  with- 
held, the  whole  blame  must  be  ascribed  to  those  who  have 
used  their  utmost  endeavours  to  make  a  breach  between  the 
two  Houses  to  escape  from  the  just  punishment  of  their  own 
enormous  crimes." 

The  Lords,  with  more  dignity,  merely  intimated  in  answer 
to  this  message,  that  "  they  had  appointed  a  day  for  the 
trial  of  the  Earl  of  Orford ; "  and,  when  the  joint  committee 
was  again  demanded,  saying  that  "  this  showed  that  the 
Commons  never  intended  to  bring  any  of  their  impeachments 
to  trial."  The  impeached  Lords  were  accordingly  all  ac- 
quitted, pai'liament  was  prorogued,  and  this  Ultra-Tory 
House  of  Commons  never  met  again — events  arising  which 
brought  about  a  reaction  on  the  liberal  side,  and  enabled  the 
King  successfully  to  appeal  to  the  nation  in  support  of  the 
liberties  of  Eui'ope.  * 

Lord  Somcrs's  early  friend,  Shrewsbury,  hearing  of  these 
transactions  while  resident  at  Rome,  thus  addressed  him:  — 
"  I  cannot  help  referring  to  my  old  opinion,  w^hich  is  now 
supported  by  more  weight  than  I  ever  expected,  and  wonder 
that  a  man  can  be  found  in  England  who  has  bread,  that 
will  1)0  concerned  in  public  business.  Had  I  a  son,  I  would 
sooner  l)recd  him  a  cobbler  than  a  courtier,  and  a  hangman 
tlian  a  statesman." 

Swift,  starting  as  a  zealous  Whig,  published  soon  after  tlic 
prorogation  his  "  Discourse  on  the  Contests  and  Dissensions 
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between  the  Nobles  and  the  Commons  in  Athens  and  Rome,    ^HAP, 
with  the  Consequences  they  had  upon  both  those  States." 


*       Cix. 


Having  been  flattered  by  the  condescension  of  William,  who  Swifts  de- 
had  shown  him,  in  the  garden  at  Moore  Park,  "  how  to  cut  'ence  of 
asparagus  in  the  Dutch  way,"  and  hoping  for  promotion  in  somersand 
the  Church  from  the  return  of  the  Whig  party  to  power,  he  '^'^  Whigs, 
strove  to  damp  the  warmth  of  the  Commons  by  showing  that 
tlieir  measures  had  a  direct  tendency  to  bring  on  the  tyranny 
which  they  professed  to  oppose,  although  afterwards,  when  he 
had  gone  over  to  the  Tories,  he  designated  William  as  "  a 
new  King  from  a  Calvinistic  republic,"  and  malignantly 
slandered  those  whom  he  now  most  lavishly  commended.  In 
this  work  he  shadowed  forth  the  impeached  Lords  in  the 
character  of  Athenians,  —  Somei's  as  Aristides  —  Orford  as 
Theraistocles  —  Halifax  as  Pericles,  and  Portland  as  Phocion. 
Thus  he  flatters  the  same  person  whom  he  so  grossly  libelled 
in  the  "  Examiner,"  and  in  the  "  History  of  the  Last  Four 
Years  of  Queen  Anne :  "  "  Their  next  great  man  was  Aris- 
tides. He  was  a  person  of  the  strictest  justice,  and  best 
acquainted  with  the  laws  as  well  as  forms  of  their  govern- 
ment, so  that  he  was  in  a  manner  Chancellor  of  Athens. 
This  man,  upon  a  slight  and  false  accusation  of  favouring 
arbitrary  power,  was  banished  by  ostracism,  which,  rendered 
into  modern  English,  would  signify  that  they  voted  '  he 
should  be  removed  from  their  presence  and  councils  for 
ever.'  But,  however,  they  had  the  wit  to  recall  hiui,  and  to 
that  action  owed  the  preservation  of  their  state  by  his  future 
services.  For  it  must  be  still  confessed  in  behalf  of  the 
jVthenian  people,  that  they  never  conceived  themselves  per- 
fectly infallible,  nor  arrived  to  the  heights  of  modern  as- 
semblies, to  make  obstinacy  confirm  what  sudden  heat  and 
lenicrity  began.  They  thought  it  not  below  the  dignity  of 
an  assembly  to  endeavour  at  correcting  an  ill  step,  at  least  to 
re])ent,  though  it  often  falls  out  too  late."  Somers's  late 
colleagues  are  equally  lauded,  and  proclamation  is  made  that, 

*  It  is  supposed  tiiat  lie  liad  before  written  "The  Tale  of  a  Tub,"  and  "  The 
IJattle  of  the  Books,"  l)ut  tills  was  liis  (list  ])rose  /mhUnition.  Some  years 
before  lie  had  printed  some  liad  Pindaric  odes,  which  called  forth  the  observation 
iVoiu  Diydeii,  "Cousin  Swift,  you  will  never  be  a  poet." 

M    1 
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having  been  treated  most  unjustly,  England's  only  chance  of 
struggling  against  the  difficulties  which  thickened  round  her, 
was  to  replace  them  in  the  offices  which  they  had  so  ably  and 
virtuously  filled. 

This  "  Discourse,"  however  ingenious,  made  but  little  im- 
pression on  the  public  mind.  There  seems  reason  to  think 
that  the  people  madly  took  part  with  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  there  was  real  danger,  not  only  to  the  tran- 
quillity, but  even  to  the  independence  of  the  country.  One 
section  of  the  dominant  Tories  would  have  been  contented 
to  support  the  "  Act  of  Settlement,"  they  themselves  pos- 
sessing office ;  but  another  section,  wealthy  and  powerful, 
still  adhered  to  the  doctrine  of  "  divine  right,"  and  wished  to 
expiate  the  "  sin  of  the  Hevolution"  by  recalling  King  James. 
Still  farther,  the  grandson  of  Louis  XIV.,  having  quietly 
mounted  the  throne  of  Spain,  had  been  recognised  by  several 
European  states,  and  even  the  liberal  party  in  England  seemed 
indisposed  to  make  any  effort  with  a  view  to  check  the  career 
of  France  towards  universal  empire. 

But  the  face  of  affairs  all  over  Europe  was  suddenly 
changed  on  the  death  of  James  II.,  by  France  recognising  his 
son  as  King  of  Great  Britain.  Historians  have  been  greatly 
at  a  loss  to  account  for  this  insane  step  on  the  part  of 
Louis  XIV.,  to  which  may  be  traced  all  his  subsequent 
misfortunes.  Some  say  that  he  was  influenced  by  the  dying 
entreaties  of  the  exiled  monarch ;  others,  by  a  promise  of  Ma- 
dame de  Maintenon  to  Queen  Henrietta  Maria;  and  others, 
by  a  declaration  of  the  Dauphin,  that  "  it  v/ould  be  disgrace- 
ful for  the  Bourbons  to  desert  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  was 
not  only  lineally  entitled  to  the  throne  of  England,  but  was 
of  their  own  blood."  The  truth  probably  is,  that  Louis  was 
quite  intoxicated  ])y  the  brilliant  success  of  his  own  crooked 
policy  respecting  the  Spanish  succession,  and  the  rapture 
with  which  it  had  been  received  in  France,  where  the  peuj^le, 
not  presaging  the  calamities  by  which  they  were  destined 
to  expiate  the  perfidious  violation  of  tlie  peace  of  Ilyswick, 
])ecanic  delirious  with  pride  and  delight,  as  if  a  great 
private   estate  had   been   suddenly  l)cqucatlicd  to  every  in- 
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dividual  in  the  kingdom.*     The  "  Great  Monarch"  thought     CHAP. 

•                      fix 
that  substantially  universal  empire  was  already  gained,  and  ' 


that  England,  as  a  province,  he  might  dispose  of  at  his  plea- 
sure. He  therefore  ordered  James  III.  to  be  proclaimed 
King,  pretty  much  as  the  English  Governor  General  of  India 
announces  his  intention  to  restore  the  son  of  an  exiled  rajah 
to  the  musnud. 

The  news  of  this  proceeding  caused  an  unexampled  sensa-  Effect  of 
tion  in  England.     Even  Jacobites,  who  would   have  been  jj 'ep^g^^ 
charmed  to  have  the  true  heir  spontaneously  recalled,  were  England, 
hurt  at  the  thought  of  his  being  imposed  upon  the  nation  by 
a  foreign  power,  and  all  ranks  and  persuasions  enthusiastically 
rallied  round  the  throne  of  William.     He  now  formed  the  .l^t'a''t»«" 

1  •  •  p     T      1  '"  favour 

Grand  Alliance  which  led  to  the  victories  of  Marlborough,  of  the 
From  the  change  in  the  public  mind  at  home,  he  was  like-    "'"S^- 
wise  pleased  with  the  prospect  of  getting  rid  of  Rochester, 
who  had  been  forced  upon  him  as  minister,  and  of  again 
putting  himself  into  the  hands  of  the  Whigs.      Sunderland  Lord  Sun- 
now  sincerely  attempted  to  negotiate  Somers's  recall,  and  a  ].fij'^(,„"s  f^^ 
coalition  between  the  more  enlightened  of  both  parties.     In  tiie  restor- 
a  letter,  written  to  be  laid  before  the  King  f ,  he  said,  '*  The   j^^^^  " 
Tories  will  not  be  satisfied  without  ruining  my  Lord  Somers,   Somers. 
nor  the  Whigs  without  undoing  the  ministers,  in  which  the 
latter  think  they  have  the  whole  nation  on  their  side.     But, 
at  last,  what  can  the  King  do  ?     He  must  certainly  do  what 
may  determine  him  to  take  his  measures.     For  example,  let 
him  come  into  England  as  soon  as  he  can,  and  immediately 
send  for   my  Lord    Somers.      He   is   the   life,  the  soul,  the 
spirit  of  his   party,  and  can  answer  for  it ;  not  like  the  pre- 
sent  ministers,  who  have   no  credit  with  theirs,  any  further 
than  they  can   persuade   the  King  to  be  undone.      When  his 
]\Iajesty  speaks  to  my  Lord  Somers  he  ought  to  do  it  openly 
and  freely,  and  ask  him  plainly  what  he  and  his  friends  can 
do  and  will  do,  and  what  they  expect,  and  the  methods  they 
propose.     By  this  the  King  will  come  to  a  judgment  of  his 

*  Addison  wlio  was  in  Paris  at  tlie  time  was  ohlijrod  to  Hy  to  anoiliir  country, 
saying,  "  Tlio  French  conversation  l)i.'<:;ins  to  grow  insujiportaljle  ;  tliat  wliich  was 
l)efore  the  vainest  nation  in  the  world  is  now  worse  than  ever.'' 

t    Sci)tenil>ev,  1701. 
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CIIAT.  iiflfairs,  and  he  may  be  sure  that  my  Lord  Somers  will  desire 
nothing  for  himself,  or  any  of  the  impeached  Lords,  but  will 
take  as  mueh  care  not  to  perplex  the  King's  business  as  can 
be  desired  ;  and  if  he  can  do  nothing  his  Majesty  shall  like, 
he  will  remain  still  zealous  and  affectionate  to  his  person  and 
government."  The  King,  in  consequence  addressed  a  short 
note  to  Lord  Somers,  from  Loo,  accrediting  Lord  Gallo- 
way as  a  confidential  agent,  and  assuring  him  of  the  continu- 
ance of  his  friendship.  *  In  consequence  of  these  negotia- 
tions, Somers  prepared  Heads  of  Arguments  to  induce  the 
King  to  call  a  new  parliament  f,  and  on  the  10th  of  Novem- 
ber the  old  parliament  was  dissolved,  that  on  this  unexpected 
turn  of  affairs  an  appeal  might  be  made  to  the  nation. 

*  J'ay  charge  iMr.  Gallway  de  vous  parler  de  ma  part  avec  buaucoup  de 
franchise.  J'cspere  que  vous  adjouterez  une  entiere  crc'ance  a  ce  qu'il  vous 
dira :  et  que  vous  voudrez  bien  avec  la  mesme  franchise  sans  aucune  reserve,  et 
estre  persuade  de  hi  continuation  de  inon  amitic."  Lord  Sunderland,  at  the 
same  time,  wrote  to  Lord  Somers  :  "  'J'he  King  is  resolved  to  discourse  fully  and 
plainly  with  all  the  good  inclinations  possible,  and  knows  that  the  two  friends 
are  of  a  mind  in  every  ])articular." — Hard.  Stat.  Pap.  ii.  446.  452,  4.33. 

■(■  This  very  elaborate  jiaper  is  extant  in  Lord  Somers's  handwriting.  I  copy 
the  commencement  of  it :  — 

"  The  present  ferment  and  disposition  of  the  nation. 

1st,   Art  of  government  in  England,  in  watching  and  using  such  o]-por- 

tunities. 
2d,    'I'hese  ojjportunities  do  not  last. 
3d,    Neglect  of  making  use  of  tiiem  always  must  turn  to  disadvantage. 

1.  By  disobliging  the  zealous. 

2.  ]'"-ncouraging  the  ill- meaning. 

3.  Creating  jealousies  of  the  King  and  his  measures." 

He  goes  on  with  many  divisions  and  subdivisions,  urging  against  the  existing 
Parliament  that  "  many  were  engaged  for  the  Prince  of  Wales ;  and  that,  al- 
though tlu'y  pretended  that  war  witii  France  was  inevitable,  they  were  against 
it  in  their  hearts."  To  the  objection  that  the  Tories  jjromised  to  su]i|)ort  the 
King,  he  says;  "  Tliey  can  give  no  security  but  their  bare  ])romise.  To  trust 
them  is  to  jmt  the  fate  of  Europe  in  their  hands.  Neither  their  will  nor  their 
])ower  to  be  depended  u])on.  Not  their  will,  if  it  can  be  considered  how  their 
party  is  composed,  for  without  the  professed  Jacobites  tliey  are  notliing.  Will 
tlie  King  trust  to  a  majority  made  up  of  Jacobites,  to  make  effectual  jirovisions 
against  France  and  the  Prince  t)f  Wales?  'J'l'.ey  can  no  more  be  depended  on 
now  tlian  last  year,  when,  as  they  jjretcnded,  they  could  not  govern  their  own 
|)arty." — In  another  paper,  concocted  about  the  satne  time  l)etween  Lord  Sun- 
lierland  and  Lord  Somers,  to  be  laid  before  the  King,  there  is  this  hinniliating 
confession  :  "  'J"be  Tories  arc  better  sjjcakers  than  the  Whigs  in  the  House  of 
Coninions;  therefore,  in  the  begiiming,  the  Wlii^s  ought  to  have  some  remark- 
able advantage,  which  may  give  tlieni  that  superiority  which  may  help  tluin  to 
CDiidiict  tiie  ail'airs  tiirough  the  rest  of  the  session."  In  the  House  of  Lords,  on 
tlie  contrary,  the  good  speaking  was  with  tlie  Whigs.  There  was  no  Tory 
ljisho|)  to  answer  Burnet,  or  Tory  law  I^ord  to  pit  against  Somers. 
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The  elections  went  very  favourably.     The  King's  speech     chap. 


1701. 


at  the  opening  of  the  Session  was  prepared  by  Somers,  and 
is  pronounced  by  Burnet  to  be  "  the  best  this,  or  perhaps 
any  other  Prince,  ever  made  to  his  people."*  I  copy  a  few 
of  the  more  striking  passages  of  this  composition,  which  is 
as  remarkable  for  its  simplicity  as  for  its  spirit : 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  I  promise  myself  you  are  met  i^ec.  3i 
together  full  of  that  just  sense  of  the  common  danger  of 
Europe,  and  the  resentment  of  the  late  proceedings  of  the 
French  King,  which  has  been  so  fully  and  universally  ex- 
]>ressed  in  the  loyal  and  seasonable  addresses  of  my  people. 
The  owning  and  setting  up  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales 
for  King  of  England  is  not  only  the  highest  indignity 
offered  to  me  and  the  nation,  but  does  so  nearly  concern 
every  man  who  has  a  regard  for  the  Protestant  religion,  or 
the  present  and  future  quiet  and  happiness  of  his  country, 
that  I  need  not  press  you  to  lay  it  seriously  to  heart,  and  to 
consider  what  further  effectual  means  may  be  used  for  secur- 
ing the  succession  of  the  Crown  in  the  Protestant  line,  and 
extinguishing  ,the  hopes  of  all  pretenders,  and  their  open 
and  secret  abettors.  Ijy  the  French  King  placing  his  grand- 
son on  the  throne  of  Spain,  he  is  in  a  condition  to  opin-ess  the 
rest  of  Europe,  unless  speedy  and  effectual  measures  be  taken. 
Under  this  pretence  he  is  become  the  real  master  of  the 
whole  Spanish  monarchy ;  he  has  made  it  to  be  entirely 
depending  on  France,  and  disposes  of  it  as  of  his  own  domi- 
nions ;  and  by  tluit  means  he  has  surrounded  his  neighbours 
in  such  a  manner,  that,  thougli  the  name  of  peace  may  ])e  said 
to  continue,  yet  they  are  put  to  the  expense  and  incon- 
venience of  war.  This  nuist  affect  England  in  the  nearest 
and  most  sensible  manner  in  respect  to  our  trade,  which  will 
soon  become  precarious  in  all  the  valuable  branchc.-^  of  it  ;  in 
respect  to  our  peace  and  safety  at  home,  which  we  cannot 
ho[)C  should  long  continue,  and  in  respect  to  that  pai't  which 
England  ought  to  take  in  the  ]>reservatiou  of  thr  liberty  of 
Europe.  It  is  fit  I  should  tell  you  the  eye.-;  of  all  Europe 
are  u[)on  this  Parliament;  all  matters  are  at  a  stand  till  your 
resolutions  are  known,  and  therefore  no  time  ought  to  1)0  lost. 

*    :>  LJuriK't,  -lOit. 
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You  have  yet  an  opportunity,  by  God's  blessing,  to  secure  to 
you  and  your  posterity  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  your  religion 
and  liberties,  if  you  are  not  wanting  to  yourselves,  but  will 
exert  the  ancient  vigour  of  the  English  nation ;  but  I  will 
tell  you  plainly,  my  opinion  is,  if  you  do  not  lay  hold  of  this 
occasion,  you  have  no  reason  to  hope  for  another.  I  should 
think  it  as  great  a  blessing  as  could  befall  England  if  I  could 
observe  you  as  much  inclined  to  lay  aside  those  unhappy, 
fatal  animosities  which  divide  and  weaken  you,  as  I  am  dis- 
posed to  make  all  my  subjects  safe  and  easy  as  to  any,  even 
the  highest,  offences  committed  against  me.  Let  me  conjvu-e 
you  to  disappoint  the  only  hopes  of  our  enemies  by  your  una- 
nimity. I  have  shown,  and  will  always  show,  how  desirous  I 
am  to  be  the  common  father  of  all  my  people ;  do  you,  in 
like  manner,  lay  aside  parties  and  divisions  ;  let  there  be  no 
other  distinction  heard  of  amongst  us  for  the  future  but  of 
those  who  are  for  the  Protestant  religion  and  the  present 
establishment,  and  of  those  who  mean  a  Popish  prince  and  a 
French  government."*  This  speech  drew  forth  not  a  formal 
echo,  but  a  manly  pledge  of  support  from  both  Houses  :  the 
treaties  of  alliance  were  approved  of,  a  liberal  supply  was 
voted,  and  an  act  passed  to  attaint  the  pretended  Prince  of 
Wales  if  he  should  land  in  England. 

William  began  to  get  rid  of  some  of  his  Tory  ministers, 
and  it  was  confidently  expected  that  Lord  Somers  would 
soon  be  again  his  Chancellor,  and  avowedly  his  chief  adviser. 
But  our  illustrious  deliverer  having  given  this  impulse  to 
the  national  fcellno;,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  national 
triumph,  approached  the  termination  of  his  earthly  career. 
His  health  had  been  long  declining,  the  injury  he  received 
})y  a  fall  from  his  horse  greatly  aggravated  his  complaints,  and 
on  the  8th  of  ]\Iarch,  1  702,  he  expired  in  the  52d  year  of  his 
iige,  and  the  14th  of  his  reign. 


5  Pari.  Hist.  1.3'_'n. 
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CHAPTEE  ex. 

CONTINUATION   OP    THE    LIFE   OF   LORD   SOMERS    TILL   HIS   APPOINT- 
MENT  AS   LORD   PRESIDENT   OF   THE   COUNCIL. 

The  national  misfortune  of  the  King's  death  fell  with  par-     cHAP. 
ticular  severity  on  the  Whigs,  at  the   moment  when  they        ^^• 
had  confidently  reckoned  on  returnino;  to  office  in  a  body.    _.   .   ,. 

•'  o  .'       x^reiudices 

Anne,  when  young,  had  been  told  that  they  were  repub-  of  Queen 
licans  and  atheists,  and  she  had  entertained  for  them  a  strono;   ^""^ 

.    .  .  against 

distaste,   personal,   political,   and  religious.     The  Whig  Ex-   Somers. 
chancellor  was  particularly  obnoxious  to  her.     He  had  been 
the  confidential  adviser  of  her  brother-in-law,   from  whom 
she  had  been  much  estranged;  he  was  suspected  by  her  of 
crossing  her  wishes  to  be  put  into  the  council  of  regency, 
and  to  have  a  separate  establishment   as  next   heir   to  the 
crown ;    and  his  views  respecting  church   affairs  had  been 
grossly  misre})resented  to  her.     Although  he  signed  the  re-   He  is  ex- 
cognition    of  her   title    previous    to    her   being   proclaimed,   the  Privy'" 
and  he  Avas  ready  to  have  shown  her  every  mark  of  loyal   Council, 
respect,   she   at   once  announced  to  the   confidential  friends  the  com- 
who  gatliered  round  her  on  her  accession,  that  she  would  not  '"'ssion  of 
even  admit  him  into  her  presence.     Accordingly,  ho  was  not  all  over 
allowed  to  be  sworn  of  her  Privy  Council,  when,  along  with   England. 
the  Privy  Councillors  of  the  late  King,  he  attended  to  take  the 
oaths  as  is  usual  at  the  conunenccment  of  a  new  reign ;  and 
his  name  was  struck  out  from  the  commission  of  the  peace  in 
every   county  in  England.*     AVhat  he  probably  felt    more 

*  Historians  all  say  that  l-.ls  name  was  struck  out  of  the  list  of  Privy  Coun- 
cillors, Avliich  is  substantiiilly  true,  as  he  was  not  allowed  to  he  sworn  of  the 
Council  to  the  new  Sovereijju.  When  tlie  commissions  of  the  ])eace  were  re- 
newed, his  name  which,  as  Chancellor  and  Privy  Councillor,  had  l)een  in  all, 
w:is,  by  the  express  orders  of  the  government,  omitted  from  all  —  even  from  the 
commission  for  his  native  county.  This,  although  sometimes  denied,  apjjears 
clearly  by  a  letter  from  Secretary  Vernon  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  dated 
.March  31.  1701.  Having  mcntioricd  an  address  of  the  Lords  to  the  (iueen, 
l)r;iying  "  that  such  as  had  been  put  out  of  t!ie  commission  since  the  Queen's 
accession  to  the  tlirone  sliould  be  restored,"  he  adds  :  "  \\lien  this  matter  was 
(lel).ited  in  tlie  House  of  Lords  yesterday,  my  Lord  Keeper  (  Wright)  had  many 
rubs  given  him  about  i)crsons  put  in  and  left  out  t)f  the  commissions  ;   particu- 
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CHAP,  severely  as  a  special  slight  to  him, — orders  were  given  to  dis- 
'  ■  continue  the  payment  of  the  pension  which  he  had  procured 
for  Addison.  Thus,  instead  of  being  again  in  possession  of 
the  Great  Seal,  with  the  patronage  of  the  Crown,  and  the 
power  of  Prime  minister,  he  found  himself  proscribed  from 
office,  disgraced  as  far  as  the  spite  of  the  Court  could  disgrace 
him,  and  held  up  to  the  world  as  a  man  whose  good  opinion 
was  a  bar  to  all  favour. 

Now,  however,  begins  what  may  be  considered  the  most 
praiseworthy  and  the  most  truly  glorious  portion  of  the  life  of 
Somers.  When  he  found  that  Godolphin  and  INIarlborough, 
judging  that  it  would  be  most  for  their  own  advantage 
to  adopt  the  measures  of  the  Whigs,  at  the  risk  of  offending 
the  party  which  had  brought  them  into  power,  were  resolved 
In  politics,  to  fulfil  the  engagements  of  the  "  Grand  Alliance,"  he  strenu- 
ously supported  their  foreign  policy,  and  instead  of  seeking 
to  embarrass  them,  he  did  every  thing  in  his  power,  both  in 
and  out  of  parliament,  to  enable  them  successfully  to  carry 
on  the  war.  Banished  from  the  Court,  he  was  a  main  prop 
of  the  government.  He  was  diligent  in  his  attendance  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  he  lost  no  opportunity  of  support- 
ing the  honour  of  the  country,  or  protecting  religious  liberty 
against  the  inroads  of  the  dominant  faction.  * 

Apart  from  politics,  his  conduct  Is  still  more  to  be  admired, 
as  being  more  rare  among  English  lawyers,  who  generally, 
while  in  practice,  or  in  office,  devote  themselves  exclusively 
to  professional  avocations,  and  in  their  retirement,  left  with- 
out mental  resources,  waste  their  declining  years  In  frivolous 
occupations   or  In  vain  regrcts.f     Lord  Somers  presents  the 


In  lltera 
tmc. 


larlv  that  iny  I>orcl  Somers  was  left  out  of  the  commission  of  the  pi':ice  fur 
Worcestershire,  which  they  told  him  was  the  more  scandalous,  since  that  Lord 
had  sat  on  that  woolsack  with  more  reputation  than  those  that  came  eitlior 
hefore  him  or  after  him."  —  Ffrn.   Corresp.  iii.  257. 

*  From  a  reference  to  the  Journals  of  the  Peers,  I  fmd  that  the  House  hardly 
ever  met  without  his  heinj^  present.  The  two  last  almost  always  are,  "  1)'. 
Somers,"  "  D''.  Halifax,"  till  a  fe%v  years  after  tliere  were  some  new  creations. 

f  Tiiere  has  heen  at  least  one  siilendid  exception.  A  right  reverend  I'relate. 
whose  name,  if  I  were  at  liherty  to  mention  it,  would  be  considered  ;i  {:;race  to 
my  pai^e,  tinis  writes  to  me:  "  I  remember  travellinj;,  many  years  aj^o,  witli  Sir 
S.  Roniilly  one  stage  in  his  carriage,  which  was  (illed  with  the  best  i)ooks  of 
the  general  literature  of  the  day.  'I'o  a  remark  from  me  that  I  rejoiced  to  see 
that  lie  found  lime  for  such  reading,  he  aiiswt'red,  '  .'\s  soon  as  1  found  I  was  to 
be  a  busy  lawyer  for  life,    I    strenuously  resolved    to   keep    up   my  habit   ol"  non- 
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beau  ideal  of  an  Ex-chancellor,  —  active  in  his  place  in  par-     CHAP, 
liament  when  he  could  serve  the   State,  and  devoting  his  ' 


leisure  to  philosophy  and  literature.  He  had  long  been  a 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  :  he  now  regularly  attended  its 
meetings,  and  assisted  in  its  transactions ;  and  being  elected 
the  President,  he  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  extend  its 
credit  and  its  usefulness.  Having  held  this  distinguished 
post  five  years,  he  gracefully  resigned  it  to  Sir  Isaac  Newton. 
He  made  a  noble  use  of  the  wealth  he  had  honourably  ac- 
quired, by  purchasing  a  fine  collection  of  paintings,  engrav- 
ings *,  medals,  and  books  —  becoming  possessed  of  almost 
every  edition  of  the  Bible  that  had  ever  been  printed,  and 
of  an  immense  mass  of  tracts,  printed  and  manuscript,  on 
English  history  and  antiquities.  He  lived  much  with  literary 
men,  and  liberally  aided  such  as  were  oppressed  by  poverty. 
On  Addison's  return  from  the  Continent,  he  cordially  em-  His  con- 
braced  him  ;  he  introduced  him  into  the  Kit-Cat  Club  f,  and  kindness  to 

Addison. 

professional  reading  ;  for  I  bad  witnessed  so  much  misery  in  the  last  years  of 
many  great  lawyers  wliom  I  had  known,  from  their  loss  of  all  taste  for  books, 
tliat  I  regarded  their  fate  as  my  warning.' " 

*  He  first  brought  into  notice  Vcrtne,  the  celebrated  engraver,  by  eni])loying 
him  to  engrave  a  portrait  of  ArchI)isliop  'I'illotson  ;  and  lie  made  the  fortune  of 
Simon  Dubois  by  sitting  to  him.  Tliis  painter  had  previously  sujiported  liim- 
self  by  selling,  as  originals,  copies  he  had  made  of  the  old  masters —  saying  that 
"  he  was  justified  in  being  revenged  of  tiie  public  for  not  sooner  discovering  his 
own  genius." — Life  nf  rcrtue  by  Horace   Wdlpole,  Works,  iv.  120. 

f   Somers  was  an  original  member  of  this  club,  wliich  is  said  to  have  been    ^ji^tory  of 
founded  by  Jacob  Tonson,  the  bookseller.      It  derived  its  name  from  meeting  at    '^•t-'-it 
the  house  of  Chuistopheii   Cat,  in   Shire  Lane,  close  by  Temple  Bar,  famous    ^'""J- 
for  his  mutton  pies.      Witness  the  well-known  line  : 

"  Inunortal  made  as  Kit-Cat  l)y  his  ])ies  ;  " 
and  the  distich  : 

Hence  did  th'  assembly's  title  first  arise. 
And  Kit-Cat  wits  sprung  first  from  Kit-Cat  jiies. 
Otlier  accounts  state  that  "Cat"'  was  not   the  surname  of  the  master,  but  was 
taken  from  the  sign  of  his  house,  the  "  Cat  and  Fiddle. 

All  the  Whigs  who  ]netended  to  wit  belonged  to  this  club.  They  dined  so 
lite  as  three  in  the  afterii::()n,  and  often  sat  till  six.  In  the  sumnier  months 
they  met  at  "  The  Upper  Flask"  on  Ilampstead  Heath.  To  this  Sir  Richard 
ISlackmore  alludes  in  iiis  poem,  entitled  "  The  Kit-Cat,"  whicli,  strange  to  say, 
was  fashionable  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  : 

"  Or  when,  (ireat  Kit  Cat,  thou  art  iileas'd  to  lead 
Tiiy  sons  to  feast  on  Ilampstoad's  airv  head  — 
Ilampstead  that,  towering  in  su])irior  skv, 
Now  with  P.'.rnassus  does  in  honour  vie." 

Sir  Codfrey  Kucller  painted  the  members  of  this  club  somewhat  less  than  a 
thr.,i'-(|uarters,  and  larger  than  a  half-length  —  a  size  which  jjainters  have  ever 
viiuo  (ieiiomin  ited  a  Kit- Cat.     I5olingi)roke  afterwards,  in  proposals  for  forming 


ex 
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CHAP,  visited  him  in  his  garret  in  the  Hay  Market,  where  the  poor 
poet  was  found  out  by  Godolphin  to  celebrate  the  victories 
of  Marlborough.  Lord  Somers  was  rewarded  by  the  Dedi- 
cation of  his  friend's  "  Travels  in  Italy ;"  and  as  he  seemed 
now  for  ever  banished  from  office,  he  could  have  no  misgiv- 
ings as  to  the  sincerity  of  such  sentiments  as  these,  from 
the  author  of  "  the  Campaign,"  with  the  praises  of  which  all 
England  was  ringing.  "  I  had  a  very  early  ambition  to  recom- 
mend myself  to  your  Lordship's  patronage,  which  yet  in- 
creased in  me  as  I  travelled  through  the  countries  of  which 
I  here  give  your  Lordship  some  account :  for  whatever  just 
impressions  an  Englishman  must  have  of  your  Lordship, 
they  who  have  been  conversant  abroad  will  find  them  still 
improved.  It  cannot  but  be  obvious  to  them,  that  though 
they  see  your  Lordship's  admirers  every  where,  they  meet 
with  very  few  of  your  well-wishers  at  Paris  or  at  Rome. 
And  I  could  not  but  observe  when  I  passed  through  most  of 
the  Protestant  governments  in  Europe,  that  their  hopes  or 
fears  for  the  common  cause  rose  or  fell  with  your  Lordship's 
interest  and  authority  in  England."  * 

Among  the  other  wits  of  Anne's  reign,  he  was  likewise  on 
the  most  familiar  footing  Avith  Swift  —  who  as  yet  having 
nothing  to  hope  from  the  Tories,  dedicated  to  him  "  the 
Tale  of  a  Tub,"  stating  how  "  the  bright  example  of  his 
patron's  virtue  would  adorn  the  history  of  the  late  reign," 
describing  him  as  "  the  sublimest  genius  of  the  age  for  wit, 
learning,  judgment,  eloquence,  and  wisdom,"  and  celebrating 

a  rival  club,  squeamishly  says :  "  The  first  regulation,  and  that  which  must  be 
inviolably  kept,  is  decency.  Xone  of  the  extrai-agance  of  the  Kit- Cat  —  none  of 
the  drunkenness  of  the  IJcef  Stake  —  is  to  be  endured."  "The  Octouku  " 
must  have  been  very  dull,  consistinsi  chiefly  of  Tory  foxhunters;  but  "the 
Brothers,"  enlivened  by  the  sallies  of  the  renegade  Swift  against  his  old  Whig 
friends,  must  have  been  very  delightful  society. —  See  ]Malone's  Life  of  Dryden, 
p.  735.  ;  History  of  Clubs,  ]).  868.  ;  Steele's  Corr'-spondence,  vol.  ii.  ;M'l.  ; 
Noble's  Continuation  of  Grainger,  iii.  431. 

*  In  a  "  Life  of  Somers,"  published  while  Addison  was  alive,  and  in  the 
elevated  station  of  Secretary  of  State,  the  author  says  :  "  I  believe  the  learned, 
ingenious,  and  polite  Mr.  Addison  will  not  take  it  amiss  to  have  it  told  that 
his  Lordship  took  him  into  his  jjrotection  and  favour  when  he  first  came  to 
town  ;  that  he  obtained  a  handsome  pension  for  iiim  before  he  went  to  travel, 
and  afterwards  recommended  him  so  promptly  to  the  Lord  Halifax,  that  he 
passed  through  several  jjrofitable  and  honourable  em])loymcnts  till  he  was  made 
as  hap])y  in  liis  fortune  as  in  his  fame." —  Life,  1  "Ifi,  p    110. 
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him  for  "  his  discernment  in  discovering,  and  readiness  in     CHAP. 

cx 
favouring:  deservins;  men." 


The  "  Spectator '  had  not  yet  criticised  Paradise  Lost,  somerss 
and  from  the  personal  prejudices  entertained  against  the  author,  e<ljtion  of 
the  beauties  of  this  divine  poem  were  hitherto  little  known 
to  the  English  public.  Lord  Somers  himself  superintended 
a  new  edition  of  it,  which  was  published  by  Tonson,  and  at 
his  own  expense  brought  it  out,  with  a  pure  text,  with  valu- 
able notes,  and  with  eveiy  advantage  of  decoration. 

His  house  in  town,  and  his  country  residence.  Brook- 
mans  in  Hertfordshire  *,  Avere  the  resort  of  the  most  distin- 
guished of  all  ranks  of  society,  and  displayed  the  intermix- 
ture of  aristocracy  and  genius,  but  seldom  in  any  age  wit- 
nessed in  England.  He  himself,  by  his  courtesy,  his  affa- 
bility, his  gaiety,  and  his  taste,  was  the  charm  of  this  bril- 
liant circle.  Now,  indeed,  "  he  had  ample  amends  for  the 
loss  of  the  honours  and  fatigues  of  office,"  f  and  now  he 
earned  the  compliment  paid  to  him,  which  is  more  valuable 
than  any  praise  of  a  judgment  pronounced  from  the  bench, 
or  a  speech  made  in  parliament,  "  If  he  delivered  his  opinion 
of  a  piece  of  poetry,  a  statue,  or  a  picture,  there  was  some- 
thing so  just  and  delicate  in  his  observations,  as  naturally 
produced  pleasure  and  assent  in  those  who  heard  him."  J 

But  he  was  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  these  calm  delights  for 
the  mclce  in  the  House  of  Lords,  when  duty  called  him 
thither. 

The  first  parliament  summoned  by  Queen  Anne,  assem-  Nov.  1702. 
bling  in  the  end  of  the  year  1702,  the  Tories  were  found  to  ^l'-'  "l'''": 

o  J  ^  sition  to  the 

have  an  immense  majority  in  tlic  House  of  Conunons ;  and,  Occasional 
to  perpetuate  their  power,  they  introduced  a  Bill  "  to  ])revent  ym  """'  ^ 
occasional   conformity,"    whereby   all   borough    elections   for 
members  of  parliament,  as  well  as  all  holders  of  office,  were 
subjected  to  the  Test  Act ;  all  persons  who  had  once  taken 
the    sacrauieut    according    to    the    rites    of    the    Church    of 

*  This  j>laci',  forniL'iiy  called  15cll-15ar,  is  in  tlie  parisii  ol'  North  Mymnis, 
not  far  from  llatficld-  Lord  Soincrs  bought  it  from  Sir  Andrew-  ronntainu. 
"  It  lias  a  most  dclijihtful  prospect  from  one  side  into  lOjjpinij  l'"orcst  ;  from  the 
other  towards  St.  Alban's  and  tlie  counties  of  Bedford  and  lincks.  The  house 
itself  is  handsome  and  well  situated." — Ilistari/  «f  I/trlI'drds/u'n;  1  T'2S,  p.  O'l. 

I     life,  p.  .''_'.  j   I'reeliolder.  by  Addison,  No.  .'>!). 
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CHAP.  England,  were  made  liable  to  very  high  pecuniary  penalties, 
and  eventually  to  transportation,  if  they  afterwards  entered  a 
dissenting  place  of  worship  ;,  and  all  offenders  were  disqualified 
thereafter  for  voting  or  holding  office,  without  reconciliation 
to  the  Church,  and  a  long  penance.  The  Bill  rapidly  passed 
the  Commons  by  great  majorities ;  but  it  excited  a  fierce 
contest  in  the  Lords.  It  Avas  there  supported  (I  believe 
reluctantly)  by  Godolphin  and  Marlborough,  to  please  the 
Queen  and  the  clergy.  Nay,  Prince  George  of  Denmark, 
who,  as  Lord  High  Admiral,  had  received  the  sacrament 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  yet 
attended  a  Lutheran  chapel  of  his  own,  —  so  that  he  was 
himself  "  an  occasional  conformist," — voted  in  favour  of  it.* 
But  Lord  Somers,  indifferent  to  the  obloquy  he  might 
incur,  gallantly  led  the  opposition  against  it,  being  ably 
seconded  by  Lord  Halifax  and  Bishop  Burnet.  Listead  of 
trying  directly  to  throw  it  out,  they  considered  the  more 
judicious  plan  of  defeating  it  would  be  to  introduce  amend- 
ments by  way  of  mitigating  its  severity  —  one  being  to  do 
away  with  the  future  disqualification,  and  another  to  reduce 
the  penalty  for  a  first  offence  from  100/.  to  50/.  The 
amendments  being  carried  in  the  Lords,  were  indignantly 
dissented  to  by  the  Commons,  who  Avere  not  only  cha- 
grined that  the  stringency  of  their  measure  should  be  at 
all  impaired,  but  were  beginning  to  set  up  the  most  pre- 
posterous pretension,  that  bills  imposing  penalties  by  way 
of  punishing  offenders  were  money  bills,  and  could  not, 
without  a  breach  of  privilege,  be  altered  by  the  Lords. 
"  ^'■'^^  Con-  After  some  conferences,  conducted  by  written  statements, 
uiion  tiiis  "  it  came  to  a  Free  Conference  in  the  Painted  Chamber, 
subject.  which  was  the  most  crowded  that  ever  had  been  known,  so 
much  weight  was  laid  on  this  matter  on  both  sides."  f  Lord 
Somers  was  the  chief  manager  for  the  Lords.  The  managers 
for  the  Commons  were  rather  moderate  in  their  language, 
using  such  arguments  as  these  :  "  'J'hat  if  a  national  cluu'cli 
be  necessary,  the  only   effectual  way   to   preserve   it  is  by 

*  The  poor  prince,  liowcver,  was  acting  niulcr  ])ctticoat  conipnlsioii ;  and 
when  the  division  took  place,  lie  said  to  Lord  Wharton,  who  was  on  the  liberal 
side,  "  Ml/  licart  is  vid  i/uu.'' —  Tindul. 

t   '.'>  liiunet,  •I.jL'. 
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keeping  tlie  civil  power  in  the  hands  of  those  whose  practice     CHAP, 
and    principles    are    conformable    to    it;    that    when  they  ' 


enacted  that  all  officers  should  receive  the  sacrament  ac- 
cording to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of  England,  it  never 
was  imagined  that  a  set  of  men  would  rise  up  whose  con- 
sciences were  too  tender  to  obey,  but  hardened  enough  to 
break  through  any  laws  ;  and  that  those  men  may  effectually 
be  kept  out  of  offices  who  have  shown  they  never  wanted  the 
will,  when  they  had  the  power,  to  destroy  the  Church  — 
that  the  bill  does  not  trench  on  true  toleration,  and  docs 
not  deprive  the  Dissenters  of  any  rights  which  they  ought 
to  enjoy." 

Lord  Somcrs,  in  the  name  of  his  House,  had  the  boldness  Arguments 
to  say,  "  That  the  Lords  do  not  consider  going  to  a  dissent- 
ing meeting  to  be  malum  in  se,  for  that  Dissenters  are  Pro- 
testants, and  differ  from  the  Church  of  England  only  in  some 
little  forms,  and  therefore  the  Lords  think  loss  of  office  a 
sufficient  punishment,  without  an  incapacity,  which  should  be 
reserved  for  capital  offences,  and  that  there  was  no  greater 
reason  to  visit  this  act  with  incapacity  than  to  make  it  felony : 
that  the  Dissenters  are  well  affected  to  the  present  constitu- 
tion, and  hearty  enemies  to  the  Queen's  and  kingdom's  ene- 
mies :  that  of  late,  in  the  great  extremity  of  the  Church, 
they  joined  with  her,  and  as  they  were  when  the  Bishops 
were  in  the  Tower,  they  have  since  continued  to  behave 
themselves :  that  the  Toleration  Act  ought  to  be  upheld,  as 
it  liad  contributed  much  to  the  security  and  reputation  of  the 
Church,  and  had  produced  so  good  a  temper  among  the  Dis- 
senters :  that  the  Lords  think  they  have  sufficiently  shown 
their  dislike  of  occasional  conformity,  by  allowing  that  the 
guilty  person  shall  not  only  lose  his  office,  but  be  liable  to  a 
reasonable  fine:  that  this  liill  disturbs  the  settlement  Avhich 
to(jk  })lacc  on  the  abdication  of  James,  and  carries  disquali- 
fication farther  than  ever  was  before  attempted  :  that  the 
Lords,  allowing  that  no  man  can  claim  a  i)lace  by  l^irth-right, 
yet  conceive  that  giving  a  vote  fur  a  representative  in  parlia- 
ment is  the  essential  privilege  whereby  every  Englishman 
])reserves  his  [)ro])erty  ;  and  that  whatsoever  deprives  him  of 
such  vote,  dc[)rives  him   of  his  birth-right."'     The  reasoning 
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CHAP. 

ex. 


Bill  de- 
feated. 


Nov.  1 703. 
Attempt  of 
Commons 
to  tack  this 
bill  to  a 
money  bill. 

Dec.  1701. 


employed  is  very  long  and  very  cogent,  but  it  made  no  im- 
pression on  the  Commons,  who  still  insisted  on  the  Bill  passing 
as  they  had  framed  it.  The  most  serious  apprehensions  were 
now  entertained  of  a  fatal  collision  between  the  two  Houses, 
and  of  the  supplies  for  carrying  on  the  war  being  stopped. 
Some  peers,  from  terror,  went  over  to  the  bigots,  but  Somers 
remained  firm.  Such  exertions  were  made  on  both  sides,  that 
there  were  1 30  Lords  in  the  House  —  the  greatest  number 
that  had  ever  mustered.  When  it  came  to  the  final  struggle 
whether  the  amendments  should  be  adhered  to  ?  the  numbers 
were  so  nearly  equal,  that,  on  three  divisions,  the  affirmative 
was  carried  but  by  one  voice,  and  it  was  by  a  different  person 
on  each  division.      So  the  bill  was  lost.  * 

But  in  the  following  year  the  battle  was  renewed.  As 
soon  as  the  Session  began,  the  Commons  again  sent  up  "a 
Bill  to  prevent  occasional  conformity."  Somers  now  took  a 
bolder  course,  and  he  procured  its  rejection  on  the  second 
reading  by  a  majority  of  71  to  59.  f  Still  another  effort 
was  made  in  the  last  Session  of  this  ultra  Tory  House  of 
Commons,  and  now  an  expedient  was  proposed  whereby  suc- 
cess was  considered  certain  —  which  was  to  "  tec/<,"  the  occa- 
sional conformity  bill  to  a  money  bill  so  that  it  must  pass,  or 
the  supplies  be  stopped,  the  war  interrupted,  and  the  whole 
nation  thrown  into  confusion.  But  Godolphin  and  Marl- 
borough were  now  seriously  alai'med  ;  the  "  tacli "  was  de- 
nounced as  a  scheme  for  depriving  the  Lords  and  the  Queen 
of  their  legislative  powers,  and  the  whole  influence  of  the 
Government  being  exerted  against  it,  it  was  lost  by  a  majority 
of  250  to  134.  Nevertheless  the  Bill  was  easily  carried  tlirough 
the  Commons,  as  a  separate  measure.  When  it  came  to  be 
debated  in  the  Lords,  the  Queen,  who  in  lier  heart  favoured 
it  much,  was  present,  and  the  speakers  on  both  sides  exerted 
themselves  to  the  utmost  in  the  hope  of  convincing  her. 
Somers  was  supposed  only  to  have  confirmed  the  bad  opinion 
she  had  entertained  of  lilui ;  Ijut  the  Bill  was  thrown  out  h\ 


*   :!  Burnet,  'Uld.      G  Pail.  Ilisr.  ."!)— 92. 

f  5  I'arl.  Hist.  171.  It  is  curious  to  observe,  tliat  Godolpbin  and  IVIarl- 
l)()rougli,  although  they  were  well  known  now  to  disapprove  of  tlie  l)ill,  not  only 
voted  for  it,  but,  to  please  the  Tories  on  this  point,  signed  the  protest  against  its 
rejection. 
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a  majority  of  71  to  50  *,  and  the  persecution  of  Dissenters     CHAP. 
subsided  for  some  years. 


We  next  find  Lord  Somers  struggling  against  an  attempt  Occasional 
of  this  same  ultra-Tory  House  of  Commons,  by  an  abuse  Conformity 

•    •/  T  1        .      .      •    1  X        !•    Bill  finally 

or  parliamentary  privilege,  to  encroach  on  the  just  rights  oi  rejected. 

the  subject.     There  had  been  a  gross  violation  of  the  elec-  Pariia- 

tive  franchise  in  many  boroughs  in  England,  the  returning  !^r!vilege 

officers  making    corrupt    bargains    with    the    candidates,  as 

they  considered   themselves   sure   of  impunity  if  they  sent 

up  representatives  who  would  vote  with  the  dominant  ma- 

iority.       Petitions  to    the  House  of  Commons  complaining;  ,       Ayles- 

•'  ''  1  o    bury  case. 

of  undue  returns  being  found  wholly  unavailing,  at  last 
one  Ashby,  an  elector  of  Aylesbury,  brought  an  action 
against  the  bailiffs  who  are  the  returning  officers  of  that 
borough,  for  having  maliciously  rejected  his  vote  at  an 
election  of  members  of  parliament.  The  plaintiff  having 
clearly  made  out  his  case  before  a  jury,  Jie  recovered  a 
verdict  with  damages  and  costs.  But  a  motion  Avas  made 
in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  In  arrest  of  judgment,  on 
the  ground  that  such  an  action  was  not  maintainable  ;  and 
judgment  was  arrested  by  the  opinions  of  the  three  puisne 
Judges  against  that  of  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt.  A  writ 
of  error  was  therefore  brought  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
the  Judges  Avere  called  in.  They  were  divided  —  of  those 
who  attended  five  being  for  affirming  and  four  for  revers- 
ing. The  present  Lord  Keeper,  not  being  a  peer,  had  no  Opinion  of 
voice,  and  the  House  eagerly  listened  to  the  oiiinlon  of  So-  l'^^'^ 

^       "^  .      .  ^  Somers. 

mors,  the  only  law  Lord  then  existing.  Reasoning  (as  I 
think)  unanswerably,  he  said  that  "  although  the  action 
was  new,  it  rested  on  Avcll-establlshed  principles  of  law ; 
that  the  plaintiff,  having  been  dejirlved  of  the  exercise  of 
his  franchise  by  the  malicious  act  of  the  defendants,  (who 
must  now  be  taken  corruptly  to  have  rejected  the  vote, 
knowing  It  to  be  good,)  was  entitled  to  legal  redress  for  Judgment 
the  wrong  he  had  suffered,  and  that  the  objection  that  such   •'J^''"""''^  *'"= 

.      ,  .  .    .  ,  House  ot 

an  action  infringes  the   privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons   Commons. 


•    Tor  the  second   re;idin<;.  ju'ers    ])rcscnt,    ')0  ;    proxies,   21.      Ajjainst,  peers 
present,  2:5;  proxies,  17.      (>  Pari.   Hist.  :!(;,^.  :   -I   r.urnet,  S7 — fK). 
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CHAP,     could  not  be  supported,  for  while  that  House  alone  could 
rightfully  determine  who  is  duly  returned  as  representative, 
Jan.  14.       t^^c  elective  franchise  was  a  common  law  right  regulated  by 
1704.  statute,    on   which  a  Court  of  common  law  was  competent 

to  determine." —  In  those  days,  and  long  after,  all  peers  voted 
upon  judicial  as  well  as  on  political  questions,  and  on  the 
motion  of  Lord  Somers  the  judgment  was  reversed  by  a  ma- 
jority of  fifty  to  sixteen. 
Vote  of  the  Thc  Commous  were  thrown  into  a  transport  of  rage  by 
Sbrrach  of  ^^"^  decision,  and  after  a  long  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Wal- 
privilege.  polc  (aftcrwards  Sir  Robert)  in  vain  tried  to  bring  thc 
House  to  reason,  by  showing  the  fatal  consequences  which 
would  follow  from  declaring  that  returning  officers  are  ir- 
responsible, a  vast  majority  *,  encouraged  by  Harley,  the 
Speaker,  resolved  "  that  the  qualification  of  an  elector  is 
not  cognizable  elsewhere  than  before  thc  Commons  of  Eng- 
land in  Parliament  assembled ;  that  Ashby,  having  com- 
menced an  action  against  the  bailiffs  of  xVylcsbury  for 
rejecting  his  vote,  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege ;  and 
that  whosoever  should  in  future  commence  such  an  action, 
such  person,  and  all  attorneys,  counsellors,  or  serjeants-at- 
law  soliciting,  prosecuting,  or  pleading  in  any  such  case,  arc 
guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House."  f 
Marcii,  The  Lords  thereupon  appointed  a  Committee  to  consider 

1704.  what    was  fit   to    be    done,  and  after   an  admirable  rci')ort. 

Counter-  .^    '  „.,..,      ^ 

resolutions  fi'om  the  pcu  of  Lord  Somers,  defending  their  judgment, 
came  to  counter-resolutions,  "  that  thc  assertion  that  a  person 
wrongfully  hindered  from  giving  his  vote  for  the  election  of 
members  of  parliament,  by  thc  officer  who  ought  to  take  it, 
is  without  remedy  by  the  ordinary  course  of  law,  is  destruc- 
tive of  the  property  of  the  subject,  is  against  the  freedom 
of  elections,  and  manifestly  tends  to  encournge  corrujition 
and  partiality ;  that  the  vote  against   Ashby,  after  he  had, 

'    21.5  to  97. 

f  It  sliould  h'j  borne  in  mind,  tliat  this  resolution  purported  to  declare  a 
([uestion  of  law  clearly  within  common  law  jinisdiction  ;  and  further,  that  it 
never  was  pleaded  in  any  of  thc  sut)se(|uent  actions;  so  tliat  these  proceedings 
do  not  afford  (as  has  been  su])poscd  )  an  instance  of  a  resolution  of  tlie  House  <>f 
("omnions,  on  a  (juestion  of  parliamentary  privilege,  being  overruled  hy  the 
Courts  of  law,  although  they  do  afford  au  instance  of  ])riviiege  l-'cinT  grossly 
;'.!>u-.c(i. —  S.'  J.njif  Ciiiiij:!,  //'.■:  Sjiccrhc!'.  V.l-2. 


of  the 
Lord 
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ia  the  known  and  proper  methods  of  law,  obtained  a  judg-  CHAP, 
ment  for  recovery  of  his  damages,  is  an  unprecedented  at- 
tempt upon  the  judicature  of  parliament,  and  is  in  effect 
to  subject  the  law  of  England  to  the  vote  of  the  House  of 
Commons ;  and  that  terrifying  electors,  unjustly  deprived  of 
the  right  of  voting,  from  bringing  actions  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  law,  and  attorneys,  counsellors,  and  Serjeants  from 
soliciting,  prosecuting,  and  pleading  in  such  cases,  by  voting 
their  doing  so  to  be  a  breach  of  privilege,  is  manifestly  as- 
suming a  power  to  control  the  law  and  to  pervert  justice." 

Hostilities  between  the  two  Houses  Avere  suspended  by  a  April, 
prorogation ;    but    encouraged    by    these   resokitions,    which   i4ero»a- 
were  framed  by  Lord  Somcrs,  Ashby  levied   his  damages,  tlve. 
and  several  more  actions  of  the  same  sort  were  commenced 
by  Paty,  and  other  electors  of  Aylesbury. 

When  parliament  again  met,  the  House  of  Commons,  ^';^^'-  '"^o^- 
passing  over  the  offence  of  Ashby,  immediately  imprisoned  no  wed  bc- 
Paty  and  the   other  Aylesbury  men  who  had  broufjht  the  ^'^'^^'-'^^  the 

.  "^ .  two 

fresh  actions.  A  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  sued  out  in  the  Houses. 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  for  their  discharge.  Holt  was  carried 
away,  by  excusable  indignation,  to  hold  that  they  were 
entitled  to  be  liberated;  but  he  was  properly  overruled  by 
the  other  Judges,  on  the  ground  that  the  Court  had  no  power 
to  examine  a  commitment  by  either  House  of  parliament.  The 
l)risoners  then  petitioned  the  Crown  for  a  writ  of  error  to 
l)ring  their  case  before  the  Lords,  and  petitioned  that  House 
that  the  writ  of  error  might  be  ordered  to  issue. 

In  the  subsequent  stages  of  the  controversy,  I  think  that 
Lord  Somers  was  wrong,  although  the  course  he  rcconnncndcd 
was  extremely  popular  with  the  nation.  The  constitutional 
remedy  for  this  abuse  of  privilege  by  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  would  have  l)een  foinid  in  an  enlightened 
public,  and  the  power  of  the  constituencies  on  the  approaching 
general  election.  There  never  had  been  a  writ  of  error  in  the 
House  of  Lords  in  a  ease  of  habeas  corjms,  and  the  I^ords  had 
no  right  to  interfere  with  the  connnitnicnts  of  the  Connnons, 
liowever  tyrannical  they  might  be.  Yet  Lord  Somers  moved 
\arIous  resolutions  condemning  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mons, upon  which  there  wove  various  eont'erenees  between  the 
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1705. 
Result  of 
the  con- 
troversy. 


two  Houses,  which  were  very  ably  managed  by  him  on  the 
part  of  the  Lords,  but  which  led  to  no  practical  result.  The 
Commons  next  imprisoned  some  counsel  and  attorneys  who 
had  been  concerned  in  these  actions ;  and  as  no  redress  could 
be  obtained  in  the  ordinary  Courts  of  law,  the  novel  device 
was  resorted  to  of  suing  out  writs  of  habeas  corpus  returnable 
in  the  House  of  Lords.  This  was  countenanced  by  Lord 
Somers ;  and  here  again  I  think  he  erred,  for  the  independence 
of  that  House  of  parliament  Avas  gone  whose  commitments 
could  be  examined  by  the  other,  and  if  the  precedent  had 
been  established,  the  Commons  ever  after  could  only  have 
enjoyed  such  functions  as  were  permitted  to  them  by  an  au- 
thority which  the  constitution  considers  co-ordinate.  After 
a  cross-fire  of  resolutions,  the  Commons  were  so  afraid  that 
they  took  their  prisoners  from  Newgate  into  their  own  im- 
mediate custody,  and  shut  them  up  in  "  Little  Ease,''"'  direct- 
ing the  Serjeant-at-arms,  who  acted  as  their  custodian,  to 
disregard  all  writs  of  habeas  corpus  that  might  be  served  upon 
him.  Lord  Somers  then  drew  up  a  most  admirable  statement 
of  the  whole  proceedings,  —  which  the  Lords  adopted,  —  in 
the  shape  of  an  address  to  the  Queen  —  concluding  with  a 
prayer  that  "her  Majesty  would  be  pleased  to  give  effectual 
orders  for  the  immediate  issuing  of  the  writs  of  error."  * 

The  wise  course  was  ado})tcd  —  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
session  by  a  prorogation  —  whereby  the  prisoners  were  all  dis- 
charged,—  and,  tliis  being  the  third  session  of  the  parliament, 
—  according  to  tlie  triennial  act  it  could  not  meet  amiin.  In  the 
late  controversy,  Somers  upon  the  whole  nuist  be  allowed  to 
have  done  good  service  to  the  state.  He  established  the  doc- 
trine, Avhicli  has  been  acted  upon  ever  since,  that  an  action 
lies  against  a  returning  officer  for  maliciously  rejecting  the 
vote  of  an  elector;  and  he  so  forcibly  exposed  the  abuse  of 
privilege  by  the  Commons,  that  he  In'ought  great  unpopu- 
larity upon  them  for  their  proceedings,  and  they  were  long- 
more  moderate  and  reasonable    in    their  pretensions.       His 


*  "  This  was  thought  so  well  drawn,  that  some  jireferrcd  it  to  those  of  the 
former  sessions:  it  contained  a  long  and  clear  (ledtiction  of  tlie  wliole  afliiii-,  with 
great  decency  of  style,  but  witli  many  heavy  rellections  on  the  IIounc  of  (om- 
irions."     4  liurnet.  100. 


LIFE   OF    LOUD    SOMERS.  185 

attempt  to  control  the  commitments  of   the  Commons   by     CHAP. 
writs  of  error,  or  by  writs  of  habeas  corpus  returnable  in  the 


House  of  Lords,  has  never  been  revived.  There  seems  no  q^^^^  jifp. 
longer  any  danger  of  a  collision  between  the  two  Houses;  but  culty  still 
to  reconcile  their  pretensions  to  stop  actions  brought  con- 
trary to  their  privileges,  and  the  power  of  the  Courts 
of  law  nevertheless  to  proceed  with  such  actions, —  is  a 
formidable  constitutional  problem  which  still  remains  to  be 
solved. * 

The  violence  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  this  controversy   ^J'"'  ^■ 
about  j)rivilege  had  its  just  reward  and  correction  in  the  re-  General 
action  which  was  now  visibly  proceeding  in  favour  of  the  '^'e<^^'''"- 
"Whigs.     "  The  City  and  the  body  of  the  nation  were  on  the  favourable 
Lords'  sldef,"  and  the  dissolution  which  followed  was  hailed  to  the 
with  general  satisfaction.     The  elections  for  the  new  parlia-         °  ' 
ment  went,  in  many  instances,  against  the  Tories.     Disap- 
pointed by  the   policy  whicli  Godolphin   and   jNIarlborough 
had  pursued,  they  considered  tliemselves  betrayed,  notwith- 
standing the  pretended  zeal  of  the  government  to  carry  the 
bill  against  occasional  conformity,  —  and  the  enthusiasm  they 
displayed  at  the   commencement  of  the   reign  had  entirely 
evaporated.      The  Whigs  had  been  coalescing  more  and  more 
with  the  government,  and  the  returns  now  appeared  so  much 
In  their  favour,  that  several  of  them  were  introduced  into 
the  cabinet  and  into  the  household. 

*  14  St.  Tr.  G95— 890.  ;  6  rail.  Hist.  22.;.  ,370.  ;  4  Burnet,  96.  ;  2  Lord 
llavm.  9:58.  1105.;  Salk.  .)03.  ;  Holt,  2.JG.  ;  6  Mod.  45.;  Lord  C'ami)I)eirs 
Speeches,  242.  '.V2l .  Some  sujipose,  tliat  notliing  would  be  more  easy  than  by 
a  statute  to  define  all  the  privileges  of  parliament ;  but  (not  attaehing  much 
weight  to  the  oi)jection  that  they  ought  to  i)e  undefined)  the  most  serious  incon- 
venience would  arise  from  saying,  tiiat  the  two  Houses  have  no  privileges  except 
such  as  the  framers  of  the  statute  liave  specified  ;  and  from,  as  a  necessary  con- 
serpience,  sul)mitting  the  construction  of  this  statute  to  the  Courts  of  common 
law.  Lord  Somers  saw  the  evil  arising  from  the  vagueness  of  privilege,  hut 
did  not  venture  on  a  legislative  remedy.  Swift,  in  the  year  1724,  in  a  letter  to 
I.ord  Ciiancellor  Middleton,  thus  wrote:  "  I^ord  Somers,  the  greatest  man  I 
iver  knew  of  your  robe,  lamented  to  me  that  the  ])rerogatives  of  the  Crown,  or 
the  jirivileges  of  I'arliament,  siiould  ever  be  liable  to  disjjute  in  any  single  l)ianch 
of  either ;  by  which  means,  he  said,  the  public  often  suflered  great  incon- 
\  i'uientes,  whereof  he  gave  nie  several  instances.  I  ])roduce  the  autliority  of  so 
iininent  a  jierson,  to  justify  my  desires  that  some  liigh  ))oii)ts  might  be  cleared." 
riic  legislature  may  usefully  interfere  on  particular  jjoiiits,  as  to  confer  a  power 
of  at  once  stoii))ing  an  action  brouglit  to  .ittach  the  privileges  of  either  IIoir«e, — 
b'lt  a  "  I'livilege  Code''  1  pronoiuice  to  be  ini])ossil>le. 
f    I'urn.  iv.  \)\). 
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The  fate  of  the  Great  Seal  I  shall  hereafter  have  to  detail 
more  particularly.  Some  think  that  it  might  now  have  been 
resumed  by  Lord  Somers,  if  he  had  been  so  inclined ;  but 
this  I  much  doubt,  for  he  had  not  yet  "  gained  great  esteem 
with  Queen  Anne,  who  had  conceived  many  unreasonable 
prejudices  against  him*,"  and,  although  "the  Lord  Godol- 
phin  declared  himself  more  openly  than  he  had  done  formerly 
in  favour  of  the  "VVhigst,"  he  was  not  yet  prepared,  by 
making  their  champion  "  Keeper  of  the  Queen's  Conscience," 
to  shock,  alarm,  and  quarrel  for  ever  with  his  old  associates. 
Lord  Somers,  on  this  trying  occasion,  maintained  his  character 
for  disinterestedness  and  magnanimity.  Although  upon  a  fa- 
vourable turn  for  the  party  which  he  had  long  led,  a  younger 
man  than  himself,  whom  he  had  patronised,  was  preferred  to 
him,  he  showed  no  jealousy  or  envy,  but  cordially  rejoiced  in 
the  appointment,  actually  attended  in  the  Court  of  Chancery 
when  Cowper  was  installed,  and  continued  to  do  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  exalt  the  reputation  and  the  authority  of  the 
new  Lord  Keeper.  He  was  now  sworn  of  the  Privy  Council ; 
his  name  was  restored  to  the  commissions  of  the  peace,  from 
which  it  had  been  erased ;  and,  although  he  was  not  formally 
a  member  of  the  cabinet,  he  was  henceforth  confidentially 
consulted  on  all  the  measures  of  the  administration. 

Soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  new  parliament,  he  was  of 
considerable  use  in  quieting  the  alarm  which  Lord  Rochester 
attempted  to  excite  from  the  recent  changes  by  his  motion, 
"  that  the  Church  is  in  danger."  Somers,  s})caking  late  in 
the  debate,  touched  very  happily  upon  the  topics  of  his 
opponents,  and  thus  concluded :  "  The  nation  is  now  happy 
under  a  most  wise  and  just  administration,  the  public  money 
is  justly  applied,  the  treasury  is  kept  in  a  most  regular 
method,  the  public  credit  is  in  the  highest  esteem,  the 
armies  and  fleets  are  supplied,  the  success  of  her  Majesty's 
arms  gives  the  nation  greater  honour  and  reputation  than 
ever  before  known,  and  we  have  a  fair  ])rospcct  of  l)ringing  the 
war  to  a  happy  conclusion,  to  the  inuuortal  renown  of  the 
age  and   the  unspeakabhi   benefit   of   ])()sterlty  :    wherefore. 


Addi 


t  Burnet. 
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for  men  to  raise  groundless  jealousies  at  this  time  of  clay,     CHAP. 
it  can  mean  no  less  than  an  intention  to  embroil  us  at  home, 
and  to  defeat  all  those  glorious  designs  abroad." 

The  question  was  then  put,  "  Whether  the  Church  is  in 
danger  or  not?"  and,  upon  a  division,  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative.  * 

But  Lord  Somers  had  now  to  counteract  a  very  ingenious  Embarrass- 
manoeuvrc  of  the  Tories,  which  had  nearly  ruined  tlie  rising  of  the 
hopes    of  his    party.       The    Whigs    had    always    supported    '  °"^5  ^'^^ 
zealously  the  succession  of  the  house  of  Hanover,  the  next  oveAhe 
Protestant  heirs,  and,  to  embarrass  them,  a  motion  was  made   l''''"^ess 

Sophia. 

to  call  over  the  Princess  Sophia,  so  that  she  might  be  ready 
to  assume  the  government  in  case  of  a  demise  of  the  crown. 
This  proposal  was  known  to  be  most  highly  distasteful  to 
Queen  Anne,  who  abhorred  the  idea  of  a  rival  court  being 
kept  in  England  by  her  successor.  The  Whigs  must  there- 
fore, it  was  thought,  offend  her  past  forgiveness  by  agreeing 
to  it,  or,  by  opposing  it,  be  guilty  of  inconsistency,  and  ruin 
their  interest  at  Ilcrenliauscn.  Somers  dexterously  saved  DLfeated 
himself  and  his  friends  from  these  perils.  He  contrived  that  i^  ''"^* 
the  Queen  should  be  present  to  hear  herself  insulted  by  those 
whom  slie  had  lately  discarded  from  her  service  ;  and  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  falling  into  the  snare,  urged  as  an 
argument  for  inviting  the  granddaughter  of  James  I.,  now  in 
the  seventy-sixth  year  of  her  age,  "  tluit  the  Queen  might 
live  till  she  did  not  know  what  she  did,  and  be  like  a  child  in 
the  hands  of  others."!  Wlien  her  Majesty  was  sufficiently 
satiated  with  Tory  sarcasms,  Somers  moved  the  previous 
question,  wliich  was  carried  l)y  a  considerable  majority.  lie 
tlien  induced  her  to  consent  to  the  Kegency  Bill  being 
brought  in,  wliich  mado^mple  provision  for  the  cjulct  t^ue- 
ccs.slon  of  the  Hanover  family,  without  wounding  the  feel- 
ings of  the  Queen  l)y  the  i)resence  of  any  of  them  in  lOng- 
land,  and  com[)lctely  restored  the  AVhigs  to  the  good  graces 
of  Sophia  and  her  son.  |     This  bill  was  strongly  opposed  by 

*    Noes,  (Jl  ;   yea';.  150.         The   Queen   was   jiresciit    (Inriiij;   the   whole   dehate, 
.mil  IK)  (loiiht  ill  her  heart  was  with  the  veas.  — .S^i'  'I   I'arl.    Hist.    l;''). 
t   Conihiet  of  Diuliess  of  .■M.irlhoroiiL;!!,  |>.  l.'i'.K 
\     1    Anne,   e.  S.,   entitln!  ■'  An   .\ct    l'i;r   the    hctlir  Seeiuity  of  lier  [Majesty's 
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the  Tories,  particularly  in  the  House  of  Commons,  but  was 
at  last  agreed  to,  with  some  amendments  to  limit  the  powers 
of  the  Lords  Justices,  who  were  to  exercise  the  royal  autho- 
rity at  the  commencement  of  the  new  reign,  and  it  received 
the  royal  assent.  *  It  was  so  wisely  framed,  that  when  the 
event  contemplated  happened,  although  the  population  of 
the  country  numerically  would  have  been  for  recalling  the 
exiled  family,  the  son  of  Sophia  succeeded  as  quietly  to  the 
throne  as  if  he  had  been  the  legitimate  heir,  and  been  bom 
and  bred  a  Briton,  On  the  act  passing.  Lord  Somers  wrote 
to  the  Elector,  afterwards  George  I.,  the  following  letter, 
which  gives  an  interesting  view  of  the  state  of  parties  in 
England  at  this  time  ;  — 

"  London,  April  12,  1706. 

"  Sir,— 

"  The  hopes  of  having  my  letter  presented  to  your  Electoral 
Highness  by  my  Lord  Halifax,  has  encouraged  me  to  the 
presumption  of  writing.  I  could  not  hope  for  a  more  ftivour- 
able  opportunity  of  making  this  humble  tender  of  my  duty, 
than  by  the  hands  of  one  who  has  so  eminently  distinguished 
himself  on  all  occasions  for  the  settlino;  and  establishino;  of 
the  succession  of  the  Ci'own  of  England  in  your  most  Serene 
Family,  and  who  will  be  a  witness,  above  exception,  of  my 
conduct  in  every  part  of  that  affair.  I  confess  I  always  de- 
pended upon  it,  that  my  public  behaviour  should  be  an  abun- 
dant testimony  for  me  as  to  my  zeal  for  the  Protestant 
succession,  and  for  promoting  the  war  in  order  to  reduce  the 
power  of  France,  which  I  take  to  be  the  most  effectual  se- 
curity to  that  succession. 

"  It  is  with  infinite  satisfaction  we  hear  that  your  Electoral 
Highness  has  been  pleased  to  appmve  the  measures  taken  in 
our  Parliament  this  last  winter.  My  Lord  Halifax  is  able  to 
give  so  perfect  an  account  of  every  thing  that  has  been  done, 
and  of  the  several  means  used  to  bring  them  all  to  bear,  that 
I  shall  not  pretend  to  enter  further  into  that  matter  than  by 
saying,  I  liope  it  will  appear  that  nothing  is  now  wanting  to 


Person  and  Government,  and  of  the  Succession  to  the  Crown  of  England  in  the 
Protest.int  Line." 

*   4  Burnet,  129—131.;  G  Pari.  Hist,  457.   109. 
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the  establishment  of  the  succession  that  can  be  done  by  the     chap. 
provision  of  laws,  and  that  the  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, when  the  succession  shall  take  place,  will  be  upon  the 
same  foot  that  it  is  now  in  the  Queen's  reign. 

"  It  might  have  a  strange  appearance,  that  they  who  by  a 
long  and  steady  series  of  acting  had  shown  themselves  beyond 
a  possibility  of  dispute  the  assertors  of  the  succession  in  the 
person  of  her  Electoral  Highness  the  Princess  Sophia,  should 
in  the  least  hesitate  to  agree  to  a  proposition,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  have  the  next  presumptive  Heir  to  the  Crown 
to  reside  in  England.  But  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your 
Electoral  Highness's  consideration,  that  if  this  had  been 
allowed  for  a  rule,  it  might  possibly  in  a  little  time  have 
pressed  very  inconveniently  upon  your  Electoral  Highness. 
It  was  not  to  be  imagined  you  would  leave  dominions  where 
you  were  Sovereign,  to  reside  in  England  before  you  were 
our  King ;  and  yet  there  would  have  been  an  inconvenience 
in  rejecting  an  invitation  of  that  nature,  when  the  kingdom 
had  before  declared  such  a  residence  to  be  necessary.  But 
the  manner  of  making  this  proposal  was  above  all  other 
things  the  strongest  objection  to  it.  The  speech  with  which 
it  was  introduced  is  in  print,  and  so  cannot  be  misrepresented. 
The  turn  of  it  was  to  show,  first,  that  we  could  go  on  no 
further  with  the  Dutch  (which  was,  in  effect,  to  say  we  must 
make  peace) ;  and  next  to  say,  the  Queen's  administration  was 
hardly  suificient  to  keep  us  in  peace  at  home,  unless  the  next 
heir  came  over.  The  Queen  Avas  present  at  this  discourse, 
and  none  can  judge  so  well  as  your  Electoral  Highness 
Avhcther  this  was  a  compliment  proper  to  engage  her  Majesty 
to  enter  willingly  into  the  invitation  ;  and  if  it  had  been  as- 
sented to  with  reluctance,  whether  it  might  not  have  given 
rise  to  unkindnesses  that  might  in  the  end  have  proved  very 
fatal. 

"  They  who  were  afraid  of  entering  into  such  an  invitation 
(especially  coming  as  it  did  from  those  avIio  never  till  then 
showed  any  concern  for  the  Protestant  succession),  thought 
It  proper  to  lay  hold  of  that  favourable  conjuncture  to  push 
in  for  those  solid  provisions  which  were  evidently  wanting. 
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CHAP,  find  which  we  hope  are  brought  to  cfFect  by  the  Act  that  is 
^^'  to  be  farther  carried  on  by  the  negotiation  entered  into  for 
engaffins:  the  Allies  to  become  guarantees  of  our  succession, 
and  by  the  treaty  between  the  Commissioners  for  England 
and  Scotland  for  a  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  which  seems 
to  be  the  way  now  laid  open  for  the  obtaining  the  declaration 
of  the  same  succession  in  Scotland  which  is  already  effected  in 
England.  I  believe  there  is  a  good  disposition  in  the  Com- 
missioners on  both  sides.  I  can  absolutely  promise  for  one, 
the  meanest  of  them,  that  as  far  as  my  capacity  and  applica- 
tion can  go,  nothing  shall  be  wanting  to  bring  this  treaty  to 
a  happy  issue. 

"  Having  already  presumed  to  take  so  great  a  liberty,  I 
humbly  beg  permission  of  your  Electoral  Highness  to  mention 
another  particular,  the  Act  of  Naturalization,  which  some 
said  was  at  least  unnecessary,  if  not  a  diminution,  to  your 
most  Serene  Family.  If  this  be  so,  not  only  all  our  present 
Judges,  but  all  the  lawyers  of  former  ages,  have  been  in 
the  wrong.  There  are  but  two  ways  of  making  any  per- 
son born  out  of  the  allegiance  of  the  crown  of  England 
capable  of  enjoying  inheritances,  honours,  or  offices  in  this 
kingdom,  the  one  complete  and  perfect,  which  is  naturali- 
zation by  Act  of  Parliament;  the  other  imperfect,  which 
is  by  letters  patent  of  denization.  That  this  is  so,  cannot 
be  better  proved  than  by  the  instance  of  his  Highness 
Prince  Rupert.  For  when  King  Charles  I.  intendetl  to 
create  him  Duke  of  Cumberland,  to  make  him  capable  of 
that  title  it  was  found  necessary  previously  to  make  him 
a  denizen  by  the  King's  grant  under  the  Great  Seal,  tlic 
differences  then  subsisting  between  the  King  and  his  par- 
liament making  it  impossible  to  procure  a  naturalization. 
But  the  present  Act  is  attended  with  all  possible  marks  of 
honour  and  respect  to  the  (^ueon  and  nation.  It  extends 
to  all  the  posterity  of  her  Koyal  Highness  the  Princess 
Sophia,  bor/i,  or  hereafter  to  be  born,  and  whej-esoever  tliei/  are 
born,  v:hich  is  a  privile(je  tliat  was  never  yet  (/ranted  in  ani/ 
ease  till  in  this  i)istance. 

"  It  is  only  from  your  Electoral  Highncss's  eminent  good- 
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ness   that  I  can  hope  for  pardon  for  this  tedious  address.     I     CHAP, 
am,  with  the  most  profound  respect,  &c.  ^ 

"  SOMEES." 

The  following  answer  was  returned  by  his  Electoral  High- 
ness —  very  encouraging  to  the  hopes  of  the  Whigs  in  a  new 
reign  :  — 

"  June  20.  1706. 

"  My  Lord, 
"  The  Lord  Halifax  delivered  to  me  the  letter  which  you 
was  at  the  trouble  of  writing  to  me.  I  am  much  obliged  to 
you  for  the  light  it  gives  concerning  the  affairs  of  England, 
but  especially  for  the  part  which  you  have  had  in  all  that  has 
been  done  there  in  favour  of  my  family.  The  testimony  of 
my  Lord  Halifax  was  not  necessary  to  inform  me  of  this. 
He  could  give  you  no  other  in  this  respect,  hut  that  which  is 
due  to  you  by  all  good  Englishmen  who  love  their  religion  and 
their  country.  I  am  not  ignorant  of  what  influence  you  may 
have  amongst  them,  nor  of  the  manner  in  which  you  have 
employed  it.  Nothing  can  give  me  a  better  opinion  of  the 
English  nation  than  the  justice  they  do  your  merit.  My 
sentiments  concerning  the  invitation  of  the  successor  arc  en- 
tirely conformed  to  yours,  and  I  put  all  the  value  I  ought 
upon  the  acts  which  the  Lord  Halifax  brought  us.  He  has 
convinced  us  of  their  importance,  and  hath  discharged  his 
commission  as  a  man  equally  zealous  for  the  prosperity  of 
England,  and  for  the  interests  of  my  family.  I  shall  always 
look  for  opportunities  of  showing  you  how  much 
"  I  am,  &c." 

Addison,  in  his  eloge  of  Somers,  says,  "  A  great  share  in 
the  plan  of  the  Protestant  succession  is  universally  ascribed 
to  him.  And  if  he  did  not  entirely  project  the  Union  of  tlie 
two  kingdoms,  and  the  Bill  of  llegoncy,  which  seem  to  have 
been  the  only  methods  in  human  j)olicy  for  securing  to  us  so 
inestimable  a  Ijlessing,  there  is  none  who  will  deny  him  to 
have  been  the  chief  conductor  in  both  tlicsc  glorious  works. 
For  posterity  are  ol)liged  to  allow  him  tliat  })raise  after  jiis 
death,  which  he  industriously  declined  while  he  was  living.''* 

*    Freeholder,  May  4.   1710'.      Xo.  xxxix. 
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CHAP.  There  is  no  ground  for  saying  that  he  projected  the  Scottish 

Union,  for  it  had  been  proposed  from  time  to  time  ever  since 


j_  g     the  accession  of  James  I. ;    but  when   great   anxiety  had 
Lord  been  created  upon  the  subject  from  the  refusal  of  the  Scottish 

employed  parhamcnt  to  concur  with  the  parliament  of  England  in 
in  ncgo-  selecting  the  Princess  Sophia  as  the  root  of  a  new  dynasty. 
Union  with  ^^^  measure  Avas  chiefly  intrusted  to  him,  and  by  his  prudence 
Scotland.  and  tact  it  was  brought  to  a  happy  conclusion.  Though  at 
j^resent  without  office,  and  though  most  of  the  English  com- 
missioners were  of  higher  rank,  yet,  from  the  station  he  had 
once  occupied,  and  his  great  celebrity,  he  was  the  most  re- 
garded by  the  Scottish  Commissioners,  and  he  produced  a  most 
favourable  impression  upon  them  by  the  courtesy  of  his  man- 
ners, as  well  as  by  the  liberality  of  his  sentiments.  On  the 
delicate  subject  of  religion  he  quieted  their  fears  by  at  once 
agreeing  to  every  precaution  they  could  suggest  for  the  safe- 
guard of  the  Kirk  and  the  protection  of  their  beloved  Pres- 
bytery. These  concessions  were  distasteful  to  the  Tory 
party,  and  Avere  highly  obnoxious  to  the  University  of  Ox- 
ford *,  but  the  necessity  for  them  being  apparent,  even  the 
Queen  was  prevailed  upon  to  sanction  them.  After  the  sit- 
tings of  the  Commissioners  at  the  Cockpit,  Whitehall,  had 
been  continvied  from  the  15th  of  April  to  the  22dof  July,  — 
in  the  evening  of  that  day  the  Articles  were  finally  con- 
cluded, and  next  morning  Soiuers  attended  the  Queen  at  St. 
James's,  when  they  were  delivered  to  her,  to  be  submitted 
to  the  parliaments  of  the  two  countries.  Allien  the  Bill  for 
givino;  effect  to  them  was  afterwards  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Lords,  he  warmly  defended  it  f,  and  by  corres- 
ponding with  the  ministers  and  leaders  of  parties  in  Scotland, 
his  advice  materially  smoothed  its  progress  through  the  legis- 
lature of  that  country.  J 

*  Wherefore,  this  University  refused  to  otTer  an  address  of  congratulation  to 
the  Queen  wlien  the  measure  was  completed. 

f  IJurnet,  iv.  150.  ICG.;  Defoe's  History  of  the  Union,  6  Pari.  Hist.  5G7. 
5G<.). 

\  The  originals  of  the  following  letters,  written  I)y  Lord  Soniers  on  that  oc- 
casion to  the  ICarl  of  I. even,  then  Commander-in-Chief  in  Scotland,  are  in  tlie 
vahiahle  collection  of  MS.  state  papers  belonging  to  the  present  Earl  of  Leveii 
and  Melville,  his  descintlant: 
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The   measure  being   carried,   he   afterwards   conferred   a    chap. 


great   benefit   upon    Scotland,    and   upon   the    empire,    by 


ex. 


«  London,  26""  Nov'.  1706. 
"  My  Lord, 

"  I  have  with  very  great  trouble  heard  you  have  not  bin  very  well,  wh'^''  is  a 
great  misfortune  to  us  all  at  so  busy  a  time.  I  hope  I  shall  soon  hear  yo''  Lop 
is  perfectly  recovered.  I  congratulate  w""  yo"'  Lop  upon  the  passing  of  the  three 
first  Articles.  But  not  only  I,  but  every  one  who  hears  of  the  tumults,  are  as- 
tonished at  them,  and  I  am  told  the  Queen  looks  upon  that  behavior  as  the 
highest  affront  to  her  Governm'  and  the  greatest  indignity  to  Pari',  and  would 
sliew  her  displeasure  in  any  manner  her  scrv'^  in  Scotland  should  judge  proper. 

"  My  Lord,  I  doubt  not  you  have  heard  from  all  hands  of  the  great  apprehen- 
sion the  freinds  to  y*^  Union  here  have  of  the  making  alterations  in  the  Articles 
of  the  Union.  Besides  the  delays  wh'^''  such  alterations,  w"  begun,  will  cause  in 
Scotland,  they  will  bo  yet  difficulties  here,  and  give  opportunities  for  such  delays 
as  wee  know  not  how  to  get  over,  and  will  cause  the  treaty  to  be  sent  back  to 
Scotland  as  is  apprehended  here.  Your  freinds  here  think  every  thing  they  have 
yet  heard  mentioned,  as  what  sticks  with  you,  will  be  taken  away  by  the 
managem'  of  the  Commissioners  of  Excise,  as  they  now  collect  the  duties  in 
England,  or  else  are  such  things  as  can  not  be  denyed  by  the  Pari*  of  Brittain. 

"  But  if  you  will  not  be  persuaded  to  trust  in  Scotland,  without  at  least  making 
some  claim  to  what  is  desired,  miglit  it  not  suffice,  without  altering  the  Articles, 
to  state  the  matters  wh'-'''  are  desired  to  be  explained,  in  an  addresse  to  the 
Queen,  praying  her  to  interpose  that  those  matters  might  be  comply'd  with  at 
tlie  same  time  w"  the  treaty  is  ratified  in  luigland  ?  Many  of  yo""  Lops  freinds 
liere  think  (if  there  be  an  absolute  inevitable  necessity  of  doing  something  to 
gratify  jjcople  in  Scotland  who  will  be  jealous)  that  this  way  would  be  more  safe 
and  more  likely  to  prove  effectual  than  a  direct  change  of  the  Articles.  I  submit 
this  to  your  thoughts  and  am,  with  great  respect, 

"  Yo--  Lop» 
"Most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  SOJIERS." 

"  London,  26"'  Oct.  1 706. 
"  My  Lord, 
"  I  return  my  humble  thanks  to  yo""  Lop  for  the  bono''  of  yo"-  letter,  and  the 
account  you  have  bin  pleasd  to  give  of  yo"-  happy  beginnings,  and  yet  more,  for 
your  promise  to  let  me  know,  from  time  to  time,  what  passes.  1  interest  myself 
in  your  prosperous  proceedings  very  sincerely,  beleiving  the  peace  and  happines 
of  botli  nations  to  depend  upon  it  ;  wh^''  I  wish  with  all  my  soul.  Your  great 
majority  gives  us  a  most  hoi)efid  prospect.  I  hojie  there  will  be  no  time  lost, 
because  delay  gives  the  j)ul)lic  and  concealed  enimies  to  the  Union  oi)))oit unities 
of  working,  and  because  the  meeting  of  our  I'arl'  will  be  soon  coming  on,  the 
])ublick  alfairs  of  Europe  not  bearing  that  it  should  be  long  deferreil.  I  am 
\iilh  all  possible  sincerety  and  respect, 

"  My  Lord, 

"  Yo--  Iv'ps 
"  Most  obedient  and  most  huml)lo  Serv', 

"    SoMKKS." 

"  Be  pleased  to  let  my  Lord  Melvil  know  how  much  I  am  his   humble  Ser\', 
tt  y'   I  very  heartily  wish  his  health." 

"  I-ondon,  15  NoNr   1700. 
"  Afy  Lord, 
"  I  was  in  the  country  w"  I  iiad  (he  fivu''  of  yo'  letter,  \v'-'^\  to  use  your  own 
I'hrase,  I  confesse  1  thought  very  full  of  (Jrievances.       lUit   your  J,''i'  tohl  me  I 
was   not  to  despair;  and  since  I  came  to  this  plaee  1  (ind  our  freinds  are  all  jier- 
suailed  that  if  the   tViends  to  the  Union  continue  firm  in  .Scotland,  it  cannot  fall. 
VOL.   IV.  () 
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CHAP. 

ex. 

And  in 
abolishing 
the  Scotch 
Privy 
Council. 


strenuously  insisting  upon  the  abolition  of  the  Scottish  Privy 
Council,  the  existence  of  which  would  for  ever  have  pre- 

The  management  of  tlie  opposers  shew  plainly  they  mean  to  Terrify,  and  I  hope 
they  will  be  disappointed.  The  Queen  (as  I  am  told)  is  every  day  more  con- 
cerned the  Union  should  take  place,  the  violence  of  y"  proceeding  of  those  who 
are  against  it  convincing  her  of  y"^  Evident  Necessity  of  it. 

"  Your  L''f  was  pleased  to  hint  at  some  explanations,  w'^'',  if  admitted,  might 
make  the  passing  the  Treaty  more  easy.  Since  y',  I  have  seen  a  memorial 
w'''  states  the  particulars  more  largely.  I  assure  you  I  would  most  readily  en- 
deavour to  promote  the  agreeing  to  anything  w^'^  would  facilitate  the  passing  of 
y"  Union  in  Scot^  w'='>  would  not  manifestly  stop  it  here,  for  that  would  be 
alike  Fatal,  I  have  not  the  memorial  by  mee,  and  therefore  what  I  shall  say  to 
yo""  L''P  is  not  likely  to  be  in  any  method,  but,  as  well  as  my  memory  will  serve, 
I  will  offer  some  thoughts  as  to  the  several  heads  mentioned. 

"  One  thing  proposed  is,  that  the  two  penny  drink  in  Scotland  should  pay  as 
small  beer  for  the  Excise.  Wee  have  talk'd  w'''  some  of  the  Comr'.  here,  and 
also  w"'  the  Gentlemen  employ*^  in  stating  the  Equivalent ;  and  they  assure  us 
of  two  things  ;  the  first  of  them  say,  they  are  well  informed  that  that  sort  w''' 
is  called  two  penny  beer  in  Scotland  is  as  strong  as  the  ale  y'  is  generally  sold  in 
all  the  Publick  Houses  in  England.  If  that  be  so,  than  there  will  not  be  an 
equality  of  Excises,  w"^''  yo''  L''i^  knows  was  the  Principle  w^**  the  English 
Com""'  thought  themselves  bound  to  proceed  upon  through  out,  and  w'^''  was 
the  only  thing  could  excuse  them  for  agreeing  to  so  very  low  a  Quota  for  the 
land  Tax.  The  other  sort  of  those  Gentlemen  said  y'  y*^  Twopenny  Drink  was 
the  general  Drink  in  all  tlie  public  Houses  in  Scotland,  and  if  tiiat  was  made  small 
beer,  the  Excise  in  Scotland  would  fall  by  the  Union  instead  of  being  raised, 
by  becoming  liable  to  the  English  Duties,  and  that  it  would  considerably  alter 
the  Equivalent.  Whatever  ease  can  be  given,  or  is  given,  in  the  way  of  Ma- 
nagement of  y<'  Duty  in  England,  arises  from  y"  Comissioners  observation 
yt  it  is  best  for  securing  and  ascertaining  the  grosse  of  y'^  Duty  to  be  as  gentle 
as  may  be  reasonable  in  the  collections;  and  y^'  reason  will  hold  much  more 
strongly  in  Scotland,  and  therefore  it  may  well  be  depended  upon  y'  it  will  be 
practised. 

"  As  for  the  encouragement  to  be  given  upon  the  exportation  of  Oats,  &c.,  T 
hope  it  will  not  be  found  difficult  to  be  obtained  in  y'-'  Pari',  of  Great  Brittain, 
because  it  seems  to  stand  upon  tiie  same  reason,  as  what  is  already  Law,  w"' 
respect  to  other  species  of  corn.  And  as  y'  premium  does  in  a  manner  only 
concern  some  of  the  ^Nlaritim  Counties  in  England,  and  yet  was  agreed  to  by  y*^ 
whole  Park,  of  England,  so  there  is  no  reason  to  suspect  but  the  Parlt.  of 
Great  Br.  will  be  willing  to  comply  with  a  proportionable  premium  to  the 
Oates,  tho'  it  will  perhaps  princijiallj-  concern  but  one  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom ;  but  y'  w^*'  makes  it  in  a  manner  impossible  to  be  an  article  in  the  Treaty 
is  this  :  The  calculation  of  the  E<]uivak'nt  as  to  the  pro])ortion  of  the  Customs 
of  y<=  two  Kingdoms  was  made  upon  the  neat  produce  of  l)otli.  This  Premium 
for  Exportation  in  England  is  paid  out  of  the  Customs,  and  the  English  Cus- 
toms were  calculated  at  a  neat  sum,  after  those  premiums  and  all  other  Draw- 
backs deducted.  Now,  if  such  jiremiums  should  be  agreed  to  be  paid  cut  of 
the  Scottisli  Customs,  your  Ld''.  sees  it  will  alter  y"^^  wliole  Eijuivalent,  and  that 
very  considerably  ;  so  that  l)oth  these  things  c;in  never  l)e  called  exi)lainiiig,  but 
are  a  manifest  altering  the  articles. 

"  I  remember  only  one  other  particulnr,  w'''  is  the  apprehension  of  incon- 
venience from  Iin|)ortation  of  Oates,  &c.  from  Ireland,  w'''  (as  I  take  it)  is  ])ro- 
l>ose(l  to  be  remedied  by  laving  a  liiglur  Duty  on  Irish  Oates.  All  y'  I  shall 
say  as  to  this  (i)esi(ies  y'  it  is  an  alteration,  and  therefore  to  he  avoided,) 
shall  be,  y',  in  my  opinion,  matters  of  Trade,  w' ''  in  their  nature  are  variable, 
should  not  jjropcrly  he  made  the  subject  of  articles  of  Union,  w'*'  are  to  remain 
for  ever  sacred  and  iinutable.  But,  on  y''  other  side,  as  this  is  not  a  subject  of 
any  of  the  Articles,  nor  was  touched  upon   in   the  Treaty,  if  any  great  weight 
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vented  a  cordial  union  of  feelings  and  of  interests  between     chap, 

ex 
the  two  nations.     We  have  deeply  to  lament  that  at  the  ' 

union  with  Ireland  a  different  course  was  adopted,  and  it  was 

thought  fit  to  keep  up  a  Lord  Lieutenant  and  a  separate 

administration  for  that  country.  * 

While  engcao-ed  in  these  weighty  affairs  of  state,  and  at-  Lord 

tending  to  the  interests  of  literature  and  the  fine  arts,  Lord  ^^^  ^^^  ^p_ 

Somers  by  no  means  neglected  his  own  profession.     He  was  forming 

warmly  attached  to  law  reform,   but  he  was  aware  of  the 

care  and  caution  necessary  to  enable  him  to  effect  his  object. 

he  laid  upon  it  I  should  hope  it  might  be  got  through  with  us.  But  I  should 
wish  it  might  be  let  alone,  because  it  may  give  occasion  for  like  things  to  be 
started  here. 

"  I  am  quite  ashamed  of  this  tedious  scrible,  but  I  hope  j-our  L''p.  will 
beleive  me  to  mean  very  well,  .and  I  wish  I  had  time  to  express  myself  in  fewer 
words.      1  am,  with  much  esteem,  my  Lord, 

"  Your  L''i'*  most  obedient  humble  Serv*., 

"  SoMERS  " 

After  all,  I  am  afraid  that  the  measure  was  successful  less  by  the  talents  of 
Somers  than  by  the  money  remitted  to  bribe  the  Scotch  nobles  and  leading  com- 
moners, for  both  the  Scotch  and  the  Irish  Unions  were  conducted  on  tlie 
l)rinciple  then  propounded  by  Prior  — 

"  The  end  must  justify  the  means. 
He  only  sins  who  ill  intends: 
Since,  therefore,  'tis  to  combat  evil, 
'Tis  lawful  to  employ  the  Dkvil." 

*  The  notes  which  he  made  for  his  speech  in  tlie  House  of  Lords  on  this  oc-     Notes  of 
caslon  are  still  preserved,  and  some  of  liis  observations  are  most  a])plicable  to    speech  for 
Ireland  at   the  present  moment.      "  Heartily  desirous  of  the   union — no  less    consoli- 
desirous  to  make  it  entire  and  complete  —  not  at  all  perfect  while  his  political    dating  the 
administrations  suiisist  —  the  true  argument  for  the  union  was  the  danger  to    iinOn  with 
both  kingdoms  from  a  divided  state. — The  advantage  of  Scotland  is  to  have  the    Scotland, 
same  easy  aoecss  to  the  Prince  —  to  be  under  the  immediate  care  of  the  Prince, 
and  not  to  owe  protection   and  countenance  to  any  subordinate   institution  — 
worse  state  after  the   union  if  a  distinct  administration  continue.  —  Oi>j.    '  This 
Council  is  not  a  constitution  of  state  and  policy,  but  in  effect  a  sovereign  Court 
of  .Justice  to  see  the  laws  efFectually  executed,  and  tor  preservation  of  the  jnihlic 
peace.' — England  could   never  agree  with  these  courts  that  arc  mixed  of  state 
and  justice. — We  had  a  Privy  Council  iu  England  with  great  and  mixed  ])o\vers  — 
we  sutlered  under  it  long  and  much."     [Having  touched  upon  the  "  Council  of 
the  .Marches  of  Wales'"  and  the  "  Council  of  the  North,"  abolished  l)y  the  Long 
rarliament,  he  continues]  — "  Hope  .Scotland,  though  a  little  further  north,  will 
be  (|uiet  and  haj)py  luider  the  inHuencc  of  her  Majesty  and  her  Council  of  Great 
Britain,  luiless  your  Lor(lshi])s  shall   interiiose  another  cotuicil  to  i[itercoi)t  that 
inlluonce.       I'or   my  ])art,  1  cannot  agree  to  it.       I  wish  North  IJritain  as  happy 
as  I'.ngland  —  I   meant  it    should   be   so   in   the    Union. —  7'riii'  rrni/ to  make  tlie 
(Jtiiiin  Will  rtlislicd   is,   to  lit  the  roiintri/  arc  ploiiili/  tliot  F.iirihnitl   menus  no  othtr- 
wisr.  tlitin    fiiirli/  In/  tliiin,   onil  disins   tint/  slioiild  hi   in  the  leri/  siime  eireuiiisliiiii  es 
till  1/  arc  tlieiiistlrcs."- — Haud.   St.   Paj)    ii.    17:!. 
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CHAP.  Not  carried  away  by  a  passion  for  temporary  notoriety, 
^^'  he  did  not  toss  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
under  the  name  of  "  Bills,"  the  crudities  of  himself  or 
others  —  bringing  law  reform  into  disrepute.  While 
at  the  bar,  and  in  office,  he  had  seen  the  defects  in 
the  system  administered  both  in  the  common  law  and 
equity  courts,  and  he  had  for  some  years  been  devoting  a 
considerable  part  of  his  leisure  to  the  consideration  how  they 
might  be  remedied.  In  the  spring  of  1706  he  brought  for- 
ward his  bill  "  For  the  Amendment  of  the  Law  and  the 
better  Advancement  of  Justice."  *  Unfortunately  we  have 
no  account  of  the  debates  on  this  occasion,  except  from  the 
loose  recollection  of  Burnet,  Avho  says,  "  The  Lord  Somers 
made  a  motion  in  the  House  of  Lords  to  correct  some  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  common  law  and  in  chancery  that  were 
both  dilatory  and  very  chargeable  :  he  began  with  some  in- 
stances that  were  more  conspicuous  and  gross ;  and  he 
managed  the  matter  so  that  both  the  Lord  Keeper  and  the 
Judges  concurred  with  him.  A  bill  passed  the  House  that 
began  a  reformation  of  proceedings  at  law,  which,  as  things 
now  stand,  were  certainly  among  the  greatest  grievances  of 
the  nation  :  when  this  went  through  the  House  of  Commons, 
it  was  visible  that  the  interest  of  undcr-officers,  clerks,  and 
attorneys,  whose  gains  Averc  to  be  lessened  by  this  bill,  Avas 
more  considered  than  the  interest  of  the  nation  itself :  several 
clauses,  how  beneficial  soever  to  the  subject,  which  touched 
on  their  profit  were  left  out  by  the  Commons.  But  Avhat 
fault  soever  the  Lords  might  have  with  these  alterations,  yet, 
to  avoid  all  disputes  with  the  Commons,  they  agreed  to  their 
amendments."  f  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  the  original 
draught  of  the  l>ill  as  introduced  by  its  author  j,  but,  notwith- 

*  "  It  was  no  inglorious  part  of  tliis  great  C'linneellor's  life,  tliat  wlicii  re- 
moved from  the  ailministratioii,  his  hihonrs  were  still  dedicateci  to  the  service  of 
the  government  and  of  his  eountry.  In  this  situation,  above  all  tlie  little  jire- 
judicesof  a  ))rofession,  for  he  had  no  jirofession  hut  that  of  Solon  and  Lyeurgus, 
he  set  himself  to  correct  the  grievances  of  the  law,  and  to  amend  the  vueation  he 
liad  adorned." — Walpoles  Royal  and  Noble  Authors. 

f   4  Burnet,  140. 

I  4  Anne,  c.  IG.  Petitions  against  it  were  ])resente(l  by  the  clerks  of  tlie  Ke- 
nienibrancer's  Office,  the  Exche(|uer,  I'le.  ;   and    it    apjjcars  to  have  been   greatlv 

damaged   in   the  Commons Co;n.  Join.,   Mth  I'eb. ;   Lords'  .Jour.,  11th,  lytli 

INIarch. 
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standing  the  mutilations  it  underwent,  —  as  it  appears  upon  the     CHAP. 

Statute  Book,  it  introduced  greater  improvements  than  our  |__ 

"  Procedure  "  ever  received  from  the  Revolution  till  the  reign 
of  William  IV.  —  "  Whate'er  is  best  administer'd  is  best," 
may  truly  be  said  of  a  juridical  system,  and  the  due  distri- 
bution of  justice  depends  much  more  upon  the  rules  by  which 
suits  are  to  be  conducted,  than  on  the  perfection  of  the  code 
by  which  rights  are  defined.     The  scandalous  abuse  had  been 
established  in  England  of  creating  sinecure  offices  in  the 
Courts  payable  by  fees,  some  of  such  offices  being  grantable 
by  the  Crown,  and  some  being  saleable  by  the  Judges.     Nay, 
the  Judges  themselves  were  chiefly  remunerated  by  fees.     It 
was  thus  utterly  impossible  that  the  suitors  should  not  be 
sacrificed,  and  that  the  complaints  of  delay  and  expense  with 
which  Westminster  Hall  rang  should  not  be  well  founded. 
The  abolition  of  such  offices,  and  the  payment  of  the  Judges 
by  fixed   salaries,  which  we  have  seen  accomplished,  would 
not  have  been  endured  in  that  age.     But  Lord  Somers's  bill 
framed  most  admirable  regulations  against  pettifogging,  chi- 
canery, and  vexatious  litigation.     It  compelled  a  party  who 
meant  to  rely  upon  any  errors  of  form  in  the  conduct  of  an 
action,  at  once  specifically  to  point  them  out,  that  they  might 
be   con'ccted  ;   it  provided  that  no   dilatory  plea  should  be 
received  without  an  affidavit  of  its  truth  ;  it  cured  the  absurd 
strictness  by  which  a  man  could  not  plead  ])aymcnt  of  money 
after  the  day  when  it  became  due  ;  it  permitted  persons  who 
had  been  beyond  seas  when  a  cause  of  action  against  them 
accrued  to  be  sued  during  a  year  after  their  return  ;  it  made 
bail-bonds  given  to  the  Sheriff  available  to  the  creditor ;  it 
prohibited  the  issuing  of  subpanas  in  equity  before  filing  a 
bill;  and  it  rendered  the  action  of  "  Account"  effectual  against 
executors  and  administrators.     Farther,  it  provided  that  a  de- 
I'endant  might  avail  himself  of  several  defences  to  an  action, 
whereas  formerly  he  could  only  set  up  one,  and  if  that  by 
any  chance  failed,  he  was  undone  ;  it  rendered  le.-^sces  liable 
to  the  purchasers  of  their  farms  without  the  ceremony  of  an 
attornment ;  and  it  enacted  that  the  ellect  of  a  fine  of  lands 
!>hould  not  be  defeated  by  an  entry,  unless  an  action  Averc 
lirouglit  within  a  year.      It  likewise  contained  useful  enact- 
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CHAP,  mcnts  respecting  warrants  of  attorney,  the  probate  of  wills, 
'  declarations  of  uses  and  trusts,  and  the  payment  of  costs 
both  in  actions  at  law  and  suits  in  equity.*  When  we  con- 
sider that  this  "  Statute  of  Jeofails  f"  was  framed  by 
the  author  of  the  "  Bill  op  Rights,"  we  may  truly  say 
that  there  was  notliing  too  vast  or  too  minute  for  the  grasp 
of  his  intellect.  $ 
Lord  Lord    Cowper    (holding    the    Great    Seal)    and    all    the 

commemfs"    Other  ministers  showed  the  highest  deference  for  the  advice 
Freeman  to  of  Lord  Somcrs  ou  all  subjects.     In  a  life  of  Freeman,  })re- 
Lord  Chan-  fixcd  to  his  "  licports,"  published  in  the  year  1742,  it  is  said, 
ceiior  of       «  XJig  eminent  qualities  and  rare  talents  introduced  him  to 
the  friendship  and  esteem  of  that  truly  noble,  virtuous,  and 
learned  lawyer  and  statesman,  the  late  John  Lord  Somers, 
who,  in  the  year  1706,  had   so  high   an   opinion   and  just 
judgment  of  Mr.  Freeman's  integrity  and  abilities,  as  to  re- 
commend him  to  the  important  office  of  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland,  then  vacant,  in  which  high  post  he  was  deservedly 
placed  by  his  Sovereign."     I  have  not  yet  discovered  how 
Freeman  conducted  himself  as   Irish  Chancellor,  but  Lord 
Mansfield  and  Lord  Hcdesdale  repeatedly  bore  testimony  to 
his  learning  and  his  merits  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  reporter. 
Lord  Somers  now  drew  obloquy  upon  himself  by  defending 

*  6  Pari.  Hist.  517.  From  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Lords  ap- 
pointed on  the  motion  of  Lord  Somers  to  consider  of  amending  the  hiw —  which 
was  the  foundation  of  the  Bill  —  it  appears  likewise  to  have  contained  enact- 
ments to  allow  Courts  of  Common  law  to  issue  commissions  for  the  examina- 
tion of  witnesses,  —  and  for  making  dehts  and  all  other  ])roperty  available  to 
satisfy  judgment  creditors, — which  have  recently  been  adopted  by  the  legislature. 
Lords'  Jur.  xviii.  68.  17th  Jan.  1705.  —  See  a  minute  statement  of  tlie  different 
stages  of  tlie  Bill,  Parke's  Hist.   Cli.  275. 

i  have  found  a  pampidet,  pid)lished  at  this  time,  entitled  "  Reasons  huml)]v 
oflf'ered  to  botli  Houses  of  Parliament  for  passing  a  Bill  for  preventing  Delays 
and  Expenses  in  Suits  in  Law  and  E(iuity,"  showing  that  the  Bill  contained 
several  very  important  clauses  which  had  l)een  struck  out  from  a  desire  to  jiro- 
tect  profitable  abuses,  e.  f/.  a  clause  to  prevent  frivolous  writs  of  error  ;  a  chiuse 
for  shortening  decrees  and  orders  in  Eipiity,  by  forbidding  recitals ;  and  a  clause 
for  taking  a  Bill  in  Equity  ;>ro  confesso  for  want  of  ai)])earance. 

f  Statutes  for  the  amendment  of  tlie  Law  were  tlius  denomiiiatGd  because 
when  the  pleadings  were  carried  on  in  French  the  jileader  who  had  made  a 
mistake,  when  he  craved  leave  to  amend,  was  obliged  first  to  say,  "  Jeo  faile. '" 
;i  B1.407. 

\  Lord  Somers  the  same  Session  attempted  most  laudably  to  reform  abuses  in 
the  passing  of  jirivate  Bills  through  I'arliaiiient,  but  failed,  as  he  tmiclied  the 
fees  to  be  received  by  tlie  Speakers  of  tlie  two  Houses  and  by  the  Clerks. 
■1  Burnet,  MO. 
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the  government,  and,  along  with  several  other  Whigs,  was     CHAP. 
grossly  libelled  by  a  Dr.  Brown,  who  was  found  guilty  of  the  ' 


offence,  and  set  in  the  pillory,  then  a  very  common,  and  Lif,j.i  ^^ 
hardly  considered  a  disgraceful,  punishment.  *     The  patriotic  Lord 
nobleman   was   defended   and   eulogised   by  De   Foe,    who 
afterwards  for  a  season  countenanced  the  Tories,  but  now. 
In  the  twelfth  book  of  his  "  Jure  Divino,"  thus  sung:  — 

"  Somers  by  nature  groat  and  born  to  rise,  Lord 

In  counsel  wary  and  in  conduct  wise,  Somers 

His  judgment  steady  and  his  genius  strong,  praised  by 

And  all  men  own  the  music  of  his  tongue."  £)g  j-qj-^ 

Till  the  end  of  the  year  1708  Lord  Somers  continued  in 
his  present  position  —  without  office,  without  a  seat  in  the 
Cabinet,  and,  what  seems  very  strange,  not  even  restored  to 
his  situation  as  a  Privy  Councillor  —  but  confidentially  con- 
sulted by  the  ministers,  and  lending  them  all  the  help  he 
could,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament.     He  was  contented  to 
witness  the  success  of  the  policy  of  his  party.     The  grand   Ascend- 
ALLIANCE  which  lic  had  assisted  King  William  to  plan  had  ^yj^^  s 
produced    the    victories    of    Blenheim    and    Ramillies,    and 
Louis  XIV.,  instead  of  threatening  the  liberties  of  Europe, 
began  to  tremble  for  the  fortresses  by  which  his  capital  was 
protected.     Marlborough  and  Godolphin   had  now  entirely 
cast  off  the   Tory  party   as  well  as    Tory  measures.      The 
Whigs  were  in  possession  of  all  the  great  and  ahnost  all  the 
subordinate  offices  under  the  crown.      They  not  only  enjoyed 
much  popularity,  but  the  Queen,  still  under  the  dominion  of 
the  Duchess  of  Marlborough,  seemed  to  have  laid  aside  all 
her  prejudices  against  them,  and  to  have  taken  them  into 
permanent   favour.     The    L^nion  with   Scotland   being   con- 
summated, there  had  been  a  prosperous  session  of  tlic  first 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,   and  a  dissolution  then  taking   Deatli  of 
place,  tlic  elections  for  the  new  parliament  had  <ione  very    J,'''"'"'^ 
generally  for   the  Whigs.      A  temporary  gloom  arose  from   Denmark, 
the  death  of  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  but  this  facilitated      '^*"  '^'^"'''' 
some  ministerial  changes  which  still  enhanced  the  power  of 
tliu  dominant  party. 


1  70S. 


11   St.  Tr.   Ilarj;.  cii. 
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CHAP. 

ex. 

Nov.  8. 
1708. 


Lord 
Somers 
President 
to  the 
Council. 


The  Earl  of  Pembroke  succeeding  as  Lord  High  Admiral, 
the  office  of  Lord  President  of  the  Council  became  vacant, 
and  Lord  Somers  was  induced  to  accept  it.  The  present 
holder  of  the  Great  Seal  had  given  such  entire  satisfaction 
that  he  could  not  be  removed ;  and,  from  declining  health 
and  satisfied  ambition,  William's  illustrious  Chancellor  had 
little  desire  to  resume  his  old  office  under  another  sovereign. 
The  announcement  that  he  had  consented  to  become  Lord 
President  of  the  Council  gave  general  satisfaction.  "  The 
great  capacity  and  inflexible  integrity  of  this  Lord,"  says 
Burnet,  "  would  have  made  his  promotion  to  this  post  very 
acceptable  to  the  Whigs  at  any  juncture,  but  it  was  more 
particularly  so  at  this  time ;  for  it  was  expected  that  the  pro- 
positions for  a  general  peace  would  be  quickly  made  ;  and  so 
they  reckoned  that  the  management  of  that  upon  which  not 
only  the  safety  of  the  nation,  but  of  all  Europe  depended,  was 
in  sure  hands  when  he  was  set  at  the  head  of  the  councils, 
upon  whom  neither  ill  practices  nor  false  colours  were  like  to 
make  any  impression.  Thus  the  minds  of  all  those  who  were 
truly  zealous  for  the  present  constitution  were  much  quieted 
by  this  promotion ;  though  their  jealousies  had  a  deeji  root, 
and  were  not  easily  removed. "  * 


*  4  Burnet,  247-48.  If  we  are  to  believe  Sv/ift  when  he  had  abandoned  his 
old  friends  and  was  eager  to  malign  them,  Somers  had  long  been  very  impatient 
to  be  taken  into  the  government,  and  liad  thought  himself  very  ill  used  by  lieing 
kept  out  so  long.  "  Upon  the  Prince's  death,  Nov.  1  708,  tlie  two  great  Lords 
so  often  mentioned  (iNIarlboroiigh  and  Godoljiliin)  who  had  been  for  some  vears 
united  with  the  low  church  party,  and  had  long  engaged  to  take  tliem  into 
power,  were  now  in  a  capacity  to  make  good  their  promises,  which  his  Highness 
had  ever  most  strenuously  opposed.  The  Lord  Somers  was  made  President  of 
the  Council,  &c.  It  should  seem  to  me  that  the  Duke  and  Earl  were  not  very 
willingly  drawn  to  impart  so  much  power  to  those  of  tiiat  party,  who  expected 
these  removals  for  some  years  before,  and  were  always  put  off  upon  pretence  of 
the  Prince's  unwillingness  to  have  them  employed.  And  I  remember,  some 
months  before  his  Ilighness's  death,  my  Lord  Somers,  who  is  a  person  of  reserve 
enough,  complained  to  me  with  great  freedom  of  tlie  ingratitude  of  the  Duke 
and  Earl,  who  after  the  service  he  and  his  friends  had  done  tliem  in  making  the 
Union,  would  hardly  treat  them  with  conmion  civility."  But  the  man  who 
would  publish  to  the  world  such  a  confidential  communication  would  be  quite 
capable  of  misrepresenting  it,  and  Swift  is  here  the  less  entitled  to  credit  as  lie 
states  that  Somers,  in  tlie  same  conversation,  talked  dis])aragingly  of  the 
Union,  and  sneered  at,  the  "  Act  of  Security  "  by  which  the  I'rcsbyterian  form  of 
worship  was  guaranteed  to  Scotland.  —  Memoirs  nlatiiit/  lo  the  Cli(ntije  in  l/ic 
Queen's  Minisiri/,  written  October  17  11.  The  general  opinion  was  that  tlie  new 
I'resident  of  the  Council  was  now  to  direct  public  ad'airs,  as  we  may  see  liy  the 
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foUowinnj  letter  from  Lord  Shaftesbury,  author  of  the   "  Characteristics,"   to  a      CHAP. 
friend,  Nov.  20.  1708.   "  Somers  has  kissed  the  Queen's  hand,  thougli  not  directly  ex. 

as  minister,  pretty  near  it  you  may  be  sure:  since  at  this  time  of  mourning,  and    

so  sincere  a  mourner  as  the  Queen  is,  she  hardly  would  see  a  stranger,  and  what  — — — 

is  more,  a  man  so  estranged  from  her,  and  so  wholly  oft"  from  the  Court  as  he 

has  been,  and  whom  I  scarcely  believe  she  has  admitted  at  any  time  to  kiss  her 

liand,  he  having  been   for  certain  the  Prince's  aversion,  as  you  may  judge  by 

those  who  chiefly  influenced  the  Prince  and  were  the  violenlest   enemies  Lord 

Somers  had." 


202  REIGN  OF  QUEEN  ANNE. 


CHAPTER  CXI. 


CONCLUSION   OF   THE   LIFE   OP   LORD   SOMERS. 


CHAP.     SoMERS  remained  President  of  the  Council  till  the  downfall 
'        of  the  Whigs,  —  which  would  probably  have  been  averted  if 


J  p^jI  his  advice  had  been   followed.      He  agreed  with  his  col- 

Somcrs's      leao-ucs  in  thinkino;  that  the  war  ought  to  be  carried  on  till 
whena<'ain  tlic  graudsou  of   Louis  XIV.   sliould  be  driven  from  the 
ill  oflice.       throne  of  Spain*;  but  he  would  have  saved  them  from  the 
enormous  folly  of  the  impeachment  of  Sacheverell. 

The  first  session  of  parliament  after  the  new  Lord  Pre- 
sident was  installed  passed  over  very  quietly.  The  Tory 
party  seemed  annihilated,  and  hardly  any  opposition  being 
offered  to  the  votes  for  men  and  money  demanded,  or  to  any 
of  the  measures  of  government,  the  discussions  in  the  House 
of  Lords  Avere  confined  to  questions  on  the  election  of 
Scotch  peers  t,  and  the  rights  of  foreign  ambassadors.  J  Lord 
Chancellor  Cowper  and  Lord  Somers  cordially  co-operated ; 
and  although  there  was  no  Tory  law  lord  to  keep  them  in 
check,  they  seem  to  have  conducted  themselves  with  mode- 
ration ;  not  imitating  the  party  violence  of  their  supporters  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  where,  in  deciding  controverted 
elections,  the  partiality  of  the  Tories,  so  much  complained 
of  in  the  last  parliament,  -svas  outdone. 
Tiie  Whiffs  Tlic  Wliigs  wcrc  HOW  in  their  most  palmy  state.  The 
trunnpii-  Quccu  ucvcr  likcd  them  in  her  heart,  as  she  was  adverse  to 
religious  toleration,  and  she  would  have  relished  highly  the 
doctrine  of  the  divine  right  of  Kings,  if  it  could  have  been 
niadc  consistent  witli  her  own  title  to  the  throne  ;  yet  even 
she  found  it  convenient  for  a  time  to  dissemble,  and  appear  to 

*  Thus  lie  conjjratulatccl  IVIarlboroiif;]i  on  the  victory  of  ^lalphujuct  :  "  I 
cannot  but  ho])e  this  hist  great  success  will  (|nite  lower  the  credit  of  those  who 
may  wish  for  an  ill  peace,  and  satisfy  the  French  King  at  last  tliat  lie  has  at- 
tempted every  thing  possible  for  saving  his  own  honour,  and  that  it  is  time  for 
him  in  good  earnest  to  think  of  preserving  I'Vance  from  utter  ruin.'' 

t  G  Pari.   Hist.  75H.  "  |   6  Tarl.   Hist.  79L'. 


ant. 
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be  reconciled  to  the  new  Lord  President,  for  whom  from  the     ^J^u^* 

beginning  of  her  reign  till  this  time  she  had  testified  the  most 

marked  dislike.*  He  now  had  frequent  access  to  her  pre- 
sence :  he  took  great  pains  to  win  her,  and,  from  his  polished 
and  deferential  manners,  he  must  have  made  some  progress  in 
removing  her  prejudices  against  him.  All  the  Avhile,  however, 
she  had  secret  conferences  with  Ilarley,  the  leader  of  opposi- 
tion, Avho,  on  account  of  the  principles  he  professed,  after 
renouncing  Whiggery,  enjoyed  all  her  confidence,  —  although 
she  complained  that  he  occasionally  came  to  her  under  the 
influence  of  liquor.  The  correspondence  of  the  Duchess  of 
Marlborough  sives  an  amusing  account  of  the  court  at  this 
juncture:  — "I  remember  to  have  been  at  several  of  Lord 
Somers's  conversations  with  Queen  Anne  to  fill  out  their  tea 
and  wash  their  cups,  f  'Tis  certain  that  as  soon  as  he  got 
into  his  post,  to  obtain  which  I  so  often  urged  the  Queen, 
he  made  his  court  to  Abigail  f,  and  very  seldom  came  to  me ; 
and  it  is  true  that  Lord  Oxford  and  St.  John  used  to  laugh 
in  their  cups  (which  came  out  by  Duke  Devonshire),  that  they 
had  instructed  the  Queen  to  behave  so  as  to  make  Lord  Somcrs 
think  he  should  be  her  chief  minister.  She  could  act  a  part 
very  well  when  her  lesson  was  given  her,  and  in  a  little  time 
it  appeared  very  plain  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  Lord 
Godolphin,  that  Somcrs  thought  of  nothing  so  much  as  to 
flatter  the  Queen,  and  went  to  her  personally  in  private." 

Anne's  secret  longing  after  Tory  ministers  was  now 
strengthened  by  her  quarrel  with  the  Duchess  of  ]\Iarlboroiigli, 
and  she  was  im})atient  to  be  entirely  emancipated  from  the 
servitude  to  which  she  had  been  reduced.  Another  danger  to 
the  administration  arose  from  a  returning  wish  for  peace,  the 
])ubllc  being  almost  satiated  with  military  glory,  and  discern- 
ing persons  thinking  that  the  Icgitlnuite  object  of  the  war  had 

*   I'opu  says  in  the  Uajie  of  the  I-ock  — 

"  Wliere  tliou,  great  Anne,  whom  three  reahiis  ()I)ey, 
Dost  sometimes  counsd  take,  and  sometimes  tea." 

But   at   these   meetinj^s   with  Lord  Somers    slie   seems   to   liave   taken   tea   and 
Cdiiiixrl  tOfjether. 

I  Mrs.  Masiiani.  Lord  Somers  liad  incurred  the  liif;:li  displeasure  of  the 
."Marlljoroni^lis  l)y  advisinjr  Lord  Cliaiieellor  t'owper  to  refuse  to  j)ui  tlie  Great 
Seal  to  tlic  couunissioii  apjiointiug  the   Duke  Couuuander  in  Chief  for  life. 
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CHAP,     been  accompHshed.     But,  led  by  men  of  the  first  talents, 
'__  both  for  deliberation  and  action,  Avith  a  commanding  ma- 


jority in  both  houses,  and  regarded  with  general  favour  on 
account  of  their  brilliant  success  in  humbling  the  French 
King,  the  Whig  party  seemed  secure  of  the  long  enjoyment 
of  power. 
Foolish  And  they  probably  would  have  continued  undisturbed  in 

prosecution  ^]^q[y  offices  till  their  tenure  had  been  confirmed  by  the  acces- 

ot  Mchc-  ^  •' 

vureii.  sion  of  the  House  of  Hanover,  had  it  not  been  for  their  most 
preposterous  prosecution  of  the  contemptible  sermon  preached 
before  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  on  the  oth  of  November, 
1709,  the  anniversary  of  the  Gunpowder  Plot,  and  published  a 
few  days  after.  This  composition  not  only  inculcated  passive 
obedience  and  the  divine  right  of  kings,  attacked  the  Revolu- 
tion, reflected  on  the  memory  of  King  William,  and  asserted 
that  the  Church  was  in  danger  from  the  misconduct  of  her 
Majesty's  present  ministers  —  but  (worse  than  all)  abused 
several  of  them  individually,  and  particularly  the  Lord  Trea- 
surer, under  his  well-known  name  of  "  Yolpone."  If  they 
had  allowed  it  to  pass  unnoticed,  it  Avould  have  fallen  into 
instant  oblivion  ;  but  forty  thousand  copies  of  it  were  sold  in 
a  few  months,  and  it  acquired  more  celebrity  than  any  pro- 
duction of  Milton  or  Dryden. 
Opposed  Lord  Godolphin  was  so  offended  by  tlie  dull  sarcasms  which 

Sjine*ir  ^^  contained  against  him,  that  he  indiscreetly  called  a  meet- 
ing of  the  cabinet  to  consider  what  steps  should  be  taken 
against  the  author.  His  colleagues,  naturally  expressing  high 
indignation,  he  insanely  proposed  that,  from  the  importance 
of  the  topics  which  the  sermon  handled,  and  the  dignified 
station  of  those  whom  it  assailed,  it  should  be  made  the 
subject  of  a  parliamentary  impeachment.  This  proceeding 
was  warmly  opposed  by  Lord  Somcrs,  although  he  likewise 
was  personally  struck  at  by  the  preacher.*    But  all  his  argu- 

*  "There  is  another  sort  of  them  who  are  for  a  neutrality  in  religion,  who 
reallv  are  of  none,  but  are  a  secret  sort  of  reverend  Atheists,  who  always  pretend 
to  he  of  tlic  Church,  join  in  the  herd,  and  will  sometimes  frequent  our  i)ul)]ic 
communion.  They  are  equally  of  all  and  of  no  communion  ;  they  are  the 
(jallios  that  'care  for  none  of  these  things;'  tliey  can  see  neither  sin  nor 
danger  in  tliat  ecclesiastical  hughcar,  as  they  call  scliism,yet  talk  very  loud  al)out 
union,  comprehension,  and  moderation;  by  all   which   canting   ex|)ressions   thty 
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ments  were  overruled.*  By  a  solemn  judicial  proceeding  in  chap. 
the  face  of  the  nation,  the  Revolution  was  to  be  defended, 
the  principles  of  limited  monarchy  were  to  be  vindicated, 
the  protestant  succession  was  to  be  secured,  and  the  character 
and  conduct  of  her  Majesty's  ministers  were  to  be  cleared 
from  all  aspersion.  When  the  mode  of  prosecution  came  to 
be  debated,  it  was  perhaps  thought  that  in  the  present  un- 
pleasant temper  of  the  two  houses  there  would  be  less  dif- 
ficulty in  carrying  a  vote  for  an  impeachment,  than  in  having 
an  indictment  found  "  a  true  hill "  by  a  Grand  Jury, —  and  in 
obtaining  a  verdict  of  ^'  guilty  ^^  from  a  majority  of  the  Lords, 
than  from  a  petty  jury,  who  must  be  unanimous. 

Lord  Somers  attended  daily  during  the  trial,  Avhlch  lasted  Question 
three  weeks,  but  does  not  seem  to  have  taken  any  part  in  it  ''"^o^tj^"^ 
till  the  Lords  came  to  consider  of  their  verdict,  when  he  and  sufficiency 
Lord  Chancellor  Cowper  were  thrown  into  a  great  difficulty  ";,,iVs''on',Ti- 
by  an  objection  which  Lord  Nottingham  started,  that  the  peachment. 
articles  of  Impeachment  did  not  set  out  those  passages  of  the 
sermon  which  were  complained  of ;  and  the  Judges  being  con- 
sulted, gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  "  in  an  indictment  or  infor- 
mation for  a  misdemeanour  by  speaking  or  writing  criminal 
Avords,  the  particular  words  supposed  to  be  criminal  must  be 
expressly  specified  in  the  indictment   or  Information."     But 
the  noble  and  learned  Lords  suggested  that  the  judges  had 
delivered  their  opinion  according  to  the  rules  of  Westminster 
Hall,   and  not   according   to  the  usage    of  parliament.      A 
resolution  Avas  passed  "  that  in  Impeachments  the  House  Avas 
to  proceed  according  to  the  hnvs  of  the  land,  and  the  hnv  and 
usage  of  parliament ;  "  and   upon   searching  the  journals  for 
precedents,  Dr.  MainAvarlng's  case  Avas  found,  Avhlch  occurred 

nipan  nothing  hut  getting  money  and  preferment,  hy  holding  in  witli  persons  of 
all  parties  and  characters,  halting  l)et\vixt  the  diversity  of  oi)iiiions  and  reconcil- 
ing God  and  Uelial  for  gain."      Sermon  15,  St.  Tr.  78. 

*  "  The  famous  trial  of  Dr.  Sachevcrell  arose  from  a  foolish  passionate  ])i(iuc 
of  the  ]'>arl  of  Godolphin  whom  this  divine  was  supposed  in  a  sermon  to  have 
reflected  on  luider  the  name  of  "  Vom'onk,"  as  my  I^ord  Somers  a  i\i\v  months 
after  confessed  to  me  ;  and  at  the  same  time  that  he  had  earnestly  and  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  dissuade  the  Karl  from  that  attempt." —  Swift,  Mtinoirs  rvluthuj 
to  change  in  ministry.  Swift  likewise  in  his  history  of  the  four  last  years  of 
(iueeii  Anne  informs  us  "that  he  had  heard  from  I>ord  Someis  himself  that  he 
was  against  engaging  in  that  foolish  business,  as  foreseeing  that  it  was  likely  to 
end  in  the  ruin  of  the  ^Vhlg  party."      See  also  Examiner,  No.  'ici. 
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in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  and  which  was  an  impeachment 
for  words,  without  setting  out  the  words  specifically. 
Whereupon,  after  a  long  debate,  a  resolution  was  carried, 
"  that  by  the  law  and  usage  of  parliament  in  prosecutions  by 
impeachment  for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours,  by  writing 
or  speaking,  the  particular  words  supposed  to  be  criminal,  are 
not  necessary  to  be  expressly  specified  in  the  articles  of  im- 
peachment." Against  this  resolution  many  Lords  entered  a 
protest, —  and  with  great  reason,  as  it  is  equally  important  to 
a  party  accused  to  be  fully  informed  of  the  charge  against  him, 
whatever  the  tribunal  may  be  before  which  he  is  prosecuted. 
An  acquittal  on  this  point  of  form  would  not  have  been  such 
a  triumph  to  Sacheverell  as  the  sentence  which  followed. 

When  the  discussion  arose  Avhether  a  question  should  be 
put  separately  on  each  of  the  four  articles  of  the  impeach- 
ment. Lord  Somers  strongly  siipj)orted  the  proposal  which 
was  adopted,  that  the  only  question  should  be,  "  Is  Henry 
Sacheverell,  Doctor  in  Divinity,  guilty  of  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanours  charged  on  him  by  impeachment  of  the  House 
of  Commons  ? "  By  his  official  rank  he  was  the  last  but 
three  who  voted,  and  the  Lord  President,  with  a  firm  voice, 
answered,  "  Guilty."  The  numbers  were  pretty  much  as  in 
any  other  party  division,  sixty-nine  to  fifty-two.  However 
ill  advised  the  prosecution,  I  must  say,  that  the  defendant  in 
preaching  and  publishing  such  a  sermon,  committed  an 
offence  for  which  he  was  liable  to  punishment.  For  the 
desecration  of  the  pulpit  by  making  it  a  platform  from  which 
he  assailed  political  opponents,  he  was  to  answer  to  his  eccle- 
siastical superiors ;  and  several  parts  of  his  harangue,  charged 
as  libellous,  did  not  exceed  the  just  bounds  of  political 
discussion ;  but  in  others  he  had  publicly  denied  the  lawful- 
ness of  the  existing  government,  and  incited  the  people  to  a 
violent  subversion  of  the  settlement  for  the  succession  to 
the  throne  establislied  by  the  legislature. 

But,  as  Somers  had  foreseen,  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  de- 
claring what  was  the  sentence  on  Dr.  Sacheverell,  pronounced 
the  doom  of  the  Whigs.  The  (^ueen  had  been  present 
during  all  tlie  proceeding.-^,  and  recollecting  that  she  was  the 
daughter  of  the  last  legitimate  King,  but  forgetting  that  she 
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had  a  brother  who,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  divine  right,  CHAP, 
had  a  preferable  title  to  the  throne,  she  had  been  much  ^^^' 
startled  and  shocked  by  the  doctrines  which  Sir  Joseph 
Jekyll  and  the  managers  for  the  Commons  had  propounded 
as  to  the  right  of  resistance ;  and  she  had  listened  with  much 
more  complacency  to  Sir  Simon  Harcourt  and  the  counsel 
for  the  defendant,  when  they  showed  that* passive  obedience 
was  enjoined  both  by  law  and  religion.  The  effect  upon  the 
public  was  such,  that  all  moderate  friends  of  the  Church,  and 
all  dissenters  seemed  annihilated,  or  become  ashamed  of  their 
opinions, — and  an  ultra  High-Church  enthusiasm  raged  un- 
resisted throughout  the  land.  Sacheverell  himself  was  con- 
sidered a  greater  hero  than  Marlborough,  and  dissenting 
chapels  being  burnt  as  a  sacrifice  to  him,  he  w^as  received 
wherever  he  appeared  with  more  than  royal  honours.  If 
any  of  the  Whig  cabinet  had  been  so  silly  as  to  think 
that  the  impeachment  would  amuse  the  public,  and  allow 
them  without  opposition  to  prosecute  their  foreign  policy, 
they  were  miserably  deceived,  for  all  the  victories  they  had 
won  abroad  were  forgotten  in  the  danger  that  was  appre- 
hended to  the  Church  at  home ;  and  although  the  majorities 
in  both  Houses  i-emained  steady,  there  was  a  general  desire 
in  the  nation  that  its  destinies  should  be  confided  to  more 
orthodox  and  safer  councillors.  Harley  marked  with  delight 
the  advantage  to  be  gained,  and  both  during  and  after  the 
trial  unscrupulously  patronised  Sacheverell  and  his  doctrines. 
His  secret  communications  with  the  Queen  became  more 
frequent,  and  she  only  w^aited  for  a  favourable  opportunity 
to  change  the  administration  and  to  dissolve  the  parliament. 

The   last  act   of  the  Whigs  was  to  reject   the  overtures   May, 
made  by  Louis   XIV.  at  Gertruydenbcrg,  upon  which  it  is   ],','"'r',,,]^.,,'t' 
now  generally  thought  that  peace  might  have  l)een  advanta-  itjection 
geously   concluded.      Somers,  bent  on  gaining  the   s})ecific   j.-r||„ce''.it 
object  of  the  Grand  Alliance, —  to  prevent  France  and  (ieitniyd- 
Spain  from    belonging    to    the    same  family,  sluit  his  eyes  °' 

to  the  reduced  condition  of  tlie  former  kingdom,  and  the 
devoted  attaclnnent  of  the  latter  to  a  Bourbon  t^overeign  ; 
and  althougli  all  danger  to  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe 
had  })assed  away,  he  still   cordially  supported  the  Duke   of 
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^CXI^"     -^^^'^^^^^"g^i  in  his  wish  to  penetrate  the  last  line  of  the 

French  defences  on  the  side  of  Flanders,  and  to  march  upon 

Paris.  He  thus  wrote  to  his  friend  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
July  15.  Ireland:  "  The  French  ambassadors  at  Gertruydenberg  have 
^'^'*^-  sent  a  very  insolent  letter,  or  rather  manifesto  to  the  Pen- 

sioner in  order  to  justify  their  breaking  off  the  negotiation. 
I  hope  so  unnecessary  and  so  insolent  a  provocation  will  give 
the  Dutch  courage  enough  to  resent  it  as  they  ought ;  btit  I 
have  not  the  resolution  taken  upon  it.  It  breaks  my  heart  to 
think  what  a  noble  game  we  are  unnecessarily  throwing 
away." 

From  the  odium  into  which  the  Whigs  had  brought  them- 
selves by  their  supposed  persecution  of  the  Church,  the 
charge  was  generally  believed  that  Marlborough's  only  motive 
for  continuing  the  war  was,  that  he  might  retain  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  abroad,  with  the  immense  emoluments 
which  it  brought  him  ;  and  tliat  all  the  members  of  the  party 
were  willing  to  sacrifice  religion  and  the  public  prosperity  for 
tlieir  own  individual  agro-randisement. 
A.D.  1710.  The  Tory  movement  began  by  getting  up  petitions  to  the 

for  pe'ice  Quccn  froiu  the  counties  and  some  large  cities,  complaining 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  present  House  of  Commons,  accus- 
ing ministers  of  wasting  the  public  resources,  and  asserting 
that  the  Church  was  in  danger.  The  "Whigs  attempted 
counter  petitions,  but  durst  not  call  public  meetings  for  the 
purpose,  and  they  could  obtain  comparatively  few  signatures.* 
Tlie  Queen  took  cournge  to  make  some  partial  changes  at 
Court,  and  to  appoint  to  situations  in  her  jocrsonal  gift  indi- 
viduals who  had  been  active  in  the  Sachevcrcll  riots.  Kumours 
were  spread  of  a  dissolution  of  parliament,  Avliich  called  Fortli 
the  followin^c  letter  from  Lord  Somers  to  Lord  Wharton :  — 


*  About  this  time  Swift  arrived  from  Ireland  on  his  mission  about  the  "  First 
Fruits,"  and  saw  thecomins;  chanfre.  However,  he  condescended  to  take  notice 
of  a  falling  ])atron  ;  "  I'aid  my  lirst  visit  to  Lord  I'resident,  with  wliom  1  iiad 
much  discourse,  but  put  him  always  oil' when  he  began  of  Lord  Wharton  in  re- 
lation to  me,  till  he  urged  it;  then  I  said  ho  knev/  I  never  exjjccted  any  tiling 
i'to\n  Lord  Wharton,  and  that  Lord  Wharlon  knew  that  I  understood  it  so.  lie 
said  that  he  had  written  twice  to  I>ord  ^^'h;n•t()n  about  me,  who,  both  timis, 
said  nothing  at  all  to  that  [jart  of  his  letter.  Lord  I'resident  told  me  he  ex- 
])ected  every  day  to  be  out,  and  has  done  so  these  two  months."  —  Juurntil  lo 
SiMa,  I'ith'FebV.   1710. 
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"  We  are  not  without  hopes  of  a  good  parliament  in  case  they     CHAP, 
will  put  us  upon  a  new  election.     I  cannot  find  a  way  to 


preserve  credit,  or  to  furnish  the  necessary  sums  for  the  army, 
unless  the  present  parliament  be  continued.  There  is  no 
certainty  what  the  composition  of  the  new  parliament  will  be, 
nor  what  will  be  the  turn  they  will  take,  since  they  are  not 
Whigs  only  who  will  be  affected  by  the  dissolution." 

At  last,  in  the  end  of  September*,  when  the  Queen  was  in  p|).J;gs°j' 
council,  with  the  Lord  Chancellor  on  her  right  hand,  and  of  Lord 
Lord  Somers  on  her  left,  a  scene  took  place  which  bears  no  ihe"whigs. 
resemblance  to  the  manner  in  which  such  changes  are  an- 
nounced in  our  days.  Her  Majesty  being  seated  in  her  chair 
of  state  at  the  head  of  the  Board,  after  some  routine  business 
had  been  gone  through,  called  upon  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  the 
Attorney  General,  to  produce  a  proclamation  which  she  had 
ordered  him  to  prepare  for  dissolving  the  parliament.  AYhcn 
it  had  been  read,  the  Lord  Chancellor  rose  up  to  address  her 
with  the  intention  of  dissuading  her  from  such  a  step,  mean- 
ing to  urge  that,  as  the  parliament  had  only  sat  two  years, 
and  as  it  had  strenuously  supported  licr  ]\Iajcsty  in  carrying 
on  the  war,  its  sudden  dissolution  woidd  cause  great  dismay 
to  lier  allies  and  joy  to  her  enemies.  But  he  had  proceeded 
a  very  little  way  wlien  the  Queen  stopped  him,  saying,  "that 
she  had  considered  the  matter  well,  that  she  would  admit  of 
no  debate,  and  that  the  writs  for  a  new  parliament  must  im- 
mediately issue."  She  then  signed  the  proclamation,  Xext 
she  declared  her  uncle,  the  Earl  of  Rochester,  President  of 
the  Council  in  the  room  of  the  Lord  Somers.  A  similar 
transfer  was  made  of  almost  all  the  great  offices  of  state, 
"  So  sudden  and  so  entire  a  change  of  the  ministry,"  says 
rjurnet,  "  is  scarce  to  be  found  in  our  history.  The  (^iieen 
was  much  delighted  with  all  these  changes,  and  sfcmed  to 
think  she;  was  freed  from  the  chains  the  old  ministry  had  held 
her  in  :  she  spoke  of  it  to  several  persons  as  a  captivity  she 
had  been  long  inidcr."  f     The  Bithop's  splenetic  account  of 

"    IniniLt    st;itcs   this   '-fcno   to   liavo   t:iki.'!i    place   in  OctohiT,  but  the  London 
(jdzclti',  iuid  othiT  (hicuiiuMits  showing  tlic  new  ai)|uiiii'.mciits.  jjroNe  liini  to  havu 
been  niistaki-n.  —  O.   T.  iv.  'J'J'.K 
t    ().  '1\  iv.  :500. 
VOL.  IV.  I' 
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CHAP,     the  elections  shows  that  the  Queen  had  the  nation  completely 
on  her  side:    "  Unlieard   of"  metliods  were  used  to  secure 


them  in  London,  and  in  all  parts  of  England ;  but  more  par- 
ticularly in  the  great  cities  there  was  a  vast  concourse  of  rude 
multitudes  brought  together,  who  behaved  themselves  in  so 
boisterous  a  manner  that  it  was  not  safe,  and  in  many  places 
impossible,  for  those  who  had  a  right  to  vote  to  come  and  give 
their  votes  for  a  Whig."  The  result  was  a  House  of  Connnons 
still  more  Toryish  than  that  which  passed  the  bills  against 
occasional  conformity.* 
Nov.  14.  AVhilc   the   Whigs   were   in   this   jorostrate  condition,   an 

I  ettcr  of      :ittempt   was  made  by   the  Tories   to  ruin  all  their  future 
Lord  prospects,  by  representing  them  at  the  Court  of  Hanover  as 

Wnit'iate      republicans  and  levellers,  and  openly  denouncing  the  senti- 
the  wiiigs    iiicnts  cxprcsscd  by  them  at  the  late  trial  as  inconsistent  with 

witli  the  1  •      1  1  !•  T         1    L<  1 

Court  of  monarchical  or  liereclitary  government.  Lioixi  homers  tJiere- 
I-lanover.  upon  wrotc  the  following  letter  to  the  Hanoverian  resident :  — 
"  ]My  Lord  Halifax  and  my  Lord  Sunderland  beg  of  yuu, 
Sii",  to  explain  to  your  Covirt  that  the  AVhigs  are  by  no  means 
for  a  republic,  nor  for  rendering  the  Crown  elective,  as  they 
consider  it  hereditary  in  the  protcstant  line,  and  belonging  to 
the  nearest  in  that  line.  13ut  it  is  not  possible  for  the  Whigs 
to  abandon  the  llevolution.  They  advanced  the  late  King  to 
the  throne,  and  tlicy  are  obliged  to  defend  his  title  now. 
They  advanced  him  then  in  preference  to  the  Queen  who  now 
reigns,  although  she  was  nearer  and  a  protcstant.  As  this 
could  not  be  done  but  by  the  authority  of  parliament,  it  is 
natural  for  the  AYliigs  to  defend  that  autliority,  and  tlie 
parliamentary  right  to  the  Crown,  for  otherwise  they  would 
declare  themselves  traitors  and  rebels ;  and  as  the  establisli- 
mcnt  of  the  Hanoverian  succession  is  a  consequence  of  the 

*  Tlicrc  is  a  curious  note,  l)y  Speaker  Onslow,  in  IJurnet's  '•  History  of  liis 
own  Times,"  in  which  he  rehites  some  ni'G;otiations  that  were  carried  on  with 
Ilarlev  by  Lord  Somers,  Lord  Halifax,  and  Lord  Cowijcr,  a  short  time  before 
this  chanj^e  of  ministers,  on  the  jjasis  of  an  overture  made  by  Harlcy  for  kc'ei)in:r 
them  in  place  if  they  would  consent  1o  the  substitution  of  himself,  and  some  of 
his  friends,  for  Lorcl  'J'reasurer  Godolphin  and  his  dependents.  Onslow  savs, 
that  he  had  his  infonntition  from  Si'-  ,(osi'|)h  .lekyll,  '■  who,"  he  add^,  •■  had  it 
vcrv  likelv,  and  I  think  he  saitl  so  too.  tVom  the  Lord  Soniirs,  to  whom  he 
was  brother-in-law."  'I'he  neicotiation  was  broken  olf  in  conMi|nence  of  the 
opposition  of  Lord  AVliarton,  who  expressed  his  detestation  of  having  any  thing 
to  do  witli  Harlev. 
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Revolution,  and  a  work  of  the  late  King,  your  Court  should     CHAP, 
take  it  well  of  the  Whigs  that  they  defend  the  Revolution, 


and  should  excuse  some  expressions  in  their  last  writings, 
which  appear  to  carry  too  far  the  authority  of  the  parliament 
in  the  affairs  of  the  succession  ;  and  the  more  so  that  the 
maxims  of  the  Tories,  tending  directly  to  prepare  the  way  for 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  to  secure  his  title  from  being  called 
in  question,  it  is  natural  for  the  friends  of  the  Hanoverian 
succession  to  maintain  a  contrary  doctrine."  * 

Lord  Somers  now  went  into  active,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say.  Lord 
in  some  instances,  factious  opposition.  He  might  well  be  opposition, 
excused  in  still  standing  up  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war,  and  in  trying  to  obtain  a  condemnation  of  the  peace 
Avhich  was  concluded ;  but  we  can  hardly  attempt  to  palliate 
his  combining  to  undo  the  great  measure  of  internal  policy 
which  illustrates  this  reign,  and  which  he  had  himself  been 
so  instrumental  in  accomplishing. 

As  soon  as  he  was  removed  from  office,  — notwithstanding  Virulence 
his  services  and  his  character,  as  he  was  considered  the  chief  writtrs'in 
councillor  of  the  Whigs,  he  was  relentlessly  assailed  in  par-  *'"-'  '"'''S"  °^ 

*^  •^  -I  Q  noon 

liamcnt,  and  libelled  by  the  Tory  press  in  a  manner  to  make  Amie. 
public  men  of  the  present  day  rejoice  that  they  did  not  live 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  Complaints  are  still  made,  and 
sometimes  with  justice,  of  the  licentiousness  of  our  pci'iodical 
writers  ;  but  modern  libellers  are  mild,  candid,  and  cautions, 
compared  witli  the  wits  of  the  Augustan  age  of  English  litera- 
ture when  engaged  in  political  controversy.  Private  character, 
which  is  now  almost  invariably  respected,  was  then  attacked 
with  unfeeling  exaggerations  of  what  was  true,  and  with  un- 
mixed inventions  of  malignant  falsehood.  I  yludl  give  one 
specimen  which  may  be  enough  to  support  mv  charge  :  Swil't 
was  highly  indignant  that  he  had  not  obtained  ju-omotion  in 
the  cluu'cli  from  the  late  government.  Soniei-s  and  ^rontngue 
had  been  eager  to  befriend  him,  and  if  he  liad  ])cen  a  layman 
they  certainly  would  have  liberally  provided  for  him  as  they 
did  for  Addison  and  Congreve  :  Init  l)eing  in  orders,  he  could 
not  well  do  the  duties  of  [Jnder  Secretary  of  Stale,  or  Com- 

"    .'Macp!i,  StaU-   I'ainT';.  ii.  '20'_'. 
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CHAP,     missioner  of  Customs,  and  Queen  Anne  had  resolved  that  the 
author  of  the  Tale  of  a  Tub  should  not  hold  any  high  ecclesi- 


astical dignity  in  England.  They  proposed  to  appoint  him 
Secretary  of  Legation  at  Vienna,  or  Bishop  of  Virginia ;  but 
he  spurned  at  such  offers,  his  determination  being  to  enjoy 
power  and  preferment  at  home.  *  When  the  tide  was  turn- 
ing during  the  trial  of  Sacheverell,  he  formed  an  alliance  with 
Harley  and  St.  John,  and  now  the  chief  prop  of  their  govern- 
ment, and  editor  of  the  '•'  Examiner,"  he  vituperated  the 
leaders  of  the  opposition  with  bitterness,  in  proportion  to  the 
fulsoraeness  of  the  flattery  he  had  formerly  lavished  upon  them. 
In  an  early  Number  of  that  Journal  he  compares  the  late 
and  the  present  ministers  by  pairs  ;  —  and  this  is  his  parallel 
between  the  patron,  to  whom  he  had  dedicated  the  Tale  of  a 
Attack  Tub,  and  his  successor :  "  The  person  who  now  presides  at  the 
upon  Lord    (3q^|i^(>ji  jg  descended  from  a  great  and  honourable  father,    not 

ISoiners  by  »  ' 

Swift.  from  the  dregs  of  the  people  ;  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Trea- 

sury some  years,  and  rather  chose  to  enrich  his  Prince  than 
himself.  In  the  height  of  favour  and  credit,  he  sacrificed 
the  greatest  employment  In  the  kingdom  to  his  conscience  and 
honour.  He  hath  been  always  firm  in  his  loyalty  and  reli- 
gion, zealous  for  sui^portlng  the  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
and  preserving  the  liberties  of  the  people.  But  then  his  best 
friends  must  own  that  he  Is  neither  Da'st  nor  Sociniem  ;  he 
hath  never  conversed  with  Tolaxd  to  open  and  enlarge  his 
thoughts  ;  nor  was  he  ever  able  to  arrive  at  that  [)erfectlon  of 
gallantry  to  ruin  and  imprison  the  husband  in  order  to  keep  the 
wife  loitliout  disturbance.^^  f 

*  It  is  said,  tliat  wlion  tlie  Earl  of  Wharton  was  aiijioiiitocl  Lord  I/ieiitcnant 
of  Ireland,  Sinners  introduced  Swilt  to  liini  as  a  fit  jierson  to  l)e  liis  clmplain, 
when  the  ])roflij];ate  Peer  I'Xjlaiined,  '■  \Wi  c:ninot  ad'ord  to  countenance  snch 
fellows  ;  we  ourselves  have  no  character  to  spare."  This  niav  account  for  the 
savajje  ferocity  with  which  he  afterviards  attacked  A\'h;irton.  The  hatred  lie 
hole  the  Kx-Lord  Lieutenant,  and  his  old  frien!s,  he  was  at  no  j)ains  to 
conceal  : 

"  In  state  opinions  a  la  nunie, 

lie  hated  U'hartou  like  a  toad. 

Had  jriven  the  faction  inanv  a  wound, 

.And  lihelld  all  the  .Junto  round." 

f  I>xairiiner,  No.  26'.  I'eb.  1.  1711.  .So  delighted  were  the  Tcnies  witii  this 
lampoon,  that  Lord  Oxford,  as  a  reward,  oli'ered  Swift  .'>0l..  which  he  iniliii;nantly 
refused,  exiiectinir  now  that  initrc  winch  he  could  not  obtain  from  the  Wiii;js. — . 


LIFE    OF   LORD   S03IERS.  213 

In  the  beginning  of  this  year,  an  inquiry  being  instituted     CHAP. 

ia  the  House  of  Lords  into  the  manner  in  whicli  the  war  had 

been  conducted  in  Spain,  Lord  Somers  strenuously  supported  j.„j  j  j 
petitions  presented  by  the  Earl  of  Galloway  and  Lord  Ty-  i"ii- 

,,  ,  •1111  •  ••!  Part  taken 

rawly,   that    they   might   be    neard    against  certain  charges  by  Lord 
brought  forward  aijainst  them  :  but  he  had,  on  this  occasion,   Vomers  re- 
the  mortification  to  find  himself  in  a  minority  in  that  assem-  the  war  in 
bly  which   he  had  long  ruled :    a  motion   for  rejecting  the  ^P^'"- 
petitions  being  carried  by  a  majority  of  fifty-seven  to  forty- 
six.*       In  a  general  debate  upon  the    conduct  of   the    war 
in    Spain,  which   took  place  a  few  days  after,   he  seems  to 
have   taken  a   comi)rehensive  view  of  the  foreign  policy  of 


Journal  to  Stella.  It  is  amusing  to  find  Swift's  indiscriminate  admirers  standing 
up  for  his  political  consistency  ;  whereas,  there  is  not  such  a  flagrant  instance  of 
raltiiKj  in  the  annals  of  English  party  politics  as  he  exhibits.  lie  easily  re- 
conciled his  high  churchisui  to  wliig'j;ery  while  the  Whigs  were  in  power,  and 
he  openly  professed  himself  an  adherent  to  that  party.  Tlius  he  addresses  the 
Honourable  iMrs.  Finch,  afterwards  Lady  Winchelsea  : 

"  And  last  my  vengeance  to  complete, 
May  y(ni  descend  to  take  renown  ; 
Prevail'd  on  by  the  thing  you  hati.', 

A  Whig,  and  one  that  wears  a  gown." 

Again,  referring  to  the  time  when  Somers  was  t'hancellor,  he  says.  "  It  was 
then  I  began  to  troid)!e  myself  with  the  differences  between  the  jirinclples  of 
Whig  and  Tory.  1  talked  often  on  this  sidyect  wit!)  I-ord  S'jmers  ;  1  told  him 
that,  having  been  long  conversant  with  the  Greek  and  Latin  authors,  and,  there- 
fore, a  lover  of  liberty,  I  found  myself  much  inclined  to  be  what  they  call  a 
A\'hig  in  politics  ;  and  that,  besides,  I  thoiiglit  it  impossible  upon  any  other 
jninciples  to  defend  or  submit  to  the  lievolution."  In  his  Journal  to  Stelhi, 
and  in  letters  to  his  other  eorrespoii'lents,  when  he  had  gone  over,  and  was 
"giving  it  to  the  scoundrel  Whigs  all  round,"  he  repeatedly  attempts  to  justify 
himself  by  the  personal  ill-usage  he  had  e\])eriep.ce(l  in  receiving  no  jiromotion 
from  them  while  they  were  in  power.  Kven  when  he  came  to  Ihighmd  in 
the  autumn  of  1710,  and  he  pretends  that  the  Whigs  were  trying  to  get  him 
back  to  their  jjarty,  he  betrays  the  same  feeling:  ''  All  the  Whigs  were  lavished 
to  see  me,  and  woulil  have  laid  hold  on  me  as  a  twig  to  save  them  IVoni  sinking; 
and  the  great  men  were  all  making   their  clmnsv  ai)ologies.       It    is   good   to   see 

what  a  lamentable  confession  the  Whigs  all    make  of  my  ill-u^age.'' Imtni.  to 

Stcl.  Yet  none  of  them  had  ever  insulted  him,  by  olfering  him  a  IJank  note  for 
ealunmiating  his  private  friends.  Although  he  was  so  much  caressed  by  the 
'I'ory  minist.rs,  tliey  seem  to  have  talked  very  sliuhtlngly  of  their  tool.  Lcu'd 
(  hesterlield,  in  commenting  on  Swit't's  '•jlistcirv  of  the  four  last  ^eais  of 
(ineen  Aniv,''  says,  "  It  is  a  ])arty  p:unphltt,  founded  on  the  lii'  of  the  d.iy, 
whieh,  as  Lord  Ijolingbroke.  who  had  read  it  often,  ,i^--ured  nie.  was  coined  and 
deri\ered  out  to  him  to  write  Kxaminers  and  other  p(ditie,il  papers  upon."--' 
Ijiril  ChvstnjhUrs  Uor/;s,  ii.  IDS. 
•    (,   Pari.    Mist.  <l(;o.  i)i;.-. 
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CHAl'.     the  late  government,  and  to  have  strenuously  maintained 

^^^'       the   necessity  and    practicability  of  driving  Philip  beyond 

the    Pyrenees,    notwithstanding   the   unfortunate   battle   of 

Almanza.  * 

Conduct  of        When  the  Tories  had  been  in  office  a  twelvemonth,  they 

fumouT       were  supposed  to  be  going  on  very  indifferently,  and  a  ru- 

that  Whigs   mour  was  spread  that  the  Queen  was  about  to  recall  the 

Tomhig  in.    Whigs,  and  to  give  the  Treasurer's  staff  to  Lord  Somers. 

Even  Swift  gave  credit  to  this,  and  it  alarmed  him  so  much 

that  he  earnestly  applied  to  be  sent  out  of  the  country  as 

secretary  to  an   embassy,   that  he   might  be  safe  from  the 

returning  triumph  of  the  party  which  he  had  deserted,  f    But 

the  negotiations  for  peace  were  opened,  and  the  nation  grew 

more  and  more  sick  of  the  war  and  the  "  Grand  Alliance." 

To  our  great  mortification,  there  is  not  to  be  found  any  frag- 
ment of  Lord  Somcrs's  subsequent  speeches  during  the  nego- 
tiations for  peace,  or  upon  the  treaty"  of  Utrecht,  although 
we  see  from  the  Lords'  Journals  that  he  continued  diligently  to 
attend  in  his  place  | ;  and  contemporary  writers  tell  us  in 
general  terms  that  he  strongly  concurred  with  his  party  in 
their  censure  of  the  present  government  for  abandoning  the 
great  olyect  of  the  war  —  the  separation  of  France  and  Spain 
—  and  conceding  every  thing  to  Louis  XIY.,  w^hen  that 
haughty  monarch  had  been  reduced  to  a  situation  in  which 
he  might  have  been  compelled  to  accept  any  terms  to  be 
dictated  to  him  by  England  and  licr  allies. 
Lord  The  health  of  Lord  Somers    had   been  long  failing,  and 

abled  by       froui  tliis  tiuic  lic  could  pay  little  attention  to  public  busi- 

ill-hcalth. 

*   6  Pari.  Hist.  980. 

t  Journal  to  Stdla,  Dec.  9    17)1. 

|:  At  this  time,  parties  were  so  ecjually  balanced  in  the  Lords,  that  the  most 
tremendous  exertions  were  made  on  both  sidi's  to  procure  jiroxies  and  tlie  at- 
tendance of  members.  On  Lord  Nottinjiliam's  motion,  "  that  no  ])eace  could 
l)u  sale  unless  Spain  and  the  West  Lidies  were  taken  from  the  House  of 
Bourbon,"  the  previous  question  beinj;  put  was  lost  by  one  vote,  and  the  main 
cpiestion  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  three.  This  led  to  the  niakinjr  of  twelve 
jiecrs  in  one  day,  who  gave  a  uiajority  to  the  Court. — '1  I5uriiet,  ,'M2.  :>!9.  ; 
*.    I'.irl.    IJist.    1059. 

There  were  now  heavy  lamentations  over  the  degeneracy  of  the  liords,  in 
seldom  sitting  till  near  twelve  at  noo'i  instead  of  eigiit  in  the  morning.  Lurnet 
'■omjilains,  likewise,  that,  "except  on  a  day  on  which   some   great    points  are   to 
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ness.  *      Periodical  visits  to  Tunbrido;e  Wells  had  hitherto     CHAP. 

CXI 

been  of  service   to  him :    but  nothino;  could  henceforth  re-         "    ' 


cruit  his  exhausted  constitution.     He  became  paralytic,  and 
his  mind  was  debilitated. 

This  is  the  only  apology  that  can   be  suggested  for  the   '^•"-  ^'^'s. 
part  he  took  in   the   last   parliamentaiy  i)roceeding  during  Somers "  a 
this  reign   in  which  he  seems  to    have  interfered.     On  ac-  repealer." 
count  of   the  extension    of  the  Malt-tax  to  Scotland,  and 
other  supposed  gi'icvanccs,  a  cry  was  got  up  in  that  country 
for  "  a  repeal  of  the  Union,"  and  the  venerable  nobleman 
Avho  had  acquired  such  credit  by  bringing  about  that  mea- 
sure, to  ensure  the  Protestant  succession,  and  tlie  tranquil- 
lity and  prosperity  of  the  Island, —  now,  for  tlie  purpose  of 
embarrassing  the  government,  himself  became  "a  repealer." 
On  account  of  his  indisposition,  a  meeting  was  held  at  his 
house,  which  was  attended  by  the  discontented   Scots:  and, 
after  a  long  deliberation,  he  strongly  urged  that  a  motion 
should    be    made    on    the    subject    in    the  House  of  Lords, 
where  his  influence  was  still  so  great.      Accordingly,  by  his  June  i. 
advice,  the  Earl  of  Findlater  moved  "  that  leave  be  given  to   jyjctfo,,  f^r 
bring  in  a  l)ill  for  dissolving  the  Union  ;  for  restoring  each  repeal 
kingdom  to  its  power,  rights,  and  privileges  ;  for  eftectually  ti'l''!  huhe 
securing  her  jNlajesty  in  her  royal  power  and  authority  over  House  of 
both    kingdoms ;    and   for  asserting  and  confirming   all   her 
royal  prerogatives,  and  eH'ectually  securing  the  succession  in 
the  Protestant  line  in  the  illustrious  House  of  Hanover,  as 
the  same    stands    limited    and    secui'cd."     The    motion    was 
seconded  by  the  Earl  of  Mar.  f     Although  Lord  Somers  was 


1)C  discussed  iqioii  wliicli  tlie  ));irtios  divide,  tliev  '^rvw  disposed  to  rise  after  two 
or  three  lioiirs'  sitting."  He  wuidd  have  had  them  sit  from  ei'jht  till  twii. — 
O.  T.,  iv.    117. 

*  He  apijear^:  to  have  liad  a  ]>artieularl\-  severe  attack  of  ilhiess  in  .lidy.  1  Tli?. 
In  a  letter  tlien  wiitten  by  an  a<lherent  of  the  abdicated  family,  there  i->  ihr  fi,lli>\v- 
in<i  ilisniiiscd  passage:  ••  .Ml  frientls  here  are  well  except  Rowley  (Lord  I{ivers), 
vilio  is  dying  ;  and  ])oor  Sanders  (Somers),  who  cannot  live  long,  and  is  alri'ady 
dead  in  ell'ect,  to  the  great  grief  of  Harry  (  IIino\rr).  who  de|ieiiiis  more  on  him 
than  on  any  one  friend  hesides." — .Mac))!).   State   I'ap^iv,  ii.  .'S'J. 

t  This  appears,  lluli,  to  liave  l)een  the  course  of  proct.  ding  in  thi'  I.onis  a-,  it 
still  is  in  the  CommoriS;  hut  hy  the  usage  now  istalilished  in  llu'  Lords,  any 
JV'cr  may,  without  a-^king  leave,  lav  a  bill  on  the  table,  and  move  that  it  be  read 
a  fust  tiu.e,  and  no  motion    ucpurcs  to  be  seconded.      A  bill  is  invariably  read  a 

1-   -1 
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CHAP,  present,  he  did  not  take  any  part  in  the  debate  ;  but  I 
am  concerned  to  say  that  the  Duke  of  Argyle  spoke  warmly 
in  support  of  the  motion,  and  allowing  that  he  had  a  great 
hand  in  making  the  Union,  declared  his  opinion  now  to  be 
that  for  the  interest  both  of  England  and  Scotland,  it  ought 
to  be  dissolved.  Lord  Sunderland,  Lord  Halifax,  and  all 
the  Whigs,  took  the  same  side.  Lord  Oxford,  Lord  Peter- 
borough, and  the  Tory  Lords  Avho  had  opposed  the  measure, 
now  resisted  its  repeal,  '•  on  the  ground  that  such  a  contract 
was  like  marriage,  and  how  imprudent  soever  it  might  have 
been,  w^as  for  ever  binding  on  both  parties."  "  All  con- 
tracts," said  they,  "  can  only  be  dissolved  by  the  same 
authority  by  which  they  were  entered  into;  but  this  con- 
tract was  entered  into  by  the  separate  legislatures  of  two  in- 
dependent kingdoms,  and  cannot  be  dissolved  by  the  single 
legislature  of  one  kingdom."*  The  government  did  not  ven- 
ture to  meet  the  motion  with  a  direct  negative,  but  proposed 
tlie  previous  question,  upon  whlcli  they  were  beaten.  A  di- 
vision then  taking  place  on  the  main  question,  —  of  the  peers 
present  there  was  an  equal  number  on  both  sides  —  54 
to  5-i — but  proxies  ])eing  called,  there  were  only  13  for 
the  motion,  and  there  were  1 7  again.-!  it  —  so  the  L'nion 
stood  by  a  mnjority  of  4.t 


first  time  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  but  a  motion  is  made  on  tlie  first  reading;  and 
if  from  the  title  of  the  bill,  or  the  exiilanr.tion  given  of  its  contents,  it  were 
thought  unfit  for  discussion,  it  might  be  stopped  in  limine. 

*  I  wish  that  this  reasoning  would  convince  I\]r.  O'Connell  and  the  Irish 
repealers.  I  rejoice  that,  for  better  reasons,  ISritis'.i  Whigs  and  Tories  are  of  one 
mind  as  to  maintaining  the  Union  with  Ireland. 

•f  6  Pari.  Hist.  1214 — I'i'iO.  ;  Lords'  .Journ. ;  Speaker  Onslow's  note  on 
Purnet.  Erasmus  Lewis,  then  INI.  P.  lor  I.estwithiel,  gives  a  curious  accotuit 
of  this  division  in  a  letter  to  Swift.  lie  says,  that  both  the  Tory  peers  who 
voted  with  the  Lord  Treasurer  against  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  and  those 
who  voted  for  it,  were  "under  iigoiiies"  lest  tliey  themselves  should  be  vic- 
torious. "  In  all  the  lime  I  have  been  conversant  iu  business,  1  never  before 
observed  both  sides  at  the  same  time  acting  parts  which  they  thought  contrarv 
to  their  interests."  Put  the  most  curious  document  connected  with  this 
motion,  is  Polingbroke's  letter  to  the  Diike  of  Shrewsbury,  when  notice  li.id 
been  given  of  it:  "  Your  Grace  will  v.oniler  when  I  tell  you  that  they  ii'.teiid 
to  move  in  our  House,  on  INlonday,  to  dissolve  tlie  Union.  You  may  be  sine 
that  all  those  whose  spirits  are  natiually  turbulent  antl  restless  —  all  those  who 
have  languislicd  under  exi)ectation  —  and  all  those  who  have  any  ])erson,:l  re- 
sentment, take  this  occa'-ion  to  add  to  the  cry,  and  to  pursue  their  own  views  bv 
intermingling  them  in  this  cause.  \\'e  shall,  i  believe,  groimd  on  this  motion 
a  bill  to  m.ikt'  it  /iir//i  frfasnii,  by  any  overt  act.  to  atteinpt  the  dis'olution  of  the 
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Lord  Somei's  appears  afterwards  to  have  been  almost  en-     CHAP, 
tirely  disabled  from  attending  to  public  affairs  till  the  very 


conclusion  of  this  reign.     Though  most  remorselessly  assailed 

by  his  old  friend  Swift,  men  of  principle  were  more  eager 

than  ever  to   show  respect  to  him.     At   Tory  dinners   his 

health,  if  proposed  by  a  stray  Whig,  went  round.*  And  the   Dedication 

"  Spectator,"  now  delighting  and  improving  the  age,  when  i-j^io^to*'^'^' 

the   papers   were  republished,  the  first  volume  was  inscribed,   Lord 

"  To  John  Lord  Somers,  Barox  of   Evesham  : "   the 

dedication  being  from  the  pen  of  Addison.     Ijike  the  Elo^e 

of  him  in  the  Freeholder,  it  is  rather  too  lengthy  and 

laboured,   and  deals  too  much  in  general  praise,   but  some 

passages  of  it  felicitously  hit  off  the  characteristic  virtues  he 

was  now  displaying  in  retirement :    "  It  is  in  vain  that  you 

have  endeavoured  to  conceal  your  share  of  the  merit  in  the 

many    national    services    whicli    you   have    cifcctcd.      Your 

Lordship  api)ears  as  great  in  your  private  life,  as  in  the  most 

important   offices  which  you   have  borne.      I  would  rather 

choose  to  speak  of  the  })]casure  you  afford  all  who  are  admitted 

into   your   conversation,  of  your  elegant  taste   in   all  polite 

arts  of  learning,  of  your  great  humanity  and  comj)laceHcy  of 

manners,  and  of  the  surprising  influence  which  is  i)cculiar  to 

you,  in  making  every  one  who  converses  with  your  L(A'dship 

prefer  you  to  himself,  without   thinking  the  move   meanly  of 

his  own  talents."! 

Sir  Ivichard   Steele   likewise   novv*    showed  a  generous  i\t-   Kindnc-s  of 
tachment  to   Somers,  when  no  farther  favour  could  be  cx- 


Sti.-elL-  to 

Lord 

Sonu'rs. 


I'liioii.  If,  at'icr  all  this,  wu  jro  on  to  show  tlieni  all  reasonahlo  nidiilLConcc,  ap.d 
at  the  same  tliiii.'  tu  show  to  tlit'in.  and  to  all  iiKiiikiiui.  a  iinniK'ss  of  rcsohitiosi 
anil  a  stcailinuss  of  conduct,  ;;ood  will  have  come  out  of  evil,  and  we  shall  nap 
some  benetit  from  tliis  (7)»//</(V(/;).s-,'" — h'ol.  Coir.,  ii.  40'.)  A  serious  dillieidty 
in  tiie  way  of  the  i)roi)Osed  enactment  is,  that  the  agitation  would  he  carried  on 
under  the  form  of  petitioninji;  to  re])cal  tlie  act  creatinsj;  this  new  treason,  —  unless 
the  act  were  to  contain  a  clause,  that  to  pr()|)ose  the  repeal  of  any  of  its  jiio- 
visions  should  be  hijjjli  treason  ! 

*  "  Addison  and  I,  and  some  others,  dined  with  I-ord  IJidin^iroki',  and  sate 
with  him  till  twelve.  M'e  were  very  civil,  hut  yet  when  we  t^rew  warm,  we 
talked  in  a  friendly  v  ;iy  of  jjarty.  Addison  raised  his  olijections,  and  l.oiil 
Eolinc;l>roke  answered  them  with  fjreat  complais.uici'.  .\d(lison  bi  gan  I.ciid 
.Somers's  health,  which  \rent  about."  —  Jounutl  Id  Sulln.   April  :'..    IT1:>. 

+  These  dedications  are  rather  still',  except  that  of  t!ie  eighth  volu:i!i.  to  Will 
llon'-yconibe,  whicli  is  in   Addison's  liaj)piest  m;nHier. 
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CHAP,     pectcd  from  him,  and  as  an  excuse  for  being  absent  from  home 
'    ■       in  attending  on  him,  thus  gallantly  wrote  to  Lady  Steele : 


Sent  17       "Dearest  wife,  the  finest  woman  in  nature  should  not  detain 
1712.  me  an  hour  from  you:  but  you  must  sometimes  suffer  the 

rivalship  of  the  wisest  men."* 

Lord  Somers,  though  no  longer  attending  the  House  of 
Lords,  was  constantly  consulted  by  the  Hanoverian  minister 
respecting  the  means  of  securing  the  quiet  succession  of  the 
Princess  Sophia,  and  afterwards  of  her  son  ;  and,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Lord  Sunderland,  Lord  Cowper,  and  Lord  Chief 
flusticc  Parker,  gave  minute  instructions  as  to  all  the  steps 
to  be  taken  on  the  expected  demise  of  the  crown.  —  But  his 
disease  so  gained  ground,  that  he  was  seldom  seen  except  by 
his  private  friends. 
Last  illness  In  thc  distractions  which  preceded  the  dissolution  of  Queen 
Anne.'^^"  Annc,  he  was  again  publicly  produced  upon  thc  scene.  The 
Earl  of  Oxford  having  been  dismissed,  and  the  intrigues  of 
Bolingbrokc  being  defeated  by  the  Dukes  of  Somerset  and 
Argyle  bursting  into  the  council  at  Kensington  and  procur- 
ing the  delivery  of  the  Treasurer's  staff  to  the  Duke  of 
Shrewsbury  from  the  dying  Queen,  it  was  agreed,  with  tlie 
view  of  securing  the  succession  of  the  Hanoverian  line, 
that  all  Privy  Councillors,  without  distinction,  should  attend. 
As  soon  as  this  resolution  was  notified  to  Lord  Somers,  he 
repaired  to  Kensington,  and  next  day,  on  the  report  of 
thc  Queen's  physicians  that  her  recovery  was  ho[)elcss,  con- 
curred in  the  order  by  the  Council  to  the  Heralds-at- 
arms,  and  to  a  truoj)  of  Life  Guards,  to  be  in  readiness  to 
proclaim  the  Elector  of  Brunswick  King  of  Great  Britain, 
and  in  sending  off  Mr.  Craggs  with  a  letter  from  them  to 
his  Highness,  rc(juesting  him  to  repair  with  speed  to  Hol- 
land, wlicre  a  British  squiidroii,  that  was  fitting  out  witli  all 
})0ssible  expedition,  would  attend  him  and  l)ring  him  over  to 
Her  dcatii.  take  posscssiou  of  the  vacant  throne.  Between  seven  and 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  ol'  Sundin-,  the  1st  of  August, 
1714,  (^UL'cn  Anne  expired. 

"    Sic'tle's  Con-.,  '_'  I'l. 
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A  meeting  of    the  Lords  Justices  appointed  under  the     CHAP. 

Regency  Act  was  immediately  held.     On  account  of  Lord  ' 

Somers's  very  infirm  state  of  health,  he  had  not  been 
appointed  one  of  them,  but  he  attended  as  a  Privy  Council- 
lor, and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  new  Sovereign. 

On  the  arrival  of  George  I.  in  England,  the  Whigs  shared  New  reign, 
among  themselves  all  the  offices  of  the  government,  and  Lord 
Somcrs  having  contributed  so  much  to  this  consummation, 
had  his  faculties  been  entire  as  in  the  reign  of  William,  he 
would  have  been  pressed  to  resume  the  Great  Seal.     But  he 
Avas  no  longer  able  even  to  go  through  the  light  duties  of 
President   of  the  Council.     During  occasional  renewals  of 
mental  activity  he  could  enjoy  the  complete  triumph  of  the 
policy  he  had  supported,  and  he  was  delighted  by  seeing  a 
j)arliamentary  settlement  of  the  crown  substituted  for  inde- 
feasible right.     He  declined  any  office,  but,  honoris  causa,  he   Amin^a'- 
was  not  only  sworn  of  the  Privy  Council,  but  a  scat  in  the  ^^I'^l^  ""^ 
Cabinet  was  assigned  to  him,  along  with  ]\Iarlborough,  Sun-   >Sonier.s 
dcrland,  Halifax,  Townshcnd,  Cowpcr,  and   Stanliopc.     He   GuoV<Te  I. 
promised  to  attend  their  meetings  as  often  as  his  strength 
would  permit,  and  to  assist  them  with  his  advice  when  pri- 
vately consulted  by  them.      At  the  same  time,  as  a  mark  of 
})ubllc  gratitude,  an  additional  })enslon  of  2000/.  a-ycar  was 
settled  upon  him  for  life. 

Unfortunately,  his  Infirmities  still  increased*,  and,  from  his 

*  Tlie  following  statement  from  tlit'  Council  Office  shows  the  Councils  wliich 
Lord  Somcrs  jittciiilcd,  and  from  which  he  was  aijscnt,  irom  the  accession  of 
Georire  I.  till  his  death  :  — 
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711. 

Lord  .Somers  wa' 

•Sept.  'J 9. 

17M. 

Sworn. 

(^iiinirils 

I.oril  Sanicrs. 

11.    Oct. 

1.     - 

-    I'resent. 

Oct. 

■1.     - 

-    Ditto. 

Oct. 

5.    - 

-    Not  present. 

Oct. 

IL'. 

-    Ditto. 

Oct. 

11. 

-    Ditto. 

Oct. 

2!). 

-    Tresent. 

Nov. 

'_'.  - 

-    Ditto. 

Nov. 

](i. 

-    Not  |)resent. 

Nov. 

'_'_'. 

-    Dittc. 

Dec. 

(>.    - 

-    I'resent. 

Dec. 

Ui. 

-    Not  present. 

Dee. 

;!(>. 

-    I'resent. 

Councils. 

Lnril  S()incr>. 

5.    Jan.  ,).     - 

-    I'resent. 

Jan.  11. 

-    Not  |)resent. 

Jan.  1.-;. 

..    Ditto. 

Jan.  •_'(;. 

-     Present. 

Lei).  7.    - 

-     Ditto. 

Fei).  ii:i. 

-    Not  ])resent. 

March  'JD. 

I'resent. 

A|)ril  1. 

-    Ditto. 

April  :)(). 

-    Not  iireseiil. 

June  ,".   - 

-    Ditt... 

.jiine  17. 

-    Ditto. 

.hme  :)(). 

-    I'lesent. 
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CHAP,     paralytic  affection,  he  became  so  torpid  and  lethargic  as  to  be 
entirely  unfit  for  public  business. 


Ljj^j  Yet  there  was  a  brilliant  gleam  from  this  luminary  before 

Somers's      it  set  for  cvcr.     While  the  Septennial  bill  was  pending  in 

™y"s  w^i^cn    t^ic  House  of  Peers,  Lord  Somers  had  a  sharp  attack  of  the 

consulted      gout,  wliicli  suspcudcd  thc  discasc  of  his  nerves.     Doctor 

tennial  Bill.  Friend,  tlic  Celebrated  physician,  wlio  attended  him,  finding 

his   intellect,  for  the   time,  entirely  restored,  conveyed  the 

news  to  Lord  Townshend,  one  of  the  principal  authors  of 

the  measure.      This  distinguished  statesman  immediately  ran 

to   consult   a  colleague  whose   loss   had   been   so  much   de- 

l)lored,   and   who,   bound  down   by  sickness    and    infirmity, 

was  still  mysteriously  regarded  as  the  oracle  of  his  party. 

As  soon  as  he  entered  the  room.  Lord  Somers  embraced  him, 

April  !0.      and  said,  "  I  have  iust  lieard  of  the  work  in  which  vou  are 

1716.  Ill  •         T  ■'  1 

engaged,  and  congratulate  you  upon  it ;    i  never  approved 

tlie  Triennial  bill,  and  always  considered  it  the  reverse  of 
what  it  was  intended  to  be.  You  have  my  hearty  appro- 
bation in  this  business,  and  I  think  it  will  be  the  greatest 
support  possible  to  the  liberty  of  thc  country."  *  Such  was 
certainly  stated  to  have  been  "  thc  response  of  the  Oracle,"' 
and  it  must  have  made  a  deep  impression  upon  thc  public 
mind.  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  Lord  Somers  did  approve 
of  the  bill,  but  I  su.<pcct  that,  if  his  faculties  were  restored, 
he  rather  excused  it,  as  a  necessary  coup  fVetat.  to  keep  the 
new  family  on  the  throne,  tlian  praised  as  constitutional  the 
vote  of  a  House  of  Connnons  to  prolong  their  power  more 
than  double  the  period  for  which  they  had  been  elected. 


1715.    July  20. 

- 

Not  ]ircscnt.                  1715. 

Oct.  2<;. 

- 

Present. 

July  25. 

- 

Trcsent. 

Nov.  8.  - 

- 

Ditto. 

Julv  29. 

- 

Xot  present. 

Nov.  L2. 

- 

Xot  jiresent. 

Aug.  :;:. 

- 

Present. 

Nov.  'J9. 

- 

Present. 

Sept.  9. 

. 

Ditto.                       i 

D.c.  1:;. 

. 

Ditto. 

Sept.   15. 

- 

Ditto.                                171';. 

Jan.  G.    - 

- 

Xot  present. 

Sept.   IG. 

- 

Ditto. 

."\Iarcli  10. 

- 

Ditto. 

Sept.  23. 

- 

Ditto. 

April  (i. 

- 

Ditto 

Oct.  18. 

- 

Not  present.          i 

171G.    Aiiril  2G. 

I 

.ord  .Somers  died.       Tlie  last 

:  time  of  his 

attendance  in  the 

House  of  Lords  \\ 

•MS    '. 

2:tli    January,  1715.      'I'lll 

then    he    had 

atl 

ended    jiretly 

rc,:^ul;ir]y,   but    he 

was 

often   li.irdly  coi;sci  uis   of 

\vll;lt    «  as    "■( 

)ini^ 

on  ;   ar.d    he 

must  have  been  a  i 

nehi 

ilicholy  s]>ectatle  to  his  friends. 

•■•    Cox's  Life  of 

Sir 

Holxi'l   Wuli,„l,\  i.   1 :'.(). 
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When  the  gout  left  him  he  fell  back  into  his  former  state     CHAP. 
of    nervousness.      A    fit  of    apoplexy    happily    supervened,       ^^^' 
for  he  could  only  have  continued  "  a  driveller  and  a  show."   HiTdeatiT 
He  expired  at  his  villa,   in  Hertfordshire,  on  the   26th  of 
AjDril,  1716,  the  very  day  that  the  Septennial  act  passed. 

He  was  buried   in  the  parish  church  of  North  Mymms,    His  burial. 
where  a  plain  monument  was  erected  to  him  by  his  surviving 
sister,  who,  knowing  and  conforming  to  the  modesty  of  his 
nature,  merely  inscribed  upon  it  these  simple  words :  — 

"the    KT.     HONBLK.    JOHN    LOUD    SOMERS,  His  CI'l- 

BARON    OF    EVESHAM,  tiipll. 

I.OIID  HIGH   CHANCELLOR  OF   ENGLAND  IN  THE   REIGN   OF   KING   WILLIAM  III. 

To  whose  jMemory  this  Monument  was  erected  by  Dame  Elizabeth  Jekyll." 

She  remembered  that,  at  the  sight  of  his  name,  every  one 
visiting  the  hallowed  shrine  would  think  of  the  accomplished 
scholar,  the  consunnuate  judge,  the  distinguished  orator,  the 
enlightened  patriot,  the  statesman  to  whom  we  owe  the  ex- 
pulsion of  a  tyrant,  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  the  settlement  of 
the  Protestant  succession. 

The  observations  which  I  liavc  incidentally  made  in  relat-  I^''^  cha- 
inir  the  events  of  the  life  of  Lord  Somers  obviate  the  ncccs- 
sity  of  my  attempting  any  labuiu'cd  analysis  of  his  character. 
I  feel  proud  of  him  for  having  joined  a  profound  and  scientific 
knowledge  of  jurisprudence,  with  a  love  of  literature,  and 
of  the  fine  arts  —  in  England  a  rare  combination.  He  ap- 
])oars  to  have  been  complete  master  of  his  own  profession  — 
from  the  technical  rules  of  })ractice  and  })leading,  to  the  most 
im})ortant  (luestions  of  international  law,  —  wliile  at  the  Kit- 
Cat,  at  Will's,  or  at  Button's,  he  could  converse  on  etpial 
terms  witli  Addison,  Steele,  Swift,  Prior,  and  Congrcve. 

He  likewise  caiTied  on  a  correspondence  witli  tlie  most  dis-   nis  letter 
tiiiguished  men  of  letters  in  foreign  countries.   OF  tiiis  wc  have  *"  -"^'''i.':'- 
a  very  stnkuig  pi'oot  in  the   "  l.iilc  or  \  inccnzio  da  r  ilicaja,     praise  of 
by   Bonaventuri,   who  says,   "11  Conte   Lorenzo   Magalotti,    I'l'^^'^'j''- 
Cavaliere  di  (piel  merlto,  e  di  quella  virtu,  clie  r  ben  noto  a 
tutto   il    niondo,  e  clie  era  strettissimo  nniico  (K-l  Senatore  da 
Filicnia,   mi  lia  curtesemente  conumicalo  una  lettera,  che  eiili 
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CHAP,  ha  avuto  dl  Londra  da  Mylord  Giovanni  Sommers,  Barone  d' 
^^''  Evesham,  Presidente  del  Consiglio  Private  della  Regina 
dclla  Gran  Bretagna,  Signore  arrichito  di  cosi  maravigliose 
qualita  personal!,  e  adornato  di  cognizioni,  e  di  virtil  cosi 
distinte,  che  lasciando  ora  da  parte  gli  altri  grandissimi 
impieghi,  che  cgli  ha  sostcnuto  in  quel  fioritissimo  regno, 
dal  solo  avervi  esercitato  per  sette  anni  la  importantissima 
carica  di  Gran  Cancelliere,  in  gran  copia  si  spande,  e  che  lo 
rendc  conosciuto  e  venerato  da  tutto  il  mondo.  Questa  lettera 
parla  del  Senatore  da  Filicaja  in  tal'  gulsa,  e  ne  fa  un  ritratto 
cosi  vivo  e  somigliante,  che  io  riputerei  di  far  troppo  grave 
torto  alia  memoria  d'  un  uomo,  che  io  venero  al  piu  alto 
segno,  se  io  non  la  trascrivessi  in  quella  forma  appunto,  che 
dal  Conte  Magalotti  m  '  e  stata  data,  per  autenticare  con  una 
cosi  chiara  testimonianza  quanto  fin  ora  ho  narrato.  '  Ella  c 
certo  jjroprissima  (parla  della  lingua  Inglcse,  nella  quale  c 
scritta  la  lettera)  jier  compiangere  in  essa  la  perdita  deW 
incomparahile  Senatore  da  Filicaja,  che  ha  si  altamente 
lodati  diversi  della  nostra  nazione,  e  piu  distintajnente  ha 
dato  a  vie  queW  unico  ragionevole  fondamento  che  io  poteva 
avere,  per  lusingarmi  che  la  mia  memoria  sia  per  vivere,  in 
quclV  immortale  componimento  de''  suoi  versi.  Io  ho  cosi 
hen  ponderate  le  sue  Poesie,  e  v'  ho  letto  cosi  a  fondo  i  veri 
sentimenti  del  suo  cuore,  che  io  mi  trovo  in  istato  di  jnanger  la 
sua  perdita  come  se  io  V  avessi  trattato,  e  intimamente,  ogni 
(jiorno  :  perch?  non  solamente  vi  rafflguro  un  sapcre  jrrofondo, 
un  incjegno  dove  si  perde  la  vista,  una  gran  sublimita  di 
pensieri,  e  una  sounna  sodezza  di  giudizio,  ma  vi  discerno 
chiaramente  la  rettitndine,  eV  integrita  della  sua  mente,  T uomo 
dahhtue  e  il  perfetto  amico.''  Mcrito  certainente  il  Senatore 
(la  Filicaja  tuttc  le  lodi,  clic  gli  furoiio  date  cosi  avanti,  come 
d()})0  la  sua  luorte,  poiche  cgli  fu  un  gran  Icttcrato,  unottinio 
citladino,  cd  un  perfetto  Ciistiano."* 


'iranslaiion  *  "Count  LortTizo  ."Magalolti,  wlio  is  a  gciitleinan  of  such  merit  and  virtue, 
of  i)assage  tliat  hu  is  well  known  to  the  puhlie,  and  who  was  a  very  intimate  friend  of  the 
from  IJona-  Senator  I'iliL-aja,  has  politely  communicated  to  me  a  letter  winch  he  received 
venturi.  fruia  Jolui   Lord  Somers.  liarou  of   I'Aesham,   President  of  the  Privy  Council  of 

the    (^ueen    of   Great    P)ritaiu,     a    nohleman   enriched    with   such    high    personal 
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Filicaja  never  published  any  Italian  verses  in  praise  of  the     CHAP. 
Eno-lish  Chancellor,  but  in  his  Works  there  is  to  be  found  a 
Latin    ode,    "  In  illustriss.  Dominum   D.   Sommers,"    from 
which  I  extract  a  few  stanzas :   After  an  invocation  to  the 
Muses  he  thus  proceeds :  — 

"•  Matlicsin  ilia  huic  ;  ha?c  Sophiam  ingerit  Filicaja's 

Suadem,  Poesinque  altera ;  et  altera  Latin  Ode 

Lcguin  recludit  nunc  recentum  in  praise  of 

Serinia  nunc  veterum  ;   urbium  ilia  Lord 


"  Artem  regendarum,  altaque  munia 
Et  pacis  et  belli,  ha-c  reservare  amat 
Arcana  regnantum  sagax,  qure 
Zelotypa;  tegit  umbra  cura; 

•  «  »  • 

Te  baud  finxit  unum  (crcdite  poster!) 
Natura,  non  mens  una  tibi,  neque 
Lingua  una  ;   septeno^diserlus 
Ore,  aliusque  et  idem. 

'  Semper,  nee  unquam  dissitus  Anglico 
A  sole,  sei)tem  fernie  idiomatum 
Per  ostia  intras,  Nili  ad  instar 
immodica;  maria  alta  famaj."  * 


(jualities,  and  adorned  with  such  accomplishments,  that  after  ])assii)g  through 
other  employments  in  that  flourishing  kingdom,  he  filled  for  seven  years  the 
most  im))ortant  oliice  of  Lord  Chancellor,  in  which  he  so  much  distinguished 
hi\nself  that  his  name  became  known  and  venerated  over  the  whole  world. 
This  letter  s])eaks  of  the  Senator  Filicaja  in  such  a  way,  and  draws  sucli  a 
lively  and  striking  picture  of  him,  that  1  should  be  doing  too  great  an  injustice 
to  the  memory  of  a  man  whom  I  so  much  revere  if  I  were  not  to  present  it  to 
the  reader  exactly  as  it  comes  to  me  from  Count  Magalotti,  and  so  confirm  my 
own  observations  by  a  noble  testimony,  to  which  all  must  defer.  '  It  certainly 
will  be  iitly  employed  (speaking  of  the  J'',nglish  language,  in  which  the  letter  is 
written)  to  lament  the  loss  of  the  incomiiarable  Senator  da  Filicaja,  who  has  so 
liighly  extolled  several  of  our  nation,  and,  in  ])artic-ulnr,  has  given  to  myself  the 
only  reasonable  foundation  I  can  have  for  hoping  that  my  name  will  be  long 
preserved  by  introducing  it  into  his  immortal  verses.  1  have  so  treasured  up 
his  poetry  in  my  mind,  and  made  myself  so  familiar  with  the  genuine  senti- 
ments of  his  heart,  that  I  feel  myself  (pialilied  to  lament  his  loss  as  if  I  had  for 
years  been  ])ersonally  intimate  with  him.  His  writings  not  only  show  i)rofoimd 
knowledge,  a  lively  imagination,  great  sublimity  of  thought,  and  an  excpii^ite 
delicacy  of  taste,  but  I  clearly  discover  in  them  tile  utmost  rectitude  of  senti- 
ment, the  higliest  priiu'ii)les  of  honour,  and  the  reciuisites  for  the  most  i>erfect 
IVieiulship.'  The  Senator  da  Filicaja  certainly  merited  all  the  ])raises  bestowed 
U|)(in  him,  as  well  in  his  lifetime  as  after  his  deatli,  fur  he  was  a  tine  writer,  a 
patriotic  ci'izen,  and  a  sincere  Christian." 

'  Opere  di  \'intenzio  da  Filicaja,  tom  ii.  ,'(X  Venice.  1  T.T.k —  Itali.m 
being  one  of  the  seven  languages  with  which  Somers  was  familiar  without  ever 
having  been  out  of  Fhigland,  he  was  of  course  will  aequtiinted  with  the  writings 
of  his  contem])orary  I'ilieaja.  It  is  more  difticult  to  eonjectuie  liow  l-"ilieaja  be- 
came aware  of  the  merits  ot'  Somers;  but  this  a]i|)ears  to  have  iieen  biougiit  about 
by  Henry  Newton,  our  resident  at  I'lorcnce.  an  e\eeeilingly  learned  man,  and 
personally  acquainted  \\\\\\  both  of  these  two  distingui--hed  eiiaracters.  Newton 
published  at    Lucca,    in  1710,  a   (|uarto  volume  of  his  own   Latin  I'.pistles,  Ora- 
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Lord 
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colli'ction 
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A.B.   1752, 


The  friendly  pen  of  Addison  represents  Lord  Somers  as  him- 
self consummately  skilled  in  composition.  "His  style  in  writing 
was  chaste  and  pure,  hut  at  the  same  time  full  of  spirit  and 
politeness,  and  fit  to  convey  the  most  intricate  business  to  the 
understanding  of  the  reader  with  the  utmost  clearness  and 
perspicuity.  .  .  I  believe  no  author  of  the  greatest  eminence 
w^ould  deny  Lord  Somers  to  have  been  the  best  writer  of  the 
ao-e  in  which  he  lived."  Yet  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
there  is  no  piece  which  we  know  to  be  his,  either  in  verse  or 
prose,  which  can  be  placed  on  a  level  with  the  classical  pro- 
ductions of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  The  eulogist,  fore- 
seeing that  such  an  observation  might  be  made,  laments  that 
"  this  extraordinary  person,  out  of  his  natural  aversion  to  vain 
glory,  wrote  several  pieces,  as  well  as  performed  several 
actions,  which  he  did  not  assume  the  honour  of." 

Besides  his  collection  of  printed  tracts*,  he  left  behind  him 
an  immense  mass  of  MSS.,  partly  his  own  com2)osition,  partly 
others.  These  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Ilardwicke 
family,  who  were  allied  to  him  by  marriage,  and  being  dc- 
})Osited  in  the  chambers  of  the  Honourable  Charles  Yorke,  in 


tions,  ,111(1  I'oems,  in  which  Filicr.ja  is  often  celeljrated.  Out'  of  ihu  F,i)istiL's, 
dati'd   l'"loiL'iice,  Se'pt.  1  706",  is  thus  addressed  :  — 

"  Illustrissimo  Domino 

1).   JoiIANNI 

So:\i  jiKRs, 

IJaroni  de  Kvesliam. 

Ileiiricus  de  Nova  Villa. —  S." 

T  copy  a  short  ])as<:age  from  it,  which  is  curious  as  giving  a  statement  of 
Lord  Soiners's  position  at  this  time,  and  the  services  he  had  recently  done  in 
l)riiii.',iiig  about  the  Union  with  Scothuul  :  — 

"  Dein  equide'.n  incidiinus  in  tempora  tristia,  ^'irtu^il)us  infensa  et  reiji. 
iiiagis  (]nam  til)i  adversa.  'i"ii  vero  tandem  de  nialitia  liominum,  tle(Hie  ipsa  iii- 
vidia  triumjiliasti  ;  at(|ue  inaiidituin  antea  nostris  annalibus,  necpie  solum 
l'eipiihlie;e  Allieniensis,  Komana  ac  Batava,  {)])tiinis  et  de  'C  oj)tinie  merilis 
(ivihus  iiit^rata-,  ipsos  Iiujuisitorcs  accusationis  puduit.  Nunc  vero  sine  titulo 
niaunus  et  jxitens,  nee  unius  anni  Consul,  sine  fascibus  nostrum  regis  orbem,  (]ui 
Siotls  adjectis,  e(K'.r]tis(jue  in  ununi  gentibus,  non  situ  (juidem,  sed  nioribus  ae 
iniitno  iiietu,  et  solilo  acfolaiuni  odio  disjunctis  ('qiumtum  vestra  su})erant. 
faciiiidia',  sai)ienti(|iie  tropha'a  ilia  belllca  (jua"  sola  majori!)us  nostris  nota) 
aniplior  sine,  jiotentior  illustrioKjue  et  niagnitudine  et  viribus   <juod(|ue   ni;ijiis, 

eniisiliis  redditiir 'I'e  hetiis  interitii  sf([uitnr  Senatus  :  cumque  Patribus, 

opt.iiuhiin  iiiagis  antea  (juam  speranduin,  iiumo  opus  penitus  desperatuni,  ojjtime 
<'(iiivcnit  popuio." 

*  rhi.^1',  under  the  title  of  •'  Lord  .Soiners's  Tracts,"  have  jjeen  twice  |)iib- 
lished  ;  fir-,!,  in  17  IS,  in  sixtien  volumes  Ito.  ;  secondly,  in  1809,  in  thirteen 
voluiiK's   llo.,  under  the  suiieriiitendence  of  Sir  Walter  Scott. 
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Lincoln's  Inn,  were  there  nearly  all  destroyed  by  an  accidental  CHAP, 
fire.  Mr.  Yorke  collected  a  few  of  the  papers  saved,  which 
he  bound  in  a  folio  volume.  From  this  a  selection  was  given 
in  the  "Miscellaneous  State  Papers,"  published  in  1778,  by 
the  second  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  who  says,  "  the  world  will  do 
that  justice  to  the  collection  as  not  to  suppose  that  these  spe- 
cimens from  it,  immitis  ignis  reliquicB,  will  afford  an  adequate 
idea  of  its  merits.  It  filled  upwards  of  sixty  volumes  in 
quarto,  and  did  not  contain  a  paper  from  Lord  Somers's  pen 
which  the  most  intimate  friend  would  have  wished  to  secrete, 
or  the  bitterest  enemy  could  have  fairly  turned  to  his  preju- 
dice." I  apprehend,  however,  that  these  were  all  connected 
with  law  or  politics,  and  that  they  contained  nothing  to 
show  that  Somers  could  have  been  the  author  of  the  "  Tale  of  a 
Tub." 

The  next  glory  to  that  of  being  a  classical  writer  is  being  His  patron- 
thc  patron  of  classical  writers,  and  this  Somers  enjoyed,  in  of^etters. 
conjunction  with  Montague,  to  a  degree  not  known  in  any 
})reccding  or  succeeding  age  in  England.     With  us  it  is  a 
national  reproach,  that  authorship  has  rather  been  despised 
and  discountenanced  by  the  great,  and  it  has  been  deemed 
s(jmcwhat  discreditable  for  a  man  to  earn  his  bread,  or  to  rise 
into  celebrity,  by  his  pen.     A  successful  lawyer,  or  a  par- 
liamentary debater,  may  overcome  all  the  disadvantages  of 
obscure  origin  or  of  early  poverty,  but  no  degree  of  mere 
literary   eminence   leads   to  political  promotion.     In  subse- 
(juent  times  Addison  would  not  have  risen  to  a  post  of  higher 
distinction  than  that  of  Editor  of  a  Journal.     But  althougli 
lie    could   not    open  his   mouth   in  parliament,    Somers  and 
Montague   justly    appreciated    his    inimitable    powers  as    a 
writer,  and    being    courted   and   caressed  by  them  and    the 
other  leaders   of  the  Whig  party,   lie   became  chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  a  Privy  Councillor, 
aiul  Secretary  of  State.      The  fashion  which   they   set  was 
adopted  ])y  Ilarley  and  the  Tories.    Swift  was  received  at  tlie 
tal)le  of  tlie  Lord  Treasurer  with  as  much  distinction  as  if  he 
liad  been  decorated  with  the  Garter,  and  Prior  was  employed 
as  an  ambassador  to  negotiate  the  ])eacc  of  Utreclit.      Lord 
Somers  was  ever  earner  to  do  lioma<re  to  establislied  literarv 

V(M>.    IV.  (^ 
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CHAP,     reputation,  and  to  discover  rising  genius.   When  Pope,  "lisp- 
ing in  numbers,"  gave  his  boyish  compositions  to  the  world. 


"  The  courtly  Talbot,  Somers,  Sheffield,  read."  * 

His  era-  Wc  have  no  adequate  means  of  judging  how  far  Lord 

*°'^'  Somers  deserved  his  reputation  as  an  orator.     Although  he 

sat  in  parliament  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  1689  till  his 
death,  a  period  not  much  short  of  thirty  years,  and  during  a 
considerable  part  of  that  time  led  a  great  party  first  in  the 
Lower  then  in  the  Upper  House,  there  is  not  as  much  of  any 
one  speech  he  delivered  as  would  make  half  a  column  of  a 
newspaper,  and  in  the  very  scanty  reports  of  parliamentary 
proceedings  in  the  reigns  of  AYilliam  and  Anne,  his  name  is 
rarely  mentioned. 
His  politi-        }3ut  he  has  a  surer  claim  to  our  admiration  and  our  gra- 

cslX  services 

titude  by  his  deeds.  He  first  gave  the  model  of  a  consti- 
tutional, in  opposition  to  an  absolutist  monarchy,  and  this 
model,  which  has  been  followed  in  France  and  in  several 
other  continental  states,  is  now  generally  allowed  to  be  the 
form  of  government  which  gives  the  most  influence  to  en- 
lightened public  opinion,  and  best  answers  the  purposes  for 
which  civil  government  is  instituted. 
Persecution  The  great  blot  upon  his  public  character  was  the  perse- 
Roman  cution  of  Roman  Catholics  in  his  time,  —  which,  if  he  did  not 
Catholics,  prompt,  lic  fully  sanctioned.  Heligious  toleration  was  one 
great  object  supposed  to  be  gained  by  the  change  of  dynasty, 
and  it  niiglit  have  been  expected  that  those  Avho  brouglit  in 
the  "  Toleration  Act,"  and  opposed  the  "  Bill  against  occa- 
sional conformity,"  would  have  been  eager  to  permit  all 
sects  of  Christians  to  worship  God  according  to  their  con- 
sciences. Yet  after  tlie  Kevolution  the  penal  code  against 
the  Romanists  was  made  far  more  severe  and  revolting  than 
It  ever  had  been  under  Elizabeth  or  any  of  the  four  Kings  of 
the  Stuart  line.     By  acts  passed  while  Lord  Somers  Avas  in 

*  At  the  ilistaiice  of  many  ycar<;,  Swift,  notwithstanding  the  hardness  of  his 
n-itnre,  retained  a  tender  recollection  of  the  ])leasant  literary  reunions  in  the 
early  jiart  of  Anne's  rei;ri)  at  the  Iiousls  of  Pope,  Somers,  and  I\Iontan;we. 
Writing;  to  Po])e  in  1721,  lie  says  —  "  I  fre(iuei)tlv  conversed  with  Mr.  Addison 
duriiif;  all  my  Lord  Oxford's  ministry,  and  his  friendship  to  me  continued  in- 
violable, iiith  lis  much  kindness  as  u-hin  wc  used  to  meet  at  Lord  Somers'  or  Halifax's, 
who  were  leaders  of  the  opposite  party." 
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office,  Roman  Catholic  priests  were  banished  the  kingdom,  CHAP, 
and  if  they  returned  they  were  to  be  hanged*;  a  reward  of  ^^^" 
twenty  pounds  was  given  for  the  discovery  of  a  priest,  and  a 
Papist  refusing  to  tell  where  he  last  heard  mass,  was  to  be 
imprisoned  for  a  twelvemonth  f ;  no  Papist  was  allowed 
to  keep  a  school,  and  severe  penalties  were  denounced  against 
such  as  should  go  themselves  or  send  others  abroad  to  be  edu- 
cated in  the  Romish  religion  | ;  no  Papist  could  be  guardian 
to  any  child,  and  if  the  child  of  a  Papist  became  a  Pro- 
testant the  Court  of  Chancery  might  order  any  part  of  the 
father's  estate  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  child  §;  no 
Papist  could  be  a  barrister  or  solicitor  || ;  no  Papist  was  to 
serve  on  grand  juries  or  on  any  other  jury  if  objected  toll; 
and  other  penalties  and  disabilities  M^ere  inflicted  equally 
atrocious.  It  is  a  very  small  mitigation  of  the  enormity  of 
this  persecuting  policy,  that  it  was  chiefly  directed  against 
the  Irish  Roman  Catholics,  and  that  they  were  all  supposed 
to  be  Jacobites.  The  inexpediency  as  well  as  the  iniquity  of 
such  laws  seems  palpable  to  us.  One  fatal  consequence  of 
them  was,  that  they  not  only  permanently  alienated  the 
afitictions  of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics  from  the  new  dy- 
nasty, but  made  English  connection  odious  to  the  Irish 
nation,  except  to  a  few  Protestants  wlio  were  encouraged  to 
oppress,  rob,  and  insult  their  countrymen. 

The  most  curious  consideration,  in  looking  back  to  those 
times, is,  that  from  a  general  feeling  among  English  Protestants 
with  respect  to  Roman  Catholics, — resembling  that  which  now 
prevails  in  the  United  States  of  America  among  the  whites 
Avitli  respect  to  the  negroes,  —  the  authors  of  such  measures 
had  no  consciousness  themselves  of  doing  any  thing  wrong, 
and  did  not  at  all  thereby  injure  their  character  for  liberality 
witli  the  great  l)ody  of  their  countrymen.  We  can  only 
lament  that  Lord  Somers  was  not  on  this  subject  in  advance 
of  his  age.  Sucli  contemplations  should  make  us  alarmed 
lest  some  laws  and  practices,  which  seem  to  us  very  harmless, 
may  be  reprobated  by  our  j)osterity. 

*   !)  W.  ;5.  c.  1.  t  «  Anno,  c.  ?,.  \   7  W.  ?,.  c.  4. 

§   8  Anne,  c.  '.',.  \\    10  W.  3.  c.  1'2.  \  C>  Anne,  e.  1. 
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CHAP. 
CXI. 

Charge 
against 
Lord 

Somers  of 
intidelitj. 


The  reproach  to  which  Lord  Somers  was  subject  In  his 
own  time  Avas,  that  he  was  too  tolerant,  from  which  some 
said  he  was  an  enemy  to  the  church,  some  that  he  was  indif- 
ferent about  religion,  and  others,  that  he  was  an  atheist. 
He  likewise  incurred  much  obloquy  by  having  had,  at  one 
time,  a  private  intercourse  with  Toland.  But  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  he  was  a  sincere  believer  in  the  truths 
both  of  natural  and  revealed  religion.  Although  he  dis- 
couraged the  extravagant  pretensions  of  the  clergy,  —  instead 
of  being  hostile  to  the  Church  of  England,  himself  approving 
of  its  doctrines  and  discipline,  and  seeing  that  it  possessed 
the  affections  of  a  vast  majority  of  the  people,  he  warmly 
supported  it.  Nay,  he  originally  concerted  with  Bishop 
Burnet  the  plan  of  applying  the  "  First  Fruits  and  Tenths" 
to  the  augmentation  of  small  livings,  which  was  afterwards 
adopted  under  the  name  of  Queen  Anne's  Bounty.* 
He  did  occasionally  converse  with  the  author  of  "  Chris- 
tianity not  Mysterious,"  but  there  was  a  warm  and  steady 
friendship  between  him  and  the  pious  Tillotson.f  "His 
religion,"  says  Addison,  (a  moralist  not  only  in  his  writings 
but  in  his  practice  —  a  Christian,  who  taught  us  how  to  live 
and  how  to  die,)  "  was  sincei'e,  not  ostentatious,  and  such  as 
inspired  him  with  an  universal  benevolence  towards  all  his 
fellow-subjects,  not  with  bitterness  against  any  part  of  them. 
He   showed  his  firm   adherence   to   it,   as   modelled  bv  our 


•   I^ettcr  from  Lord  Somers  to  Bishop  Burnet :  — 

"  My  Lord, —  22d  Nov.  1701. 

"  I  acknowledge  the  honour  of  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  17th  witii  great 
thankfulness.  I  wish  it  may  lie  in  my  power  to  contrihute  to  the  excellent 
design  you  propose ;  no  man  will  enter  into  it  more  willingly,  nor  shall  labour 
in  it  more  heartily.  The  point  of  the  first  fruits  and  tentiis  is  what  1  have  pro- 
posed several  times  with  much  earnestness,  hut  without  success.  "When  I  have 
the  happiness  of  seeing  your  Lordship,  we  shall,  I  hojje,  discourse  at  large  ujion 
the  whole  subject.  Li  the  mean  time,  allow  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  with 
great  and  sincere  respect, 

"  INIy  I^ord, 
"  Your  Lordshijj's  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  Somers." 
—  Life,  jjrefixed  to  Burnet's  Ilhtori/  of  his  Own  Times,  p.  Ixvii. 

t  'J'ohuul  obtained  access  to  .Somers  as  a  joint  admirer  of  Milton,  and  was  a 
coadjutor  in  raising  and  spreading  the  reputation  of  this  his  favourite  jjoet  by 
the  superb  edition  of  "  Paradise  Lost,"  with  cuts,  j)ublished  under  his  superin- 
tendence iiy  'I'onson.  —  CiKyAsey,  27. 
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national  constitution,  and  was  constant  to  its  offices  of  de-     CHAP, 
votion,  both  in  public  and  in  his  family."  *  ^^^" 

I  hope,  likewise,  that  his  morals  were  unimpeachable,  ^h  7 
When  Solicitor  General  he  had  paid  his  addresses  to  a  libertinism, 
young  lady,  to  whom  he  seems  to  have  been  tenderly  at- 
tached. This  was  a  Miss  Anne  Bawdon,  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Bawdon,  a  wealthy  alderman  of  London.  When  the 
lovers  had  plighted  their  mutual  troth,  and  thought  that  a 
long  career  of  domestic  happiness  was  before  them,  the  flinty- 
hearted  father  asked  what  settlement  was  to  be  made  upon  his 
daughter,  corresponding  to  the  fortune  he  meant  to  bestow 
upon  her  ?  A  rental  (rather  a  short  one)  was  actually  given 
in.  Somers's  patrimony  was  very  moderate,  and  he  had 
added  little  to  it  himself,  having  begun  practice  late,  and 
having  been  more  solicitous  about  reputation  than  money. 
The  sordid  city  knight  cared  little  for  the  fair  character  or 
the  bright  prospects  of  the  poor  Solicitor  General,  and,  de- 
claring the  house  at  Whlteladies  and  the  farm  at  Severn 
Stoke  to  be  no  provision  for  a  widow,  an  eldest  son,  and 
younger  children,  peremptorily  broke  off  the  match,  and 
compelled  the  weeping  girl  to  accept  an  offer  from  a  rich 
Turkey  merchant; — a  step  he  Is  said  to  have  heartily  repented, 
when,  at  the  end  of  three  years,  he  whom  he  had  rejected 
for  his  son-in-law  being  made  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great 
Seal,  Sir  John  Bawdon  wished,  like  Sir  Giles  Overreach, 
that  he  could  have  seen  his  "  Right  Honourable  Daughter."  f 
After  this  disappointment,  which  he  keenly  felt,  Soniers  pj;^,  ^i^^„ 
thought  no  more  of  the  marriage  state,  and  devoted  himself  pointment 
to  his  public  duties  and  the  cultivation  of  literature  and 
science. 

Impartiality,  however,  forbids  nic  to  pass  over  a  specific 
talc  of"  scandal  which  was  most  industriously  circulated  re- 
specting him. 


•  This  grouiidless  cliavfie  of  infult'lity  has  cniised  Soinors  to  l)c'  compared, 
not  inajitly,  to  the  jjioiis  as  well  as  learneil  CliancoUor  de  1"  Hospital,  who, 
because  he  was  Cor  religious  toleration,  was  looked  upon  witli  such  horror  that 
it  was  a  coniinoil  saying  among  the  people,  "  Dicu  ?iiiiis  yarde  dc  la  mesie  da 
Cliaiicrllkr." 
f    New  Way  to  pay  Ohl  Debts,  act  ii.  sc.  1. 

Q   3 
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GHAP.  He  had  for  his  housekeeper  a  Mrs.  Blount,  the  wife  of  a 

^^''       tradesman  at  Worcester,  and  it  was  alleged  that  he  lived 
His  house-    openly  with  this  lady  as  his  mistress,  behaving  cruelly  to  the 
keeper.         husband,  and  at  last  shutting  him  up  in  a  madhouse.    "  Quibus 
indicils,  quo  teste  pruhavit  ?  "    This  story,  most  improbable  in 
itself,  is  supported  only  by  the  gratuitous  assertion  of  bitter 
and  unscrupulous  enemies.     The  manners  of  the  Court  of 
Charles  II.  had  passed  away.     William  and  Mary,  and  after- 
wards Anne  and  the  Prince  of  Denmark,  had  exhibited  to  the 
world  a  picture  of  the  domestic  virtues;  licentiousness  was  dis- 
couraged in  the  highest  quarters,  and  the  appearance  of  it  was 
avoided  by  the  most  licentious.     It  is  therefore  utterly  im- 
possible that  a  grave  magistrate  like  Somers,  Avho,  though  firm 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  always  showed  a  solicitude  to 
enjoy  the  good  opinion  both  of  the  prince  and  the  people, 
should  have  followed  a  course  which  was  sure  to  draw  down 
upon  him  the  just  censure  of  all  ranks  in  the  state;  and  the 
supposition  is  equally  at  variance  with  the  prudence  and  good 
taste,  as  with  the  honour  and  religious  feeling  which  we  know 
Exculpated  belonged  to  him.     If  the  case  had  been  made  doubtful  by 
dison.  circumstances  (which  it  is  not),  let  me  again  call  a  witness 

to  character  who  is  worth  a  thousand  —  Addison,  who,  if  he 
might  have  forgiven  youthful  gallantries  when  repented  of  and 
renounced,  would  have  shrunk  with  horror  from  the  deliberate 
systematic  wickedness  imputed  to  the  Lord  Chancellor.  Yet 
Addison,  wlio  for  many  years  saw  him  in  his  own  house  at 
all  hours,  and  continued  to  be  on  the  most  friendly  and 
familiar  footing  with  him,  describes  him  as  immaculate.* 

*  "  The  New  Atalantis,"  a  more  infamous  work  than  "  tlic  Mcinoirs  of 
Harriette  Wilson,"  was  published  early  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and, 
passing  through  many  editions,  retained  its  fashion  for  some  years  at  least,— if 
not  destined  to  immortality,  —  as  we  know  from  the  lines  of  Tope  in  '"the 
Rape    of  the  Lock,"  — 

"  While  fish  in  streams,  or  birds  delight  in  air. 
Or  in  a  eoacli  and  six  the  British  fair, 
As  lour/  (IS  Atai.avtis   s/hiI/  he  read. 
Or  the  small  pillow  grace  a  lady's  bed." 

T  subjoin  Mrs.  .Mauley's  character  of"  {'icero,"  l)y  wliicli  she  means  to  describe 
"  Lord  Clianeellor  Somers."  "  CIclto  was  next  called,  not  he  that  saved  the  com-- 
monwealth  from  being  made  a  monarchy,  but  he  that  would  have  made  tlie 
monarchy  a  commonwealth  ;  be  was  advanced  by  Lene  to  I)e  Magister  Ofh-- 
ciorum  ;   the  God  of  elo(iuencc  hung  upon  his  tongue  ;  Minerva  herself  inspired 
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I  do  not  find  any  particular  account  of  his  habits  as  to     CHAP, 
convivial  pleasures,  in  which  it  was  still  usual  for  statesmen 


His  social 
his  brain  and  fired  his  heart.  His  wisdom  and  sedateness  of  temper  preserved  habits, 
and  kept  together  the  cabal.  Famous  Cethegus  and  precipitate  Catiline  could 
only  be  restrained  by  him.  He  it  was,  that  gave  them  their  cue,  when  to  bel- 
low, when  to  strike,  when  to  comply,  but  seldom  to  save ;  for,  however,  dis- 
agreeing in  other  points,  they  used  all  to  come  in  to  accord  for  revenge  and 
persecution. 

"  And,  what  is  not  the  least  astonishing  ingredient  of  their  composition,  these 
zealous  reformers  !  these  image-worshippers  !  these  pretended  devotees  who  ran 
mad  after  the  outside  of  religion  !  were  as  immoral  as  those  that  had  never 
heard  of  any  !  Cicero  himself  (an  oracle  of  wisdom)  was  whirled  about  by  his 
lusts,  at  the  pleasure  of  a  fantastic  worn-out  mistress  :  He  prostrated  his  im- 
mutable sense,  reason,  and  good  nature,  either  to  revenge  or  reward  as  her 
caprice  directed  ;  and  what  made  this  commerce  more  detestable,  this  mistress 
of  his  was  a  wife  !  Impious  excess  I  Abominable  adultery  !  Were  there  not 
enough  of  the  frail  race  unmarried?  Had  not  Sergius's  immemorial  assidui- 
ties corrupted  enougii  of  that  order,  but  this  patrician,  this  director  of  nations 
and  imperial  assemblies,  must  bring  his  pollutions  to  defile  the  marriage  bed 
and  corrupt  a  wife  ?  Nay,  which  is  more  execrable,  the  wife  of  a  friend.  Was 
it  not  a  good  comedy,  or  rather  farce,  when  you  behold  this  sententious  man, 
this  decisive  orator,  who  by  the  enchantments  of  his  persuasion  left  not  even 
Destiny  to  herself,  for  Fate  and  Fortune  were,  whenever  he  spoke,  his  slaves. 
To  see  this  great,  this  stupendous  man,  that  could  enchant  an  empire  by  the 
music  of  his  voice,  skulking  in  the  obscure  habit  of  a  slave,  hiding  his  face  in 
an  abject  roI)C,  as  if  that  could  conceal  his  vices,  waiting  at  a  back-(ioor  to  get 
undiscovered  entrance  into  his  own  palace,  after  jiassing  the  guilty  niglit  in 
adultery  with  an  infamous  prostitute  !  And  this  not  for  once  or  twice,  but  for 
months  and  years  !  Till  his  sin  was  become  as  confirmed  a  habit  as  his  hypo- 
crisy !  The  poor  husband,  distracted  with  his  wrongs,  grew  incapable  of  fol- 
lowing the  necessary  duties  of  his  calling,  by  which  neglect  his  maintenance 
fell,  and  he  (irank  the  bitter  draught  of  poverty.  The  adulteress  rioting  in  all 
the  luxury  of  tlie  East  !  shifting  abodes  in  scandalous  by-corners  from  place  to 
place  fur  fear  the  cuckold's  prerogative  should  seize  upon  the  ornaments  and 
riches  of  his  wife  at  lawful  spoil,  which,  when  lie  was  so  lucky  to  do,  the  vin- 
dictive patrician  interposed  with  a  tliorouLdi  revenge,  first  casting  him  into  a 
loatlisonie  prison,  where,  when  he  had  siilhcicntly  languished,  a  warrant  was 
jiroduced  from  the  gaoler  to  deliver  his  prisoner  to  some  persons,  who  receiving 
hiin  into  their  custody  disposed  of  him  in  such  sort,  that  to  this  day  he  has 
never  been  heard  of.  I>et  the  idolaters  consider  how  much  they  ought  to  pride 
themselves  in  the  morality,  religion,  and  virtue  of  this  Atlas  of  their  empire." 
—  iXew  Alulniith,  fith  edition,  1  7'20,  vol.  iii.  p.  200 

In  a  preceding  volume  we  find  rather  a  flattering  character  of  Tord  Somers 
and  liis  frienrl  Montague  Lord  Halifax  :  — 

'•  May  your  Ladyships  be  pleased  to  stretch  your  radiant  eyes  with  a  more  than 
ordinary  regard  to  tliosj  two  renowned  politicians  that  stop  at  the  door  in  deep 
conference  with  each  other.  They  have  liad  a  successful  ministry.  Time  was 
wlien  their  young  ambition  durst  not  cast  away  an  imjiroiiabk'  wish  of  being 
masters  of  the  tenth  part  of  wlat  they  are  now  in  jiossession  of".  There  all  they 
]uirsiied  was  to  be  applauded  for  men  of  genius  in  the  airy  region  of  Parnassus; 
tliey  lioth  wrote,  and  both  with  success.  Nor  can  there  he  better  judges  of 
writing:  and,  as  an  everlasting  monument  of  their  praise,  lie  it  recorded,  that 
they  have  not  iieen  .•".fraid  to  apjilaud  and  reward  the  perrorniances  of  others  ; 
f n  e  from  that  eimilatioii  which  has  stung  even  some  of  the  great  emjierors  of 
old.  who  would  he  thiuight  poets.  They  have,  in  tlieir  two  persons,  more  con- 
spicuously enc(niraL;ed  and  raised  the  ingenious,  than  has  the  whole  race  of  the 
.Atalantic  nobility  lieside.  True,  they  have  had  a  larger  power  than  most,  and 
have  more  distiiiLiuishe;!  it.      Have  thev  enrielieil  themselves  snddcnlv  and  sur- 
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CHAP,     and  wits  to  indulge  too  freely;  but,  considering  what  he  ac- 

^^^'       complished,  he  must  have  been  habitually  temperate,  although 

he  might  occasionally  have  exceeded  when  he  had  a  tete-a-tete 

Avith  Addison,  or  when  he  was   in  the  chair  leading   the 

festivities  of  the  Kit-Cat.     Swift,  in  his  imitation  of  Horace, 


prisingly?  'Tis  meritorious  in  one  respect,  because  they  do  good  with  it  to 
others :  both  have  had  the  lucky  circumstance  of  finding  it  to  be  for  their  in- 
terest still  to  remain  of  the  party  they  first  fixed  in.  The  methods  they  have 
took  to  raise  their  fortune,  gives  us  but  little  hopes  that  they  would  have  per- 
severed in  any  principle  that  should  but  once  appear  to  be  contrary  to  their  in- 
terest :  but  since  no  such  change  has  arrived,  let  us  charitably  applaud  them  as 
men  remaining  true  to  their  first  professions  —  a  virtue  rarely  found  in  a  states- 
man."—  New  Atalantis,  vol.  ii.  ,309. 

Cooksey,  in  his  abortive  sketch  of  the  Life  of  Lord  Somers,  under  pretence 
of  defending  him,  represents  him  as  one  of  the  most  profligate  of  mankind. 
After  referring  to  the  representation  that  he  was  sprung  from  the  dregs  of  the 
people,  he  thus  proceeds:  "  The  other  charge  is  founded  on  a  supposed  amour 
and  attachment  between  him  and  a  Mrs.  Blount,  whose  husband  had  been  three 
several  times  set  up  in  business  by  his  Worcester  friends ;  who,  at  length  finding 
him  a  man  whom  it  was  impossible  to  serve  or  save  from  a  jail,  left  him  to  his 
destiny  and  contented  themselves  with  recommending  his  wife,  a  very  sensible 
and  deserving  woman  who  had  been  the  mother  of  a  large  family,  to  Lord 
Somers  as  a  housekeeper ;  in  which  capacity  she  lived  at  his  house  at  Belbar, 
and  proved  an  excellent  servant  and  nurse  to  him  as  long  as  he  lived.  His  ideas 
as  to  connections  with  women  (having  been  disappointed  in  his  first  attachment, 
on  which  he  renounced  ever  after  the  thought  of  marrying),  were  such  as  he 
professes  in  the  Tale  of  a  Tub,  Jacere  coUectum  hnmorem  in  corpora  qua  que.  Nor 
did  any  man  ever  suffer  more  than  he  did  from  indulging  this  favourite  maxim, 
in  which  lie  was  by  no  means  nice,  or  in  the  least  degree  delicate.  To  this  was 
owing  his  frequent  illnesses,  and  calls  to  Tunbridge  :  and  what  was  worst  of  all, 
that  wretched  state  to  which  the  brightest  parts  and  intellects  God  ever  bestowed 
on  man  were  reduced  before  his  final  dissolution." — Cooksey,  27,  28.  But  there 
is  some  reason  to  think  that  this  gentleman  had  a  spite  against  the  memory  of 
his  kinsman  ;  at  all  events,  composing  his  work  at  Lausanne,  in  the  very  end  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  he  could  only  have  spoken  from  vague  tradition,  and  we 
must  be  slow  to  give  any  credit  whatever  to  the  testimony  of  a  man  who  as- 
serts as  a  fact,  that  "  Lord  Somers  was  the  author  of  Tjie  Tale  of  a  Tub." 

A  more  startling  testimony  is  that  of  Mackey,  who,  in  his  "  Sketch  of  leading 
characters  at  the  Lnglish  Court,"  written  for  the  information  of  the  Princess 
Sophia  of  Hanover,  after  exalting  tlie  good  qualities  of  .Somers,  throws  in  a  (qua- 
lification—  as  if  unwillingly  —  perliaps  deceived  by  jirevailing  calumny  :  "He 
gives  entertainments  to  foreign  ministers  more  like  one  always  bred  up  in  a 
Court  than  at  tlie  bar.  He  is  of  grave  deportment,  easy  and  free  of  conversation, 
somrtliing  (fa  lihertine,  &c." 

I  pay  less  attention  to  the  repetition  of  the  charge  by  the  vindictive  Duchess 
of  Mar]l)orougl)  :  "  There  was  one  thing  that  appeared  to  be  a  great  blemisli  to 
a  Lord  Chancellor,  that  he  lived  as  ])ublicly  with  another  man's  wife  as  if  she 
had  been  his  own."  And  I  utterly  disregard  the  libellous  distich  of  tlie  "down- 
right Sliippen  :  " 

"  He  is  —  for  satire  docs  the  truth  declare  — 
Deist,  republican,  adulterer."' 


'    Dodsby's  MUcillnnii's,  iii.  'J5(>. 


LORD   SOMERS.  233 

entitled  "Toland's  invitation  to  Dismal  [Lord  Nottingham]      CHAP. 

to  dine  with  the  Calves'  Head  Club,"  written  at  a  time  when 

he  was  at  enmity  with  the  Whigs,  does  not  venture  to  say- 
more  than  that  the  gravity  of  the  Ex-chancellor  was  relaxed 
by  the  bottle :  — 

"  Who  by  disgraces  or  ill  fortune  sunk, 
Feels  not  his  soul  enliven'd  when  he's  drunk  ? 
Hy  force  of  wine  even  Scarborough  is  brave, 
Hall*  grows  more  pert,  and  Somers  not  so  ffrave." 'f 

This  supposed  gravity  was  frequently  mimicked  for  the 
anmsement  of  the  Tories  by  Estcourt,  the  famous  player.  | 
But  to  the  person  made  the  subject  of  such  paltry  jocularity 
might  truly  have  been  applied  the  description  of  the  demeanour 
of  Agricola:  "  Ubi  conventus  acjudicia  poscercnt,  gravis,  in- 
tentus,  severus  :  ubi  officio  satisfactum,  nulla  ultra  potestatis 
persona  :  tristitiam  et  arrogantiam  exucrat :  nee  illi,  quod  est 
rarissimum,  aut  facilitas  auctoritatem,  aut  severitas  amorem 
deminuit."  § 

Lord  Somers  is  celebrated  for  having  been  contented  with 
a  very  small  portion  of  sleep,  and  In  his  advance^  life,  when 
he  could  not  conveniently  rise  and  light  his  own  fire,  "  at 

•    Henry  Boyle. 

f  "  Quid  non  ebrictas  designat,"  &c.  Ep.  lib.  i.  5.  See  Journal  to  Stella, 
7tii  Aug.   1712. 

I  Halifax,  Godolphin,  and  the  other  Whig  leaders,  were  likewise  takc7i  off  by 
Estcourt.  "This  man  was  so  amazing  and  extraordinary  a  mimic,  that  no  man 
or  woman,  from  the  coquette  to  the  privy  councillor,  ever  moved  or  spoke  before 
him,  l)ut  he  could  carry  their  voice,  look,  mien,  and  motion,  instantly  into  another 
eomjjany.  I  have  heard  him  make  long  harangues,  and  form  various  argiunents, 
even  in  the  manner  of  thinking  of  an  eminent  pleader  at  the  bar,  with  envy,  the 
least  article  and  singularity  of  his  utterance  so  perfectly  imitated  that  he  was 
the  very  alter  ijise,  scarce  to  be  distinguished  from  the  original."  Life  of  Ctlibtr,  i. 
H(>.  Notwithstanding  the  liberties  he  had  used  with  the  Whigs,  there  is  a 
most  affectionate  tribute  to  his  memory  by  Steele  in  the  4()8th  No.  of  the 
Spectator.  "  He  had  so  exquisite  a  discerning  of  what  was  defective  in  any 
ol)ject  before  him,  that  in  an  instant  he  could  show  you  the  ridiculous  side  of 
what  would  pass  for  beautiful  and  just.  In  the  accounts  he  gave  of  ])ersons  and 
sentiments,  he  did  not  only  hit  the  figure  of  their  faces  and  manner  of  their 
gestures,  Ijut  he  woidd  in  his  narration  fall  into  tlieir  very  way  of  thinking,  and 
this  when  he  recounted  ]):issages  wherein  men  of  the  best  wits  were  concerned, 
as  well  as  such  wherein  were  represented  men  of  the  lowest  rank  of  understand- 
ing. I  do  not  know  any  satisfaction  of  any  indifferent  kind  I  ever  tasted  so 
nnicli  as  having  got  over  an  itnpatience  of  my  seeing  myself  in  the  air  lie  could 
])iit  me  when  I  have  dis|)lease(l  him.  It  is  to  jioor  Estcourt  1  chiefly  owe  that 
1  am  arrived  at  the  hapjiiness  of  thinking  nothing  a  diminution  to  me  but  what 
argues  a  de|n'avity  of  my  will." 

§   Tacit.   Ag.  c.  9. 
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waking,  a  reader  attended  and  entertained  him  with  the  most 
valuable  authors."  * 

When  associating  with  nobles  and  kings  he  retained  all  his 
early  attachments,  and  he  kept  up  a  friendly  intercourse  with 
all  connected  with  him  by  blood  or  affinity,  never  being 
ashamed  of  any  of  them,  however  obscure.  Thus,  having  re- 
ceived, when  he  was  Chancellor,  the  present  of  a  collar  of 
brawn  from  a  Mr.  Cooksey,  who,  as  the  husband  of  a  distant 
relation,  claimed  kindred  with  him,  at  the  first  instant  of 
leisure  he  sent  him  this  good-natured  acknowledgment :  — 

"  Dear  Cousin, 
"  Though  I  desired  my  brother  Cocks  long  since  to  return 
you  my  best  thanks  for  your  noble  present  of  as  good  a  col- 
lar of  brawn  as  ever  was  ate,  (Avhich  I  cannot  doubt  he  has 
done  in  the  best  manner  I  could  wish,)  yet  having  feasted 
myself,  and  made  my  friends  often  welcome  to  it,  I  cannot 
forbear  to  return  you  personally  our  joint  thanks,  which  I 
have  often  promised  them  to  do. 

"  And  so  I  remain,  dear  Cousin, 

"  Your  most  faithful  Servant, 

"  SOMERS." 

His  kindness  and  generosity  to  all  depending  vipon  him 
will  be  easily  credited,  when  it  is  remembered  that  his  enemies 
allowed  that  he  was  indifferent  about  money,  and  that  he 
subscribed  liberally  to  every  public  undertaking  which  had 
the  slightest  claim  to  his  support.f 

But  lot  us  see  how  harmless  are  the  bitterest  attacks  upon 
his  general  character.      Thus  writes  Sir  John  Macpherson : 

"  Somers,  though  meanly  descended,  rendered  hhuself  re- 
s])cctable  by  talents  which  he  knew  well  to  improve  to  his 
own  advantage,  lie  was  a  man  of  al)ilities  in  his  profes- 
sion, but  his  parts  were  more  solid  than  brilliant,  or  even 
clear.  lie  was  rather  a  good  Chancellor  than  a  great  states- 
man.    I  lis  integrity  and  ddigencc  in  office  were  with  rea- 

•    Matld.  107. 

t  We  liave  seen  his  imunlieeiice  to  his  college,  and  his  contribution  to  fit  out 
C!ai)tain  Kid —  which  was  wickedly  made  a  ground  of  iiniieachinent  against 
him  ;  and  lively u  tells  us  that,  in  169(>,  he  subscribed  500/.  to  Greenwich 
Ilosjiital.  —  Evelyn,  ii.  53. 
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son  commended.       He  was  too  diffident  and  too  compliant     CHAP. 

CXI 
with  King    William   to   make   any  splendid  figure  beyond  [__ 


his  own  line  of  the  law.  His  complaisance  to  the  King's 
humour,  his  flattering  him  in  his  very  errors,  his  feeble 
manner  of  recommending  what  seemed  right  to  his  own 
judgment,  bore  more  the  appearance  of  a  convenient  than 
of  an  able  servant.  Upon  the  whole,  he  seemed  more  cal- 
culated to  smooth  the  current  of  business  by  amending 
and  softening  measures  already  adopted,  than  to  propose 
and  execute  those  spirited  and  manly  expedients,  which 
times  of  faction  seem  to  demand  at  the  hands  of  a  great  mi- 
nister." * 

Swift,  in  his  History  of  the  four  last  years  of  Queen  Swift. 
Anne,  tries  to  depreciate,  but  is  forced  to  praise  him.  "  The 
Lord  Somers  may  very  deservedly  be  reputed  the  head  and 
oracle  of  that  party  :  he  has  raised  himself,  by  the  concur- 
rence of  many  circumstances,  to  the  greatest  employments  of 
the  state,  without  the  least  support  from  birth  or  fortune : 
he  has  constantly,  and  with  great  steadiness,  cultivated  those 
principles  under  which  he  grew  ....  I  have  hardly  known 
any  man  with  talents  more  proper  to  acquire  and  preserve 
the  favour  of  a  Prince  ;  never  offending  in  word  or  gesture ; 
in  the  highest  degree  courteous  and  complaisant ;  wherein 
he  set  an  example  to  his  colleagues,  which  they  did  not  think 
fit  to  follow  :  but  this  extreme  civility  is  universal  and  undis- 
tinguished ;  and  in  private  conversation,  where  he  observes 
it  as  inviolably  as  if  he  were  in  the  greatest  assembly,  it  is 
sometimes  censured  as  formal.  Two  reasons  are  assigned 
for  this  behaviour  :  first,  from  the  consciousness  of  his  humble 
original,  he  keeps  all  familiarity  at  the  greatest  distance, 
which  otherwise  might  be  apt  to  intrude ;  the  second,  that 
being  sensible  how  subject  he  is  to  violent  passions,  he  avoids 
all  incitements  to  them,  by  watching  those  he  converses  with, 
from  his  own  example  to  keej)  a  great  way  within  the  bounds 
of  decency  and  respect.  And  it  is  indeed  true,  that  no  man 
is  more  ai)t  to  take  fire  upon  the  least  appearance  of  provo- 
cation ;  which  temper  he  strives  to  subdue  with  the  utmost 

>    ^Alacpli.   Hist.   G.   Brit.  ii.    I.'---. 
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CHAP,  violence  upon  himself:  so  that  his  breast  has  been  seen  to 
^^''  heave,  and  his  eyes  to  sparkle,  with  rage  in  those  very  mo- 
ments when  his  words  and  the  cadence  of  his  voice  were  in 
the  humblest  and  softest  manner:  perhaps  that  force  upon 
his  naturfe  may  cause  that  insatiable  love  of  revenge  which 
his  detractors  lay  to  his  charge,  who  consequently  reckon 
dissimulation  among  his  chief  perfections.  Avarice  he  has 
none ;  and  his  ambition  is  gratified  by  being  the  uncontested 
head  of  his  party.  With  an  excellent  understanding,  adorned 
by  all  the  polite  parts  of  learning,  he  has  very  little  taste  for 
conversation,  to  which  he  prefers  the  pleasure  of  reading  and 
thinking ;  and  in  the  intervals  of  his  time  amuses  himself 
with  an  illiterate  chaplain,  an  humble  companion,  or  a  favour- 
ite servant."  * 

The  Dean,  afterwards,  when  he  had  sunk  into  misanthropy, 
thus  speaks  of  Somers  in  a  letter  to  Bolingbroke  f,  where  he 
has  been  enumerating  men  of  genius  who  have  been  unfor- 
tunate. "  I  remember  but  one  exception,  and  that  was  Lord 
Somers,  whose  timorous  nature,  joined  with  the  trade  of  a 
common  lawyer,  and  the  consciousness  of  a  mean  extraction, 
had  taught  him  the  regularity  of  an  alderman,  or  a  gentle- 
man-usher." 
Praise  of  We  must   now  hear  his  defenders,  beginning  with   Isaac 

Tdt\c7  "^  Bickcrstaff,  who  wished  Lord  Somers  to  be  prime  minister : 
—  "If  I  were  to  wish  for  a  proper  person  to  preside  over  the 
public  councils,  it  should  certainly  be  one  as  much  admired 
for  his  universal  knowledge  of  men  and  things,  as  for  his  elo- 
quence, courage,  and  integrity,  in  the  exerting  of  such  ex- 
traordinary talents.":}: 

Horace  AValpolc,  who  must  have  heard  him  so  often  described 
by  Sir  Ilobcrt,  thus  among   his   Royal  and  Noble  Authors 

*  SwiTt  ill  his  notes  on  Davis's  "  Characfurs  of  tlie  Court  of  Queen  Anne" 
clearly  discloses  liis  malignity.  Loud  Somkus  :  of  a  creditable  family  in  the 
city  of  Worcester,"  [yvry  mean  -,  liis  father  was  mioted  ror/iic.^  "  He  is  siij)i)()se(l 
to  have  been  the  best  C'liancellor  that  ever  sat  in  the  ciiair."  [/  allow  hiiii  in 
hare  jiosscssitl  all  excelh-nt  ijiialificnthms,  except  virtue  ;  he  had  viohiit  passimis,  atal 
hardli/  subdued  them  by  his  (jreat  jirudeiice."\  Yet  Swift  had  declared  that  lie  iiad 
notliing  to  lay  to  his  charyc  excejit  fornudity.  "  I  soon  grew  domestic  with  Lord 
Ilalif.ix,  and  was  aa  often  with  Lord  Somers  as  the  formality  of  his  nature  (the 
only  unconversable  fault  he  had)  made  it  agreeable  to  me."  —  Memoirs  relatiiiy 
to   Chaniie  in   Quertt  Anne's  Ministry. 

t    Dec.  1!).   1710.  \    Tatler,  No.  130.    7th  Feb.  1710. 
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describes: — "John  Lord  Somers.    One  of  those  divine  men,     CHAP. 

CXI 
Avho  like  a  chapel  in  a  palace,  remain  unprofaned,  while  all 


the  rest  is  tyranny,  corruption,  and  folly.  All  the  traditional  Horace 
accounts  of  him,  the  historians  of  the  last  age  and  its  best  Waipole. 
authors  represent  him  as  the  most  incorrupt  lawyer  and  the 
honestest  statesman,  as  a  master  orator,  a  genius  of  the 
finest  taste,  and  as  a  patriot  of  the  noblest  and  most  exten- 
sive views ;  as  a  man  who  dispensed  blessings  by  his  life  and 
planned  them  for  posterity."  * 

The  impartial  Tindal  describes  the  Chancellor  of  King  Thidal. 
William :  —  "As  he  was  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  incor- 
rupt Judges  that  ever  presided  in  Chancery,  so  his  great 
capacity  for  all  affairs  made  the  King  consider  him  beyond 
all  his  ministers ;  and  he  well  deserved  the  confidence  that 
the  King  expressed  for  him  on  all  occasions."! 

The  Tory  Smollet  cannot  deny  the  merits  of  Somers :  —  SmoUet. 
"  He  was  well  skilled  in  the  law,  as  in  many  other  branches 
of  polite  and  useful  literature.  He  possessed  a  remarkable 
talent  for  business,  in  which  he  exerted  great  patience  and 
assiduity  ;  was  gentle,  candid,  and  equitable ;  a  Whig  in 
principles,  yet  moderate,  pacific,  and  conciliating."  ^ 

Nay,  the  venomous  Ralph,  who  is  disposed  to  abuse  every  Ralpii. 
man  of  liberal  princi])lcs,  is  compelled  thus  to  characterise  a 
Whig  leader:  —  "  In  his  capacity  of  Chancellor,  Lord  Somers 
is  undoubtedly  irreproachable :  and  he  that  did  not  acknowledge 
his  abilities  in  state  affairs,  must  either  have  none  of  his  own, 
or,  through  prejudice  and  perverscncss,  must  have  forfeited 
the  use  of  them.  It  was  to  his  abilities  as  a  statesman  as  well 
as  a  lawyer,  he  owed  his  advancement.  Whether  advising 
as  a  minister,  or  standing  in  the  circle  as  courtier,  presiding 
in  the  House  of  Lords  as  Speaker,  conferring  or  altercating 
with  foreign  ministers,  giving  despatch  to  suitors,  or  doing 
the  honours  of  his  table,  wliere  he  'became  all  things  to  all 
men,'  he  was  the  most  extraordinary  man  of  his  timc."§ 

Unlike  Lord  Thurlow,  and  others  who,  having  contrived  to 
be  celebrated  in  tlieir  own  age,  have  l)oen  undervalued  by 

*    Works,  vol.  i.  4;!0.  f   'I'ind.  Cont.  Hap.  xiv.  -MS. 

X   Sinol.  i    K;*;.  §    Ualpii,  ii.  7S  1. 
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posterity,  the  fame  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir  has  gone  on 
increasing  from  generation  to  generation,  in  proportion  as  his 
character  and  his  public  services  have  been  examined,  and  as 
the  science  of  government  has  been  better  understood.  "  Lord 
Somers,"  says  Mackintosh,  "  seems  to  have  nearly  realized 
the  perfect  model  of  a  wise  statesman  in  a  free  community. 
His  end  was  public  liberty ;  he  employed  every  talent  and 
resource  which  were  necessary  for  his  end  and  not  prohibited 
by  the  rules  of  morality.  His  regulating  principle  was  use- 
fulness. Plis  quiet  and  refined  mind  rather  shrunk  from 
popular  applause.  He  preserved  the  most  intrepid  steadiness, 
with  a  disposition  so  mild,  that  his  friends  thought  its  mildness 
excessive,  and  his  enemies  supposed  that  it  could  be  scarcely 
natural."  *  Lord  John  Russell,  observes  that :  "  Somers  is 
a  bright  example  of  a  statesman  who  could  live  in  times  of 
revolution  without  rancour,  who  could  hold  the  highest  posts 
in  a  Court  withovit  meanness,  and  who  could  unite  mildness 
and  charity  to  his  opponents,  with  the  firmest  attachment  to 
the  great  principles  of  liberty,  civil  and  religious,  Avhich 
he  had  early  espoused,  long  promoted,  and  never  aban- 
doned." t  And  Lord  Mahon,  in  language  more  impressive 
than  a  laboured  panegyric,  referring  to  Lord  Somers,  ex- 
claims, "  I  know  not  where  to  find  a  more  upright  and  unsul- 
lied character  than  his.  He  had  contracted  nothing  of  the 
venality  and  baseness  of  the  age."  :|: 

I  may  add  the  sincere  though  poetical  tribute  of  Warton, 
in  his  address  to  Lord  Chatham,  upon  "  Trinity  College, 
Oxford,"  the  place  of  education  of  our  two  most  distinguished 
patriots  : 

"  In  that  calm  bower  which  nurs'd  thy  thoughtful  youth 
In  the  firm  ])recepts  of  Athenian  truth, 
Where  first  the  form  of  British  liberty 
Ijeam'd  in  full  radiance  on  thy  musing  eye  — 
'J'liat  form  sublime,  whose  mien  with  ecjual  awe 
In  the  same  siiade  unblemish'd  Somers  saw." 

I  shall  conclude  with  the  crowning  testimony  of  Addison,  in 
the   "FiiEETiOLDEii,"  which,  be  it  remembered,  wat^  offered 
when  Somers  had  been  consigned  to  tlic  tomb,  and  had  left  no- 
one  to  l)car  his   name.      "  He   had  worn   himself  out  in  liis 
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application  to  such  studies  as  made  him  useful  or  ornamental     ^^^^' 

to  the  world,  in  concerting  schemes  for  the  welfare  of  his 

country,  and  in  prosecuting  such  measures  as  were  neces- 
sary for  making  those  schemes  effectual ;  but  all  this  was 
done  with  a  view  to  the  public  good  that  should  rise  of  these 
generous  endeavours,  and  not  to  the  fame  that  should  accrue 
to  himself.  Let  the  reputation  of  the  action  fall  where  it 
would,  so  his  country  reaped  the  benefit  of  it,  he  was 
satisfied.  As  this  turn  of  mind  threw  off",  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, the  oppositions  of  envy  and  competition,  it  enabled 
him  to  gain  the  most  vain  and  impracticable  into  his  designs, 
and  to  bring  about  several  great  events  for  the  safety  and 
advantage  of  the  public,  which  must  have  died  in  the  birth 
had  he  been  as  desirous  of  appearing  beneficial  to  mankind 
as  of  being  so.  His  life  was  in  every  part  of  it  set  off  with 
that  graceful  modesty  and  reserve,  which  made  his  virtues 
more  beautiful  the  more  they  were  cast  in  such  agreeable  shades. 
His  great  humanity  appeared  in  the  minutest  circumstances 
of  his  conversation.  You  found  it  in  the  benevolence  of  his 
aspect,  the  complacency  of  his  behaviour,  and  the  tone  of  his 
voice.  His  great  application  to  the  severer  studies  of  the 
law  had  not  infected  his  temper  with  any  thing  positive  or 
litigious;  he  did  not  know  what  it  was  to  wrangle  on  indif- 
ferent points,  to  triumph  in  the  superiority  of  his  under- 
standing, or  to  be  supercilious  on  the  side  of  truth.  He 
joined  the  greatest  delicacy  of  good  breeding  to  the  greatest 
strength  of  reason.  By  improving  the  sentiments  of  a  person 
with  whom  he  conversed,  in  such  particulars  as  were  just,  he 
won  him  over  from  those  i)oints  in  which  he  was  mistaken  ; 
and  had  so  agreeable  a  way  of  conveying  knowledge,  that 
whoever  conferred  with  him  grew  the  wiser,  without  perceiving 
tliat  he  had  been  instructed.  His  principles  were  founded 
in  reason  and  supported  by  virtue,  and  therefore  did  not  lie 
at  the  mercy  of  ambition,  avarice,  or  resentment.  His  notions 
Avere  no  less  steady  and  vmshaken,  than  just  and  upriglit.  In 
a  word,  he  concluded  his  course  among  the  same  well-chosen 
friendships  and  alliances  with  which  he  began  it."  * 

*    Froeliokler,  No.  ;]9. 
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CilAP.         This  writer,  as  the  climax  of  his  eulogy,  does  seize  upon 

'       the  great  felicity  of  Lord  Somers, —  that  throughout  a  long 

The  perfect  pu^lic  life  he  cvcr  steadily  adhered  to  the  same  principles 
consistency   and  to  the  samc  party.     Respectable  politicians  have  seen 
Stimcrs's       rcason  to  adopt  a  policy  which  they  have  long  opposed,  and, 
career.         abandoning  early  associates,  to  join  those  whom  they  have  been 
accustomed  boisterously  to  assail ;  but  although  such  changes 
may  admit  of  defence  or  apology,  surely  he  is  most  to  be  envied 
whose  consistent  conduct  can  be  liable  to  no  reproach  or 
suspicion,  —  even  should  it  have  prevented  his  rise,  instead  of 
leading  him  to  fame  and  to  power.  Lord  Somers,  like  the  great 
Prince  whom  he  served,  was  most  fortunate  in  this,  that 
duty  and  ambition   always  concurred    in    pointing  out    the 
straightforward  path  for  him  to  tread.    His  course  may  there- 
fore be  considered  more   uniformly  virtuous,  and  more  truly 
noble,  than  that  of  any  man  who  ever  held  the  Great  Seal  of 
England. 
His  heirs.  Lord  Somers  not  having  been  married,  his  title  died  with 

him.  His  heirs  were  his  two  sisters,  one  of  whom  was  married 
to  Charles  Cocks,  Esquire,  of  Castleditch,  and  the  other  to 
Sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls.  From  the  former 
is  descended  the  present  Earl  Somers,  whose  grandfather  was 
created  Baron  Somers  in  1784,  and  whose  fotlier  in  1821  was 
raised  to  the  Earldom.* 

*   Grandeur  of  the  I^aw,  1(X). 
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It  seems  strange  that  I  should  have  to  introduce  into  my  chap. 
list  of  Lord  Chancellors  and  Lord  Keepers  of  the  Great  Seal  CXll. 
a  man  so  little  prominent  either  for  abilities  or  crimes.     To       '.    '. 

i.-i  .,  ii>  •  -r*  •!  •!•  Insignifi- 

nis  obscurity  he  owed  his  promotion.     Burnet,  in  describing  cance  of 
the  perplexity  which,  on  the  removal  of  Lord  Somers,  arose  If^^ 
about  the  appointment  of  a  successor,  and  the  necessity  for  a  Wright, 
temporary  commission,  says,  "  They  thought  that  all  the  great   difficult 
men  of  the  law  were  aspiring  to  that  high  post,  so  that  any  in  the  ap- 
one  to  whom  it  should  be  offered  would  certainly  accept  it ;  ofT succes- 
but  they  soon  found  that  they  were  mistaken,  for,  what  by  ^or  to  Lord 
reason  of  the  instability  of  the  Court,  what  by  reason  of  the 
just  apprehension  men  might  have  of  succeeding  so  great  a 
man,  all  to  whom  the  Seals  were  offered  excused  themselves. 
After  a  few  days  they  were  given  to  Sir  Natiiax  Wright, 
in  whom  tliere  was  nothing  equal  to  the  post,  much  less  to 
him  who  had  lately  filled  it."  *    The  occasional  occurrence  of 
such    elevations    seems   wisely   contrived   by   Providence    to 
humble  the  vanity  of  those  who  succeed  in  public  life,  and  to 
soften  the  mortification  of  those  who  fail.     But  this  dull  man 
actually  held  the  Great  Seal  above  five  years,  acting  as  Lord 
Keeper  to  two  English  monarchs,  and  it  therefore  becomes 
my  duty  to  give  some  account  of  his  origin  and  of  his  career. 

Sir  Nathan  Wright  was  the  son  of  a  clergyman,  the  Kev.    Birth  of  Sir 
Ezekiel  Wright,  B.  D.,   Rector  of  Thurcaston,  in  the  county   Wright. 
of  Leicester,  —  where  he  was  born  on  the  11th  of  February, 
1653,     In  1668  he  was  entered  of  Emanuel  College,   Cam- 
Ijridge,  but   I  find  nothing  more  of  liim  academically.      lie   Education, 
studied  the  law  for  seven  years  in  the  Inner  Teiiiiile,  and  is 
said  to  have  attended  diligently  at  "  nu)t)ts  "  and  "readings." 
His  father  died  when  he  was  very  young,  leaving  him  a  mo- 

*    Huriu't,  iii.  '.V.i.'i. 
VOL.    l\.  \{ 
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CHAP.     dei*ate  fortune.      Upon   this,  in  his  twenty-third   year,  he 
^■^^^"      married,  and  while  it  Listed,  he  rather  neglected  his  profes- 


sion  :  but  alarmed  by  an  encreasing  family  and  decreasing 
means,  he  looked  out  for  clients,  and  he  acquired  a  consider- 
able share  of  plodding  business.  Although  he  found  it 
convenient  to  turn  out  a  very  stanch  Tory,  he  seems  to  have 
started  as  a  Whig,  for  having  been  elected  Recorder  of  Lei- 
cester, in  1 680,  he  was  removed  from  the  office,  and  replaced 
by  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  in  the  year  1685,  the  town 
being  then  deprived  of  its  charter; —  and  he  was  reappointed 
in  1688,  when  municipal  corporations  were  revived  on  the 
approach  of  the  Prince  of  Orange. 
April  11.  Ij^  1692,  he  was  called  to  the  degree  of  Serjeant  at  Law, 

1692.  with  thirteen  other  utter  barristers,  to  whom  Lord  Commis- 

He  is  called      .  ,     ,     .        .  i  •        •        i 

Serjeant.  sioncr  ircvor,  when  they  delivered  their  rings  to  mm  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  addressed  an  eloquent  discourse  on  the 
duties  of  their  new  degree.  He  now  had  a  controversy  (and 
it  then  seemed  probable  that  he  never  would  be  engaged  in 
one  more  important),  "  whether  he  was  entitled  to  precedence 
over  his  brother  Bonithon,  to  whom  he  was  junior  as  a  bar- 
rister, but  whose  writ  was  tested  after  his,  although  the  writs 
were  returnable  the  same  day  ? "  The  future  Lord  Keeper 
succeeded  in  this  noble  strife  against  "  brother  Bonithon,"  — 
and  yet  the  same  question  being  afterwards  raised  before 
himself  holding  the  Great  Seal,  on  another  call  of  Serjeants, 
— to  the  horror  of  Westminster  Hall  he  decided  in  favour 
of  "  ancicnty  of  standing  "  against  "  priority  of  writ."  * 
He  is  made  Profcssiug  to  Support  the  government,  —  in  1696,  by  the 
ieanf  and"^  ^'^^our  of  Loi'd  Soiiievs  lic  was  callcd  within  the  bar  as 
knighted.  King's  Scijcant,  and  he  received  the  honour  of  knighthood. 
He  practised  almost  exclusively  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  exce})t  -when  "  riding  the  Midland  Circuit,"  but  notice 
is  taken  of  a  few  extraordinary  cases  in  which  he  Avas  em- 
ployed. On  the  trial  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick  before  the 
Peers,  for  murder,  he  was  leading  counsel  for  the  Crown, 
but   he   satisfied   himself  wltli   reading  over  the  Indictment, 

•  See  1  Lord  Ilaymond,  fiO-1.  In  a  note  to  "  Nicholls'  Leicester"  it  is  ob- 
served that  '•  perhaijs,  in  the  language  of  Plowden,  he  wouhl  say,  'that  when  he 
was  to  ilttirmiiiv  far  aiiothir,  nut  for  himsilf.  the  case  was  altered.""' 
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leaving  the  statement  of  the  case  to  the  Attorney  General*;     CHAP. 
—  he  made  a  speech  to  the  Jury,  in  prosecuting  a  lady  at 
the  Old  Bailey  for  forging  a  bond  for  40,000/.,  and  obtained 
a  conviction,  with  a  sentence  of  fine  —  forgeiy  being  then 
only  a  misdemeanour  at  common  law  f ;  —  and  he  gained  some 
little  distinction  by  what  really  appears  to  have  been  rather  a 
spirited  harangue,  delivered  by  him  at  the  bar  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  in  support  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  divorce, 
which  was   supposed  to  have  carried  the  bill  through,  not- 
withstanding a  strong  opposition  to  it.  J     But  he  never  was   His  obscu- 
himself  a  member  of  parliament,  and   hardly  aspiring  to  be  "tywiicn 
a  puisne  Judge,  much  less  Attorney  or  Solicitor  General,  Keeper, 
his  real  ambition  was  to  retain  his  snug  business  at  the  bar, 
and  "  to  die  a  Nisi  Prius  leader."  § 

What  then  must  have  been  his  astonishment  when  in  the 
month  of  May,  1700,  he  received  an  offer  of  the  Great  Seal ! 
We  must  consider  how  many  had  already  refused  it ;  that  he 
was  considered  a  sound  lawyer  ;  that  previous  equity  training 
was  not  then  much  thought  of ;  that  he  was  a  man  of  decent 
character ;  that  he  professed  high  church  principles,  which 
were  now  gaining  the  ascendency  ;  and  that,  seeing  the  decline 
of  the  Whigs,  he  had  for  some  time  renounced  all  their  errors. 
It  is  said  that  even  he  hesitated  before  he  would  agree  to 
touch  the  Great  Seal  (in  such  bad  order  was  it) ;  but  he  had 
lately  had  a  severe  fit  of  illness,  whicli  rendered  it  doubtful 
whether  he  could  much  longer  undergo  the  fatigues  of  bar- 
practice.  He  consented,  therefore,  —  and  without  trying  to 
make  any  stipulation  for  peerage,  grant,  or  pension. 

The  Great  Seal  was  delivered  to  him  by  King  William  at   He  is  sworn 
Hampton  Court,  on  the  21st  of  May,  1700,  and  he  was  at  tiie 
same  time  sworn  a  Privy  Councillor.  |! 


"    l:?  St.  Tr.  939.  9.J4.  f   H)-  I'-'.'^O.  \    II).  I. ■^.■■;.-;. 

ij    Memoirs  of  Mr.  Siirrehuttor's  ))rofessi()nal  career. 

"  Deaf  as  a  post,  and  thick  a.s  mustard, 
lie  aiiii'd  at  wit,  and  Ijawl'd  and  blnster'd, 
Av(l  died  (I  Xisi  I'riiin  Iciidir  — 
Tiiat  "Renins  was  my  Special  Pleader." 

Il  Losnos  Gazetpk. — "Hampton  Court,  May  '_'I.  1  T(X).  Ills  Majesty  in 
Council  was  this  <lay  pleased  to  commit  the  custody  of  the  (ireat  Seal  to  the 
Uii;ht  Honourable  Sir  Nathan  Wrijiht,  Kniiiht,  one  of  liis  Majesty's  Scrjeants- 

K   •_' 
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CHAP.  I  do  not  find  any  record  of  his  inauguration  in  Westminster 

^^^^'  Hall,  but  this,  no  doubt,  took  place  about  a  fortnight  after- 
^^~k|^.  wards,  on  the  first  day  of  Trinity  Term.  He  showed  a  laud- 
petency.  able  consciousncss  of  his  own  deficiency,  by  having  a  treatise 
compiled  for  him  to  teach  him  the  rudiments  of  Equity.  This 
MS.  is  extant,  and  is  entitled  "  Rules  and  Practice  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  with  a  Complete  Index."  At  the  con- 
clusion is  the  following  memorandum.  "  N.  B.  This  Tract 
Avas  drawn  up  for  the  use  of  Sir  Nathan  Wright  when  he  was 
made  Lord  Keeper." 
Wrong  de-  In  the  first  important  case  which  came  before  him  he  got 
him""  ^^  wrong.*  A  testator  having  bequeathed  "  15/.  a  piece  to  each 
of  his  relations  of  his  father's  and  mother's  side,"  left  several 
couslns-gcrman,  some  of  whom  had  children,  and  the  question 
was  "  whether  these  children  were  relations  of  the  testator 
within  the  meaning  of  the  bequest."  The  Lord  Keeper  held 
that  they  Avere;  and  they  had  their  151.  a  piece  as  Avell  as 
their  parents.  There  Avas  no  appeal,  probably  from  the  small 
amount  of  the  sums  in  dispute  ;  but  it  Avas  before  understood, 
and  it  has  often  been  decided  since,  that  such  a  bequest  is 
limited  to  relations  Avho  would  take  as  next  of  kin  under  the 
"  Statute  of  Distributions."  t 
Other  cases  One  of  the  most  remarkable  decrees  pronounced  by  him 
by  iiim  '^  AvliUc  hc  Avas  In  office,  Avas  that  for  dissolving  the  Savoy, 
(July  13.  1702) ;  and  in  the  same  year,  ( Nov.  30.)  he  reversed 
a  decision  of  his  great  predecessor.  Lord  Somers,  touching  a 
right  of  dower.  On  a  bill  of  review  brought  upon  this 
reversal.  Lord  CoAvper,  C,  declared,  that  as  the  title  of  the 
AvldoAv  to  dower  Avas  a  point  of  right  so  doubtful  that  tlic 
Court  had  held  ditfcrent  opinions,  and  as  the  decree  last  made 
had  l)ecn  so  long  miqucstloncd,  his  Lordship  did  not  think 
fit  to  vary  it.  J 

The  case  before  Lord  Keeper  Wright  Avliich   excited   tlie 

•at- Law,  with  the  title  of  Lord  Keeper  of  the  C.reat  Seal  of  Eiifrlaiid  ;  and  the 
usual  oaths  of  Privy  ('ouncillor  and  Lord  Keeper  being  administered  to  him 
accordin-rly,  he  took  his  jjlace  at  the  board." 

♦   Jones  V.   lii'ule,  T.  T.  1700.  ;    2  Vern.  ;!8]. 

f    f.'iii/d-  V.  C'di/ir,  2  A'ern.  .'j.'JS. 

t  .5tli  Dee.  171.5,  it  was  finally  affirmed  in  Dom.  I'roc.  on  appeal.  J<iurnals, 
II.  ()f  Lords,  vol.  XX.  p.  4.58.;  'l  Pr.  P.  C.  597.  fol.  ed.  ;  Lavrincc  v.  Luuiciicr, 
1   Freeman,  2:54. 
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greatest  interest,  was  one  of  the  same  class  as  Stradlinn  v.      CHAP. 
.                                                                                           CXII. 
Stiles,  respecting  the  "  pye-balled  horses."  *     Here  the  words   *_ 

were,  "  I  give  my  house,  and  all  the  goods  and  furni- 
ture therein,  to  my  son  Robert,  except  the  ■pictures,  which  I 
give  to  my  sons  James  and  Edxcard.''''  f  The  testator  had  been 
a  very  great  picture  fancier,  and  was  constantly  changing  his 
pictures.  He  bought  many  after  making  his  will,  and  he  had 
many  pictures  hung  in  a  gallery,  and  many  packed  up  in 
boxes  in  the  house.  The  Lord  Keeper  held,  with  general  ap- 
pro])ation,  that  the  whole  of  the  pictures  of  which  the  testator 
died  possessed  went  to  James  and  Edward. 

He  seems  to  have  been  very  cautious  ;  and  although  his 
insufficiency  was  often  dwelt  upon,  he  was  allowed  to  mean 
fairly.  I  find  only  one  of  his  decrees  reversed  on  appeal.  % 
On  questions  of  difficulty  he  prudently  called  in  the  assist- 
ance of  Holt,  and  other  common  law  Judges.  §  Although 
there  were  always  heavy  comj)laints  of  his  slowness,  he  con- 
trived for  some  time  to  get  throuji^h  the  business  of  the  Court 
with  decent  credit :  but  arrears  grew  upon  him,  and  his 
health  declining,  "  the  delays  of  Chancery"  Averc  resounded 
more  loudly  than  at  any  former  period,  and  before  the  end  of 
his  five  years  there  was  a  general  wish  that  the  Great  Seal 
should  be  taken  from  such  feeble  liands. 

On  the  20th  of  June,   1700,  he  first  sat   Speaker  in  the   He  nets  as 
Lords,  and  he  constantly  occupied  the  woolsack  during  the  tile  Lords. 
sittings  of  the  House,  while  he  continued  to  hold  tlie  Great 
Seal  —  merely  putting  the  question,  and  having  no  infiuence 
over  their  proceedings. 

On  the  prosecution  of  Lord  Somcrs  and  the  late  ministers 

*■  Ucportud  l)y  Martimis  Si'iihlorus,  whore  tlio  (|iicstion  was  "  wlietluT,  iiiulcr 
a  ln'(|ia'st   of  i'.U   tliu  testator's   hUuk  mid  ichite  Imrses,  i'yf.-ii.\i.li;i)  horses  should 

IKi-S." 

t  Uniich  V.  Ilimmond.  Pre.  Ch.  -101.;  Aiioii.  I  P.  Wni'^.  :V2~ .  ;  IhmUnq  v. 
(.Iijii,  1   Atk.    U)!).  ;    Siuilh  V.  (\iiiiplull.   l!)  \'esey,  -KX).  ;    Coop.  ■_':,■;. 

f  I'. art  of  llitiiliiujtoit  V.  Coii/itf.ss  iif  Iln ntiiiiihni ,  '2  \'ern  IST.,  re^iu'etiiijr  the 
redem|)tioii  of  a  inortfia^je.  —  lie  seems  to  have  exereised  an  iudepeiulent  iiidfr- 
iiieiit  in  putting  the  (Jreat  Seal  to  commissions  which  the  jrovernmeiit  wished  to 
pa^s  \'ernon,  under  date  .lune  129.  1700,  s))eaking  of  tlie  commissions  to  autho- 
ri--e  tlu'  slii|)s  of  tlie  East  India  Company  to  capture  jjirates,  says  —  "  IMv  Lord 
.Jersey  l.itely  sent  one  of  these  commissions  to  my  Lord  Keepir,  v.itij  a  wairant 
to  affix  the  Cireat  Se.d  to  it  ;    iiut  lie  boggles  at  it,  and  taLis  it  lo  he  illi'gal." 

§    See  Xnilhum  v.    Smith,  '_'  \'ern.  -Ifi;! 

K   ;i 
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CHAP,      impeached  along  with  hun,  the  Lord  Keeper  was  very  un- 

willingly  the  organ  of  the  House  of  Lords,  in  announcing  their 

Lordships'  "  Resolutions,"  which  refused  the  requisition  of 
the  Commons  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to 
regulate  the  trials  —  which  called  upon  them  peremptorily  to 
proceed  to  make  good  their  charge  —  and  which  pronounced 
a  verdict  of  acquittal.*  Having  been  brought  forward  by 
the  Tories,  he  naturally  attached  himself  zealously  to  that 
party,  and  was  very  desirous  that  the  Whig  leaders  should 
be  convicted. 
A  Lord  ^g  often  as    the    King    went    abroad,  the  Lord  Keeper 

Justice.  •         1         T        T     T        •  •  •  1  •     • 

was  appointed  a  Lord  Justice,  coming  in    the   commission 
of  regency  after  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Princess 
Anne    being    still    excluded ;    but    during    this  reign,  even 
when  the  Tories   were    most    powerful,    he  was  not  at    all 
listened    to    in    the    Cabinet,    and    he    seldom    ventured  to 
offer  any  opinion,  unless  it  were   for  more  severe  measures 
against  the  Dissenters. 
About  to  be       When  the    reaction    took    place    on    the    recognition    by 
at  the  end     Louis  XIV.  of   the    PHncc    of   Wales    as    King  of  Great 
?f..^.'"S,       Britain,  and  a  Whigglsh  House  of  Commons  was  about  to 
reign  assemble.  Lord  Keeper  Wright  laid  his  account  with  speedy 

dismission,  and  his  worst  fears  seemed  confirmed  by  the  mor- 
tifying fact,  that  without  himself  being  consulted,  the  King's 
speech  was  prepared  by  the  Ex-chancellor  Lord  Somers. 
But  his  position  was  very  suddenly  altered  by  the  death 
of  William,  before  the  contemplated  changes  in  the  govern- 
ment could  be  carried  into  effect. 
A  great  Wright  had  been  represented  to  Anne  as  a  devoted  friend 

with  Queen  ^o  the  Church,  and  upon  her  accession  she  Avas  much  pleased 
Anne.  with  tlic  thought  of  having  him  for  "  Keeper  of  her  Con- 

science," —  more  especially   on   account  of  the  very  strong 
prejudice  which  she  had   Ijccn  tauglit  to  foster    against  his 
predecessor. 
March  8.  \\  ],er  first  Council  held  on  the  day  of  William's  death, 

Hercotn-     ^'1'  Natliuu  Wright   surrendering  the   (ircat    Seal   into   her 
pliinent  to     li;inds,    slic  iustuutly    returned  It  to  him,    with  the   title  of 

him  in  re-       _  .  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  , 

turning  the   Lord  Ivcepcr,  saying,   "  that  she  w<juld  not  have  done  so,  ir 

•    Ante,  p.  1(;1. 
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there  had  been  a  worthier  man  in  the  kingdom  to  whom  she     CHAP, 
could  have  delivered  it."     He  was  again  publicly  installed      *-Xll- 

in  the  office,  on  the  first  day  the  Courts  sat  in  the  following  q^^^j^  g^^j 

Easter  Term.*  to  him. 

Marlborough  and  Godolphin    being   now    completely  ab-  hj^  con- 

sorbed  in  foreign  aifairs,  and  resolved  to  carry  on  the  plans  ''"'"^ "  ith 

of  the  Grand  Alliance,  which  their  party  had  strongly  commis- 

condemned  while  in  opposition,  left  for  a  time  the  adminis-  ^'*^"^  °*  **'^ 

,  peace. 

tration  of  the  government  at  home  very  nmch  in  the  hands  of 
the  Lord  Keeper,  and  the  more  violent  high-church  section 
of  the  Cabinet.  The  consequence  was  that  Lord  Somers  was 
not  allowed  to  be  sworn  of  the  Privy  Council  to  the  Queen, 
and  that  his  name  was  struck  out  of  the  commission  of  the 
peace,  even  in  his  native  county.  At  the  same  time  many 
magistrates  were  removed  along  with  him,  who  had  been 
appointed  while  he  held  the  Great  Seal  for  being  well  affected 
to  the  Revolution,  and  they  were  replaced  by  others  Avho 
laboured  under  the  suspicion  of  Jacobitism.  This  system 
seems  to  have  been  acted  ui)on  to  a  great  extent  for  a  long 
while,  but  at  last  (as  we  shall  sec)  it  drew  down  the  strong 
animadversion  of  parliament. 

Although  Wright's  influence  was  now  supposed  to  be  nmch 
greater  tlian  it  had  been  under  William,  he  docs  not  seem  to 
have  interfered  beyond  the  exercise  of  the  functions  inune- 
diately  connected  with  his  office.  He  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Queen's  speech  at  the  opening  and  close  of  the  session 
beyond  handing  it  to  her  Majesty,  and  he  never  addressed 
the  two  Houses  except  when  announcing  the  j)rorogation  in 
her  name. 

The  only  opportunity  he  had  for  oratorical  disjjluy  was  in   He  returns 
returning  thanks,  by  order  of  the   House,   to   the  Duke  of  "'•''"'^^♦" 


the  Dukt 


*  "  I70'J,  April  'Ji). — (beiiif;  tlie  first  day  tlie  Courts  sat  in  U'estuiiiistcr 
this  term   l)y   reasou  of  lier  ^laj.  writts  of  adjonrruneiit) 

"  Sir  Xiil/iiiii  H'rit/hfi'  haviuij  iuuuediately  after  the  deeease  of  the  late  Kiiiji 
delivered  tlie  Great  8eal  to  her  i)reseiU  INIijesty,  (Jueen  Aiuie,  and  received  it 
from  her  ajxaiu  as  Lord  Keeper,  came  this  'J9th  of  April  into  tlie  Court  of 
Chancery,  aeeomi)anied  with  the  IMaster  of  the  lloUs,  .luii^es,  Kinj^'s  .Serjeants, 
and  Coiuicill,  and  there  standing;  ui  his  ))lace  i)efore  lie  entered  ujion  l)u^ine^s, 
took  the  oath  of  the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Creat  Seal  of  l",ni:land,  the  blaster  of 
the  Rolls  holdiiijx  the  ho(ik,  the  oath  heinij;  read  hy  (ieori^e  Wriglitc  Clerk  of 
tlie  Crown.'      l'\.l.  Ml.       Roll   1  701  — I  7  II. 

R   -1 
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CIJ  AP.  Marlborough  for  the  great  victories  obtained  over  the  French, 
ex  1 1.  i^hug^  on  the  hero's  return  after  the  battle  of  Blenheim,  we 
^f  j^jg^,  find  the  following  entry  in  the  Journals  :  —  "  The  House 
borough  for  understanding  that  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  was 
onMcn-  come  to  town ;  and  being  very  sensible  of  the  great  and 
heiin,  singular  service  done  by  him  to  her  Majesty  and  this  kingdom, 

1 704.  and  the  honour  he  has  done  the  English  nation  :  It  is  there- 

upon ordered  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parlia- 
ment assembled,  that  the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  of 
England  do  (when  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  is  present)  give 
him  the  thanks  of  this  House  for  the  same." 

Accordingly,  on  the  following  day,  the  Duke  being  present 
in  his  place,  Lord  Keeper  Wright  thus  addressed  him :  — 
"  My  Lord  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
"  The  happy  success  that  has  attended  her  Majesty's  arms, 
under  your  Grace's  command,  in  Germany,  the  last  campaign, 
is  so  truly  great,  so  truly  glorious  in  all  its  circumstances, 
that  few  instances  in  the  history  of  former  ages  can  equal, 
much  less  excel,  the  lustre  of  it. 

"  Your  Grace  has  not  overthrown  young  unskilful  generals, 
raw  and  undisciplined  troops :  but  your  Grace  has  conquered 
the  French  and  Bavarian  armies ;  armies  that  were  fully  in- 
structed in  all  the  arts  of  war,  select  veteran  troops,  flushed 
with  former  victories,  and  commanded  by  generals  of  great 
experience  and  bravery. 

"  The  glorious  victories  your  Grace  has  obtained  at  Schal- 
lenburgh  and  Ilochstct  are  very  great,  very  illustrious,  in 
themselves ;  Init  they  are  greater  still  in  the  consequences  to 
her  Majesty  and  to  her  allies.  The  Emperor  is  thereby  re- 
lieved ;  the  empire  itself  is  freed  from  a  dangerous  enemy  in 
the  very  bowels  of  it ;  the  exorbitant  power  of  France  is 
checked ;  and,  I  hope,  a  happy  step  made  towards  the  reducing 
of  that  monarch  witliin  liis  due  bounds,  and  sccurino;  the 
liberties  of  Europe. 

"  The  lionour  of  tlicsc  glorious  victories,  great  as  tlicy  are, 
under  the  immediate  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  is  chiefly,  if 
not  alone,  owing  to  your  Grace's  conduct  and  valour. 

"  This  is  the  unanimous  voice  of  England,  and  of  all  her 
Majesty's  allies. 
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"  My  Lord,  this  most  honourable  House  is  highly  sensible     CHAP. 
of  the  great  and  signal  services  your  Grace  has  done  her   ^_ 


Majesty  in  this  campaign,  and  of  the  immortal  honour  you 
have  done  the  English  nation ;  and  have  commanded  me  to 
give  your  Grace  thanks  for  the  same  ;  and  I  do  accordingly 
give  your  Grace  the  thanks  of  this  House  for  the  great 
honour  your  Grace  has  done  the  nation,  and  the  great  and 
signal  services  which  you  have  done  her  Majesty  and  this 
kingdom  in  the  last  campaign." 

When  the  dispute  arose  between  the  two  Houses  in  the  Nov.  1704. 
Aylesbury  case,  the  Lord  Keeper  was  strongly  inclined  to  j^qs.  ' 
take  the  part  of  the  Commons,  but  he  had  no  opportunity  of  His  con- 
expressing  his  opinion  in  the  House  of  Lords,  being  confined  Aylesbury 
to  put  the   question  upon   the  reversal  of  the  judgment  in  <=^^- 
Ashhy  V.  PVhite,  and  upon  the  several  resolutions  against  the 
right  of  the  other  plaintiffs  to  bring  actions  for  the  corrupt 
rejection  of  their  votes.     It  is  rather  surprising  that  he  was 
not  raised  to  the  peerage,  that  he  might  answer  the  Ex-clian- 
cellor  in  debate.       This  would  have  been  agreeable  to  the 
Queen ;  but  from  his  deficiency  in  speaking,  and  his  want 
of  constitutional  learning  and  general  information,   his  col- 
leagues thought  it  was  more  prudent  to  keep  him  silent.    Had 
he  possessed  much  courage,  he  might  have  gained  great  dis- 
tinction, for  he  might  have  liberated  by  his  own  single  au- 
thority in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  Paty  and  tlic  others  wlio  were 
committed  by  the  Commons.     After  they  had  been  remanded 
by  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  they  api)licd  to  him  for  a  writ 
o^  habeas  corpus,  which  was  granted  by  liim.*     But  his  heart 

*  •'  Anna  Dei  gratia  Ang.  Sco.  Fran,  et  Iliber.  Uegina,  Fidei  Defensor,  &c. 
Samucli  Powel  serv.  ad  anna  attend.  Ilonoral).  Dom.  Com.  ejus  de|)ut.ito 
et  deputatis,  S:dutem.  Preciiuinus  vobis  et  cuilibet  vestrum  (juod  cor])us  Jacol)! 
IVIontague  Ar.  nu])er  capt.  tt  in  custod.  vestra  vel  alicujus  vcl  iinius  vestrum  ut 
dicitur  detent,  sub  salvo  et  securo  conduct,  una  cum  die  et  causa  captionis  et 
detentionis  ])ied.  Jac.  Montague  quocunque  nomine  idem  Jac.  Montague  cen- 
seatur  in  eadem,  liabeatis  sen  ali(juis  vel  muis  vestnnn  heat  cor.  predilecto  et 
iidel.  nostro  ])ri'hon()ral).  Nathan  Wright  INIil.  Dom.  Cust.  Mag.  fSig.  nostri 
Angl.  ajHid  Dom.  Mansional.  suam  in  parochia  Sancti  I'^gidii  in  Campis  in  com. 
^lidd  immediate  i)ost  acception.  liujus  brevis  ad  faciend.  snbjaciend.  et  re- 
eijiiend.  ea  omnia  et  singula  qux-  dictus  dominus  Custos  Mag.  Sig.  nostri  Angl. 
de  eo  adtune  ibidem  cons,  in  hac  parte.  Et  lial)eatis  ali()uis  vel  onus  vestrum 
haheat  il)i  lioc  breve.  Teste  meipso  apud  Westni.  sexto  die  ^lartii  anno  regni 
nostro  tertia." 

Indcr.sed. — "  Per  statum  trlcesism.  prim.   Caroli  S.eundi   Regis. 

"  N.  Wiiiour,  C.  S." 
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^^^^f'  ^^^^^^  ^^^'  The  Commons  immediately  resolved  "  that  no 
commoner  of  England  committed  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons for  breach  of  privilege,  or  contempt  of  that  House, 
ought  to  be  by  any  writ  of  habeas  corpus  made  to  appear  in 
any  other  place,  or  before  any  other  judicature,  'during  that 
session  of  parliament  wherein  such  person  was  so  committed ; 
that  the  Serjeant-at-arms  do  make  no  return  of  or  yield  any 
obedience  to  any  such  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  for  such  his 
refusal  that  he  have  the  protection  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 
and  that  the  Lord  Keeper  be  acquainted  with  the  said 
resolutions,  to  the  end  that  any  such  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
may  be  superseded  as  contrary  to  the  laws  and  privileges  of 
this  House." 

The  Lords  construed  these  resolutions  into  a  threat  to 
commit  their  Speaker;  and  in  an  address  to  the  Crown, 
drawn  by  Lord  Somers,  say,  "  The  Lord  Keeper  is  a  com- 
moner, and  if  he  disobeys,  it  is  a  breach  of  privilege  ;  and 
if  they  should  carry  it  so  far  as  to  order  him  into  custody, 
he  may  seek,  but  is  not  to  have,  relief  from  any  habeas  corpus.^'' 

Wright  seems  to  have  been  afraid  of  being  sent  to  prison, 
or  to  have  been  swayed  by  a  wish  to  support  his  Tory  parti- 
zans  in  the  House  of  Commons,  for  he  called  a  meeting  of  the 
Judges,  and  they,  wuth  the  exception  of  Holt,  having  concur- 
red in  the  opinion  that  "neither  the  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal, 
nor  any  Judge  or  Court  of  Justice,  could  examine  a  commit- 
ment by  either  house  of  parliament  for  a  breach  of  privilege,*' 
he  refused  to  liberate  the  Aylesbury  men,  and  they  remained 
in  custody  till  the  jn'orogation.  When  the  Crown  was 
petitioned  for  a  writ  of  error  to  the  House  of  Lords  u])on 
the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  "  quod  cognitlo 
captionis  et  detentionis  prajdictaj  non  pertinet  ad  curiam 
Dominaj  Regina?,"  all  the  Judges  except  one  having  given  an 
o[)inion  that  the  writ  was  dcmandable  ex  dcbito  justitia', 
leaving  the  question  to  be  decided  thereafter,  whether  a  writ 
of  error  lay,  —  and  the  Lords  having  resolved  tliat  it  was 
for  them,  upon  the  argument  of  the  writ  of  error,  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  lay,  and  not  for  the  Crown  by  refusing  it,  — 
lie  sh(jwcd  very  little  spirit  by  not  immediately  issuing  one 
under  the  Great  Seal,   which  was   his   pcculi:ir  function,  Itut 
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he  hesitated,  and  the  House  of  Lords  having  addressed  the  CHAP. 
Queen  to  direct  the  writ  of  error  to  issue,  he  concurred  in 
advising  her  equivocating  answer :  "  My  Lords,  I  should 
have  granted  the  writ  of  error  desired  by  this  address,  but 
finding  it  absolutely  necessary  to  put  an  immediate  end  to 
this  session,  I  am  sensible  there  could  have  been  no  further 
proceedings  upon  it."  *  A  dissolution  of  parliament  soon 
followed. 

Although  the  Tories  had  been  so  powerful  in  the  House  of  -April  5. 
Commons,  Marlborough  and  Godolphin  had  been  gradually   Returning 
leaving  that  party,  and,  adopting  not  only  the  foreign  policy  fortune  of 
but  the  principles  of  domestic  administration  of  the  Whigs, 
were  admitting  Whig  leaders  into  the  Cabinet  as  fast  as  the 
prejudices  of  the  Queen  would  permit.     The  brilliant  suc- 
cess of  the  war  against  France  had  given  great  popularity 
to  those  who  planned  it,  and  the  elections  went  very  much 
in  their  favour.     "  When  the  elections  were  all  over,  the 
Court  took  more  heart :  for  it  appeai'cd  that  they  were  sure 
of  a  great  majority,  and  the  Lord  Godolphin  declared  himself 
more  openly  than  he  had  done   formerly  in   favour  of  the 
Whigs.     The  first  instance  given  of  this  Avas  the  dismissing   T-ord 
of  Wright,  who  had  continued  so  long  Lord  Keeper  that  he   -\\>^iTit  to 
was  fallen  under  a  higli  degree  of  contempt  with  all  sides,   '^^^  'I's- 
—  even  the  Tories,  though   he  was  wholly  theirs,   dcsjjising 
him."  t 

He  had  personally  fallen  into  such  general  disrespect,  that   ^Motion 
even  if  the  general  character  of  the  administration  had  re-  '■»p""^t '"'" 

'^  _  al)out  tlie 

mained  unchanged,  he  must  soon  have  been  removed,  notwith-  appoint- 
standing  the  liking  that  the  Queen  liad  conceived  for  him.   In   '"'^'"'  °* , 

,  ,  magistrates. 

the  session  of  1704,  he  hud  been  much  damaged  by  a  motion 
in  the  House  of  Lord:?  respecting  his  appointment  and  remo- 
val of  magistrates.  "  jSIany  gentlemen  of  good  estates 
and  ancient  families  had  been  of  late  put  out  of  the  commis- 
sion, for  no  other  visible  reason  but  because  they  had  gone  in 
heartily  to  the  llevolution,  and  had  continued  zealous  for  the 
late  King.      This  seemed  done  on  design  to  mark  tliem,  and 

'    1  1  St.  'I'r.  (;9,)-8yO.  ;   «  Pari.   Hist.  :)T(; — -136. 
t    lUaiK't,  iv.   122. 
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CHAP,     to  lessen  the  interest  they  had  in  the  elections  of  members  of 
'  parliament :  and,   at  the  same  time,  men  of  no   worth  nor 

estate,  and  known  to  be  ill  affected  to  the  Queen's  title,  and 
to  the  Protestant  succession,  were  put  in,  to  the  great  en- 
couragement of  ill-designing  men.  An  address  was  moved 
to  the  Queen,  complaining  of  the  commissions  of  the  peace, 
in  which  the  Lords  delivered  their  opinion  that  such  as  would 
not  serve  or  act  under  the  late  King,  were  not  fit  to  serve 
her  Majesty."  *  In  the  course  of  the  debate,  it  came  out 
that  the  name  of  Lord  Somers  having  been  removed  fron\  all 
commissions  of  the  peace,  had  never  yet  been  restored,  even 
for  the  county  in  which  he  was  born,  or  that  in  which  he 
resided.  The  vote,  which  was  carried,  amounted  to  an 
address  for  the  dismissal  of  the  holder  of  the  Great  Seal,  thus 
charged  with  having  abused  its  powers. "  f 

If,  by  such  proceedings,  he  made  himself  obnoxious  to 
one  party,  he  ingratiated  himself  Avith  another.  But  he 
incurred  the  contempt  of  all  sides  by  his  vacillation  and 
pusillanimity  in  the  Aylesbury  case,  and  the  delays  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  were  now  such  as  to  amount  to  a  denial 
of  justice. 
Oct.  ]i.  For  all  these  reasons,  before  the  new  parliament  assembled, 

?J"'''  r      r  the  Great  Seal  was  taken  from  him,  and  delivered  to  that  jjreat 

1  r;msti.'r  of  ^  o 

tiic  Croat  orator,  lawyer,  and  statesman,  William  Cowpek.  The  dif- 
lord^"  ficulty  was  to  reconcile  the  Queen  to  this  transfer,  but  it  was 
Copper.  at  last  accomplished  through  the  influence  of  the  Duchess  of 
Marl])orough,  Avhich  was  still  irresistible.  Sarah  represents 
the  whole  as  her  own  doing,  although  on  this  occasion  she 
Avas  only  acting  as  projn})tcd  by  her  husband  and  CJodoli)hin. 
"  I  prevailed  with  her  Majesty  to  take  the  Great  Seal  from 
Sir  Xathan  Wright,  a  man  despised  by  all  parties,  of  no  use 
to  the  Crown,  and  whose  weak  and  wretched  conduct  in  the 

*   4  15urnct,  )).   '>'.'>. 

I  Sir  Natliaii,  nailed  to  tlie  woolsack  witli  his  toiifjue  tied,  imist  liavc  felt 
very  iiiicoinfortahle  (liirin;jj  this  dehafe  in  wliicli  he  was  so  spoken  at.  \'ernon. 
in  a  letter  dated  May  :51.  1704,  thus  describes  it:  "  My  Lorti  Keeper  had  nianv 
rid)s  ■^iveii  him  about  peisons  put  in  and  left  out  of  the  Commissions;  par- 
ticidarly  that  my  Lord  Somers  was  left  out  of  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  of 
Worcestershire,  whicli  tliey  told  him  was  the  more  scandalous,  since  tiiat  Lord 
liad  sal  on  that  ■ivoolsack  with  more  reputation  than  those  that  came  either 
lulbre  him  or  after  him." 
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Court  of  Chancery  had  almost  brought  his  very  office  into 
contempt."  * 

During  his  tenure  of  office  he  had  amassed  immense  wealth, 
and  he  immediately  retired  to  one  of  the  estates  he  had  pur- 
chased, Chaldecott,  in  Warwickshire.!  There  he  lived  in 
complete  seclusion  till  he  died,  almost  forgotten,  on  the  4th 
of  August,  1721.$ 

He  was  buried  in  the  parish  church,  where  there  Avas 
erected  to  his  memory  an  elegant  tablet  of  white  marble, 
bearing  his  arms  finely  emblazoned,  with  his  motto  "  Unica 
VIRTUS  NOBILITAS,"  and  the  following  inscription  :  — 

M.  S. 
pR^.NOBiLis  viRi  D.  NATHAN  WRIGHT,  Eq   auii. 

QUI   QUIKfJUE   ANNOS 

MACISTRATU   FUNCTUS  DNI  CUSTODIS  M.    SIGILLI   ANGI.Ii*:, 

^KQUUS  P;T  integer,   AC  TANTO   nihil  IMrAR  MUNERI. 

SEDECIM   I'ROl'E   ANNOS,   QUOT   EXINPE   VIXIT, 

FAM^K   SATUR   ET  QUAM   MODICI  COMPOS  VOTIS 

EX   ANIMO  RURA   COI.UIT  VICINA, 

I'lUS  ET   IIUMANUS, 

A    OUOQUE   BONO   ET   PRUIIENTI   nESIDERATISSIMUS 

OBUT  AUGUSTI  '1-    ANNO   DNI    1721.    ^KTAT  SU^E  68.'' 


CHAP. 
CXIL 

Retreat  of 
Sir  N. 
Wright. 


His  death 
and  burial. 


Wc  need  not  dispute  that  he  was  amiable  in  jirivate  life,  Chaiactirs 
but  it  is  only  tlie  piety  of  a  descendant,  whicli  could  prompt 
tlic  assertion,  that  he  was  "  well  qualified  for  his  office." 
Another  panegyrist  is  John  Dunton,  who,  after  extolling  his 
talents  and  virtues,  says,  "  In  a  word,  he  excels  in  every 
grace  ;  but  his  great  hvnnility  is  the  most  shining  character  of 
all  his  actions,  and  his  large  charity  the  most  useful:"  un- 


*  Siie  adds,  satirically  ;  "  His  removal,  however,  was  a  great  loss  to  tlio 
Church,  for  which  he  iiad  ever  heen  a  warm  stickler.  And  this  loss  was  the 
more  sensihly  felt,  as  his  successor,  my  I>ord  Cowjjer,  was  not  only  of  the  M'hig 
jiarty,  but  of  such  abilities  and  inte>i;rity  as  brought  a  new  credit  to  it  in  the 
nation." — "  Account  of  her  Conduct,"  p.  \5i). 

f  He  likewise  bought  Hrokesly,  Ilurtsliill,  aiul  other  large  estates  in  Leices- 
tershire.—  Nich.  Leicest.  iii.   191.;   iv.  10;!(). 

\  It  has  l)een  snpjjosed  that  he  resumed  his  practice  at  the  bar,  because,  in 
l)ccenil)er,  1710,  Catherine  Hall,  Cambridge,  having  taken  the  (i])inion  of  Sir 
Kilward  N'orthey,  the  Attorney  CJeneral,  on  a  (juestion  in  whicli  they  were  in- 
terested, stated  that  they  were  in  ])OKsession  of  an  opinion  given  at  tlie  same  time 
l)y  Sir  Nathan  Wright,  in  which  he  referred  to,  and  ex])resse(l  his  concnrrence, 
in  the  opinion  of  Sir  K.  Ncutliey.  Bnt  the  Ex- Lord  Keeper  must  liave  t)een 
eonsnlted  only  as  a  frie;ul  of  the  Colk'ge  ;  and,  as  /ils  opinian  rust  not/tin;/,  accord- 
ing to  the  well-known  maxim,  proba!>lv,  it  ic<is  irarl/i  iint/iiiiij.  See  '_'  Huss.  & 
Myl.   Ch.   Hep.   .-;!/!). 
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CHAP,      fortunately  adding  this  climax,  "and  Mr.  Luke  Dunton,  my 
brother,  had  an  honourable  post  by  his  recommendation."* 

Burnet  says :  "  Wright  was  a  zealot  to  the  party,  and  w  as 
become  very  exceptionable  in  all  respects :  money,  as  was 
said,  did  every  thing  with  him ;  only  in  his  Court  I  never 
heard  him  charged  for  any  thing  but  great  slowness,  by 
which  the  Chancery  was  become  one  of  the  heaviest  grievances 
of  the  nation.f  He  was  sordidly  covetous,  and  did  not  at  all 
live  suitably  to  that  high  post.  He  became  extremely  rich, 
yet  I  never  heard  him  charged  with  bribery  in  his  Court,  but 
there  was  a  foul  rumour  with  relation  to  the  livings  of  the 
Crown  that  Avere  given  by  the  Great  Seal,  as  if  they  were 
set  to  sale  by  tlie  officers  under  him."^ 

In  Davis's  Characters  of  the  Court  of  Queen  Anne,  there 
is  the  foUoAving  account  of  him :  "  SiR  Nathan  AVrigiit  is 
son  of  a  clergyman  ;  a  good  common  lawyer,  a  slow  Chancellor, 
and  no  civilian.  Chance  more  than  choice  brought  him  the 
Seals."  §  Granger  says,  "  He  Avas  one  of  those  characters 
that  sometimes  chance  makes  great.  When  Lord  Somers  re- 
signed, never  was  such  a  change.  The  very  men  who  had 
erected  were  ashamed  of  worshipping  the  idol  they  had 
set  up.  This  weak  but  incorruptible  man  presided  in 
Chancery  until  1705,  when  he  was  fairly  hooted  out  of  it,  and 
Cowper,  a  luminary,  succeeded  him.  What  a  figure  does  he 
makebetwecn  two  such  characters  as  Somers  and  Cowper  ?"|1 
V""'^  To  show  his  wit,  as  well  as  his  honcstv,  an  anecdote  of 

Wright's       Inni  IS  related  which  1  must  not  suppress,  lest,  in  not  dis- 
■''^''*'  covering  point  in  his  joke,  the  dulness  should  be  imputable 

to  the  biographer.  "  A  watchmaker  who  had  a  cause  de- 
pending in  Chancery,  a  day  or  two  before  it  was  likely  to 
come  on,  sent  the  Lord  Keeper  a  present  of  a  very  fine 
time-piece,  but  the  upright  Judge  returned  it,  with  tliis 
messaije  :  '  /  have  no  (lo}iht  of  the  (/oodness  of  the  piece,  hvt 
it  lias  one  motion  too  much  for  ?y?r.'"^ 

While  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  law,  there  was  a  con- 
siderable improvement  introduced  into  the  administration  of 
criminal  justice,  the   credit  of  which   may  be   due  to  him, 

*    I.ifo  :ni(!   I'.rrors.  ]).  4'_'«.  f    Burnet,  iv.  5.1.  +    Ibiti.  iv.  122. 

i^    .Suift  ill  his  notes  on  this  work,  adds   "  v('r\j  rorc/oiis." 
ll     (iranger,  hy   Noble,  i.  '^'>.  '    Ibid. 
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although,  from  his  having  no  voice  in  parliament,  we  do  not     CHAP, 
exactly  know  how  he  viewed  it.     In  early  ages,  a  person 


accused  of  treason  or  felony  was  not  allowed  to  produce  wit-  improve- 

nesses  in  his  defence ;    and  down  to  the  beginning  of  the  ment  in 

reign  of  Queen  Anne,  although  witnesses  might  be  heard  t,.ia]s  ;„  ^j. 

for  the  prisoner,  they  were  examined  unsworn,  so  that  little  'owing  wit- 

ncssGs  for 

attention  was  paid  to  their  testimony.   But  by  1  Anne,  stat.  the  pri- 
2.  c.  9.,  it  was  enacted,  "  that  in  all  cases  of  treason  and  felony  soner  to  be 

/  .  /     examined 

witnesses  for  the  prisoner  shall  be  examined  upon  oath,  m  on  oath, 
like  manner  as  the  witnesses  against  him."     So  slowly  does 
prejudice   give   way,   that  near  a  century   and  a  half  still 
elapsed  before  he  was  allowed  the  benefit  of  counsel. 

Sir    Nathan   Wright    was    sufficiently    eminent    as    Lord  Satire  upon 
Keeper  to  be  made  the  subject  of  a  satire,  entitled  "  The     '™' 
Country  P^^rson's  honest  Advice  to  that  judicious 
Lawyer  and  worthy  Minister  of  State,  my  Lord 
Keeper  Wright,"  of  which  the  following  may  be  taken  as 
a  fair  specimen  :  — 

"  Be  wise  as  Somerset,  as  Somcrs  brave, 
As  Pembroke  airy,  and  as  Richmond  gn.vc, 
Humble  as  Orford  be,  and  Whartoiis'  zeal 
For  Church  and  Loyalty  would  fit  thee  well. 
Like  Sarum  I  would  have  thee  love  the  Church, 
He  scorns  to  leave  his  mother  in  the  lurch  ; 
For  the  well  governing  your  family 
Let  pious  Haversham  your  pattern  be. 
And  if  it  be  thy  fate  again  to  marry, 
AtuI  S — q — r's  (laughter  will  thy  year  out  tarry, 
May'st  thou  use  her  as  IMohun  his  tender  wife, 
And  may  she  lead  his  virtuous  Lady's  Life: 
To  siun  u]i  all,  Devonshires'  Chastity 
Bolton's  3Ierit,  Godolphin's  Probity, 
Halifax  his  Modesty,  Essex's  Sense, 
Montague's  ^Management,  Culpepper's  Pence, 
Tenison's  Learning,  and  Southampton's  Wit, 
Will  make  thee  for  an  able  statesman  fit." 

Soon  after  came  out  "  The  Locusts,  or  Ciiaxcery 
painted  TO  the  Life,  a  Poem."  The  jioet,  after  praising 
!^omc  of  the  common-law  judges,  thus  proceeds  :  — 

"  Enough  of  law,  my  I\Iuse,  now  Satyr  rise  Another 

.And  show  how  Chanc'ry's  stock'd  with  viilanios;  Satire 

Let  bitter'st  gall  for  ink  su])ply  thy  jun, 
Spare  not  their  crimes,  but  lash  the  worst  of  men  ; 
Accursed  crew  !  oh  !  coidd  I  make  'em  feel 
^Iv  biting  words  like  wounds  of  jierfcct  steel, 
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CHAP.  That  on  their  harden'd  consciences  I  may 

(^XII.  Like  the  tormenting  vulture  ever  prey  : 

Or  punish  them,  as  Midas  was  of  old, 
'^^^^~~'~  By  turning  every  limb  of  them  to  gold." 

He  then  comes  in  ironical  strains  to  the  Lord  Keeper,  and 
the  reforms  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  : 

"  Hold,  Satyr,  stop  the  venom  of  thy  sting; 
Rise,  brighter  Muse,  and  of  Trkbonius  sing ; 
Tell  all  the  world  how  justice  fills  that  seat, 
i\Iakes  England  happy,  and  Trebonius  great. 
Does  he  not  guide  his  conscience  by  the  law. 
And  l)y  that  conscience  keep  base  rogues  in  awe  ? 
Devouring  Harpies,  that  for  gold  would  sell 
Tiieir  country,  office,  or  themselves  to  hell. 
But  he  their  crimes  with  vengeance  will  pursue. 
And  give  to  tliem,  as  to  the  just,  their  due. 
See  but  how  bankrupts  are  twice  bankrupt  made 
15y  double  fees,  and  by  the  subtle  trade 
Of  secretaries,  sealers,  clerks,  and  knaves, 
That  lord  it  o'er  poor  suitors  as  their  slaves. 
But  let  such  in  eternal  flaines  expire, 
Gorgons  and  Hydras  and  Chimeras  dire." 

His  arms.  j  ^-^^j  every  disposition  to  do  justice  to  this  successor  of 

h  Becket,  Wolsey,  and  Bacon  ;  but  I  really  can  find  little  more 
to  relate  of  him,  except  that  his  arms  were,  "  Azure,  two  bars, 
argent,  in  chief  three  leopards'  heads  cabossed,  or  :  Crest,  a 
dragon's  head  coupe,  or.  Issuing  out  of  a  ducal  coronet,  or." 
Let  me  add,  "  He  was  a  plain  man  both  in  person  and  con- 
versation, of  middle  stature,  inclining  to  fat,  with  a  broad 
face,  much  marked  by  the  small-pox."  * 

His  son  rose  to  be  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  ;  but  I  cannot  find  that  the  family  ever  gained 
any  higher  distinction. 

larewell  to        J  liQpg  J  j^jj^y  now,  wlth   a   safc  conscience,   dismiss  the 

•  •         •  1  1   •  ni 

Keei)er        worthy    Scrjcant.      No  blame   is   nnputable   to  lum.      The 

>"  gi't-        marvel  is  that  the  Tory  party,  having  at  tills  time  to  boast  of 

a   Harcourt   and   other   accomplished   lawyers   as  adherents, 

should  so  long  have  submitted  to  tlic  degradation  of  such  a 

Lord  Keeper. 

"  Paulo  majora  cananuis  !" 
*    Nicli.    Leicest.  iii.  '215.  e(  saj. 
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CHAPTER  CXIII. 

LIFE   OF    LORD   COWPER   PROM   HIS    BIRTH    TILL    HIS   APPOINTMENT 
AS    LORD    KEEPER. 

We  now  coinc  to  a  holder  of  the  Great  Seal  whose  repu-     ^^^J^' 

tation  ever  outran  his  promotion,  who  was  a  credit  to  his   

party,  and  who   conferred  lasting  benefits   on  his   covintry.   Former 
His  Life,  if  written  near  his  own  times,  mi2;ht  have  been  "fgi^'^'  "^ 

,        ,      biography 

most  interestino; :    but  the  task  has  been   neglected  till  it  in  Eng- 


must  be  performed  under  great  disadvantages.  Very  un- 
accountably, from  the  latter  end  of  the  seventeenth  century 
till  past  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth,  biography  Avas  a  de- 
partment of  literature  almost  entirely  neglected  in  England. 
Little  curiosity  seems  during  that  period  to  have  existed 
respecting  the  private  history  of  men,  however  distinguished 
in  literature,  in  statesmanship,  or  in  magistracy.  Before  tlie 
last  work  of  Dr.  Johnson,  tlic  English  public  had  known  no 
more  of  many  of  their  eminent  poets  than,  till  very  recently, 
tliey  knew  of  many  of  their  eminent  lawyers.  What  is  to 
l)e  discovered  of  the  Chancellors  of  Anne  and  George  L 
must  be  searched  for  in  authors  who  have  incidentally  men- 
tioned them,  or  in  family  papers  casually  preserved,  —  and 
much  relating  to  them,  which  might  have  l)cen  both  amusing 
and  instructive,  has  irrecoverably  perished.  * 

*  "  Tlie  livos  of  siitli  tinliicnt  nitii,"  said  Lord  Henley  in  183.'!,  "as  Lord 
Stmiers  and  Lord  Ilardwieke,  liave  been  written  in  a  manner  totally  unworlliv 
o(  tlieir  liigli  reputation.  Of  I>ord  Nottingliani,  Lord  Holt,  nav,  even  of  the 
great    Lord    IManslield,  we    liave  still    but   meagre   and   inisatisfactory  accounts  ; 

whilst  of  the  Chancellors  Cowper,  Ilarcoiirt,  Macclesfield,  King,  and  Ualliot 

all  considerable  judges  and  statesmen  in  their  time,  and  )>rinci])al  actors  in  tlie 
great  jjolitieal  events  of  their  day  —  we  have  little  information  i)eyond  the 
scanty  notices  of  tlie  Peerage."  —  /,//!■  of  Lord  .Xnrlliiiu/ton,  ]).  :J.  Since 
Lord  Heidey's  comiilaint,  Lives  of  Lord  Cowper  and  several  other  eminent 
.ludgcs  have  a])])eare(l  in  the  Imu-  Maijaziiir,  and  have  been  re-])nblished 
i)y  my  friend  I\Ir.  AN'elsby.  Though  necessarily  labouring  luuler  the  defect  to 
which  I  have  referred,  they  display,  as  miglit  be  exi)ected,  talent  and  research, 
and  I  Ikhc  often  been  indebted  to  them.  It  is  only  becin^e  I  enjov  more 
K'i^nre,  and  1  liave  been  t'uniislied  with  a  lar:fe  body  of  original  materials,  that 
1  vtnture  to  continue  to  execute  tl'.e  plan  1  had  amionnced  of  writing  the  Lives 
VOL,  IV.  S 


land. 
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CHAP.         William  Cowper  is  a  rare  instance  of  a  man  bom  to  here- 

CXIII.      (ji^ary  rank  and  competent  fortune  rising  to  great  distinction 

Z.        \       in  the  profession  of  the  law  in  En2;land.     He  was  the  eldest 

L  owper  si  •-' 

family.         son  of  a  Baronet  of  ancient  descent,  and  possessed  of  good 

landed  estates  in  Kent  and  in  Hertfordshire. 
His  great-         jj^  ^^  rciffn  of  Edward  IV.   the  family  was  seated  at 

grand-  ^  •' 

father.  Strode,    in   Kent.      Soon  after   the    accession  of  James  I., 

William  Cowper,  the  head  of  it,  while  yet  a  very  young  man, 
was  made  a  Nova  Scotia  Baronet,  —  I  presume,  for  the  pe- 
cuniary consideration  usually  demanded  when  that  order  was 
instituted.  Afterwards,  being  a  favourite  of  Charles  I.,  an 
English  baronetcy,  then  considered  a  higher  distinction,  was 
conferred  upon  him.  He  is  chiefly  memorable  for  being  the 
first  of  the  line  Avho  rhymed*;  he  erected  a  monument  to 
the  author  of  the  "  Ecclesiastical  Polity,"  bearing  this  epitaph 
of  his  own  composition :  — 

"  Tho'  nothing  can  be  spoke  worthy  his  fame, 
Or  the  remembrance  of  that  precious  name, 
Judicious  Hooker  ;  tho'  this  cost  be  spent 
On  him  that  hath  a  lasting  monument 
In  his  own  books  ;   yet  ought  we  to  express 
If  not  his  worth,  yet  our  respectfuhiess." 

When  the  civil  war  broke  out,  he  adlicred  to  the  royal 
cause,  and,  with  his  son  Jolm,  he  was  long  imprisoned,  by 
order  of  the  parliament,  in  Ely  House,  Holborn.  There 
Joim  died,  leaving  an  infant  son,  William,  who  was  the  father 
of  the  Chancellor.  Old  Sir  William,  when  liberated,  retired 
to  Hertford  Castle,  which  he  had  purchased  and  fitted  up  as 
a  private  dwelling.  Having  seen  the  great  evils  which  had 
arisen  from  carrying  to  excess  high  church  and  high  preroga- 
tive principles,  — although  an  old  cavalier,  he  instilled  a  love 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  as  well  as  of  a  monarchical  form 
of  government,  into  the  mind  of  his  grandson,  Avho  became  a 
distinguished  "  Whig,"  when  this  designation  was  first  applied 
to  a  party  in  the  state  —  and  from  whom  sprung  a  long  suc- 
Ilis  pa-         cession  of  distln2;uished  AVhiu's.      The  first  baronet   havinjx 


rents. 


of  all  tlio  C'liancellors  down  to  tlie  reign  of  George  IV.  —  I  likewise  take  this 
opjiortunity  of  acknowledging  the  valuable  assistance  which  I  liave  on  several 
occasions  received  from  ."Nlr.  Townseiid's  "  History  of  the  House  of  Cuin- 
nioiis." 

*    Cow))ui-  the  jioct  was  lineally  de-cciuled  from  him. 


LORD   COWPER.  259 

died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  his  heir  soon  after  married     CHAP, 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Sir  Samuel  Holled,  of  London,  merchant,     cxiii. 
a  lady  of  great  accomplishments,  who  took  unwearied  pains 
with  the  education  of  her  children.     The  eldest  of  these  was  His  birth. 
William,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  born  in  the  castle  of 
Hertford  in  the  year  1664.     His  baptismal  register  has  not 
been  found,  and  the  exact  day  of  his  birth  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained.    His  parents  afterwards  resided  chiefly  in  London. 

Having  been  taught  to  read  by  his  mother,  he  was  sent  to  At  school. 
a  private  school  at  St.  Alban's.  There  lies  before  me  the 
original  of  a  letter  written  by  him  when  eight  years  of  age, 
which  I  cannot  resist  my  inclination  to  copy,  as  the  earliest 
known  composition  of  him  who  afterwards  refuted  Boling- 
broke's  most  powerfid  paper  in  the  "  Examiner,"  and  mate- 
rially influenced  the  destinies  of  the  empire : 

"  Dear  Mother, 

X^etters 

"  I  thanke  you  for  my  Bow  and  Arrows,  which  I  shall  from  him 
never  use  But  when  my  master  Gives  us  leave  to  i)lay.  I 
shall  hereafter  take  more  care  of  my  spelling  and  writing 
even  without  ruled  lines.  My  mistress  was  well  brought 
to  Bed  of  a  Daughter  on  Sunday  was  Scavcn-night,  who 
is  to  be  Christened  to  day.  I  hope  my  Brothers  John  and 
Spencer  are  both  very  Avell.  I  present  my  humble  Duty 
to  my  Father  and  iMotlicr,  with  my  love  to  my  Brothers, 
remaining 

"  Your  ever  obedient  Sonne, 

"  AViLLiAM  Cooper.* 

"  St.  Albans,  Oct.  27.  1G7'2." 

At  this  scliool  lie  continued  at  least  till  the  5th  of  August, 
1675,  as  there  is  a  letter  by  him  written  from  it  on  that  day 

•    Sir,  altbmii^li   ill  his  subsequent  letters  he  always  signs  his  name  Cowper. 
Tlicv  are  all  directed  — 

«  These 

l"or  my  ever  nonourcd 

IMother  the  Lahy  Cowi-kk, 

At  her  house  in  the 

Charter  hous  Yartl 

in 

I>oiidon." 

'I'hov  are  written  very  distinctly  in  larjie  text  —  J^ivini;;  earnest   vf  the  beautiful 

h.uul  which  Lord  Cowper  ;!C(iuired,  and  always  retained. 


to  his 
mother. 
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to  his  mother,  shoAving  that  he  had  been  aiming  at  a  more 
formal  style,  which  she  had  not  approved  of  and  had  sus- 
pected to  be  the  composition  of  the  usher :  "  Indeed,"  says 
he,  "  the  other  letter  was  my  own  indicting,  and  I  thought 
I  had  pleased  you  mighty  well,  but  since  you  like  the  other 
stile  best,  I  will  wright  so  hereafter." 

From  tills  time  till  he  was  entered  of  the  Middle  Temple, 
hardly  any  thing  is  known  of  his  education  or  his  history. 
He  certainly  never  was  at  any  university,  and  it  is  doubtful 
whether  he  ever  was  at  a  public  school,  although,  from 
evidence  given  on  his  brother's  famous  trial  at  Hertford  for 
murder,  there  seems  reason  to  think  that  they  were  both  for 
some  years  at  Westminster.  Whatever  was  the  nature  of  his 
tuition,  he  became  an  elegant  scholar,  and  he  acquired  a 
taste  for  polite  literature,  which  adhered  to  him  through 
life.* 

In  his  eighteenth  year  he  became  a  Templar,  more  with  a 
view  of  mixing  witli  the  good  society  and  acquiring  the 
fashionable  accomplishments  for  which  the  Inns  of  Court 
were  still  ccleljrated,  than  of  professionally  studying  the  law. 
But  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  some  black-letter  lawyers 
of  agreeable  manners,  who  gave  him  a  liking  for  their  craft, 
and  lie  had  fits  of  severe  application  to  legal  and  constitu- 
tional lore.  Afterwards  he  fell  into  bad  company,  and  was 
seduced  into  haunts  of  dissipation.  Ills  morals  for  a  time 
were  much  corrupted,  and  he  formed  a  connection  which  was 
the  pretence  for  the  charge  subsequently  so  boldly  and  perti- 
naciously l)rouglit  forward  against  him,  that  he  was  guilty  of 
bigamy,  lie  had  for  his  mistress  a  young  lady  in  rather 
a  rcspcctal)le  situation  of  life,  whose  family  lived  near  his 
father's  residence  in  Ilertfordslilre  f;  and  she  is  said  to  have 
bn^ight  him  two  children,  a  son  and  a  dau^rhter,  the  former 


*  ^Irs.  Manlcv,  siiealvint^  of  his  father  under  the  name  of  J'olpnnr,  in  licr 
c-aluniuious  manner,  says  — "  Whether  it  were  that  he  was  sordidly  eovetous,  or 
that  he  eould  not  spare  so  much  from  his  own  expences,  he  did  not  bestow  a 
liljeial  education  upon  his  son,  but  !)red  him  to  the  ))racticc  of  the  law  in  that 
manner  that  is  the  least  f^euerotis  and  most  corrupt;  but  Hkknando  (Lord 
C'ow|)er)  liad  natural  parts  that  surmounted  all  these  inconveniences." — \iw 
Atiihiiilis,i.  lit.).  Yet  her  friend  Swift  is  comiielled  to  admit  that  "lie  was 
what  we  usually  call  a  jiiece  of  a  scholar,  and  a  jrood  logical  reasoner." 

t    31l^•i  Eli/.abeth  Cullinir,  of  IlertiiigfouUnny  Park. 
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of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  the  latter  grew  up  to  woman-  CHAP. 
hood :  but  there  is  no  foundation  whatever  for  the  assertion 
that  he  had  married  her ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  calumnies 
of  Swift  and  Mrs.  Manley,  and  the  statement  with  which 
Voltaire  amused  Europe,  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England 
practised  and  defended  polygamy,  he  had  dropped  all  corres- 
pondence with  this  lady  before  he  was  introduced  to  either  of 
the  two  wives  whom  he  successively  led  to  the  altar. 

The  first  of  these  was  Miss  Judith  Booth,  daughter  of 
a  London  merchant,  a  young  lady  of  wit  and  beauty,  but  no 
fortune.  I  will  give  a  specimen  of  a  young  lawyer's  love- 
letter  in  the  reign  of  James  II. : 

"  To  Mrs.  Judith  Booth, 

"  Walbrooke, 
"  London. 

"  This  present.* 

"  Dearest  Madam, 
"  My  father  hatli  been  with  mc  and  employed  mc  some  Love  letter 
l)art  of  this  afternoon  Avith  himself,  and  hath  ordered  me  to  ^''^."^    ^^*' 

wife. 

make  some  inquiries  after  a  servant ;  so  that  I  must  be  worse 
than  my  desire  in  not  seeing  you  this  afternoon.  I  wish  my 
thoughts  that  are  so  often  with  you  when  I  am  not,  were 
not  invisible  :  then  you  might  save  yovu'sclf  the  trouble  of 
reading  such  like  notes,  and  see  at  one  view  how  discon- 
tented and  vexed  they  arc  when  I  cannot  waite  on  you.  You 
Avould  see  how  forward  and  impatient  they  grow  under  any 
other  business,  and  I'm  sure  without  farther  apology  would 
excuse  me  and  forgive  my  absence  fur  their  very  looks.  But 
since  this  cannot  be,  be  so  good  as  to  think  'em  truly  and 
plainly  cx})rcssed  in  this  paper  of 

"  Your  very  humble  and  afi'ectionate  Servant, 

"  "Will.  Cowpeu. 

"  Temple,  June  1 !).  — Hfj." 

The  match  was  an  imprudent  one,  for  he  was  still  only  a 

*  lie  usually  writes  this  eom))liineiitar_v  word  in  a  contracted  form,  at  tlie 
ri^lit  hand  hotioni  corner  of  the  letter,  thus:  "  pEsent."  Wlien  he  was  a  n)em- 
her  of  parliament,  on  the  opposite  corner,  he  wrote  "  IVaiik,  W.  C"owj)er,"  or 
"  Tree,  W.   ('o«per." 

s   :! 
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CHAP,     law  student  with  the    prospect  of  his  profession    being  to 
"  him  a  source  of  expence  rather  than  of  profit.     His  father  was 

His  mar-  Still  a  joung  man,  and  had  other  sons  to  provide  for.  Never- 
riage  and  thelcss  after  a  year's  courtship,  and  before  he  was  called  to  the 
tion.  bar,  the  marriage  was  celebrated.     Though  deeply  regretted 

by  his  family,  it  proved  his  salvation,  and  it  may  be  con- 
sidered the  foundation  of  all  his  future  prosperity.  Mrs. 
Cowper  was  soon  "  as  women  wish  to  be  who  love  their 
lords,"  and  he  saw  that  she  and  her  children  must  for  years 
depend  almost  entirely  upon  his  exertions.  He  therefore 
forthwith  set  himself  steadily  and  doggedly  to  work  to  fit 
himself  to  practise  as  an  advocate  in  Westminster  Hall.  No 
one  ever  had  by  nature  finer  qualities  for  that  profession  — 
a  handsome  figure,  a  most  intelligent  and  winning  counte- 
nance, a  silver-toned  voice,  a  quick  perception,  a  lively  ima- 
gination, and  "  a  head  for  the  law."  He  gained  considerable 
distinction  in  the  "  moots,''''  which  still  went  on  under  the 
cloisters  in  the  Temple,  and  great  expectations  of  his  future 
success  were  formed  by  those  who  knew  him  best. 

In  Trinity  Term,  1688,  he  was  called  to  the  bar,  and 
in  a  fcAV  days  he  had  his  first  brief  —  which  Avas  to  make 
a  motion  of  some  importance  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench. 
His  wife  was  then  on  a  visit  to  his  father  in  the  country,  and 
he  sent  her  an  account  of  his  performance  in  a  letter  thus 
addressed :  * 

"  To  Mrs.  Judith  Cowper,  at 
"  Hcrtfort  Castle, 

"  Present. 
Letter  to  «'  I  have  to  tell  you,  my  dear  Judith,  that  I  liavc  made  my 

with  an'ac-  uialdcn  motiuu  in  the  King's  Bench,  and  that  by  the  help  of 
count  of  his  self- persuasion    and  reasonino;   with   mvsclf,    Avithout    nuich 

first  motion       nfiipi  t 

in  the  ot  tlic  bashfulness  1  am  naturally  inclined  to.      Upon  asking 

tlie  standers-by  their  o])lulon  of  my  Performance,  tlicy 
only  fimnd  fault  that  I  did  not  interweave  what  I  said  with 
clvlU  expressions  enough  to  liis  Lor(]shi[)p,  as  '  Mai/  if.  please 
your  T.ordsliipj),''  and  '  I  (tin  hwmhhj  to  move  your  LordsJtipp,'' 
and  the  like.  But  that  fault  will  be  amended  for  the  future, 
and  to  that  end  you  shall  find  me  begin  to  practis  my  extra- 


Called  to 

the  bar. 


Court  of 

King's 

Bench. 


LORD   COWPER.  263 

ordinary  civility  on  your  sweet  self.     I  delivered  your  letter     chap. 
to  your  Father  with  my  own  hand,  wlio  is  very  well  except  ' 

that  his  leg  begins  to  trouble  him  a  little  again.  I  was  yes- 
terday in  the  afternoon  to  see  my  Lady  Parker  who  is  veiy 
well,  and  sends  her  service  to  you  all  at  Hertford.  I  must 
keep  room  to  present  my  Duty  to  my  dear  Mother,  and  to 
subscribe  myself  as  in  duty  bound, 

"  Your  very  faithful  and  obedient  Husband, 

"Will:  Cowi'er. 

"  3Iicldle  Temple,  June  28.  — 88." 

He  chose  the  Home  Circuit,  which  began  soon  after,  and  His  rise  on 
at  Hertford  he  had  several  briefs ;  but  he  was  made  more 
nervous  than  he  had  been  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  by 
his  mother,  and  his  wife,  and  a  party  of  ladies  whom  he  knew, 
coming  from  the  Castle  and  placing  themselves  near  the 
Judge  on  the  Bench  to  hear  him  plead.  However,  his  cou- 
rage rose  as  he  advanced,  and  he  acquitted  himself  to  their 
satisfaction,  taking  care  to  interlard  his  spcecli  with  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  "  May  it  please  your  Lordsliipps."  He  did 
not  make  enough  to  i)ay  his  expences  at  Chelmsford,  Maid- 
stone, Horsham,  or  Kingston,  but  he  had  a  little  sprinkling 
of  business  at  each  of  these  places  ;  and  upon  the  whole  he 
felt  encouraged  by  the  start  he  had  made. 

Wlicn  Michaelmas  Term  came  round,  the  laws  were  silent  a.h.  ifiss. 
amidst    arms.       On   the    5th   of   November,   the   Prince  of  oni'e"^ 
Orange  landed  at  Torl)ay.  Trince  of 

Young  Cowiier,  early  tauglit  by  his  father.   Sir  William,    ^     °  ' 

.       .  >  .        .  .       .  Cowper 

the  true  princii)lcs  of  the  constitution,  had  indignantly  beheld  raises  a  vo- 
the  tyrannical  acts  which  marked  the  close  of  the  rcisxn  of  '""*^''-''" 

•'  _  "    _  corps  and 

Charles  II.,  and  the  systematic,  incurable  despotism  which  marches  to 
threatened  the  permanent  overthrow  of  the  religion  and  ''^^'^^  ""^' 
liberties  of  the  ])e()])le  since  the  accession  of  the  reigning 
Sovereign.  He  ^aw  no  possibility  of  redress  from  the 
ordinary  means  ]n'cscrlbcd  by  the  law  ;  he  thought  that  the 
original  contract  between  the  King  and  the  ])eople  was 
broken ;  and  he  declared  that  resistance  being  necessary,  and 
on  account  of  the  s])lrit  displayed  by  the  })eople  being  likely 
to  be  effectual,  it  had  become  a  right  and  a  duty.     So  enthu- 
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siastlc  was  he,  that  he  induced  his  brother  Spencer,  and 
several  other  young  gentlemen  who  shared  his  sentiments,  to 
the  number  of  twenty-eight,  to  form  themselves  into  a  little 
volunteer  corps,  and  arming  themselves  in  the  best  way  they 
could,  to  march  under  his  command  that  they  might  join  the 
Deliverer.  James  was  still  at  Whitehall,  struggling  to  maintain 
his  authority,  when,  in  the  beginning  of  December,  they  set 
forward,  and  it  was  thouglit  that  a  battle  might  be  necessary 
before  he  could  be  expelled.  Cowper  sent  to  his  wife,  in  the 
form  of  a  journal,  a  minute  account  of  this  expedition. 
Unfortunately  the  beginning  of  it  is  lost,  but  I  am  enabled 
to  lay  a  subsequent  part  of  it  before  the  public.  From 
James's  flight  the  expected  campaign  had  been  turned  into 
an  ovation : 

"  Windsor,  Saturday,  D"'.  15 — 88. 

"  The  continuall  hurry  wee  have  been  in,  &  our  not 
coming  to  post-towns  at  convenient  times,  have  hitherto 
hinderd  me  fro  writing  since  my  last,  fro  Ailesbury:  Fro 
Avhence  wee  sett  out  on  Tuesday  last,  &  dining  at  Thame, 
came  about  5  in  y®  evening  safe  to  Oxford;  in  this  day's 
journey  I  came  to  understand  that  our  delays  at  London 
Avere  fortunate,  for  y°  day  before  a  party  of  12  of  y®  King's 
horse  had  been  as  far  as  Wheatly  Bridge,  within  5  miles  of 
Oxford,  to  rob  or  intercept,  av"^'*  Bridge  was  our  way  ne- 
cessarily :  att  y^  gate  of  Oxford  wee  Avere  stopt  by  a  guard 
of  y*^  town  militia  and  disarmed,  &  it  being  put  to  my 
choice  Avho  of  scvcrall  Lords  that  were  in  town  avcc 
Avould  Avait  on,  I  chose  L'^  Lovelace,  Avho,  knoAving  my  name 
and  business,  dismist  me  &  company  av"^  civility  and  arms 
returned:  I  found  y*^  University  preparing  an  entertainment 
of  musick  for  y'^  Prince  (who  they  ex])ccted  the  next  day  I'ro 
Abington),  at  y*^  Theatre  &  a  Dinner  at  Clirist  Church 
College,  but  y"  ncAvs  of  y^  K^  departure  coming  at  12  at 
night,  y*^  Prince  sent  Avord  to  Oxford  of  y*"  altei'ation  of  liis 
intentions  &  y*  he  Avould  march  y''  next  day  to  AVallingford 
(9  miles  fro  Oxford)  for  London;  so  y^  on  AVednesday 
morning  wee  Avent,  &  about  2  that  day  mett  y''  I'rince  at 
AVallingford,  Avhere  wee  saw  him  dine  at  a  little  Inn  w^''  great 
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variety  of  meat  and  sawces,  sweetmeats,  etc.,  w^'^  it  seems  is  CHAP. 
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part  of  y®  fatigue  wee  admire  in  great  Generals ;  he  lay  at  y*' 


Mayor's  house.  The  next  day  being  Thursday,  he  rode  all  y*^ 
way  a  foot-pace  fro  thence  to  Henley,  w**^  a  small  guard  of 
about  12  horse,  but  a  very  large  attendance  of  Lords  & 
Gentry,  and  abundance  of  acclamations  and  expressions  of 
joy  fro  y®  country  People.  Fro  thence  on  fryday  wee  came 
with  y''  Prince  to  Windsor  Castle,  where  he  was  received 
with  usuall  expressions  of  joy,  w^'^  is  now  unfeigned.  I 
have  hitherto  quartered  in  y''  same  town  w'^  y''  Court  with- 
out difficulty,  &  intend  now  to  stay  till  y^  Prince  comes  to 
London :  you  cannot  conceive  y*'  pleasure  there  is  in  seeing 
y*'  fountain  of  this  Happy  revolution,  and  y**  new  face  of  things 
at  Court,  where  is  nothing  of  y'^  usuall  aifcctation  of  Terror, 
but  extreme  civility  to  all  sorts  of  People;  you  shall  see 
country  women  admitted  to  see  him  dine,  8c  as  many  of  y*^ 
Nobles  &  Principall  men  as  there  is  rome  for  dine  w*'^  y° 
Prince  covered.  I  omitt  private  particulars,  because  I  h()])c 
twill  not  be  long  till  I  sec  you  at  London,  w*^^^  I  guess  will 
be  on  Tuesday ;  y'^  Prince,  I  am  informed,  stays  here  to  day, 
how  much  longer  I  cant  certainly  tell.  The  army  is  much 
short  of  y**  opin :  you  conceived  of  it  at  London  as  I'm 
informed,  &  y*-' foot  I  see  arc  very  little  men.  S"'.  II.  Asluirst 
has  ventured  to  come  hither.  Tlic  coach  by  w'^^^'  I  send  is 
near  going.     AYe  arc  all  very  well." 

This  must  be  considered  an  important  historical  document,  INIanncrs  of 
"•Ivinii;  a  most  lively  picture  of  ijublic  fcelinir  in  the  isveat  ♦''^'  I'rnuc 
crisis  of  our  fate  as  a  free  nation.  The  reader  will  ])nibably 
be  surjirised  l)y  the  language  respecting  "  the  usual  aifcct- 
ation of  terror,"  contrasted  with  "  the  extreme  civility  to  all 
sorts  of  people,"  now  supposed  to  lic  shown  by  the  future 
King, —  for  Charles  H.  was  partly  redeemed  IVom  liIs  vices  by 
his  extreme  affability,  and  even  iFames  we  regard  as  rather 
amiable  in  j)rivate  life, —  while  A\llliam's  reserve  and  frigid 
manners  from  the  conuuencement  of  his  reign,  and,  as  is 
generally  believed,  from  the  moment  of  his  landing,  east  a 
shade  upon  his  virtues,  and  greatly  ini[»aired  his  influence' 
and  his  usefulness.  Put  we  must  make  some  allowance  in 
the  exultation  of  victory  for  the  youthful  patriot   to  wlujui 
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the  scene  on  which  he  looked  back  had  darker  horrors 
breathed  over  it,  and  who  saw,  in  rosy  tints,  all  that  was 
around  him  and  before  him. 

There  is  likewise  an  interesting  account  of  this  expedition 
in  a  MS.  in  the  handwriting  of  Lady  Sarah  Cowper,  a 
daughter  of  the  Chancellor,  who  says  that  she  had  her  in- 
formation in  the  year  1726,  from  the  mouth  of  her  uncle 
Silencer.  She  gives  some  anecdotes  showing  her  father's 
gallantry,  which  he  modestly  concealed :  —  "  When  they 
came  near  Oxford,  they  found  the  city  had  a  garrison,  and 
heard  the  King's  army,  said  to  be  about  20,000  men,  was 
encamped  just  by,  but  could  not  learn  whether  those  at 
Oxford  were  of  the  King's  or  Prince's  party.  Coming  upon 
the  bridge,  they  found  one  of  the  arches  ])roke  down,  and  an 
officer  with  three  files  of  musquctccrs  came  up  to  them, 
presented  their  musquets,  and  asked  tliem  who  they  were 
for.  Twenty-seven  of  the  company  did  not  care  to  return 
an  answer,  fearing  lead  in  their  guts  if  these  soldiers  Avcrc  of 
the  King's  side ;  and  the  gentlemen  had  only  pistols,  so  must 
have  engaged  with  great  disadvantage ;  but  my  father  seemed 
imconcerned,  and  spurring  his  horse  forward,  llimg  up  his  hat, 
and  cried  the  '  Prince  of  Orange  ! '  which  was  answered  by 
the  soldiers  with  a  shout,  and  tlicy  laid  planks  for  them  to 
enter  the  town,  and  they  were  conducted  to  Lord  Lovelace, 
who  kept  it  against  the  King.  They  stay'd  there  three  days, 
and  tlien  went  on  to  meet  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  came 
into  London  witli  him." 

When  William  and  ]Mary  had  been  placed  upon  tlic 
throne,  men  soon  returned  to  the  ordinary  occupations  of  life, 
and  William  Cowper  once  more  diligently  plied  his  profes- 
sion on  the  circuit  and  in  Westminster  Ilall.  A  few  extracts 
of  letters  to  his  first  wife,  when  they  were  occasionally 
separated,  while  he  was  getting  on  at  the  bar,  Avill  be  inter- 
esting to  those  engaged  in  the  same  struggle,  and  may 
amuse  tiie  general  re;ider :  "1  envy  you  wht)  are  in  the 
eountry,  'tis  so  close  in  town  ;  and  lieartily  coidd  wisli  myself 
with  you,  if  being  in  the  coinitry  in  Term  time  would  not 
look  like  giving  over  the  profession." f  *  *  *  "  .\s  for  my  Ijo}',  1 


f    '-'1st  .lime,  IGi'O. 
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would  have  you  venture  and  hope  this  cast  of  the  die  may  CHAP, 
prove  fortunate,  for  in  all  applications  we  run  some  hazard, 
and  nothing  is  certainly  beneficial  to  a  child  but  the  care  of 
so  good  a  mother  as  I  am  sensible  you  are."  -j-  *  *  *  «  Tuesday, 
six  in  the  afternoon.  Word  is  now  brought  me,  that  the 
great  cause  of  the  Farmers  of  the  City  Markets  is  set  down 
before  the  Lord  Chancellor  for  to-morrow.  If  it  comes  on 
in  the  morning,  I  will  be  with  you  (if  alone)  in  the  afternoon, 
though  I  have  two  Excise  causes  for  Friday  in  the  afternoon. 
The  trial  of  the  Pirates,  which  I  must  attend,  is  on  Monday 
next.  So  that  all  I  can  do  is  to  go  backwards  and  forwards 
to  show  my  willingness  to  be  with  you  as  much  as  I  can.  I 
know  all  this  does  not  satisfy  you,  but  this  and  more  I  could 
allege,  for  my  story  is  true.  If  I  am  so  vmfortunate  as  not  to 
be  credited,  I  know  no  way  to  help  that  but  your  coming  up 
to  see  if  it  be  so  or  no.  I  am  sure  I  had  so  much  rather  be 
with  you,  that  the  present  profit  would  not  tempt  me  from 
the  country,  if  it  were  not  for  the  consequence  of  throwing 
myself  altogether  out  of  the  little  good  business  I  have."|  *  *  * 
[From  Kingston,  on  the  Spring  Circuit,  after  excusing  his 
not  writing  to  her  from  Horsham,  from  which  they  were 
obliged  to  send  the  letters  "  six  miles  to  meet  the  horse  post."] 
"  I  Avrite  to  you  from  this  place,  as  soon  as  I  arrive,  to  tell 
you  I  have  come  oflf  without  luu-t,  both  in  my  going  and  re- 
turn through  the  Sussex  ways,  Avhicli  are  bad  and  ruinous 
beyond  imagination.  I  vow  'tis  a  melanclioly  consideration 
that  mankind  will  inliahit  such  a  heap  of  du't  §  for  a  poor 
livelihood.  The  country  is  a  sink  of  about  foiu'teeu  miles 
])road,  which  receives  all  the  water  that  falls  from  two  long 
ranges  of  hills  on  both  sides  of  it,  and  not  being  furnished 
with  convenient  drains,  is  kept  moist  and  soft  by  the  water 
till  the  middle  of  a  dry  simimcr,  which  is  only  able  to  make 
it  tolerable  to  ride  for  a  short  time.  The  same  day  I  entered 
Surrey,  a  fine  champaign  country,  dry  and  dusty,  as  if  the 
season  of  the  year  had  shifted  in  a  few  lunivs   i'nnn  winter  to 

t  'JOtli  July,  ](;90.  f  Gth  July,  if;nJ. 

vi  I  am  now  cojiyiiifj  tills  on  tho  boundary  between  Sussex  and  Suirv,  wliero 
at  this  day  it  is  a  common  expression  tliat  tluise  wlio  live  on  the  south  side  of 
Leith  Hill  arc  "in  the  *dirt."  —  Aliin^^er  Hall,  ;;d  October,  1815- 
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CHAP,  midsummer."  f  *  *  *  fFrom  Chelmsford  on  the  Circuit.l  "  AVe 
had  very  little  to  do  at  Hertfoi'd ;  we  hanged  more  than  we 
tried  causes."  *  *  *  [Addressed  to  his  wife  living  at  Twickenham 
from  a  house  in   tlie   country.]     "  My  mother  w^as  to  visit 

Mr.  Justice  "VV 's  study   to   choose  some  books  to  read. 

On  his  desk,  just  against  him,  so  that  his  eyes  must  frequently 
direct  themselves  to  it,  there  is  writ  this  following  distich,  or 
couple  of  verses  of  his  own  composing  (as  he  assured  my 
mother  over  and  over), 

'  In  Wisdom's  school  this  maxim  I  have  got 
That  'tis  much  better  to  be  pleas'u  than"  not.' 

I  tell  you  the  autlior  that  I  may  not  arrogate  to  myself  this 
metrical  maxim,  Avhich  is  likely  to  prove  so  beneficial  to  you 
and  all  that  hear  it.  Mr.  Crawford  is  another  cause  of  some 
mirth  here ;  he  was  asked  why  he  quitted  his  friends  and 
party ;  his  answer  was,  that  he  had  read  jNIachiavel,  and 
learned  from  him  he  was  to  own  no  cause  or  party  longer 
than  they  could  protect  him,  and  in  the  present  condition  of 
the  Whigs,  as  he  no  longer  had  their  protection,  they  must 
no  longer  expect  his  allegiance."  ij: 
Cowpcr  Although  Cow[)cr,  in  liis  correspondence,  speaks  so  mo- 

advisedby     Jegfly  gf  his  own  pro2;ress,  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  a  few 

Lord  •'  1       c>  ^ 

Soineis  to     years  after  he  was  culled  to  the  bar  he  was  not  only  the 
^"  1"'°     ,    decided  leader  of  tlic  Home  Circuit,  but  that  he  had   ex- 

pailiaincnt.  _  ... 

tensive  practice  in  AVestminster  Hall,  particularly  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery.  Tlicrc  he  attracted  the  notice  of  Lord 
Soniers,  who,  a])prcciallng  his  higli  qualities  for  public  life, 
and  anticipating  the  service  he  miglit  render  to  the  Whig 
j)arty,  strongly  advised  him  to  get  into  tlie  House  of  Com- 
mons. AVe  arc  now  to  view  him  on  tlie  })olilIca]  stage. 
Oct.  i(;»5.  I'l  the  year  10 95  tlie  Whigs  were  i'atherpo})ular,  andAMlliam 
1 11.,  on  his  return  from  the  capture  of  Xaniur,  having  dissolved 
the  parliament,  the  new  elections  run  In  their  ^a^<)ur.  Sir 
AVilllam  Cowper  felt  his  Interest  so  strong  at  Hertford,  that 
he  started  his  eldest  son  as  a  candidate  along  with  himself, 
and,  after  a  sharp  contest,  they  were  l)oth  returned.    On  tliis 

t   '-'Uh  Maicli,  1600".  I    l.s'tli  Sept.  1701. 
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occasion  they  were  warmly  supported  by  the  Quakers,  and     chap. 
particularly  by  an  eminent  maltster  of  that  persuasion  of  the 


name  of  Stout,  the  melancholy  fate  of  whose  daughter  after-  jj^  j^  j.^_ 
wards  caused  such  a  public  sensation,  and  was  so  perilous  to  turned  for 

.1        /.       •!         r>   /-I  Hertford 

the  tamily  or  Lowper.  along  with 

The  younger  Covvper,  like  the  younger  Pitt,  is  a  rare  '"^  father. 
instance  of  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  being  con-      '^  ^^^^^ 

o  success  as  a 

sidered  from  his  maiden  speech  a  consummate  debater,  and  debater, 
ever  afterwards  maintaining  his  reputation.  Yet,  Avhile  we  are 
told  that  "  the  very  day  he  took  his  seat  he  had  occasion  to 
speak  three  times,  which  he  did  each  time  with  great  ap- 
plause," we  arc  not  even  informed  of  the  subject  that  was 
discussed ;  and  although,  when  appointed  Lord  Keeper,  in 
1705,  it  Avas  said  that  "he  liad  for  many  years  been  con- 
sidered as  the  man  that  spoke  the  best  of  any  in  the  House 
of  Commons*,"  there  is  scarcely  a  fragment  remaining  of 
any  speech  delivered  by  him  in  that  assembly.  It  might 
have  been  expected  that,  after  popular  government  had  been 
established  in  this  country  by  the  Revolution  of  1688,  great 
publicity  would  have  been  given  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
two  Houses ;  but,  in  truth,  the  prohibition  against  printing 
the  speeches  of  members  was  much  more  rigorously  en- 
Ibrced  than  it  had  ever  before  beenf;  and  the  practice  being 
discontinued,  which  prevailed  at  an  early  time,  of  entering 
on  the  Journals  the  substance  of  wliat  was  said  on  both  sides 
of  a  question,  we  are  less  acquainted  with  parliamentary  elo- 
quence under  William  III.  and  Queen  Anne  than  in  the 
reigns  of  some  of  the  Plantagencts  ;  and  we  learn  only  from 
personal  anecdotes  and  tradition  that  St.  Jolin  was  the 
greatest  orator  who  had  appeared  in  England.  I 

*   Purnet,  O.  T    iv.  I'i'J. 

■j-  We  consider  the  lists  of  the  divisions  so  essential  to  inform  the  constiinent 
bodies  how  their  re))reseiitatives  are  conducting  themselves,  that  they  are  printed 
and  circulated  authoritatively  by  order  of  the  House  of  Comnions;  ])tit  in  the 
year  1696  the  ])vintitig  and  circulating  the  nrunes  of  a  minoiity  in  the  House  of 
Cofnmons  was  lUK'.nimonsly  voted  "a  breach  of  priviloiri',  and  destructive  of  the 
freedom  and  liberties  of  parliament." — doin.  Jaurii.  \i.  ,'iT'-'.  Si)  in  \h[)\)  tile 
T-ords  made  a  lew  staiuliiig  order,  which  has  not  l)een  repeah'd,  aL^ainst  ••  pnh- 
lishing  any  thing  relating  to  the  iiroeecdlngs  of  this  House." — Die  I.iimr,  '27th 
r,!<iuiirii,  Ifi'.tS. 

t  Wirde  we  have  some  shreds  of  Cowper's  ])ai  liamentary  el()(|uence.  aiul  some 
of  his  forensic  ellbrts  are  well   preserved,  .St.  John,  though  a  (incr  spcr.ker,  iias 
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CHAP. 
CXIII. 


He  is  made 

Kinjr's 

Counsel. 


His  speech 
on  the  trial 
of  Sir 
William 
Parkvns. 


Cowper,  like  other  lawyers  who  have  followed  him,  seems 
to  have  rendered  himself  particularly  obnoxious  in  the 
House  of  Commons  to  the  "  Squirearchy."  "  Mr.  Cowper," 
says  Vernon,  "  has  provoked  the  country  gentlemen  by  say- 
ing that  '  an  active,  industrious  man  who  employed  5000/.  in 
trade  was  every  whit  as  fit  to  be  a  member  there  as  a 
country  gentleman  of  200/.  a  year,  who  spent  all  his  time 
in  hawking  and  hunting,  and  was  over  head  and  ears  in 
debt.'  My  Lord  Norreys  answered,  that  '  he  was  one  of 
those  country  gentlemen,  and  thought  himself  as  fit  to  sit 
there  as  those  who  Avere  used  to  take  money  for  their 
opinion.'  "  At  this  time  the  Court  was  strongly  opposed  by 
the  landed  aristocracy,  and  relied  chiefly  on  the  monied  in- 
terest. * 

The  honourable  and  learned  member  for  Hertford,  as  a 
reward  for  his  services,  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  King's 
Counsel,  then  considered  a  high  professional  distinction.  In 
consequence,  he  assisted  in  the  state  trials  which  arose  out  of 
the  discovery  of  the  Assassination  plot,  f  In  Sir  William 
Parkyns's  case  he  replied  after  Sir  John  Hawles,  the  So- 
licitor General,  had  made  "  a  sad  hash  of  the  evidence," 
and  given  the  prisoner  great  hopes  of  an  acquittal,  and  he  put 
forward  the  strong  points  for  the  prosecution  with  the  ut- 
most clearness,  precision,  and  seeming  candour.  He  admitted 
that  the  overt  act,  in  planning  the  attack  upon  the  King  on 
the  road  from  Kensington  to  liichmond,  could  not  be  relied 
upon,  being  proved  only  by  one  witness  ;  but  he  dwelt  with 
much  force  upon  the  proofs  that  the  prisoner  had  invited  a 
French  invasion,  and  he  enumerated,  with  great  skill,  all  the 
corroborating  and  aojgravating  circuniistanccs.     Thus  he  con- 


been  more  unfortunate,  as  wc  can  jtulge  of  his  powers  of  persuasion  from  his 
writings  alone.  Mr.  Pitt  thou(jht  that  one  of  his  si)eeehes  would  he  a  more 
valual)le  discovery  than  any  of  the  lost  works  of  the  ancients. 

*  Vernon's  Letters.  The  "  Members'  Qualification  Bill  "  passed  the  Com- 
mons, but  was   thrown   out  by  the   Lords,  and  did  not  become  law  till  the  next 

f  T!ic  assassination  was  to  have  taken  ))lace  on  a  .Saturday  when  the  King 
was  to  go  a  hunting,  and  the  hunting  jiarty  being  deferred  on  account  of  some 
discoveries  which  had  been  made  in  the  de^ign,  was  renewed  for  the  following 
S.iturdav. 
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eluded:  —  "The  prisoner  at  last  makes  an  appeal  to  your     CHAP, 
compassion,  and  speaks  of  his  education  in  the  profession  of  '_ 


the  gown,  of  his  infirmities,  his  age,  and  his  family.  I  am 
very  unfit  to  observe  on  such  topics,  and  I  should  be  very 
imwilling  to  extinguish  in  your  minds  the  feelings  which 
they  are  calculated  to  excite ;  but  I  must  remind  you,  gen- 
tlemen, that  he  should  have  had  some  pity  on  the  country 
when  he  planned  the  confusion  and  desolation  which  would 
have  followed  from  the  landing  of  a  French  army  on  our 
shores,  and  that  he  should  have  felt  some  pity  for  the  Prince 
now  on  the  throne,  who  has  saved  our  religion  and  our 
liberties,  —  whom  the  prisoner  and  his  associates,  after  they  had 
once  been  disappointed  in  an  attempt  upon  his  life,  a  second 
time  remorselessly  doomed  to  destruction.*  Though  these 
considerations  may  not  quite  remove  all  compassion,  yet  they 
may  serve  to  confirm  you  in  a  resolution  of  doing  justice  to 
the  King,  the  kingdom,  and  yourselves  ;  and  that  is  all  we 
ask  of  you."  f  The  prisoner  was  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted. :j: 

Cowper's  next  public  appearance  was  not  quite  unexcep-  ■*.!>.  \g96 
tionable.  The  principal  conspirator  was  Sir  John  Fenwick,  ports"uie 
and  it  had  been  intended  to  arraign  him  at  the  Old  Bailey,    i'>ill  for  tiie 

....  ,,  •        1  1  •  '       attaiiukr  of 

along  with  the  others ;  but  he  contrived,  under  various  pre-  sir  John 
tences,  to  have  his  trial  postponed,  and  in  the  meanwhile  to  l^-'i'^'^l:- 
send  out  of  the  country  one  of  the  two  witnesses  who  were 
to  prove  the  overt  acts  of  his  guilt.  If  ever  a  bill  of  at- 
tainder could  be  justified,  it  would  be  under  such  clrcuni- 
stances;  but  to  legislate  capitally  and  retrospectively  agaiiist 
an  individual,  must  ever  be  an  abuse  of  the  suj)ix'ine  jxnvcr 
of  the  state,  and  if  crimes  cannot  be  punished  judicially  l)y 
the  cstabllslied  tribunals  of  the  country,  It  is  better  that  they 
sliould  go  unpuulslied  than  that  a  jirccedent  >h()ukl  be  set 
which  may   be  applied  to  the  shedding   of  Innocent  blood. 

*    12  St.  Tr.  Mlfi.;    I:!  St.  Tr.   1.  f    11  Si.  Tr.   IL'5. 

f  There  w;is  ahiindaiit  cviclence  to  supijort  the  convuti:)!)  for  liiiih  troasoii  ; 
and  there  can  bo  no  doubt  th.it  the  jirisoner  was  concerned  in  the  a-sassniation 
])lot.  Althoiigli  he,  and  Sir  Jolin  Friend,  who  snil'ered  alonj;  with  liini,  would 
express  no  repentance,  they  were  soKinnly  aiisolved  from  all  their  sins  by  tlireo 
nonjurin;^  clert;ynien.  Cowjier  was  afterwards  eonnsel  in  a  pn'secu'.ion  ajjaiust 
tlie  clerijyinen  for  tliis  outrage;  but  the  report  does  not  show  what  part  he  took 
in  it.  —  il  St.   Tr.  -lOO". 
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CHAP.  We  arc,  indeed,  amazed  to  see  that  a  mode  of  proceeding, 
^^^^^*  invented  in  the  arbitrary  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  and  then 
thought  violent  and  unconstitutional,  should  have  been 
adopted  after  the  "  Bill  of  Eights "  had  passed  under  the 
auspices  of  Somcrs,  and  that,  to  please  William  III.,  it  should 
have  been  eagerly  supported  by  Cowper  and  by  Bishop  Burnet. 
The  Bill  for  the  attainder  of  Sir  John  Fenwick  being  in- 
troduced into  the  House  of  Commons,  the  Tory  lawyers 
made  a  noble  stand  against  it.*  The  Attorney  and  Solicitor 
General  being  very  indifferent  spokesmen,  the  defence  of  the 
measure  fell  chiefly  upon  Cowper,  and  we  have  some  account 
of  what  he  urged  on  the  occasion.  He  began  by  alluding  to 
the  delicacy  of  his  situation  in  mixing  the  functions  of  coun- 
sel fur  the  Crown  and  member  of  parliament.  "  Sir,  being 
concerned  in  prosecutions  without  doors  arising  out  of  this 
transaction,  although  I  had  not  been  professionally  consulted 
respecting  the  case  of  Sir  John  Fenwick,  I  have  hitherto 
abstained  from  taking  any  part  in  the  debates  upon  the  bill 
for  attainting  him  ;  but  before  giving  my  voice  upon  it  as  a 
Judge,  I  feel  bound  to  state  the  grounds  on  which  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  It  ought  to  pass.  Consider  his 
crime  and  his  subsequent  conduct.  His  crime,  as  proved 
against  him  at  your  bar  Is  tlie  reason  whv  I  think  before  God 
and  man,  I  ought  to  give  my  aflfirmatlon  to  this  bill  by  which 
you  sentence  hlni  to  die.  Wliat  he  liatli  done  In  protracting 
his  trial,  and  spiriting  away  the  witness,  convinces  me  that 
we  are  in  a  projicr  method  of  proceeding  against  him.  Let 
no  man  say  that  you  have  condcnmcd  him  because  he  liatli 
])r()tractcd  his  trial.  No :  you  have  condemned  lilm  for 
having  been  guilty  of  high  treason,  manifestly  })roved  against 
him.  Then  they  ask,  '  Jl  ill  i/ou  condemn  anij  man  that  is  at 
any  time  f/uiltij  of  liii/h  treason  ? '  Xo  :  only  Avhcn  a  man 
having  been  guilty  of  tlic  wor.-^t  (;f  treasons,  wlilch  would 
liavc  been  clearly  proved  ngain^t  liiui  In  the  ordinary  course 
of  law,  imdertaklng  to  atone  for  hi?  crime  by  makhig  dis- 
coveries Iinj)ortant  to  the  ])ubllc  safety,  })rotracts  his  triiil  till 
tlie  clilef  witness  aualnst  him  Is   r>'(Mie,   and  then  sets  the  Ins- 

•    Sec   in   iiartlcular  tlie  rulininible  spcctli  of  Mr.  Ilarcoiiit,  afterwards  Lord 

Cliaiicellor,  ],(ist. 
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tice  of  the  country  at  defiance.     Gentlemen  are  afraid  that     CHAP. 

.                        .                                   C  X 1 1 L 
this  will  be  made  use  of  by  posterity  to  the  disadvantage  of * 

honest  men.  Must  not  the  guilty  be  punished  because  the  ;^,u.  2797. 
same  methods  may  be  perverted  to  the  ruin  of  the  innocent  ? 
By  this  very  precedent  the  innocent  may  be  protected.  If 
in  future  times  an  attempt  sliould  be  made  to  condemn  a  man 
in  parliament  without  hearing  him  and  without  proof,  he  may- 
say,  '  Sir  John  Fenwick  was  heard  personally  and  by  his 
counsel ;  evidence  was  produced  before  him  and  confronted 
with  him ;  his  case  was  a  most  extraordinary  one  and  required 
an  extraordinary  remedy ;  he  would  have  introduced  a 
foreign  army  into  the  heart  of  the  kingdom,  and  lifted 
his  hand  against  the  sacred  life  of  the  Kino;.'" — He  then 
very  sophistically  attempts  to  answer  the  argument  that 
the  evidence  was  insufficient  to  support  the  bill,  there  not 
being  two  witnesses  to  the  overt  act,  by  contending  that  the 
statutes  1  Edward  VI.  and  5  Edward  VL,  requiring  two 
Avitnesses,  are  only  binding  on  the  inferior  courts,  and  do  not 
a])ply  to  a  bill  of  attainder.  Having  next  struggled  for  the 
doctrine  that  in  legislating  they  Averc  to  be  governed,  not  by 
technical  rules,  but  by  the  dictates  of  conscience, —  contrary 
to  his  usual  tact  he  seems  rather  to  have  shocked  the  House 
l)y  trying  to  induce  them  to  pass  the  bill  under  the  pretence 
that  it  might  be  hiuig  over  Sir  John  Fenwick  in  tcrrorcw,  to 
induce  him  to  make  the  discoveries  Avhich  he  had  often  pro- 
mised but  always  Avithheld  :  "  I  am  satisfied  he  hatli  not  made 
that  atonement  to  his  injured  country  Avhich  Ave  have  a  right 
to  expect  from  him.  I  am  persuaded  that  unless  tliis  bill  pro- 
ceed steadily  against  him,  you  Avill  have  none  of  that  disco- 
very  "     [Here,  says  the  report,  lie  Avas  interrupted  l)y  the 

noise  of  some  gentlemen  showing  dissatisfaction  at  that  Avay  of 
arguing]  —  "Do  not  let  gentlemen  pervert  this  argument  ami 
s;iv,  '  irill  you  hanfj  a  man  if  ha  do  not  confess?'  No  I  l)ut  when 
1  have  heard  proof  that  he  is  guilty  of  the  Avorst  ol"  treasons, 
and  hath  aggravated  his  crime  by  his  sul)terrug('s  to  elude 
justice,  lie  deserves  to  die, —  luiless  he  Avill  merit  his  lilt.-  by  a 
discovery  of  what  he  knows.  I  think  it  of  the  highest  im- 
])0i"tance  that  you  should  be  able  to  truce  the  cttlier  branch  of 

VOL.    IV.  T 


Lord 
Mohun 
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CHAP,     this  conspiracy  —  the  meeting  of  the  French  King's  forces  in 
CXIII.      England.     I  think  you  are  in  the  proper  method,  and  this 
bill  may  have  a  better  issue  than  his  death ;  but  if  not,  he 
will  only  pay  the  debt  which  he  owes  to  the  justice  of  his 
country."*      The  bill  passed  the  Commons  only  by  a  ma- 
jority of  33,  — 189  to  136,  and  the  Lords  by  a  majority  of 
Jan.  28.        6,  —  G6  to  60.     Nevertheless  it  received  the  royal  assent,  and 
^^^^'  Sir  John  Fcnwick  was  beheaded  on  Tower  Hill.f     This  pro- 

ceeding, however  irregular  it  may  appear  to  us,  was  not  much 
condemned  at  the  time,  except  by  the  violent  Jacobites,  who 
considered  him  a  martyr ;  and  Cowper,  by  the  share  he  had  in 
it,  rather  increased  his  reputation. 
Trial  of  During  the  trial  of  Lord  Mohun  before  the  Lord  High 

Steward  for  the  murder  of  Richard  Coote,  which  took  place 
soon  after,  we  have  a  remarkable  proof  of  the  opinion  enter- 
tained of  Mr.  Cowper's  elocution: — "  Mr.  Solicitor  General 
(Sir  John  Hawles)  began  to  sum  up  the  evidence  for  the 
King,  but  his  voice  was  so  low  and  the  noise  in  the  hall  was 
so  great  that  he  could  not  be  heard.  Loi-d  High  Steward.  — 
*  Mr.  Solicitor,  pray  raise  your  voice  that  all  my  noble  Lords 
may  hear  you.'  Several  Lords  then  moved  that  one  who  had 
a  better  voice  might  sum  up —  and  particularly  Mr.  CowrER ; 
but  it  being  usually  the  part  of  the  Solicitor  General  to 
reply,  and  he  only  having  prepared  himself,  he  was  ordered 
to  go  on.":J:  The  peers  condemned  to  have  their  ears  tor- 
tured as  by  the  sharpening  of  a  saw,  took  compassion  on  the 
noble  prisoner  whose  head  was  in  jeopardy,  and  unanimously 
acquitted  him. 
cii;ir<Te  of  Cowpcr,  now  an  universal  favoiu-itc,  was  on  the  liighway 
'a"ahist  ^^  ])referment,  when  an  occurrence  arose  which  threw  hiin 
Spincer  and  hIs  family  into  the  greatest  alarm,  and  threatened  to 
cover  with  disgrace  a  name  hitherto  held  in  respect.  He 
had  a  younger  brother,  Spencer  Cowper,  to  whoju  he  was 
fondly  attached,  who  had  been  at  school  with  him,  who  l)eing 
culled  to  the  bar,  went  tlie  Home  circuit  with  him,  occiijnlng 

*   .-,  Pari.  Hist.  1007.  IMl. 

f   S,H"  Hiiniot,  iv.  204 — 26().      It  is  very  amusing  to  see  liow  tlio  good  Bishop 
persiiadt'd  hiiiisulf  that  it  was  his  duty  to  interfere  in  this  affair  of  hh)od. 
1    l:!  St.  Tr.   1055. 
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the  same  lodgings  at  every  assize  town,  and  who  spent  his  CHAP. 
vacations  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hertford,  showing,  for 
the  sake  of  the  family  interest  in  that  borough,  very  marked  ^  ^  ^qqq 
attention  to  the  electors,  and  their  wives  and  daughters. 
A  charge  was  brought  against  this  brother  that  he  was 
guilty  of  a  foul  murder,  and  there  ran  such  a  strong  popular 
prejudice  against  him,  that  he  was  in  great  danger  of  an 
ignominious  end. 

Mr.  Stout,  the  Quaker,  had  died  since  the  last  election.  History  of 
leaving  his  widow  and  an  only  child,  an  unmarried  daughter,  stout, 
named  Sarah,  in  affluent  circumstances.  The  Cowpers  still 
kindly  took  great  notice  of  them,  visited  them  at  Hertford,  and 
invited  them  to  the  house  of  Sir  William,  in  Hatton  Garden. 
Spencer  Cowper  had  been  particularly  serviceable  to  Mrs. 
Sarah  (as  she  was  called)  in  managing  her  pecuniary  aiFairs, 
and  although  she  was  a  very  handsome  young  Quakeress, 
and  rather  of  a  romantic  turn,  it  seems  now  quite  certain 
that  he  had  never  made  her  any  improper  overtures,  or  at  all 
encouraged  a  fatal  passion  which  she  cherished  for  him. 

It  so  happened  that  early  in  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the   Her  dead 
14th  of  March,   1699,  the  day  after  the  commencement  of  J^  thJ""'"^ 
the  Spring  Assizes  at  Hertford,  the  body  of  this  unfortunate  water, 
girl  was  found  drowned  in   the  Priory  lliver,  Avhicli  flows 
through  that  town,  and  INIr.  Spencer  Cowper  was  certainly 
the  last  person  who  had  been  seen  in  her  company  the  night 
before.      Suspicion  immediately  fell  upon  him ;   but  lie  ap- 
peared as  a  witness    before    the    coroner's  jury,  and  so   far 
cleared  himself  that  they  brought  in  a  verdict  that  "  she  had   Verdict  of 
drowned  lierself,  being  Jion  compos  mentis.''^    William  Cowj)cr  i>v coroner's 
(as  we  shall  see)  had  been  luckily  detained  in  London  by  •'"''>'• 
business  in  the  House  of  Commons,  or  he  might  have  been 
afterwai'ds  charged  as  an  accomplice.       Spencer  proceeded 
with  the  Judges  and  the  other  counsel  to  Chelmsford  and 
finished  the  circuit,  lamenting  the  fate  of  Sarah  Stout,   but 
without   any  dread   of  being   further  questioned  respecting 
her  death. 

In  the  meantime,  two  parties  were   at   work,   from   very   ^i'^'"cer 

1  •  1-1  11  1        Cowper 

opposite    motives,  planning  measures   whicli  nearly   brought  suspected 
him  to  the  2;ibbet.      An  unfouiulcd  rumour  was  spread  that  "'  ''='""n 

^  '-  nunclered 

"■    '-'  her. 
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she  was  pregnant,  and  that  she  had  made  away  with  herself 
to  conceal  her  shame.  The  Quakers,  with  Mead  at  their 
head,  thought  that  such  an  imputation  brought  disgrace  upon 
the  whole  of  their  society,  and  had  the  body  disinterred  to 
be  examined  by  surgeons  after  it  had  been  some  weeks  in 
the  grave.  It  was  proved  that  slie  had  died  a  virgin.  Her 
friends  would  no  longer  allow  that  she  had  drowned  herself, 
but  insisted  that  she  had  been  murdered  by  Mr.  Spencer 
Cowper,  and  tliat  he  had  thrown  the  dead  body  into  the  mill 
stream.  The  charge  was  now  most  eagerly  seized  by  the 
political  opponents  of  the  Cowpcrs,  who  easily  persuaded 
themselves  of  its  truth,  and  who  considered  it  the  certain 
means  of  extinguishing  the  Whig  interest  in  the  borough. 
The  excitement  was  greatly  increased  by  a  statement  that  on 
the  night  of  the  supposed  murder,  two  attorneys  and  a  scriv- 
ener from  liondon,  shutting  themselves  up  together  in  a  room 
at  Hertford,  had  exhibited  appearances  in  their  dress,  and 
had  used  expressions,  which  clearly  proved  that  they  were 
accomplices.  An  information  was  laid  against  all  the  four 
before  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt  *,  and  they  wci'e  committed 
to  prison.  Upon  an  application  to  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  the  supposed  accomplices  were  admitted  to  bail ;  but 
tlie  Judges  being  crpaully  divided  on  Spencer  Cowper's  case, 
he  was  remanded,  and  he  remained  in  close  custody  till  the 
summer  assizes. 

The  trial  took  place  at  Hertford,  on  the  IGlli  of  July,  1090, 
before  ]\Ir.  Baron  Hatsel,  a  very  well  meaning,  but  very 
weak  Judge,  who  seems  to  have  been  strongly  imlnicd  with 
the  vulgar  prejudices  wlilch  existed  against  all  the  prisoners. 
The  case  against  Spencer  Cowper  was  thus  shaped,  —  tliat 
Sarah  Stout  nuist  have  been  murdered  l)y  some  one  before 
her  body  was  thrown  into  the  water,  —  because  it  was  dis- 
covered floating  on  the  surface,  which  was  impossible  if  she 
had  drowned  herself,  —  and  tliat  under  the  circumstances  he 
alone  could  have  done  the  deed.      U'he  first  proposition  was 


*    Down  to  this  time  tlie  Chief  .Tiistieo  of  England,  on   ffreat  occasions,  st! 
acted   as  a   niai^istratc    in   coniniiltint^   criniiiials  for  trial,  and  even   in    (HnlHn 
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negatived  even  by  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution.  Beyond  CHAP. 
the  objection  to  the  theory  propounded  respecting  the  floating  ^^I^^- 
and  sinking  of  dead  bodies,   the  corpse   of  Sarah   Stout  was  j^^g 

found  under  the  water  supported  by  stakes  in  a  mill  race, 
tliere  being  nothing  visible  on  the  surface  except  a  part  of  her 
I-'ctticoat.  But  a  servant  maid  of  Mrs.  Stout  created  a  very 
strong  impression  against  the  young  barrister,  by  swearing 
"that  on  Monday,  the  13th  of  March,  the  first  day  of 
the  Spring  Assizes,  he  alighted  from  his  horse  at  the 
house,  and  dined  there ;  that  a  bed-room  was  prepared 
lor  him ;  that  having  gone  out,  he  returned  to  supper  ^ 
that  in  his  hearing  she  was  ordered  to  go  up  stairs  to  Avarm 
his  bed  ;  that  when  she  went  to  do  this  she  left  him  and 
Mrs.  Sarah  in  the  parlour  together,  j\Irs.  Stout  having  before 
retired  to  rest ;  that  while  she  was  warming  the  bed,  about  a 
quarter  before  eleven  at  night,  she  heard  the  slamming  of  the 
outer  door ;  that  when  she  came  down  jMr.  Cowper  and  Mrs. 
Sarah  were  gone  ;  that  she  and  Mrs.  Stout  remained  up  fur 
them  all  night,  believing  that  they  had  walked  out  together, 
but  did  not  alarm  the  neighbourhood  for  the  sake  of  the  young 
lady's  reputation  ;  and  that  their  suspense  was  at  last  termi- 
nated in  the  morning,  by  the  news  of  the  body  being  found 
in  the  river,  a1>out  half  a  mile  from  the  house."  By  other 
witnesses  it  was  proved  that  the  three  accomplices  had  been 
together  in  a  room  at  Hertford  soon  after  eleven,  one  of 
them  l)eing  wet,  and  in  a  great  persj>iration ;  that  tliey 
had  talked  much  of  j\Irs.  Sarah  Stout,  saying,  "that  she  had 
behaved  ill  to  a  lover,  but  that  her  courting  days  were  now 
over,"'  and  that  a  piece  of  rope  and  a  bundle  were  I'ound  in 
a  closet  belonging  to  the  room  they  had  occupied. 

Spencer  Cowper  not  being  allowed  the  assistance  of  counsel  The  dc- 
defended  himself  Avith  great  finnness  and  ])resence  of  mind,  ^'"'' 
and  l)y  his  cross-examination  of  the  witnesses  showt'd  the 
j'allacy  of  a  great  ])art  of  the  case  for  t!ie  crown,  \\'heu  he 
came  to  address  the  jury,  lie  pointed  out  how  tiie  ])r(isi'(Mitiou 
had  arisen  from  tlie  /.eal  of  the  (^nakers  to  maintain  the  re- 
pntation  of  their  .-eet,  and  i'rom  the  ftaids  oeeasioned  l)v  the 
election    of  his   lather    aiul  brother  Inr  tlie  b(.)rouah  of  llert- 
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CHAP.  ford.  He  then  proceeded  to  explain  the  circumstances  em- 
■  ployed  to  raise  a  suspicion  against  him  —  which  he  protested 
that,  out  of  tenderness  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  lie 
would  not  have  done  had  it  not  been  to  rescue  from  danger 
the  three  innocent  men  who  were  on  their  trial  along  with 
him.  He  detailed  the  following  facts,  which  were  satisfac- 
torily proved  by  the  evidence  of  his  brother  William,  after- 
wards Lord  Chancellor,  Mrs.  Cowper,  the  Chancellor's  first 
wife,  and  other  witnesses  of  undoubted  credit :  that  the  fair 
Quakeress,  although  he  was  a  married  man,  had  conceived 
an  uncontrollable  passion  for  him,  Avhich  he  in  vain  had  at- 
tempted to  repress  ;  that  when  in  London  she  wrote  to  him 
"  she  was  coming  to  visit  him  at  his  chambers  in  the  Tem- 
ple ;"  that  he  communicated  this  assignation  in  confidence  to 
his  brother,  and  they  agreed  that  as  she  was  to  dine  that  day 
with  their  father,  in  Hatton  Garden,  William  should  say,  as 
if  casually,  in  her  hearing,  "  Spencer  was  gone  into  the 
country  on  business :"  that  this  scheme  of  inducing  her  not 
to  go  to  the  Temple  was  carried  into  effect ;  that  she  had 
solicited  him  to  lodge  at  her  mother's  house  during  the  assizes 
in  the  spring  of  this  year,  which  he  declined,  as  he  was  to 
occupy  lodgings  at  a  jNIr.  Barefoot's,  in  the  Market  Place, 
which  were  usually  kept  for  his  brother,  who  was  detained  in 
London  by  parliamentary  business  ;  that  on  the  5th  of  March 
she  Avrote  to  him,  saying,  "  I  am  glad  yo.u  have  not  quite 
forgot  there  is  such  a  person  as  I  in  being  ;  but  I  am  willing 
to  shut  my  eyes  and  not  sec  any  thing  that  looks  like  un- 
kindness  in  you,  and  rather  content  myself  with  what  excuses 
yon  are  pleased  to  make,  than  l)e  inquisitive  into  what  1 
must  not  know  :  I  am  sure  the  winter  has  been  too  unpleasant 
for  me  to  desire  the  continuance  of  it ;  and  I  wish  you  were 
to  endure  the  sliar[)ncss  of  it  but  for  one  hour,  as  I  have 
done  for  many  long  nights  and  days  ;  and  then  I  l)elieve  it 
would  move  that  rocky  heart  of  yours  that  can  be  so  thought- 
less of  nic  as  you  are  :  AVhen  you  come  to  II — d,  pray  let 
your  steed  guide  you,  and  do  not  do  as  you  did  the  last  time  ; 
and  be  sure  order  your  afl'airs  to  be  here  as  soon  as  you  can, 
which  cannot  be;  sooner  than  you  will  be  heartily  welcome;"' 
—  that   on    the   Otl;  of  March   she  wrote  him    another  letter. 
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in  which  she  plainly  proposed  that  they  should  live  together,      CHAP. 

adding  this  expression,  "  for  come  life,  come  death,  I  am   ' 

resolved  never  to  desert  you ;  therefore,  according  to  your  ^  j,  i  ggg^ 
appointment,  I  will  expect  you ;"  that  from  the  rebuffs  she 
met  with  she  had  fallen  into  a  melancholy,  and  had  several 
times  threatened  to  destroy  herself;  that  on  the  Monday  in 
question  he  took  possession  of  his  lodgings  at  Barefoot's,  and 
was  to  sleep  there,  but  that  to  sooth  her  he  went  to  her 
mother's  house,  and  was  prevailed  upon  to  stop  to  dinner, 
and  to  promise  to  call  again  at  night ;  that  he  did  call,  but 
refused  supper,  and  that  the  maid,  in  his  hearing,  being  or- 
dered to  warm  his  bed  (as  she  had  truly  sworn),  did  leave 
the  room  for  that  purpose,  he  then  making  no  objection  to 
the  proposal.  He  abstained  from  stating  the  conversation 
which  then  passed  between  him  and  the  young  lady,  there 
being  no  third  person  present,  but  he  gave  the  Judge  and 
jury  to  understand  that,  for  the  sake  of  her  character,  having 
remained  silent  in  the  presence  of  the  maid,  —  as  soon  as 
they  w^ere  alone  together  he  positively  refused  to  sleep  there, 
and  he  immediately  left  the  house.  He  proved,  in  the  clearest 
manner,  that  before  the  clock  struck  eleven  he  had  returned 
to  his  lodgings  at  Barefoot's,  and  that  he  never  went  out  again 
till  next  morning  —  after  news  of  the  catastroj)he  which  had 
happened  had  been  spread  over  the  town.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm. 
Cowper,  when  examined,  particularly  spoke  to  Mrs.  Sarah's 
frequent  fits  of  despondency,  her  repeated  expressions  of  her 
wnsli  to  be  rid  of  life,  and  of  prognostications  she  had  uttered 
of  her  approaching  death. 

With  respect  to  the  two  attorneys,  it  was  proved  that,  'I'^t-  ac- 
coming  to  attend  the  assizes,  they  had  taken  a  room  jolntlv,  '^""^^  "^'"'' 
meaning,  after  the  fashion  of  the  age,  to  sleep  together  ;  and 
that  the  scrivener,  a  particular  friend  of  tliclrs,  arriving  late 
at  night,  after  galloi)ing  the  greater  part  of  tlic  wav  from 
London  in  a  heavy  rain,  and  not  being  able  to  iijid  a  lodging, 
they  had  invited  hhn  to  take  a  part  of  tlu'ir  IxhI.  J  before 
going  to  rest,  for  the  refreshment  of  the  scri\ciu'i-  ihev  sent 
out  to  a  tavern  for  some  wine,  which  fhoy  called  upon 
their  landlord  to  ])artake  of;  and  as  the  glass  went  round, 
they  talked  nierrily  of  the   (Quaker  beauty,   well  known   in 

T      J 
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CHAP,     those  parts,  who  was   supposed   to   have  jilted  a  friend  of 
^        '     tlieirs,    of  the  name  of  INIarshal,  and  whose  coquetries  they 
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predicted  would  soon  come  to  an  end,  as  she  had  reached 
her  twenty-fifth  year,  and  "  her  courting  days  were  nearly 
over." 
Summing  In  modcm  times,  at  the  close  of  such  a  case,  the  Judge 
Judge  ^^  would  interpose  and  direct  an  acquittal,  and  the  counsel  for 
the  i)rosccution  would  readily  concur  in  this  course ;  but 
Mr.  Jones,  the  counsel  who  conducted  this  prosecution, 
having  made  several  speeches  very  irregulai'ly  during  the  trial, 
still  pressed  for  a  conviction  of  all  the  four,  and  jNIr.  Baron 
Hatsel  put  their  lives  in  jeopardy.  After  a  most  imper- 
fect sketch  of  the  evidence  about  finding  the  body,  he  says, 
"  You  have  heard  also  what  the  Doctors  and  Surgeons  said 
on  the  one  side  and  the  other  concerning  the  swimming  and 
sinking  of  dead  bodies  in  the  Avatei',  but  I  can  find  no  cer- 
tainty in  it,  and  I  leave  it  in  your  consideration.*  Gentle- 
men, I  was  very  much  puzzled  in  my  thoughts,  and  was  at  a 
loss  to  find  out  what  inducement  there  could  be  to  draw  in 
]Mr.  Cowper,  or  tliosc  three  other  gentlemen,  to  commit  such 
a  horrid  barbarous  murder.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  1 
could  not  imagine  what  there  should  be  to  induce  this 
gentlewoman,  a  j)erson  of  a  plentiful  fortune  and  a  very 
sober  good  reputation,  to  destroy  herself.  Now,  gentlemen, 
I  nuist  confess,  the  evidence  the  defendants  have  given  by 
these  letters,  if  you  believe  them  to  be  this  gentlewoman's 
handwriting,  do  seem  to  fortify  all  that  jNIr.  Cow})cr's  Avit- 
nesses  liave  i^aid  concerning  her  being  melancholy  :  It  might 
be  a  love  distraction,  and  .she  might  have  been  a  virtuous 
woman  for  all  that ;  for  it  miglit  be  a  distemper  wliich  came 
upon  her  and  turned  her  brains,  and  discomposed  her  mind  ; 
and  then  no  wonder  at  her  writing  thus,  in  a  manner  difterent 
from  the  rest  of  the  actions  of  her  life.  Gentlemen,  you  are 
to  consider  and  Aveigh  tlie  evidence,  and  I  will  not  trouble 

*  Medical  ,juris])nideiicc,  still  iinpoifcctly  cultivated  in  tiiis  country,  seems 
then  to  tiavc  been  at  a  very  low  el)l).  A  doctor,  on  this  trial,  helnj;  clieckcd  l)y 
15aroii  Ilatsel,  when  about  to  ijuote  the  ojilnions  of  Galen  and  Ilii)i)ocratcs  ujion 
death  l)y  drowninjr,  said  :  ''1  see  not,  iny  ],ovd,  wliy  I  should  not  (|note  the 
fathers  of  my  profession,  as  well  as  you  gintletnen  of  the  long  robe  iiuote  Coke 
upon  Littleton  in  yours." 
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you  any  more  about  that  matter.       As  to  these  three  other     CHAP. 
gentlemen,  that  came  to  this  town  at  the  time  of  the  last 


assizes,  what  there  is  against  them  you  have  heard :  They  ^  ^  ^gg^ 
talked  at  their  lodgings  at  a  strange  rate  concerning  this 
Mrs.  Sarah  Stout.  What  you  can  make  of  it,  that  I  must 
leave  to  you ;  but  they  were  very  strange  expressions,  and 
you  are  to  judge  whether  they  were  spoken  in  jest  or  in 
earnest.  There  was  a  cord  found  in  the  room,  and  a  bundle 
seen  there,  but  I  know  not  what  to  make  of  it.  As  to  Mrs. 
Sarah,  there  was  no  sign  of  any  circle  about  her  neck,  which, 
as  they  say,  must  have  been  if  she  had  been  strangled. 
Truly,  gentlemen,  these  three  men,  by  their  talking,  have 
given  great  cause  of  suspicion ;  but  whether  they  and  Mr. 
Cowper  are  guilty  or  no,  that  you  are  to  determine.  I  am 
sensible  I  have  omitted  many  things,  but  I  am  a  little 
faint,  and  cannot  repeat  any  more  of  the  evidence." — Foreman 
of  the  Jury.  "We  have  taken  notes,  my  Lord." — Baron 
Hatsel.  "  AYell,  then,  gentlemen,  go  together  and  consider  the 
evidence,  and  I  pray  God  direct  you  in  giving  your  verdict." 

The  Jury  deliberated  as  much  as  half  an  hour,  and  then  Verdict, 
delivered  a  verdict  of  Not  Guilty  as  to  all  the  prisoners. 
AVilliam  Cowper  and  the  rest  of  the  family  were  in  an 
agony  of  suspense,  but  when  the  Jury  came  back  into  Court 
and  Spencer  was  desired  to  hold  up  his  hand,  he  did  so  with 
the  utmost  composure  while  uncertain  as  to  his  doom.* 

Tlie  verdict  was  unquestionably  just,   but   fanaticism  and  "Appeal of 

...  1    !•         T  1  1  1        •  11        1  (■  IlUlfdlT." 

taction  are  bund,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  bring  all  the  lour 
again  to  trial,  by  the  process  called  "  an  Appeal  of  Murder"! 
sued  out  in  the  name   of  the   heir   at  law  of   Sarah   Stout.:}: 


'  He  resumed  liis  practice  at  tlie  bar  —  afterwards  sat  in  tlie  House  of  Com- 
mons as  meml)er  for  Herealstoiie,  was  made  a  Judi^e  of  tlie  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  and  presided  on  many  trials  for  murder  —  ever  cautious  and  mereifullv 
inclined  —  remembering^  the  great  i)eril  wliieli  lie  himsi'lf  had  undergone.  lie 
was  l)uried  in  the  church  of  Hertingfordlniry,  where  a  splendid  monument  is 
erected  to  his  memory,  while  there  is  no  stone  to  conimemorate  the  Chancellor, 
although  he  lies  close  l)y. 

f  'I'his  mode  of  ])roceeding  was  only  abolished  in  the  reign  of  Cu'orge  IV.  It 
was  generally  considered  odious  as  a  s])ecies  of  private  revt'nge,  depriving  the 
Crown  of  the  power  to  pardon;  but  Lord  Ilolt  declared  it  to  be  "a  nolde  badge 
of  the  liberties  of  an   Knglishmaii." 

1    I;J  St.  Tr.   1190— I'-'JO.  ;    Lord  Kavmond,  .^(JO. ;    12  ."Mod.  :;7l.'. 
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CHAP. 
CXIIL 

A.  D.  1699. 
Proceed- 
ings 
quashed. 


There  were  various  hearings  on  the  subject,  before  Lord 
Keeper  Wright,  who  called  to  his  assistance  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  Lord  Chief  Justice  Treby,  Lord  Chief  Baron 
Ward,  and  Mr.  Justice  Powell.  William  Cowper  attended  as 
counsel  for  his  brother,  and  argued  the  case  for  him  with 
great  talent,  his  energy  being  stimulated  not  subdued  by  the 
anxiety  which  he  felt.*  No  misgiving  was  ever  felt  by  him 
for  a  moment  respecting  Spencer's  innocence,  but  consider- 
ing the  perverted  and  infuriated  state  of  the  public  mind,  it 
was  of  the  highest  importance  that  the  risk  of  a  mistaken 
verdict  should  not  be  again  run.  Upon  a  capital  conviction 
in  this  form  of  proceeding,  the  Crown  had  no  power  to  par- 
don. On  account  of  an  informality,  the  first  appeal  was 
quashed,  and  the  Lord  Keeper,  with  the  unanimous  concur- 
rence of  his  assessors,  refused  to  issue  a  writ  for  another. 
All  unprejudiced  persons,  and  even  many  violent  political 
opponents,  allowed  the  acquittal  to  have  been  honourable,  f 


*  I  have  now  lying  before  me  two  long  "  playdoyers,"  which  he  used  on  those 
occasions  —  one  entitled  "Notes  and  Authority's  preparatory  to  my  argument 
against  a  new  writ  in  my  brother's  case,  and  as  the  counsel's  instructions."  The 
other,  "  Argument  for  my  brother  Spencer,  at  Lord  Keeper  Wright's  chamber 
in  the  Inner  Temple,  May  27.  1700." — They  display  vast  research  and  acutc- 
ness. 

f  The  malevolent  turn  given  to  the  affair  by  Mrs.  Manley  in  the  "  New 
Atalantis  "  in  her  story  of  "  Mosco  and  Zara,"'  was  that  Spencer  Cowper  Iiad 
yielded  to  her  solicitations  ;  that,  having  grown  tired  of  her,  he  wished  to  shake 
her  off;  that  on  the  night  in  question,  wlien  she  wished  that  they  sliould  retire 
together  to  the  chamber  prepared  for  him  in  her  mother's  house,  he  jjrevailed 
upon  her  to  take  a  walk  with  him  by  the  river  side  ;  that  he  then  refused  to 
agree  to  her  scheme  of  abandoning  his  wife  for  her  ;  and  tliat  having  actually 
run  off  from  her,  sfie,  in  despair,  threw  herself  into  the  water.  This  last  scene 
will  show  wliat  faitli  is  to  lie  given  to  tlie  narrations  of  ^Irs.  Manley  :  "  Zara 
speaks  :  '  I  have  told  my  motlier  of  my  design  to  take  you  for  a  husband  :  my 
(iesjiair  and  melancholy  has  drawn  her  at  length  to  consent.  Do  but  utterly 
forego  that  woman  you  call  your  wife,  and  we  require  no  more  for  making  mine 
(in  our  opinion)  a  lawful  marriage.  We  are  above  tlie  little  censure  of  others  ; 
the  law  nor  magistrates  do  not  frighten  us.  I  make  you  absolute  master  of 
my  fortune,  only  upon  these  conditions  —  My  Dear  !  why  do  you  not  speak  ? 
Tliou  art  not  come  here  to  disajipoint  me.' — '  Alas!  beautiful  Zara,  wliat  can 
I  answer?  You  don't  know  the  world;  you  are  ignorant  of  mankind.  'Tis  in 
our  power  to  marry  ourselves  but  once  as  long  as  that  wife  shall  live.  1  said 
the  contrary,  only  to  leave  your  virtue  that  pretence  for  yielding  :  but  ne  must 
both  l)e  utterly  void  of  common  sense  to  pass  such  a  marriage  upon  the  world. 
No  wise  woman  reckons  on  the  })erformance  of  those  extravagant  things  that 
are  said  to  gain  lier.  Be  content  witii  my  love;  there's  notiiing  I  shall  omit  to 
please  you  ;  1  will  lose  no  opportunity  to  entertain  you  with  my  passion,  pro- 
vided you  are  discreet,  and  do  not  expose  us  Ijoth.'  lie  was  going  on  when 
Ziira,  not  able  to  hear  any  more,  sunk  ujion  lier  km\s.  and  catciiing  liold  of  his 
c>iat  with  both  her  hands,    interrupted  him  thus:    '  Kill  :iie  ujx))!  tlie  instant;  I 
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The  prosecution,  however,  had  the  desired  effect  of  sub-     CHAP, 
verting   the   Cowper   interest  in   Hertford.       At  the  next 


general  election,  it  was  manifest  that  no  one  bearing  that  ^  „  j^oi. 

name  had  the  slightest   chance  of  being  returned  for  that  Hertford 

borough.      Sir  William  for  ev«r  retired  from  parliament.  Cowpers. 

Fortunately    Lord    Somers  took   compassion    on    young  Lord 

William,  and  recommended  him  to  the   Duke  of  Bolton,  a  ^^^'^'^^ 

tries  to  get 

great  Whig  borough  proprietor.     In  consequence,  his  Grace,  \v.  Cowper 
in  a  manner  rather  more  open  than  was  practised  when  the  *^ar"[an-,en ° 
system  of  Peers  interfering  at  elections  was  better  established,  through  the 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Mayor  of  Totness,  to  be  communicated  "he'^Dukeof 
to  the  burgesses,   recommending   Councillor   Cowper  as  a  fit  Bolton, 
and  proper  person  to  represent  them  ;   but  the  Mayor,  from 
mistake    or   treachery,   held  back  the  recommendation,  and 
allowed   Mr.  Gwynne,   the   candidate  favoured  by  the  Sey- 
mour   family,    to    get   an    advantage   which    could   not    be 

have  something  more  than  the  pains  of  death  upon  me.  Words  cannot  express 
them  !  O,  if  ever  you  intend  to  meet  mercy  (as  certainly  you'll  one  day  stand 
in  need  of  it),  have  mercy  upon  me,  a  creature  undone  by  love,  agonised  by 
passion,  tortured  by  despair  !  Kill  me,  or  comply  with  my  request.  I  shall 
never  live,  T  cannot  live  to  see  another  day.  Pity  me;  pity  t!:e  lost,  tlie  ex- 
jiiring  Zara  ;  Zaru,  wlio  adores  you;  Zara,  enchanted  by  your  powerful  inagic  ; 
Zara,  that  even  now  dies,  and  can  live  no  more  without  some  returning  kind- 
ness.' Here  her  sobs  choaked  her  words.  He  striving  to  get  loose  from  her, 
she  grasping  to  retain  him  ;  he  saw  he  could  not  bring  her  to  reason,  and,  there- 
fore, since  tliey  must  quarrel,  the  breach  had  best  be  made  in  the  open  fields, 
where  nobody  could  hear  them.  He  would  take  the  pretence,  and  break  from 
lier,  never  to  be  jjlagued  with  her  importunity  again.  '  You  would  do  well, 
madam,'  says  he,  aiming  to  unlock  her  hands,  '  to  leave  me  in  peace,  and  go 
home  to  compose  your  brain  by  slee]).  You  happen  to  be  amorous,  and  fan- 
tastically mad,  and  I  must  be  tlie  suflerer.  Are  you  the  first  woman  who  lias 
gone  upon  a  wrong  princijjlc?  Thy  family  and  reputation  are  not  to  be  staked 
for  trifles.  Be  more  moderate,  or  assure  yourself  I'll  never,  from  this  instant, 
see  you  more.'  Here  he  threw  abroad  her  hands,  and  broke  from  her.  Slie 
fell  her  length  upon  the  ground  ;  then  getting  u|)  as  fast  as  she  coidd,  strove  to 
follow  him,  i)Ut  he  was  at  too  great  a  distance.  Revenge  and  despair  worked 
Iier  up  to  the  height  of  lunacy  :  she  tore  off  iier  hood,  her  coif,  her  gown  that 
hung  loosely  about  lier,  trampling  it  luider  foot,  and  calling  after  him,  '  Turn, 
turn  hut  a  moment;  turn,'  she  cried,  'and  see  wliat  love  and  rage  can  do;  re- 
turn,and  see  what  Zurti  can  jierform.  Ruin — desp;iir — destruction  —  death  — 
eternal  misery  overtake  me!  Heaven,  earth,  and  lieil,  revenge  my  wrongs  I  I 
devote  mysulf  to  eternal  misery,  in  view  of  returning  in  the  mi)st  aiirigliting  form 
to  haunt  this  l)arbarian.  Let  me  mingle  among  all  tlie  tiaitor's  ])leasures  ;  let 
him  attain  to  no  honours  but  what  may  l)e  l)la-.ted  by  tlie  reiiienibrance  of 
Zara.  Receive  me,  ()  hos])itai)!e  flood,  into  tiiy  cold  Ixisoni  ;  receive  a  devoted 
wreteli,  whose  flame  thy  waters  only  can  ([ueiieli.'  Here  vlio  flounced  with  all 
her  strength  into  the  river;  to  the  last  moment  persisting  in  a  desire  of  sjieedy 
death." — New  Atiilnnth.x.  'J'JI.  Ifefutation  and  eoiument  would  l)e  ridiculous; 
but  it  is  curious  to  se<'  what  gave  such  delighl  in  the  reign  of  (iueen  Anne:  and 
what,  though  disbelieved,  was  read  by  all. 
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CHAP. 
CXIIL 


A.n.  1701. 
Elec- 
tioneering 
at  Totness. 


retrieved.  At  last,  the  Mayor  having  published  the  recom- 
mendation of  Cowper,  the  Bolton  party  in  the  Borough 
wrote  this  despatch  to  the  Duke  :  "  Totness,  Dec.  24.  1700. 
May  it  please  your  Grace  —  We  humbly  beg  pardon  for  not 
giving  an  answer  sooner  to  your  obliging  letter,  which  was 
indeed  communicated  to  some  of  us  by  our  Mayor  the  day 
he  received  it,  but  he  deferred  calling  a  Hall  to  impart  its 
contents  to  our  burgesses  and  freemen  till  this  day,  when 
we  perceived  by  them  that  they  were  most  of  them  engaged 
by  the  interest  of  Sir  E.  Seymour  for  Mr.  Gwynne.  But 
what  did  most  surprise  us  was  his  shoAving  us  a  copy,  which 
he  had  written,  he  said,  to  your  Gi'ace  in  his  own  name, 
without  our  knowledge,  wherein  he  intimated  that  we  were 
not  now  in  a  capacity  to  serve  you  as  you  desired.  Indeed, 
the  difficulties  by  his  delays  are  now  very  great,  but  not,  as 
we  hope,  insurmountable  ;  and  you  recommending  to  us  such 
a  person  as  is  well  qualified  for  such  a  trust,  and  consistent 
with  your  honovu'  and  our  reputation,  we  hope  we  shall  be 
able  to  give  you  a  good  account  of  our  proceedings  at  our 
next  election,  and  that  we  arc  really, 
"  May  it  please  your  Grace, 

"  Your  most  humble  and  obedient  Servants," 

&c.  &c. 


The  Duke  forwarded  this  document  in  the  enclosed  letter 
to  Mr.  Cowper. 

"  Sir, 
"  I  enclose  you  a  letter  I  received  yesterday  from  Totness, 
by  which  you  will  see  that  the  IMayor  not  comnumicating 
the  contents  of  my  letter  in  due  time  to  the  burgesses  and 
freemen  has  occasioned  a  greater  difficulty  than  I  could 
have  imagined ;  but  you  will  see  they  are  in  h()})cs  to  give 
me  a  good  account  of  their  proceedings  at  their  next  election, 
and  therefore  I  think  it  absolutely  necessary  that  you,  im- 
mediately upon  receipt  of  this,  go  down  post,  for  your 
])rcscnec  there  would  be  of  great  service.  I  sent  my  secre- 
tary post  thither  on  Tuesday  last,  vi])on  some  letters  I  re- 
ceived  from    thence ;    he  is    upon    the    place,    and    will    be 
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assistant  to  you.     I  am  in  so  great  a  hurry  that  you  will,  I     CHAP, 
hope,  excuse  my  making  use  of  another  hand  than  that  of 
"  Sir, 

"  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

"  Bolton." 


A.D.  170L 


Cowper  immediately  returned  the  following  answer :  — 

"  I  received,  last  night,  your  Grace's  letter  with  that  from 
Totness  enclosed.  The  first  time  I  knew  of  your  favourable 
intentions  towards  mc,  which,  however  ineffectual  they  may 
prove  by  the  practice  of  the  Mayor,  (who,  'tis  plain,  hath 
endeavoured,  by  better  advice  than  his  own,  to  avoid  as 
civilly  as  he  could  the  authority  your  Grace's  letter  would 
otherwise  have  had  in  his  Corporation,)  will  always  be 
valued  by  me  as  an  evidence  of  your  good  opinion,  and 
acknowledged  to  the  best  of  my  power.  I  had  immediately 
obeyed  your  Grace  in  going  post  to  Totness,  if  want  of 
exercise  *  had  not  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  perform  such 
a  journey  in  that  manner,  though  I  fear  my  presence  there 
would  add  nothing  to  what  your  power  and  interest  has 
done  for  mc  in  that  place,  especially  being  hindered  by  the 
Act  of  Parliament  from  using  the  only  means  a  stranger 
can  on  a  sudden  recommend  himself  by.  What  I  can  think  j\jo(ie  of 
of  to  contribute  on  my  ])art,   is   to  emiiower  your  Grace's  '"■''^'"fJ  ■\ 

.  >  .  horomjli  in 

secretary,  if  he  sees  it  useiiil,  and  can  do  it  so  as  not  to  let  the  rci,i;n  of 
the  other  side  prove  it  upon  lilm,  insinuate  to  some  one  that  '"• 
he  can  trust  tliat  he  may  disperse  it  to  the  rest,  that  '  I  will 
l)c  a  benefactor  to  the  town  as  soon  as  I  safely  may,'  and  if 
we  succeed,  your  Grace  may  rely  on  me  for  making  good 
your  servant's  promise  to  your  satislaction,  who,  l)y  your 
Grace's  unmerited  goodness  to  mc,  will  in  that,  and  in  every 
thing  else,  have  a  rlglit  to  ccnnmand, 

"  Your  Grace's  most  faithful  and 

"  ]Most  obedient  Servant, 

"  ^y.  c'owi'Eii." 

Had  tlie  prosjicct   been  more  encouraging,   "want  of  ex- 

'    Till';  cdiiy  I  linvi'  (;ik«  n  from  tin'  dnui^Iit  of  the  K  ttcr,  in  wliicli,  for  "  w.iiit 
of  fxcrcisc,''  till-  worcK  wcie  oiiLriiiallv  "  inv  \\a_v  ol  I'iI'l'." 
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CHAP,     erclse  "  would  not  have  prevented  the  young  lawyer,  accus- 
'     tomed  to  ride  the  circuit,  from  speedily  setting  off  "  post " 


A  D  1701  ^^^  Totness.*  His  subsequent  observations  clearly  show, 
that  the  act  lately  passed  against  treating  and  bribery  f  had 
only  introduced  a  little  more  care  to  preserve  secrecy,  and 
that  detection  being  avoided,  to  corrupt  a  borough  was  not 
then  considered  disrejiutable. 

It  Avould  appear  from  the  following  letter,  that  the  Duke 
of  Bolton,  hurt  that  Cowper,  who  was  to  be  his  candidate, 
declined  to  present  himself  immediately  to  the  electors  of 
Totness,  had  applied  to  Lord  Somers  to  engage  him  in  the 
contest,  but  that  the  attempt  was  vain. 

"  My  Lord  Duke, 
"  My  Lord  Somers  having  favoured  me  with  an  account 
of  what  your  Grace  has  done  for  me  since  I  had  the  honour 
of  your  last  letter,  and  that  'tis  thought  my  being  at  Totness 
might  be  of  some  use  there ;  I  could  not  but  lay  hold  of  this 
opportunity  of  writing  by  your  Grace's  servant,  as  Avell  to 
assure  you  that  although  I  must  for  ever  acknowledge  by 
what  hand  your  favour  is  derived  to  me,  I  mean  that  of  my 
Lord  Somers,  yet  I  shall  never  suffer  any  consideration 
whatsoever  to  lessen  that  sense  I  have  of  your  great  goodness 
to  me  in  taking  care  of  my  concerns  to  a  degree,  I  am  not 
capable  of  doing  it  for  myself:  as  likewise  to  confess  how 
much  I  am  ashamed,  that  when  I  understand  so  much  liard- 
ship  is  undergone  by  others  for  me,  I  should  not  be  able  to 
set  a  helping  hand  in  that  part  wliich  is  at  pi'csent  expected 
from  me.  I  have  but  one  short  and  true  apology,  tliat  I  am 
sorry  how  my  state  of  healtli  renders  it  at  tills  season  abso- 
lutely impossible  for  me,  which  I  beg  your  Grace's  belief  of ; 
since  nothing  else  could  in  the  least  excuse  me,  and  that  only 
is  the  real  excuse  why  I  did  not  set  out  on  the  first  intima- 
tion I  had  of  your  Grace's  opinion  in  that  particular. 
"  I  am,  &c. 

"  W.   COWI'EK." 

*  Of  course  tlie  reader  is  aware,  that  travellinir  ])ost  at  tliat  time  meant  rii/iiK/ 
(in  /iiirsihiic/i,  all  persons  attempting  to  travel  in  carriages  going  slowly  with 
their  own  horses,  and  post  horses  to  draw  carriages  not  being  kept  till  half  a 
century  after. 

i    7  \-  s  W.  :;.  c.    1. 
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He  took  refuge  in  Berealstone,  which  was  entirely  close,     CHAP, 
and  was  one  of  a  class  of  boroughs  so  convenient  and  useful 


that  we  cannot  help  sometimes  regretting  the  scandal  which  ^  j,  j-,qc 
rendered  their  abolition  necessary ;    for  I   fear  we  cannot   Cowper  is 
deny  that  they  sent  to  parliament  members  more  eloquent  for  Bere- 
and  better  qualified  to  serve  the  state  than  the  new  boroughs  alstone. 
with  larger  constituencies  which  have  been  substituted  for 
them.     Cowper  continued  to  sit  for  the  same  place,  while  he 
was  the  leader  of  the  Whig  party  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
till  he  accepted  the  Great  Seal.  * 

Though  for  a  time  deeply  grieved  by  the  loss  of  Hertford,   Hopes  of 
he  was  now  in  high  spirits  on  account  of  the  reaction  in  favour  jigap.  '^* 
of  the   Whigs,  caused  by  Louis   XIV. 's  foolish  recognition   pointed  by 
of  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales  as  King  of  Great  Britain,   King  wii- 
confidently  expecting  to  see  his  patron,  Lord  Somers,  forth-  ^^'^"^  ^^^• 
Avith  holding  the  Great  Seal,  and  his  own  speedy  advancement 
to  the  office  of  Attorney  or  Solicitor  General.     But  his  pros- 
pects seemed  for  ever  blighted  on  the  accession  of  Queen 
Anne,   when  there  was  at  first  sucli   a  proscription  of  the 
Whigs  that  Lord  Somers's  name  was  sti'uck  out  of  the  list  of 
the  Privy  Council,  and  out  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Peace 
all  over  England.     Cowper  was  even  apprehensive  that  his 
silk  gown  would  be  taken  from  him  ;  —  and  of  six   Whig 
King's  counsel,  four  who  had  given  particular  oftence  to  the 
liigh-church  party   were   actually  cashiered.      However,  his 
patent  Avas  renewed  —  perhaps,   upon  the  consideration  that 
Avith  a  stuff  gOAvn,  and  standing  Avithout  the  bar,  he  would 
have  maintained  his  professional  ascendency. 

In  the  new  reign,  as  a  politician  he   followed  the  magna-   Cowper's 
nimous  example  set  him  by  his  chief,  — supporting  ministers  parliament 
Avhcn  they  adopted  the  measures   of  their  predecessors,  and  »*  the  com- 

...  P  ,  11111  PI        mencemeiit 

nutigatuig   as  iar  as   Jic  could   the   bad  consequences  oi  the  oftherel'ni 
illiberal  domestic  policy  to  Avhlchthey  for  some  time  adhered.   '^*  Anne. 
On   the   assembling   of  Anne's  first  parliament,   the  ghost  of  Oct.  1702. 
Sarah  Stout  Avas  still  supposed  to  haunt  the  streets  of  Hert- 
ford at  midnight,  on  its  Avay  to   the   mill  race, —  and  he  was 
again  obliged  to  fiy  to  Berealstone.  f 

*    Ciwynne  was  retmnoil  for  'J'otnes-  or.  tlu  Sevuiour  interest, 
t  G  Pari.   Hist.  •!'_'. 
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CHAT. 

CXIII. 

His 

speeches 
in  the 
House  of 
Commons, 


Just  view 
taken  by 
him  of 

"privilege' 
in  the 
Aylesbury 
case. 


Although  we  know  that  he  continued  a  frequent  debater, 
and  that  as  leader  of  the  small  Whig  minority  in  the  House 
of  Commons  he  strenuously  supported  the  war  with  France, 
and  opposed  the  bills  against  "  occasional  conformity,"  there 
is  no  shred  preserved  of  any  other  speech  he  ever  made  while 
he  remained  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  except  in 
the  great  privilege  case  of  Ashhy  v.  White.  He  had  tried  to 
resist  the  infamous  party  decisions  on  election  petitions  out  of 
which  the  controversy  arose  ;  and  when  the  obnoxious  judg- 
ment of  the  Lords  came  to  be  discussed,  while  he  allowed  that 
the  Commons  must  themselves  decide  upon  the  returns  of 
members,  he  insisted  that  it  would  be  no  violation  of  their 
rights  to  allow  an  elector  whose  vote  was  maliciously  refused 
to  maintain  an  action  against  the  returning  officer,  and  that 
the  House  of  Lords  was  fully  justified  in  deciding  that  such 
an  action  might  be  maintained.  He  contended  that  the 
elective  franchise  vested  in  an  individual  was  a  privilege ; 
that  the  wilful  violation  of  it  was  a  private  wrong,  working 
a  loss  to  the  party  injured,  and  that  there  being  "  injuria 
cum  damno^''  it  would  be  contrary  to  all  principle,  and  a 
reproach  to  the  jurisprudence  of  the  country  if  a  remedy  by 
action  were  not  afforded.  The  House  of  Commons  might 
rectify  the  return,  and  punish  the  returning  officer  for  his 
offence  against  the  public,  but  could  give  no  compensation  to 
the  injured  elector.  He  illustrated  his  position  happily  by  the 
case  of  a  battery,  for  which  not  only  the  wrong-doer  may  l)e 
punished  by  indictment,  but  for  which  a  reparation  in  da- 
mages is  given  by  civil  action.  He  ridiculed  the  quibble, 
that  by  the  ancient  theory  of  the  constitution,  the  obligation 
to  return  members  to  parliament  was  considered  a  burden, 
Avhen  in  reality  the  legitimate  possession  of  power  to  inter- 
])()se  in  tlie  makiu'];  of  laws  and  in  tlie  irovcrmnent  of  tiie 
country  was  a  noble  distinction, —  and  as  a  vote  for  mcnil)ers 
of  parliament  was  a  right  on  which  a  high  value  was  placed, 
lie  who  was  wrongfully  depiived  of  it  ouglit  to  have  legal 
redress,  in  the  same  manner  as  for  an  injury  to  his  })crson  or 
his  ])roperty.  As  for  the  argument  that  the  Lords  were 
(leeiding  on  the  privileges  of  the  Connnons,  he  sai<l,  ''  1'he 
Lords  liave  not  judged  the  fact  ;  they  are  bound  as  to  the 
fact  l»y  the  verdict,  and  they  are  unquestionably  the  judges 
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of  the  law  on  a  writ  of  error.  And,  therefore,  as  to  what  CHAP. 
has  been  said  that  any  fact  of  an  election  might  come  to  be 
determined  before  the  Lords,  it  is  a  great  mistake,  for  they 
judge  purely  of  the  law  on  writs  of  error,  as  every  one  knows 
who  knows  any  thing  of  our  constitution,  I  fear  we  are 
taking  from  the  subject  in  effect  Avhat  the  law  hath  adjudged 
his  right,  and  we  are  seeking  to  reverse  a  legal  judgment 
given  in  the  subject's  favour.  Upon  the  whole,  I  am  for  so 
nmch  of  your  resolution  as  serves  only  to  declare  that  you 
Iiave  the  sole  power  of  determining  the  rights  of  all  elec- 
tions, and  even  the  elector's  right  to  vote,  to  the  end  to  try 
who  is  your  member,  or  to  punish  the  officer  as  an  offender 
against  the  constitution  :  so  far  is  agreeable  to  the  constant 
law  and  practice  of  parliament.  But  for  that  part  of  the 
resolution  Avhich  relates  to  the  restraining  the  electors  from 
l)ringing  their  actions  for  the  personal  or  private  damage 
done  to  them,  I  think  it  is  not  agreeable  to  the  constitution 
of  parliament  or  the  law  of  the  land."  *  He  was  beaten  by 
a  majority  of  215  to  97,  and  a  dangerous  wound  was  given 
to  parliamentary  privilege  by  this  outrageous  abuse  of  it.  f  iiis,  ap- 
Ilowevcr,  he  greatly  raised  his  reputation  by  this  cft'ort,  and  [.'i™!^^'"", 
he  was  soon  to  be  placed  in  the  highest  civil  station  which  a  the  wool- 
.'uibjcct  could  enjoy. 

»    6  Pail.  Hist.  219. 

f  Wlien  arjruiiir;  for  the  ])rivili'<Tes  of  the  House  of  romnions  in  tlie  famous 
case  of  .SVoc/i(7a/t  V.  ILinsard.  I  had  more  (iiflifulty  in  clealin;r  with  Axhbi/w  White 
ilian  with  any  autliority  cited  ag-iiiist  me.  'J'lie  mere  decision  of  the  House  of 
Lords  holding  the  action  malntainal)Ie  amounted  to  very  little,  as  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Commons  did  not  in  any  slinpe  appear  ujion  the  record  ;  but  it 
was  not  easy  to  contend,  tliat  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  respecting 
their  privileges  is  binding  on  all  other  tribunals,  when  it  may  be,  and  has  been, 
carried  to  such  an  extravagant  pitch.  —  See  Lord  C<!)iij)heirs  Sjuct/iis,  p.  136. 
■|"he  Court  of  law  must  at  least  be  allowed  to  judge  whether  the  resolution  is  on 
the  sui)ject  of  i)rivilege,  so  as  to  be  within  the  peculiar  jurisdiction  of  the 
I  louse. 
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CHAPTER  CXIV. 

CONTINUATION  OF   THE  LIFE  OP  LORD  COWPER  TILL  THE  ACCESSION 
OF    GEORGE   I. 

CHAP.     The  general  election  which   took   place  in  the  summer  of 
1705,  having   turned    out    very  favourably  for  the  Whigs, 


Transfer  of  the  Earl  of  Godolphiu  and  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough 
the  Great  having  softcncd  Anne's  prejudices  against  that  party,  and 
Sir  Nathan  all  the  world  having  grown  sick  of  Lord  Keeper  Wright, 
Wright.  j^  became  clear  that  the  Great  Seal  must  soon  be  trans- 
ferred to  other  hands.  Lord  Somers  was  still  so  obnoxious 
to  the  Queen  and  to  the  clergy,  that  the  leaders  of  the 
Cabinet  had  not  the  courage  to  propose  to  make  him  again 
Chancellor,  Xorthey,  the  Attorney  General,  was  considered 
quite  unequal  to  the  post,  even  if  there  had  been  no  ob- 
jection to  his  politics,  and  there  was  a  dread  of  another 
incompetent  appointment  after  the  loud  and  long-continued 
complaints  against  poor  Sir  Natlian,  who  was  about  to  be 
cashiered.  Harcourt,  the  Solicitor  General,  was  a  man  of 
great  talents,  and  of  high  honour  ;  but  he  Avas  a  very  strong 
and  consistent  Tory,  and  as  it  Mas  thought  that  he  would 
always  be  true  to  his  party  and  his  jmnciples,  his  promotion 
would  not  have  been  endured  by  the  rising  Whigs.  All  eyes 
were  turned  to  ]Mr.  William  Cowpcr,  although  he  had 
never  been  a  law  officer  of  the  Crown.  lie  was  by  far 
the  most  distinguislicd  Whig  barrister ;  lie  had  for  some 
years  been  regarded  as  the  leader  of  his  party  in  the  House 
of  Commons;  and  by  his  agreeable  manners,  and  gentle- 
manlike bearing,  wliile  a  zealous  politician,  lie  had  gained 
the  general  gocxl  will  of  his  profession,  and  of  public  men. 
There  was  only  one  ob.staclc  to  his  promotion  —  arising  from 
the  rumour  to  Avhich  1  have  alluded,  and  which  I  shall  after- 
wards be  under  the  necessity  of  considering  more  minutely 
— tliat  lu;  had  been  guilty  of  bigamy.  This  charge  had  been 
most   iiidustriouslv  circulated  in  soclctv  from  the  time   that 
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he  became  formidable  to  the  Tories,  and  had  been  repeatedly     chap. 

stated  in  the  libellous  publications  of  the  day,  with  many 

particulars    and     much     declamation ;  —  but    although    now 

brought  forward  against  him,  the  Queen  was  persuaded  by 

the   Duchess   of  Marlborough,  (who,  Avithout  scandal,  was 

supposed  to  be  much  touched  by  the  beauty  of  his  person,) 

that  it  was  groundless; — and  Godolphin,  the- Treasurer,  was  Cowper 

,       •       ,  .  .■,,.(,■,.  .  .fixed  ujjou 

authorised  to  negotiate  with  him  tor  his  promotion  to  tlie  for  Lord 

woolsack.*  Keeper. 

They  met  by  appointment  in  the  morning  of  Thursday,  ad-  noj. 
the  11th  of  October,  at  Lord  Halifax's.f  The  Great  Seal 
being  now  distinctly  offered  to  Cowper,  who  had  been  before 
sounded  on  the  subject,  he  stipulated  that  he  should  have,  like 
his  predecessor,  2000/.  for  his  equipage  or  out-fit,  and  a 
salary  of  4000/.  a  year.  |  He  next  demanded  what  his  pre- 
decessor had  not  aspired  to  —  a  peerage.  There  never 
hitherto  had  been  an  instance  of  making  a  man,  taken  from 
the  bar,  a  peer  on  his  first  receiving  the  Great  Seal,  and  he 
said  he  should  be  contented  to  receive  this  distinction  at  the 
"  next  promotion."  To  this  Godolphin  immediately  assented, 
observing,  that  "  he  should  have  been  created  a  peer  immedi- 
ately, if  there  had  been  any  precedent  for  it."  Some  accounts 
say  that  Cowper  likewise  wisely  bargained  for  a  retiring  pension 
of  2000/.  a  year,  as  a  compensation  for  the  loss  of  his  practice 

*  "  Some  former  passa{:;e.s  of  his  life  were  tlioupjlit  to  disqualify  him  for  that 
office  by  wliicli  lie  was  to  be  the  guardian  of  the  Queen's  conscience  :  but  these 
didiculties  were  easily  overcome  by  the  authors  of  his  ])romotion,  who  wanted  a 
person  that  would  be  subservient  to  all  tlieir  designs,  wherein  they  were  not  dis- 
appointed."-— •  SwiKT,  Ilislorij  of  four  hist  Years  of  Quetn  Anne. 

f  I  have  now  tl'.e  invaluable  assistance  of  liOrd  C'owper's  own  Diarv.  It 
bcijins  this  very  day,  and  continues  pretty  regularly  till  the  end  of  January  fol- 
lowing. There  are  a  i'iiw  entries  in  the  beginning  of  February,  ITCMJ,  hut  on 
the  11th  of  that  month  there  is  this  notice  between  brackets,  ["  Here  I  liroke 
oil',  wanting  time,  and  eyes  being  sore,"]  and  there  is  a  hiatus  till  L'.'kl  January. 
1 70!i.  There  is  a  single  entry  on  that  day,  and  no  other  is  found  till  '_'7tli 
August,  1710,  about  tlie  time  when  the  Wliig  government  was  l)reaking  uj) ; 
and  we  have  this  notice,  "  My  great  business,  and  want  of  health,  forced  me  to 
interrujJt  this  course  in  great  measure;  but  I  hope,  on  (|uitting  my  othce,  to  be 
at  leisure  to  resume  it,  though  in  matters  of  less  moment."  Then  follow  some 
very  interesting  details  res])ecting  the  change  of  govermnent,  antl  the  attem))ts 
to  retain  him  in  the  ofiice  of  Chancellor.  But  the  entries  are  very  rare  during 
the  remainder  of  the  reign  of  (iueen  Anne.  On  the  accession  of  Ceorge  I.,  we 
have  an  accoimt  of  his  receiving  the  Great  Seal  from  that  Sovereign  ;  and  there, 
unfortunately,  the  Diary  closes. 

\  At  this  time,  tliese  allowances  were  paid  out  of  the  Civil  List,  and  were 
still  matter  of  bargain  wiili  the  sovereign  on  whom  tlu'v  fell. 
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CHAP,     at  the  bar;    but  he  docs  not  himself  mention  this  in  his 

^^'^'      diary.*     At  tlie  same  meeting  the  Treasurer  showed  him  a 

private  letter  from  Queen  Anne,  in  which  she  intimated  that 

"  Rochester  and  Nottingham  had  so  behaved  themselves  that 

it  was  impossible  for  her  ever  to  employ  them  again,   and 

that  she  looked  for  support  from  the  Whigs." 

Great  SlmI         j^ll  preliminaries  being  settled,  they  proceeded  together  in 

iiiin  by  the    ^  coach  to  Kcnsington.     Having  arrived  there,  the  Treasurer 

Queen.         ^^,.^g  admitted  into  the  Queen's  closet,  while  Cowper  remained 

in  her  chamber.      Her  Majesty  soon  came  in  and  said  to  him, 

"  Mr.  Cowper,  I  am  very  well  satisfied  of  your  fitness  for  the 

office  of  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  and  I  am  pleased  to  give 

it  to  you."  —  Cowper.  "  The  honour  your  Majesty  is  pleased 

so  graciously   to   bestow   upon   me,  cannot  make  me  more 

zealous  and  faithful  to  your  interest  than  I  have  always  been 

out  of  principle,  the  surest  ground  to  rely  on.     I  am  very 

distrustful  that   I  may  not  prove  equal  to  so  great  a  post ; 

and  all  I  can  promise  your  Majesty  with  certainty  is,  that  I 

will  behave  myself  in  it  with   Industry  and  honesty."     He 

then  kissed  her  hand,  and  asked  and  obtained  permission  from 

her  to  go   out  of  town  the  following  day,  and  to  remain  in 

the  country  till  Sunday.     He  had  been  advised   to  do   so, 

that  he  might  avoid  as  much  as  possible  solicitation  for  places 

now  in  his  gift. 

Custom  A\'^hen  he  got  home  he  found  a  summons  from  Secretary 

Ciianceilor    Hcdgcs   to   attend  a   Council  at  Kensington,   at  six  in  the 

or  Lord        cvcninn;.     Then  and  there  the  Great  Seal,  which  had  been 

Keeper  to       .         ,     ^' ^^  ,  t  •  i        o  t  t 

.•iccoinpany    "^  the  Quccu  s  owu  custody  siucc  the   Saturday  prcccdnig, 
the  .Sovc-      ^^.j^g  formally  delivered  to  him,  with  the  title  of  Lord  Keeper.! 

reirrn  to  tlie  •'  ^        _  '  _  ^      . 

royal  He  took  the  oath  of  office,  and  he  was  sworn  a  Privy  CouncU- 

clia))el. 

*  "  Oct.  170,'j.  Mr.  ('ow)icr  made  Lord  Keeper.  Observing  Iiow  uncertain 
greate  officers  are  of  continuing  long  in  their  ]ilaces,  he  would  not  accept  it 
unless  2000/.  a  yeare  were  given  him  in  reversion  when  he  was  jint  out,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  losse  of  practice.  His  ])redecessors,  how  little  time  soever 
they  had  the  Seal,  usually  gat  KX),(K)0/.,  and  made  themselves  Barons.''  — 
Enlyn. 

t  London  Gazette.  —  "Kensington,  Oct.  11.  170.5.  This  day  her  Majesty 
in  Council  was  ])leased  to  commit  the  custody  of  the  Great  Seal  to  tlie  Riglit 
Honourable  William  ('()W])er,  I'lsc].,  one  of  her  Majesty's  learned  C»'ouncil  in  the 
Law,  with  the  title  of  Lord  h'n'pcr  „f  the  f.real  Sval  „f  Eiujlaiid ;  and  the  usual 
oaths  l)eing  adMiiuistered  to  him,  his  Lordshij)  took  his  place  at  the  l)oard  ac- 
cordiiiL'lv." 
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lor.*    Having  disposed  of  all  his  places,  "  reserving  nothing  to      chap. 

himself,  nor  taking  the  value  of  one  farthing  reward  "  (which   ' 

he  seems  to  have  considered  a  rare  merit),  he  went  to  his  ^  j,  j^qs 
house  in  Hertfordshire,  and  remained  there  till  Sunday 
morning.  He  then  repaired  to  St.  James's  Palace,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  custom  still  kept  up  as  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II,,  that  the  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  attended  the 
Sovereign  to  chapel,  and  fortunately  there  being  now  the 
}uost  perfect  purity  of  manners  at  Court,  there  was  nothing 
in  this  ceremony  inconsistent  with  the  character  of  a  grave 
Judge,  t  Lord  Keeper  Cowper  having  conducted  the  Queen 
to  her  closet,  carrying  the  Great  Seal,  "  took  his  place 
in  the  chapel  below  ;  and  after  sermon,  a  little  before  an- 
them finished,  went  up  to  her  closet  and  so  returned  before 
her  to  her  lodgings  again."  |  The  three  following  days  were 
occupied  in  receiving  visits.  Among  those  who  called  to 
offer  their  congratulations  was  Sir  Nathan  Wi'ight ;  —  "  both 
at  first  meeting  were  a  little  out  of  countenance."  On 
Thursday,  the  18th,  he  kept  his  first  public  Seal  in  the 
Middle  Temple  Hall,  and  in  the  evening  paid  his  respects  to 
the  Duchess  of  Marlborough,  whom  he  seems  truly  to  have 
considci'cd  the  chief  author  of  his  advancement ;  but  she 
declined  all  acknowledgment,  and  "  waiving  that  talk,  ex- 
l)rcssed  herself  very  averse  from  the  High  Church  party."  § 


•    Knell  oath  cost  liini  '26/.  t    Ante,  Vol.  III.  p.  ;i21. 

I  Diary,  ]).  ?,.  This  custom  evidently  originated  from  the  Chancellor  having 
l)een  an  ecclesiastic.  Confessor  to  the  King,  aiul  Warden  of  the  Clia])el  Uoyal. 
It  was  still  i)reserved  with  lay  Chancellors,  and  after  the  Reformation.  We 
have  a  very  graphic  descri])tion  of  it  from  Paul  llentzer,  a  (ierman,  who  pub- 
lished Travels  in  England  in  the  time  of  <iuecn  Elizahetli.  Giving  an  account 
of  her  going  to  cha])el  at  her  palace  at  Greenwich,  he  says  :  "  It  was  Sunilay, 
wJKMi  there  is  usually  the  greatest  att'-ndance  of  nobility  In  the  same  hall 
were  the  Archljishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Hishop  of  London,  a  grea,.  nund)er  of 
councillors  of  state,  officers  of  tlie  Crown,  and  gentlemen  who  waited  the 
(iueen's  coming  out  ;  wiiich  she  did  from  her  own  apartment,  when  it  was  time 
to  go  to  ]iravers,  attended  in  the  following  manner:  first  went  Gentlemen, 
ISarons,  Earls,  Knights  of  tlie  (Jarter,  all  riciily  dressed  and  bareheaded;  nk.xt 
c.AMK  riiK  CuANCKi.i.oi!,  HK.MUNG  THK.  Skai.s  IN  A  KKi)  sii.K  I'Uiisi:,  between  two; 
one  of  which  carried  the  royal  sceptre,  the  other  the  sword  of  state,  in  a  red 
scabbard  studded  with  goklen  //cmts  c/c //.v,  the  point  upwards;  next  came  the 
(ineen  very  majestic.  &c."  1  ])resume  the  Sunday  i]rocession  w.is  laid  aside  on 
tiiu  accession  of  the  House  of  Hanover,  but  it  is  still  |)rc^erved  when  the  (iueeti 
comes  to  the  House  of  Lords. 

§    .\t  this  tiuie,  and  for  some  years  after,  the   names   of  "  \\'higs  and    ^orie^' 

u    'i 
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Denmark. 


294  REIGN  OF  QUEEN  ANNE. 

CHAP.      Next  night  by  appointment  he  visited  the  Prince  of  Denmark 
^^^^'      at  Kensington,  whose  compliment  was  "That  he  was  glad 
ZZvToT    t^6  Queen  had  made  so  good  a  choice." — Lord  Keeper.     "  I 
Eord  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Royal  Highness  that  no  one  can  be 

Keeper's  niorc  dcvotcd  to  your  service;  both  because  you,  Sir,  have 
Prince  always  been  in  the  true  interest  of  England,  and  also  for  that 
I  know  there  is  no  surer  way  to  render  my  poor  services  ac- 
ceptable to  her  Majesty,  than  by  my  being  first  accepted  by 
your  Royal  Highness."  * 
Councils  on  Hc  Continued  to  attend  the  Queen  every  Sunday  morning 
Senin^r,,  to  chapcl ;  and  every  Sunday  evening  at  six  there  was 
a  Cabinet  Council,  which  the  Queen  attended,  and  all 
public  business,  foreign  and  domestic,  was  debated  and 
determined  upon.t  When  the  Queen  withdrew,  she  ge- 
nerally gave  him  an  audience,  that  he  might  take  her 
pleasure  on  filling  up  vacancies  in  the  Church,  and  on  legal 
promotions.  X  There  w^ere  occasionally  "  Committees  of 
Council,"  attended  by  the  ministers,  Avithout  the  Queen; 
but  till  the  accession  of  the  Georges,  who  did  not  under- 
stand the  English  language,  all  important  measures  of  the 
government  were  supposed  to  be  deliberated  upon  by  the 
cabinet  in  tlie  presence  of  the  Sovereign. 

were  generally  laid  aside,  and  the  0]iposing  factions  were  known  by  the  "  High 
and  the  Low  Church  parlies." 

*  There  is  a  memorandum  in  tlie  handwriting  of  his  daughter,  Lady  Sarah, 
still  preserved,  which  gives  a  very  interesting  account  of  his  appearance  at  this 
time  :  — "  1705.  The  Queen  after  this  was  ]iersuadcd  to  trust  a  Whigg  minis- 
try ;  and  in  the  year  1705,  ()cb^,  she  made  my  father  L''  Keeper  of  the  Great 
Seal,  in  the  41*'  year  of  his  age  —  'tis  said  the  youngest  Lord  Keeper  tliat  had 
ever  been.  lie  looked  very  young,  and  wearing  his  own  hair  made  him  appear 
yet  more  so  ;  which  the  Queen  observing,  obliged  him  to  cut  it  off',  telling  him 
the  world  would  say  she  h:ul  given  the  Seals  to  a  boy." 

"t"  K.  G. — "Sunday,  21st  Oct'.  1705.  Letters  were  read  from  Whitworlh, 
who  was  with  the  Russian  army,  respecting  its  strength  and  operations.  The 
next  naval  campaign  was  discussed,  and  the  force  was  fixed  which  should  be 
required  froin  the  Dutch.  Reinforcements  were  ordered  for  Cjil)r<iltar.  'I'he 
propriety  of  sending  a  mandate  to  choose  Shcrifl's  for  the  city  of  York  after  the 
charier  day  for  that  purpose  was  debated,  'to  which  the  new  f.ord  Keeper  sjioke 
the  first  time  in  Council.'  The  (iueen  desired  her  s])eech  might  be  jjrepared  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  o))ening  of  parliament  (the  topics,  1  ])resume, 
being  then  agreed  uj)on),  and  to  l)e  reported  at  a  ('al)inet  on  Friday  morning." 

}  K.  ( r. — "This  same  evening,  after  the  Q.  witlidrew,  I  was  admitted  into 
iier  bed-chamber,  and  there  laid  before  her  two  livings,  for  which  presentations 
desired  ;  which  she  received  very  kindlv,  and  said  she  would  discourse  me 
further  next  opjiortiuiity.  Then  I  begged  of  her  !\Lajesty  that  Sir  .lames 
Mountague,  brother  to  l,ord  Halifax,  might  be  her  counsel  in  my  place,  which 
•,be  rtM'lily  granted." —  Dutry,  p.  5,  (>. 
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On  Tuesday  the  23d  of  October,  the  first  day  of  Mi-     CHAP, 
chaelmas  Term,  the  Lord  Keeper  took  his  seat  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery  in  Westminster  Hall.     He  held  a  levee  in  the  ^  ^^  j  jq^ 
Parliament   Chamber   of  the   Middle    Temple,    which   was  installation 
attended  not  only  by  the  Judges  and  Queen's  Counsel,  but   Keeper.  ^"^ 
likewise  by  the  Lord  Treasurer,  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  the 
Lord   Chamberlain,    the  Duke  of   Somerset,    the  Duke    of 
Montague,  Lord  Halifax,   Lord  Somers,   Lord  Cornwallis, 
and  many  other  Peers  and  Privy  Councillors,  who  made  a 
grander  procession  than  had  for  a  long  time  been  seen  on 
such  an  occasion.     They  all  escorted  him  to  Westminster 
Hall,  and  remained  in   the   Court  of  Chancery  till  he  was 
sworn  in,  and  began  business.*     He   piously   says   in   his  u\^  pious 
Diary :  "  During  these  great  honours  done  me,  I  often  re-  reflections, 
fleeted  on  the  uncertainty  of  them,  and  even  of  life  itself:   I 
searched  my  heart  and  found  no  pride  or  self-conceit  in  it : 
and  I  begged  of  God  that  he  would  preserve  my  mind  from 
relying  on  the  transient  vanity  of  the  world,  and  teach  me  to 
depend  only  on  his  providence ;  that  I  might  not  be  lifted  up 
with  the  present  success,  nor  dejected  when  the  reverse  should 
happen ;  that  I  might  not  be  confounded  or  dismayed  by  the 
unusualncss    of  my  circumstances    (and   the    like) :     and    I 
verily  believe  I  was  helped  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  from  my  sin- 
cere dependence  on  his  good  Providence,  in  this  great  under- 
taking."    Then  follows  an  addition,  which  nuist  have  been 
made  after  his  fall :    ["  Glory  be  to  God,  who  hatli  sustained 
me  in  adversity,  and  carried  me  through  the  malice  of  my 

*  "Anno  (iiiarto  Anno  Reginaj,  1 1th  October,  1705. 

W'".  Cowper,  Esq.  "1  W'".  Cowper,  Esquire,  one  of  lier  !iMajesty's  C'ouncill 
Lord  Keeper.  J  learned  in  the  law,  received  the  Great  Seal  of  iMij^land 
as  Lord  Keeper  from  her  'M:0'  at  Kensington  on  Thursday  in  the  evening,  heing 
the  11"'  day  of  October  in  the  year  aforesaid,  the  (iiieen  having  sent  for  it  tiie 
Saturday  before  irom  Sir  Nathan  Wiiglit,  Kut.,  Lord  Keeper,  by  ^Ir.  Secretary 
Hedges  And  on  Tuesday,  the  i.':/''  of  the  said  October,  being  the  first  day  of 
Michaelmas  term,  the  Lonl  Keejjer  went  to  Westminster  Hall,  accompanied  by 
the  Ld.  Godolphin  Ld.  Treasurer,  tiie  Duke  of  Newcastle  I.il.  Privy  Seal,  the 
!)■  of  Somerset  "SI'  of  the  Horse,  the  Earl  of  Kent  Ld.  Cliamlierlain,  the  Earl 
of  Stamtord  &  Essex,  the  Lds.  ^lolnin,  C'olepepper,  Cornwallis.  and  Somers, 
and  several  oilier  pervons  of  honor,  and  most  of  the  Judges.  Tiie  Lords  accom- 
Iianied  him  into  the  Court  of  Ciiancery,  where  he  took  tiie  oatlis  of  .Mlegiance 
and  Sui)remacy,  and  of  Ld.  Keeper  of  the  Grt.  Seal  of  Ihigland,  the  M'  of  tile 
Rolls  holiliiig  the  book,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  reading  the  oaths.  Afttr 
a  motion  made,  the  Lords  departed,  and  left  the  Lord  Keeper  in  the  Court."'- — 
Croten   ({{f'.  Minute  lioll,  1701  — 171  I. 
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enemies;  —  so  as  that  all  designed  for  my   hurt  turned  to 
my  advantage."]  * 

The  Whigs  were  much  delighted  by  Cowper's  elevation ; 
but  it  caused  great  alarm  to  the  High  Church  party,  and  as 
Godolphin  still  wished  for  their  support,  he  pretended  that 
he  had  no  hand  in  it,  and  even  that  it  had  taken  place  against 
his  wishes.  Lord  Dartmouth  in  his  notes  on  Burnet,  says :  — 
"  Tlie  day  after  Cowper  had  the  Great  Seal  I  met  Lord 
Godolphin  at  St.  James's,  where  in  discourse  I  told  him  that  the 
world  was  in  high  expectations  from  the  new  Keeper :  he  said 
he  had  the  advantage  to  succeed  a  man  that  nobody  esteemed  ; 
but  the  world  would  soon  have  other  sentiments,  for  his 
chief  perfection  lay  in  being  a  good  party -man,  and  seemed 
desirous  I  should  understand  that  it  had  not  been  done  with 
his  approbation,  which  I  did  not  doubt,  knowing  it  was  part 
of  his  penance  for  having  passed  the  Scotch  Act  of  Security, 
and  that  there  were  thino;s  of  a  liarder  dio;estion  to  follow."! 

The  new  Lord  Keeper  devoted  himself  most  earnestly  to 
tlie  discharge  of  his  judicial  duties.  He  not  only  gave  rapid 
despatch  to  the  business  which  came  before  him,  but  he  ear- 
nestly consulted  with  Lord  Somers  about  reforms  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery.  Some  abuses  were  corrected  by  Orders, 
and  others  requiring  the  interference  of  the  Legislature  for 
their  removal,  were  reserved  for  Lord  Somers's  great  bill  to 
amend  the  law,  now  about  to  be  introduced.:!: 

One  most  beneficial  change  he  effected  by 
thority,  and  from  his  own  sense  of  what  was 
therto,  according  to  ancient  custom,  large  " 
Gifts"  were  annually  made  by  all  the  officers  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  or  Lord  Keeper.  Tlie 
consequence  was  that,  for  their  reimbursement,  they  were 
allowed   to  extort  large  fees  from  the  suitors ;  constant  re- 


Jus  own  au- 

right.      Hi- 

Xew  Year's 


*    Diary,  C,  7. 

t  Burnet,  v.  220.  The  last  sentence,  I  presume,  means  to  express  the 
writer's  liigli  disiip];rol)ation  of  the  act  for  securing  the  Presl)yterian  Heiijjion 
in  Scotland  jireparatory  to  the  Union.  This  was  condemned  by  many  of  tlie 
IIi,i,'h  Ch\irch  jjarty  as  irrelia^ious,  and  leading  to  a  dangerous  toleration  of 
luTcsy.  The  truth  is,  tliat  Godolphin  and  INIarlhorough  from  tliis  tinie  weix- 
<)l>ligi(l  licartily  to  coalesce  with  the  Whigs,  for  the  genuine  Tory  or  Hii;h 
Church  party  were  dc-irous  to  turn  them  out  for  Rochester  and  Nottingliam. 

i    Ante,  1).'  19,-. 
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luctance  was  felt  to  visit  their  delinquencies  with  suitable     CHAP, 
punishment,  and  the  Judge  was  crippled  in  the  discharge  of 


his  most  important  duties.  This  usage  was  common  to  all  ^.n.  170g. 
the  Courts  in  Westminster  Hall.  But  there  was  another  of 
a  more  monstrous  nature  —  and  still  more  pernicious — which 
was  peculiar  to  Chancery  —  that  all  the  Counsel  who  prac- 
tised in  the  Court  came  to  breakfast  Avith  the  Chancellor,  on 
the  1st  of  January  *  in  every  year,  and  in  the  hope  of  being 
raised  to  the  bench,  or  of  obtaining  silk  gowns,  or  of  winning 
"  the  Judge's  ear,"  made  him  a  pecuniary  present  according 
to  their  generosity  or  their  means,  or  their  opinion  of  his 
venality  or  stability,  f  Lord  Keeper  Cowper  resolved  en- 
tirely to  abolish  all  these  "  New  Year's  Gifts." 

lie  first,  out  of  delicacy,  mentioned  the  subject  to  Godol  - 
phin  the  prluie  minister,  knowing  that  he  was  likely  to  l)c 
privately  censured,  although  no  one  could  openly  oppose 
him.  In  his  Diary,  under  date,  "  30^A  Dec.''''  he  says,  "  I  ac- 
quainted the  Lord  Treasurer  with  my  design  to  refuse  Aew 
Year's  Gifts — ^if  he  had  no  objection  against  it,  as  spoiling,  in 
some  measure,  a  place  of  wliich  he  had  the  conferring.  He 
answered  it  wasi  not  expected  of  me  hut  that  I  inujlit  do  as  mij 
predecessors  had  done,  hut  if  I  refused  he  thoucjlit  nohodij  could 
hlamc  me  for  It.'^ 

Accordingly  the  Lord  Keeper  gave  notice  that  no  New  Year's 
Gifts  would  be  received  by  him.  Nevertheless  on  the  morning 
of  the  1st  of  January,  several  came  to  his  house  with  the  usual 
offerings,  but  they  were  all  denied  admittance  ;  and  with  sl-H- 
gratulatlon,  though  not  without  ap])rehension  of  consc([ueucL'.s 
he  immediately  wrote  in  his  Diary,  "  New  Year's  Gifts  turned 
l)ack :  and  pray  God  it  doth  me  more  credit  and  good  than 
hurt,  by  making  secret  enemies  in  face  Jiomuli."  Tlie 
storm  that  lie  dreaded  arose.  No  sooner  was  tiie  iaot  known 
thut  the  holder  of  the  Great  Seal  had  refu.-^ed  all  New  \  ear's 
Glft>  than  the  Chiefs  of  the  King's  liench,  Conunon  IMeas  and 

*  I'or  certain  purposes  this  day  was  considered  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  altlioii;;li  the  datint;  of  the  year  was  not  altered  till  'Jlth  March. 

I  llurnet,  iv.  111.  I  suppose  the  counsels'  presents  varied  a  j^ood  deal,  ae- 
conlinji;  to  the  prevailing  opinion  of  the  Chancellor's  tenure  ol'  hi^  ofiice.  it' 
it  wr.s  suspected  that  lie  uii;^hl  go  out  Ijcfore  tiie  tirst  day  of  Hilary  I'crin 
(  _';'id  .lanu  iiv  i.  thev  nui^t  have  dreadTullv  dwiniiled  away. 


298 


liKIGN    OF    QUEEN    ANNE. 


CHAP. 
CXIV. 


Letter  to 
his  fatlier 
respecting 
New  Year'! 
Gifts. 


Exchequer,  were  thrown  into  a  state  of  consternation ;  and 
alarm  was  felt  by  the  Heads  of  the  Treasury,  and  other  de- 
partments of  the  government,  who  derived  considerable  ad- 
vantage from  the  present-giving  custom.*  To  mitigate  the 
ill  will  which  he  had  incurred  with  those  who  might  have 
done  him  a  mischief  while  he  Avas  not  yet  warm  in  his  seat, 
he  resorted  to  what  he  considered  the  justifiable  artifice  of 
pretending  that  it  was  only  by  mistake  that  he  had  refused 
the  presents  of  the  oflficers  of  his  Court,  and  that  he  had  in- 
tended to  confine  the  refusal  to  the  presents  of  the  Counsel 
practising  before  him.  In  execution  of  this  device,  he  wrote 
the  following  letter  to  his  father  Sir  AV^illiam,  which  the  old 
gentleman  was  to  show  about  to  the  offended  Chiefs,  and  all 
others  whom  it  might  concern :  — 

"  Jan.  2.  705. 

"  Honourd  Sir, 
"  Your  saying  yesterday  I  was  y°  talk  of  coffee-houses, 
and  on  recollection  apprehending  you  to  be  in  a  mistake  as 
to  some  particulars,  and  therfore  fearing  you  should  be 
necessitated  by  others  to  speak  of  that  subject,  I  send  you 
this  to  prevent  mistakes  :  y"  rather,  because  what  you  say 
will  reasonably  be  thought  of  authority  as  to  my  concerns. 
The  true  fsict  is  this.  I  had  aiwaies  resolved  to  refuse  the 
Counc.  N.  Y.  gifts,  as  that  which  no  Court  or  Judge  in 
England  or  elsewhere  received ;  and  therefore  y°  day  before 
sent  word  to  all  y°  Counc.  I  could  think  likely  to  C(nne  to 
forbid  it :  but  I  sent  to  none  of  y*-'  Officers,  intending  to  make 
the  same  distinction  y"  other  Chiefs  do :  I  had  accordingly 
prepared  a  cold  breakfast  for  the  reception  of  the  O.^ficers  as 
usual,  but  findinc;  several  Counc.  came  who  I  had  not  thou2;ht 
of,  and  that  they  would  come  thick  on  one  another,  I  could 
not  be  at  home  to  some  and  not  to  otiicrs,  nnd  therefore  to 
prevent  disputing  av"^  y*"  Counc.  I  was  denyed  to  all :  ]>ut  I 
never  forbid  y'^  other  Officers,  otherwise  I  would  have  this 
distinction  made,  y*-'  rather  because  I  find,  ])y  being  abroad,  y^ 
to  carry  it  so  far,  doth  not  please  others  besides  y*^  Chiels,  who 


•   'Hiis,  .-IS  we  have  seen  (Vol.  II.   p.  L';):;.),  in    Elizabetli's   time   extended  to 
the  Sovereit^n. 
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probably  submit  to  the  same  practise.     Be  pleased  to  let  my     CHAP. 
Mo.  see  this,  fro  


"  y  most  clutlfuU 

"  and  affectionat  Sonne, 

"  Wm.  Cowper."  * 

He  adhered,  however,  to  his  resolution  to  reject  all  New 
Year's  Gifts  whatsoever,  saying  that  "  he  could  not  accept 
them  even  from  the  officers,  after  having  once  refused  them, 
though  unintentionally." 

Notwithstanding  the  opposition  which  the  reform  at  first 
encountered.  Lord  Cowper's  disinterestedness  was  afterwards 
gratefully  acknowledged  by  his  colleagues  f,  and  was  rewarded 
by  the  well-known  lines  of  Ambrose  Philips  :  — 

'•  He  tlie  robe  of  justice  wore, 
Sullied  not  as  heretofore, 
When  the  magistrate  was  sought 
With  'Yearly  Gifts.'      Of  what  avail 
Are  guilty  hoards?  for  life  is  frail, 
And  we  are  judg'd  where  favour  is  not  bought." 

When  Lord  Cowper  was  a  second  time  Chancellor  in  the 
reign  of  George  I.,  he  was   still  resolute,  and  we  have  the 
following   amusing   entry  in  Lady  Cowper's  Diary,  in  refer- 
ence   to    the    abolished    custom: — ^^ Jany.    17.   If.       This   Lady 
month  used  to  be  ushered  in  with  New  Year's  Gifts  from  the   d" ",.y'^^'^  ^ 
Lawyers,  which  used   to   come  to   near  3()()()/.  to  the  Clum-  respecting 
cellor.     The  original  of  this  custom  was  from  presents  of  wine   (j,tts. 
and  provisions,  wliich  used  to  be  sent  to  the  Chancellor  by 
the  people  who  practised  in  his  Court,  but  in  process  of  time 
a  covetous  Chancellor  insinuated  to  them  that  gold  would  be 
more  acceptable  ;   so  it  was  changed  into  gold,  and  continued 
so  till  the   first   time  my  Lord  had  the    Seals,  every  body 
having   blamed   it  that  over  had    the  Seals,   but  none  ibrbid- 
ding  it.      'I'lic  Karl  of  Nottingham,  when  Chancellor,  used  to 
receive   them    standing   by  a   table,  and  at  the  same  time  he 

•    This  letter  is  addressed  — 

"  To  my  imicli  Ii()iu)ur<l 
I'a.  S'   W.   Couiier. 

psent." 
t    Letter  from  Uarley,  :',d  Nov.   !  7 ()(.', 
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CHAP,     took  the  money  to  lay  it  upon  tlic  table,  he  used  to  cry  out, 
^^'^      *Oii,  Tyrant  Cutiitom  !'  (for  he  lisped)— 'My  Lord  forbid 
the  brinmn";  them.' "  * 

The  arrears  left  by  the  late  Lord  Keeper  were  very  formi- 
dable, and  from  his  low  reputation  there  were  many  applica- 
tions for  rehcarings ;  but  by  diligence,  method,  and  capacity, 
the  business  of  the  Court  in  a  few  terms  was  brought  nearly 
into  as  good  order  as  in  the  time  of  Lord  Somers.  The  new 
Lord  Keeper  heard  causes  in  the  morning  (from  eight  till 
one),  and  motions  in  the  afternoon  (from  three  till  eight).! 
I-'T'l  His  judgments  are  to  be  found  in  "  Vernon  |,"  "Peere  Wil- 

iin *E'('pdry  li5inis§,"  "PrecedentsinChancery  II,"  and  "Reports  in  Chan- 
J  "'s,''^-  eery."  He  is  little  indebted  to  his  reporters,  who  give  us  but  an 
imperfect  notion  of  his  powers  of  reasoning,  and  often  sub- 
stitute their  own  ungrammatical  and  quaint  phraseology  for 
the  correct  raid  simple  flow  of  diction  for  which  we  know 
tliat  he  was  rcmai'kable.  I  do  not  think  that  he  can  be  con- 
sidered a  profound  jurist.  Pie  was  not  very  familiar  with 
black  letter  books ;  he  does  not  seem  to  have  devoted  much 
time  to  the  civil  law ;  and  I  do  not  perceive  him  drawing 
illustrations  from  the  codes  of  the  Continental  nations.  But 
possessing  great  natural  quickness  and  a  retentive  memory, 
he  had  diligently  studied  the  more  practical  parts  of  the 
common  law  of  England,  with  the  little  to  be  fovmd  in  print 
respecting  proceedings  in  Equity  ;  and  almost  from  the  time 
of  his  being  called  to  the  bar  he  had  had  great  experience  on 
the  circuit,  and  in  all  the  courts  in  AYestminstcr  Hall.  Witli- 
out  becoming,  Avhcn  called  upon  to  distribute  justice,  sucli  an 
indefatigable   student   as   Lord  Nottingham,  ho  took    some 

*  So  (lisintcrc-'ted  was  Lord  Cowpcr  in  money  matters,  tliat  lie  not  iiii- 
frequeiitly  refused  his  regular  fees  on  patents.  Tluis  ("oily  Gibber  tells  us,  tliat 
when  Steele's  patent,  as  governor  of  the  Theatre  Royal,  passed  the  Seal,  tiie 
I>ord  Chancellor,  in  coni])liment  to  Sir  Richard,  would  receive  no  fee. —  Life,  ii. 
47.  His  exam])le,  with  res])ect  to  New  Year's  (Mfts,  was  not  speedily  followed  ; 
and  it  is  said,  that  till  very  recently,  the  C'liief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas 
invited  the  oOieers  of  his  Court  to  a  dinner  at  the  beginning  of  tlie  year,  when 
each  of  them  deposited  under  his  plate  a  ])resent  in  the  shape  of  a  I'ank  of 
Jonglantl  note — instead  of  a  gift  of  oxen,  roaring  at  his  levee,  as  in  ruder 
times. 

f  Nisi  I'rius  sittings  after  diiuier  had  been  abolished  just  before  I  entered  the 
])rofession  ;  i)ut  evening  sittings  at  the  Rolls  continued  during  the  early  pai  t  of 
the  1  !Mh  centiirv. 

1     Vol.   11.       "  .<    V..I.  I.  II     Vol.   III. 
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pains  to  keep  up  and  to  enlarge  his  stock  of  legal  lore.  Above     CHAP. 

all,  he  looked  so   young  and   so  handsome,  and  so  good  na-  '_ 

turcd,  and  his  demeanour  on  the  bench  was  so  courteous 
while  it  was  so  dignified,  that  there  was  at  once  a  strong 
prepossession  in  his  favour,  he  was  hailed  as  "  a  lawyer  and 
a  gentleman  *,"  and  the  public  formed  even  an  exagger- 
ated estimate  of  the  good  qualities  which  belonged  to  him. 
His  excellent  good  sense  and  knowledge  of  the  world  pre- 
vented him  from  displaying  ignorance,  and  kept  him  out  of 
tlie  embarrassments  into  which  indiscreet  judges  are  betrayed. 
He  was  said  even  to  send  away  the  defeated  party  con- 
tented with  him  :  —  "  Hujus  sors  ca  fuit,  juris  dicundi,  in 
([ua  gloriam  conciliat  magnitudo  negotii,  gratiam,  ajquitatis 
largitio ;  qua  in  sorte  sapiens  Praetor  offensionem  vitat 
aiquabilitate  decerncndi,  bencvolentiam  adjungit  lenitate 
audiendi.^''  f 

In  reviewing  his  decisions  one  is  struck  by  observing  how,  His 
in  the  construction  of  wills,  he  repeatedly  admitted  evidence 
of  parol  declarations  by  the  testator  relative  to  intention; 
but  this  does  not  seem  then  to  have  been  much  objected  to.  \  — 
There  being  a  devise  of  a  trust  of  lands  to  A  for  life,  Avitli  a 
power  of  leasing  ;  remainder  to  the  heirs  male  of  the  body  of 
A,  he  erroneously  decreed  the  trustee  to  convey  to  A  an 
estate  for  life  only,  with  remainder  to  A's  first  and  other 
sons  in  tail  male  ;  but  Lord  jNIacclesfield  reversed  this  de- 
cree, directing  the  trustees  to  convey  an  estate  tail  to  A, 
although  it  was  admitted  that  upon  articles  of  marriage  so 
framed  the  husband  would  have  been  made  onlv  tenant  for 
Hfe.§ 

lie  likewise  fell  into  an  error  in  holding  that  an  executor 
to  whom  a  specific  legacy  is  given  is  not  entitled  to  the 
surplus  of  the  personal  estate,  and  his  decree  was  reversed  on 
ai)peal  to  the  House  of  Lords,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  (iuern- 


*  I  rumc'tnljiT  its  beiiit;  said  of  the  four  Jiidfjes  of  one  of  the  Courts  in  West- 
minster Hall,  '•  A  is  a  lawyer,  but  not  a  {gentleman  ;  15  is  a  <;entlenian,  hut  not  a 
lawyer;  C  is  neither  a  lawyer  nor  a  i^entlenian  ;  but  1)  is  both  a  lawyer  airil  a 
gentleman." 

f    Cic.  i)ro  ]\riir;ena. 

i    See  '_>  \'ern()n,  'lyi.  .'ilT.  COl .   7^*;. 

!;    lUtilf  V.   Colriiiaii,  '_'  \'ern.   (>7(). 
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CHAP,  sey,  who  had  then  great  weight  as  a  law  lord.  *  All  Lord 
^^^^-      Cowper's  other  decrees  stood,    and,    as  far  as  I  am  aware, 

'  would  now  be   considered  of  authority.     One  of  the  most 

important  settled  the  question  in  favour  of  the  law-making 
sex,  whether  a  liushand  should  have  courtesy  out  of  a  trust 
estate  of  the  wife,  although  the  wife  was  not  dowable  of  the 
trust  estate  of  the  husband,  f —  He  laid  down  the  rule,  which 
has  been  since  followed,  that  if  there  be  a  devise  of  lands  to 
trustees  to  convey  in  a  manner  forbidden  by  the  law  against 
perpetuities,  the  devise  is  not  void,  and  the  conveyance  sliall 
be  made  as  near  the  intent  of  the  testator  as  the  rules  of 
law  Avill  admit.  \  —  He  decided  the  famous  case  of  Onions  v. 
Tyrer,  upon  the  revocation  of  Avills,  more  frequently  cited 
than  almost  any  otlier  in  our  books,  laying  down,  that  if 
there  be  duplicates  of  a  will,  a  cancellation  of  one  duplicate 
operates  a  revocation  of  both,  and  that  a  will  well  executed 
is  not  revoked  by  a  will  intended  to  revoke  it,  if  there  be  any 
defect  in  tlie  execution  of  the  revoking  Avill.  §  —  He  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  valuable  title  in  the  law  of  "  principal  and 
surety,"  by  holding  that  the  master  who  obtains  a  bond  for 
the  good  conduct  of  a  servant  has  no  remedy  upon  it  for  a 
loss  which  might  have  been  prevented  by  ordinary  diligeiice 
on  his  own  part.  ||  —  He  had  a  very  nice  point  to  detci'mine 
upon  the  law  of  "  donatio  mortis  causa.''''  A  testator,  after 
making  his  will  appointing  an  executor  and  residuary  legatee, 
when  dangerously  ill,  gave  lOOZ.  to  a  person  not  named  In 
the  will,  to  be  retained  as  a  gift  If  he  sliould  not  recover  : 
and  died  of  that  illness.  The  question  was,  Avhether  this  was 
not  a  parol  alteration  of  the  Avlll  ?  —  Lord  Coirper.  "  The 
ol)jectlon  is  not  so  strong  as  if  there  had  been  a  specific 
bequest  of  a  chattel,  and  then  a  gift,  mortis  causa,  of  the 
same  chattel.  Devising  the  residuum  is  only  the  rest  of  his 
estate  that  he  should  die  possessed  of:   but  this  is  a  gift  in 

*  I.ikIi/  (Uninvilk  v.  Ihichtss  Duu-Mjer  of  Hcnufurt,   1  I'ucre  Williams,    ll-l.  ; 

and  see  Hall  v.  Smith,  '2  \'ern.  675.  Lord  Guernsey  was  one  of  the  Finclies; 
our  greatest  famille  <le  robe. 

t  n-atts  v".  Ball,  1    P.  W.   lOS. 

\  Ilumhcrston  v.  Ifumhirstiin,  1    V.  W.  ;53'i.  ;    ->  Vern.  7:57. 

§  Sciitt  V.   Jloiir/Ziton,  '_'  \'ern.  5'j(). ;   Onions  v.    Ti/rer,  '2  \'ern.  711.;    Pi  i.    Cli. 

■1.-.!)  ;    1'.  W.  .m:;. 

II  Mouiititijuc  \.  Tidconihe,  '2\vn\.  ^>\i^. 
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the  testator's  lifetime,  although  mortis  causa,  and  the  posses-  CHAP. 

T       •  •  •  ex  [V 

sion  was  transmuted.     Notwithstanding  the  will,  the  testator 


had  the  power  to  give  away  any  part  of  his  estate  in  his  life- 
time, either  absolutely  or  conditionally.  The  will,  therefore, 
shall  have  its  full  operation,  although  the  donee  of  the  100/. 
moj'tis  causa  retains  his  gift."* — In  one  case  Lord  Cowper, 
backed  by  Lord  Chief  Justice  Trevor,  had  the  courage  to 
decide  a  case,  upon  the  execution  of  a  leasing  power  under 
a  settlement,  against  the  opinion  of  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt, 
—  with  the  general  approbation  of  the  profession.  Tenant  for 
life,  with  a  power  "  to  grant  leases  of  all  lands  anciently 
demised,  reserving  the  ancient  rents,  and  of  the  other  lands, 
reserving  the  best  improved  rents,"  granted  one  lease  of  the 
whole,  '''  rendering  for  the  lands  anciently  demised  the  an- 
cient rents,  and  for  the  other  lands  the  best  improved  rents." 
Holt  thought  the  lease  valid,  being  in  the  words  of  the 
power ;  but  it  was  decreed  to  be  void,  as  contrary  to  the 
intention  of  the  settler,  f 

I  will  finish  with  a  case  more  amusing  to  the  general 
reader:  —  "One  Mr.  CornwalHs  having  set  up  a  lottery, 
called  '  Tlie  Wheel  of  Fortune,  or  a  Thousand  Pounds  for  a 
Penni/,''  Mrs.  Fuller,  the  Avife  of  Dr.  Fuller,  sent  for  twenty- 
lour  of  those  tickets,  and  gave  them  among  the  servants, 
upon  condition,  if  twenty  shillings  or  more  should  come  up, 
her  daughter  should  have  a  moiety  of  the  prize,  and  one  of 
them,  thus  given  to  her  foot-boy,  came  up  a  prize  of  1000/. 
The  daughter  brouglit  this  bill  for  the  moiety  of  the  money, 
and  it  was  undeniably  proved  by  the  rest  of  the  servants  and 
others  that  the  ticket,  which  cost  but  one  penny,  was  given 
the  loot-boy  on  that  condition.- — Lord  Coivper.  '  Cujus  est 
dure  ejus  est  disponere.'  The  foot-boy  is  an  infant,  but  he 
is  bound  by  the  condition  as  well  as  one  of  full  ;igc  ;  he  may 
be  a  trustee,  and  Is  a  trustee  as  to  500/.  for  the  young  lady." 
JJecrec  acrordi)if//i/.  \ 

Although  the  Ijord  Keei)er  remained  a  Commoner  above  a   ^^i "■'='';; '^■■"  "f 
year  after  he  received  the  Great  Seal,  his  political  avocations,   of  Lords. 

*    Drtifijw  Smith.  1   IViTC  Williams,   lOl. 

t    (Jrhi/'\.  lord  Mihun,  2  Vcrn.  ,l:il.  .rl'J.  ;   V.i\    ('as.   Ab.   :!■!:!.  ;    Pri'c.   Cliaii. 
'-'.■;T.         "  j    lUiriut,  iv.   141. 
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CHAP,  from  the  first,  demanded  a  2;reat  deal  of  his  time  and  at- 
tention.  On  the  25th  of  October,  at  the  meeting  of  the 
new  Parliament,  he  took  his  place  on  the  woolsack  as 
Speaker  of  tlie  House  of  Lords*,  and  Avithout  a  right  to 
debate  or  vote,  he  was  of  great  service  by  his  advice  in 
appeals  and  writs  of  error,  and  in  the  general  business  of  the 
assembly,  f 
I'nion  with  Early  in  the  Session  the  important  measure  of  the  Scottish 
Lord  Union  being  brought   forward,  he    was   named  one  of  the 

Cowper        Commissioners  for  England.    The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
inissioner.     nominally  at  the  head  of  the  Commission,  did  not  attend,  but 
the  Lord  Keeper  who  was  next  in  point  of  rank,  was  at  the 
conferences  which  were  held  with  the  Scotch  Commissioners, 
almost  daily.     He  wisely  deferred  much  to  the  experience 
and  authority  of  Lord  Somers ;  but  by  his  insight  into  cha- 
racter and  his  conciliatory  manners  he  had  wonderful  success 
in  soothing  Caledonian  pride,  and  in  quieting  Presbyterian 
A.n.  170 ;.     jealousy.     On  the  23d  of  July,  he  delivered  to  the  Queen  at 
St.  James's  the  articles  agreed  upon,  which  were  afterwards, 
with  some  small  alterations,  confirmed  by  the  parliaments  of 
the  two  countries. 
Nov.  5.  In  the  meanwhile  he    notices  several   occurrences  in  his 

Lord  Diary,  which,  though  of  much  less  importance,  still  retain 

C()«pcT        some  interest.       On  "  Gunpowder  Plot  day"   he    attended 
with  his       divine    service    in   Westminster    Abbey  as   Speaker    of   the 
])rLLX'(!L!ue.    JXo^^e  of  Lords,  and   much  as  he  may  be   supposed  to   be 
superior  to  such  a  gratification  of  vanity,  he  seems  to  have 
been  much  tickled  with  the   i)rccedence  yielded  to  him  on 
this  occasion  even  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  himself,  j 
Hero-  He  was  still  more  pleased  soon  afterwards  by  a  vote  of  the 

horouuii'of    House  of  Commons, —  the  result  of  a  good  deal  of  canvassing 
HirtCoul.      ;,i,j  management, — which  restored  to  his  family  the  borough 
of  Hertford,  lost  to  them  ever  since  the  trial  of  his  1)rothcr 

*  lie  says  in  his  Diary  recordinjx  this  fact,  '•  All  the  I-ords  who  were  ajjaiiist 
my  advancement  all  wished  me  ji)y,"' — a  statement  which  somewhat  kee])s  in 
countenance  the  courtly  insincerity  of  our  own  times. 

t    Unmet,  iv.  111. 

J  Diary,  p.  11.  —  Our  C'hancellors  now-a-days  (no  doiiht  much  to  their  ?««;•- 
tificiition  )  are  cheated  out  of  this  distinction  by  the  House  of  Lords  Ijeinjr  always 
adjourned  over  (iunpowder  Plot  Day,  Charles  the  IVLirtyr's  Day,  and  .Vscension 
Day,  that  there  m:iy  not  he  a  ]nocession  to  the  Al)l)ev. 
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Spencer  for  the   murder  of  Sarah    Stout.     This  victory  is     CHAP, 
commemorated  in  the    Diary:  —  "The    Hertford   election 
carried  for  the  petitioner.     The  question  passed  as  I  had 
worded  it, — a  fair  step  to  deliver  a  pure  town  from  manifest 
oppression  and  wrong."* 

Not  being  permitted  to  share  in  the  debates  in  the  House  His  occu- 
of  Lords,  he  amused  himself  by  taking  notes  of  the  speeches  fhe'w'ool- 
on  the  opposite  sides,   and  marshalling  on  paper  the    con-  sack, 
flicting  arguments,  f 

He  furnishes  us  with  an  amusing  account  of  a  dinner  Dinner  at 
given  about  this  time  by  Harley,  who  still  I'emained  in  ^^  ^^  ^' 
office,  though  discontented  and  plotting  against  his  colleagues. 
'•'  I  believed,  when  I  see  the  company,  this  to  be  a  meeting  to 
reconcile  Somers  and  Halifax  with  Harley,  which  was  con- 
firmed to  me  Avhen,  after  Lord  Treasurer  was  gone  (who 
first  went),  the  Secretary  took  a  glass  and  drank  to  Love, 
AND  FRiENDSiiir,  AND  EVERLASTING  Union,  and  wished  wc 
had  more  Tokay  to  drink  it  in  (we  had  drank  two  bottles 
good  but  thick).  I  replied,  — '  His  white  Lisbon  was  best  to 
drink  it  in,  being  very  clear.''  I  suppose  he  apprehended  it 
(as  I  observed  most  of  the  company  did)  to  relate  to  that 
humour  of  his,  which  was  never  to  deal  clearly  or  openly,  but 
always  with  reserve  if  not  dissimulation,  or  rather  simulation, 
and  to  love  tricks  even  where  not  necessary,  but  from  an 
inward  satisfaction  he  took  in  applauding  his  own  cunning. 
If  any  man  was  ever  born  under  a  necessity  of  being  a  knave, 
he  was.":}: 

The  Tories  out  of  office  were  now  going  into  ojien  opposi- 
tion, but  a  good  many  were  retained  in  place;  and  C'owper 
pressed   that   these    called  the    "   Court  Tories"'    should    be 


t    niary,  \5. 

\   "  Siiiulay,   .laiiiKiry    'J.    1 70<)"." — Diary,   ;>:).      It  is  t'liiioiis  to  soo  liow   lie 
wrote   of  his   flu'ii   colloMt^iic  —  tlie  future   Lord     Treisiinr  of  the  ranioiis    I'orv 

inlnislrv. 


vol,.    IV. 
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CHAP,     made  to  act  as  one  party  with  the  Whigs  —  when  Halifax 
■      observed  to  him  —  "  We  are  mixing  oil  and  vinegar."  * 

The  Lord  Keeper  was  allowed  to  name  the  English  puisne 

Judges,   and  all  the  Irish  Judges,   although,   in  exercising 

this    patronage,  he  was   influenced  by  the  opinion  of  Godol- 

phin.f 

Civilities  He   tlms    vcry  naturally   expresses  his  delight  with  the 

shown  to      attentions  he  received  from  the  great  hero  of  the  age:    "  Lord 

him.  _  o  p 

Marlborough  sworn  in  Chancery.  He  took  occasion  to  speak 
much  and  very  kindly  to  me  in  public.  He  is  a  great  master 
of  a  very  winning  address."  |  About  the  same  time  he 
makes  an  entry  respecting  the  leader  of  the  High  Church 
party,  showing  liberality  on  both  sides.  "  Lord  Rochester  a 
good-natured  man,  though  hot.  He  hud,  during  the  debate, 
signified  to  me  (civilly  enough.)  that  I  should  sit  when  I 
happened  to  be  standing  ;  and  he  afterwards  came  and  asked 
my  pardon  in  a  vcry  kind  and  obliging  manner.  He  formerly 
did  the  same  when  I  was  counsel  at  the  bar,  and  he  had  stopped 
my  going  on  (as  he  ought)  in  a  matter  wliicli  was  not  open 
for  me  to  speak  to  by  the  strict  rules  of  the  House.  AVhat 
related  to  one  so  inconsiderable  as  myself,  especially  when  at 
the  bar,  could  only  proceed  from  good  nature ;  for  which,  if 
it  ever  should  be  in  my  power,  I  should  be  glad  to  do  him 
kindness,  though  a  violent  man  of  a  contrary  party  to  that  I 
think  most  in  the  interest  of  England."  § 
Recorder's  The  custoiu  uow  prevailed,  wliicli  was  continued  till  the 
report.  acccssiou  of  Quccn  Victoria,  that  a  report  was  made  to  tlie 

Sovereign  in  council  of  all  persons  capitally  convicted  at  the 
Old  Bailey  Sessions.  Thus  he  notices  his  own  humane 
conduct  on  the  first  report  after  he  was  in  office  :  "  Sunday,  9. 
A  Cal)inet.    "^riie  llecorder  reported  the  convictions.    I  spoke 

*    Diary,  12. 

f  Extracts  from  Di  iry.  - — '27tli,  Sunday  :  "  A  cabinet.  Spoke  to  Lord  Trea- 
surer about  Judges;  he  said  he  inclined  to  iMr.  Dormer."  30tl),  "  Was  alone 
with  the  Queen  in  her  closet.      Slie  asked  me  to  ])r()])ose  a  Judge  for  England, 

and  Chief  Haron  for  Ireland As  to  the  Irish  Baron,  I  stated   tlie  difli- 

cidty  in  ])rociiring  a  fit  man  ;  but  told  her  it  was  certainly  the  interest  of 
England  to  send  over  as  many  magistrates  thither  as  possible  from  hence,  that 
being  the  best  means  to  preserve  the  deiiendency  of  that  kingdom  on  Kngland. 
The  (iueeii  said  she  understood  they  had  a  mind  to  be  independent  if  they  could  ; 
but  they  should  not."  Iriday,  Jan.  8.  —  "  At  night  I  waited  on  the  Queen,  and 
introduced  .Air.  Dormer  to  kiss  her  hand  for  Judge's  ))lace." — Diary,  37. 

I    Diary,  ?,9.  §    Diary,  15,  IG. 
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to  save  one,  the  evidence  being  doubtful;  and  the  other  for     CHAP. 
.           .                                                                            CXIV. 
first  offence.     One  respited  till  further  order ;  the  other  trans- '_^ 

ported."* 

Before  we   proceed  farther  with  his  political  career,  we   Lord 
must  pause  for  a  short  time  to  view  him  in  his  domestic  circle,   domesUc  " 
where,  as  far  as  I  can  trace,  after  he  recovered  from  the  errors  life, 
of  his  early  youth,  he  always  appears  most  amiable.     He  had 
some  years  before  been  thrown  into  deep  affliction  by  the  loss 
of  his  first  wife,  and  the  only  child  which  she  brought  him. 
When  he  received  the  Great  Seal  he  had  recovered  his  spirits, 
and  being  so  young  and  handsome,  and  holding  so  high  an 
office,  he  was  looked  to  as  a  great  parti  by  all  the  maids  of 
lionour  and  aspiring  beauties  who  adorned  the  drawing  room 
of  Queen  Anne.      At  last  he  fixed  his  affections  on  a  young   His  second 
lady  of  extraordinary  vivacity  and  accomplishments,  though  ^^'■"'ig'^- 
she  was  of  a  Tory  family — ^Nlary,  daughter  of  John  Clavering, 
Esquire,  of  Chopwell,  in  the  Bishopric  of  Durham  ;  and  in  the 
long  vacation  of  1706  he  was  happily  united  to  her  in  mar- 
riage.   A  few  of  his  letters  to  her  may  interest  the  reader,  as 
showing  the  manners  of  those  times,  and  the  human  heart  — 
tlie  same  at  all  times :  — 

"  Sopf  19.  noG.f 
"  The  first  thing  I  doe  this  morning  is  to  sit  down  to  write   Letters  to 

,  .  .  T  <^        1  T  1"^  second 

tins  to  acquamt  my  lire  what  i  am  very  sure  your  concern  ^if^. 
for  me  will  not  think  impertinent,  y*^  I  got  safe  at  last  to  my 
house  yesterday  after  a  very  troublesome  journey.  Wee  met 
tli'e  cold  northern  wind  and  rain  all  the  way,  and  being  per- 
fectly in  the  y*^  dark  y^  three  last  miles,  y''  coach  was  forced 
to  goe  very  slow,  and  y*^  poor  servants  through  y''  violence  of 
y*'  storm  could  not  use  their  eyes  w'^'^  they  could  have  done,  if 
it  had  been  calm.  The  coach  was  two  or  three  times  in  danger, 
but  got  no  hurt.  The  only  consolation  I  had  was  to  think 
your  journey  was  shorter,  and  bydayliglit,  so  that  I  was  not 
in  fear  for  what  I  was  most  concerned  for.  You  declare 
against  speeches,  and  I  believe  care  as  little  t<^  road  as  hear 
them,  and  certainly  never  man  stood  less  in  need  of  them  if 

*   January  2(). 

f    This  It'ttcr  is  indorsed  in  tlie  handwriting  of  Lady  C'owpcr  :    "  "Sly  L''*  fust 
letter  to  nie  after  we  «  er  ni.irrv'd." 
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CHAP,  the  truest  love  and  highest  esteem  are  able  to  give  undeniable 
evidence  of  themselves.  I  believe  they  are,  and  therefore 
shall  depend  for  ever  on  making  love  to  you  that  way. 
Though  y'^  part  I  act  is  very  painfull,  yet  'tis  heaven  to  what 
I  should  have  felt  if  I  had  left  you  for  any  time  with  distrust 
of  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions  towards  you,  and  I  am 
farther  satisfyed  in  having  given  you  proof  that  what  I  have 
done  is  not  to  please  an  ungovernable  appetite,  w*^^  perishes  as 
soon  as  gratifyed,  but  that  I  have  been  led  by  motives  of  love 
and  value  of  you,  w°^  are  of  such  a  nature  that  they  can  never 
end  but  by  God's  or  your  own  act.  I  beg  you  to  take  the 
best  care  of  your  health,  and  to  preserve  and  improve  that  degree 
of  affection  w*^^  I  flatter  myself  you  have  for  me,  or  y®  little 
temptation  I  laid  in  your  way  (much  less  than  I  design)  would 
not  have  prevailed.  Take  care  of  the  points  wherein  my 
interest  is  so  much  concerned,  w*^^  is  now  become  yours,  and  I 
hope  so  to  order  things  as  in  a  little  time  without  any  dis- 
advantage that  may  incurr  y*'  censure  of  y*^  pretended  wise,  to 
spend  y°  remainder  of  my  life  in  y^  enjoyment  of  that  hap- 
piness my  imagination  hath  laid  up  for  it.  I  am,  with  the 
greatest  truth, 

"  Your  most  affectionat  Husband 

"  and  humble  Servant, 

"  Yf  M.  CowrER. 

"  Xext  Saturday's,  Tuesday's,  or  Tluirsday's  post  will  bring 
yours  to  mc  directed  to  me  at  my  house  in  IIertIngfordbur.y, 
near  Hertford,  Ilertfordsliire." 

«  Sepf  2-1.   ITOG. 

"  Mad'", 
"  I  had  a  messenger  to  wait  at  y*^  Posthonse  for  the  plea- 
sure of  yr  Ire,  by  w'^'^  means  it  came  to  my  hands  on  Sunday 
as  soon  as  I  came  fro  church  in  y*^  morning.  I  do  not  fear 
any  one  suspecting  by  it  my  corresponding  w*''  a  lady  ;  y^ 
hand  is  like  the  writing  of  one  used  to  much  business  of  that 
kind.  I  dare  not  tell  you,  even  at  this  distance,  how  nnicli  it 
pleasd  me,  and  how  great  an  opinion  it  has  given  nie  of 
your  abllltys   In   tlint  way,  for  f'cur  I  sliould  provoke  y''  mo- 
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desty  to  bear  malice  against  me  for  complimenting  you  (as     CHAP. 

you  will  call  it)  till  I  am  so  happy  as  to  see  you.     You  say 

had  you  known  the  danger  before,  you  would  have  put  out 

of  my  power  to  have  run  into   it.     I  thought  I  had  before 

acquainted  you  Avith  my  design  of  carrying  y^  Lady  you 

mention  down  w*^   me  *,  and  therefore   inferred  y*  fro  my 

writing  she  was  here,  you  would  infcrr  I  did  so :  We  were 

run  upon  a  bank  in  y°  dark,  and  y°  coach  was  in  some  danger, 

as  wee  could  just  see,  of  falling  into  much  lower  ground.     At 

that  instant  I  could  not  but  think  of  y^   fable,  wher  y°  man 

that's  going  to  be  cast  away  is  pleased  that  y*'  end  of  y®  boat 

wher  his   enemy  sat  was  going  to  sink  first.     I  Avould  have 

taken  care,  I  assure  you,  to  have  fallen  as  soft  as  I  could, 

for  my  side  would  have  been   uppermost.     Having  supplyed 

y''  defect  you  put  me  in  mind  of  in  my  Ire,  let  inc  do  so  w*^^ 

yours  :  you   do  not  mention  tlic  occasion  of  your  taking  so 

unlikely  a  resolution  to  be  preferred,  and  what  could  put  so 

improper  a  purpose  into  your  heart.     I  took  the  first  02)por- 

tunity  of  giving  you   my  handwriting  to   what  I  had  before 

done,  but  you  have   far   outdone   me,  when  you  let  me  see 

that  those  severe  words  concerning  obedience  w'"''  the  church 

and  custom  exacted  fro  you  were  not  merely  submitted  to  as 

necessary,  and  of  course,  but  y'  you   will  voluntarily   run 

into  a  lasting  assurance  of  y'^  same  matter.     I  know  not  how 

to   be  even  with  you  but  by  begging  to   beleiv  this  great 

truth,  y*  if  you   design  to   deal  so  by  me,  you  shall  be  the 

best  dlsseni])ler   in  the  world  of  y'"  inclinations,  if  ever  you 

catch  me  at  willing  any  thing  you  do  not  like,  or  denying  any 

thing  tlrat  you  doe.      I  hope  the  picture  goes  on  successfully  ; 

if  done  by  the  time  my  next  banishment  begins,  it  will  serve 

to  sup[)ort  me  under  it,  for  do   not  imagine   from  any  thing 

that   may  look   a   little   trifling   or  ehearfuU  in  I  his  letter  y*' 

my  mind    Is   here   constantly  in   that   tune;   'tis  only  while  I 

enjoy  this  hall"  conversation  w"'  you,  who  1  assure  you  are  y*-' 


*-    I    iiiX'siiiiK'   an  (ilil   fat    l-.()ustl<(.x-|)i.'r  —  U(,\    tlic    -.iniultanedus  uiiV',  wlio. 
cordiiiLT  to  X'dltaiio,  t()nin.'(l  witli  tlii'in  suuli  an  aniR-ablL'  trm.  —  /'/(//.  J)ift. 
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CHAP,     only  satisfaction  I  propose  to  my  hopes  in  this  life.     I  am 
^^^^-      most  faithfully, 

"  Your  affectionate  Husband  and 

"  humble  Servant, 

«  W.  C." 

"  Fryday,  Dec.  20.  1 706. 

"  ]\Iad'", 
"  I  cannot  pass  this  day  without  g*  uneasiness  unless  I 
inquire  of  y*"  health,  and  hear  from  you ;  but  I  beg  it  may  be 
very  little,  if  at  all  troublesom  to  you  to  write.  I  am  going 
to  visit  my  INIothcr,  and  perhaps  shall  begin  to  prepai'e  her 
for  what  she  must,  I  hope,  know  in  a  little  time.  Let  mc 
now  beg  of  you,  when  I  cannot  see  you  frown,  to  give  me 
leave  to  know,  either  fro  yourself  or  some  other,  your  plea- 
sure in  y*^  maters  I  would  have  talkd  of  w*'^  you.  I  verily 
think  one  reason  of  my  writing  to  you  this  night,  was  my 
seeing  Camilla  up  for  to-morrow.  I  have  so  often  interfer'd 
with  her,  y*  I  am  ashamed  of  it,  and  beg  y*  if  you  would  have 
been  there,  if  I  had  not  spoke  of  waiting  on  you,  you  will 
not  let  that  hinder  you,  and  I  will  make  myself  amends  by 
seeing  you  y^  first  minute  I  can  afterwards.  I  beleiv  I  shall 
take  courage  to  goe  once  incognito  (I  don't  mean  in  disguise) 
y''  approaching  time  of  liberty  for  those  that  work  hard : 
That  you  may  be  alwaies  most  happy,  shall  be  the  constant 
prayrs  and  endeavours  of  him  who  is  only  yours,  C." 

'•Dec.  21.  1706. — 11.  niglit. 

'^  My  D.  M. 

"  I  cannot  go  to  rest  without  expressing,  so  as  you  may 
have  it  early  to-morroAv,  my  concern  and  amazement  to  con- 
sider by  w'^*  steps  you  could  collect  so  much  disquiet  fro  so 
harmless  a  passage.  I  cannot  recollect  I  said  any  one  thing, 
that  should  give  my  life  y*^  least  occasion  for  such  a  charge  as 
I  find  in  y*"  letter :  heaven  is  my  witness  I  never  did  nor 
meant  to  reproach  you  for  any  thing,  nor  did  I  ever  licleiv  or 
think  I  had  y*^  least  reason  so  to  do  :  much  less  for  tlic 
([uality  you  mention  frd  w^''  [  over  did  and  do  think  you  the 
furthest  reniovd  of  any  one  under  heaven.  The  only  expres- 
sion on  niy  part  y*  could  be  s'^  to  sound  like  reproof,  was,  y^ 
I  would  wait  on   you  o'   Saturd.   natwitlistandiiKj  w*^'^  I  in- 
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tended  only  for,  and  I  really  think  was  no  other,  than  a  kind     CHAP, 
reproof,  for  your  unreasonable  modesty  ;  and  tis  my  want  of 
Skill,  if  it  be  not  y®  language  of  a  Lover.     I  am  sure  it  pro- 
ceeded from  a  heart  entirely,  at  the  moment  it  spoke,  pos- 
sessed w***  that  passion  for  you,  fully  convinc'd  of  your  great 
merit,  for  w'^'^  I  really  revere  you,  and  perfectly  satisfyed  of 
your  loving  me  to  the  extent  of  my  eag'rest  wishes.     If  I 
have  any  fault  to  find,  'tis  rather  y*  you  love  too  much  ; 
nothing  else  could  fro  so  small  a  spark  blow  up  such  a  flame 
of  apprehensions  that,  beleiv  me,  are  unwarrantable.     The 
expression   in    my   letter,   wherein   I   mention   y""   frown,   is 
utterly  perverted  by  my  d.  Love's  melancholy  fancy ;  if  you 
look  again,  you'll  find  it  nothing  Ijut  raillery,  and  I  meant  it 
only  to  make  you  merry  ;  so  y*  I  was  extremely  concern'd  to 
find  you  undertake  it  as  gravely  as  you  do.     I  never  thought 
of  being  at  Camilla  to-morrow,  but  some  time  in  Xmas,  as 
you'll  find  by  my  letter  on  a  review;  and  yet  that  you  appre- 
hend as  if  I  meant  to  goe  though  you  did  not.      I  am  very 
desirous  to  set   all    your  mistakes  right,  and  in  order  to  do 
it,  will  waite   on   you  the    first    minute    I    can    to-morrow 
(Saturday).      There  is  nothing  I  have  so  mucli  at  heart,  as  to 
please  you  in  all  my  words  and  actions  ;  and  tlierefbrc  I  am 
very  imfortunate  whenever,  contrary  to  my  endeavours,  it 
proves  otherwise.     I  can  never  mean  better,  but  since  I  see 
how  dangerous  it  is  to  jest  upon  so  nice  a  subject,  I  shall 
learn  hereafter  to  tread  w*''  more  care,  and  not  leave  y'^  most 
innocent   expression,   if  I   can,    to   a   possibility   of   miscon- 
struction.     I'll  conclude  w*''  owning  I  am  highly  guilty  of  y'^ 
vanity  of  bclelving  wh'  you  desire  me  to  beleiv  in  y^  conclu- 
sion of  y''  letter  ;   and  in  gi'atitudc,   I  hope,  you'll  give  me 
credit,  when  I  assure  you  I  have  no  ])n)S})ect  in  life  I  set  y*' 
least  value  ui)on,  l)ut  the  continuance  of  yo  favour,  and  y''  un- 
speakable pleasure  and  satisfaction  I  shall  ever  find  in  doing  you 
all  the  good  that  is  in  my  power,    (iod  bless  us.    (jood  night  !"' 

These  C})lstle3,  I  think,  jdace  the  Lord  Keeper  in  a  ver}- 
amiable  point  of  view,  showing  how  he  could  forget  the 
anxieties  of  l)usiness  and  the  stmiggles  of  ambition.  At  the 
very  time  when  he  wrote  them,  Marlborough  was  conducting 

X      I 
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one  of  his  most  critical  campaigns,  on  which  the  fate  of 
Europe  and  of  the  Whig  party  mainly  depended ;  and  a 
great  rivalry  was  raging  between  opposite  factions  in  the 
English  cabinet. 

Harley,  intriguing  to  give  a  superiority  to  the  Tories, 
j^rescrved  a  very  civil  exterior  to  the  Whig  Lord  Keeper, 
and  pretended  even  to  be  impatient  to  see  his  merits  rewarded 
by  his  elevation  to  the  peerage  —  as  we  learn  from  the  fol- 
lowing letter, — which  may  be  said  to  show  that  the  art  of  writ- 
ing, as  well  as  speech,  is  given  us  to  conceal  our  thoughts : 

Nov,  3.  1706. 

"  My  Lord, 

"  I  received  the  honour  of  your  Lordship's  letter  at  this 
j)lace,  and  I  did  intend  to  have  been  in  town  as  soon  as 
I  could  have  sent  an  answer,  but  the  excessive  floods  have 
confined  me ;  and  therefore  I  will  not  longer  delay  the  making 
the  most  hearty  acknowledgments  to  your  Lordship  for  your 
favour ;  I  heartily  wish  it  were  in  my  power,  by  any  effectual 
service,  to  express  the  just  esteem  1  have  for  your  Lordship : 
I  do  take  it  to  be  the  best  service  to  the  Government,  as  well 
as  justice  to  your  Lordship  in  all  places,  and  upon  all  fitting 
occasions,  to  show  the  world  with  how  great  integrity  and 
and  despatch  that  great  office  is  discharged ;  and  as  your 
Lordship's  unparalleled  generosity,  the  refusing  the  New 
Year's  Gift,  hath  brought  honoiu-  to  the  Queen's  service,  so 
I  never  omit  saying  to  proper  persons  that  It  is  a  justice  due 
to  your  Lordship's  merit  to  let  the  world  see  the  esteem  the 
(^ueen  lias  for  you  \)y  a  public  mark  of  honour. 

"If  your  Lordship  had  l^ecn  in  town  wlicu  I  came  away, 
I  would  have  asked  your  Lordsliip's  opinion  upon  what  heads 
I  should  discourse  the  gentlemen  of  tlie  county  against  the 
next  session  of  Parliament ;  I  liave  seen  a  great  many  In 
several  counties,  and  of  both  parties,  and  I  find  both  sorts 
nre  very  desirous  to  quit  tliclr  (pretended)  leader,  and  unite 
In  the  (Queen's  service,  If  tliey  may  be  permitted.  I  see 
])lalnly  tliat  a  few  good  words,  and  a  Utile  Impartiality,  will 
make  every  thing  easy ;  and  It  Is  as  ])laln  that  tlic  otlu'r 
sclicmc  will  not  subsist  more  tlian  one  session,  If  it  docs  tlint  ; 
but  I  will  not  trouble  your  Lordship  farther  upon  tlils  head. 
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'till  I  have  the  honour  to  wait  upon  you  in  Lincoln's  Inn     ^^^^• 

Fields.     I  beseech  your  Lordship  to  be  so  just  as  to  believe  ^ 

me  to  be  with  the  utmost  esteem, 
"  My  Lord, 
"  Your  Lordship's  most  humble,  and 

"  most  obedient  servant, 

"  Ro.  Harley." 

With  the  assistance,  or  in  spite  of  Harley's  efforts,  "  the  ^^^  "'^  , 

*-  f,         ,  ^^       created  a 

justice  due  to  his  Lordship's  merit  "  was  soon  after  done.     On   Pecr. 
the  approach  of  another  session  of  parliament,  there  being  a 
large  promotion  in  the  peerage,  he  was  created  Baron  Cowper, 
of  Wingham,  in  the  county  of  Kent.     It  might  be  expected 
that  I  should  now  be  able   to  gratify  the  reader  by  proofs 
of   the    Lord    Keeper's    great    powers    as    an   orator ;     the 
Scottish  Union,  with  many  other  important  measures,  came 
on  to  be  debated,  and  he  fully  sustained  the  reputation  for 
eloquence  which  he  had  acquired  as  a  commoner.     Yet  from    No  reports 
the  time  when  he  took   his  seat  in  1706  till  he  resigned  the   spectiiesin 
Great  Seal  in  1710,  his  name  is  not  to  be  found  in   the  par-  the  House 

.  .  of  Lords. 

liamcntary  history,  unless  on  the  occasion  of  his  rcturnhig 
thanks  to  the  Duke  of  INIarlborough,  by  order  of  the  House 
of  Peers.  I  may  present  as  a  specimen  of  the  style  of  parlia- 
mentaiy  reporting  in  the  reign  of  Anne,  the  fullest  account 
of  the  principal  debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Union  with  Scot- 
land. The  names  of  some  of  tlie  opposcrs  of  the  measure 
are  first  given,  with  a  slight  touch  of  the  oljjcctions  which 
they  urged,  and  then  the  leaders  on  the  other  side  arc  thus 
grouped  and  coniplinicnted  :  — "  The  Lords  Soniers,  Halifax, 
and  others,  made  very  pertinent  answers  to  the.'^e  o1)jcctions, 
after  which  the  House  divided,  and  the  contents  were  71, 
the  non-contents  22."* 

Lord  Cowpcr's  address  to  the  Duke  of  .Marlboi-ougii,  in 
retiu-ning  him  the  thanks  of  the  Hout^e  for  the  ^  it'torv  at  l\a- 
niillies,  was  ordered  to  be  entered  in  the  .Journal.-^,  and  is 
thus  })rescrved  to  us :  — 

"  ]My  Lord  Duke  of  Alarlborougli, 
"  1  am  coininanded  l)v  this  House  to  give  v<>ur  (Jrace  tlicir   J"*^'''-  ■'■ 

ITOfJ. 
•    ()'  Pari.  IlUt.  JO'S.      'I'lie  Lord  Cliariccllor  was  anion"  tlio  "others." 
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Lord 
Cowper 
returns 
thanks  to 
the  Du"k.e 
of  Marl- 
borough. 


acknowledgment  and  thanks  for  the  eminent  services  you 
have  done,  since  the  last  session  of  parliament,  to  her 
Majesty  and  your  country,  together  with  their  confederates, 
in  this  just  and  necessary  war. 

"  Though  your  former  successes  against  the  power  of 
France,  while  it  remained  unbroken,  gave  most  reasonable 
expectations  that  you  Avould  not  fail  to  improve  them ;  yet 
what  your  Grace  has  performed  this  last  campaign,  has  far 
exceeded  all  hopes,  even  of  such  as  were  the  most  affec- 
tionate and  partial  to  their  country's  interest  and  your  glory. 

*'  The  advantages  (I  use  the  lowest  expression  for  every 
thing)  which  you  have  gained  against  the  enemy,  are  of 
such  a  nature,  so  conspicuous  in  themselves,  and  so  un- 
doubtedly owing  to  your  courage  and  conduct,  so  sensibly 
and  universally  beneficial  in  their  consequences  to  the  whole 
Confederacy,  that  to  attempt  to  adorn  them  with  the  co- 
louring of  words  would  be  vain  and  inexcusable ;  and 
therefore  I  decline  it,  the  rather  because  I  should  certainly 
offend  that  great  modesty,  which  alone  can,  and  does,  add 
a  lustre  to  your  actions,  and  which,  in  your  Grace's  exam- 
ple, has  successfully  withstood  as  great  trials  as  that  virtue 
has  met  with  in  any  instance  whatsoever. 

"  Only  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  if  any  thing  could  move 
your  Grace  to  reflect  with  much  satisfaction  on  your  own 
merit,  it  would  be  this,  that  so  august  an  Assembly  does 
Avith  one  voice  praise  and  thank  you ;  an  honour,  wliicli  a 
judgment,  so  sure  as  that  of  your  Grace's  to  think  rightly 
of  every  thing,  cannot  but  prefer  to  the  ostentation  of  a 
public  triumph."  * 


Oct.  1707. 
Lord 

Cowjjer  the 
first  ('h<iii- 
cellor  of 
Great 
15rltaiii. 


The  Act  of  Union  provided  that  there  should  be  one  Great 
Seal  for  the  United  Kingdom ;  although  a  Seal  should  still 
be  used  in  Scotland  in  things  relating  to  j)rivate  right f;  and 
Lord  Cowper  was  the  first  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain,  being  so  declared  by  the  Queen  in  Council,  on 
the  4th  of  Mav,  1707,  four  davs    after    the   Act  came  into 


*    1  S  Lords'  Jourii.  p.  1 ' 
t    Art.  xxiv. 


G  I'arl.   Hist.  .710'. 
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operation.*     On  the  assemblins:  of  the  United  Parliament,     CHAP. 
.                                                                          .        .                            CXIV. 
the  Queen,  in  a  speech  which  he  prepared,  said  piously  and  '_ 


pointedly,  "  It  is  with  all  humble  thankfulness  to  Almighty 
God,  and  with  entire  satisfaction  to  myself,  that  I  meet  you 
here  in  this  first  parliament  of  Great  Britain ;  not  doubting 
but  you  come  with  hearts  prepared,  as  mine  is,  to  make  this 
Union  so  prosperous  as  may  answer  the  well-grounded  hopes 
of  all  my  good  subjects,  and  the  reasonable  apprehensions  of 
our  enemies." 

At  this  period  of  Anne's  reign,  the  Whig  star  was  in  the   Oct.  28. 
ascendant.     The  Duchess  of  Marlborough  still  kept  Anne   ^^^^ 
under  much  subjection.     Prince  George,  who  was  supposed  ^^cy  of  the 
to  have  had  an  antipathy  to  them,  and  to  have  exerted  against  Whigs, 
them  any  little  influence  he  enjoyed,  Avas   no  more, — and 
they  gained  considerable  popularity  from  the  brilliant  success 
of  the  war,   which   was   considered  their  measure.     On  the 
dissolution  of  parliament  in  the  following  year,  they  gained  a 
decided  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons  ;  Harley  and  St. 
John  were  obliged   to  retire  from  office,  and  Lord  Somcrs, 
l)cing  made  President  of  the  Council,  they  considered  the 
government  free  from  Tory  taint. 

The    Session    of   1708-9    began    with    placing   the  Lord   He  fidlvcrs 

m  II  1  •  1    1-^  •    •  rni  address, 

L'hancellor    rather     in     a    delicate     position.         llie    two   prayhi"- 
Houses  havlno;  voted   a  condolence   to  the    Queen    on    the   Qu^^^" 
death  of  her  husband,  which  was  privately  presented  to  her ;   marry 
she  proceeded   to   give  a  very  necessary  order,  —  (she  now 
being  a  widow,)  —  that  the  prayer  should  be  discontinued, 
which,  from  her  accession,  had  1)cen  put  up  In  all  churches 
and  chapels  during  divine  service,  "  to  make  her  an  hap})y 
niotlier  of  children,"  and  the  Commons,  after  the  fa?^hi()n  of 
(^ucen  Elizabeth's  parliaments,  unanimously  resolved  tliat  an 
address    should    be    i)rcsentcd    to    her,    praying,   "that    slie 
would  not  suffer  her  just  grief  so  far  to  prevail,  but  would 
have  such  indulgence  to  the  hearty  desires  of  lier  subjects, 
as  to  entertain  thouichts  of  a  second  iiiarriaLre.'"      This  re- 


"    Loiulon  Gazette "Whitehall,  IVray  4.  1707.      Tiiis  day  her   ^Iaj'-''^'y   'n 

Cduncil  was   pleased   to   declare   the    Uiplit    Honourable  Williain   Lord  C'owper 
Lord  lli'^li  C'liaiieellor  of  Great  Biitaiii." 


jam. 
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CHAP,     solution    was    sent    up  to  the   House  of  Lords,    who  were 
CXIV  . 
'      bound    unanimously    to  concur  in  it,  and  the  joint  address 

of  the  two  Houses  was  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  her 
Majesty  by  the  Lord  Chancellor.  He  was  a  member  of  a 
joint  committee  for  drawing  it  up ;  and,  on  his  suggestion, 
the  following  address  was  adopted,  which,  considering  that 
her  Majesty  was  not  only  in  her  first  weeds,  but  in  the  forty- 
fourth  year  of  her  age,  with  a  constitution  much  impaired 
by  good  living  and  by  the  gout,  shows  some  tact  on  tlic 
part  of  the  framer  of  it :  "  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 
We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  the 
Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons,  in  Parliament 
assembled,  being  truly  and  deeply  sensible  of  the  many  and 
great  blessings  we  have  enjoyed  during  the  whole  course 
of  your  jSIajcsty's  most  glorious  reign,  do  most  humbly 
conceive  we  should  be  Inexcusably  Avanting  to  ourselves  and 
the  whole  kingdom,  if  we  should  neglect  to  use  our  most 
zealous  endeavours  that  those  blessings  may  be  derived  down 
to  future  ages :  and,  therefore,  wltli  hearts  full  of  the  most 
profound  respect  and  duty  to  your  royal  person,  we  most 
humbly  beseech  your  Majesty  graciously  to  consider  the 
universal  desires  and  most  humble  supplications  of  your 
faithful  subjects,  that  your  Majesty  w^ould  not  so  far  in- 
dulge your  just  grief  as  to  decline  the  thoughts  of  a  second 
marriage.  This  would  be  an  uns})eakable  joy  to  your  people, 
who  would  join  their  most  fervent  prayers  to  Ahuiglity 
God  to  bless  your  Majesty  with  royal  issue  ;  all  of  them 
concurring  in  this  opinion,  that  no  greater  happiness  can 
be  desired  for  your  kingdom  than  that  they  and  their 
children  may  long  continue  under  the  gentle  and  gracious 
government  of  your  Majesty  and  your  posterity." 

The  poor  Queen,  much  embarrassed,  after  expressing  her 
gratitude  for  the  marks  of  affection  she  received  from  tlie 
two  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  her  anxiety  for  the  Pi'otestant 
succession  —  concluded  by  saying,  "  The  sul)jcct  of  tills 
address  is  of  such  a  nature,  that  I  am  persuaded  you  do  not 
expect  a  particular  answer,"  * 

*   6  rail.  Illst.  777. 
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The  remainder  of  the  Session  exhibited  a  series  of  easy      CHAP. 

C  X 1 V, 
victories  gained  by  the  Whigs ;  but   we  have  no  account  of  '__ 


any  speech  of  Lord  Chancellor  Cowper  in  the  course  of  it, 
except  another  address  of  thanks,  by  order  of  the  House,  to 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  for  his  eminent  services.  On  this 
occasion  the  Chancellor,  with  good  taste,  was  very  brief,  and 
touched  all  ministerial  hearts  by  pronouncing  these  words 
with  solemn  and  tremulous  voice,  to  indicate  that  they  pro- 
ceeded from  patriotic  piety :  "  I  cannot  conclude  without 
acknowledging  with  all  gratitude  the  providence  of  God  in 
raising  you  up  to  be  an  instrument  of  so  much  good,  in  so 
critical  a  juncture,  lohen  it  was  so  much  wanted,''^  —  although 
profane  scoffers  pretended  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  was 
thinking  less  of  the  fate  of  the  nation,  than  of  the  fate  of  the 
Whigs. 

Whether  this  party  had  offended  Heaven  by  any  profanity,   Dement- 
or  for    what    cause   they  were    to    be    subjected    to    divine  ^yT'-t"*  ^^'^ 
vengeance,  avc  know  not ;  but  certainly  soon  after  this  time 
they  seem  to  have  been  deprived  of  their  understanding,  and 
they  were  given  as  a  prey  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies. 

Now  was  preached  the  famous  sermon  of  Dr.  Saciie-  Impeacii- 
VERELL  against  Yolpone  and  his  colleagues,  and  now  was  SadV-" 
conuncnccd  the  preposterously  foolish  impeachment  which  I  verell. 
have  inadequately  censured  in  the  life  of  Lord  Somcrs.  *  It 
is  uaderstood  that  Lord  Cowper  joined  Avith  the  more 
Whiggish  section  of  the  Cabinet  in  recommending  that  the 
sermon  should  (according  to  a  very  prevalent  fashion),  be, 
like  the  Xon-resistance  Decree  of  the  University  of  Oxford, 
merely  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman,  or 
tliat  it  should  be  left  to  the  cognizance  of  the  ordinary  courts 
of  justice,  or  that  it  should  be  passed  over  with  silent 
contempt, —  ])ut  that  Godol{)hin  being  furiously  bent  u])on  an 
impeachment  by  which  he  hoped  successfully  to  vindicate  his 
private  character  and  the  j)u])llc  ])rlnclplcs  on  which  he  had 
acted,  they  were  afraid  of  a  fatal  S]>lit  in  the  Caliinet  by  larther 
I'csistance.  '\\\q\  all  honestly  exerted  themselves  to  l)rlng  It 
creditably  U)  a  termination,  and  ]Mr.  Burke  thought   that  In 

'    Ante,  ]).  L'Ol. 


Saclie- 
vercll. 
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CHAP,     the  speeches  which  they  delivered,  are  to  be  found  the  true 
principles  of  genuine  Whiggism    and    of  the   English   con- 
stitution. * 
Lord  Lord  Cowper  presided  as  Chancellor  when  the  hearing 

Oowpcr*s 

address  to  began  in  Westminster  Hall,  and  he  comported  himself  during 
the  long  trial  which  ensued  with  great  dignity  and  pro- 
priety. Thus  he  addressed  the  defendant,  who  appeared 
when  proclamation  was  made  for  him,  and  he  knelt  at  the 
bar :  — "  Dr.  Sacheverell,  it  is  needless  to  give  you  any  di- 
rections concerning  your  behaviour  during  the  time  of  your 
trial  or  the  ordering  your  defence,  because  the  Lords  have 
not  only  allowed  but  assigned  you  the  counsel  you  desired, 
some  both  of  the  civil  and  common  law,  who  will  be  able  to 
direct  and  advise  you  not  only  in  the  substance  but  form  of 
your  defence.  The  Lords  have  also  made  an  order  for 
summoning  all  such  witnesses  as  you  have  propounded  to 
appear  for  you,  and  that  you  might  be  the  better  able  to 
provide  for  your  defence,  you  have  had  your  liberty  on  the 
first  application  for  it  and  giving  security  for  your  appear- 
ance. You  have  also  had  all  the  time  you  thought  fit  to 
desire,  in  order  to  prepare  for  your  defence,  so  that  you  ought 
ever  to  remember  that  their  Lordships  have  used  tOAvards 
you  all  the  indulgence  you  could  reasonably  expect."  While 
the  Peers  were  sitting  in  Westminster  Hall,  the  Chancellor 
did  not  interfere  farther  than  by  saying,  "  Gentlemen  of  tlie 
Plouse  of  Commons,"  or,  "  Gentlemen,  you  that  are  counsel 
for  the  ])ris<)ner, — may  proceed."  When  the  great  difficulty 
arose  from  the  objection  that  the  articles  of  impeachment  did 
not  set  out  the  passages  of  the  sermon  complained  of  as 
libellous,  he  very  fairly  put  the  question  to  the  Judges, 
"  Whether,  by  the  law  of  England  and  constant  practice  in 
all  prosecutions  by  indictment  or  information  for  misde- 
meanours by  writing  or  speaking,  the  particular  words  suji- 
])osed  to  l)e  criminal,  must  not  be  expressly  specified  in  such 
indictment  or  information?"  I  should  have  thought  there 
was  grent  weight  in  the  objection,  and  should  have  yielded  to 
it ;  but  1  make  no  doubt  that  it  was  conscientiously  overruled 

*   "  Apijcal  from  the  New  to  the  Old  Whiffs." 
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by  Lord  Cowper   and  Lord  Somers,   notwithstanding  the     CHAP. 
habit  of  imputing  party  motives  to  Peers  in  all  judicial  cases 
connected  with  politics.  * 

When  sentence  was  about  to  be  pronounced,  an  altercation  Fracas  with 
arose  below  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  which,  but  for  the  of  ti,e  ^^ 
discretion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  might  have  led  to  very  Commons, 
serious  consequences.  When  Sir  Richard  Onslow,  the  Speaker 
of  the  Commons,  came  up  to  demand  judgment,  a  question 
arose  whether  his  mace  was  to  be  admitted  into  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  "the  Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod"  in- 
sisted that  it  should  be  left  outside  the  door —  which  he  said 
was  according  to  ancient  precedent.  The  Speaker  threatened 
to  return  to  the  House  of  Commons  and  complain  of  this 
indignity,  but  Lord  Cowper  ordered  that  the  mace  should 
be  admitted.  "  Black  Rod"  being  then  ordered  to  produce 
his  prisoner,  was  going  to  put  him  on  the  right  hand  of 
Mr.  Speaker,  who  was  thereupon  very  wroth,  and  exclaimed, 
"  My  Lords,  if  you  do  not  order  the  Black  Rod  to  go  with 
the  prisoner  on  the  left  hand  of  me  at  some  distance,  I  will 
return  to  the  House  of  Commons;"  upon  which  the  Lord 
Chancellor  directed  Black  Rod  so  to  do,  and  then  Mr.  Speaker 
demanded  judgment .  f 

The  Lord  Chancellor  addressing  the  prisoner,  recapitulated  Sentence 
the  proceedings  against  him,  and  coming  to  tlie  objection  to  verdi. 
the  framing  of  the  Articles,  said :  —  "  Their  Lordships  have 
resolved  that  by  the  law  of  parliament,  which  is  part  of  the 
law  of  the  land  in  prosecutions  by  impeachment  for  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanours,  by  writing  or  speaking  the  par- 
ticular Avords  supposed  to  be  criminal,  are  not  necessary  to 
he  expressly  s})ccified  in  the  articles  of  impeachment.  So 
that,  in  their  Lordshi[)'s  opinion,  the  answer  of  tlie  Judges 
Avhich  related  only  to  the  course  used  in  indictments  and 
informations    docs   not  in   the  least  aflect   vour  case.      Tlie 


*    See  Layer's  case,  10  St.  Tr.  93. 

t  Tlie  Lords'  Journals  are  silent  respecting  tliis  controversy,  hnt  all  the  par- 
ticulars are  carefully  recorded  in  the  Journals  of  the  Commons,  who  have  ever 
since  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  taking  their  mace,  with  the  Sjjeaker,  into  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  of  having  tlie  prisoner  placed  at  some  distance  on  the 
Sjieaker's  left  hand, —  which  were  considered  great  constitutional  triumphs." — 
1.5  St.  Tr.    172.;   4  Hats.  Tree.  293. 
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Improper 
prosecu- 
tions 
for  high 
treason. 


Lords,  therefore,  find  themselves  obliged  by  law  to  proceed 
to  judgment  against  you,  wliicli  I  am  ordered  to  pronounce, 
and  in  which  you  cannot  but  observe  an  extreme  tenderness 
towards  your  character  as  a  minister  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. This  high  Court  doth  adjudge,  That  you,  Henry 
Sacheverell,  Doctor  in  Divinity,  shall  be,  and  you  are  hereby 
enjoined  not  to  preach  during  the  term  of  three  years  next 
coming,"  *  —  0  !  most  lame  and  impotent  conclusion  ! ! !  The 
drivelling  parson  was  considered  a  greater  hero  than  Marl- 
borough, and  his  prosecutors  were  scattered  to  the  winds.f 

The  WhiffS  showed  the  infatuation  or  dementation  under 
which  they  were  labouring,  and  considerably  encreased  their 
unj^opularity  by  very  improper  prosecutions  for  high  trea- 
son, which  they  now  instituted,  and  for  which  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, as  head  of  the  law,  deserves  severe  blame.  During 
the  Impeachment,  the  High  Church  mob,  who  accompanied 
their  idol  daily  to  Westminster,  pulled  down  a  dissenting 
meeting-house  in  Druiy  Lane,  and  another  in  Lincoln's  Inn 
Fields  —  burning  the  pulpit  and  the  seats,  and  huzzaing  for 
"  High  Church   and   Sacheverell !"  X     They  might  very  pro- 


*    15  St.  Tr.  1—522. 

-\  Although  lie  was  silenced  in  the  pulpit,  he  was  not  incapacitated  from  re- 
ceiving ecclesiastical  preferment  ;  and  a  fine  living  in  Wales  was  immediately 
hestowetl  upon  him.  His  journey  to  take  possession  of  it  resembled  a  royal 
progress.  The  nobility  and  gentry  were  eager  to  have  the  lionour  of  entertain- 
ing liim,  afterwards  looking  with  reverence  on  the  bed  in  which  he  had  slej)!  ; 
and  in  all  the  towns  through  which  he  passed  he  was  received  witli  processions, 
ringing  of  bells,  bonfires,  and  every  demonstration  of  joy.  L'lJon  the  dissolution 
of  parliament,  v.hich  soon  followed,  the  members  who  had  voted  for  his  impeach- 
ment were  almost  iinivevsally  cashiered,  and  many  witli  great  jjroperty  and 
hereditary  iniluence,  and  heretofore  enjoying  much  iiulividual  ])opularity,  dui 
not  venture  to  show  themselves  at  the  hustings,  not  only  from  the  despair  of 
success,  but  from  the  dread  of  personal  danger.  In  the  "  IMemoirs  of  P.  P. 
Clerk,  of  this  Parish,"  is  to  l)e  found  the  most  striking  testimony  to  the  celebrity 
conferred  upon  this  cliarlut'tn.  "  We  are  now  (says  he)  arrived  at  that  cele- 
brated year  in  which  the  Church  of  iMigland  was  tried  in  the  jierson  of  Dr. 
Sacheverell."  And  in  drawing  the  characters  of  the  members  of  the  association 
which  he  formed  to  defend  the  Church,  he  mentions  "  Thomas  White,  a  man  of 
good  rei)ute,  for  that  his  uncle,  by  the  mother's  side,  had  formerly  been  servitor 
at  .Maudlin  College,  where  the  glorious  Sacheverell  was  educated." 

I  The  I^atin  special  verdict  in  one  of  the  cases  is  curious.  "  Progressi  fuer' 
exultantes  et  clamantes,  ^  Ilitzzn,  Iliijh  Cluirch  and  Sacheverell!'  et  declarantes 
(|(1  ipsi  omnes  domos 'protestan'  dissentien'  a!)  Ecclesia  anglican'  jiro  diviiio  cultu 
allocat'  diruerent  et  pra'd'  doniu'  in  vico  jira-d'  vocat  Driirii  Lane  adtunc  freger' 
et  spoliaver'  et  subsellia  rostrum  (angl.  pidiiit)  et  al'  ad  iiide  s|)ectan'  in  ])ub- 
lico  vico  ilim  adtunc  ])rotuler'  ad  comburi'nd'  et  cum  igne  postea  in  eodem  jiub- 
lico  vico  consumi'ser',  ikv."  —\'>  St.   'i'r,  *;()'!. 
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perly  have  been  iirosecuted  for  a  riot,  and  sentenced  to  a  short     CHAP, 
imprisonment,  but  that  they  should  be  hanged,  beheaded,  and  '_ 


quartered  as  traitors,  for  "  compasssing  the  death  of  the  a.  d.  1710. 
Queen,"  or  "  levying  war  against  her,"  was  contrary  to  the 
plain  dictates  of  humanity  and  justice.  Nevertheless,  upon 
the  doctrine  that  an  insurrection  to  destroy  all  inclosures,  or 
all  brothels,  is  high  treason,  the  rioters  were  indicted  for 
that  offence,  and  two  of  the  leaders,  Damaree  and  Purchase, 
a  waterman  and  a  joiner,  being  found  guilty,  had  the  fright- 
ful sentence,  which  till  lately  disgraced  our  law  of  trea- 
son, pronounced  upon  them.  *  Although  they  were  after- 
wards pardoned,  the  Whig  ministers  were  very  justly  blamed 
for  vindictively  bringing  into  jeopardy  the  lives  of  men 
attached  to  the  Queen  and  the  constitution,  who  had  merely 
been  betrayed  into  a  breach  of  the  peace  from  an  excess  of 
religious  or  party  zeal,  f 

When  the  crisis  came,  the  whole  conduct  of  Lord  Cowper  Lord 
is  highly  to  his  credit  for  discernment,  integrity,  and  public  ciTnld'^^to'"" 
spirit.     Taking  (I  think)  a  juster  view  than  his  colleagues  of  peace  with 
the  question  of  peace  and  war,  he  in  vain  tried  to  save  them 
from   the  odious   charge  of  continuing  the  struggle  for  their 
own  advantage,  by  representing  to   them   that  the  object  of 
the   Grand  Alliance  had   been  gained  by  the  humiliation  of 
Louis  XIV.,  and   tliat   this   haughty  sovereign,   amidst  all 
his  reverses,  never  would  submit  to  the  disgraceful  mandate 
to    assist    in    driving    his    own    grandson    from    the    throne 
of  Spain.      "  For  my   own   part,"    says   he,    in   his  Diary, 
"  nothing  but  seeing  such  great  men  believe  it,  could  ever 


*    \r,  St.  Tr.  5'J2 — 703. 

f   It  may  be  too  late  to  controvert  the  law  laid   down    in   this  case,  hut  no    Q.  Ilj.rli 
j^overnnu'iit  would  now  direct   sucli  a  i)roseeution  to  l)e   instituted.      In    Frost's    treason  to 
case,  which  occurred  when  I  was  Attorney  General,   I   had  no  didicnlty  in  ad-    trv  to  de- 
visinj;  a  prosecution  for   high   treason,  as  with   an  organised   military  hand  of   strovall  in 
li.),0()0  men    he   attacked  the  Queen's  troo|)s,  and   tried  to  stortn  the  town  of   closures, 
Ne\v))ort,  intending,  l)y  force,  to  change  the  constitution  of  the  eoimtry,  and  to    ^f. 
establish  "  tlie  i"Eoi"i.k's  chaktkr  ;  '  l)ut,  in  cases  which  afterwards  occurred  in  the 
north  of  England,  hearing   much   more   the  aspect   of  "  levying   war  "   than   the 
Sachevereil  riot,    I    ])roseciited   only  for  a   misdenieanoiu".  —  Tlie  'I'ories  may  be 
excused    for    rewarding    the    zeal,    and    comi)ensating    the    sull'erings    of   honest 
Damaree,  by  making  him  chief  waterman  to  the  (iueen,  and   a|)|)()inting  him  to 
steer  her  barge. 

VOL.  IV.  Y 
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A.  n.  1710. 
Lord 
Cowpcr 
dissuades 
the  resig- 
nation of 
the  Duke 
of  Marl- 
borough. 


But  op- 
poses his 
phin  of  his 
bi'ing  ap- 
])oiiited 
Ca])taiii- 
General  for 
life. 


incline  me  to  think  France  reduced  so  low  as  to  accept  such 
conditions."  * 

The  Queen,  prompted  by  Harley  and  Mrs.  Masham, 
giving  signs  of  the  coming  change,  it  was  apprehended  that 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  then  in  Flanders,  would  imme- 
diately throw  up  all  his  offices ;  and  Lord  Cowper,  with  the 
Dukes  of  Newcastle  and  Devonshire,  jointly  wrote  him  a  let- 
ter, earnestly  recommending  both  for  the  sake  of  the  country 
and  of  the  party,  that  he  would  retain  the  command,  so  that 
there  might  still  be  a  Whig  gaining  victories  in  the  field,  or 
that  the  odium  of  dismissing  him  should  be  thrown  upon  the 
Tories.  Marlborough,  w^ho  although  converted  into  a  very 
good  Whig  and  for  ever  alienated  from  the  party  now  eager 
to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  having  still  a  steady  regard  for  his 
own  interest,  thought  of  a  much  better  expedient  than  resig- 
nation, and  proposed  that,  to  increase  the  confidence  of  the 
Allies,  he  should  receive  a  patent  as  "  Commander  in 
Chief  for  life,"  so  that  an  office  which  ought  not  to  be 
connected  with  party  politics  might  not  depend  upon  the  ca- 
sualties of  party  struggles.  He  accordingly,  without  the  pre- 
vious sanction  of  his  colleagues,  caused  this  scheme  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Queen,  by  Sarah  his  Duchess,  now  in  the 
last  agonies  of  expiring  influence.  Anne  said,  "  she  would  con- 
sider of  it,"  and,  under  the  advice  of  those  who  now  possessed 
her  confidence,  asked  the  Lord  Chancellor  whether  such  a 
patent  wovild  be  legal  and  constitutional?  Cowper  was 
aware  that  grants  somewhat  similar  and  not  more  objection- 
able, proposed  to  be  made  by  Queen  Elizabeth  to  the  Earl  of 
Leicester,  and  by  Charles  I.  to  the  Duke  of  Ijuckingham,  had 
been  opposed  by  Lord  Chancellor  Ilatton,  and  by  Lord 
Keeper  Coventry,  and  he  unhesitatingly  declared  that  whe- 
tlier  the  proposed  patent  would  be  legal  or  not,  it  certainly 
would  be  unconstitutional,  as,  under  a  monarchy,  military 
command  could  only  be  properly  held  during  the  pleasure  of 


•  "  Lord  Treasurer,  Lord  President  Somers,  and  all  others,  Lords,  did  ever 
seem  confident  of  a  jieace  (on  the  terms  they  wished  to  priscrihc).  ^ly  own 
distrust  was  so  remarkable,  that  I  was  once  perfectly  chid  by  the  Treasurer 
(never  so  much  in  any  other  case)  for  saying,  'such  orders  would  l)e  jjroper  if 
the  French  King  signed  the  preliminary  treaty. '  lie  resented  my  making  a 
((iiestion  of  it,  and  said  there  could  be  no  doubt,  &c." — Piuri/,  41. 
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the  monarch.  Anne  was  thus  enabled  to  say,  that  however  CHAP, 
willing  to  gratify  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  she  found  by 
the  opinion  of  him  in  whom  she  and  all  her  ministers  con-  ^  j,  j^jq 
fided  so  much,  his  request  could  not  be  complied  with.  The 
attempt  was  turned  to  great  advantage  by  Harley  and  the 
Tories,  who,  during  the  rest  of  this  reign,  represented  that  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  had  wished  to  make  himself  "  Per- 
petual Dictator."  Swift,  in  his  "  History  of  the  Four  Last 
Years  of  Queen  Anne,"  pretending  to  be  very  mild  and 
candid,  says  :  "  We  are  not  to  take  the  height  of  his  ambition  * 
from  his  soliciting  to  be  General  for  Life  :  I  am  persuaded 
the  chief  motive  was  the  pay  and  perquisites  by  continu- 
ing the  war ;  and  that  he  had  then  no  intentions  of  settling 
the  Crown  in  his  family,  his  only  son  having  been  dead  some 
years  before."  f  In  allusion  to  this  attempt  it  was,  that,  when 
Addison's  Cato  came  out  in  the  year  1713,  and  the  two 
rival  factions  strove  which  should  applaud  it  most,  Boling- 
broke  called  Booth  into  his  box  at  the  theatre,  and  gave  him 
a  purse  with  fifty  guineas  "  for  defending  the  cause  of 
liberty  so  well  against  a  Perpetual  Dictator." 

Although  the  Whig  party  had  so  much  follen  in  reputation.  Attempts 
partly  from  their  rejection  of  the  overtures  for  a  peace  made  Tories  to 
by  the  French  Kins!;  at  GertruydcnbersT:;,  but  infinitely  more   "x'""^'^' 

•^  .  .  Lord 

from  the  charge  to  which  tliey  liad  foolishly  exposed  themselves  Cowpcr  to 

of  beinsT  the   enemies  of  the  Church,   the   Chancellor  indi-  '''-'^'y"  """^^' 

vidually  stood  high  in  public  estimation  ;  and,  for  the  credit  of  thum. 
his  name,  the  Tories  were  very  desirous  of  retaining   him  in 

*  All  expression  ])rot);il)ly  taken  from  the  epigram  upon  the  liigh  bridge  over 
tlie  little  stream  in  Blenheim  Park  : 

"  The  arch,  the  heigiit  of  his  ambition  shows  ; 
Tiie  stream,  an  eml)lem  of  his  bounty  flows." 

f  This  character  of  Marllioroujih,  l)y  Swift,  ought  to  make  us  look  with 
some  indulgence  on  the  licentiousness  of  the  press  in  our  own  tinie-^,  which, 
l)eing  "  jjretty  considerable,"  some  supjiose  "  unexampled."  Our  Marlborough 
is  treated  by  political  ojjpouents  with  uniform  deference  and  resjnct  :  but  tluis 
writes  Swift,  in  what  he  calls  "  History" — of  the  hero  of  IJleiilieim,  Uamillies, 
and  Mal])la(iuet,  who  never  once  retreated  before  an  enemy  —  delii)erately  re- 
))rcseuting  him  even  as  a  coward  :  '•  Tiiose  maligners  who  deny  him  personal 
valour,  seem  not  to  consider  that  this  accusation  is  charged  at  a  venture,  since 
the  person  of  a  wise  Cieneral  is  too  seldom  exposed  to  form  any  judgment  in  the 
matter  ;  and  that  fear,  which  is  said  sometimes  to  have  di-conccrtcd  him  before 
an  action,  might  i)robablv  l)e  more  for  his  army  tlian  for  iiimself " 
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CHAP,  office.  They  had  one  great  lawyer  of  whom  they  were  justly 
proud*  ;  but  he,  seeing  the  precarious  tenure  of  office  in  such  a 
juncture,  would  have  been  better  pleased  to  have  been  At- 
torney General,  —  with  his  practice  at  the  bar  to  retreat 
upon  in  case  of  a  reverse. 

Accordingly,  Harley,  who  at  this  time  did  not  wish  to 
give  a  complete  triumph  to  tlie  ultra-Tory  party,  whicli 
might  endanger  not  only  tlie  Protestant  succession,  but  his 
own  stability,  employed  one  Moncton  to  treat  with  Lord 
Cowper  for  his  remaining  Chancellor.  An  offer  by  letter 
having  been  declined,  the  negotiator,  who  was  a  common 
friend  of  the  parties,  made  a  journey  from  Yorkshire  to  Lon- 
don, and  in  a  personal  conference  offered  Lord  Cowper  his 
good  offices  to  preserve  him  in  his  place.  Lord  Cowper 
made  suitable  explanations  to  acknowledge  so  great  a  favour, 
but  said  "things  were  too  far  gone  towards  the  Tories  for 
him  to  think  it  prudent  to  keep  his  place  if  he  might,  and 
that  in  case  of  a  Tory  parliament,  ]\Ir.  Harley  would  find 
himself  borne  along  into  measures  he  might  not  like."  The 
following  day  Harley  himself  came  privately  to  Lord  Cow- 
per, who  gives  in  his  Diahy  this  amusing  account  of  their 
interview  f  :  —  "  jNIunday,  1 8.  5  o'Clock.  M'"  H.  came  to  me 
&  made  great  Expressions  of  his  Esteem  &c.  ;  owned  he 
came  by  the  Q.  leave  &  D.  of  Shrewsbury's  consent,  & 
undertook  for  L  Harc*^  Approbation,  to  offer  me  to  continue 
in  my  station,  to  act  with  me  with  Confidence  and  better 
friendship  than  the  Junto  had  for  me.  He  could  say  much 
of  that,  but  would  accuse  none.  —  Gave  me  the  History  of 
the  3  montlis  past,  short  &  broken  so  that  hard  to  be  remem- 
bered. [Then  follows  a  confused  statement  of  intrigues  be- 
tween Godijli)hin,  Marlborough,  Harley,  St.  John,  Ilarcourt, 
and  Shrewslniry.]  Used  all  ^Vrguments  possible  to  pcrswade 
me  to  stay  in  place  :  —  All  should  be  easy  :  —  The  Danger  of 
going  out  %:  —  a  AVhig   Game  intended  at  bottom  ;  cnume- 

*    .Sir  Simon  Ilarcourt. 

1    C'ojiiod  with  tlie  ori<ilii;d  spelling  and  al)l)ri.'viations. 

t  Tliis  reminds  mo  of  a  saying  I  have  heard  of  the  late  Lord  Melville: 
'•  Never  resign  ;  for  wlien  you  are  once  out,  the  Lord  Almighty  only  knows 
when  voLi  niav  tret  in  atrain.'' 
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rated  w*  Whigs  in;  declined  (shuffling)  to  tell  all  the  Re-     chap. 
moves  intended,  tho  asked ;  endeavoured  to  possess  me  with  * 


opinion  of  Injustice  of  L*^  T*"  and  D.  of  Marlb.  towards  him,  ^  ^  ,720. 
&  much  broken  unintelligible  Matter  prout  Mos  &c.  To 
which  I  express'd  great  Hon""  done  by  his  kind  Advances ; 
but  as  to  my  staying  in,  shew'*  him  a  design  I  had  open'd  to 
L*^  T*"  before  I  knew  his  interest  decay'd  of  getting  a  succ"" 
being  weary  of  my  place  ;  that  being  so  indifferent  towards 
it,  I  was  not  prepared  to  bear  much  for  it ;  that  I  had  already 
tasted  Mortifications  from  L"*  Dart™,  encouraged  as  I  had 
reason  to  beleive  from  .  .  .  . ;  that  things  were  plainly  put 
into  Torys  hands  ;  a  Whig  Game,  either  in  whole  or  in  part, 
impossible ;  that  to  keep  in,  when  all  my  friends  were  out, 
wo*^  be  infamous  ;  that  in  a  little  time  when  any  Tory  of  In- 
terest would  press  for  my  place,  he  must  needs  have  it ;  that 
it  was  necessary  a  man  in  that  place  who  had  so  much  to  do 
&  judge  of,  should  sit  easy  in  his  mind  as  to  the  circum- 
stances he  was  in ;  that  'twas  impossible  I  sho'*  be  so  during 
Measures  I  could  not  but  think  hurtful  to  the  j:>ublick,  & 
contrary  to  the  true  Interest  of  my  Countrey  ;  and  on  the 
whole  desired  him  not  to  think  of  continuing  me,  but  only  to 
prepare  the  Q:  to  beleive  my  true  professions,  —  that  I  wo'^ 
always  endeavour  to  serve  her,  to  assist  her  against  any  hard 
Attempts  on  either  side,  &  to  live  well  with  the  Ministry 
wlicn  I  was  out  of  place,  if  they  pleas'd  to  allow  me  that 
favour.  —  He  seem'd  not  mucli  to  beleive  my  decllneing  to 
stay  in,  &  after  much  discourse,  dcsircing  me  not  to  resolve, 
went  away."  * 

In  this  belief,  that  the  Great  Seal  could  not  be  sincerely 
repudiated,  Moncton  returned  to  the  attack,  and  in  a  visit  of 
two  hours  went  over  all  the  arguments  again,  saying,  "  lie 
had  undertaken  to  succeed,  and  that,  if  he  failed,  he  must 
throw  himself  into  the  Thames."  But  Cowpcr  was  firm,  and 
intimated  that  his  official  functions  being  suljstantially 
finisliod,  lie  was  ffoino;  to  Coleu'rcen,  in  IlertFordshire,  to 
visit  his  wife  who  had  lately  'ain  in  there,  Moncton  actually 
followed  him,  and  still  pressed  him  to  continue  to  hold  the 

'    Diarv,   11. 
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Great  Seal,  suggesting  that  he  might  thereby  save  the  Whigs. 
Certain  news  arrived  that  there  was  to  be  a  complete  sweep, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  they  returned 
to  town  together. 

The  same  day  a  council  was  held,  and  the  scene  took  place 
which  Burnet  so  circumstantially  describes,  when  the  Queen 
ordered  the  Attorney  General  to  produce  the  proclamation 
for  the  dissolution  of  parliament,  and  the  Chancellor  was  in- 
terrupted in  his  speech  to  oppose  this  measure.* 

An  ineffectual  attempt  was  still  made  next  morning  by 
Moncton  to  shake  his  resolution ;  but  Lord  Somers  and  all  his 
friends  being  actually  dismissed,  he  would  no  longer  allow 


*  4  Burnet,  290,  291.  —  The  Diary  notices  a  council,  but  is  silent  as  to  its 
proceedings.  It  appears,  however,  that  I>ord  Cowper  had  received  previous 
notice  from  some  quarter,  that  the  proposal  of  dissolution  was  to  be  made  at  the 
Council,  and  had  prepared  himself  to  resist  it.  I  have,  on  a  narrow  slip  of 
paper  subsequently  indorsed  by  him,  "  Heads  prejiared  to  Sjieak  from  —  ag' 
Dissol.  Pari.  1710.  Denyd  to  be  heard," — what  he  had  jotted  down  just  before 
going  to  St.  James's  : 


'  Hazardous  —  Dangerous 
To  home  & 

abroad 
Honour  of  M. 
&  Peace  of  y'=  K. 

Worth  hearing  both  sides. 
Cond.  of  last  Sess. 
Done  nothing  since  to  demerit 

—  must  be  something  extra.  w'=' 
since  happened 

O.  Vox  populi 

P.  Not  so  &c. 

If  so  =  an  arg' 

agt  it 

—  wounds  prerog. 

—  crown  approves 
Proph  :   disapp.  Ergo 
(This  if  in  eq.  Balance) 
But  hurtfull  &c. 

A  certainty 

for  an  uncertainty 

—  put  it  all  ways. 

1 .  \Vh.  displeased 

2.  To.  (word  illegible)  Taxes 

3.  Mixt 

Contention. 


S.   Too  late  for 
Timly  Supplys 

Arrest  the  proceedings 
ill  Spain,  &c. 

4.  Encouragm'  to 

enemy 
—  to  retard  Peace. 
They  build  upon 

it,  &c. 

5.  If  Invasion 
Who  can  answer 

y*^  objection. 
Why  such  a  step  un- 
necessary. 

6.  The  present  ani- 
mositys,  heats,  &c. 
encreased  by  it. 

Concl. 
Can't  suggest  any 
reasons  on  publ.  acc*^ 
And  if  this  advice  be 
only  to  prep,  revol. 
in  ministry 
I  think  it  is  to  sacr. 
too  much  of  y'^'  publ.  In- 
terest to  such  a  cause." 


y>e  have  here  an  instance  of  the  continujmce  of  the  practice  of  debating  subjects 
m  council  Ijcfore  her  Majesty,  and  making  set  speeches  ujion  them.  It  would 
l)e  thought  strange  now,  if,  at  a  council  held  at  Windsor  for  a  proclamation  to 
prorogue  parliament,  a  councillor  should  rise  and  harangue  her  Majesty  against 
the  measure. 
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the  matter  to  be  discussed,  and  puttlnoj  the  Great  Seal  into     CHAP. 
the  purse  he  proceeded  with  it  to  St.  James's  Palace.    Being  " 


admitted  to  the  Queen,  he  laid  before  her  the  reasons  of  his  ^  jj  j^jq 

resolution  to  surrender  it.     "  This,"  he  says,   "  she  strongly  Queen 

opposed,  giving  it  me  again  at  least  five  times  after  I  laid  it  wishes  him 

down,  and  at  last  would  not  take  it,  but  commanded  me  to  ^°  ""c^^'" 

111*  IT  Ti  •  f  n  •!>  ~t  ^^^  Great 

hold  it,  adding,  '  1  beg  it  as  a  favour  or  you,  it  1  may  use  Seal. 
that  expression,'  on  which  I  took  it  again ;  but  after  some 
pause  told  her  '  I  could  not  carry  it  out  of  the  palace  unless 
she  would  promise  me  to  accept  it  to-morrow  if  I  brought  it,' 
which  I  think  she  did,  saying,  '  she  hoped  I  would  alter  my 
mind.'  Tlie  arguments  on  my  side,  and  professions,  and  the 
repeated  importunities  of  her  Majesty,  drew  this  into  the 
length  of  half  an  hour."  He  adds  :  "  The  reason  of  all  this 
importunity,  I  guess,  proceeded  from  the  new  minister  not 
being  prepared  with  a  successor  to  me  who  would  be  able  to 
execute  the  office  v;ell ;  Sir  S.  Ilarcourt  having  chose  to  be 
Attorney  General,  and  her  not  knowing  if  he  would  take  it ; 
her  having  been  informed  I  executed  the  office  well ;  the  dis- 
reputation it  might  bring  on  their  late  proceedings  with  as 
many  as  had  any  opinion  of  my  probity  or  understanding  ; 
]\Ir.  llarley  and  the  Di:ke  of  Shrewsbury  being  afraid  of  the 
old  Tories  overrunning  them,  and  willing,  for  a  while  at  least, 
to  have  a  little  counterbalance  if  they  should  disagree :  so, 
much  to  my  dissatisfiction,  I  returned  home  with  the  Seal." 
On  tlie  morrow  he  repaired  to  the  palace  as  the  day  bei\)re,  St'pt.  2:5. 
and  bcinrj  introduced  into  the   Queen's  closet,  said  to  her,      ^''■^"'  ,. 

o  4.  :>  3    nation  or 

"  Madam,  I  come  now  with  an  easier  heart  before  your  Lord 
Majesty  than  yesterday,  since  your  ^Majesty  was  then  ploartcd  ""'"■'• 
graciously  to  accept  my  surrender  if  I  should  continue  of  the 
same  mind,  which,  with  a  deep  sense  of  your  ^Majesty's  con- 
descension and  kindness  1  do."  Qiu:m.  "  I  was  in  liopes,  my 
Lcn'd,  that  you  would  have  changed  your  mind  :  but  I  can  use 
no  more  arguments  to  persuade  you  than  I  did  yesterday." 
Tliereu})on  lie  fell  on  his  knee,  and  delivt'icd  the  j)urse  with 
the  (ireat  Seal  into  her  Majesty's  hand,  and  she  accepted  it 
from  him.  Having  otiered  her  some  advice  al)out  his  suc- 
cessor (which  she  had  the  day  before  given  him  leave  to  do), 
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CHAP,     he  withdrew,  and  he  carried  with  him  what  was  far  more 
^^^^*     precious  than  the  bauble  he  had  rejected — the  consciousness 
of  having  acted  honourably.  * 

•  The  Duke  of  Somerset  was  the  only  Whig  in  high  office  who  railed. 
When  he  came  to  excuse  himself  to  Cowpcr  for  being  "  over  persuaded  by  the 
Queen  to  keep  his  place,"  we  have  this  conclusion  to  the  entry  in  the  Diary, 
giving  an  account  of  the  interview :  "  On  the  whole,  he  appeared  to  me  a  false, 
mean-spirited  knave ;  at  the  same  time,  he  was  a  pretender  to  the  greatest 
courage  and  steadiness."  —  p.  50. 
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CHAPTER  CXV. 


CONTINUATION    OF    THE    LIFE    OF    LORD   COWPEK   TILL    THE 
ACCESSION   OF    GEORGE    I. 

Lord  Cowper  immediately  retired  to  his  house  at  Colegreen,     CHAP, 
leaving  the  new  ministers  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the  field, 


to  complete  their  arrangements  and  to  prepare  for  the  general   ^  „  1710. 
election  now  approaching.   Here  he  heard  that  the  Great  Seal  ^^P*-  25. 

..  ..  .         Lord 

was  put  into  commission,  the  Commissioners  being  Lord  Chief  Cowper 
Justice  Trevor,  Mr.  Justice  Tracy,  and  Mr.  Baron  Scroi^e  *,  f^'""*^^ 

..  I'^'o  the 

Sir  Simon  Harcourt  declining  to  accept  it  till  the  returns  to  country. 
the  House  of  Commons  should  show  what  chance  there  was 
of  stability  to  the  Tory  government.     But  all  doubt  upon 
this  subject   was  soon  terminated,  the  elccticms  running  in 
their  favour  more  than  in  their  most  sanguine  moments  they 
had  ventured  to  anticipate.      The  cry  of   "  Sacheverell  for 
ever,  and  down  with  the  Whigs ! "  resounded  throughout  the 
Icugtli  and  breadth  of  tlie  land ;   there  had  not  been  such  a 
burst  of  High  Church  feeling  since  the  election  of  Charles  II. 's 
first  parliament  at  the  llestoration,  and  there  was  now  a  House 
of  Commons  which  could  be  thoroughly  depended  u})on  to 
pass  any  laws  against  Dissenters,  or  to  weaken  the  influence  of 
the  monied  interest  supposed  to  be  still  inclined  to  Whiggism. 
The   Ex-chancellor    had    little    consolation   from   a   visit   lie   visit  to 
received  from  the  Duchess  of  jNIarlborough,  who  relieved  her  j',""  "^""^ 
bile  by  giving  this  character  of  the  (^ueen  :  —  "  She  has  no    Duduss 
original  thoughts  on  any  subject:  she  is  neither  good  nor  btul,   liy.^ou-'". 
but  as  she  is  made  so  by  others  ;  while  pleased,  she  has  nuich 
love  and  passion  for  those  who  please;   she  can  write  [)retty 
affectionate  letters,  but  she  can  do  nothing  else  well."  t 

in  his  retirement  he  was  violently  assailed  by  the  man  who    l.ii)i;k(l  i 
at   this   viTy    time   was    treacherously    carryiiii.'-   on  a  double    ''^"'"' 

*     ratiiil   Koll,  !»  Aiiiic,   fartL'.    No.  S.  f     Diatv,    l!'. 
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CHAP,     courtship  with  Stella  and  Vanessa,  prepared  to  break  the 
hearts  of  both.  *     Alluding  to  the   Ex-Chanccllor  Cowpcr, 


A.  n.  1710.  Swift  wrote  in  the  22d  No.  of  the  Examiner,  published  soon 
after  the  change  of  ministry  :  "  This  gentleman  knowing  that 
marriage  fees  were  a  considerable  perquisite  to  the  clergy, 
found  out  a  way  of  improving  them  cent,  per  cent,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  church  !  His  invention  was  to  marry  a  second  wife 
while  the  first  was  alive,  convincing  her  of  the  lawfulness  by 
such  arguments  as  he  did  not  doubt  would  make  others  follow 
the  same  example.  These  he  had  drawn  up  in  writing  with  in- 
tention to  publish  for  the  general  good,  and  it  is  hoped  he  may 
now  have  leisure  to  finish  them."  This  was  followed  up  in  a  few 
days  with  the  celebrated  comparison  between  the  new  and  the 
old  officials  —  containing  in  the  character  of  Lord  Keeper 
Harcourt  the  following  calumnious  sarcasms  on  his  predeces- 
sor :  "  It  must  be  granted  that  he  is  wholly  ignorant  of  the 
speculative  as  well  as  practical  part  of  polygamy ;  he  knows 
not  how  to  metamorphose  a  sober  man  into  a  lunatic  ;  he  is  no 
freethinker  in  religion,  nor  has  courage  to  be  patron  of  an  athe- 
istical work  while  he  is  guardian  of  the  King's  conscience."  f 
The  first  charge  to  which  I  have  Ijefore  referred,  was  sup- 
ported by  the  appellation  of  "  AVill  Bigamy,"  now  applied  to 
the  object  of  it ;  the  second,  by  an  assertion  that  Lord 
Wcnman,  against  whom  a  commission  of  lunacy  had  lately 
very  properly  issued,  was  in  full  possession  of  his  senses  ;  and 
the  third,  by  the  fact  that  Tindal  had  dedicated  to  tlie  late 
Chancellor  a  ])ious  work,  which  was  not  altogether  orthodox. 
]>ut  while  Lord  Cowper,  through  the  medium  of  the  press, 
ablv  defended  the  policy  of  his  party,  he  passed  over  these 
personalities  with  contempt. 
r.-iiuu'-  About  this  time  appeared  St.  John's  celebrated  "Letter  to 

t';"k Vii'thc  ^'^c   Examiner,"   Avhich   established    his   f\mie   as   a    political 
DucIkss        writer,  and  liad  as  i>;rcat  an  eifect  as  any  of  the  inibllcations 

,,(•  Marl  ■  ......  .  .  . 

i)omii^h  ill    of  Swift  in  bringing  about  a  change  in  the  ])ublic  mind  un- 
iia'"Kx-      f'av()uni]>le  to  the  Whigs.      The  unscru])ulous  author,  after 

aininur.  "  " 

*  111  iiiTus'mcc  the  .Journal  to  Stella,  it  is  curimis  to  obsorvo  that,  in  the  miiuitc 
.111(1  circiuiistantial  accounts  lie  j^ivcs  of  all  liis  other  visits,  he  sfiuliously  and 
systeinatically  sujipiesses  his  visits  to  ^Iis.  X'anhoinrigh,  ftiui  his  ac(iuaintanee 
with  her  (laujxhter. 

f     lv\;nnnier,  No.  'J»). 
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ably  pointing  out  the  evils  arising  from  the  unnecessary  con-     CHAP, 
tinuance  of  the  war  by  the  late  ministers  for  their  own  ad- 


vantage, indulged  in  a  most  furious  personal  assault  on  the  ^  „  j^jq^ 
Duchess  of  Marlborough.  He  describes  the  Queen  indis- 
creetly raising  one  of  her  servants  to  be  mistress  over  her- 
self, and,  in  this  single  instance,  as  grieving  her  subjects. 
"  Instead  of  the  mild  influence,"  says  he,  "  of  a  gracious 
Queen  governing  by  law,  we  soon  felt  the  miserable  conse- 
quences of  subjection  to  the  will  of  an  arbitrary  junto,  and 
to  the  caprice  of  an  insolent  woman.  Unhappy  nation ! 
which,  expecting  to  be  governed  by  the  best,  fell  under  the 
tyranny  of  the  worst,  of  her  sex.  But  now,  thanks  be  to 
God  !  that  Fury  who  broke  loose  to  execute  the  vengeance 
of  Heaven  on  a  sinful  people  is  restrained,  and  the  royal 
hand  is  reached  out  to  chain  up  the  plague."  Lord  Cowper,  Her  dc- 
although  he  had  resisted  the  "  Dictatorship,"  thought  that  he  Lord  L\,\v- 
was  bound  to  come  forward  in  defence  of  his  patroness,  and,  p^y '"  t''^^ 
while  Addison  and  Steele  attempted  to  answer  the  arguments 
respecting  the  policy  of  the  war,  he,  in  the  form  of  a  letter 
to  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  took  up  the  cause  of  the  insulted 
Sarah.  The  recent  change  having  l)ec'n  brought  about 
through  the  waiting-maid,  Mrs.  Masliam,  he  turns  with 
justice  upon  St.  John  the  accusation  of  governing  the  Queen 
by  female  intrigue :  "  Nothing  is  more  probable  than  that 
some  female  attendant  of  the  Queen  might  be  instigated 
to  undermine  and  sup])lant  a  lady  on  whom  the  long  favour 
of  her  royal  mistress  and  the  merits  of  her  Lord's  services, 
with  her  own  undisguised  zeal  for  the  British  liberty,  had 
drawn  the  envy  and  hatred  of  the  adverse  party  ;  and  that 
this  lady  having  the  judgment  to  discern  tlic  ])ersons  and 
principles  that  ])ronij)ted  such  inferior  attendant,  and  tlie 
S])irit  and  honesty  to  do  her  duty,  by  remonsti-atiiig  (witli  all 
modesty,  yet  with  all  plainness,)  against  such  slavish  iIl^^inu- 
ations  of  the  power  of  princes  as  tend,  in  their  natural  con- 
seipience,  to  the  impairing  her  jSIajesty's  true  title  and 
interest,  might  easily  acquire  from  the  party,  so  ()j)p()sed  in 
their  agent,  the  civil  appellations  T)f  '  hisolnif  u-oinan,''  '  f/ic 
irorst  of  hrr  se.v,''  '  a  furi/,''  and  '  (i  pliKjur."  Nothing  is 
more  connnon  in  courts  than   calunuiv  :   and  'tis  no  wonder 
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CHAP,     those   persons   should    pursue   that   lady    with   the   utmost 
'      malice,  who  could  have  the  disingenuity  to  suggest  to  her 


A.  K.  1711.  Majesty  that  the  wits  of  the  Kit-Cat  have  taken  pains  to 
lessen  her  character  in  the  world.  In  a  word,  what  is  It 
indeed  that  party  can  be  supposed  incapable  of  attempting 
privately  by  their  principals  and  agents,  who  in  their  public 
addresses  to  her  Majesty  offer  her  the  powers  and  authority 
of  an  eastern  sultan  rather  than  of  a  British  queen  ;  and 
brand  with  the  names  of  atheists  and  republicans  all  those 
who  assert  the  principles  which  put  the  Crown  upon  her 
Majesty's  head;  and  which  if  they  had  not  been  asserted  by  the 
Revolution,  her  Majesty  must  at  this  day  have  been  a  private 
subject,  notwithstanding  that  hereditary  title  which  they 
make  the  ground  and  reason  of  their  proffered  unlimited 
obedience  ?  "  * 

Lord  Cowper  likewise  bestirred  himself  very  actively  to 
defeat  the  ungrateful  and  factious  efforts  soon  after  made 
in  parliament  to  ruin  the  reputation  of  the  "Dictator" 
himself.  Thus  lie  wrote  to  a  leading  member  of  the  House 
of  Commons  respecting  the  intrigues  then  going  forward  for 
that  purpose : 


Private 


borou";]i. 


Wcnsd.  19.   Dec.  1711. 

i>etter  of  «  J  writc  this  at  y**  request  of  the  D.  of  Marlborough, 

Lord   Cow-  .  I'/xii'-i  \tT->  *" 

iKr  to  a        who  IS  apprehcusiv  (1  beieiv  with  reason)  y^  y°  lieport  ex- 
nieirii)Lr  of    pc^tcd  to-morrow  may  mention  such  facts  as  may  amount  to 

the  House      ^         r,         •  •   1  •  o 

of  Com-       a  reflection,  without  stating  other  equally  true  &  appearing 
nions  in  fa-  ^^^     c  Q^^^^rH  ^y'^''  would  ex])lain  &  clcar  y°  former  ;  for  this 

VDur  ot  •'  ■»■  .  . 

.■\iari-  reason  lie  is  desirous  y*  you  would  meet  some  of  y''  friends 

of  the  h.  of  Com:  at  S''  li.  Onsloes  this  night,  in  order  to  be 

*  Somers's  Tracts  by  Scott,  xiii.  71.  15.  Suppleinent  to  Swift's  Works, 
i.  i:!.  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  his  edition  of  Somers's  tracts  containing  these  two 
letters,  says  in  reference  to  them; — "  This  and  the  preceding  tract  exhibit  the 
singnlar  picture  of  two  statesmen,  each  at  the  head  of  their  resjiective  ])arties, 
condescending  to  become  correspondents  of  the  conductors  of  the  j)eri<)dical 
writings  on  jiolitics, — a  sure  proof  of  the  extensive  influence  which  these 
•  writings  must  liave  accjuired  over  the  mind  of  the  jjublic."  \'ol.  xiii.  p.  I'u 
Lord  Cowjier's  gallantry  on  this  occasion  called  forth  from  Steele,  in  the  dedi- 
c.ilion  to  liini  of  the  third  voliune  of  the  Tatler,  the  following  comjiliment  : 
"  lM)rgive  nie,  my  Lord,  wiien  I  cannot  conceal  from  you  that  I  shall  never 
hereafter  l)ehoid  you,  but  I  shall  behold  yt)U  as  lately  defending  the  brave  and 
thf  uril'oitunate.' 
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apprised  of  such  things  as  may  justly  be  taken  notice  of  in  chap 
his  behalf,  if  a  fit  occasion  should  be  given  for  it :  I  am 
very  desirous  to  express  myself  more  fully  to  you  by  waiting  ^  ^  j^jj 
on  you  at  any  time  before  that  meeting  if  I  should  not  be 
troublesom  to  you,  &  you  would  mention  time  &  place : 
but  least  that  should  not  be  convenient  to  you,  I  beg  leave  to 
add  only  this ;  that  what  assistance  can  be  given  him  in  this 
case  consistent  with  Truth  and  Justice,  is  not  only  extremely 
due  to  him  in  respect  of  his  great  Merit  and  Services ;  but 
will  be  of  great  use  to  the  publick  in  supporting  his  Cha- 
racter so  necessary  to  his  success  &  weight  abroad,  if  the  war 
should  continue,  and  for  my  own  part,  if  it  was  in  my  power, 
I  Avould  espouse  his  case  with  all  tlie  zeall  I  justly  could,  as 
contributing  in  so  doing  not  only  to  the  publick  gratitude  but 
security  for  the  future.  I  beg  pardon  for  this  liberty,  assur- 
ing you  I  will  alwaies  be  willing  at  your  comand  to  serve  in 
any  thing  I  can  doe  the  least  good  in  ;  &  shall  be  pleased 
to  be  so  employed.     I  am  with  perfect  respect, 

"  Sir, 
'■  Your  most  faithfull 

"  humble  Servant, 

"  CoWPEK."  * 

The  new  government  was  all-powerful  in  the  Commons,   strength 
l)ut   the   AViii<T|;  Peers,  with  very  few  excci)tions,  resisted   all  "f.Jl"^  . 
solicitation   to  gain  tliem   over,  and  were   rather  more  nu-  the  House 
merous  than  their  opponents,  altbougli  parties  were  for  some  "     "'^^' 
time  so  equally  balanced   in   the    Upper   House,   tliat  it  was 
often  doubtful  on  a  division  which  svould  have  the   majority. 
They  were  animated  by  the  hoj)e  which  comes  in  the  jjlaee  of 
})o\ver  antl  salary,  that  the   "administration  coiild  not  last."  f 
The  Inflrniitic'S  of  Lord   Sonicrs  increasing   upon   him,  Lord 
Co\vi)er  was  regarded  as  the  actual  leader  of  the   opposition, 
AVaitlng  on  the  Queen  soon  after  the  meeting  oi'  Parliament, 
she  said,  "she  hoped  he  would  still  serve  her  in  the  House  of 
Lords"     lie  answered  "that  he  would  be  sure  to  do  just  as 
he  woidd  liave  done  if  he  had  continued   in    the  great   place 

•    I'rom  the  MS.S.  of  the  Earl  of  I.ovehicc.  f    Diary,  51. 
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Creation  of 
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she  had  honoured  him  with."  As  the  policy  of  her  new 
ministers,  both  foreign  and  internal,  was  directly  at  variance 
with  that  of  their  predecessors,  he  cannot  be  accused  of  a 
breach  of  good  faith  for  the  active  opposition  he  offered  to 
them  during  the  remainder  of  her  reign. 

The  first  time  we  have  any  notice  of  his  efforts  in  his  new 
capacity  of  an  opposition  orator,  is  in  the  debates  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  war  in  Spain.  He  appears  repeatedly  to  have 
addressed  the  House  respecting  the  disputes  between  Lords 
Galway  and  Tyrawley,  and  the  Earl  of  Peterborough,  who 
had  commanded  with  such  various  success  in  that  country, 
and  to  have  entered  at  considerable  length  into  military  de- 
tails, as  well  as  questions  of  general  expediency  connected 
with  the  peninsular  campaigns;  but  the  fragments  of  his 
speeches  which  we  find  scattered  about  cannot  be  put  toge- 
ther so  as  to  give  us  any  notion  of  his  reasoning  or  of  his 
eloquence.* 

When  the  negotiations  for  peace  were  going  forward.  Lord 
Cowper  waited  upon  the  Queen  as  a  Peer  and  Privy  Coun- 
cillor, ostensibly  to  warn  her  against  improper  concessions  to 
France,  but  (as  would  seem)  really  to  try  to  deter  her  from  the 
scheme  known  to  be  in  contemplation  of  turning  the  balance 
in  the  Upper  House  in  favour  of  the  Tories,  by  a  large 
creation  of  Peers.  We  are  not  informed  how  he  tried  to 
impress  her  with  the  unconstitutional  nature  of  such  a 
proceeding,  but  wo  find  the  following  entry  in  the  Diary, 
showing  that  even  tlie  Good  Queen  Anne  considered  that 
Speech  was  given  to  enable  us  to  conceal  our  intentions  : 
"In  speaking  on  this  subject,  she  was  pleased  to  say  to  me 
tluit  tlie  House  of  Lords  was  already  full  enough.  I'll  war- 
rant you  I  shall  take  cure  not  to  make  them  more  in  haste. "f 
A  few  days  afterwards  twelve  new  Lords  Avere  introduced, 
and  they  were  asked,  "  whether  they  would  vote  by  their 
foreman  ?  "  J 


•   r>  Pari.  Hist.  9.)5.  96.'?.  9GG.  971,  972.  975.  977.  f    Diary,  5S. 

;  G  Pari.  Hist.  10j9.  How  imuli  the  public  mind  was  adected  l)y  the 
creation  of  the  twelve  new  jieers,  may  he  seen  in  some  de^i^ree  by  an  anecdote 
of  tlie  liunous  actress,  Mrs.  IJarry,  wlio  was  dvinir  at   that  time  of  a  fever,  and 
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The  terms  of  the  peace  agreed  to  at  Utrecht  coming  after-     chap. 
wards  to   be   discussed,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough    repre- 


sented "  that  the  measures  pursued  in  England  for  a  year  j^^e  c 
past,  were  directly  contrary  to  Her  Majesty's  engagements  i^ie. 
Avith  the  allies,  sullied  the  triumphs  and  glories  of  her  reign,  the  peace 
and  would  render    the  English  name    odious  to   all   other  ^f  Utrecht, 
nations."     The  Earl  of  Strafford  said,  "  That  some  of  the 
allies  would  not  show  such  backwardness  to  a  peace  as  they 
had  hitherto  done,  but  for  a  member  of  that  illustrious  as- 
sembly [looking  at  the  Duke  of  Marlborough],  who  maintains 
a  correspondence  with  them,  and   endeavours  to    persuade 
them  to  carry  on  the  war, —  feeding  them  with  hopes  that 
tliey   will   be    supported    by   a    strong  party  here."      Lord  Speeches 
Coivper.  —  "My  Lords,   the  noble  Earl  who  last  addressed  Cowper. 
you   did    not  express    himself  with    all   the    purity   of  the 
English  tongue,  but  he  has  been  so  long  abroad  that  he  has 
forgot  as  well  the  constitution  as  the  language  of  his  country. 
According  to  our  laws,  it  can  never  be  suggested  as  a  crime 
in  the  meanest  subject,  much  less    in  any  member  of  this 
august  assembly,  to    hold    correspondence    with    our  allies, 
such  allies  especially  as  Her  jNlajesty  in  her  speech  at  the 
opening  of  this  very  session  declared  to  be  inseparable  from 
her.     But,  my  Lords,  it  would  be  a  hard  matter  to  justify  — 
to  reconcile  with  our  laws  or  Avith  the  laws  of  honour  or 
justice,  the  conduct  of  some  persons  in  clandestinely  treating 
with  the  common  enemy  of  our  allies,  our  Queen,  and  our 
country."* 

There  was  no  part  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  which  gaxc   Apiilirii?. 
such    dissatisfaction,  or    which    was    probably    so    liable    to  foj*„',"",|" 
censure,  as  that  which  delivered  up  the  Catalans,  who  bravely  tiu-  C;ifa- 

laiis. 

in  her  last  delirious   hours  constantly  repeated  a  composition  ot"  her  own    in 
hlank  verse,  coneludin<;  with  the  line:  — 

"  Ha,  ha  !  and  so  they  make  us  Lords  hy  dozens  I" 
—  Lifv  nf  Clhher,  p.  134. 

'  ()'  I'arl.  Hist.  1110'.  This  is  a  very  lively  sallv,  and  nii<:^ht  sencn  Marl- 
l)()rout;li  from  censure  for  eahallin;^  with  the  Dutch  to  defeat  the  ne;^i>tiatiou 
whieii  the  ]',nglisli  u^overnnient  had  heen  carrying  on  for  a  <;eneral  |)eaee.  Hut 
the  Kx-chanceilor's  reasoning  is  certainly  fallacious  :  a  private  suhject  cannot 
treat  with  a  friendly  foreign  jiower,  as  was  universally  admitted  wiien  Mr.  Vox 
was  supposed  to  have  sent  Sir  llol)ert  Adair  tn  tiie  I".m|)ress  Catherine  ;  and 
the  government  may  treat  with  a  puhlic  enemy  in  any  way  that  may  he  deemed 
most  advisahle. 
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CHAP,     stood  by  us,   to  the  vengeance   of  Philip.      Lord  Cowper 
dexterously  hit  this  blot,  and  moved  an  address  to  Her  Ma- 


jesty "  that  she  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  continue  her 
interposition  in  the  most  pressing  manner  that  the  Catalans 
may  have  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  just  and  ancient  pri- 
vileges."    The  feeling  of  the  House,  as  well  as  of  the  public, 
on  this  subject  was  so  strong,  that  Ministers  were  obliged  to 
agree  to  the  motion  without  a  division.* 
Debate  on         When  the  grand  debate  arose  on  the  ministerial  motion 
Utrecht"    ^<*''  ^^  addrcss  to  Her  Majesty  "  to  acknowledge  her  goodness 
to  her  people,  in  delivering  them  by  a  safe,  honourable,  and 
advantageous  peace  with  France  and  Spain,  from  the  burden 
of  a  consuming  land-war  unequally  carried  on,  and  become  at 
last  impracticable ;    and  to  entreat  Her  Majesty  to  pursue 
such  measures  as  she  should  judge  necessary  for  completing 
the    settlement  of  Europe,"  Lord  Cowper  is   said   to   have 
spoken  as  follows, — alluding  particularly  to  an  attempt  of 
Lord  Clarendon,   the    mover,   to    induce    the    opposition   to 
propose  a  vote  of  censure  :  — "  My  Lords,  this  is  the  most 
barefaced  attempt  that  ever  was  made  by  the  present  or  any 
other  Ministry  to  secure  themselves  by  endeavouring  to  get 
the  sanction  of  this   House   for  their  blunders.      Are   the 
ISIinisters  themselves  conscious  that  they  must  be  condemned 
by   the  public,   or    why   this    endeavour    at    an    address    to 
identify  us  with    their   imbecility  ?      The   Lord  that   spoke 
first,  acting  like  a  soldier,  would,  by  skirmishing,  have  drawn 
on  a  general  engagement;   but  the  troops  are  too  well  dis- 
ciplined to  fall  into  an  ambuscade  of  his  laying.     I  cannot 
remove  my  finger  from  the  original  of  our  misfortunes  '  the 
(•essation  of  arms.'     We  were  then  told,  that  if  a  blow  had 
been  struck  it  would  have  ruined  the  jieace.     Would  to  (iod 
it  had  done  so  I" —  This  was  the  language  of  faction,  and  was 
so   considered,   for  the    address  was   carried    by  a  majority 
of  82    to   69.       The   ICx-chanccllor  had   forgotten   his    own 
l»acific  policy  when  he  was  in  office,  ])ut  he  tried  to  defend 
his  consistency  ]jy  saying,  that  the  terms  were  worse  and  the 
situation  of  the  allies  better  than  at  ( Jertruydenberg,  and  he 

*  C,  I'ail.  Hist.  1:3:;'J. 
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treated  with  just  contempt  the  unportance  attached  to  the     CHAP. 
renunciation  by  Philip  of  the  throne  of  France,  when —  if 


there  had  been  any  virtue  in  renunciations,  the  War  of  the 
Succession  would  never  have  commenced.     In  a  private  con-  Private 
versation  he  had   upon  the  subject    about    this  time   with  tion  on  this 
Harley,  now  become  Earl  of  Oxford,  he  said,  "  I  believe  if  subject  be- 

tween  Cow- 


we  had  made  one  campaign  more  in  conjunction  with  our  per  and 
allies,  we  must  have  had  a  much  better  peace." —  Oxford,  q'^^^^j 
"  If  we  were  at  the  gates  of  Paris  we  could  not  have  had  a 
better  peace  than  what  we  are  now  to  have." —  Cowper, 
"  We  might  then  have  had  Strasburg  for  the  Empire,  and  a 
better  barrier  for  the  Dutch,  and  in  all  other  respects  a 
better  peace." — Oxford.  "  The  Emperor  would  not  accept 
a  present  of  Strasburg,  and  as  for  a  barrier  it  signifies 
nothing,  and  is  all  a  mere  jest."  The  Diary  says,  —  "the 
Lord  Treasurer's  discourse  was  either  obscure  and  broken 
hints,  or  imposing  and  absurd  to  the  highest  degree," — but  I 
must  own  I  think  he  has  the  best  of  the  argument.*  The 
peace  of  Utrecht  might  have  been  more  skilfully  negotiated, 
but  it  was  upon  the  whole  a  good  conclusion  of  a  war,  the 
legitimate  object  of  which  had  been  gained,  and  its  justi- 
fication is  the  profound  tranquillity  which  Europe  long 
subsequently  enjoyed. 

Lord  Cowper  some  time  afterwards  stood  forth  to  much  The 
greater  advantage  as  the  defender  of  religious  liberty.     The  i5fn>''i"tro. 
profligate   Bolingbrokc,   not   only   a   confirmed    infidel,    but  <iucod  by 
zealously  resolved  by  his  writings   actually   to  subvert   the  i/r",^"!'' 
Christian  religion,  was  noAV  ostensibly  the  champion  of  the 
High  Church  party,  and  having  fraudulently  repealed  the  act 
against   lay  patronage  in    Scotland,   he   introduced  into   the 
House  of  Lords  the  celebrated  "  Schism  Act  "  for  England, — 
the  object  of  which  was  utterly  to  crush  the  Dissenters.  Among 
other  things  of  a   similar   character,   it   enacted,    "  that  no 
])cr.-^on   in    (ircat  Uritaiu   shall  keep  any    })ul)lic  or  private 
school,  or  act  as  a  tutor,  who  has  not  first  subscribed  the 
declaration   of  conformity   to   the   Church  ot"  England,   and 
obtained  a  licence  from  the  dioccf^an,  on  pain  of  l)uing  com- 

*    Diary,  ."G. 

vor..  i\.  z 
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CHAP,  mitted  to  prison  without  bail ;  and  that  no  such  licence  shall 
be  granted  before  the  party  produces  a  certificate  of  his 
having  received  the  sacrament  according  to  the  communion 
of  the  Church  of  England  within  a  year  last  past."  We  have 
no  farther  account  of  his  speech  than  that  he  said,  "  It  was  a 
bill  of  the  last  importance,  since  it  concerned  the  security  of 
the  Church  of  England,  the  best  and  firmest  support  of  the 
monarchy ;  both  which  all  good  men,  and  in  particular  that 
august  assembly,  who  derive  their  lustre  from  and  are  nearest 
to  the  throne,  ought  to  have  most  at  heart." 
Opposed  Lord  Cowper  answered  him,  but  we  are  only  told  that,  after 

CowpJr.  professing  a  sincere  regard  for  the  Church,  he  declared  that, 
in  his  opinion,  this  bill  would  be  equally  pernicious  to  Church 
and  State,  and  that  upon  those  two  heads  he  spoke  near  half 
an  hour  —  saying,  "  Instead  of  preventing  schism,  and  enlarg- 
ing the  pale  of  the  Church,  this  bill  tends  to  introduce 
ignorance,  and  its  inseparable  attendants,  superstition  and 
irreligion  ;  that  in  many  country  towns  schools  for  reading, 
writing,  and  grammar,  were  chiefly  supported  by  the  Dis- 
senters, not  only  for  the  instruction  of  their  own  children, 
but  likewise  for  the  children  of  poor  churchmen ;  so  that  the 
suppression  of  those  schools  would,  in  some  places,  suppress 
the  reading  of  the  holy  Scriptures."  He  likewise  strongly 
objected  to  the  summary  and  final  jurisdiction  given  by  the 
bill  on  matters  of  such  importance  and  delicacy  to  "  Justices 
of  the  Peace — men  sometimes  illiterate,  and  frequently  bigoted 
and  prejudiced.''  The  other  AVhig  Lords  made  a  resolute 
stand,  Ijut  they  were  all  surpassed  by  the  Earl  of  Xottinghum, 
Avho  had  some  revenge  upon  Swift  by  savagely  saying,  "  My 
Lords,  I  own  I  tremble  Avlicn  I  think  that  a  certain  divine, 
who  is  hardly  suspected  of  being  a  Christian,  is  in  a  fair  way 
of  being  a  Bishop,  and  may  one  day,  under  this  act,  give 
licences  to  those  Avho  shall  be  intrusted  with  the  education  <>{' 
youth."*  Nevertheless,  with  the  assistance  of  the  newly 
created  Peers,  the  hill  was  carried,  having  received  the  pre- 
posterous amendment,  "  that  it  should  not  apply  to  any  tutor 
employed  in  the  family  of  a  nc^bleman."     Lord  Cowper  signed 

*    He  had  heiii  the  ()l)ject  of  sonic  of  Swift's  (iercest  attacks.      .See   csj)ccially 
'•  Orator  Dismal  of  Nottinghainsliirc."     Swift's  A\orks,  x.  tiTJ. 
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a  strong  protest  against  it,  containing  this,  among  other  un-  CHAP. 
answerable  arguments,  "Because  the  Scots,  whose  national  cxv. 
church  is  Presbyterian,  will  not  so  heartily  and  zealously  join 
with  us  in  our  defence  when  they  see  those  of  the  same  nation, 
same  blood,  and  same  religion,  so  hardly  treated  by  us."  The 
bill  passed  the  House  of  Commons  by  an  immense  majority  *, 
and  disgraced  the  statute  book  till  the  following  reign.  It 
was  the  last  attempt  in  our  parliamentary  history  to  abridge 
the  rights  of  Protestant  dissenters,  although  disgraceful  ad- 
ditions were  yet  made  to  the  penal  code  against  the  Roman 
Catholics. 

Although  Lord  Cowper  eagerly  stood  up  for  the  rights  of  Lord  Cow- 
all  white  Pi'otestants,  he  not  only  joined  with  Lord  Somcrs  enttona-'^' 
In  Inflicting  new  penalties  on  the  Roman  Catholics,  but  he  turai  rights 
was  not   In  advance  of  his  age  with  respect  to   men  with  catholics 
a  black  skin.     These,  Avithout  regard  to  their  religion,  were,  '^"'^  ^'^" 

...  .  .  groes. 

he  imagined,  not  to  be  distinguished  from  cattle  or  inanimate 
merchandise.  I  find  him  taking  part  In  the  discussions 
which  went  forward  at  this  time  about  the  "  Assiento 
Contract,"  by  which  England  eagerly  bargained  for  the 
monopoly  of  carrying  on  the  African  slave  trade  In  her 
own  ships  to  supply  the  Spanish  colonies  with  negroes  —  not 
hinting  a  suspicion  that  the  traffic  could  be  at  all  discre- 
ditable—  but  deliberately  considering  in  what  proportions  the 
profits  of  It  should  be  divided  between  the  Queen,  the  South 
Sea  Company,  and  jjrivate  adventurcrs.f  The  last  speech 
made  by  Lord  Cowper,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  was 
in  support  of  an  address  "  to  thank  her  Majesty  for  giving 
to  the  South  Sea  Company  the  quarter  part  of  the  Assiento 
contract,  whicli  slie  was  pleased  at  first  to  reserve  to  herself; 
and  that  she  would  be  pleased  that  such  other  advantages  as 
were  vested  in  her  by  the  said  contract,  might  l)c  disposed 
of  for  the  use  of  the  public."  The  address  was  carried,  and  jniy  «. 
vvas  considered  rather  a  triumph  to  the  AVhigs.  The  Queen,  '"'"'• 
in  her  answer,  said,  "  she  would  dispose  of  tlicsc  advantages 
as  she  should  judge  best  for  the  service;  "  —  which  is  said  to 

*  '_';>7  to  I'Jr;.      Soe  G  Pari.   Hist.   ]:!,:;  1—1 , 558.      Stat.   I'J  Anne,  sect.  '2.  c.  7. 
Hopoaled  1718. 
t   (.'    Pari,  Hist.  l.lfJL'. 
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CHAP. 
CXV. 


Lord  Cow- 
per's  letter 
to  Chief 
Justice 
Parker, 
apologising 
for  not 
coming  to 
the  assizes 
at  Hert- 
ford. 


have  been  **  very  ill  relished  by  the  Whig  Lords."  *  On  the 
morrow  parliament  was  prorogued  to  the  10th  of  August,  and 
before  that  day  arrived,  the  Queen  was  gathered  to  her  fathers. 
I  find  very  little  of  Lord  Cowper  unconnected  with  politics 
during  the  four  years  he  was  in  opposition,  —  between  his 
first  and  second  Chanccllorships.  Except  when  Parliament 
was  sitting,  he  resided  at  his  house  in  Hertfordshire,  and 
avoided  all  public  meetings  as  much  as  possible.  The  follow- 
ing letter  he  wrote  to  Lord  Chief  Justice  Parker,  to  excuse 
himself  for  not  Avaiting  upon  him  at  the  Hertford  Assizes : 

"  Aug.  II.  1712. 

"  My  Lord, 
"  Although  during  my  being  in  place  and  since,  I  have 
looked  on  myself  as  escaped  fro  the  ceremony  and  business 
of  y*'  publick  meetings  of  y°  county  :  yet  I  had  y*'  greatest 
inclination  to  have  waited  on  your  Lordshp,  as  well  for  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  so  good  a  friend,  as  to  congratulate  you  on 
y®  impartiality,  courage,  and  great  wisdom  w*''  w^^  your 
Lordshp  is  allowed  by  persons  of  all  kinds  to  have  conducted 
yourself  in  a  late  party  business  that  came  before  you,  in  w*^*^ 
ye  world  Avill  have  me  a  little  concerned.  As  this  considera- 
tion, among  many  others,  was  on  one  hand  a  strong  motive 
for  me  to  have  waited  on  y^'  Lordship,  so  on  y''  other,  con- 
sidering I  had  never  done  it  to  any  other  Judge  at  an  assize, 
I  doubted  Avhethcr  the  boundless  malice  of  those  who  watch 
our  actions  might  not  raise  some  reflections  on  it,  how 
groundless  soever  they  would  be ;  and  therefore,  though  I 
observe  y^  scandal  office  of  y°  party  is  plainly  afraid  of  your 
Lords}),  yet  I  chose  this  way  of  paying  my  duty,  as  impossi- 
ble to  be  perverted  :  and  if  I  have  over  thought  upon  this 
subject,  I  hope  you  will  ascribe  it  to  my  retirement  and  soli- 
tude, w*^'^  arc  apt  to  produce  that  excess.  I  am,  with  perfect 
truth  and  sincerity,  "  My  I^ord, 

"  Your  much  oblidgcd, 

"  and  most  faithfull  humble 
"  Servant, 

"  Cowri:u." 


♦   0'  Pari.   Ilist     XlG'A. 
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Having  received  from  Newton  the  present  of  a  copy  of    chap. 
one  of  his  immortal   scientific  works,    he    returned   thanks      c^" 
in  the  following  letter,  in  which  he  gracefully  refers  to  his 
patron  and  predecessor  Lord  Somers,  who  had  made  Sir  Isaac 
Master  of  the  Mint : 

«  Colegreen,  29  Au.  1713. 

"  I  chose  not   to    acknowledge    &    thank  you  for  y''  re-  ^etterfrom 

"  .  Lord  Cow- 

ceipt  of  a  very  valuable  present,  your  book,  till  I  had  read  per  to  Sir 
it.  It  became  me,  I  am  sensible,  to  have  made  you  my  ^^^'^  ^^'^' 
compliments  upon  it  in  y®  same  language,  but  my  disuse 
of  writing  in  Latin,  considered  w**^  the  perfection  in  w*^^ 
you  do  it,  (I  will  venture  to  say  preferably  to  y''  learned 
Italian,  your  correspondent,)  quite  discouraged  me.  I  find 
you  have  taken  occasion  to  do  justice  abroad  to  the  cha- 
racter of  that  truly  great  man,  my  Lord  Somers ;  but  give 
me  leave  to  say,  y*^  other  parts  of  y*^  book  (in  which  he 
seems  at  first  sight  not  to  be  concerned),  are  a  lasting  instance, 
among  inumorable  others,  of  his  clear  judgment  in  re- 
comendlng  y®  fittest  person  In  y''  whole  kingdo  to  that  em- 
ployment, which  gave  a  rise  to  so  learned  a  correspondence. 
I  am,  with  all  sincerity, 

"  Y'"  most  oblitlgcd  & 
"  humble  ServS 

"  CoWPER." 

Durlnfj;  the  violent  stru2:oi:le  which  took  place,  In  the  last  Conduct  of 
days  of  Queen  Anne,  1)ctwecu  Oxford  and  Bollngbrokc,  the  '",.  .^^  /i'^' 
former  threw  out  overtures  for  a  coalition  with  Lord  Cow-  tio'^e  of  thu 

n-vi  IIP  1  •         1  1  •       ri-'igti  of 

per.      llicy  hacl  sat  tor  two  or  three  years  in  tlie  same  cabi-   (^ueeu 
net,  and,  wlien  politically  opposed,  a  private  Intlniaey  had  to   -^'>'"^- 
a  certain  degree  been  kept  up  between  them,  In.-^onuich  that 
the  Ex-chancellor  had  acted  as  arbitrator  in  a  disi)utc  l)ct\vcen 
the  llarley  family  and  the  Pclhams  *;   and  the  ^Vl^i^•^  might 

'    The  followini;  is  the   coniincncL'imiit  (>f  liis  Utter  to  Lord   relliain   on  tliat 
oecasioii  :  — 

'•  .My  I/, 
"  I  ;rn  very  se^^il)k■  of  the  j^iXMt  honour   done  nie  in   y{nir   l.ord>.|)s   naniint;, 
and   my   I/'  'I'reasnrirs   leadily  ajiprovint;   me  as  a  lit  jierson    to   make  a  silieme 
for  an  amicable   acomodalioii  of  the  matters  in  diller'^nce  between  y^  I-ordsp  and 

/.  :> 
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CHAP,    now  have  been  inclined  to  give  him  some  support,  being  con- 
^^^'       vinced  that  he  was  a  friend  to  the  Protestant  succession,  while 
'7~[~^^       Bolingbroke  was  plotting  to  bring  in  the  Pretender.    But  this 
negotiation  was  suddenly  broken  off  by  Oxford  being  de- 
prived of  the  Treasurer's  staff,  and  Bolingbroke  being  em- 
powered to  form  a   new    administration  —  at   the   head   of 
which  he  meant  that  he  himself  should  be  placed,  while  he 
continued  foreign  Secretary. 
Queen's  Instantly  followed  the  news  of  the  Queen's  dangerous  ill- 

last  illness,  jjggg^  —  (jf  ^jiQ  abrupt  intrusion,  into  the  Cabinet  while 
sitting,  of  the  Dukes  of  Argyle  and  Shrewsbury,  —  and  of 
the  delivery  to  the  latter  of  the  Treasurer's  staff  by  the  dying 
hand  of  the  Queen.  On  the  summons  for  all  Privy  Coun- 
cillors to  attend.  Lord  Cowper  repaired  to  Kensington  along 
with  Lord  Somers,  and  joined  in  directing  preparations  to  be 
made  for  the  accession  of  the  new  Sovereign. 

his  family.  I  am  very  zealously  inclined  to  endeavour  to  doc  you  both  this 
service  —  your  Lordsp  for  reasons  I  need  not  mention  to  you,  and  my  Ld.  T'' 
for  the  favours  lie  alwais  shewed  me  wh.en  wee  were  in  y*"  service  tojifther,  and 
especially  at  y"  time  of  the  late  clianges,  w''*',  however  wee  differ  in  Politicks,  I 
ought  to  remember  whenever  I  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  him  any  service 
without  detriment  to  the  publick." 
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CHAPTER  CXVI. 

CONTINUATION   OF   THE   LIFE   OF   LORD   COWPER   TILL   HIS   FINAL 
RETIREMENT    FROM    OFFICE.* 

As  soon  as  the  Queen  had  expired,  on  the  morning  of  Sunday     CHAP. 
the  1st  of  August,  the  Council  assembled,  attended  by  Baron 
Kreyenberg,  the  Hanoverian  resident.      According  to   the  a.d.  i7I4. 
Regency  Act,  seven  great  public  functionaries  f  were  autho-  Accession 
rised,  on  the  demise  of  the  Crown,  to  act  as  Lords  Justices  for 
the  administration  of  the  government,  along  with  such  others 
as  the  Princess  Sophia,  or  her  son  after  her,  should  name  in  a 
scaled  paper,  of  which  one  copy  should  be  deposited  with  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,   another  with    the  Lord   Chan- 
cellor,  and   a  third   with  the  Hanoverian   resident   at  the 
English  Court.     The  three  copies  of  the  nomination  by  the  Lord  Cow- 
Elector  of  Hanover,  executed  on  the  death  of  his  mother,  K^^  ^.  ^^'^^^ 

'  '    Justice. 

were  now  produced,  opened,  read,  and  found  to  correspond, — 
and  thereby  Lord  Cowper  was  one  of  eighteen  added  Lords 
Justices.  There  were  not,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  case 
there  could  not  be,  any  instructions  for  their  conduct,  and, 
subject  to  tlic  statutable  limitation  of  their  authority,  that 
they  should  not  assent  to  a  repeal  of  tlie  Act  of  Uniformity, 
they  were  left  lor  some  time  in  the  uncontrolled  exercise  of 
the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown. 

Tlic  added  Lords  Justices  of  tlie  Whig  party  greatly  out- 
iuunl)ered  the  Tories  and  those  entitled  to  act  by  virtue  of 
oHicc.  In  their  proceedings  tliey  were  chicHy  guided  by 
J.iord  Cowper,  although  he  was  lowest  in  rank  of  the  wliole 

*  Lord  Cowper's  Diary  ceases  at  the  accession  of  Georfio  I.,  the  last  entry 
Iicini;  (hited 'Jlst  Sejit.  171-1,  hut  fortunately  a  charming  Diary  of  the  second 
Lady  Cowper,  hcf^inninf^  at  tliis  time,  is  preserved.  It  remains  in  IMS.,  hut  it 
well  deserves  to  he  ])rii)ted,  for  it  "ives  a  more  lively  ])icture  of  the  Court  of 
I'-n^Iaiid  at  the  commencement  of  the  Brunswick  dynasty  than  I  have  ever  met 
u-itii. 

I  The  Archhlsho]!  of  Canterhury,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  tlie  Lord  President 
of  the  Council,  the  Lord  Trcastu-er,  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  the  Lord  High  Ad- 
miral, and  the  l-ord  Chief  Justice  of  tlic  Kina's  Hi'iicli. 
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CHAP,  number.  Their  first  measure  was  to  appoint  Addison  their 
^^^^'  secretary,  and  to  order  all  despatches  directed  to  the  Secretary 
^  P  j^j^  of  State  to  be  delivered  to  him.  This,  I  am  afraid,  was 
meant  as  an  insult  to  Bolingbroke,  and  he  was  now  obliged 
to  stand  at  the  door  of  the  Council  Chamber  with  his  bag  and 
papers  under  his  arm,  waiting  to  be  called  in  and  to  I'cceive 
orders  from  those  whom  a  few  days  ago  he  had  expected  to 
command.  * 
Removal  of  No  change  took  place  in  the  offices  of  the  government  till 
brokc^  George's  arrival  from  Hanover,  except  the  removal  of  Bo- 
lingbroke, on  the  ground  that  he  had  notoriously  attempted 
to  defeat  the  Protestant  succession.  In  obedience  to  a  royal 
mandate  received  from  Hercnhausen  in  the  end  of  August, 
Shrewsbury,  Somerset,  and  Cowper,  three  of  the  Lords  of 
the  Regency,  abruptly  took  the  Seal  of  Secretary  of  State 
from  him,  and  locked  the  doors  of  his  office.  He  had  been 
professing  his  readiness  devotedly  to  serve  the  new  dynasty, 
and  he  was  not  without  hoboes  of  being  taken  into  favour  on 
account  of  his  influence  with  his  party.  The  fallen  ]Minister 
felt  the  blow  severely,  but  attempted  to  conceal  his  personal 
mortification.  He  pretended  to  be  much  hurt  at  the  manner 
of  his  removal,  which,  notwithstanding  the  usual  good  nature 
and  gentlemanly  demeanour  of  Lord  Cowper,  seems  to  have 
been  marked  by  studied  rudeness;  but  thus  he  wrote  to 
Atterbury,  who  had  been  willing  to  head  a  procession  in  his 
lawn  sleeves  to  proclaim  King  James  HI.,  "  To  be  removed 
was  neither  matter  of  surprise  nor  of  concern  to  mc.  But 
the  manner  of  my  removal  shocked  me  for^ — at  least  two 
minutes.  I  am  not  in  the  least  intimidated  from  any  con- 
sideration of  the  AVliig  malice  and  power ;  but  the  grief  of 
my  soul  is  this  —  I  sec  plainly  that  the  Tory  party  is  gone." 
The  King  did  n(jt  reach  England  till  the  18th  of  Sep- 
tember.    In  the  mean  time,  notwitlistandinn:  the  dismissal  of 


•  There  was  unfortunately  a  striking  contrast  between  the  t.vo  functionaries 
in  point  of  aptness  as  well  as  honesty.  Mr.  Secretary  Addison  l)eing  desired 
to  write  an  official  notice  of  tlie  Queen's  deatli,  lie  was  so  distracted  with  tlie 
clioice  of  words,  and  so  o%erwlielMu-d  witli  tlie  iniinirtancc  of  the  crisis,  that  at 
lenu'th  the  Lords  Justices  losing  all  patience  at  his  liunslinus  summoned  a  com- 
mon clerk,  who,  superseding  tlie  author  of  Cato.  readily  'did  what  was  re(iuired  in 
the  usual  form  of  business. 
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one  leader  who  had  made  himself  so  obnoxious,  it  was  matter     chap. 
of  conjecture  "  which  political  party  he  would  favour,"  and 
many  supposed  that  he  would  try  to  form  a  balanced  cabinet  ^  ^  jyj4 
from  both.     But  as  soon  as  he  had  landed  at  Greenwich,  his 
demeanour  showed  that,  either  from  gratitude  for  past  ser- 
vices, or  from  the  conviction  that  he  could  only  have  a  strong 
government  by  exclusively  employing  those  who  had  always 
appeared  well  affected  to  his  family,  it  was  evident  that  a 
complete  ascendency  was  to  be  given  to  the  Whigs.     The   The  King 
King  would  take  no  notice  of  the  Tory  Lord  Chancellor,  [['^^  ^v^fi„^'^ 
who  was  strongly  suspected  of  being  a  Jacobite,  but  he  was 
exceedingly  civil  to  Lord  Cowper  and  Lord  Somers. 

Two  days  after.  Lord  Townshend,  who  had  been  appointed 
Secretary  of  State,  fortified  by  a  royal  warrant,  demanded 
somewhat  abruptly  the  Great  Seal  from  Lord  Ilarcourt,  and 
Lord  Cowper   was    immediately  summoned  to   receive    it.* 
He  gives  in  his  Diary  the  following  interesting  account  of 
his  interview  on  this  occasion  with  the  new  Sovereign  and 
the  Prince  (afterwards  George  II.):  — "  I  waited  on  K.  ac-   Great  Seal 
cordingly  at  St.  James's  in  the  closet,  where  the  Q.  used  to  \^  Lord 
receive  me.     The  purse  Avas  lying  iu  the  window,  which  the   Cowpur. 
Iv.  gave  me,  speaking  to  me  in  French  very  shortly,  — '  That  l-ord 
he  was  desirous  I  should  be  restored  to  the  cliarq-e  of  the  5"^*''"^'"^ 

o  interview 

custody  of  the  Great  Seal,  he  having  been  well  satisfied  with  "ith 
tlic  character  he  had  heard  of  nic;'  and  I  answered  in 
English,  —  'That  it  Avas  now  just  four  ycai's  since  I  sur- 
rcndeicd  the  same  into  the  hands  of  her  late  jMajesty ;  tliat 
she  was  so  good  as  to  press  me  to  keep  it,  but  that  I  rc- 
i'used,  believino;  that  slie  was  croini:;  into  measures  whicli  would 
raise  France  again  and  ruin  the  conunon  cause,  and  sucli  I 
could  not  bear  any  part  in;  that  I  now  received  it  iigaln 
from  his  ^Srajcsty  with  the  utmost  gratitude,  and  would 
serve  him  faithfully,  and,  as  far  as  my  health  would  allow, 
industriously.'  The  Prince  was  in  the  outward  room,  and 
ui:ule  nie  a  very  handsome  and  an  hearty  couijiliment  both 
in  French  and  English,  and  entered   very  kindly  into  talk 

*  Sojit.  '_'l.  1711.  —  His  Ma'"'  sent  for  the  (i'  Seal  of  (i'  Hiitaiii  from 
Simon  1.'  Ilarcourt,  and  the  same  evenui;:;  dilivenil  it  to  W '"  I.'  Cowper,  with 
till'  title  of  I.''  t'haneelior  of  G'  Hritain.  —  t'r.   ()[}'.  Mi  i. 


George  I. 
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with  me.  Among  other  things,  speaking  of  the  Princess's* 
coming,  — '  I  wished  she  was  here  Avhile  the  weather  was 
good,  lest  she  should  be  in  danger  in  her  passage.  He  said, 
*  Providence  had  hitherto  so  wonderfully  prospered  his  fa- 
mily's succeeding  to  the  Crown  in  every  respect,  that 
he  hoped  it  would  perfect  it,  and  believed  they  should  prosper 
in  every  circumstance  that  remained.'" f 

Next  day  a  council  Avas  held,  and  Lord  Cowper  was  in  due 
form  sworn  in  as  Lord  Chancellor. |  On  the  20th  of  Octo- 
ber he  assisted  at  the  Coronation,  and  was  treated  with  marked 
distinction  by  his  new  master.  §  Three  days  after  began 
Michaelmas  Term,  when,  after  a  most  splendid  procession 
from  the  Middle  Temple,  he  was  installed  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  in  Westminster  Hall.  ||  During  the  four  years  he 
had  been  out  of  office  and  in  active  opposition,  he  had  occa- 
sionally sat  at  the  Council  table  when  judicial  cases  were  to  be 
decided  there;  he  had  regularly  attended  the  hearing  of  appeals 
and  writs  of  error  in  the  House  of  Lords ;  he  had  seen  MS. 


*   Afterwards  Queen  Caroline. 

t   Diary,  57,  58. 

\  London  Gazette. — "  St.  James's,  Se])t.  22.  1714.  His  INIajesty  having 
been  graciously  pleased  to  deliver  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Right 
lion.  William  Lord  Cowper,  his  Lordship  this  day  took  the  oath  of  Chancellor 
of  Great  Britain." 

§  Lady  Cowper  gives  a  very  amusing  account  of  the  feelings  and  de])ortment 
of  the  different  parties  at  this  ceremony  :  c.  g.,  "  One  may  easily  conclude  that 
this  was  not  a  day  of  real  joy  to  the  Jacobites  :  however,  they  were  all  then  look- 
ing as  cheerful  as  they  could,  but  very  peevish  with  every  body  that  spoke  to 
them.  My  Lady  Dorchester  stood  underneath  me,  and  when  the  Archbishop 
went  round  the  throne  demanding  the  consent  of  the  people,  she  turned  about 
to  me  and  said,  '  Does  the  old  Fool  think  that  any  body  here  will  say  no  !  to 
his  question,  when  there  are  so  many  drawn  swords?'  There  was  no  remedy 
but  patience  ;  and  so  every  body  cither  was  pleased,  or  pretended  to  be  so." 

II    2.'5d  Ocf.    1714 "His   Majesty  having   received   the   G'   Seal  of  Great 

Britain  from  the  lit.  IIon'^''=  Simon  L''  Harcourt  upon  the  2P'  Sep',  a.d.  1714, 
and  having  been  iileased  to  deliver  it  the  same  day  at  his  palace  of  St.  James  to 
the  Rt.  Hon'''*^  W'"  L''  Cowper,  with  the  title  of  Lord  Chancellor  of  (Jreat 
15ritain,  which  liis  Lordship  formerly  enjoyed,  his  Lordship,  the  23'"''  of  Ocf. 
following,  came  from  the  Middle  Temple  Ilall  to  the  Chancery  Court  in  West- 
minster Hall,  accom))anied  by  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  Iv'  President,  the  Earl 
of  Wharton,  L''  Privy  Seal,  the  Dukes  of  Bolton,  Argyll,  and  Roxburgh,  the 
Karl  of  Halifax,  1"  L''  Commissioner  of  the  Treasury,  the  L''  Viscount  Towns- 
bend,  Secretary  of  State,  M'  Walpole,  the  Judges,  and  several  other  officers  and 
persons,  and  in  their  jiresence  did  then  and  there  take  the  oaths  appointed  to  bo 
taken  by  tlie  1»'  of  Will,  and  ]Mary,  and  the  oath  of  L''  Chancellor,  the  Ma'  of 
the  Rolls  holding  the  book,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  reading  the  said  oaths." 
—  Roll,  1714  —  1727. 

IK'  WIS  vooii  al'icr  gazetted  as  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Custos  Rotuloruin  of  the 
Count \  (,r  I  Icttt'or'i. 
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notes  of  the  judgments  of  his  successor,  and  he  had  found  tune     chap. 
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to  revive  his  knowledge  of  our  institutional  writers.  He, 
therefore  now  presided  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  with  fresh 
lustre,  and  aspiring  after  something  more  than  the  glory  of 
avoiding  difficulties,  of  not  getting  into  scrapes,  and  of  jog- 
ging on  without  any  very  loud  complaints  being  made  against 
him  in  parliament,  he  secured  to  himself  the  respect  of  his 
own  generation,  and  a  lasting  reputation  with  posterity. 

For  a  considerable  time  he  enjoyed  the  entire  confidence  of  Lord 
the  Sovereign.     He  had  drawn  up  for  his  Majesty's  perusal,  rnemoriai 
to  influence  him  in  favour  of  the  Whigs,  a  very  clever  state-  ""  *''*^  ^^^^^ 

•IT  *  •  •    1     TT-  p   -r»        •        «       T  '^^  parties 

raent,  entitled,  "  An  impartial  Histoiy  oi  i  arties.  1  am  presented 
enabled  to  lay  this  paper  for  the  first  time  before  the  public,  ^°  ^'-'°'  '• 
as  an  Appendix  to  the  present  Memoir,  and  it  must  be  per- 
used with  the  most  lively  interest.  In  spite  of  his  professed 
impartiality,  the  writer  undoubtedly  betrays  a  leaning  to 
his  own  party,  but  he  communicates  a  great  deal  of  valuable 
historical  and  constitutional  information  with  captivating 
clearness.  Having  given  an  account  of  the  principles  and 
proceedings  of  the  Whigs  and  the  Tories,  from  the  origin 
of  the  two  parties,  he  sums  up  with  an  air  of  great  can- 
dour :  "  I  shall  only  add,  that  'tis  not  to  be  doubted  but 
your  Majesty's  known  goodness  and  experienced  wisdom  will 
necessarily  incline  you  to  such  moderate  counsels  as  will 
render  you  King  of  all  your  divided  people.  But  I  humbly 
conceive  it  not  possible  so  to  disti'ibute  your  royal  favour, 
but  that  one  or  other  of  the  parties  will  appear  to  have  a 
superior  degree  of  trust  reposed  in  them ;  and  if  such  a  per- 
fect equality  was  possible  to  be  observed,  perhaps  it  would 
follow  that  an  equal  degree  of  power,  tending  at  the  same 
time  diifercnt  ways,  would  render  the  operations  of  the  go- 
ment  slow  and  heavy,  if  not  altogether  iinpractical^Ic.  It 
remains,  therefore,  in  my  humble  opinion,  for  your  IVIajcsty 
to  determine  which  of  these  shall  have  the  chief  share  in  your 
Majesty's  confidence,  as  most  likely  to  support  your  title  to 
the  crown  with  tlic  greatest  zeal  and  most  untainted  affection 
lo  il.  For  as  to  their  power  to  do  it,  give  me  k'avc  to  :issur(> 
your  Majesty,  on  repeated  cxpeiiciice,   that  tlie  i)arties  are  t^o 
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CHAP,     near  an  equality,  and  the  generality  of  the  world  so  much  In 
love  with  the  advantag-es  a  Kinoj  of  Great  Britain  has  to 
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bestow,  without  the  least  exceeding  the  bounds  of  law,  that 
it  is  wholly  in  your  ]\Iajesty's  power,  by  showing  your  favour 
in  due  time  (before  the  elections)  to  one  or  other  of  them, 
to  give  which  of  them  you  please  a  clear  majority  in  all 
succeeding  parliaments." 

This,  in  its  original  language,  would  have  been  a  sealed 
book  to  George  I. ;  but  a  translation  of  it  into  French,  by 
Lady  Cowper,  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Baron  BernstorfF, 
the  Hanoverian  Minister,  to  be  submitted  to  his  Majesty  at 
an  auspicious  moment,  and  was  supposed  to  have  strongly 
confirmed  the  royal  prepossessions  in  favour  of  the  Whigs, 
and  of  their  leader.  Lord  Cowper.*  Till  the  unhappy  dif- 
ferences arose  in  the  royal  family,  whicli  gradually  under- 
mined his  Influence,  he  was  the  King's  chief  counsellor  In 
the  internal  government  of  the  country. 
Lord  His  first  service  in  the  new  reign  was  to  advise  his  Majesty 

Cowpcr's      respectino-   JudQ;es    to    be    retained,    and    to    be    dismissed. 

appoint-  L  CD  CD 

inent  of        Accoi'dliig  to  the  uudcrstood  state  of  the  law,  which  was  not 

''iromotim.t  wlthout  Its  advantages,  although  George  III.'s  alteration  of 

in  the  law.  it^  at  the  cxpcncc  of  his  successor,  must  be  considered  on  the 

whole  an  Improvement,  they  were  all  removable  on  a  demise 

of  the  crown,  f     Lord  Cowper  presented  a  scheme  for  all  tlic 

*  Lady  Cowper,  in  her  Diary  under  24th  Oct.  1714,  says  slie  presented  it  to 
]]aron  Bernstorft'  when  lie  announced  to  her  that  she  was  to  be  ii/ie  Dame  (lit 
Pu/dis  ;  "  I  f;ave  him,  at  the  same  time,  a  treatise  (which  I  had  transcribed  and 
translated  for  my  Lord)  in  French  and  English,  to  give  the  King."  Altliough 
of  a  Tory  family.  Lady  Cowper,  after  her  marriage,  became  a  very  zealous  Whig, 
and  corresjionded  with  the  Hanoverian  Princess,  afterwards  Queen  Caroline. 
We  may  judge  of  her  activity  while  the  Whigs  were  in  ojiposition  during  the 
four  last  years  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  by  an  anecdote  she  mentions  in  her 
account  of  the  coronation  of  George  I.  She  had  been  shoved  out  of  her  place 
in  tlie  Abbey  by  the  Tory  Lady  Nottingham,  and  forced  to  mount  the  pulpit 
stairs:  "  However,  her  ill-breeding  got  me  the  best  jilace  in  the  Abbey;  for  I 
saw  all  the  ceremony  which  fvw  besides  did.  The  Lords  that  were  over  against 
ine  seeing  me  thus  mounted,  said  to  my  Lord  [Chancellor],  tliat  '  they  hojied  I 
would  preach;'  to  which  my  Lord,  laughing,  answered,  that  he  believed  I  had 
/eal  enough  for  it,  but  that  he  did  not  know  that  1  could  preach  ;  to  which  my 
Lord  N'ottiiigham  answered,  '  No,  my  Lord,  indeed  you  must  jiardon  me,  she 
can,  and  has  preached  for  these  last  four  years  such  doctrines  as.  liad  she  been 
jirosecuted  in  any  court  for  them,  your  Lordship  yourself  could  not  defend.'  " 

t  "  .\  Judge,"  said  Dr.  Jolmson,  "  may  become  froward  from  age.  A 
Judge  may  grow  unfit  for  his  office  in  many  ways.  It  was  desirable  that  tliere 
should  be  a  possibility  of  being  delivered  from  them  by  a  new  King."  — 
I5os.  ii.  '.](','). 
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changes  and  promotions  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  framed 
with  great  discernment,  moderation,  and  fairness,  which  was 
carried  into  effect  very  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  com- 
munity. * 

»  This  is  a  curious  document,  and  to  lawyers  will  be  found  very  in- 
teresting : 

"  Judges. 
King's  Bench. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Parker. 
S''  Littleton  Powis, 
IVI""  Justice  Eyre. 
S""  Thomas  Powis. 
"  This  Court  has  y''  great  influence  on  Corporations.      The  2  Brothers  gene- 
rally act,  in  those  maters,  in  oposition  to  y'=   Ch.   Justice  and   IVP.  J.  Eyres  : 
therfore  it  would  be  of  great  use  if  one  of  tlieir  places  was  supplyd  by  another 
fit  man. 

"  S"^  Littleton,  y'^  elder  Bro:,  is  a  man  of  less  abilitys  and  consequence,  but 
blameless.  S""  Tho.  of  better  abilitys,  but  more  culpable;  having  been  Attorny 
General  to  y"  late  K.  James  to  his  abdication,  and  zealously  instrumental  in 
most  of  y*^  steps  w=''  ruind  that  Prince,  and  brought  those  great  dangers  on  tlie 
kingdom.  Besides  having  fro  that  time  jiractisd  the  Law  w"'  great  profit.  He 
lately,  when  y'"  Hopes  of  y"  Pretender's  party  were  raisd,  laid  down  his  practise 
of  near  4000/.  an;  to  be  a  Judge,  not  worth  1500/.  an;  for  no  visible  Reason,  but 
if  y''  Pretender  had  succeded,  he  would  have  made,  and  that  very  justly,  a  merit 
of  this  step. 

"  If  either  of  these  be  remov'd,  I  humbly  rccomend  Serjeant  Prat,  who  the 
Ch.  .Justice,  M''  J.  Eyres,  and  I  beleive  every  one  that  knows  him,  will  ap- 
prove. 

"  Comdn  Pleas. 
L''  Ch.  J.  Trevor. 
IVP  Just.   Blencoe. 
M'  Just.  Tracey. 
M"'  Just.  Darmer. 
"  Thcr  seems  to  be  no  objection  to  the  three  last.     The  first  is  an  able  man, 
but  made  one  of  tlie  twelve  Lords,  w"^''  the  late  Ministry  i)rocur'd  to  be  created 
at  once  (in  such   liaste,   y'  few,  if  any,  of  their  I'atents  had  any  I'reamble,  or 
reasons  of  their  creation),  only  to  su])port  their  Pence,  w"-'"'  tlie  House  of  Lords, 
tliey  found,  would  not  without  that  addition.      From  that  time,  at  least,  he  went 
violently  into  all  tlie  measures  of  that  ministry,  and  was  much  trusted  by  tlicm  ; 
and  when   tiiey  divided,   a   little   before    the   Queen's   death,  He   sided  w"'   L'' 
Bolingbr.,  and  for  so  doing,  'tis  credibly  said,  was  to  iiave  Iieen  made  L''  Pre- 
sident.     ]Many  of  y''  Lords  think  His  being  a  Peer  an  ()l)j"  to  his  being  a  .Tudge  ; 
because,   by  y*-'   constitution,   y"-'  Judges  ought   to  be  dssistnnfs  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  w  ''  they  can't  he,  if  a  Part  of  that  Body.      Tlier  is  but  one  examide 
known   of  the    like;    w'''  is   tliat  of  L''  .lelferys,  Ch.  Just,  of  the  King's  Bench, 
ami  after  Chancellor  to  K.  ,Ia.  y''  '_""'. 

" 'Tis  natural  to  think,  y^'  other  Judges  stomach  y'-  distinction,  while  He  is 
among  them:  and  tis  said  y'  y''  suitors  dislike  y''  difl'ereiice  they  find  in  iiis 
behaviour  to  tliem  since  lie  iiad  this  distinction.  He  is  grown  wry  wealthy. 
If  it  be  thought  fit  to  remove  him.  Si"  Peter  King,  Itecord"^  of  the  City  of 
London,  I  should  humlily  propose  as  fit  to  succeed  him. 

"  ]Oxclie(|uer. 

L''.  Cii.  Baron. \'acaiit. 

liaron   l?erry. 

Baron  Price. 

Baron  Smith,  Ch.  Baron  of  y*"  I',xche(iuer  in  Scotland  also. 

Baron   i>an;s;er. 
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CHAP.         Tlie  Chancellor's  political  functions  occupied  a  consider- 
CXVI  .  .  .  . 

able  portion  of  his  attention ;    for   on  him  lay  the   chief 

A.D.  1715.  burden  of  domestic  administration.  Lord  Somers  being 
almost  entirely  disqualified  by  growing  infirmities  from 
interposing  in  public  business.  A  dissolution  of  parli- 
ament taking  place,  the  elections  ran  strongly  in  favour 
of  the  government,  and  the  returns  showed  a  decided 
majority  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  Whigs.  I 
must  own,  that  I  think  they  greatly  abused  this  change  of 
fortune  by  indiscriminately  seeking  to  bring  their  political 
rivals  to  the  block. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  new  parliament  a  considerable  em- 

"  The  general  opinion  of  Westminster  Hall  is,  y'  Mr.  Dodd,  an  antient 
Praetiser  of  this  Court,  is  the  fittest  person  to  supply  the  place  of  Ch.  Baron  now 
voyd,  and  I  must  confess  experience  is  requisite  for  this  post  above  all  others. 

"  L''  Halifax  rccomends  his  Bro:  S""  James  Montague,  who  has  been  Attorney 
General  to  y'=  late  Queen  ;  and  my  partiality  to  gratify  my  Lord's  desires, 
would  incline  me  to  wish  he  may  succeed. 

"  But  if  Mr.  Dod  should  be  thought  more  proper,  Perhaps  S"^  James  M.  would 
be  pretty  well  content  to  be  a  Baron  at  least  for  the  present. 

"  W^**  might  be  effected  by  removing  Baron  Banister,  a  man  not  at  all 
qualify'd  for  his  place  (w^**  he  owes  to  y'=  friendship  of  y"^  late  Chancellor),  as 
any  Lord  will  inform  yr  M. 

"  If  S""  Ja:  Montague  be  made  Ch.  Baron,  and  your  M.  should  be  pleased  to 
let  S"'  T.  Powis  be  remov'd  gently  out  of  the  King's  Bench,  He  would  supply 
y*-'  place  of  B.  Banister  with  more  abilitys,  and  not  be  capable  of  doing  much 
hurt  in  that  station,  as  he  may  in  his  present. 

"  As  I  desire  all  possible  inquiry  may  be  made  into  any  of  the  particulars 
above-mentioned  :  so  I  humbly  request  this  Paper  may  not  goe  out  of  y'  Majesty's 
hand,  nor  be  shewed  to  more  then  of  necessity. 

"  Of  your  M.s  Council  learned  in  tlie  law. 

"  I  beg  leave  to  mention  at  this  time  only  y" 

Attorney  General,  and 
Sollicitor  General. 

"  They  who  are  at  present  in  your  JNIajesty's  service  generally  incline  to  remove 
both,  and  put  in  their  places 

S''  Peter  King,  above  mentioned,  and 
M''  Lech  mere. 
But  they  are  so  near  rivals  they  will  never  agree,  y'=  one  to  act  under  tlie  other 
in  those  stations.      Vi"^  is  another  reason   why  S""  Peter  may   be  more  fitly  dis- 
])os(l  of  as  above  said,  in  y<=  Comon  Pleas. 

"  The  Attorney  General,  H'  Edw.  Northy,  is  an  excellent  Lawyer,  and  a  man 
of  Great  al)ilitys  in  y''  Law,  a  moderate  Tory,  and  much  respected  by  that  Party, 
and  no  further  blaineable,  then  by  obeying  those,  who  could  comand  him,  if  He 
kept  his  I'lace. 

'•  If  He  should  not  be  remov'd,  tis  reasonable  to  think  Mr.  Lechmcre  would 
accejit  of  I)eing  Sollicitor  imder  him  :  He  being  old  and  infirm,  and  ther  being 
no  competition  l>etween  them,  asto  Seniority  or  Prelieminence  in  their  Profession. 

"  Ther  ni;iy  be  other  expedients  tliought  of  to  salve  any  diflicultys  that  may 
arise  on  this  scheme,  but  tis  needless  at  jjresent  to  trouble  y"^  M  :  therewith." 

The  removal,  for  jiolitical  reasons,  of  Trevor,  admitted  to  he  a  good  Judge,  was 
a  strong  measure.      The  other  changes  certainly  ajijjoar  for  the  jniblic  service. 
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barrassment  arose  from  the  Kins's  entire  ignorance  of  our     CHAP. 

language.     William,  though  he  might  be  detected  by  his  ^ 

accent  to  be  a  foreigner  (which  had  added  much  to  the  un-  Ma^ch  21. 
popularity  caused  by  his  reserved  manners)  spoke  and  wrote  '"'is. 

TT'Ti-i  r,  T  iA  •>      George  I.'s 

iiinglish  with  great  fluency  and  correctness;  and  Annes  ignorance 
graceful  delivery  of  her  speeches  (scarcely  excelled  by  what  °^  English. 
we  ourselves  so  warmly  admire)  had  charmed  all  ears  and 
hearts ;  but  George  —  having  been  In  the  direct  succes- 
sion to  the  throne  of  Enjrland  ever  since  the  death  of  the 
Duke  of  Gloucester  and  the  act  of  settlement,  a  period  of 
fourteen  years — had  such  a  dislike  of  all  sorts  of  learning, 
that  he  had  not  acquired  the  first  rudiments  of  the  language 
of  the  country  he  was  to  govern,  —  while  it  was  well  known 
that  the  Pretender,  the  son  of  James  II.,  w^ho  had  been 
driven  from  his  native  country  in  early  infancy,  although  he 
obstinately  refused  to  adopt  the  national  religion,  spoke  the 
English  language  as  if  he  had  never  seen  a  foreign  shore,  and 
could  converse  with  all  his  countrymen  inclined  to  take  up 
his  cause  in  the  thrilling  accents  of  genuine  Anglicism. 
George  is  reported,  when  seated  on  the  throne,  to  have 
uttered  the  words  following ;  but,  notwithstanding  all  the 
drilling  to  which  he  submitted,  it  must  have  been  a  very 
awkward,  if  not  a  ludicrous,  exhibition  :  "  My  Lords  and 
(jrcntlemcn,  I  have  ordered  my  Lord  Chancellor  to  declare 
to  you,  in  my  name,  the  causes  of  calling  this  Parliament." 
Then  Lord  Cowper,  going  through  the  form  of  conferring 
with  his  Majesty,  although  they  had  no  language  in  common 
in  Avhich  they  could  converse,  thus  addressed  the  two  Houses  : 
"  ]\ry  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  his  ]Majcsty  hath  conunandcd  iiissiKcdi 
me  to  declare  to  you  the  causes  of  his  calling  this  I'urli-  „',^.i,t"  '"'" 
anient,  as  they  are  contained  In  this  his  jSlajesty's  mor^t  gra- 
cious s[)eech,  now  delivered  into  my  hands  by  his  ]M:ijcsty 
from  the  throne.  '  JSFi/  Lords  and  Gentlemvn,  tliis  IniiKj  tJie 
Jirsf.  n])pnrtiiiiiti/  that  I  have  had  of  nicrthif/  mij  ])i'(>j)lc  in  par- 
I  la  nil  lit  since  it  pleased  Alniii/hti/  Gud,  of  //is  i/ood  I'rm  idciice, 
to  roll  me  to  Tin:  TIIROXE  OF  .AIY  AXCKSTOUS,'  "  iScC. 

rso  personal  blame  could  be  imputed  to  (icorgc  lor  this 
discourse  ;  but  I  think  Lord  Cowper  is  chargeable  with  sonu; 
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CHAP,     bad  taste  and  some  bad  feeling  displayed  by  it.     Not  only 
"      the  Jacobites,  but  Constitutionalists,  must  have  been  a  little 


A.D.  1715.  inclined  to  sneer  at  the  ancestral  rights  of  the  new  dynasty, 
considering  that  preferable  claims,  according  to  the  rules  of 
descent,  might  be  set  up  not  only  by  the  son  of  James  II., 
but  by  the  descendants  of  Charles  I.,  through  the  Princess 
Henrietta,  and  by  all  the  many  children  of  the  children  of 
the  Queen  of  Bohemia,  born  before  the  Princess  Sophia.  It 
would  have  been  more  graceful,  therefore,  to  have  rested  on 
his  Majesty's  undoubted  title  by  act  of  parliament,  and  the 
Avill  of  the  people.  The  reflections  which  followed  on  the 
peace  of  Utrecht,  and  the  measures  of  the  last  years  of  the 
late  reign,  were  undignified  if  not  unfounded,  and  showed 
George  as  the  head  of  the  Whig  faction  rather  than  the 
monarch  of  a  mighty  nation. 
Eoling-  Bolingbroke,  addressing  a  house  of  parliament  for  the  last 

speuch  in  tlmc,  made  a  noble  stand  for  his  party,  and  delivered  a 
I'arlia-  spccch  whlcli  cxcitcd  Universal  admiration,  being  superior  to 
all  past  or  contemporary  oratory  in  the  English  senate ;  but, 
like  all  his  other  speeches,  it  has  irrecoverably  perishetl. 
We  only  know  that  he  vindicated  the  memory  of  the  late 
Queen,  which  he  maintained  was  now  wantonly  assailed,  and 
that  he  moved  an  amendment  to  the  address,  in  the  clause 
about  "  recovering  the  reputation  of  the  kingdom  in  foreign 
parts ; "  to  substitute  tlie  word  "  maintain  "  for  the  word 
"recover;"  saying  that,  "having  been  one  of  the  late 
Queen's  servants,  if  he  had  done  any  thing  amiss,  he  would 
be  contented  to  be  punished  for  it ;  but  that  he  thought  it 
an  imjust  fate  to  be  censured  and  condemned  without  being 
heard." 
He  is  an-  Lord  Cowpcr  answered  him,  contending  that  "  tliey  did  not 

swfiod  l)v  -  .       ,  111  •  1 

Lord  (Cu-    condemn  any  particular  person,  but  only  the  peace  m  general, 
i'^""-  because  they  felt  the  ill  consequences  of  it ;  that  they  who 

advised  and  made  sucli  a  peace  deserved  indeed  to  be  censured, 
but  that  the  words  in  the  address  being  general,  no  private 
jxTson  was  affected  by  them;  and  that  the  alteration  of  the 
word  'recover'  into  tliat  of  'maintain'  would  signify  no 
more  towards  the  justiiieatlon  of  the  guilty,  than  the  word 
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'  recover'  towards  the  condemnation  of  the  innocent."*     The     CHAP, 
amendment  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  66  to  33, 

A  similar  address  being  carried  in  the  Commons  by  a  impeach, 
majority  of  244   to   138,   the  victory  was  followed  up  by  ments  for 
moving  impeachments  for  high  treason  against  the  three  chief  treason, 
leaders  of  the  late  government,  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  Viscount 
Bolingbroke,  and  the  Duke  of  Ormond.     The  last  two  fled 
(I  think)  injudiciously  and  unnecessarily.     Evidence  might 
have  been  given  that  they  had  corresponded  with  the  Court 
of  St.  Germaine's ;  but  if  this  was  treason  in  the  eye  of  the 
law,  it  was  not  an  offence  for  which  tlie  public  could  have 
endured  to  have  seen  noblemen's  heads  chopped  off,  and  at 
any  rate  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  some  of  his  Whig 
associates,   were   in  pari  delicto,  f  —  The  Chancellor  had  no 
difficulty  in  passing  bills  of  attainder  against  the  fugitives.  J 

But  the  prosecution  of  Oxford  caused  much  embarrassment  Articles 
to  his  enemies,  and  drew  down  no  little  dissrrace  upon  them.  ^*i"*^ 

1  M  •       1  •  Oxford. 

Twenty-two  articles  of  impeachment  were  exhibited  against 
him.  These  contained  no  charge  of  aiding  the  exiled  royal 
family,  —  and  on  his  behalf  It  was  contended,  that,  If  well 
founded  In  point  of  fact,  none  of  them  amounted  to  high  trea- 
son, —  so  that  the  accused  party  was  entitled  to  be  liberated  on 
ball,  and  to  sit  within  the  bar  on  his  trial.  Having  carefully 
jjcrused  the  articles,  I  can  find  In  them  nothing  of  treason.  If 
the  peace  of  Utrecht  Avere  to  l)e  again  discussed  after  a  vote 
of  approbation   by  two   parliaments,  It  could    not,    however 

*  7    Pari.   Hist.  42—46. 

f  Buliiicfbrokc  grave  as  a  reason  for  flying,  that  "  liis  contempt  for  Oxford  Bolipcr. 
was  so  great  he  conld  not  endure  concerting  with  him  measures  for  tlieir  com-  hrokc's 
mon  defence."  Tlie  manner  of  his  flight  was  characteristic.  Having  used  a  fljrrlit. 
tone  of  calmness  and  firmness,  saying  tliat  "  lie  found  by  exjiericnce  he  could 
be  unfortunate  without  being  unhappy,"  and  having  announeed  his  rc-olutiou 
to  meet  his  accusers,  he  a|)peared  at  Drury  Lane  'I'heatie,  and  having,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  the  time,  ordered  another  play  for  the  next  night,  lie  dis- 
guised himself  as  a  servant  of  La  \'igne  a  uiessenger  of  the  Kiiitr  of  Franco,  set 
off  to  Dover,  and  reached  Paris  undiscovered. —  where  he  soon  became  .Secretary 
of  State  to  the  Pretender.  —  His  real  motives  t()r  tlight  weie  despair  of  ingra- 
tiating himself  with  the  new  dynasty,  and  the  hope  of  a  restiuatioii.  Lady 
{'owper  says  in  her  Di.iry,  "  At  the  coronation  my  Lord  Dolingbroke  for  the 
first  time  saw  the  King.  He  had  attempted  it  helore  without  success.  'J'lie 
King  seeing  a  face  he  did  iu)t  know,  asked  ins  name  when  he  did  him  homage, 
and  he  hearing  it  as  he  went  down  the  ste[)s  from  the  tlironc  turned  round  and 
boweil  l/irie  times  rloiru  to  tlic  very  r/roiind.^' 

t    Des])atch  from  Lord  Townshend   and    .Secretary   Stanhope,   '_'d  Nov.   ITlti. 
2  C.'oxe.  Sir  R.  M'alp.  TO. 

V(1L.    IV.  A    A 


354  EEIGN   OF    GEORGE    I. 

CHAP,     blameable,  be  said  to  have  been  a  "  compassing  of  the  Queen's 
CXVI.      death,"  or  "  levying  war  against  her  within  her  realm."     The 
effort  to  obtain  Tournay  for  the  French  was  indeed  gravely 
contended  to  be  "  an  adhering   to  the   Queen's  enemies," 
within  the  meaning  of  the  statute  of  Edward  III. ;  but  this 
was  only  by  confounding  all  legal  distinctions,  and  violating 
the   plainest   dictates  of  common  sense.      Indeed  we  now 
know    that   the    very    cabinet    who    directed  the  impeach- 
ment against    the    Earl    of    Oxford,    soon    came    to    the 
resolution    "that    the    charge    of    high    treason    should  be 
dropped,  it  being  very  certain  that  there  is  not   sufficient 
evidence  to  convict  him  of  that  crime,  but  that  he  should  be 
pushed  with  all  possible  vigour  upon  the  point  of  misdemean- 
our*."    Yet  when  a  motion  was  made  in  the  House  of  Lords 
by  Lord  Trevor,  that  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  should  be 
taken,  whether  the  cliarge  contained  in  the  articles  amounted 
to  treason,  Lord  Chancellor  Cowper,  showing  how  a  mixture 
of  judicial  and  political  functions  may  cloud  the  clearest  un- 
derstanding, strenuously  contended  that  some  of  the  articles, 
if  proved,  amounted  to  high  treason,  "  and  challenged  all  the 
lawyers  in  England  to  disprove  his  arguments."     The  only 
plausible  objection  to  the  motion  was  started  by  Lord  Not- 
tingham, wlio  urged  that  it  might  turn  out  to  the  hurt  of  tlic 
accused ;  for  if  the  Judges  on  this  preliminary  consultation 
should  say  the  charge  amounted  to  treason,  he  would  stand 
prejudged  before  he  was  brought  to  his  trial.      The  motion 
Oxford's       was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  84  to  52.     Oxford  was  then 
detence.        allowcd  to  addrcss  the  House,  urging,  '•'  that  he  was  taking- 
leave  of  their  Lordships  perhaps  for  ever."     He  seized  upon 
the  only  real  ground  of  criminality  alleged  against  him,  which 
as    "  a   high   misdemeanour,"   we    should    say   he   could  not 
satisfactorily  answer  —  the  secret  order  sent  to  Ormond  for  a 
cc-jsatlou  of  hostilities — which  he  justified  by  the  (Queen's 
limncdlate  command,  —  and  (so  unsettled  was  even  now,  in  the 
third  reign  after  the  Kevcjlution,  the  doctrine  of  ministerial 
res[)(>nslbirity)  lie  said  witli  sincere  confidence  : — "  If  ministers 
of  state,  my  Lords,  acting  by  the  hnmedlate  conunands  of 
thflr  sovLTcign,  are  afterwards  to  ]je  made   accountable  f(,)r 
their   proceedings,   mine  may   one   day   be   the   case  of  any 
member  <jCthls  au'nist  assembK'," 
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In  spite  of  a  touching  appeal  to  their  justice  and  their     CHAP. 

mercy,  he  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  where  he  lay  two 

years  without  being  brought  to  trial ;  and  it  is  smartly  ob- 
served by  a  noble  historian,  that  "the  proceedings  against 
him  seemed  to  partake  of  his  character,  and  could  scarcely 
have  been  more  slow  and  dilatory  had  they  been  directed  by 
himself."* 

In  the  mean  time  the  Rebellion  broke  out  in  Scotland,  and   Rebellion 
Lord  CoAvper,  alarmed  by  the  supineness  of  liis  colleagues, 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  King :  — 

"  Sire, 

"  I  would  not  trouble  your  Majesty  in  this  manner,  but   l-ord 
on  some  very  great  crisis,  as  I  take  the  present  to  be,  when   rcmon^'^ 
I  should  desire  not  to  be  in  the  least  mistaken  by  a  sudden  strances  on 
intcrpretation.       (Jn  your  Majesty  s  receiving  certain  advice  „tss  of  his 
from    Scotland    of  an  open    rebellion  not    only    begun    but  colleagues. 
declared  there,   and  even  hostilities  commenced,  I  own  my 
concern    to    find    nothing    moved    to    be    considered,    but 
whether  circular   letters  should  not  go  to  the   Lord  Lieu- 
tenants, &c.,  to   seize  Papists  and  nonjurors  in  the  North  of 
England. 

"  Your  iVlajcsty's  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  were 
both  of  opinion  with  me,  that  the  law  doth  not  warrant  the 
import  of  such  letters ;  the  Chief  Justice  did  not  give  an 
o])inion  either  way.  Two  or  three  precedents  were  found  in 
the  Council  Books  of  such  letters,  which  were  indeed  strains 
of  the  law,  in  hopes  of  some  good  effect,  which  always  failed. 
However,  the  most  of  your  ^Majesty's  Council  were  for 
making  an  experiment  once  more,  and  to  that  I  refei-  myself, 
to  have  it  seen  what  fruits  it  will  produce  when  the  returns 
come  to  be  made,  if  any. 

"  It  was  agreed  that  the  method  I  preferred,  of  learning 
the  names  of  all  the  great  Papists  and  nonjurors  in  the 
Nortii,  and  taking  them  up,  and  securing  tiu'iu  liy  warrant 
of  six  Privy  Councillors,  or  a  Secretary  of  State,  in  virtue  of 
a  plain  law  made  on  purpose  this  session,  sliould  he  likewise 

*    Lord  Malion's  History  of  I-iii;laiu],  vol.  i.  p.    111. 
A  A    'J 
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CHAP,     practised.    And  lest  the  using  of  the  first  insufficient  remedy 

should,   as   is  usual,   slacken  the  making  up  of  the  true,  I 

humbly  beg  your  Majesty  to  remind  your  servants  that  this 
be  forthwith  and  eftcctually  done,  since  the  former  method 
will  take  up  the  inconsiderable  people,  if  any,  and  be  longer 
in  doing  also. 

"  But  what  seems  to  me  to  be  the  more  important  and 
natural  consideration  on  this  news  from  Scotland  is :  — 
whether  the  forces  now  in  Scotland,  or  going  thither,  are  pro- 
bably sufficient  to  stop  the  march  of  the  rebels,  and  if  not, 
whether  the  consequences  of  that  are  not  bad  enough  to 
require  some  augmentation,  wherever  it  can  be  had,  without 
exposing  too  much  this  part  of  the  kingdom. 

"  As  to  the  first :  I  think  your  General  or  Secretary  at  War 
should  state  plainly  before  your  Majesty  in  the  Cabinet,  what 
number  of  effective  men  are  now,  or  will  be  in  a  short  time, 
of  your  forces  in  the  field,  and  then  by  comparing  that 
number  with  what  the  rebels  Avill  probably  march,  or  your 
Majesty  by  the  next  advices  may  hear  they  have  got  to- 
gether, a  judgment  may  be  formed  on  that  point.  If  your 
Majesty's  forces  are  found  insufficient  to  stop  the  rebels, 
I  humbly  think  your  troops  there  should  be  immediately 
augmented  by  all  means  consistent  with  the  not  leaving 
this  [)art  of  the  kingdom  so  unguarded  as  to  invite  an  in- 
surrection or  invasion  to  be  made  here.  For  it  seems 
certain  that  if  any  disgrace  befall  your  ]\Iajesty's  troops 
in  Scotland,  insurrections  will  immediately  follow  in 
England  in  many  places.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
rebels  get  no  advantage  in  Scotland,  my  conjecture  is, 
there  will  be  no  considerable  rising  in  England.  And 
I  take  it  to  be  niucli  safer  to  prevent  commotions  in  Eng- 
land by  securing  tliat  the  rebels  shall  make  no  progress 
in  Scotland,  than  it  will  be  when  any  success  of  the  rebels  in 
Scotland  shall  have  made  many  insurrections  to  break  out 
in  England,  to  find  means  to  suppress  them. 

"  The  Scotch  magnify  their  danger  something,  and  perluqis 
j)ress  for  more  assistance  than  can  be  reasonably  s[)ared  from 
Ikjiuc;  l)ut  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  I  cannot  but  observe 
the  ])revaiHng  inflinatlon  here  is  to  r-up})ly  the  forces  thci'c 
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too  sparingly;  and  as,  on  the  one  hand,  it  would  be  extremely     chap. 

wrong  to  draw  the  bulk  of  your  Majesty's  forces  to  that  end  ' 

of  your  kingdom,  so,  on  the  other,  the  not  making  the  Duke 
of  Argyle  strong  enough  to  secure  himself  against  a  defeat, 
or  a  necessity  of  retreating,  or  of  letting  them  go  by  him 
towards  the  South,  will  thoroughly  engage  England  in  a 
civil  war  of  which  none  can  answer  for  the  consequence. 

"  And  therefore  I  humbly  advise  that  this  great  point 
should  be  thoroughly  stated  and  considered  by  all  such  as 
have  the  honour  at  any  time  to  advise  your  Majesty." 

Afterwards  when  a  foreign  invasion  was  seriously  threatened 
to  put  the  Pretender  on  the  throne,  Lord  Cowper  thus  again 
appealed  to  him  who  seemed  about  to  be  driven  from  it :  — 

"  Sire, 

"  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  lay  a  few  observations  before 
your  Majesty  in  this  great  conjuncture  of  the  intended  in- 
vasion,—  not  with  the  least  view  of  traducing  any  one's 
conduct,  but  purely  that,  if  any  errors  be  committed,  as  short 
an  end  may  be  put  to  'em  as  possible,  and  the  like  avoided 
for  the  future. 

"  The  fidelity  of  all  who  are  principally  intrusted  by  your 
INIajesty,  is  imquestionable.  But  if  your  jNLijesty's  affairs 
and  those  of  the  public  arc  in  the  opinion  of  any  of  us  like  to 
be  hazarded  in  so  dangerous  a  crisis  as  the  present,  by  any 
sort  of  failing  or  mistake  among  us,  I  think  it  his  duty  to  lay 
the  matter  clearly  before  your  JMnjesty,  whose  supreme 
station  and  power  in  tiie  state  set  your  judgment  above 
being  infiuenced  by  considerations  which  ought  not  to  liave 
any  share  in  the  public  councils,  and  wliich  }ot  the  best  of 
your  subjects  may  be  more  or  less  lia])le  to. 

"  Xot  to  delay  your  Majesty  with  a  longcM-  preface,  1 
caiuiot  l)ut  think  on  this  important  occasion  wc  have  ahvady 
fallen  into  two  very  great,  I  may  truly  say  lundamental 
errors,  eitlier  ot"  which  may  prove,  though  I  trust  they  will 
not,  destructive  to  your  Majesty's  intcn'st  in  this  kingdom, 
and  consc(pUMitly  to  that  conunon  cause  of  which  your 
]\lai(\<tv  is,  and  will  every  day  appear  more  cons[)icuously, 
the  head. 
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CHAP  "  The  fact  is,  the  not  quelling  immediately  on  their  first 

"  appearance  those  rebellious  tumults  which  have  been  raised 

on  purpose  to  encourage,  indeed  invite  over,  the  invasion,  and 
•without  which  being  continued  and  repeated  in  the  manner 
they  have  been,  the  invasion  had  never  been  undertaken. 
It  is  a  clear  and  natural  inference  for  the  Pretender  to  make, 
that  if  your  Majesty's  administration  has  not  vigour  enough 
to  extinguish  these  commotions,  but  only  to  keep  'em  down 
in  one  place  while  they  break  out  in  another,  much  less  will 
you  be  al^le  to  deal  with  the  discontented  party  when  their 
King  shall  appear  among  'em  with  officers,  money,  and  arms 
from  abroad,  and  persons  of  quality  shall  also  publicly  join 
with  them. 

"  This  obvious  inference  from  the  experiments  they  have 
made  of  the  strength  and  zeal  of  their  party,  is  in  my  humble 
opinion  the  main  cause  why  they  now  undertake  to  set  up 
this  Pretender,  rather  than  on  your  ISIajcsty's  first  accession 
to  the  Crown,  when  your  Government  was  not  so  well 
settled  as  it  is. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  I  take  it  to  be  evident  that  if  the  first 
commotions  had  been  instantly  extinguished,  and  others  dis- 
couraged and  prevented,  such  an  instance  of  the  weakness  of 
the  Pretender's  party  and  vigour  of  your  Majesty's  govern- 
ment had  eifcctually  hindered  any  designs  abroad  from  taking 
place  to  disturb  the  peace  of  your  Majesty's  reign.  Your 
INIajcsty  by  this  time  will  naturally  inquire  by  what  means 
might  this  have  been  effected,  and  if  by  any  lawfully,  why 
were  they  not  made  use  of?  The  affair  was  too  big  for  your 
civil  magistrates. 

"  The  militia  of  the  counties  was  quite  out  of  order,  so 
that  no  remedy  remained  but  for  your  Majesty's  troops  to 
countenance  and  assist  such  of  your  subjects  as  voluntarily 
took  arms  in  defence  of  your  Majesty's  government,  and  of 
the  public  peace.  These  together  have  been  able  to  disperse 
the  rebels,  and  make  some  degree  of  quiet,  wherever  they  have 
a])pcarcd  ;  but  in  so  gentle  a  manner,  that  the  disaffected  rab- 
])1('  have  rather  been  encouraged  thereby  to  try  their  fortune  In 
aiKitlirr  ])lace,  finding,  by  exi)erlence,  lliat  whore  the  troops 
come,  "tis  Imt  dispersing  foi-   the  i)resent,  and  they  are  siile 
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as  if  nothing  had  been  done.  The  public  peace  can  never  be  CHAP, 
maintained  in  this  method,  while  the  disaffected  endeavour  ' 
to  disturb  it.  But  your  Majesty  has  not,  nor  when  the  army 
is  completed,  never  will  have  troops  sufficient  for  every  place 
where  disturbances  may  happen,  if  they  are  merely  to  look 
on ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  say,  with  some  assurance,  that  such 
is  the  rage  and  zeal  of  the  adverse  party,  that  no  way  is  left 
to  preserve  the  public  quiet,  but  the  making  some  one  or 
more  of  their  essays  to  a  general  rebellion  so  very  exemplary, 
as  to  deter  and  to  prevent  many  others  which  would  otherwise 
be  undertaken.  I  can  only  say,  that  no  man  has  naturally  a 
stronger  aversion  to  any  thing  severe  than  myself;  l)ut  where 
a  seasonable  use  of  some  severity  may  probably  prevent  the 
extensive  cruelties  and  miseries  of  a  civil  war,  the  inclination 
of  the  best  natured  ought  to  be  made  to  give  way  to  what 
reason  and  the  public  safety  so  strongly  demand." 

The  Lord  Chancellor  was  still  thought  too  much  to  advo-  Passing  of 
cate  military  government ;  and  the  lliot  Act  was  passed,  J^^^ 
making  it  a  capital  offence  for  any  twelve  persons  to  continue 
together  an  hour  after  they  have  been  ordci'cd  by  a  magis- 
trate to  disperse ;  but  this  was  ])crhai)3  a  harsher  law  than 
ever  Avas  proposed  in  the  time  of  the  Stuarts*,  —  and  though 
not  abused  in  practice,  it  l>rought  great  obhxpiy  upon  the  new 
dynasty. 

Some  reliance  was  placed  upon  the   loval  charges  to  be   l^nstmc- 

1     T  11  ITT  1        •  •  -"^  rni  •  tioilS   to  tl)e 

(leliverctl   by  the  Judges    on    then-    cu'cuits.       Ihe    ancient  Jiuijrcs 
custom  of  the  Chancellor  haran<>:iiln<j;  them  on  their  duties  in  "."'"^ 
tlie  Star  Chamber,  had  been  laid  aside  since  tlie  breaking  out 
of    tlie    civil    w;ir    in    the    preceding    century ;     but    l^ord 
(yowper  now   sent   to  each  .Judge   a   co})y  of  the  following 
"OiiDEitS:"' 

"  His  jMajesty,  understanding  that  you  arc  a1)out  to  go 
your  several  circuits,  and  being  well  assured  that  }-our 
known  learning  and  integrity,  together"  with  the  authority 
you  are  vested  with,  must  necessarily  givi;  you  the  greatest 
weight  in  the  counties  to  which  you  nre  si  iit, — 

*    j;l.   Com.   vol.  iv.  y.  I  li. 

A    A      1 
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CHAP.         «  Has  commanded  me  to  mention  to  you  a  few  particulars 
CXVI 

relating  to  that  very  important  service  you  are  so  near  enter- 
ing upon : 

"  His  Majesty  expects  that  as  well  in  your  charges  as 
otherwise,  you  will  lay  hold  on  this  occasion  to  cultivate  in 
the  minds  of  those  you  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  to,  a  good 
affection  and  reverence  toward  his  Majesty  and  his  govern- 
ment :  (your  own  prudence  and  impartial  administration 
of  justice,  will  not  contribute  a  little  to  this  good  end.  ) 

"  More  especially  it  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  to  the 
utmost  of  your  power  you  excite  in  his  subjects  a  just  abhor- 
rence of  the  intended  invasion,  and  of  that  implacable  and 
ungrateful  faction,  by  whose  instigation  and  encouragement 
it  was  undertaken  ;  by  showing  that  any  degree  of  success 
in  that  design  must  prove  very  calamitous,  and,  if  com- 
plete, destruction  to  the  religion  and  liberties,  as  well  as 
to  the  property  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom ;  and  by  such 
other  arguments  as  shall  occur  to  you. 

"  But  at  the  same  time  you  thus  prepare  the  King's 
people  to  detest  tlie  design,  and  resist  the  danger  that  is 
threatened,  you  arc  to  endeavour  to  create  in  them  a  firm 
confidence  that  his  Majesty's  Avisdom  and  vigilance,  Avitli 
the  affectionate  zeal  of  his  good  subjects,  aided  by  the  Pro- 
vidence of  God,  (wliich  has  already  in  this  instance  so 
'visibly  espoused  his  Majesty's  cause,  by  a  timely  detection 
of  the  conspiracy,)  will  make  it  end  in  the  ruin  of  those 
only  who  shall  join  in  it.  The  inconveniences  which  must 
follow  such  undertakings,  though  not  successful,  you  will 
take  care  to  lay  at  the  right  door,  that  is,  of  those  whose 
restless  discontents  are  the  true  and  principal,  if  not  the 
only,  cause  of  them. 

"  His  Majesty  thinks  it  unnecessary  to  mention  to  you 
any  farther  particulars,  and  entirely  leaves  you  to  your  own 
prudence  and  perfect  knowledge  of  your  duty.  But  he 
expects  tliat  at  your  return  you  inform  him  of  all  such 
things  as  you  shall  observe,  and  may  be  for  his  service  to 
know.''  * 

*  Ttic  Judjrcs  nou-a-days  would  l>u  siiipiisfd  to  receive  such  a  circular, 
riiey  arc   kit  to   their  own   discretion  as   to  t!ic  topics   they  shall  eidarge  upon. 
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By  these  exertions  of  Lord  Cowper  energy  was  infused     CIIAP. 
into    the    public    councils,    the   spirit    of  the  people    was 


roused,    and    the    new    dynasty    kept    possession    of    the   Prose- 
throne.     He  has  very  undeservedly  been  censured  for  the  cution  of 
judicial  trials  and  executions   which    soon  followed.       The  Lords. 
"Rebellion  of  1715"   being   suppressed   in    Scotland,    and 
Preston  having  surrendered,  the  rebel   Lords  were  lodged 
in  the  Tower  of  London,    and   the    House    of   Commons 
proceeded  against  them  by  impeachment   for   high  treason. 
Having   been  taken  with  arms    in  their   hands   in  flagrant 
war    against    the    reigning     Sovereign,    they    all    pleaded 
guilty,  except  the  Earl  of  Winton ;  and  a  day  was  named 
for  passing  sentence   upon  those  avIio    had    thus    confessed 
their    Icfjal    o;uilt.       Lord    Cowijcr    was     constituted    Lord  9  Feb. 

1716 

High  Steward,  and  Westminster  Hall  was  fitted  up  for  the 
occasion.* 

At  the  time  appointed,  the  Earl  of  Derwentwater,  the  Sentence 

1  .     1    1  1         T-<      1         n    r-\  ^        tt-  -it  pronounced 

Earl  of  Nithisdalc,  the  Earl  oi  Carnwath,  Viscount  Ken-  by  Lord 
mure,  Lord  Widdrington,  and  Lord  Nairn,  were  brought  to  Cowper. 
the  bar  by  the  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Tower,  the  Gcntlc- 


It  being  contrary  to  cticpiette  for  barristers  to  be  jjresent,  so  tliat  "  the  sages  of 
the  law"  may  liave  greater  licence,  and  may  without  scrujile  repeat  tlie  same 
fine  sentences  in  every  county  on  the  circuit,  I  never  myself  heard  any  of 
these  discourses,  but  I  have  been  obliged  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  censure 
some  of  tlicm.  Addresses  to  the  Grand  Jury  are  certainly  best  emjjloyed  in 
commenting  upon  the  cases  in  the  Calendar  which  are  coming  on  for  trial. 
Observations  may  be  permitted  on  the  general  state  of  the  country,  l)ut  I  hope  the 
Judges  will  henceforth  ever  eschew  parly  politics  and  questions  of  vexed  political 
economy.  A  noble  friend  of  mine  who  was  foreman  of  the  Grand  Jury  some 
years  ago  in  a  northern  county,  told  me  that  having  heard  from  a  Judge  of 
assize  a  panegyric  on  the  corn  laws,  he  had  a  great  inclination  to  answer  him, 
and  —  he  wo\dd  have  been  fully  justified  in  tloing  so. 

*    E.rtriict  from    Lndij  Cowpcr's   Diiiri/. — "  Fel).  9th,   the  day   of   the  trials:     Ladv 
My  Lord   was  named  Lord  High  Steward  by  the  King  —  to  his  vexation  and    Covvjier's 
mine,  but   it  could  not   be  helped,  and  so  we   must  submit,   though    we    both    Diary, 
wished  iieartily  it  had  been  the  Earl  of  Nottingham.     The  form  of  the  attendance 
was  tiiis  from  hence: — The  servants  had  all  new   liveries — ten  t'ootmen — -four 
coaches  with   two  horses,  and  one  with  iix, — ^eighteen  gentlenion  out  of  livery, 
and  Garter  at  Arms  and  Usher  of  the  I'lack   Rod   in   the  same  coach, —  (iarter 
carrvin"'  tlie  wand.       I  was  told  it  was  customary  to   make  line   liveries  on  this 
occasion,  but  had  them  all  plain.      I  think  it  very  wrong  to  make  a  i)arade  upon 
so    dismal    an   occasion  as   that   of  jjuttiiig  to  death   one's  fellow  cre:iturcs,  iu)r 
could   1  go  to  the  trial  to  see  them  receive  their  sentences,  having  a  relation 
among  them,  my  Lord  Widdrington.      The  Prince   was  there,  and  came  home 
inuch  touched  with   compassion  for  them.      What   pity  it   is  that  such  cruelties 
should  be  necessarv  I' 
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CHAP,  man  gaoler  standinoj  on  their  left  hand,  holding  the  axe,  with 
the  edge  turned  towards  them.  The  necessary  forms  being 
gone  through,  the  Lord  High  Steward  addressed  them, 
saying  :  —  "  You  stand  impeached  by  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  in  parliament  assembled,  of  high  treason,  in  ima- 
gining and  compassing  the  death  of  his  most  sacred  Majesty, 
in  levying  Avar  against  him,  and  proclaiming  a  Pretender  to 
his  crown  to  be  King  of  these  realms.  There  is  nothing 
unusual  or  disadvantageous  to  you  in  this  mode  of  proceed- 
ing. The  whole  body  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  by 
their  representatives,  are  your  accusers,  and  the  resolution 
thus  to  put  you  on  your  trial  passed  the  Lower  House,  no 
one  contradicting.  You  would  have  been  sure  of  a  patient 
and  impartial  trial  by  your  Peers  forming  this  august  assem- 
bly ;  but  you  have  severally  admitted  the  truth  of  the  charges 
alleged  against  you,  accompanying  your  pleas  with  some 
Aariety  of  matter  to  mitigate  your  offences,  and  to  obtain 
mercy.  The  circumstances  said  to  have  attended  your  sur- 
render I  do  not  now  notice,  and  all  due  weight  will  be  given  to 
them  ;  but  it  is  fit  that  I  should  make  some  observations  to  your 
Lordships  on  your  attempt  to  extenuate  your  guilt,  —  to  tlie 
end  that  the  judgment  to  be  given  against  you  may  clearly 
appear  to  be  just  and  righteous  as  well  as  legal.  It  is  alleged  by 
some  of  your  Lordships,  that  you  engaged  in  this  rebellion 
without  previous  concert  or  deliberation,  and  without  suitable 
preparation  of  men,  horses,  and  arms.  If  this  exempts  you 
from  the  charge  of  being  the  planners  of  the  treason,  it 
aggravates  your  criminality  in  the  execution  of  it,  and  shows 
that  you  were  so  eagerly  bent  on  insurrection,  that  at  the  first 
invitation  you  flew  into  the  field  without  any  reasonable  hope 
of  success,  and  reckless  of  tlie  ruin  in  Avhich  you  were  to 
involve  yourselves,  your  friends,  and  your  kindred.  Another 
extenuation  you  rely  upon  is,  that  no  cruel  or  harsh  action 
(I  suppose  is  meant  no  rapine,  or  plunder,  or  worse,)  has 
])ccn  committed  by  you.  But  your  Lordships  Avill  consider 
that  tlie  laying  waste  a  tract  of  land  bears  a  little  proportion, 
in  point  of  mischief,  C()m[)arcd  with  the  crime  of  which  you 
stand  convicted,  —  an  open  attempt  to  destroy  the  best  of 
Kings,    and  to  rase   the  foundation   of    a   frovernment  the 
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most  suited  of  any  in  the  world  to  perfect  the  happiness,  and  CHAP. 
to  support  the  dignity  of  human  nature.  Besides,  much  of  " 
this  was  owing  to  accident ;  your  march  was  so  hasty,  partly 
to  avoid  the  King's  troops,  and  partly  from  the  vain  hope  to 
stir  up  risings  in  all  the  counties  you  passed  through,  that  you 
had  not  time  to  spread  devastation  without  deviating  from 
your  main  and  (as  I  have  observed)  much  worse  design.  No, 
my  Lords,  these  and  such  like  are  artful  colourings,  proceed- 
ing from  minds  filled  with  expectation  of  continuing  in  this 
world,  and  not  from  such  as  are  preparing  for  their  defence 
before  a  tribunal  where  the  thoughts  of  the  heart,  and  the 
true  si)rings  and  causes  of  action  must  be  laid  open."  lie 
then  proceeds  to  state  the  circumstances  which  aggravated 
their  Lordships'  guilt,  the  first  being  the  high  personal  cha- 
racter of  George :  "  It  is  a  trite,  but  very  true  remark,  that 
there  are  but  few  hours  between  Kings  being  reduced  under 
the  power  of  pretenders  to  their  crown  and  their  graves. 
Had  you  succeeded,  his  Majesty's  case  would,  I  fear,  have 
hardly  been  an  exception  to  that  general  rule,  since  it  is 
highly  improbable  that  flight  would  have  saved  any  of  that 
illustrious  and  valiant  family.*  It  is  a  further  aggravation, 
that  his  iVIajcsty,  whom  your  Lordships  would  have  dethroned, 
affected  not  the  crown  l^y  force  or  by  the  arts  of  ambition,  but 
succeeded  peaceably  and  legally  to  it.  On  the  decease  of  the 
late  Queen  without  issue,  lie  became  undoubtedly  the  next 
in  tlie  course  of  descent  capable  of  succeeding  to  tlie  crown 
by  the  law  and  constitution  of  this  kingdom.  The  right  of 
the  house  of  Hanover  was  limited  and  confirmed  by  the 
Legislature  in  two  successive  reiijrns.  How  could  it  then 
enter  into  the  heart  of  men  to  tliink  that  j'l'ivate  persons 
might,  Avith  a  good  conscience,  endeavour  to  suljvert  such 
a  settlement  by  running  to  tumultuary  anus,  and  by 
intoxicating  the  dregs  of  the  people  with  contradictory 
opinions  and  groundless  slanders?"  .Vl'tcr  excusal)ly 
dwelling  on  the  prosperity  the  nation  was  enjoying,  the 
additional     fiscal     burdens    brought    on     the     eountiy    by 


'    Tliis  is  nn   iinm'iK'ioiis  sarcnsni  on   tlic  old  rii.'tt.'iuli.i's  ricciil  i.'sca|ic  tV( 
Sootlaiul,  and  oUkt  similar  adxintuns  of  llic  Siu.uts. 
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CHAP,     the    rebellion,    and    the    horroi's    of   civil    war,    he    comes 

'      to  the  subject  of  religion,  and  here,  if  he  does    not    incur 

personal  blame,  he  shows  strikingly  the  lingering  illiberality 
of  the  age  :   "  I  must  be  just  to  such  of  your  Lordships  as 
profess  the  religion  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  that  you  had 
one  temptation,  and   that  a  great  one,  to  engage  you  in  this 
treason,  which   the  others  had  not,  —  in  that  it  Avas  evident 
success   on  your  part  must  for  ever  have  established  Popery 
in  this  kingdom,  and   that  probably  you   could  never  have 
again   so  fair  an  opportunity.     But  then,  good  God !  how 
must  those  Protestants  be  covered  with  confusion  who  entered 
into  the  same  measures,  without  so  much  as  capitulating  for 
their  religion  (that  ever  I  could  find,  from  any  examination 
I  have  seen  or  heard),  or  so  nuich  as  requiring,  much  less  ob- 
taining, a  frail  promise  that  it  should  be  preserved,  or  even 
tolerated.     It   is   my  duty  to  exhort  your  Lordships  thus  to 
think  of  the  aggravations  as  well  as  the  mitigations  (if  there 
be  any)  of  your  offences ;  and  if  I  could  have  the  least  hopes 
that  the  prejudices  of  habit  and  education  would  not  he  too 
strong  for  the  most  earnest  and  charitable  entreaties,   I  would 
beg  you  not  to  rely  any  lunger  on  those  directors  of  your  con- 
sciences,  by  whose  advice  you  have  very  probably  bean  led  iuto 
this   miserable   condition ;  but  that  your  Lordships   loould  be 
assisted  by  some  of  those  pious  and  learned  divines  of  the  Church 
of  England,  icho  have  constantly  borne  that  infallible  mark  of 
sincere  Christians,  universal  charity  *      And  now,  my  Lords, 
nothing  remains  but  that  I  pronounce  upon  you  (and  sorry  I 
am   that  it  falls  to  my  lot  to  do  it)  that  terrible  sentence  of 
the  law,  which  must  be  the  same  that  is  usually  given  against 
the  meanest  offenders  in  the  like  kind.      The  most  ignomini- 
ous and  painful  parts  of  it  are  usually  remitted   by  the  grace 
of  the  crown  to  persons  of  your  quality  ;  but  the  law  in  tins 
case,  being  deaf  to    all    distinctions    of   persons,  requires    I 


*  We  nmst  ix'colluct  that  tliis  is  the  langiiafjo  of  tlie  most  liberal  Judge  of 
that  time,  who,  like  Lord  Someis,  by  going  sucii  lengths  for  toleration,  had 
incurred  the  siis])icion  of  infidelity.  The  most  bigoted  Judge  of  the  jjresent  age, 
in  passing  sentence  of  death  on  a  Roman  Catholic,  would  not  advise  liim  to 
prepare  for  the  great  change  he  was  to  undergo,  by  renouncing  that  spiritual 
consolation  in  the  eflicacv  of  which  he  had  been  tauLrht  to  trust. 


LIFE    OF    LORD    COWPER.  365 

should  pronounce,  and  accordingly  it  is  adjudged  by  this     CHAP. 
Court,  That  you,  James  Earl  of  Derwentwater,  &c.  &c."  *      ^ '_ 


Lord  Cowper  had  now  a  very  arduous   and  painful  task  Fate  of  the 


rebel 

Lords 


to  perform  in  resisting  the  application  for  mercy  to  those  un- 
fortunate noblemen.  Most  people  admitted  that,  as  they  be- 
lieved their  cause  to  be  good,  they  were  free  from  moral  guilt ; 
the  thought  could  not  be  stifled,  that,  if  they  had  succeeded, 
they  would  have  been  celebrated  and  rewarded  as  the  most 
loyal  of  subjects;  their  gallantry  and  misfortunes  excited 
general  sympathy,  and  many  who  condemned  their  conduct, 
together  with  all  who  approved,  attempted  to  save  them.  A 
motion  made  in  their  favour  in  the  House  of  Commons,  though 
powerfully  opposed  by  Walpole,  who  declared  that  "  he  was 
moved  with  indignation  to  see  that  there  should  be  members 
of  this  great  body  so  unworthy  as,  without  blushing,  to  open 
their  mouths  for  rebels  and  parricides,"  was  negatived  only 
by  a  majority  of  seven,  — and  a  like  motion  in  the  House  of 
Lords  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  five.  Carnwath,  Widdring- 
ton,  and  Nairn,  were  respited  ;  but  a  warrant  was  granted, 
which  Lord  Cowper  signed,  for  tlie  execution  of  Derwent- 
water, Kenmure,  and  Nithisdale.  All  know,  from  the  af- 
fecting narrative  of  Lady  Nithisdale,  that  by  her  heroic  cou- 
rage and  self-devotion,  her  husband  escaped  from  the  Tower 
in  disguise  the  night  before  the  day  when  he  was  to  have 
suffered. f  Derwentwater  and  Kenmure  died  bravely,  pray-  Fub.  23. 
ing  for  King  James.  I  must  say  that  I  think  this  was  a  ^"'^■ 
wholesome   severity,  and  was  required  by  the  principles  on 

*  15  St.  Tr.  796.  This  jierformance  was  loudly  prnised,  —  at  least  to  Lady 
Cowper.  Slie  says  in  her  Diary  : — "  I  am  delighted  beyond  measure  to  liear 
my  I^ord's  si)eecli  (at  the  pronouncinfr  sentence)  so  commended  by  every  body, 
but  1  esteem  nobody's  commendation  like  J)r.  Clarke's,  who  says  '^/,s-  super- 
littiveli/  goo'/,  mifl  thiit  if  is  impossihle  to  add  or  diminish  one  letter  tntliont  hurting 
it."  Horace  Walpole  tlius  amusin<f]y  alludes  to  the  recollection  of  I,ord 
Cowper's  eloquence  on  this  occaMon  : — "  After  the  second  Scotch  rebellion  Lord 
Ilardwicke  presided  at  the  trial  of  the  rebel  Lords.  Somebody  said  to  Sir 
Chnrles  Wyndiiam,  '  Oh,  you  don't  think  I^ord  Ilardwicke's  speecli  fjood,  be- 
cause you  heard  Lord  Cowper's.'  '  No,' he  replied,  'but  1  do  think  it  tolerable 
betruise  I  heard  Serjeant  Skinner's.'" 

t  I  have  often  been  tickled  by  George  I.'s  (juaint  saying  wlieli  he  Iieard  how- 
Lord  Nithisdale  had  escaped: — "  It  was  the  very  best  tiling  a  man  in  his  con- 
dition could  have  done  !"  'I'iie  entry  in  Lady  Cowper's  Diaiy  is  very  aniial)le  : 
• —  "  It's  confirmed  that  Lord  Nithisdale  is  escaped.  1  hojie  he'll  get  clear  off'. 
I  never  was  better  pleased  at  any  thing  in  my  life,  and  1  believe  every  body  is 
the  samr." 
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March  1 5. 
1716. 
Trial  of 
Lord 
Winton. 


"  Cowper 
Justice." 


which  penal  infliction  is  to  be  justified.  The  power  and  eclat 
to  be  gained  by  a  successful  attempt  to  overturn  an  esta- 
blished government,  hold  out  a  temptation  which  must  be 
counterbalanced  by  the  terrific  consequences  of  failure,  and 
Gibbon  has  justly  observed,  "  the  rebel  who  bravely  ventures 
has  justly  forfeited  his  life."  * 

The  Earl  of  Winton  having  pleaded  not  guilty,  his  trial 
came  on  shortly  after,  before  the  Peers  in  Westminster  Hall, 
Lord  Cowper  again  acting  as  Lord  High  Steward.  He  thus 
addressed  the  noble  prisoner  when  first  placed  at  the  bar: 
"  Your  Lordship  may  be  assured  that  justice  will  be  admi- 
nistered to  you,  attended  not  only  with  that  common  degree 
of  compassion  which  humanity  itself  prompts  for  persons  in 
your  condition,  but  also  with  that  extraordinary  concern  for 
you  which  naturally  flows  from  a  parity  of  circumstances 
common  to  yourself  and  to  them  who  judge  you.  On  the 
other  hand,  you  must  not  hope  that,  if  you  shall  be  clearly 
proved  guilty,  their  Lordships,  being  under  the  strongest 
obligations  to  do  right  that  can  be  laid  on  noble  minds,  (I 
mean  that  of  their  "  honour ^''^  will  not  break  through  all  the 
difl&culties  unmerited  pity  may  put  in  their  way  to  do  perfect 
justice  between  your  Lordship  and  the  public." 

Lord  Winton  was  a  sort  of  half-witted  person,  with  a  con- 
siderable share  of  shrewdness  and  cunning,  who  hoped  by 
delays  and  accidents  to  save  his  life.  The  Commons  made  out 
a  very  clear  case  against  him,  by  proving  that  he  had  raised 
and  commanded  a  regiment  of  horse  fur  the  Pretender ;  that 
he  several  times  assisted  in  proclaiming  him  as  James  YIII. 
of  Scotland  and  James  III.  of  England  :  that  he  had  actually 
fought  King  George's  troops  at  Preston,  and  that  he  was 
taken  in  arms  when  that  town  surrendered.  Several  times 
he  made  frivolous  application  for  a  suspension  of  the  trial, 
on  the  ground  that  witnesses  whom  he  expected  had  not 
arrived,  and  he  wished  his  Counsel  to  be  allowed  to  address 
the  House  on  a  point  of  law,  refusing  to  tell  what  the 
point  was,  —  trying  to  create  the  semblance  of  a  grievance, 
'i'lie  Lord  High  Steward  long  kept  his  temper,  but  at  last 
overruled  a  fi'csh   application  for  an  adjournment  with  some 

•    Dccliiii.'  and  Fall,  vol,  xii.  p.  212.  - 
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impatience  and  harshness.  Winton  having  gained  his  ob-  CHAP, 
ject,  eagerly  exclaimed,  "  I  hope,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  to  have 
what  in  my  country  we  call  CowPER  Justice  —  that  is,  to 
hang  a  man  first  and  to  try  him  afterwards^  *  Lord  Cowper 
very  prudently  took  no  notice  of  this  sally,  although  for  a 
short  space  it  discomposed  the  gravity  of  the  assembly  ;  — 
and  the  trial  proceeded.  But  such  is  the  effect  of  party- 
spirit  and  of  public  envy,  that  the  expression  was  kept  alive 
as  long  as  this  great  man  lived ;  and  when  it  was  desired  to 
question  any  of  his  legal  positions  there  was  a  cry  of  "  Cow- 
per Justice V  or  "  Coivper  hawV 

The  supposed  murderer  of  the  fair  Quakeress,  now 
M.P.  for  Truro,  replied  on  behalf  of  the  Commons,  and 
showed  that  the  trial  had  been  conducted  with  fairness 
and  kindness  towards  the  prisoner.  All  the  Lords  present 
agreed  in  an  unanimous  verdict  of  guilty.  A  motion  was 
then  made  in  arrest  of  judgment,  and  argued  by  counsel  f, 
but  properly  overruled,  and  the  Lord  High  Steward  pro- 
nounced sentence  of  death  upon  the  prisoner,  compliment- 
ing and  comforting  him  by  these  concluding  words  :  "  Being 
a  Protestant,  you  are  likely  to  become  a  sincere  penitent  for 
having  engaged  in  a  design  that,  had  it  taken  effect,  must 
have  destroyed  the  holy  religion  you  profess."  The  prisoner 
was  sent  back  to  the  Tower,  but  (probably  with  the  conniv- 
ance of  the  government)  he  contrived  to  escape  before  the 
day  fixed  for  his  execution. 

*  15  St.  Tr.  847.  This  expression  lias  been  familiar  to  me  from  in- 
fancy, liaving  been  born  in  the  town  wlierc  this  llliadamanthean  procedure 
"  casti'i;atque  auditijiie  dolos,"  is  supposed  to  have  jirevailed.  My  jiresent 
country  residence  is  in  tlie  immediate  neighbourhood  of  another  town  in  Scotland, 
likewise  famous  for  a  peculiar  mode  of  administering  the  law.  "Jeddarfor 
"  Jedl)urgh  Justice"  is,  that  when  several  prisoners  are  jointly  ])ut  upon  their 
trial,  the  Judge,  to  save  the  time  and  trouble  necessary  for  minutely  distin- 
guishing their  several  eases,  puts  it  to  the  Jury,  "  Hang  all?  or  save  all?' 

f  Sir  ("onstantine  Phi])[)s,  who  had  been  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  in  the 
reign  of  (iueen  Anne,  and  was  now  again  practising  at  the  bar,  i)eing  counsel 
for  the  Earl  of  Winton  on  this  occasion,  was  thus  rcprimaniled  by  the  Lord 
High  Steward  for  having  liegun  to  speak  without  iJtrmission : — ••  I  am  ortlered 
by  the  Lords  to  reprimand  you.  Sir  Constanstine  Phi])ps,  for  having,  in  a  jiro- 
ceeding  of  this  nature,  j)resumed  to  be  so  forward  as  to  s)>eak  for  the  prisoner  at 
the  bar  before  a  point  of  law  w;is  first  stated  and  you  had  leave  to  speak  to  it, 
and  your  fault  is  certainly  the  greater  for  having  ])resumed  to  do  this  in  a 
matter  whith  you  cannot  hut  know  is  matter  of  fact,  and  that  the  law  is  not 
doubtful,  one  way  or  the  other,  the  fact  being  supi)osed." — l.l  St.  Tr.  875. 
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CHAP.         The  conduct  of  Lord  Cowper  with    reference  to  these 
^^^^'      trials  was,  on  the  whole,  creditable,  though  not  entirely  free 


from  blame ;  and,  to  mark  the  improvement  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  administration  of  criminal  justice,  it  should  be 
recollected  that  only  thirty  years  had  elapsed  since  Jeffreys 
had  slaughtered  his  victims  by  hundreds  at  a  time,  and  had 
made  an  aceldama  of  the  West  of  England. 
Acquittal  of       J  may  now  finish  my  view  of  Lord  Cowper  as  a  criminal 
Oxford.        Judge  with  an  account  of  the  acquittal  of  Lord  Oxford. 
The  persecuted  premier,  having  lain  above  two  years  a  pri- 
soner in  the  Tower,  at  last  presented  a  petition  to  the  House 
of  Lords,  complaining  of  the  delay.     In  consequence,  a  day 
was  fixed  for  his  trial ;  Westminster  Hall  was  fitted  up  for 
the  solemnity,  and  Lord  Cowper  was  appointed,  by  commis- 
sion under  the  Great  Seal,  to  preside  as  Lord  Higli  Steward. 
Jan.  24.  When  the  day  arrived,  the  Peers  having  assembled,  and 

Lold  Hi'ri  ^^®  King,  the  royal  family,  and  the  foreign  ministers  being 
Steward's  scatcd  round  as  spectators,  the  Commons  attending  as  pro- 
tiie  "Earl*  of  ^ccutors,  the  noble  prisoner  was  brought  from  the  Tower  and 
Oxford.  placed  at  the  bar,  the  fatal  axe  by  his  side,  the  edge  still 
turned  from  him.  When  the  articles  of  impeachment  and 
the  answers  had  been  read,  the  Lord  High  SteAvard, 
holding  his  white  wand  in  his  hand,  thus  spoke  :  "  Robert 
Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer,  it  has  been  usual, 
before  the  Commons  proceed,  to  say  something  from  this 
place  to  persons  in  your  Lordship's  present  condition  ;  partly 
by  way  of  exhortation  to  a  reasonable  confidence  in  the 
great  honour,  justice,  wisdom,  integrity,  and  candour  of  their 
judges,  their  peers,  the  House  of  Lords  In  Parliament  as- 
sembled, and  partly  by  way  of  direction  to  assist  them  in 
their  behaviour  and  conduct  during  tlic  course  of  their  trial. 
But,  considering  the  many  great  offices  your  Lordship  has 
borne  in  tlie  state,  your  long  experience  and  kjiown  learning 
in  all  parllamentar}'  proceedings,  I  cannot  but  think  it  would 
seem  improper  for  me  to  be  speaking  to  your  Lordship  in 
that  matter.  Wherefore  I  proceed  merely  to  acquaint  your 
Lordship,  and  others  whom  it  may  concern,  witli  sucli  orders 
as  the  Lords  lifive  made,  wliieh  it  is  fit  shoidd  tlnis  early  be 
made  known."     He  then  stated,  tliat  on  the  articles  for  high 
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treason  counsel  could  not  be  heard,  but  that  on  the  articles     CHAP. 

CXVI, 

for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours  a  full  defence  by  counsel  ]__ 


might  be  made,  and  that,  according  to  a  recent  statute,  all 
the  witnesses  for  the  prisoner  would  be  examined  on  oath,  as 
well  as  those  for  the  prosecution. 

Mr.  Hampden  then  opened  the  first  article,  respecting  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll  had  called  his  first 
Avitness  in  support  of  it,  when  Lord  Harcourt,  the  Tory  Ex- 
chancellor  (it  is  said,  from  a  hint  given  to  him  by  Walpole, 
at  this  time  in  opposition,)  interposed,  and  said,  "that  before 
tfie  managers  proceeded  further,  he  had  a  motion  to  make." 
The  Peers  having  accordingly  withdrawn  into  their  own 
house,  he  moved  "  that  no  evidence  should  be  received  on  the 
charges  for  misdemeanour  till  the  charges  for  high  treason 
were  disposed  of."  Lord  Cowper  did  not  consider  it  con- 
sistent with  his  duties  as  Lord  Steward  to  take  a  part  in  the 
discussion.  The  resolution,  though  warmly  opposed  by  Lord 
Sunderland  and  other  ministerialists,  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority of  88  to  56.  It  is  censured  by  a  great  constitutional 
authority*,  but,  I  must  say,  I  think  it  was  very  reasonable. 
The  Conunons  T)roposed  to  proceed,  on  the  same  trial,  for   Qu.-pre, 

,„  ,1  .  ,  .    ,  1    wliether  the 

some    oiicuccs   charged  as   amountmg   to    high  treason,  ana  Commons 
for    others,   arisinii:    out    of    entirely   different    transactions,  have  a  right 
admitted  to  be   only   misdemeanours.       Besides    the   disad-  a  peer  being 
vantafTe  under  Avhich  the  prisoner  was  ])laccd  by  the  lenc^th  ♦''^'l  •'>' *''e 

n  1  i.  J  i^  ^      i/orns  at 

ot*  the    inquiry,  and  his  attention,  and  the  attention  of  his  the  same 
judges,  being  distracted  by  such  a  diversity  of  unconnected  tr'"|^o,"^,„„i 
facts,  it  seems  enough  to  say  that  the   trial  ought  to   have  misde- 
boon  conducteil    on    the  ditiercnt    cliargcs    m  a    totally   dit- 
ferent  manner,  not  only   as  to  form,  —  as  the  accused  peer 
standing  outside  the  bar  or    sitting  within    it,  —  but  as  to 
substance,  —  as  being   allowed  or  forbidden  tlie  as^istanoo  of" 
counsel  to  cross-examine  witnesses  and   to  speak   upon    the 
]ncrils.      The  resolution  was  warmly  resisted    l)v  the  Com-   Quarrel  be- 

..."  .      ,      .'  ...  tweeii  tlic 

nions.  who  pronounced  it  an  infruigcuiont  ot    thou"  ])nviloges,   two 
and  rofuscil  to  roin})ly  with  it.      Sovoral  iiu'ssagos  and  con-    Hoi'-^-^- 
fcrcMiccs    upon    tlic    subject    Ix'lwecu    the    two    llou-cs    only 

•     Iliill.    Coust.    I  list.  Mil.   iii.   p.  ;!1:!. 
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CHAP,  served  to  widen  the  breach.  The  Lords  peremptorily  named 
^^^''  another  day  for  the  trial  to  proceed  on  the  principle  which 
they  had  laid  down,  and  the  Commons  resolved  that,  "  being 
so  ill  used,  and  justice  being  denied  to  the  nation,  they  would 
Oxford  abandon  the  prosecution."  When  the  day  arrived,  procla- 
a-quitted.  n^j^tiou  was  madc  for  "  the  Commons  to  appear  and  make 
good  their  charge  against  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl 
Mortimer  ; "  and  no  prosecutor  appearing,  he  was  acquitted. 
The  Lord  High  Steward  then  broke  his  staff,  and  the  in- 
tended victim,  having  by  the  harsh  treatment  he  had  experi- 
enced almost  recovered  the  popularity  he  enjoyed  when  his  life 
had  been  attempted  by  Guiscard,  was  conducted  home  by  his 
friends  who  had  contrived  the  quarrel  between  the  two 
Houses,  amidst  the  shouts  of  the  population  of  London.  * 
Although  this  impeacluuent  may  be  palliated  in  respect  of 
the  violence  of  the  Tories  during  the  four  last  years  of  Queen 
Anne,  and  of  the  cry  for  vengeance  raised  not  only  by  the 
vulgar  retainers  of  the  Whig  party  but  by  such  a  veteran  as 
Marlborough,  and  by  such  an  aspiring  youth  as  Lord  Stan- 
hope of  Shelford  (afterwards  the  celebrated  Earl  of  Chester- 
field), it  must  be  allowed  to  reflect  considerable  discredit 
upon  Lord  Cowper,  with  whose  sanction  it  was  commenced, 
and  under  whose  auspices  it  was  conducted.  He  ought 
l)oldly  to  have  declared  in  the  cabinet,  and,  if  necessary,  in 
his  place  in  parliament,  at  the  risk  of  losing  liis  office  and 
disobliging  liis  friends,  tliat  there  was  no  pretence  for  charg- 
ing the  Earl  of  Oxford  with  high  treason,  and  tliat,  whether 
the  treaty  of  Uti'echt  was  wise  or  foolish,  there  was  no  suf- 
ficient ground  for  prosecuting,  as  a  criminal,  the  prime  mi- 
nister who  had  negotiated  it,  believing  it  for  the  public  good. 
The  impeachment  was  not  only  unjust  but  impolitic,  for  it 
(^aur^ed  a  strong  reaction  for  the  Tory  leader,  which,  witli 
liealth  and  favourable  chances,  miglit  have  restored  him  to 
power,  t    Tlie  High  Steward's  personal  demeanour  towards  his 

*    I.-;  St.  'I'r.  1 0U;—1  ][)'>.    7  I'arl.  Hist.  74—215.  491— -lys. 

t  If  Oxlonl  liiil  not  icc'over  tlio  'rrcasiiroi's  staff,  this  ])iosi'ciiti(»n  at  al' 
iviMits  sL'curod  linn  the  nohlc  tribute  of"  apijiaiise  from  the  muse  of  l'o]ie,  which 
oui;;ht  to  liave  j;ratifle(l  him  more:  — 

"  And  '^ure  if  auuht  belou-  the  seals  divine 
(an  toueli  immortals,  'tis  a  soul  like  thine; 
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old  opponent  in  all  these  proceedings  was  allowed    to  be     CHAP. 

liberal  and  courteous,  —  although  it  was  little  foreseen  that  '_ 

before  they  died  they  would  be  sitting  on  the  same  oppo- 
sition bench,  dividing  together  in  the  same  minorities,  and 
signing  the  same  protests. 

A  little  before  this  the  country  was  agitated  by  a  measure  Passing  of 
the  responsibility  of  which,  in  a  constitutional  point  of  view,  tht- ^ptcn- 
rested  entirely  on  Lord  Cowper,  for  although  Lord  Somers  is 
said  to  have  brightened  up  as  it  was  passing  through  parlia- 
ment, and  to  have  approved  of  it,  he  was  not  in  a  situation  to 
be  consulted  when  it  was  first  brought  forward — the  Septen- 
nial Act.  It  was  in  the  House  of  Lords  that  the  battle 
was  to  be  fought ;  for  little  opposition  was  anticipated  among 
the  representatives  of  the  people  to  a  proposal  that  they  should 
sit  on  for  seven  years,  having  bought  their  scats  for  three 
years, —  or  been  elected  after  an  expensive  contest,  likely  soon 
to  recur.  To  lessen  the  indelicacy  of  the  trustees  by  their 
own  authority  extending  the  term  of  their  trust,  the  bill  was 
launched  in  the  L"j)per  House,  and  there  it  was  opposed  not 
only  by  the  great  body  of  the  Tories,  but  by  T>ord  Parker, 
afterwards  Earl  of  Macclesfield  and  Chancellor,  and  by 
several  others  who  had  always  supported  liberal  principles.* 
Lord  Cowper  seems  to  have  made  a  masterly  speech  on  the 
other  side,  but  we  have  no  particulars  of  it  beyond  that  "  he 
gave  a  genuine  account  of  the  Triennial  Act,  and  by  what 
means  it  was  obtained,  and  vindicated  the  government  as  to 
the  present  dissatisfaction."  After  a  protracted  opposition, 
and  furious  protests,  the  bill  passed  the  Lords,  and,  as  had 
])vvn  foreseen,  It  was  received  with  great  favour  by  the 
Commons.  If  It  had  ap})lled  only  to  future  parliaments,  the 
question  would  fairly  have  arisen,  whether  three  or  seven 
years  l)e  the  better  term  for  the  duration  of  ])arll;uiients  ;  but 


.\  soul  sii])rcim.'  in  each  liard  iiistiiuc  tiitd; 
AlK)ve  all  pain,  all  passion,  and  all  piidi', 
Tiic  iMjjje  (if  power,  tlic  l)last  of  public  Incath, 
The  lust  of  lucre,  and  the  diead  of  death." 

'  'I'lu'  best  speech  airainst  the  Bill  is  i)y  Lord  (liief  .Iiislice  Trevor,  who 
says,  "  If  this  House  of  Coninious  continued  theuiseUes  l)ey()nii  the  time  for 
wlTu'h  tlu'y  were  chosen,  they  were  no  more  the  representatives  of  the  pcojilc, 
hut  a  liduse  of  their  own  niakinjr."  —  7   I'ail.   Ilist.   -I'S. 
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CHAP,     wlien  it  was  to  prolong  the  existence  of  the  actual  parliament 
'  beyond  the  period  for  which  tlie  members  of  the  House  of 

Commons  were  elected  to  represent  the  people,  little  I  think 
can  be  urged  for  it,  except  necessity — the  tyrant's  plea,  or, 
in  milder  language,  "  the  safety  of  the  state."  "  Nothing," 
says  Mr.  Hallam,  "  can  be  more  extravagant  that  Avhat  is 
sometimes  confidently  pretended  by  the  ignorant,  that  the 
legislature  exceeded  its  rights  by  this  enactment,  or  if  that 
cannot  legally  be  advanced,  that  it  at  least  violated  the  trust 
of  the  people,  and  broke  in  upon  the  ancient  constitution."  * 
There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  legal  power  of  the  legislature 
to  pass  the  Septennial  Act,  but  I  do  think  that  it  was  a 
violation  of  the  trust  confided  by  the  people  to  their  repre- 
sentatives. According  to  ancient  constitutional  practice,  there 
Avere  frequent  renewals  of  parliaments,  and  the  continuation 
of  the  sittings  of  the  same  parliament  for  seventeen  or  eigh- 
teen years  was  an  unconstitutional  innovation.  The  repeal 
of  the  Triennial  Act,  that  parliaments  might  last  for  seven 
years,  cannot  be  considered  a  restoration  of  the  old  constitu- 
tion, and  this  defence  would  have  been  equally  strong  if  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons  had  enacted  that  they 
should  hold  their  seats  durino-  the  life  of  the  reiorninir 
sovereign.  —  However,  when  we  see  the  names  of  those  wlio 
supported  the  Septennial  Act,  framed  as  it  was  to  prolong  the 
parliament  which  passed  it,  I  by  no  means  presume  to  con- 
demn the  measure,  although  I  cannot  concur  in  the  arguments 
by  which  it  is  defended.  As  a  coup  cVetat  it  may  be  justifiable. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  there  then  existed  ia  the  country  the 
"  dissatisfalrtiou"  to  which  Lord  Cowper  refers;  that  the 
necessary  severity  exercised  in  suppressing  the  rebellion  had 
cast  much  odium  on  the  government ;  tliat  the  classes  wlio 
were  siiffering  ascribed  all  the  evils  they  had  to  struggle 
witli  to  tlie  King  and  his  ministers;  and  that  all  classes 
wore  disposed  to  forget  the  dangers  from  which  they 
had  l)een  (Iclivcrcd.  If  a  dissolution  of  ]xu'liameut  liad 
sp(!f'(lily  t;ikc'ii  place,  a  Jacobite  House  of  Conunons  would 
very  prolcibly  linve  l)ecn  returned,  and  there  niiglit  have  been 
anotlirr  '*  Ivcstoratlon,"  to  be  followed  bv  nurifluM"  "  ivovolu- 

*      Coll-.t.      I.'jst.     ili.     ,>l'i. 
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tion  :  "  —  whereas  the  nation  was  blest  with  a  lono;  course  of  ^^  A  P. 

.  .                   .  cxvi. 

tranquillity  and  happiness.  ^ 


A  charge  was   now  brought   forward  against  the  Chan-  Charge 

cellor,    which    most    of   his    successors    have    had   to    en-  ^S**'"*); 

Lord  Cow- 
counter  —  of  improperly  dealing  with  the  appointment  and  per  respect- 
dismissal  of  magistrates.     We  have  his  own  vindication  on  *"?  \  ^  "''' 

o  pointment 

this  subject  preserved  in  the  draught  of  a  memorial  to  his  of  magis- 
Majesty,  to  prove  that  he  had  done  enough  for  the  present 
establishment  in  the  management  of  the  commissions  of  the 
peace,  as  Avell  as  that  he  had  not  abused  his  power  by  op- 
pressing the  other  side.  This  he  inclosed  to  Lady  Cowper, 
that  she  might  translate  it  into  French,  and  render  it  intel- 
ligible to  his  Majesty  :  — 

"  Having  reason  to  beleive,  y*  some,  either  fro  a  design  to  His  vindl- 
reflect  upon  my  Conduct  in  setling  y®  Com"^  of  y*^  Peace,  or  '^''*^"'"* 
for  want  of  being  throughly  informed  of  that  mater,  have 
represented  to  y''  M.  that  those  Com"*  have  not  yet  been 
adjusted  so  much  for  y'"  M*  service  as  they  might  have  been : 
I  beg  leave  to  lay  bef  y""  M.  my  apology  in  that  ptic"",  w*^''  I 
think  will  be  best  done  in  a  true  and  clear  state  of  that  whole 
affair ;  that  may  serve  at  tlie  same  time  to  give  y""  M.  so  full 
an  information,  as  will  make  it  easy  for  you  to  form  a  riglit 
judgment  on  that  subject  on  all  future  occasions. 

"  Antiently  ther  were  but  a  few  Just,  of  y'^  Peace  in  cacli 
County,  in  comparison  of  y*^  great  numbers  ther  now  are,  and 
have  been  for  some  considerable  time  past ;  and  this  cncrease 
of  their  nubcrs  has  given  occasion  to  an  abuse  yet  growing 
(viz.)  y*  many  of  y*^  Country  Gent,  affect  to  be  in  y''  Coin" 
(as  y''  M.  Privy  Council  arc)  merely  titular,  to  enjoy  tlic 
credit  and  title  in  their  Country  without  giving  tlienisclvcs 
y^'  trouble  of  doing  y*"  Duty;  w*^''  is  very  cxtensiv  ;  contoyns 
allmost  y*^  execution  of  all  Penal  Laws  (except  y"^  last  try  all 
and  judgm'  in  Capital  Cases)  and  y*^  whole  Polict;  of  y"^ 
Kingdo,  (such  as  it  is):  for  which  they  have  no  Salary  or 
profits,  besides  a  few  small  fees  scarce  suiHcient  to  keep  a 
Clerk. 

"  They  are  authorized  by  y'"  ]\1^  Com",  and  that  during 
])leasure  only,  and  in  notionof  Law  ari'  put  in  and  out  hy  virtue 
of  v'"  Koval  er»niand  onlv  (as  all  other  oflieers  ol'  v''  M.  are  ^ 
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CHAP,  though  in  fact  and  according  to  y®  Practise  of  many  years 
past,  fro  y"  great  nuber  of  them  before  mentiond  (w*^*^  made 
it  impracticable  to  trouble  y''  Crown  w*^  particulars)  y®  Crown 
has  left  y®  care  of  that  mater  wholy  to  y®  Ch'"'  or  Keeper  of 
y®  Gr.  Seall ;  Except  wher  the  Crown  has  been  pleasd  to  in- 
terpose by  giving  imediate  comands  to  y^  Gr.  Seall  for  placing 
in  or  displacing  any  p.ticuF  persons. 

"  There  has  been  no  difficulty  at  any  time  past  to  put  in  any 
Gentlemen  properly  recomended  as  quallfyd  and  well  affected 
to  y*  goverm*.  But  so  late  as  in  my  own  memory  of  business, 
very  few,  if  any,  were  displaced  without  cause  assign'd  and 
prov'd,  because  it  was  justly  thought  to  be  an  injurious  dis- 
grace on  any  Gentl"  in  his  Country  to  be  turn'd  out  after  He 
had  serv'd  his  King  and  Country  without  reward,  unless  for 
some  known  or  evident  reason.  And  I  have  been  present  at 
several  formal  Hearings  of  accusations  and  defences  in  order 
to  determine,  wdiether  y**  person  accus'd  should  be  turn'd  out 
of  y*^  Com"  or  not. 

"  But  as  y*^  two  partys  grew  more  and  more  set  and  violent 
against  one  another,  this  comendable  tenderness,  I  mjiy  say 
justice,  began  by  degrees  to  be  laid  aside,  and  Gentlemen  well 
qualifyd  were  put  out  of  that  Com"  without  formal  hearings, 
or  even  so  much  as  proof  ex  parte  of  any  misbehaviour  in  their 
Duty. 

"  When  I  had  y°  Honour  of  y*"  Gr.  Seall  the  first  time, 
I  cannot  accuse  myself  of  that  last  mention'd  practise,  and 
yet  by  perseverance  in  putting  in  those  Avho  wer  best  inclind  to 
y^  Pi'ot.  Succ",  and  leaving  out,  as  fast  as  I  could  discover 
them,  those  who  wer  of  too  inferiour  a  Condition,  and  taking 
all  just  advantages  of  proof  ag*  those  who  discovcrd  a  dis- 
affection to  y*^  true  interest  of  their  Country,  I  can  truly  say, 
y*^  Com"*  of  tlie  Peace  wer  at  my  surrcndring  y"  Seall,  in  a 
very  good  state,  w^'^  a  sufficient  balance  in  favour  of  y° 
honest  interests. 

"  Since  which  time,  during  y"^  remainder  of  her  late  jNIaj^'* 
reign,  I  must  admitt  some  honest  and  well  qualifyd  Gentl" 
wer  turnd  out  with(jut  any  just  objection  provd  ag'  them 
(but  not  many  as  1  can  be  iiifornid)  and  many  of  y*"  Tory  and 
even  Jacobite  party  wer  poured  into  all  Com"""  of  y*"  Peace  ; 
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and  so  they  stood  at  y*"  M.*  happy  accession  to  y®  Crown.     CFIAp. 

Y*"  M.   Avell  knows  wh'^^  of  these  partys   I   sincerely  tliink 

most  consistent  w*^  your  true  Goverm* :  and  accordingly  all 
the  Comissions  of  the  Peace  being  to  be  renewed  on  y""  M's 
accession  to  y®  Crown,  I  did  as  much  as  the  hurry  of  doing 
such  a  work  all  at  once,  w^^  the  great  and  necessary  imploy- 
ment  of  my  time  in  other  parts  of  my  office  would  permit, 
turn  out  according  to  y*^  best  accounts  I  could  get,  great 
numbers  of  persons  disaffected  and  otherwise  not  well  qualifyd, 
and  put  in  all  I  could  have  Avell  recomended  as  to  y*  Estate 
and  affection  to  y®  Govm* :  and  as  to  those  who  wer  of  Estate 
and  quality  sufficient  in  their  Country,  but  were  represented 
by  y*"  M^  friends  as  of  suspected  inclinations ;  I  thought  it  for 
your  M*  interest  not  to  displace  them  on  bare  general  sus- 
picion ;  unless  they  who  sollicited  their  Removal,  would  give 
in  writing  some  pticular  instance  or  objection  to  their  Conduct, 
and  cither  prove  it  or  at  least  subscribe  to  their  knowledge  or 
beleif  of  it. 

"  This  I  requird,  not  that  y°  later  course  would  have  been 
any  defence  to  me  in  case  the  contrary  party  had  provd  strong 
enough  to  call  my  Conduct  in  question  ;  but  y'  at  least  I 
might,  by  having  recourse  to  my  Papers,  be  able  to  alledge  a 
reason  for  my  proceeding  to  any  that  should  come  to  expostu- 
lat  w*^  me,  why  this  or  tliat  person  was  removd  ;  w*^'*  is  not 
unfrequently  done. 

"  Many  that  pressd  to  remove  others  would  not  go  so  fur 
as  to  comply  w*'*  that  small  and  reasonable  request,  y*  they 
should  at  least  own  their  opinion  and  the  fact  they  went  upon, 
and  not  expect  y*  I  should  take  y**  whole  upon  mo,  of  dis- 
l)laclng  so  many  Gentlem"  (who  wer  perfect  strangers  to  me) 
without  y°  least  objection  either  within  my  own  knowledge, 
or  fro  any  credible  information  that  I  could  cite  in  my 
defence. 

"  So  y*  the  point  left  to  be  considerd  is,  if  I  should  liave  gone 
any  step  further,  and  that  might  have  been  by  displacing 
Gentle"  of  sufficient  Estate  and  otherwise  well  qualifyd,  only 
on  the  private  whispers  of  persons,  though  well  affected,  yet  so 
uncertain  or  timorous  as  nt)t  to  dare  to  own  they  had  si)  nnieh 
as  requested  it. 

B   H    4 
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CHAP.         "  I  must  confess  it  was  and  is  my  opinion  y*  so  very  partial 

'_^   and  unjust  a  proceeding  must  have  done  much  more  harm 

than  good  to  y*"  M^  govment,  and  that  the  true  way  to  mend 
y°  Com*  is  first  to  persuade  those  honest  men  to  act  who  are 
put  in  (w'^'^  not  one  in  three  of  em  does)  by  some  psons  of 
note  and  good  affection  in  each  County,  and  then  by  a  Review 
of  y®  Com*  (w*^^  is  now  in  hand)  and  such  good  men  as  may 
have  been  omitted,  and  displace  others  as  fast  as  they  shew 
any  signs  of  disaffection  to  y''  Majesty's  Gov*,  by  so  much  as 
a  neglect  of  their  Duty :  to  w*^**  y®  frequent  tumults  w*'^  are 
either  incouraged  or  neglected  by  such  magistrates  will  often 
sive  a  sufficient  handle. 

"  This  reminds  me  to  mention  another  difficulty  brought 
upon  me  in  making  alterations  any  faster ;  arising  fro  the 
before  mentioned  practise  of  affecting  to  be  in  y*'  Com"  w^'^out 
acting,  by  means  of  w'^'^  it  has  often  hapned  y*  Avher  I  have 
put  in  more  good  than  bad  have  been  turnd  out,  yet  not  so 
many  by  half  as  those  who  were  turnd  out,  have  acted  in 
their  places,  so  y*  y*  Country  have  been  in  danger  of  wanting 
a  sufficient  Number  to  do  Justice. 

"  One  general  pretence  for  not  acting  is,  y*  they  dont  care 
to  act  while  such  or  such  (perhaps  some  of  y*'  most  consider- 
able in  the  county)  are  in  :  w*^^  Humour,  if  it  be  yielded  to, 
will  makey*'  Com*  in  a  manner  Elective,  and  betray  y®  Power 
and  Dignity  of  the  Crown ;  w*^^  rather  then  give  into  I  would 
stand  a  good  dcall  of  their  reproaches  as  to  my  own  particular. 

"  Upon  y®  Whole,  S*',  if  any  Who  think  this  mater  not 
carryd  far  enough  or  fast  enough,  can  propose  to  y*"  M.  what 
steps  I  ought  to  take  any  further  than  I  have  done,  I  beg  to 
be  heard  to  such  proposal,  and  will  in  y*^  end  submit  intircly 
to  y*"  M^  Judgm*. 

"  Assuring  you  no  one  in  y'^  kingdom  hath  a  stronger  blass 
than  myself  to  do  any  thing  of  this  nature,  av*^''  may  tend  to 
Aveaken  a  set  a  men  avIio  Avill  never  be  cordial  friends  to  your 
Government:  But  Avlicr  my  judg*  convinces  me  y*  any  thing 
I  have  v^  greatest  inclination  to  do  (if  I  Avas  to  consult  that 
only)  Avould  yet  be  injurious  to  or  discredit  y*'  ]\P  aduiinis- 
ti'ation :  I  make  my  own  passions  or  pjudices  submit  to  that 
great  end,  y'"  Majesty's  safety  and  y'^"  public  good;  as  I  do 
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SO  myself,  so  I  heartily  hope  and  pray  y*  every  one  in  any     CHAP. 
degree  of  power  may  constantly  follow  the  same  rule. 

"  Since  my  writing  y®  account  above  mentioned,  the  motion 
made  by  y®  Torys,  and  rejected  in  y^  H.  of  Comons,  '  That 
a  list  might  be  layd  before  the  House  of  y'^  names  of  all  such 
as  had  been  put  out  of  the  Comiss"  of  y^  Peace  since  y*"  M^ 
accession  to  the  Crown,'  shews,  that  at  y®  same  time  y*^ 
Whigs  complain  y*  alterations  have  been  too  few,  y®  Toi-ys 
are  of  opinion  that  so  many  have  been  removd  as  could  well 
be  justifyd,  if  they  might  appear  before  the  House  at  one 
View. 

"  My  Dear, 
"  Above  is  y®  postscript,  w*^**  I  hope  may  be  quickly  turnd 
into  Fr.  and  added ;   I  am  glad  to  hear  you  are  pretty  well, 
and  upon  tryal  I  thank  God  I  find  myself  so  too. 

"  D"-  Eogue 
"  Ever  and  altogctlier 

"  Y'^  C.  C. 
"  G  CI.  afternoon,  going  to  Cockpit."* 

The  King  was  satisfied  by  this  explanation,  and  the 
threatened  proceedings  in  parliament  against  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor were  dropped. 

The  only  other  debate  in  which  we  have  any  account  of  Factious 
Lord  Cowper  taking  a  part  while  he  licld  the  Great  Seal  was  IouI^'m". 
that  in  February,   1718,  on  the  jNlutiny  Bill ;  and  here  lie  t'"iy  Bill. 
a[)pcars,  I  think,  to  very  great  advantage.      It  was  proposed 
to  kcc})  up  a  force  of  16,000  men  for  the  whole  kingdom,  and 
that  for  any  military  oftcnces  which  they  might  counnit   they 
should  be  tried  by  a  court-martial.      With  a  view  of  cml)av- 
rassing    the    government   there  was    a    most    heterogeneous 
opposition  to  the  bill  led  l)y  an  ex-prcniler,  the  Karl  of  Ox- 
lord,  who  now  spoke  for  the  first  time  since  his  release  from 
the  Tower,  and  declared  "that  as  long  as  hv  had  breath  in 
his  body  he  would  speak  for  the  liberties  of  the  country  ;   that 
such  a  Ibrcc  was  wholly  useless  in  the  time  of  profound  peace  ; 

"'   'I'liis  iioti.'  is  atUlressL'd  '•  To  inv  Dcsir  Palatluc." 
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CHAP,     that  tlie  proposal  could  not  but  raise  apprehensions  that  some- 
tiling  was  intended  against  our  happy  constitution ;  and  that 


trial  by  a  court-martial  was  inconsistent  with  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  Englishmen."  The  Duke  of  Argyle,  an  Ex- 
commander- in-chief,  contended,  and  tried  to  prove,  by  various 
instances  drawn  from  the  history  of  Great  Britain,  that  a 
standing  army  in  time  of  peace  was  ever  fatal,  either  to  the 
Prince  or  to  the  nation.  And  Lord  Harcourt,  an  Ex-chan- 
cellor, insisted  that  this  bill,  constituting  military  tribunals 
without  appeal,  was  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  peerage, 
it  being  a  branch  of  their  Lordship's  prerogative  to  be  the 
supreme  court  of  judicature  in  all  cases,  civil  and  criminal, 
and  that  the  enactment  enabling  the  King  to  establish  courts- 
martial,  with  power  to  try  and  determine  any  offences 
specified  in  the  articles  of  war,  unconstitutionally  vested  a 
sole  legislative  power  in  the  Crown,  Avhich  Avas  communicated 
and  delegated  to  a  council  of  war. 
Able  de-  Lord  Cowper  leaving  the  woolsack,  made  a  speech  which, 

fence  ot  the  f^.Qj^^  i\^q  slight   skctch  wc  liavc   of  it,  appears  to  have  been 

bill  l-y  .  .      ^  ^ 

Lord  Cow-    comprehensive  and  masterly.     He   said,  that   "he  had  ma- 
^^^'  turcly  considered  the  affair  now  in  agitation,  not  as  a  person 

in  a  public  station,  but  as  a  private  unprejudiced  man,  and 
that  he  was  convinced  in  judgment  and  conscience  that  it  was 
necessary,  both  for  the  support  of  the  present  happy  establish- 
ment and  the  security  of  the  nation,  to  keep  up  the  force  now 
on  foot;  he  was  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  considering 
what  thoughts  the  Pretender  and  his  friends  [we  may  suppose 
that  he  here  fixed  his  eyes  on  Lord  Harcourt]  had  of  this 
matter,  and  reflecting  that  they  have  nothing  more  at  heart 
than  to  procure  the  disbanding  of  those  forces  that  have  sup- 
pressed the  late  7ui?iat ural  *  llehcWion;  he  doubted  not  but 
the  whole  nobility  that  made  up  that  august  assembly  [here 
there;  must  have  been  a  little  ironical  curl  of  his  lip]  was 
inviolably  attached  to  his  Majesty  King  George  ;  his  Majesty 
certainly  had  the  best  part  of  the  landed,  and  all  the  trading 

*  I  never  could  understand  how  this  ei)ithet  came  to  be  constantly  aj)])lied 
to  tlie  Rebellions  of  1715  and  1715.  They  might  be,  and  1  think  they  were, 
ivic/icil  and  foolish,  but  there  seems  nothing  nnnaturul  in  an  attemi)t  to  drive 
aw.iy  foriign  rulers,  and  to  recall  our  native  itrinces. 
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interest ;  as  to  the  Clergy  he  would  say  nothing  —  but  it  was  CHAP, 
notorious  that  the  majority  of  the  populace  had  been  poisoned, 
and  that  the  poison  was  not  yet  quite  expelled  ;  the  dangers 
which  seemed  to  proceed  from  the  army  were  chimerical, 
Avhereas  the  dangers  with  which  the  nation  was  threatened 
from  the  Pretender  and  his  friends,  in  case  there  were  no 
army  to  oppose  them,  were  real,  and  the  mischief  that  might 
ensue  upon  the  success  of  their  designs  irreparable ;  if  there 
had  been  such  a  small  standing  force  as  it  was  now  wished  to 
maintain,  timely  to  suppress  the  tumult  and  riots  Avhich  were 
raised  on  his  Majesty's  accession  to  the  throne,  in  all  proba- 
bility there  had  been  no  open  rebellion,  and  the  salutary 
restraint  Avas  really  for  the  safety  and  advantage  of  those 
who  exclaimed  against  it ;  in  his  opinion,  Magna  Charta 
Avas  entirely  foreign  to  the  present  debate ;  they  were  now 
to  consider  how  the  Protestant  succession  Avas  to  be  supported 
against  vigilant,  bold,  and  restless  enemies,  and  they  had  the 
more  reason  to  be  on  their  guard  as  the  advices  from 
Scotland  told  that  sedition  and  rebellion  Avcre  again  trumpeted 
forth  from  the  pulpits  In  that  country  ;  as  to  the  courts-mar- 
tial, they  Avcre  only  to  be  for  the  trial  of  offences  of  Avhich 
connnon  law  Judges  and  Juries  Avere  Avholly  incompetent  to 
determine  upon  ;  objecting  to  them  Avas  oVyectIng  to  a  military 
force,  AvhIch,  Avithout  them,  could  not  be  kept  in  a  state  of 
discipline  ;  and  tlie  argument,  that  they  invaded  the  riglits  of 
the  peerage,  Avas  not  less  ridiculous  tlian  It  Avould  be  to  con- 
tend that  shoothio-  a  nuitlncer,  or  a  coward  in  the  foce  <^f  an 
enemy,  Avould  be  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  their  Lord- 
ship's house."  I  hope  "  he  resumed  the  Avoolsack,  ainid.st 
loud  and  long-continued  cheers."  The  bill  })assed,  but 
only  l)y  a  majority  of  91  to  77,  and  a  furious  protest  against 
it  was  signed  by  many  Lords,  both  spiritual  and  tempond.* 

•   7  Pari.  Mist.  5:]S— 5-18. 
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CHAPTER  ex VII. 


CONCLUSION    OF    THE    LIFE    OF   LORD    COWPER. 


CHAP. 
CXVII. 

Resigna- 
tion of 
Lord  Cow- 
pt«r. 


Within  two  months  after  delivering  this  great  speech,  which 
must  have  been  so  satisfactory  to  the  King  and  his  ministers, 
Lord  Cowper  ceased  to  be  Chancellor.  The  cause  of  his 
resignation  has  been  considered  a  mystery.  Addison  gave 
up  at  the  same  time  the  post  of  Secretary  of  State,  but  this 
was  from  real  ill  health,  and  a  consciousness  of  official  inca- 
pacity. There  were  other  partial  changes  in  the  cabinet,  — 
none  of  them  indicating  any  change  in  the  policy  of  the  go- 
vernment. We  do  not  know  of  any  personal  difference 
which  Lord  Cowper  had  with  Sunderland,  Stanhope,  or  any 
of  his  colleages.  "  Growing  infirmity,"  as  usual  on  such 
occasions,  was  talked  of,  but  he  had  been  hitherto  able  satis- 
factorily to  perform  all  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  he  con- 
tinued after  his  retirement  to  show  unabated  vigour  of  body 
and  elasticity  of  mind.  Tindal  says,  "  though  it  had  been 
reported  some  months  that  he  desired  to  retire,  yet  his  resign- 
ing his  employment  at  that  juncture  was  a  great  surprise  to 
the  public,  and  no  small  grief  to  all  unprejudiced  pei'sons."  * 
In  a  lively  little  sketch  of  his  career,  published  in  the  "  His- 
torical Register,"  immediately  after  his  death,  it  is  said  :  — 
"  The  great  fatigues  he  had  undergone  having  very  nuich 
impaired  his  health,  he  had  some  time  before  entertained 
thoufjhts  of  a  retreat.  This  voluntary  resignation  was  a  o;reat 
grief  to  the  well-affi3cted,  and  to  all  dispassionate  men  of 
both  parties,  who  knew  that,  by  his  wisdom  and  moderation, 
he  had  gained  abundance  of  friends  to  the  King,  —  kept 
steady  many  wavering  minds,  —  l)rought  the  clergy  into  a 
better  temper,  and  hindered  some  hot  over-zealous  spirits 
from   running  things  to  dangerous  extremes."  f     The  public 


*    Tiiul.  ("out.   Ra]). 

f   Historical  Register,  171 
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were  called  upon  to  infer  that  he  parted  from  the  jirovernment     CHAP, 
on  friendly  terms,  by  his  submitting  to  an  elevation  in  the 
peerage. 

From  original  papers  still  preserved  in  MS.,  I  think  True  cause 
it  is  clear  that  his  resignation  or  dismissal  arose  from  the  "y^rVdbe- 
feud  in  the  royal  family,  and  the  belief  that  he  took  tween  the 
part  with  the  Prince  against  the  King.  Lady  Cowper's  tiie"pri"cc. 
position  in  the  household  was  at  first  favourable  to  her 
husband's  influence.  Having  been  the  correspondent,  she 
had  become  the  chief  confidante  of  the  Princess  of  Wales  *, 
who  (the  wife  of  George  I.  being  shut  up  in  prison  at 
Zel)  already  played  the  part  of  Queen  in  England.  On  the 
arrival  of  the  Hanoverian  mistresses,  the  most  prudish  ladies 
of  the  Court  do  not  seem  to  have  scrupled  to  visit  them,  and 
Lady  Cowper  meeting  the  King  at  Madame  Keilmansegge's 
petits  sovpers,  attracted  his  notice  by  her  sprightliness,  with- 
out any  detriment  to  her  character,  for,  indeed,  his  ]\Iajcsty 
never  showed  any  taste  for  English  beauty,  f  Inveighing 
in  her  Diary  against  the  Tory  Duchess  of  Shrewsbury,  and 
telling  scandalous  stories  of  her,  she  proceeds:  — "  Our  ac- 
quaintance was  I'cnewed  by  supping  together  at  jNIadamc 
Keilmansegge's  about  a  month  ago,  where,  speaking  of  the 
King  of  France's  eating,  she  Avas  counting  twenty  things  at 
least   upon  her  fingers  that  he  liad  cat  at  a  time,  she  was 

*  "  1  am  come  into  tlie  Court  with  a  resolution  never  to  tell  a  lie,  and  I  liope 
I  find  the  jrood  efiects  of  it,  for  she  reposes  more  confidence  in  what  I  s;iy  than 
on  any  others  upon  that  veiy  account." — l.aily  C.'s  Diary. 

I  Wiien  Lady  Cowper  was  presented  to  him  on  her  aj)poiiitmcnt  to  the  bed- 
chamher.  he  ought,  according  to  court  eti(juette  to  have  kissed  her,  although 
slie  had  before  received  this  honour  on  her  first  ])resentation  ;  but  "  he  said  live 
or  six  times,  '  Oh,  je  I'ay  vue;  elle  est  de  ma  connoissance.'  At  last  the  Duke 
of  Grafion  tolil  him  it  was  upon  my  being  made  a  huiy  of  the  bed-chamber  ;  so 
then  he  said,  '  Ouy,  je  le  feray  avec  plaisir,'  and  I  was  saluted."' 

Although  his  IVIajesty,  T  presume,  at  once  submitted  to  kiss  the  I^ady  ]\Iayor- 
ess,  there  was  a  tremendous  controversy  whether  she  was  to  be  kissed  by  the 
Princess  at  the  baiujuet  given  at  Guildtiall  on  Lord  Mayor's  day;  "  l)ut  (inceii 
Anne  not  having  kissed  her  when  she  dined  in  the  City,  my  Mistress  did  not 
do  it  either.  'S\\  \)oar  Lady  IIum))hreys  made  a  sad  figure  in  her  black  velvet, 
and  did  make  a  most  violent  '  bawling  for  her  page  to  hold  ii])  lier  train  before 
the  Princess,'  being  loth  to  lose  that  jjrivilege  of  her  mayoralty.  Put  the 
greater  jest  was,  tiiat  the  King  and  the  Princess  both  h.id  i)een  told  that  my 
liOrd  Mayor  had  borrowed  iier  for  that  day  only,  ai.d  I  had  nnich  ado  to  con- 
vince them  of  the  contrary  ;  but  at  last  they  did  ngice.  that  if  he  had  borrowed 
a  wile  it  would  have  been  another  sort  of  one  than  she  was." — J,ii:li/  C.'x  7)!iiri/. 
'i'lie  Lady  INIayoress  is  said,  when  dinner  was  announced,  to  have  roared  out  to 
aiKither  l><'!gc,  "  Dox,  c.irry  ii;v  hinh>t  ''  —  pe:li:;p^  meaning  her  hi  uij'ul. 
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CHAP,  saying,  Sire,  il  mange  ceci  et  cela,  and  counting  over  a 
■  number  of  things.  Upon  which  I  said  to  the  King,  *  Sire, 
Madame  hi  Duchesse  oublie  qu'il  a  bien  plus  mange  que 
cela.'  '  Qu'est-ce  qu'il  a  mange  done  ?'  said  the  King.  '  Sire,' 
repondis-je,  '  il  a  mange  son  peuple,  et  si  le  bon  Dieu  n'avoit 
pas  conduit  votre  Majeste  au  Trone  dans  le  moment  qu'il  a 
fait,  il  nous  auroit  mange  aussi.'  Upon  which  the  King 
turned  towards  the  Duchess  and  said,  '  Entendez-vous, 
Madame,  ce  qu'elle  dit  ? '  and  he  did  me  the  honour  to  repeat 
this  to  several  people  which  did  not  at  all  strengthen  my 
interest  with  her  grace."  —  But  from  the  time  when  the 
enmity  of  the  father  against  the  son  began,  the  connection 
between  Lady  Cowper  and  the  Princess  threw  a  suspicion 
on  the  Chancellor,  and  the  Hanoverian  party  were  desirous 
of  turning  him  out  to  make  room  for  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Parker,  who  had  been  getting  possession  of  the  royal  ear, 
and  who,  it  was  expected,  would  be  more  acconmiodating  in 
passing  grants  under  the  Great  Seal. 

The  following   extracts  from   Lady  Cowper's  Diary  will 

throw  great  light  on  these  intrigues :  — 

Extracts  As  early  as  Octobcr,   1715,  she  says,  "  They  had  done  a 

Cowper's"     world  of  tilings  to   force  Lord  Cowper  to  quit,   who   was 

Diary,  their  superior  in  every  thing,  because  thev  were  afraid  of  his 

showinjrin-  i      i    •        i       t         v  -i  i-     t       "^i  •    •       i  i  i 

trignes  in      honcsty  and  plam  deahng.'  ..."  xMy  Lord  was  visited  by  the 
the  Court      Dukc  of  Somerset,  w)io  repeated  all  the  conversation  he  had 

against 

inm.  with  Lord  Townsliend  upon  his  dismission.     Lord  Towns- 

hend  came  to  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  and  with  a  sorrowful 
air,  told  him  he  was  sorry  to  tell  him  that  the  King  had  sent 
him  to  tell  his  Grace  that  he  had  no  further  occasion  for  his 
services.  The  Duke  of  Somerset  said,  '  Praij,  iiuj  Lord,  what 
is  the  rcnsoii  of  it?  '     Lord  Townsliend  answers,   ^  lie  did  not 

know.''     '  Then,''  says  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  '  Inj  G ,  mi/ 

Lord,  you  lie  ;  you  hnorr  that  the  Kincj  jnits  vie  out  for  no 
other  cause  hut  for  the  lies  which  you,  and  such  as  you,  have 
iitvented,  and  told  of  me.''  Lord  Cowper  had  advised  the 
Cabinet  Council  against  this  step,  so  they  did  not  acciuaint 
liiin  with  it  when  it  was  done.'".  .  ."My  Lord  fell  ill  again  llu; 
Saturday  iulluwing,  and  continued  so  a  great  while,  which 
(jccasioned   a  rcj)ort    that   he   was    going    out   of   his   place. 
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Some  said  he  had  not  health  to  keep  In  ;  others,  more  truly,     chap. 

•  •  •         ("XVII 

said  the  Lords  of  the  Cabinet  Council  were  jealous  of  his 
great  reputation,  and  had  a  mind  to  have  him  out,  so  were 
resolved  to  weary  him  out  of  it,  which  last  was  very  true, 
for  they  had  resolved  among  themselves,  without  acquainting 
Baron  Bemstorif  with  it,  to  put  my  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Parker  into  his  place.".  .  .  "  I  kept  house  all  this  time,  and 
saw  nobody,  and  had  enough  to  do  to  keep  my  Lord  Keeper 
from  giving  up,  and  I'm  sure  the  disputes  and  arguments  we 
had  upon  that  subject  were  wholly  the  occasion  of  his  staying 
in,  and  it  was  at  least  three  weeks  before  I  could  prevail. 
The  month  ending  with  the  solemnisation  of  the  Prince's 
birthday,  which  should  have  been  solemnised  the  30th  if  it 
had  not  been  Sunday,  I  went  privately  to  wish  them  joy,  my 
Lord  being  very  ill ;  so  I  saw  them  alone  in  the  bed- 
chamber. The  Prince  asked  me  what  Lord  Cowper  said  to 
the  Duke  of  Somerset's  being  put  out  ?  I  said,  '  he  knew 
nothing  of  it.'  He  said,  '  No  more  did  I,  for  I  opposed  it 
once  10  ken  it  teas  named,  and  so  the?/  kept  it  from  me.^  I  said, 
'  tliat  was  my  Lord  Cowper's  case.^  The  Prince  said  a 
thousand  kind  things  of  my  Lord  Cowper,  and  so  did  the 
Princess,  and  tlie  Prince  bid  me  tell  him  'he  wished  he 
would  not  lay  tilings  so  much  to  heart ;  that  he  looked  upon 
him  as  an  old  courtier,  or  else  he  had  imparted  some  of  his 
experience  to  him,  which  Avas,  when  the  King  sided  with 
what  he  thought  not  right  to  endeavour  to  ])rcvcnt  it,  and 
when  he  could  not,  to  go  on  cheerfully  ;  and  tell  him  when 
I  come  to  the  King,  all  things  shall  go  to  his  mind,  and  in 
the  mean  time,  whenever  he  has  a  mind  to  take  t'other  ])ull 
on  the  Cabinet  Council,  I'm  ready  to  keep  his  back  hand.' 
The  Princess  made  as  many  expressions  as  the  Prince  had 
done  ;  but  by  some  words  the  Princess  let  (lro[),  I  per- 
ceived that  she  had  been  talked  to  by  Baron  IJcrnstorff  tor 
meddling  with  what  had  been  doing."  —  "14///  Feb.  171(5. 
The  news  was  confirmed  yesterday,  the  Pretender  is  gone. 
IMy  Lord  Cowj)er  Is  so  ill  that  he  has  a  mind  to  (piit  otHce. 
I  have  made  a  resolution  never  to  ])ross  him  nioi'c  to  ket'i)  his 
l)lace."' —  "  ]  J///.  My  Lord  mighty  ill,  and  still  had  a  mind 
to  quit  office,  1  told  him  I  would  nt'vcr  oppose  any  thing 
he   had  a  mind   to  do,   and   alter  ai'guinu'  calmly   upon    the 
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CHAP,     matter,  I  offered  liim,  if  it  would  be  any  pleasure  done  liiin, 

CXVII  ....  . 
'     to  retire  with  him  into  the  country,  and  quit  too,  and,  what 

was  more,  never  to  repine  at  doing  it,   though  it  was  the 

greatest  sacrifice  tliat  could  be  made  him.     I  believe  he  will 

accept   \L"—"16th.    My   Lord   still   ill.      Mr.  Woodford 

wishes  I  should  let  him  hint  to  old  Mr.  Craggs  that  my 

Lord  Keeper's  office  was  too  hard  for  him,  and  mention  the 

former  offer,  that,  if  my  Lord  Avas  weary,  he  miglit  be  Privy 

Seal,  and  that  my  Lord  Chief  Justice  Parker  would  come 

into  my  Lord  Cowper's  place."  — "  }7th.  My  Lord  better, 

and  not    talk    so    much    of   quitting."  — "  18^A.    My    Lord 

better,  to  my  great  joy.     No  talk  of  quitting  to-day,  though 

I  fairly  laid  it  in  his  way."  —  "  Feb.  29th.  M.  Robethon  spoke 

to  me  to  propose  to  Lord  Cowper  to  change  Chancellor  for 

President  of  the  Council.     I  have  spoke,  and  he  refuses  it, 

and  says  if  they  will  have  him  quit  he'll  do  it,  but  he  will 

not  change.     I  represented   to  M.  Kobethon  it  would  be  a 

great   difficulty    to    persuade    him   to    be   President   of   the 

Council,    not    speaking   the    French    tongue.      He    rc[)lie(l, 

*  Pray  use  all  your  art  to  yet  it  done.^     The  Princess  bade 

Mrs.  Clayton  tell  me  that  Baron  Bernstorff  had  been  Avitli 

the  Prince,  to  persuade  him   to   agree  to  make   my   Lord 

Cowper  President  of  the  Council,  but  the  Prince  absolutely 

denied  going  into  it  unless  my  Lord  Cowper  desired  it  and 

insisted  upon  it,  and  the   Princess  bade  Mrs.  Clayton   say 

that  the  ministry  should  never  draw  them  into  or  force  them 

to  give   consent   to   any  thing    that   was  against    my   Lord 

Cowper's  inclination.     I  gave  the  Princess  a  thousand  thanks, 

and  desired  a  continuation  of  her  favour,  and  said  it   was 

utterly  against  my  Lord  Cowper's  inclination,  Avho  was  ready 

to  quit  if  tliey  had  any  body  better  to  put  in  his  room,  Init 

would  never  change  that  which  he  could  acquit  himself  of 

with  honour,  for  that  which  he  could  not  perform  at  all."  — 

"■  March  3.   The  Princess  told  mo  that  Baron  BcrnstoriFtold 

her  that  minute  that  it  was  never  designed  to  remove  my 

Lord  Cowper;  that  the  change  was  meant  him  as  a  favour, 

and  that  it    was   one  of   my  Lord  Cowper's  jealousies."  — 

'• ./'////  7.   The  King  went  in  the  morning,  and  the  Prince  In 

the  coach  with  liini.      Almost  all  the  great  officers  followed, 

except  the  Clianccllor,  who  was  ol>liged  to  sit  in  the  cause 
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room  that  morning.  In  the  morning,  at  Court,  the  Princess  CHAP, 
bids  my  Lord  Cowper  come  to  the  Prince,  for  he  has  con-  ^^^^^- 
fidence  in  no  body  else." — "July  8.  My  Lord  Cowper  with  ~ 
the  Prince  almost  two  hours.  He  promises  to  hear  him 
in  every  thing.  My  Lord  Cowper  persuades  him  to  live 
well  with  all  those  he  thought  had  not  done  their  duty, 
because  it  was  for  the  good  of  the  whole.  He  promises  him 
to  do  so;  he  tells  my  Lord  Cowper  he  should  not  have 
known  what  to  have  done  without  me,  who  had  been  very 
necessary  to  him,  and  had  done  purely." — "July  10.  The 
Princess  told  me  that  the  King  had  told  her  that  the  Prince 
liad  as  ill  an  opinion  of  my  Lord  Cowper  as  the  rest.  But 
lie  added,  '  he  may  trust  him  ;  he's  a  very  honest,  disin- 
terested man ;  he  and  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  are  the  only 
two  men  I  have  found  so  in  this  kingdom.'  Mrs.  Clayton 
said  to  me  to-night  she  heard  that  Lord  Cowper  w^as  going 
to  lay  down.  I  answered,  '  he  is,  they  say,  to  be  turned 
out,  and  they  need  not  have  given  tliemselves  that  trouble ; 
if  they  had  but  hinted  to  him  that  they  were  weary  of  lilm, 
he  would  liave  laid  down  ;  they  know  he  has  done  that  once 
already,  which  is  more  than  ever  will  be  said  of  them,  and 
upon  occasion  he  can  do  it  again.  She  repeated  this  to 
the  Prince." 

The  King  used  to  send  Baron  Bothraar,  who  could  speak  Confcr- 
En<ii:lish  in  a  certain  fashion,  to  confer  with  Lord  Cowiier  '^'"''^■■*"/ 

'^        ^  _  _  _  _  ^  Lord  (  ow- 

respecting  his  differences  with  the  Prince  and  the  general  i)cr  witii 
aspect  of  affairs.*  The  Chancellor  always  expressed,  and  i;j't'|!n,ar 
very  sincerely,  the  greatest  devotion  to  the  King's  service  ; 
but  there  was  a  want  of  cordiality  between  him  and  the 
Kinc:,  and  even  between  him  and  his  colleauucs.  In  a  letter 
to  Lord  Townshcnd,  in  September  1716,  he  says,  "  Several 
of  the  long  robe  have  affected,  with  some  success,  to  let  me 
see  they  could  find  a  way  to  the  favours  of  the  Crown  with- 
out so  much  as  my  knowing  it.      This  their  })r;ietlce,  1  sin- 

•  Lord  Cowper  used  to  prepare  liiinself  for  these  coiiferoiu'es  by  previously 
writing  ilow'H  the  suhstanee  of  «  hat  lie  was  to  say  at  them.  I  hold  in  my  liaiul 
one  of  these  ijajicrs,  entitled  "  Notes  for  Confereiiee  with  Haroii  I'otlmiar,  :5Ist 
Dec'.  1716."  It  thus  begins  :  "  Not  fro  attaclmi'  to  I.'  1'.  J'lir  eoiitrary.  Not 
for  myself,  &c.      Hut  on  this  great  Crisis  on  w'''  King's  iiap.  dejiends,  ^e. " 

VOL.   IV.  C  C 


ters  to 

Lac 

per, 
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CHAP,  cerely  assure  your  Lordship,  I  never  thought  so  much 
improper  on  my  own  account,  or  from  any  taste  I  have  of 
power  and  dependance,  or  jealousy,  on  that  head,  but  purely 
from  an  apprehension  that  the  Crown  and  public  cannot  be 
so  well  served  if  the  lawyers  are  allowed  to  think  their  for- 
tunes may  be  made  without  the  Chancellor's  concurrence." 
Lord  Cow-  Some  of  his  letters  to  his  wife  at  this  period  likewise  give 
ters^o  '  ^  pretty  clear  insight  into  his  position  and  the  state  of 
Lady  Cow-  parties.  Thus,  on  the  16th  of  August,  1716,  he  says  to  her: 
"  I  beg  you  to  present  my  humble  and  sincerest  duty  to  the 
Prince  and  Princess.  I  fear  I  may  suffer  there  by  not 
being  more  at  Court ;  but  you  know  I  went  but  once  a  fort- 
night in  the  Queen's  time,  and  I  am  sure  'tis  impossible  for 
me  to  hope  to  bear  the  fatigues  of  the  season  of  public 
business  if  the  little  vacation  I  have  should  be  most  of  it 
spent  on  the  road,  or  in  the  inconveniences  attending  a  lodg- 
ing and  court  hours.  Besides,  I  assure  you,  the  presence  of 
one  of  us  here  is  necessary  in  respect  of  the  children  ;  your 
sister  is  prudent,  but  they  "don't  stand  in  awe  of  her,  and 
there  was  no  living  till  the  birch  teas  planted  in  my  room, 
xohere  some  little  action  has  diminislied  it.''''  —  "1st  Sep- 
tember, 1716.  I  congratulate  with  you  on  the  good  news 
you  send  me,  that  the  Prince  has  given  so  right  a  turn  to 
that  occurrence  which  would,  any  other  way,  have  produced 
ill  effects,  and  is  now  likely  to  do  much  good.  I  verily  think 
there  is  not  a  surer  sign  of  a  mind  capable  of  erecting  a  solid 
glory  than  its  being  able  seasonably  to  avoid  tlie  frippery 
appearance  of  it ;  and  'tis  plain  that,  if  it  be  not  our  own 
fault,  we  may  often  be  sensible  of  the  good  effects  of  the 
Princess's  taking  part  Avith  right  reason  whenever  'tis  in 
danger  of  being  run  down.  Her  understanding  will  never  let 
her  be  deceived  if  she  has  an  opportunity  of  hearing  both 
sides  of  the  question.  As  for  her  kind  expression,  that  my 
opinion  had  some  weight  in  this  matter,  you  know  my  taste 
so  well  as  to  believe  it  pleases  me  above  any  thing  the  Court 
can  give  me,  to  think  I  have  helped  to  stem  a  mischief  which 
was  coming  upon  a  cause  I  have  so  much  at  heart.  If,  en- 
couraged by  this,  I  should  appear  forward  to  exert  nivself,  ns 
having  IT.  R.  II.  favour  in  a  dc2;ree  above  others.  It  nilfrht 
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bring  on  me  such  a  load  of  jealousy  and  enVy  as  would  pro-  CHAP, 
bably,  in  a  little  time,  incapacitate  me  from  serving  him  half 
as  much  as  I  may  be  able  to  do  by  seeming  dull  and  inap- 
prehensive  of  my  advantage  ;  and  therefore,  if  ever  that 
notion  be  started  any  more,  you  may  truly,  and,  I  hope, 
wisely,  frame  my  excuse  for  not  taking  more  upon  me,  from 
what  1  have  above  said  on  this  head.  They  may  let  a 
careless  disinterested  man  perhaps  enjoy  the  Prince's  fa- 
vour in  quiet,  but  an  ambitious  busy  man  they  never  will. 
If  Providence  should  call  him  to  the  Crown  while  I  have 
health  and  any  degree  of  understanding  left,  I  would  dedicate 
them  and  all  my  time  towards  making  him  great,  and  would 
rely  on  my  own  integrity  and  his  justice  for  my  support. 
But,  in  our  present  situation,  I  think  I  must  not  only  seem 
not  elated  with,  but  scarcely  sensible  of,  his  goodness  to 
me." 

Notwithstanding  Lord  Cowpcr's  great  anxiety  to  conceal 
his  anticipations  of  power  in  the  next  reign,  his  intimacy 
with  the  Prince  was  more  and  more  suspected,  and  caused 
him  to  be  looked  upon  coldly  at  St.  James's,  though  he  was 
not  so  imprudent  as  to  show  liimsclf  at  Leicester  House. 

The  proximate  cause  of  his  retirement   appears    to  ha^■e   Lord  Cow- 
been  his  opposition  to  a  bill  which,  without  consultinni;  him,  it  j'^T  "I'posys 
had  been  proposed  sliould  be  brought  in,  and  rcconuncnded  of  bill  to 
by  a  speech  from  the  throne,  — to  give   100,000/.  a  year  to   pj^^^'lf^,. 
the  King,  "  whereof  lie   was  to   allot  any  portion  he  miglit  pcndont  for 
tliink  proper  for  the  support  of  the  Prince."'      The  bill  and  ,||Hm"uie 
the  speech  being  shown    to  the  Chancellor    late    at    night,    ^'^"s- 
he   next  morning  sent   the  following  letter  to  the  King,  in 
l)ad  Latin;  this  being  the  only  dialect  which  they  understood 
in  common : 


"11.  Jan.  1717.  t  r    i   , 

l,:itni    I.L't- 

"  ncstcrnu  nocte  mandato  j\I.  Yne  Billa  &   uvatio  desig-  wv  fiom 

,      ,   —   .        , ,       .  Lord  C'ow- 

iiata:;  lial)i'n  m  1  arl"  ostcnsie  sunt.  lui  t;. 

Breve  tenipus  ad  perpendend.  rem  tain  arduani.  Cicor-c  I. 

Katio  sufliciens  turn  visa  est  allegan  ad  ju-obandum  (piod 
j\l.  Y.  orationeni  ali([ua  haberct  iutioductiva ;  si  CoiisiiJtU 
visum  font,  ut  talis  Billa  introdiicatitr. 
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CHAP.  De  Billa  ipsa  nulla  turn  tradldi  opinionem  prasterquam 
^ quasdam  objectiones,  genere  deliberative,  quae  mihi  extem- 
pore occurrebant. 

Una  observatio  fuit  (&  quae  quodamodo  concedi  visa  est) 
Qd  quamvis  Billa  paratur  indefinite,  ad  submittendu  Regis 
dispositioni  tantu  pensionis  (100,000  per  an.)  quantu  ipsi 
placeret,  tamen  non  plus  potest  expectari,  quam  ut  pars 
sufficiens  sustentationi  Juvenu  Princ.  ita  submitteretur, 
quonia  aliter  tota  pensio  (refigeretur  vel)  precaria  redderetur 
quod,  audivi  omni  ex  parte  concedi,  hominu  animis  tentatis, 
non  posse  attingi. 

Exposito  qd  fructus  hujus  experiment!  non  alius  esse  potest 
quam  appropriatio  quseda  sufficientis  partis  in  educatione 
Principii,  (quam  non  par  est  creden  Principem  unquam 
recusaturu. ) 

Questio  hue  devenit,  An  tarn  parvi  comodi  causa 
pretm  sit  ? 

Objectiones.  —  1.  Minuere  quodamodo  Majestate  Vara 
appellando  Populfi ;  prertim  in  re  adeo  tenera  versus  Filiu 
etc. 

2.  Dare  Licentiam  a  Throno  membris  utriusq ;  Domiis 
loquendi  de  hoc  subjecto  qujfi  velint,  et  movendi  qujesti- 
ones  non  gratas  de  educatione  Principis  in  Germania. 

3.  Ciere  turbas,  motusq ;  animos  acerrimos,  qui  in  disputa- 
tionibus  necessarie  surgent. 

4.  Minuere  numcru  fideliu  amicoru  M.  Vrae  :  nam  quot 
ex  illis  putabunt  provisionem  illius  Billas,  vel  impugnare 
proprietatem  vel  punire  delict u  ultra  modum,  &  ideo,  vel 
aliis  rationibus  recusabunt  dare  sufFragia  cum  ministris  V.  !M. 
exinde  putabunt  se  male  acceptos,  &  consequenter  fient 
malecontenti ;  fundamentu  Throni  jam  jam  nimis  arctatur. 

5.  Dare  exemplar  invadcndi  Lege  lata  proprietati  subjecti ; 
quod  fiat,  si  plus  pecuniiu  approprietur,  quam  sufficit  susten- 
tationi Liberoru ;  &  e  contra  id  solumodo  efficcre,  nil 
valet. 

6.  Kem  agredi,  nullo  cxemplo  comprobatam,  quamvis  in 
historia  similes  offensaj  Casjis  non  desunt,  &c. 

7.  Movere  novos  Sermones  de  hue  materia,  j'retentis  ali- 
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quantum  sopitis;  non  tantu  in  Brit,  veru  etiam  in  aliis  mundi    c  HAP. 

cxvn. 

partibus.     Hoc  ut  puto  afficiet  auihoritatem   vram  partibus 

exteris ;  si  in  tali  subjecto  Pari,  foret  prope  equalit  divisu  : 

—  Cujus  unanimitas  hucusq;    tantu  ponderis  dedit.     Itaq; 

mea  sententia  est,  Qd  non 

Et  qd  tanta  incurrere  mala  &  pericula,  tarn  exigui,  si  allcu- 

jus,  comodi  causa,  non    mihi,    submisse    dico,   prudens  futu 

videtur  nee  tanti ;  quod  tamen  judicio  V.  M.  &  potioribus 

sententiis  alior  Ministroru  humiliter  submitto."  * 


*  The  paper  is  indorsed  in  Lord  Cowper's  handwriting  :  "  Latin  Letter  to 
K.  G.  I",  dated  1 1 ,  Jan.  1 707."     I  attempt  a  translation  :  — 

"  Last  night,  by  your  Majesty's  order,  the  Bill  to  be  brought  forward  in 
pailiament  and  the  Speech  were  shown  to  me. 

A  short  time  is  allowed  me  to  consider  a  matter  so  weighty. 

The  reason  alleged  then  seemed  sufficient  to  prove  that  your  Majesty  should 
make  a  speech  to  introduce  the  15ill,  if  it  should  he  resulted  that  such  a  Bill  is  to 
be  Introduced. 

Respecting  the  Bill  itself  I  then  delivered  no  opinion,  beyond  some  objec- 
tions for  consideration  which  occurred  to  me  at  the  moment. 

One  observation  was  (and  which  seemed  to  be  conceded),  that  although  the 
Bill  is  framed  absolutehj  to  submit  to  the  King's  disposal  so  much  of  the  pen- 
sion (100,000/.  per  an.)  as  he  should  please,  yet  no  more  can  be  expected,  tlian  that 
a  i)art  sufficient  for  the  support  of  the  young  Princes  should  thus  be  submitted, 
since  otherwise  the  whole  jjensiou  would  be  (annulled  or)  rendered  precarious — 
which  I  have  heard  agreed  on  all  hands,  public  oj)inion  being  sounded,  cannot 
be  carried. 

'J"he  result  of  this  experiment  can  he  nothing  else  than  an  appropriation  of  a 
sufficient  part  in  the  education  of  the  young  Princes  (which  it  is  not  credible 
that  the  Prince  of  Wales  would  ever  refuse). 

The  question  comes  to  this,  whetlier  it  be  worth  while  to  proceed  for  so  small 
an  advantage  ? 

Objkctio.ns.  —  I.  It  would  degrade  your  Majesty  in  some  measure,  to  call  in 
the  people  to  judge,  particularly  in  so  delicate  an  affair,  between  you  and  your 
son,  &c. 

'J.  It  would  be  to  give  leave  from  the  throne  to  the  members  of  both  Houses 
of  speaking  on  this  subject  what  they  i)lease,  and  of  stirring  disagreeable  (jues- 
tions  respecting  the  education  of  the  Prince  in  (Jermany. 

.'5.    To  collect  mobs,  and  inevitably  to  rouse  animosities  in  debate. 

4.  To  lessen  the  number  of  your  INLijesty's  faithful  friends  :  for  so  many  of 
them  as  shall  think  that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  are  generally  improper,  or  in 
this  instance  would  be  an  excessive  punishment  of  a  fault,  and  for  these  or 
other  reasons  shall  refuse  on  this  occasion  to  vote  with  your  ^Majesty's  minister^, 
will  henceforth  think  themselves  ill  looked  upon,  and  consequently  will  become 
discontented  ;   the  foundation  of  the  throne  is  already  shaken. 

5.  To  give  an  examjile  of  invading  by  act  of  ])arliameiit  the  projierty  of  the 
subject,  which  will  be  the  ease  if  more  money  is  ajipropriated  than  is  necessary 
for  tiie  maintenance  of  the  children  ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  conrmed  to  that,  the 
Bill  has  no  operation. 

().  To  undertake  a  measure  not  recommendeil  by  any  precedent,  althougli  in 
liistory  similar  cases  of  otlence  are  not  wanting,  iie. 

7.  To  stir  i\\)  new  discussions  respecting  this  matter  (which  had  nearly  gone 
to  sleep)  not  only  in  nritaiii  hut  in  other  jiarts  of  the  world.  I'his  1  couccIm' 
will  lessen  your  credit  in  foreign  parts,  if  upon  such  a  suhjejt  parliament  shoulil 
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CHAP.         The  Bill  which  would  have  been  so  offensive  to  the  Prince 

^  and  his  friends  was  abandoned,  but  it  was  resolved  that  Lord 

Cowper  should  no  longer  remain  in  office. 
Lord  On  the  loth  of  April,   1718,  at  an  audience  in  the  royal 

last  inter-  closct  at  St.  Jumcs's,  lic  finally  resigned  the  Great  Seal,  and 
view  with     kisscd  his   Majesty's  hand   on  his  elevation  to  an  earldom.  * 

George  I--,-,.     -,^.  ,,  ,  ,  „,.. 

liis  Diary  having  ceased  at  the  commencement  of  this  reign, 
and  Lady  Cowpcr's  MSS.  for  1718  being  lost,  we  unfortu- 
nately know  nothing  of  the  adieus  of  the  Sovereign  and  the 
retiring  Chancellor. 

The  same  evening  he  received  the  folloAving  letter  from 
Stanhope,  then  considered  the  prime  minister :  — 

"  Cockpit,  April  15tli. 

"  My  Lord, 

Lord  Stan-  "  I  ^vas  extremely  concerned  to  find,  at  my  returning  here 
le't^or^to  ^^^^^  evening,  the  letter  your  Lordship  had  done  me  the 
Lord  honour  to  send  to  me.     If  it  had  been  possible  to  imagine 

uDon'h^s  ^^^^^  your  Lordship  was  determined,  on  account  of  your 
resignation,  health,  to  bc  cascd  of  the  very  great  fatigue  which  attends 
the  office  you  have  resigned,  I  am  sure  I  should  have  been 
most  intent  upon  suggesting  to  the  King,  and  to  your  Lord- 
ship, some  expedient  that  might  have  kept  your  Lordship  at 
the  head  of  j  consistently  with  more  ease  to  yourselt"; 

and  I  should,  I  am  confident,  in  that  have  had  the  hearty 
assistance  of  my  Lord  Sunderland,  and  of  every  one  in  the 
King's  service  ;  and  I  will  still  hope  that  your  Lordship  will 


be  nearly  equally  divided,  unanimity  hitherto  having  given  so  nuK-li  strengtl)  to 
your  government  ; 

Therefore  my  oi)ini  in  is,  No  ! 

And  with  all  humility  I  must  say  that  it  does  not  seem  to  me  prudent  nor  worth 
while  for  so  small  an  advantage  (if  any  may  be  hoped)  to  incur  so  great  evils 
and  perils.  All  these  things  however  I  humbly  submit  to  the  judgment  of 
your  Majesty,  and  the  better  o|)inions  of  your  other  ministers." 

I  am  not  sure  that  I  have  always  understood  the  meaning  of  this  epistle.  I 
have  only  the  rougli  draught  of  it,  with  oi)literations  and  abbreviations.  I 
wish  there  had  been  preserved  a  sjjecimen  of  George's  Latinity  —  which  I  dare 
say  was  (juite  equal  to  that  of  the  Chancellor,  although  his  Majesty  must  liave 
been  a  good  deal  luizzled  with  some  of  our  parliamentary  slang. 

*  The  preamble  of  the  patent  was  drawn  l)y  Hughes  in  terms  of  high 
eulogium. 

f    Illegible  word. 
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SO  far  indulge  your  servants  as  to  allow  them  to  think  chap. 
whether  some  happy  turn  of  that  kind  may  not  be  given. 
This  sudden  resolution  hath  so  startled  me,  that  I  really  do 
not  well  know  what  to  write  to  your  Lordship ;  but  as  I 
judge  a  most  honest  and  necessary  maxim  to  be '  non  dcspe- 
rare  de  republica,'  so  will  I  not  despair  of  seeing  my  Lord 
Cowpcr  soon  again  in  the  King's  service.  I  am,  with  as 
sincere  a  respect  as  is  jjossible, 
"  My  Lord, 

"  your  Lordship's 
"  most  humble  and 

"  most  obedient  Servant, 

"  Stanhope." 

But  notwithstanding  this  flummery,  Stanliope,  to  gratify 
the  King's  humour,  was  much  delighted  with  Lord  Cowper's 
retirement,  and  heartily  assisted  in  smoothing  away  all  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  the  appointment  of  a  successor,  who  by 
taking  a  decided  part  against  the  Prince  had  entirely  gained 
his  Majesty's  confidence. 

Parliament  having  been  previously  prorogued,  the  moment   J-ord 
that  Lord  Cowper  had  got  rid  of  the  Grcat   Seal  he  hurried  rcUrerinto 
off  to  his  house  at   Colcgreen,    in   Hertfordshire,   to  cnjov   ""^ 
hid   gardens  and  his  woods,  Avhlch  for  a  time  he  thought  he 
preferred  to  all  the  glittering  objects  of  ambition. 

While  the  Ex-chancellor  saw  with  less  regret  the  late  of 
some  of  his  officers,  he  showed  his  respect  for  literature  by 
an  effort  in  favour  of  Hughes,  the  poet,  whom  he  had  aj)- 
jminted  one  of  his  secretaries,  and  for  whom  he  thus  ini[)lored 
mercy  from  Lord  Parker,  his  successor  :  — 

"  My  Lord,  Lord 

"  Of  the  many  that  were  losers  by  niv  resi";nin2;  the  (ircnt  ^""i'^'''^ 

Seal,  I  shall  venture  to  recommend   but    one  gentleman  to  Lnr.i 

your  Lordshij),  the   heu-er,   ]\Ir.  John    Hughes,  who  served  (j^.j^ •,',"'" 

for  some  little  time  in   the  office  of  Secretary  for  the  Com-  i\i\»ur  of 

missions  of  the  Peace  :  —  and  I  should  not    do   that    but    Ibr  ^,J^^''"^ 
two  reasons;   the  one,  that  he  had  hardly  served  long  enough 
to  make  him  amends  for  preparing  to  execute  that  trust  ;  the 

(    c     I 


392  liElGN    OF   GEORGE    I. 

CHAP,     other,  that  I  am  convinced  from  the  little  time  he  did  serve 

ex  VII 

that  your  Lordship,  if  you  continue  him  in  that  service,  will 
thank  me  for  having  recommended  him  ;  and  your  so  doing 
will  be  also  a  great  obligation  on 

"  Yours,  &c. 

"  COWPER. 
"  I  most  heartily  wish  your  Lordship  much  joy." 

The  application  succeeded,  and  the  grateful  bard,  in  an 
imitation  of  Horace,  thus  sung  the  praises  of  his  patron.  * 

Lines  by  "  ^■'^^  Fame  be  silent,  only  tell 

Hughes  That  gen'rous  Cowper  loves  me  well ; 

oa  Lord  Thro'  Britain's  realms  I  shall  be  known 

Cowper.  By  Cowpcr's  merit,  not  my  own  : 

And  wlien  the  tomb  my  dust  shall  hide, 
Stripp'd  of  a  mortal's  little  pride. 
Vain  pomp  be  spar'd,  and  ev'ry  tear; 
Let  but  some  stone  this  sculpture  bear  : 
'  Plere  lies  his  clay,  to  earth  consign'd, 
To  whom  great  Cowper  once  was  kind.'" 

Falling  dangerously  ill  soon  after,  Hughes,  in  further 
proof  of  his  gratitude,  sent  his  portrait  by  Sir  Godfrey 
Kneller  to  the  Ex-chancellor,  who  thus  courteously  acknow- 
ledged his  obligation : 

"  Sir, 
"  I   thank  you  for   the   most  acceptable  present  of  your 
picture,  and  assure  you  that  none  in  this  age  can  set  a  higher 
value  upon  it  than   I   do,  and  shall  while  I  live ;  though  I 
am  sensible  posterity  will  outdo  mc  in  that  particular. 
"  With  the  greatest  esteem  and  sincerity, 

"  Your  most  affectionate  Servant, 

"  COAVPER. 

"  I  intend  to  wait  on  you  very  quickly,  if  I  hear  you  arc 
well  enough  to  be  troubled  with  me." 

Letter  of  In  an  interval   of  pain,  Hughes  wrote  him  another  letter 

congra-        jj^  whlcli  lic  Said :   "  I  Congratulate  your   Lordslili>  on  your 

tiilation  _  o  ./  J.  J 

from  being  so  honourably  eased  from  a  very  great  burthen,  the 


Lib.  ii    Ode  20. 
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constant  fatigue  of  which  must  have  made  it  uneasy,  and     CHAP. 
miglit  have  proved  prejudicial  to  your  health."  *     The  Ex- 
chancellor  received  similar  felicitations  from  other  friends,   ijuches  to 
and  he  professed  merrily  to  respond  to  them ;  but  I  strongly   l^or<l 
suspect  that  he  would   have  been  better  pleased   to  have 
gone  on  bearing  the   "  burthen "   and  the  "  fatigue,"  from 
which  he  was  relieved,  if  he  could  have  done  so  without 
dishonour. 

He  survived  rather  more  than  four  years,  never  return-  l^ord 
ing  to  office,  but  still  devoting  himself  to  the  public  service,   a^^ain  an 
"  Non  fuit  consilium   socordia  atque   desidia  bonum   otium   Kxchan- 

1        1  i  1  cellor. 

conterere ;  neque  vero  agrum  colcndo,  aut  venando,  ser- 
vilibus  officiis  intentum  atatem  agere."  f  Nor  did  he,  like 
some  Ex-chancellors,  waste  his  days  in  listless  discontent,  or 
in  counting  over  the  money  in  his  chest,  or  in  vain  efforts  to 
regain  court  favour.  He  attended  to  his  duties  in  parlia- 
ment with  unabated  energy,  and  when  his  presence  was 
wanted  for  the  judicial  business  of  the  Privy  Council,  he 
was  always  ready  to  assist. 

If  he  quitted  office  having  had  no  quarrel  with  his  col-   lie  opposes 
leagues,  differences  of  opinion  soon  sprung  up  between  them  ;   surt"  of' 
— and  (generally  with  reason  on  his  side,  though  sometimes,  I  g<)vcrn- 
fear,  actuated  by  personal  pique,)  he  exerted  himself  to  thwart 
most  of  the  measures  which  they  brought  forward.     His  first 
display  of  opposition,  though  excusable,  considering  the  sen- 
timents which  then  generally  prevailed  among   enlightened 
statesmen,  tempers  our  admiration  of  his  regard  for  religious 
liberty.      The  subsisting  government  was  more  ftivourable  to 
true  toleration  than  any  England  ever  knew  prior  to  that  of 
Earl  Grey  in  the  year  1830.      Stanhope  and  Sunderland  were 
at  the  head  of  it,  with  pretty  equally  divided  ])owcr.      The   Liberality 
former  has  the  merit  of  originating  a  measure  M'liich,  if  it   staniioi)c. 
had  passed  as  he  })rojected  it,  Avould  have  placed  Dissenters 
and  lioman  Catholics  (as  far  as  all  civil  riglits  are  concerned) 
on  the  same  footing  of  equality  with  members  vi'  the  esta- 

*  IIiii;1k's,  likewise  a  few  days  before  bis  death,  dedicated  to  Lord  ('owjier  bis 
"  Siege  of  Damascus,  "  the  success  of  wiiich.  when  first  represcuted,  lie  beard  as 
lie  ex])ired. 

t   Sail.   Cat.  c.  iy. 
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the  Test 
and  Corpo- 
ration Acts, 


blished  Churcli  which  they  now  happily  enjoy.  He  wished 
not  only  to  repeal  the  "  Schism  Act,"  which  had  disgraced 
the  close  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  but  the  "  Test  and 
Corporation  Acts,"  passed  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  "  Declaration  of  Breda  ;"  and  he  actually  obtained 
the  consent  of  the  King  and  the  cabinet  to  introduce  a  bill 
for  this  purpose.  But  the  novel  spectacle  was  exhibited  of  a 
government  being  much  more  liberal  than  the  opposition,  and 
even  than  many  of  its  own  supporters.  The  news  of  such  a 
measure  was  received  with  horror  by  the  High  Church 
party,  and  many  good  Whigs  thought  that  it  Avent  a  vast 
deal  too  far ;  insomuch  that  the  Dissenters  themselves  soon 
agreed  that  the  total  repeal  of  the  "  Test  and  Corporation 
Acts  "  should  be  deferred.  Stanhope  pledging  himself  to  move 
this  hereafter,  at  a  more  favourable  opportunity  ;  and  that 
the  bill  to  be  now  brought  in  should  only  mitigate  some  of 
their  more  obnoxious  clauses,  and  totally  repeal  the  "  Schism 
Act."  A  bill,  so  framed,  was  introduced  by  Stanhope  in  the 
House  of  Lords  as  soon  as  parliament  met.  When  he  had 
ably  explained  and  defended  it,  he  was  zealously  supported 
by  Sunderland  ;  but  I  am  deeply  concerned  to  say  that,  in  as 
far  as  it  did  more  than  simply  repeal  the  "  Schism  Act,"  it 
was  strenuously  opposed  by  Lord  Cowper,  who  said  "  he 
had  no  manner  of  prejudice  against  the  Dissenters,  but  rather 
a  tender  regard  for  them ;  that  as  he  had  been  bred  in,  so  he 
had  ever  communicated  with,  the  Churcli  of  England,  which 
he  believed  to  be  the  best  Protestant  church,  and  the  most 
agreeable  to  the  primitive  pattern  of  Christianity  ;  but  that 
however,  if  he  had  happened  to  be  at  Geneva,  he  would  not 
have  scrupled  to  have  communicated  with  the  Protestants 
there  ;  that  he  was  disposed  to  afford  the  Dissenters  as  much 
ease  as  was  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  constitution  in 
church  and  state,  and  would  readily  give  his  vote  for  the 
repealing  of  the  '  Schism  Act ; '  but  that  he  could  not  but  op- 
pose that  part  of  the  bill,  which  now  lay  before  them,  whereby 
parts  of  the  '  Test  and  Corporation  Acts'  were  done  away  with, 
because  he  looked  on  those  acts  as  the  main  bulwark  of  our 
excellent  constitution  in  church  and  state,  and,  therefore,  lie 
would    have    them    inviolal)ly    preserved."'       The    venerable 
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Hoadly,  Bishop  of  Bangor,  in  a  truly  Christian  spirit,  stood  chap. 
up  for  the  cause  of  religious  liberty,  contending  that  the  ^^^''• 
principles  on  which  the  laws  to  be  abrogated  rested  would 
justify  all  the  heathen  persecutions  of  the  converts  to  the 
religion  of  Jesus,  and  all  the  horrors  of  the  Popish  inqui- 
sition.* But  the  government  was  obliged  to  follow  the  line 
which  Lord  Cowper  prescribed,  and,  when  all  the  clauses 
had  been  struck  out  except  the  simple  repeal  of  the  "  Schism 
Act,"  the  third  reading  was  carried  only  by  a  small  majority. 
Stanhope's  descendant,  inheriting  much  of  his  genius  and  his 
liberality,  remai'ks,  that  "  the  '  more  favourable  opportunity ' 
promised  the  Dissenters  for  the  repeal  of  the  Test  and  Cor- 
poration Acts  never  came.  Those  acts  remained  on  the  sta- 
tute book  one  hundred  and  nine  years  more,  but  remained 
only  like  rusty  weapons  hung  In  an  armoury,  trophies  of  past 
power,  not  instruments  of  further  aggression  or  defence."  f 
This  observation  Is  correct  with  respect  to  the  holding  of 
offices  under  the  Crown,  but  from  municipal  offices  Dissenters 
were  effijctually  excluded  till  Lord  John  Russell's  triumph, 
in  the  year  1827. 

Lord  Cowper  ere  long  redeemed  himself  from  this  aberra-   lie  op- 
tion by  his  noble  stand  in  the  House  of  Lords,  almost  single-  l'"^^"^  ^  "* 

J  '  o  Peerage 

handed,  against  a  most  reprehensible  measure,  which  was  I5ill. 
very  cordially  received  there,  —  being  brought  forward  with 
all  the  strength  of  the  government,  and  being  sujjposed  to  be 
favourable  to  the  power  and  dignity  of  their  Lordships  — 
Sunderland's  celebrated  Peerage  Bill  —  whereby  It  was 
to  be  enacted  that  the  existing  number  of  English  Peers 
should  never  be  increased  beyond  six,  with  an  exception  in 
favour  of  Princes  of  the  blood  ;  that  for  every  extinction 
there  might  be  a  new  creation;  and  that  instead  of  the 
sixteen  elective  Peers  from  Scotland,  the  King  should  name 
twenty-five  to  be  hereditary.      It  Is  difficult  lor  us  to  con- 


*  lie  was  socoiuled  l)y  tliree  other  l?islioi)s,  Willis,  Gil)s,)ii,  and  Kennet,  tl)e 
last  of  whom  warned  his  brethren  against  imitating  the  jirelates  in  the  time  of 
diaries  I.,  who,  by  supijorting  arbitrary  measures  and  persecution,  first  brought 
scandal  and  contempt  u\w\\  the  clergy,  and  at  last  ruin  both  on  church  and 
state. 

\    Lord  .Malion,  Mil.  i.  p.   ILU. 
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jecture  the  real  reasons  for  which  this  unconstitutional 
measure  was  so  eagerly  brought  forward,  and  so  obsti- 
nately pressed.  Lord  Oxford's  creation  of  twelve  Peers 
to  carry  a  vote  in  favour  of  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  was 
much  talked  of;  but  the  possibility  of  abusing  a  prero- 
gative of  the  Crown  could  not  weigh  much  with  a  minister 
in  whom  the  exercise  of  that  prerogative  was  actually  vested. 
The  solution  is  probably  to  be  sought  in  the  enmity  of  the 
heir  apparent  to  the  present  government,  and  Sunderland's 
hope  that  by  insuring  the  continuance  of  a  majority  at  his 
command  in  one  chamber  of  the  parliament,  he  might  thereby 
perpetuate  his  own  power. 

The  country  seems  to  have  been  nearly  as  much 
agitated  by  this  measure  for  altering  the  constitution 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  as  it  was  in  our  time  by  the 
"  Bill  for  reforming  the  Representation  of  the  People." 
Addison  plausibly  defending  it  in  the  "  Old  AVhig,"  and 
Steele  successfully  assailing  it  in  "  The  Plebeian,"  it  was 
the  cause  of  a  breach  in  the  friendship  between  those  two  emi- 
nent and  amiable  men.  In  the  House  of  Lords  it  was  highly 
extolled  on  account  of  its  supposed  oligarchical  tendency, 
although,  by  stopping  the  infusion  of  fresh  blood,  it  must 
in  another  generation  have  reduced  that  House  to  utter 
imbecility  and  insignificance.  Lord  Cowper,  from  the  first 
and  during  its  whole  progress,  most  strenuously  opposed  it. 
In  his  earliest  speech  against  it,  he  appears  to  have  made  the 
greatest  impression  by  attacking  what  I  should  have  thought 
its  least  vulnerable  enactment, —  to  make  Scotland  be  repre- 
sented in  the  Upper  House  by  hereditary  instead  of  elective 
Peers, — but  he  was  much  applauded  while  he  denounced  the 
change  as  a  violation  of  the  Union,  and  he  pointed  out  the 
deplorable  condition  of  the  excluded  Scotch  Peers,  who 
would  be  reduced  to  a  Avorse  condition  than  any  other  sub- 
jects, since  they  would  neither  be  clcctoi's  nor  elected, 
neither  representatives  nor  represented.*  In  consequence 
of  this  opposition,  when  the  bill  stood  for  a  third  reading,  it 
was  dropped,  — -  on  the   alleged  ground  that,  from  being  so 


7  I'ail.  Hist.  .^;»1. 
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misrepresented  and  misunderstood,  its  merits  were  not  likely     CHAP. 
to  be  fairly  considered  in  the  Lower  House. 


But  in  the  new  session,  which  began  in  the  autumn  of  the  j^t^^  25. 
same  year,  it  was  again  introduced,  when  Lord  Cowper  17I5. 
again  vigorously  opposed  it,  throwing  out  some  dark  hints  as 
to  the  motives  of  its  supporters,  and  concluding  with  the 
observation,  that,  "  for  his  own  part,  he  could  not  help  being 
of  opinion  that  if  there  were  no  secret  meaning  in  this  bill, 
some  men  would  not  be  so  pressing  for  it."  *  He  met  with 
so  little  support,  that  he  did  not  venture  to  divide  the  House 
against  it  in  any  of  its  stages.  But  the  Peers  were  saved 
from  the  effects  of  their  own  infatuation  by  the  vuianimous 
abhorrence  of  the  measure  which  animated  all  the  wives  and 
daughters  of  members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  by 
the  most  rhetorical  speech  ever  delivered  by  Sir  Robert 
AValpole,  —  beginning  with  these  memorable  words,  "  Among 
the  Romans,  the  wisest  people  upon  earth,  the  Temple  of 
Fame  was  placed  behind  the  Temple  of  Virtue."  f 

In  the  following  year  Lord  Cowper  showed  his  sagacity  '^f^^ 
by  strenuously,    though    ineffectually,   opposing    the    South  sngacity 
Sea  Bill, —  which  excited  a  s])irit  of  2;amblino;  uneciualled  till  ^^"''  ^'-'- 
the  speculations  in    railway  shares, —  which    in    the    result   South  Sea 
brought  ruin  on  thousands  of  families  and  almost  subverted  scheme. 
the  national  credit, — but  Avhich  was  expected  to  produce  riches 
and  pros})erity  till  then  unknown   in  the  world.     He  coni- 
j)arcd  it  to  the  Trojan  horse,  ushered  in  and  received  with 
great  pomp  and  acclamations  of  joy,  but  contrived  for  trea- 
chery and  destruction : 

"  Scaiulit  fatalis  inacliina  muros. 


Fflcta  armis.      Pueri  circiim,  iiinuj)ta'(jue  piiella' 
Sacra  caiumt,  fum-inqtie  inanii  coiitiiitrcre  gaudi'iit. 
Ilia  subit,  ine(lia'(jiie  tniiians  iilal)itur  inbi. 
Instamus  taiiien  iinincinores  ca>ci(iuc'  furoie, 
Et  nioiistruiii  infclix  saciata  sistinius  arce." 

AVhen  tlic  bubble  burst,   Lord  Cowper  concurred  in  the  J:"i-9i"-i. 
punishment  of  tlie  Directors  of  the  South  Soa  Coni[)any,  but 
animadverted  with  much  severity  u])ou  the  govcriuncnt  that 

*    7  Pari.  Hist.  GOT. 

t   Tlic  l)ill  was  rejected   in  the  Lower  House  iiy  'Ii'iO  to  177,  Lord  Cowjiei's 
luotlier,  Spencer,  votinjj  with  tlie  majority.    \.'>   I'.ul.  Hist.  (yji. 
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CHAP,     had  enabled  them  to  commit  such  frauds,  and  to  create  such 
cxvir.        •    V.  /.  * 
nnschiers. 

Feb.  9.  -f  mention  his  next  appearance  in  the  House  as  the  earliest 

1721.  instance  I  find  recorded  of  the  practice  now  so  prevalent  of 

tion  of  putting    questions    in    parliament  to    the    Ministers   of  the 

practice  of  Qro^yn.     There  beino;  a  report  that  a  gentleman  of  the  name 

<iii(>stioiis  of  Knight,  against  whom  the  House  of  Lords  wished  to  take 

to  ^Ministers  gQjjjg  nroceedino;s,  and  who  had  absconded,  had  been  arrested 

111  parlia-  '■  o  ' 

ment.  in    Brusscls,  upon  the  application  of  the   English  resident 

there.  Lord  Cowper  rising  in  his  place,  mentioned  the  report 
"  w^iich  being  a  matter  in  which  the  public  was  highly  con- 
cerned, he  desired  those  in  the  administration  to  acquaint  the 
House  whether  there  was  any  ground  for  that  report  ?"t  Lord 
Sunderland  then  stated  that  the  report  was  true,  and  informed 
the  House  in  what  manner  Mr.  Knight  had  been  apprehended 
and  secured  —  taking  credit  to  the  government  for  the  promp- 
titude and  energy  they  had  exhibited.^ 
Call  of  the  It  appears  by  a  proceeding  the  same  year,  which  Lord 
Lords.  Cowper  strenuously  supported,  that  a  wholesome  practice 

then  prevailed  in  the  Lords  and  Commons,  which  has  unfor- 
tunately now  fallen  into  desuetude, —  being  merely  talked  of  in 
one  House,  and  being  absolutely  forgotten  in  the  other — of 
fixing  a  day  for  calling  over  the  House,  and  actually  com- 
ptilling  the  attendance  jof  all  members  during  the  debate  and 
the  division.  § 
Dec.  i-o.  The  idea  that  law   Lords  are   only  to  discuss  questions 

Lord  of  ^^^^'  ^^'^^  scorned  by  Lord  Cowper,  and  he  now  iuti-oduced 

Cowper  a  bill  for  relaxing  the  regulations  respecting  quarantine, 
reform  tiie  whlcli  he  represented  as  ineffectual,  unnecessary,  vexatious, 
quar.aiitiiie  odlous,  and  bascly  copied  from  the  arbitrary  law  of  France. 
The  bin  being  thrown  out  by  the  government,  he  was  joined 
by  many  Peers  in  a  spirited  protest,  describing  its  merits, 
.Tan.  i:!.  and  exposing  the  motives  for  its  rejection.  ||  lie  likewise 
^'""'  took  a  very  active  i)art  In  a  debate,  and  a  protest  respecting 

the  manan!;ement  of  the  navv.  ^ 


•   7  Pari.  Hist.  698. 

■f    1    know  not  when  t!ie  existlnjx  form   of  conmiencinii  the  (piestion  was  es- 
tablished:— "  .Seeing  the  11'  IIo"'''''  gentleman  or  the  noble  Lord  in  his  place,"  &e. 
I   7  I'arl.  Ilist.  709.  §    Ibid.  921. 

I    Ibid.  93:?.  IT    lb.  9:39. 
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A  few  days  after  there  was  a  scene  in  the  House  which     CHAP. 
showed  the  existence  of  considerable  ill  will  between  him 
and  his  "noble  and  learned  friend,"   who  succeeded  him.   ^^  ^  j^^q 
The  House  had  been  adjourned  to  the  3d  of  February,  at  Scene  in 
eleven  o'clock,  then  the  usual  hour  to  meet  for   business,  orLonlT^ 
instead  of  seven  or  eight,  as  in  the  good  old  times.     A  con-  produced 
siderable  number  of  Lords  assembled,  but  no  Lord  Chancellor  sence  of 
appeared,  and  Lord  Chief  Justice  Sir  Peter  King,  commis-  ^'"['^  Ciian- 
sioned  to  sit  in  his  absence,  was  likewise  absent.     At  last,   Maccies- 
Lord  Cowper,  in  the  exercise  of  the  undoubted  right  of  the  ^'"'''^" 
Lords,  in  default  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  or  a  Speaker  specially 
authorised  by  the  Crown,  to  choose  a  Speaker  for  themselves, 
moved,  first,  that  the  Duke   of  Somerset,  as  the  Peer  of 
highest  rank,  and  then,  that  the  Duke  of  Kingston,  should 
take  the  woolsack  as  Speaker ;  but  they  successively  ran  out 
of  the  House  as  soon  as  their  names  were  mentioned.     Lord 
Cowper  then  made  the  same  motion  with  respect  to  a  law 
Lord,  Lord  Lechmere,  who  had  been  made  a  Peer  without 
having  held  any  higher  office  than  that  of  Attorney  General 
and  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  and  is  long  ago 
forgotten,  though  he  moved  the  impeachment  of  the  rebel 
Lords,  led  the   opposition  against  Walpole,  and  was  famous 
in  his  day.     After  a  short  debate,  the  question  was  about  to 
be  put,  Avhen   the  Mace  and  the  Great  Seal  presented  them- 
selves  to  the  House,  and  were  followed  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor.    "  Puffing  and  blowing,  he  took  his  seat  on  the  wool- 
sack," and  having  observed  some  uneasiness  among  the  Lords, 
he  acquainted  their  Lordships,   "  That  he  having  been  sum- 
moned to  attend  his  Majesty  at  St.  James's,  had  accordingly 
waited  iqion  his  Majesty  there,  where  he  was  detained  longer 
than  he  could  foresee  by  liis  Majesty's  command ;  and  tliat 
as  soon  as  he  was  at  liberty  he  came  hither  with  the  utmost 
expedition  ;  and  asked  pardon  for  his  stay  of  the  Lords,  who 
had  been  so  long  kept  in  expectation  of  him."     l>ut  several 
opposition  Lords  declared  this   excuse  to  be  wholly  insufii- 
cient,  and  one  of  them,  prompted  by  Lord  C()\v})cr,   moved 
"  That  the   House,   to  show   its   indignation   at  the   affront 
olfered  to  it,  should  inmiediately  adjourn  to  ^londay  withont 
transacting  any   further   business."     But  the  motion  being 
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CHAP,     put,  it  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  49  to  31.  Lord  Cowpcr 
'_  thereupon  drew,    and  with  other   Peers  signed   a   protest. 


which,  after  reciting  the  facts,  —  with  the  Lord  Chancellor's 
excuse, — thus  proceeded  :  "  which  excuse,  though  it  might  in 
great  measure  free  the  Lord  Chancellor  from  the  imputation 
of  wilful  neglect  of  duty,  yet  it  seemed  to  us  in  no  degree 
to  justify  the  indignity  which  we  think  was  upon  the  whole 
matter  done  to  the  House,  which  is  undoubtedly  the  greatest 
council  in  the  kingdom,  and  to  which  all  other  councils  ought 
to  give  way ;  and  therefore  the  business  of  any  other  council 
ought  not  to  have  detained  the  Speaker  of  this  House  after 
the  hour  appointed  for  its  meeting,  and  during  the  time  of 
the  day  the  House  has  usually  of  late  spent  in  business ;  and 
as  we  venture  to  say  the  dignity  of  this  House  has  not  of 
late  years  been  increasing,  so  we  are  unwilling  that  any  thing 
we  conceive  to  be  a  gross  neglect  of  it  should  pass  without  some 
note  on  our  records  —  which  we  thought  would  have  been 
in  some  measure  attained  by  an  immediate  adjournment."  * 
Unfounded  Bitterness  of  feeling  between  Lord  Cow])er  and  his  late 
tiiat  Lord  colleagues  becoming  more  intense,  they  spread  reports  that 
Cou'per        }^e  had  coalesced  with  the  Tories,  and  Avas  even  plotting  with 

liad  turned       iti-  n  I'li  iti  ^ 

Jacobite.  the  Jacobitcs, — tor  which  there  was  not  the  slightest  colour, 
except  that,  in  opposing  some  of  the  measures  of  the  govern- 
ment, he  had  found  himself  dividing  with  the  Earl  of  Oxford 
and  Bishop  Atterbury.  Most  preposterous  hopes  were 
entertained  by  the  exiled  royal  family  that  Lord  Cowper 
might  be  brought  to  espouse  their  cause  ;  insomuch  that  the 
Earl  of  Mar,  and  James  himself,  wrote  him  letters  filled  with 
solicitations  and  promises,  but  these  he  treated  with  neglect 
and  contempt.  However,  when  a  discovery  was  made  of 
Layer's  consj)iracy  to  restore  the  Stuarts  by  a  French  inva- 
sion, and  he  was  examined  in  the  Tower  by  a  ministerial 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  he  thought  to  ingra- 
tiate himself  with  the  government  by  implicating  some  of  the 
discontented  Whig  lords,  and  he  said  "  he  had  been  told  hy 
one  Plunket,  a  friend  of  the  Pretender,  that  Lord  Cow{)er 
had  sent  in  his  adhesion  to  that  l*rlnce,  and  that,  along  with 

♦  7  Pari.   Hist.  960. 
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seven  other  lords  and  six  commoners,  he  formed  a  cabinet,     ciiAP. 
under  the  name  of  Bukforu's  Club,  for  carrying  on  the  '_ 


government  in  his  name."  This  information,  however  im- 
probable or  incredible,  was  eagerly  caught  at  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  conspicuously  blazoned  forth  in  their  report, 
which  was  twice  read  aloud  in  the  House,  printed  in  the 
votes,  recorded  in  the  Journals,  and  industriously  circulated 
over  the  kingdom. 

Lord  Cowper  thereupon  made  a  formal  complaint  upon  the  March, 
subject  in  the  House  of  Lords.     He  said,  "  that  little  regard  i^^^^ 
had  been  shown  to  divers   members   of  that  illustrious  as-   Cowper 
sembly,  whose  honour  and  reputation  had  been  attacked  by  to  the 
the  Report  from  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com-  House  of 

,     .  T  ,  .  Lords. 

inons,  —  benig  rejiresented,  on  mere  hearsay,  as  pnvy  to 
treasonable  desio;ns  against  the  ijjovernment.  Having;  been 
raised,  however  unworthily,  to  the  dignity  of  a  Peer,  he  con- 
sidered himself  bound  to  defend  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  peerage  of  England,  which  they  held  by  the  fundamental 
law  of  the  land,  and  whicli  were  confirmed  to  them  by 
Magna  Ciiarta.  After  having,  on  so  many  occasions  and 
in  sucli  difficult  times,  given  undoubted  proofs  of  his  hearty 
zeal  and  affection  for  the  Protestant  succession,  and  of  his 
attachment  to  his  ^Majesty's  person  and  his  dynasty,  he  had 
just  reason  to  be  oiFended  when  he  saw  his  name  bandied 
about  in  a  list  of  a  chimerical  club  of  disaffected  persons,  on 
the  hearsay  evidence  of  an  infamous  man,  charged  by  the 
committee  them?;elvos  with  having,  to  magnify  the  niunber 
of  the  Pretender's  friends,  inserted  in  lists  of  his  suppcirtcrs 
the  names  of  well-affected  persons,  without  having  the  least 
authority  f(;r  so  doing."'  Having  attempted  to  throw  some 
doubts  oil  the  whole  of  the  conspiracy,  he  concluded  bv  mov- 
ing, ''that  the  persons  su})posed  to  have  given  the  Inform- 
ation t(.»  Thayer  should  be  sent  for,  and  examined  at  tlu^  bar  of 
tlie  House  respecting  the  truth  of  this  charge/' 

Lord  'Pownshend,  on  the  part  of  the  government,  in- 
sisted that,  '  as  the  nol)le  and  learned  I^arl's  name  was  men- 
tioned In  the  examination  of  Ijayer,  thei'e  was  an  absttlute 
necessity  that  It  should  be  lntroduce<l  Into  the  Report,  but 
the  Committee   hatl  declared   their  entire  conviction  of  his 

\()i..  i\'.  I)   I) 
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CHAP.     Lordship's  innocence,  so  that  his  reputation  could  not  have 
■     suffered  in  the  manner  he  had  supposed :  farther  inquiry  wiis 


therefore  unnecessary.  But  the  House  must  have  been  much 
surprised  to  find  that  a  noble  and  learned  Peer,  whose  abilities 
and  merit  had  justly  so  great  weight  in  that  assembly,  should 
upon  a  trivial  circumstance  ridicule  as  a  fiction  a  horrid  and 
execrable  conspiracy  supported  by  so  many  concurring  proofs." 
— The  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  81  to  26.  Lord 
Cowper  having  entered  a  pi'otcst  in  the  Journals  against  this 
decision,  signed  a  solemn  declaration,  "  upon  his  HONOUR, 
that  the  statement  was  false."*  Layer  notwithstanding  this 
service,  was  convicted  and  executed. 
Lord  It  may  well   be    believed    that   Lord  Cowper  would  vi- 

Cowper        gorously   oppose    the    Bill    of  pains    and    penalties    against 


oppos 


bill  for  Atterljury,  however  much  he  might  condemn  his  principles. 
of  Aner-"'  This  bill"  did  not  affect  the  life  of  the  party  accused,  going 
bury.  no  farther  than  to  deprive  him  of  all  his  ecclesiastical  ])refer- 

ments,  to  banish  him,  and  to  make  it  felony  to  correspond  with 
him  without  the  King's  licence.  No  one  doubted  that  by  overt 
acts  to  bring  in  the  Pretender,  he  had  actually  been  guilty  of 
high  treason,  yet  there  was  no  sufficient  legal  evidence  against 
him  upon  which  he  could  be  convicted  judicially  before  a  cri- 
minal court,  and  reasonable  men  regarded  with  disapprobation 
and  alarm  the  precedent  of  legislating  penally  against  a  political 
enemy.  AVe  have  a  fuller  account  of  Lord  Cowper's  speech  on 
this  occasion  than  of  any  other  he  ever  delivered.  A  few  ex- 
tracts from  it  will  display  its  character  and  merit : — "  I  am,  my 
Lords,  against  this  bill,  not  only  because  I  think  nothing  has 
been  offered  sufficient  for  the  su})port  of  It,  but  because  I 
think  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Crown,  of  this  House, 
and  of  the  House  of  Commons,  concerned  in  the  event  of  it. 
That  House  began  by  voting  the  Bishop,  without  hearing 
him,  guilty  of  high  treason,  and  then,  instead  of  Impeaching 
him,  or  leaving  him  to  the  ordinary  course  of  law,  they  make 
tliemselves    his  judges    as    well    as    his    accusers,    and    |)a^s 

•  Tliis  document,  wlufh  was  priiitt'd  and  extensively  circulated,  «as  thus 
entitled: — "  'I'liu  Declaration  of  ^^  illiam  Karl  Cowper,  showiiiEj  that  tlie 
matters  contained  in  some  hearsays  relating  to  liiin  in  the  examination  ot" 
C'liristoi)lier  Layer  are  false  and  groundless."  See  8  Pari.  Hist.  201.  15  St. 
Tr.  <M-  (.'i:;. 
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sentence  of  condemnation  upon  him.     Your  Lordship's  pri-     chap. 

CXVII 
vileges  are  invaded,  for  in  you  is  vested  the  supreme  judicial    '_ 

power.  And  in  what  a  situation  does  this  course  of  pro- 
ceeding place  his  Majesty,  who  is  to  be  called  upon  to  give 
his  royal  assent  to  a  bill  for  the  utter  ruin  of  one  of  his 
subjects,  without  any  means  of  knowing  the  evidence  on 
which  it  rests.  *  Where  is  now  the  necessity  for  this  uncon- 
stitutional interference  ?  The  alleged  culprit  stands  at  your 
bar,  and  has  never  attempted  to  fly  from  justice.  If  there 
be  legal  evidence  against  him,  let  him  be  legally  convicted ; 
without  legal  evidence  he  must  be  wrongfully  condemned. 
I  expected  to  have  heard  from  the  Riglit  Reverend  Bench, 
that  to  make  or  deprive  Bishops  is  no  part  of  the  business  of 
the  state ;  and  it  must  be  owned  that  if  the  Parliament  can 
properly  deprive  this  Bishop,  we  are  equally  authorised  to 
make  anotlier  in  his  room.  I  can  guess  at  no  advantage 
which  the  Church  can  derive  from  this  bill,  except  that  it 
will  cause  a  vacancy  in  tlie  Deanery  of  Westminster  and  in 
the  See  of  Rochester."!  After  a  very  minute  and  masterly 
analysis  of  the  evidence  adduced  in  support  of  the  bill,  he 
thus  concludes:  — "  ^ly  Lords,  I  have  now  done;  and  if 
upon  this  occasion  I  have  tried  your  patience  or  discovered 
an  unbecoming  warmtli,  your  Lordships  will  impute  it  to 
the  concern  I  am  imdcr  lest,  if  tliis  bill  should  pass,  it  should 
become  a  dangerous  precedent  to  after  ages.  My  zeal  as  an 
Englishman  for  the  good  of  my  covmtry,  obliges  me  to  set 
my  face  against  oppression  in  every  shape ;  and  wherever  J 
think  I  meet  with  it  (it  matters  not  whether  one  man  or 
five  hundred  be  the  oppressors),  1  shall  be  sure  to  oppose  it 
with  all  my  might;  for  vain  will  be  the  boast  of  the  ox- 
cellcney  of  our  constitution,  In  vain  shall  we  talk  of  our 
liberty  and  our  proijorty  secured  to  us  by  law,  if,  when   it 


'"  'I'liis  is  ;i  s()i)liistical  siiljtlety,  for  tlio  Kini;  may  \k'  prosfnt  anil  is  ■^ll])pl)^^ll 
to  preside  in  the  Ili,i^li  Court  of  I'arlianienl.  IJcsidis,  lie  is  to  act  by  tlte 
advice  of  liis  ministers 

f  I'retty  well  I  —  l)iit  luit  eijual  to  the  >;arcasni  of  Lord  Iiathurst  in  the  same 
debate  on  the  Hishops  about  to  vote  aijainst  Atler!)uiy.  •■  I  can  hardly  account 
for  the  inveterate  malice  some  jiersons  hear  to  the  learned  and  ingenious  Bishop 
of  Ilochester,  unless  they  are  possessed  of  the  infatuation  of  the  wild  Indians, 
who  fondly  believe  tlii'y  will  inherit  not  only  the  spoils,  but  even  thi'  ahililiis  of 
anv  irreal  ein-mv  thev  kill.  " 
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CHAP,  suits  the  purpose  of  a  vindictive  majority  in  parliament, 
without  law  or  evidence  we  may  be  deprived  of  both.  There 
is  a  boast  in  this  case  that  life  is  spared,  but  that  mercy  is 
very  equivocal  which  bids  a  man  live  after  depriving  him  of 
all  for  which  life  is  desirable."  The  bill,  however,  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  83  to  43,  and  the  Bishop  was 
banished.  The  impolicy  of  this  proceeding  was  rendered 
more  striking  by  the  circumstance  of  Bolingbroke,  an  in- 
finitely more  dangerous  man,  who  had  been  openly  in  the 
service  of  the  Pretender  as  Secretary  of  State, —  at  the  same 
time,  by  means  of  a  bribe  to  the  Duchess  of  Kendal,  receiving 
a  partial  pardon,  and  being  allowed  to  return  to  England. 
Atterbury,  when  landed  at  Calais,  finding  him  ready  to 
embark  there,  said  with  a  smile,  —  "  Tlien  I  am  exchanged  !"* 
I  cannot  find  that  Bolingbroke  and  Lord  Cowper  afterwards 
met.  The  former,  however,  now  had  an  interview  witli  the 
King,  while  the  latter,  altliough  as  steadily  attached  as  ever 
to  the  Protestant  succession  and  the  House  of  Hanover, 
seems  no  longer  to  liave  been  admitted  at  Court. 
SlrR.  Wal-  Before  he  closed  liis  honourable  career,  there  was  only  one 
other  occasion  of  his  appearing  before  the  })ublic, — when  he 


ajfaiiist 


Roman  Ca-  displavcd  the  samc  liberal   pnnci})lcs   and  sound  judgment 

tholics  and  i-i'iti  •  •    t  ^         t      •  •   i       i    ^  '  o         i 

Nonjurors,    whicli  had  almost  invariably  distinguished  lum.      Stanliope 
and  Sunderland  were  now  no  more,  and  tlie  reins  of  ijovern- 


*  ]'o])o,  the  friend  of  both,  cxclaimud,  —  "  Tlils  nation  is  afraid  of  beinij  over- 
run witli  too  much  politeness,  and  cannot  rcjialn  one  crreat  genius  but  at  the 
expence  of  another."  But  the  Poet  had  ])artly  contributed  to  this  cata?troi)he 
by  being  such  a  shocking  l)ad  witness  for  Atterbury,  wIku  I'allcd  at  the  b;ir 
of  the  House  of  Lords  to  prove  liis  eliaracter  and  iiabits.  He  aftervvards  tried  to 
make  compensation  by  the  couplet, — 

"  How  ), leasing  Atterbury's  softer  hour  ! 

How  shines  his  soul  unconquer'd  in  the  'I'ower!" 

Atterbury's  best  defence  is  by  Swift,  who  most  hap])ily  ridicules  the  evidence 
of  the  horrid  conspiracy  chieily  relied  on  —  of  the  dog  Harleiiuin,  who 

"  Confess'd  as  ])lain  as  he  could  bark  ; 
Then  with  his  forefoot  set  his  niaik." 

To  this  conspiracy  the  relentless  satirist  ai'terwaids  alluded  in  Cudliver's  i'raveii 
"  as   the   workmansiiip  of  jjersons   wiio   desire    to   raise   their  t)\vn   chaiacter    of 
profound  politicians;   to  restore  new   vigour  to  a  crazy  administration;    to  stille 
or  divert  general   discontents,  and   to   (ill   their   coflers   with   forfeitures." 
Gay  i<jined  tiie  tuneful  throng  in  singing  the  praise  of  the  banished  man:  — 

"  See  Rochester  ajiproving  nods  his  iiead. 

And  rai  ks  one  modern  with  the  mighty  dead." 
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merit  were  in  the  firm  grasp  of  Walpole,  who,  although  far     CHAP, 
from  being  of  a  cruel  or  bigoted  temper,  had  by  no  means 


their  enlightened  views  of  religious  toleration,  and  who  was 
willing,  for  the  quiet  march  of  civil  government,  to  foster 
religious  prejudice.  Those  implicated  in  the  late  Jacobite 
plot  were  chiefly  Roman  Catholics,  and  great  odium  was 
incurred  by  all  adherents  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  in  the 
belief  that,  because  James  had  refused  to  renounce  it  to 
mount  a  throne,  they  were  all  zealously  devoted  to  his 
cause.  Walpole,  therefore,  as  well  to  gain  popularity  as 
money,  came  forward  with  a  proposal  to  raise  100,000/.  a 
year  upon  the  estates  of  Roman  Catholics.  The  tax  was 
much  approved  of  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  was 
extended  to  all  Nonjurors. 

When  the  bill  to  impose  it  came  up  to  the  House  of  May  20. 
Peers,  it  was  vigorously  opposed  by  Lord  Cowper,  who  ^'~^^ 
contended  that  whatever  gloss  religious  and  party  zealots  Cowper's 
might  put  upon  the  measure,  those  who  were  to  suffer  by  glra^nst  it. 
it  nuist  regard  it  as  persecution  ;  they  must  feel  that  they  were 
unjustly  made  to  sutler  for  the  crimes  of  others,  and  they  must 
be  rendered  hostile  to  the  government  which  could  sanction 
such  an  outrage.  lie  desired  their  Lordships  to  consider 
whether  they  were  not  themselves  injuring  the  Protestant 
cause  ;  for  Protestants  abroad  might  have  severe  hardships 
inflicted  upon  them  by  reason  of  our  persecuting  Roman 
Catholics  at  home,  lie  said  he  was  informed  that  the  King 
of  Si)ain  and  the  Regent  of  France  had  liscd  their  good 
oflfices  in  behalf  of  those  of  their  own  religion  amongst  us  :  and 
as  those  two  powerful  princes  had  given  undoubted  proofs  of 
their  friendshij)  to  his  Majcstv  in  discovering  and  (plashing 
the  late  conspiracy,  so  they  could  n(jt  l)ut  think  themselves 
but  iudlllerently  requited  if  this  bill,  marking  indiscrimi- 
nately all  Roman  ('atholies  for  Ncngeanee,  sliouM  pass  into  a 
law.  His  Lordship  added,  that  no  goN ;  rnineiit  i^ver  got 
any  advantage  I)y  persecuting  a  portion  of  its  .-nljeets.  —  of 
which  lie  gave  se^•el■al  instances;  and  he  j)artieularly  dwelt 
u})on  the  ill  conse(piences  to  France  iVom  tlie  re\()cation  of 
the  Fdict  of  Xautes,  '•  wherebv  niaiiv  of  her  wealthiest 
niereliaiils  and   most   skillul   arlifiecrs  iia.d  I)cen   driven  awav 
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CHAP,     to  employ   their  capital,   and  to  exercise   their  industry  in 
^    rival  states ;  and  the  object  seemed  to  be  that  there  should 


be  English  Roman  Catholic  refugees  enriching  France  and 
Spain,  and  plotting  against  their  native  country,  by  whom 
they  had  been  treated  so  unjustly."  He  carried  with  him  a 
glorious  minority  of  55  against  the  ministerial  majority  of" 
69  —  showing,  very  clearly,  that  the  measure  was  condemned 
by  the  real  sense  of  the  House.  Lord  Cowper's  last  act  as  a 
May  27        Peer  was  to  record  a  protest  against  it.*     In   a  few  davs 

1723.  .  .  .  •' 

afterwards,  the  session,  which  proved  to  be  his  last,  was  ter- 
minated by  a  prorogation. 
Lord  ^^\xi  we  must  view  him  after  his   resignation   in   private 

private  life,  1^^^.     He  divided  his  time  between  Colegrcen  and  London  f ; 
after  his       }j]^q  most  well-cducatcd  men,  relishing  the  beauties  of  nature, 

rtsigiiation,  p-i-n  ^      ^  n 

but  prefernng  the  mtellectual  pleasures  of  a  great  metropolis. 
Although  not  unacquainted  with  gardening  and  farming :!:, 
he  left  the  management  of  his  country  affairs  to  his  "  YiL- 
Licus,"  and  when  not  engaged  in  tlie  public  service,  to 
which  we  have  seen  he  still  devoted  himself,  he   employed 


*  8  I'arl.  Hist.  ^()3.  1  am  much  surprised  to  find  Archdeacon  Coxe  saying, — 
"  Whatever  opinions  may  be  formed  of  this  measure  according  to  the  strict 
rules  of  theoretical  justice,  the  policij  u-as  nnquest  to  noble,"  when  he  himself  pub- 
lishes an  admirable  letter  from  Speaker  Onslow,  in  which  that  sound  and  prac- 
tical politician,  giving  an  account  of  the  ])eople  going  to  take  the  oaths  that  they 
might  avoid  the  tax,  says,  — "  It  was  a  strange  as  well  as  ridiculous  sight  to  see 
people  crowding  to  give  a  testimony  of  their  allegiance  to  a  government,  and 
cursing  it  at  the  same  time  for  giving  them  the  trouble  of  so  doing,  and  for  tlie 
fright  they  were  luit  into  !)y  it  ;  and  I  am  satisfied  more  real  (iisatlection  to 
the  King  and  his  family  arose  from  it  than  from  any  thing  which  happened  in 
that  time.  It  made  the  Government  ai)pear  tyrannical  and  suspicious,  than 
which  nothing  can  be  more  hurtful  to  a  I'rincc  or  lessen  his  safety."  He  adtis 
some  admirable  observatiiins  on  the  general  inutility  of  political  oaths.  —  C'oxe's 
Mem.  of  Sir  M.  Walj).  vol.  ii.  ]>.  9:5 — 555.  'ibis  15111  txplains  a  line  in  l'o]^e 
which  has  puzzled  imlearneil  critics;  — 

"  J'"()itune  not  much  of  iiunibling   me  can  boast; 
Till)'  (luuiile  tiix'il,  hnn-  litl/r  huvv  J  lost  T" 

f  His  town  iiouse  was  latterly  in  (jrcat  (ieorge  .Street,  Westminster,  erected 
on  the  building  of  Westminster  IJridge,  and  then  the  most  fashionaljle  residence 
for  the  high  nobility,  now  appropriated  to  railroad  committee  rooms.  Having 
h  id  many  Chancellors  living  in  the  City  of  London  and  Borough  of  Soiitliw^nk, 
I  shall  soon  transfer  tiiem  to  (irosvei^jr  .Square. 

I  I  give  a  si)ecimen  of  his  directions: — •'  The  weeds  in  the  orchard  to  Ik- 
mowed.  The  little  kitchen-garden  in  the  corner  to  be  cleaned.  The  gooseberry 
and  currant  bushes  trinnned.  The  lig-trei's,  ninlbcny -trees,  and  such  as  seem 
di'caying  l)ut  not  <lespcrate,  watered.  Stir  a:id  clean  the  borders.  lUmiuc 
tree-.  \vhu!i  are  to  be  renio\cd.'" 
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his  leisure  in  the  education  of  his  children,  and  in  the  society     CHAP, 
of  his  professional,  political,  and  literary  friends.  ;_ 


From  a  kindly  feeling  for  him,  I  could  wish  that  he  had  Regret  that 
been  more  given  to  philosophy,  and  that,  after  the  example  of  wHte'ti'ie* 
several  of  his  illustrious  contemporaries,  he  had  mingled  "History of 
the  belles  lettres  with  politics.  He  had  before  his  eyes  Times." 
politicians  like  Bolingbroke  and  Chesterfield,  who  were 
making  themselves  distinguished  as  Jine  writers ;  and  Jine 
icriters,  like  Addison  and  Prior,  who,  with  less  felicity  of 
amalgamation,  had  risen  to  distinction  as  politicians.  What 
an  interesting  and  instructive  work  he  mio;ht  have  left  us  — 
ranking  him  with  the  most  illustrious  of  his  order — if,  on 
his  retirement  from  office,  he  had  sat  down  and  written 
the  "  History  of  his  own  Times,"  an  undertaking  for  which 
he  has  shown,  by  several  of  liis  compositions,  particularly 
by  his  •'  Impartial  State  of  Parties,"  presented  to  George  I., 
that  he  was  singularly  well  qualified  !  His  style  is  more 
accurate  and  flowing  than  that  of  his  friend  the  Bishop  of 
Salisbury ;  he  took  larger  views  of  constitutional  questions  ; 
his  insight  into  the  character  of  public  men  was  truer ;  he 
had  a  better  opportunity  of  knowing  the  real  springs  of 
action  in  ])artics  and  individuals,  and  he  was  infinitely  better 
qualified  to  weigli  evidence  and  to  detect  falseliood.  Had 
he  begun  with  the  Trial  of  the  Seven  Bishops,  giving  us 
an  account  from  })ersonal  observation  of  the  Defendants, 
the  Judges,  the  Counsel,  the  Jury,  and  the  feelings  of  the 
sjjcctators,  till  the  shout  of  ajiplause  arose  on  tlie  ac([uitlal 
—  and  had  gone  on  with  his  narrative,  introducing 
the  sensation  ])roducc(l  in  the  metropolis  when  tlic  news 
arrived  of  AVilliani's  landing- — his  own  march  at  the  liead  of 
a  little  military  band  to  meet  the  deliverer ---  the  opinions 
and  wishes  of  the  lawyers  in  general  at  this  great  crisis  *— - 
the  sjteedy  reaction  in  favour  of  the  banished  despot  —  the 
writer's  iirsv  introdnction  into  the  House  of  Commons  his 
rise    to   be   the    leader    of    the  WlTms   there —  the    state    of 


*  I  :i'.n  afraid  lie  would  not  liave  added  niiuli  to  thi'  rc'init  itioii  of  our  i>in- 
tcs'.ion  ;  lor  my  iiiveslij^.itions  lead  me  to  tlniik  that  tlioy  were  vi'ry  slavishly  in- 
clined, and  that  the  {'iirK(  ii  did  more  for  the   l!e\.ilulion  than  the  I.\w. 

n   n     I 
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CHAP,      the  borousrh  representation  when  he  proposed  to  bribe  Tot- 
CXVII.  .  ... 

1  ness  and  took  refuge  in  Berealstone  —  the  bitter  disappoint- 
ment of  the  Tory  party,  when  their  leaders  betrayed  them 
and  became  Whiggish  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
Anne  —  the  cabals  in  the  cabinet  after  he  was  her  Chan- 
cellor—  the  deliberations  on  the  prosecution  of  Sache- 
verell  —  the  dismay  of  the  Wliig  leaders  when  they  disco- 
vered tlie  fatal  error  they  had  committed  —  the  revolution  in 
the  public  mind  respecting  the  continuation  of  the  war  -— 
the  real  views  of  different  parties  as  to  the  succession  on  the 
Queen's  death  —  the  exultation  of  the  Jacobites  on  the 
arrival  of  the  King  George's  German  favovuntes,  and  the 
rapacity  they  dis})layed —  the  dissensions  in  the  royal  family 
with  which  the"  Chancellor  was  so  much  mixed  up  —  the  feelings 
at  Court  when  the  Earl  of  ]Mar's  rebellion  broke  out,  and  the 
old  Pretender  landed  in  Scotland  —  the  intrigues  for  saving 
the  lives  of  the  rebel  Lords  — ■  tlie  growing  favour  of  Lord 
Macclesfield  with  the  King  —  the  true  circumstances  of  tlic 
historian's  own  resignation  — ■  his  motives  for  opposing  the 
Bill  to  repeal  the  Test  and  Corporation  Acts  —  the  manner 
in  which  lie  was  regarded  when  all  his  prophecies  respecting 
the  South  Sea  scheme  had  been  more  than  realised  —  and 
the  ultimate  safety  of  the  Revolution  settlement  and  of  the 
new  dynasty,  by  the  appointment  of  AYalpole  as  Prime 
Minister, — he  would  have  left  us  a  work  far  more  interesting 
than  the  gossip  of  Burnet, —  to  be  placed  l)y  the  side  of  the 
"  History  t»f  the  Grand  Kebellion."  But  lie  des})Ised  au- 
thorship, and  he  is  comj)aratively  obsciu-e. 
His  He  now  composed  nothing  of  greater  magnitude  tlian 
his  wife.  familiar  epistles  to  his  wife.  The  Countess,  continuing  in 
the  household  of  the  Princess  of  AValcs,  was  frequently  sepa- 
rated from  him  while  in  waiting.  Thus  he  from  tinie  to 
time  addressed  her:  "As  for  your  present  condition,  1  hope, 
now  the  regret  at  parting  is  over,  it  is  not  only  easy  to  you 
]»ut  delightful  ;  it  cannot  be  otiicrwise  while  you  are  with  so 
good  a  mistress,  and  from  whom  you  have  received  such 
])roofs  of  kindness  to  you  as  cannot  be  counterfeit,  wliatever 
some  would  make  you  believe:  if  every  body  would  have 
(!ouuterfeited   with  me  at  tli:it  rate,    I   slioidd   not   haw   had 
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finy  cause  to  complain.  If  you  discern  that  any  are  sow-  CHAP, 
ing  seeds  in  your  Court  that  may  raise  strife,  I  hope  you  will 
use  your  best  endeavours  to  root  'em  out,  and  when  you  have 
so  done  your  duty,  you  will  have  more  reason  to  be  uncon- 
cerned at  the  event,  if  it  should  be  unfortunate,  than  if  you 
had  endeavoured  nothing.  Though  when  you  have  done  so 
well,  I  would  not  have  you  so  much  as  hope  that  there  are  not 
those  who  will  represent  you  as  a  most  intolerable  mischief- 
maker.  Slanders  which  are  no  more  than  expected  arc  the 
easier  borne,  which  makes  me  foretell  this."  *  "I  thank  you 
for  your  endearing,  and,  I  depend,  very  sincere  expressions ; 
but,  considering  all  things,  I  think  'tis  but  reasonable  that  at 
least,  for  variety  of  living,  you  should  find  something  more 
satisfactory  in  a  Court  than  you  can  in  a  retired  minister 
(who  you  know  is  always  a  peevish  creature)  and  so  solitary 
a  place."  f  "  The  Attorney  General  puts  me  in  mind  of  the 
choice  by  which  they  usually  try  idiots;  'tis  to  see  if  they 
win  choose  an  aj)ple  befoi'c  a  piece  of  gold  :  the  practice  of 
the  Attorney  General  (well  performed)  is  not  only  of  great 
profit  and  substantial  honour,  authority,  and  credit  in  the 
state,  whereas  being  in  the  list  of  Privy  Councillors  is  the 
very  emptiest  and  lightest  food  for  vanity  that  I  know  of."  J 
"I  am  just  come  from  the  House  at  eight  o'clock  at  night, 
and  therefore  you'll  excuse  mc  if  I  write  the  shorter.  The 
debate  turned  on  this,  whether  the  address  to  the  King 
should  contain  an  approbation  of  the  stroke  given  Si)ain,  or 
that  piirt  be  left  to  a  further  and  more  mature  conslderaticm, 
before  the  House  engaged  their  advice  in  it.  The  innnediate 
approbation  was  carried  by  o9  against  45.  I  was  of  the 
losing  side."  §      "  I  am  mighty  full  of  lousiness  from  morning 

*    L'ltli  June.  IT  IS. 

t  'J9tii  .riiiK",  ms. 

J  4tli  .July.  171 S.  This  refers  to  lA'clnnore,  tluii  Atturnoy  GiMicral,  who 
then  took  good  adv'u'e;  but  was  afterwards,  in  i\[ay  IT'.'O,  silly  enough  to  retire 
on  a  peerage 

§  11th  Nov.  171S.  This  was  the  first  day  of  the  session,  and  the  debate  was 
on  the  address.  Aeeording  to  the  Parliamentary  Ilistmy  (vii.  S'Jl.  ),  t'.ie  di- 
vision was  8:i  to  50;  but,  1  ])resnine,  this  ineluiied  proxies.  Karl  C'owpcr  him- 
self spoke,  altiiough  he  does  not  mention  this  to  his  wife;  l)ut  Lord  .Stanhojje's, 
on  the  ministerial  side,  is  the  only  spei'ch  in  the  (!i>li.,te  of  «hieh  a  fiagment  is 
preserved. 

That  I  may  not    break  tiu'  series  of  lus   letters  to  his  v.ife,  I  will   here  coiiv  a 
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CHAP,     to  ni<»;ht,  and  sufficiently  weary  before  that  comes.      It  is 
CXVII  .  . 
'_    cruelty  in  you  to  tantalize  a   poor   country-man    with  the 

life  of  state  and  pleasure  you  describe.  I  could  be  con- 
tent as  I  am,  if  I  did  not  hear  of  such  fine  doings."  * 
"  Since  we  neither  beat  our  servants  nor  fine  them,  the  only 
way  to  govern  them  is  to  make  them  so  content  with  their 
places,  that  they  shall  fear  turning  away.  John's  drunken- 
ness seems  a  tertian,   having  one  sober  day   between  two 

letter  from  him  to  the  Princess  of  Wales,  and  another  to  the  Prince,  wjiich  are 
worth  preserving,  to  show  the  terms  on  which  he  lived  with  them  : 

"  Madam, 
"  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Royal  Highness  for  my  poor  wife, 
who  is  not  ahle  to  do  it  for  herself,  heing  taken  with  a  violent  diarriicea  on 
Friday  morning  last,  which,  though  yesterday,  and  thus  far  of  this  day,  it  hath 
in  some  degree  abated,  has  rendered  her  so  very  weak,  that  'tis  impossible  for 
her  to  stir  from  the  place  she  is  in  without  the  greatest  hazard  of  her  life.  I 
am  far  from  thinking  her  safe  with  all  the  care  she  can  take.  Her  real  and 
earnest  desire  and  hope  to  wait  on  your  Royal  Highness,  have  caused  her  not  to 
consent  to  my  writing  this  true  excuse  till  the  last  moment  allowed,  which  has 
also  hindered  her  from  trying  to  get  another  lady  to  wait  for  her,  so  that  she 
has  nothing  to  rely  on  but  your  goodness:  of  which  she  has  had,  on  former  oc- 
casions, so  great  proofs,  as  it  is  impossible  we  should  not  both  ever  acknowledge 
with  the  utmost  gratitude. 

"  I  am,  with  perfect  fidelity  and  devotion, 
"  Madam, 
"  Your  most  dutiful  and  most  obedient  Servant, 
"  19th  July,  1719.  "  Cowpku. 

"  My  wife  desires  her  most  humble  duty  may  be  presented  to  your  R.  H.  ; 
and  we  beg  our  most  humble  duty  may  be  presented  to  his  R.  II." 

"  Sir, 
"  I  was  concernd  that  y''  messenger  had  y*^  trouble  to  come  so  far  as  this 
place,  w^*'  1  hop'd  was  prevented  by  my  ordering  y*  y""  R.  II. 's  l'"''  should  be  re- 
ceiv'd  at  my  house  in  town,  and  sent  by  my  j)acket  of  this  night  to  me;  but  I 
was  coverd  with  confusion  wlien  I  found  in  it  y'^  goodness  and  most  oblidging 
maner  w*"^  w'^*'  you  had  granted  my  request,  least  I  should  not  live  to  de'-erve 
it.  I  assure  you,  S',  y*-  what  is  lel"t  me  of  life  shall  !)e  princijjally  ajjplyd  to 
that  end. 

"  I  am,  w"'  perfect  constancy  and  truth, 
"  Your  much  oblidged,  and  most  dutyfull  and  most  obed'  servant, 
"  18th  July,  1720."  "  Cowi-Kr.. 

*  'id  June,  17'_'0.  I  am  uiucli  afraid  tliat  the  Fx-chancellor,  notwithstanding 
his  affected  pleasantry,  was  really  at  this  moment  in  his  retreat  sighing  for  the 
woolsack  with  all  the  anxieties  and  labours  which  induced  him  to  resign  it. 
Perhaps  I  may  say  of  most  of  my  Ex-chancellors: 

"  Qiiam  vellent  athere  in  alto 

Nunc  ....  duros  i)erferre  laljores  ! 

Fas  obstat,  tristique  palus  inamabilis  inula 

.'Vlligat,  et  novies  Styx  interfusa  coercet." 

I  remember  old  Judge  Heath  observing  to  me  soon  after  I  uas  called  to  the 
bar,  "  1  have  known  many  Ex-chancellors  in  my  time,  but  I  liave  never  kiio-n  n 
a  contented  one  yet." 
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drunken  ones,  except  that  on  Friday  it  proved  quotidian."*     CHAP. 

"  The   country  is  excessively  pleasant,  but  I  am    sensible    '_ 

while  it  pleases  it  dulls  me,  and  in  these  few  days  I  have 
contracted  a  great  degree  of  indolence,  and  an  aversion  to  all 
cares  but  the  little  ones  of  this  place.  Would  to  God  our 
leaders  would  need  no  observation,  or  that  they  would  effec- 
tually take  it  up.  I  am  far  from  thinking  it  pleasant,  or 
indeed  wise,  to  set  up  for  a  Reformer;  but  somebody 
must  endeavour  to  prevent  things  from  running  to  an  excess 
of  ill."  t 

The  following  is  the  only  remaining  letter  in  my  posses- 
sion of  Lord  Cosvper  to  the  Countess,  and  it  Avill  be  read 
with  great  interest,  as  it  is  the  last  he  ever  sent  to  her,  and 
Avas  written  exactly  one  week  before  he  died.  She  was  then 
at  Colegrecn,  he  being  detained  by  some  private  business  in 
London.  Having  despatched  this,  he  hoped  to  join  her  im- 
mediately. The  handwriting  is  considerably  altered,  indi- 
cating infirmity  or  nervousness.  I  am  not  able  to  offer  any 
further  explanation  of  the  letter  or  its  allusions. 

"  George  Street,  'riuirsd.  '3  Oct.  'j'|,p  ].,^_f 

"'  My   I)''-^*  Life,  '  letter 'he 

"  1  reed  your  Ire  here  last  night,  dated  on  Tuesday  last :  ''^'" 
it  is  very  hard  a  man  and  wife  cannot  correspond  w''^  inno- 
cent &  proper  freedom,  without  its  beeing  a  divei'sion  to  a 
third  person.  To-day  I  ho])e  to  finish  w"^  y*^  1).  of  K.,  who 
is  gone  somewhatt  ill  to  Kest  by  the  D^'*  advice  ;  but  then  I 
have  3000  dead  to  dispose  of,  w'^'^  'tis  worth  staying  one  day 
longer  for  ;  so  I  cant  be  w*''  aou  till  Sat.  next.  I  am, 
"  D^t  M.,' 

''  Yours  w"'  perfect  alfectlon, 

"  C."* 

He  reached  Colegrecn  on   Satunlav  us  he  expected,  but,    lii-^  ilenth. 
being  ex[)()sed   to  severe  cold  on   lils  journey,  he  was  taken 
violently  111  Inunediately  after  his  arrhal   at  home,  and  his 
disease  soon  assunuHl  a  ver\'  alarming  asi)i"et.      He  received 
all    the  attentions  which   the   I'onde.-l   alVectlon   could   bestow 

*  .-th  .hiuc.  ]:-:o  t  I'M:  Ayvii,   \:::-j. 
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CHAP,      from  his  wife  and  from  liis  children.     When  informed  of  his 
CX  VII 

'  danger,  he  received  the  intelligence  with  firmness,  and  with 

becoming  resignation  and  composure  lie  prepared  to  meet  his 
end.     He  expired  on  Thursday,  the  10th  of  October,   1723, 
in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age. 
Oct.  19.  IJc  was  buried  in  the  ])arish  church  of  Hertingfordbury, 

His  burial,  i'l  Hertfordshire,  the  resting-place  of  his  immediate  ancestors 
and  of  many  of  his  descendants.  The  sexton  shows  a 
splendid  marble  monument  as  his,  but,  in  reality,  it  was 
erected  in  honour  of  his  brother  Spencer,  the  tludge,  and 
there  is  not  even  a  tablet  to  indicate  the  spot  where  his  dust 
reposes. 
His  merits.  Brass  and  marble  may  be  reserved  for  those  who,  without 
their  aid,  would  soon  sink  from  the  memory  of  mankind. 
Lord  Chancellor  Cowper  achieved  for  himself  a  permanent 
place  in  the  public  annals  of  his  country.  He  retains  a  high 
reputation  as  a  lawyer,  as  a  statesman,  and  as  an  orator.  He 
was  a  consistent  and  most  honourable  politician,  fully  under- 
standing, and  ever  acting  upon,  the  true  princl})les  of  the 
English  constitution.  He  must  likewise  l)e  considered,  upon 
the  whole,  a  friend  to  religious  liberty,  although  he  had  not, 
like  Lord  Stanhope,  so  far  outrun  the  prejudices  of  the  age 
as  to  perceive  that,  for  the  sake  of  true  jiicty,  and  to  rescue 
the  established  Church  from  unmerited  oclinm,  civil  privileges 
ought  not  to  depend  upon  any  religious  test. 
Truth  of  It   is    now   my    duty   dclil)cratcly  to   examine   the   grave 

tiec  large     J^p^tatiou   cast   upon   his   moral  character.      A\'hen  lie  was 

oi  l)igan)y  ^  ^ 

against  him  rising  to  eminence  as  the  leader  of  the  AVhigs  in  tlie  House 
of  Commons,  the  rumour  to  which  I  have  alluded  origi- 
nated, that  he  had  married  a  second  wife  v.hile  the  first 
was  still  alive,  and  this  was  industriously  circulated  during 
his  first  chancellorship.      On  the  change  of  government  (as 

Swift.  we  have  seen)  it  was   eagerly  seized  on  by   Swift,   become 

Tory,  who,  in  his  contrast  between  the  then  late  and  ])resL'nt 
ministers,  did  not  scruple  to  charge  the  Kx-chancellor  (\>w- 
])er  with  having  not  only  i>ractised  but  deliberately  defended 
[)olvganiv.  Then  came  Swift's  associate,  the  infamous  ]Mrs. 
Mauley,  who,  in  the  New  Ataeantis,  luuler  the  names  of 
"IIeunando  and  IjOUIsa,"   u-ave  a  most    detailed  and    in- 
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flammatory  account  of  the  guilty  loves  of  Lord  Cowper  and     CHAP. 
a  young  lady,  supposed  to  have  been  his  ward,—  with  a  repre-     ^^^^^' 
sentation  that  he  had  persuaded  her  of  the  lawfulness  of  a  Mrs. 
plurality  of  wives  —  and  a  broad  assertion  that  his  brother  •^^^"'''>'- 
Spencer,  disguised  as  a  French  refugee  priest,  performed  the 
ceremony  of  marriage  betAveen  them.     The  charge  was  so 
often  repeated  tliat  it  gained  credit,  and  the  nickname  of 
"  Will     Bigamy,"    by    which    the    Tories    designated    the 
Keeper  of   Queen  Anne's   conscience,   afterwards   stuck   to 
him.     When  Voltaire  visited  England,  to  inspect  our  cus-   Voltaire, 
toms,  he  found  the  story  very  rife.    Believing,  or  affecting  to 
believe  it,  —  when  he  published  his  "  Philosophical  Dic- 
tionary," and   under  the   word   "  Femme,"   discussed  the 
subject   of  Pohjyamy,   in  the   section  entitled  "  De  la  Poly- 
gamic permisc  par  quelques  Papes  et  par  quelqucs  Reforma- 
teurs,"  he  boldly  introduced  this  sentence  :   "  11  est  j^ublic  en 
Angleterre,  et  on  voudroit  le  nier  en  vain,  que  le  Chanccllier 
Cowper  epousa  deux  femmes,  qui  vecurent  ensemble  dans 
sa  maison  avec  inie  concorde  singuliere  qui  fit  honneiu*  a  tons 
trois.     Plusieurs   curieux   ont   encore  le   petit  livre   que   ce 
Chanccllier  composa  en  faveur  dc  la  Polygamic."  * 

After  an  impartial  investigation,  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
the  charge  rests  on  no  authority,  and  is  contradicted  by 
strong  circumstantial  evidence.  I  suppose  Voltaire's  testi- 
mony will  have  as  little  weight  with  respect  to  tlic  fact 
of  the  pohjijamy,  as  to  the  "petit  livre"  in  favour  of  the 
practice. 

The  jinuble  of  obscenity  and  falsehood,  entitled  the  2s EW 
A'l'ALANTis,  was  treated  with  scorn  by  all  sensible  men  when 
it  a[)})cared,  and  can  now  mislead  no  one  acquainted  with  its 
infamy.  Swift,  as  a  slanderer  of  private  chai'acter,  is  to  l>e 
placed  in  the  same  category  with  the  authoress  of  it.  Indeed, 
lie  himself  expresses  great  respect  and  synqiathy  for  her,  and 

*  I  liavL'  lu'iud  it  assorted,  that  \'oltairt'  declares  elsewliire,  that  •' accorciiiij; 
to  the  laws  and  iisajjces  ot"  England,  the  Lord  Chancellor  is  privileged  l)y  his 
ofiice  to  have  as  many  wives  as  he  pleases,  w  hence  one  of  his  titles  is  that  ot" 
Lord  Kitjnr."'  I  should  not  have  lieen  at  all  surprised  to  have  seen  such  a 
statement  in  the  "  Lettres  sur  1' Angleterre,"  but  I  ha\e  not  been  ahle  to  meet 
witii  it  there,  or  in  any  of  the  other  writings  of  the  Philosopher  of  Ferney, 
which  I  have  ventured  to  consult. 
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CHAP,     shows  that  there  can  be  no  injustice  in  classing  them   to- 
^^^^^'     gether.     "  Poor  Mrs.  Manley,"  he  writes  to  Stella,  "  is  very 
Panegyric    ill ;  the  printer  tells  rac  he  is  afraid  she  cannot  live  long.     I 
Manley,  by  ^^  heartily  sorry  for  her ;  she  has  very  generous  principles 
Swift.  for  one  of  her  sort*,  and  a  great  deal  of  good  sense  and 

invention."  f  General  rumour  can  go  for  nothing  where  such 
arts  are  used  to  poison  the  public  mind.  The  charge  is  never 
glanced  at  in  parliamentary  conflict,  although  the  vices  of 
the  Duke  of  Wharton  frequently  are ;  and  it  is  not  men- 
tioned in  any  publication  with  the  slightest  claim  to  respect- 
ability. 
Refutation  On  the  otlicr  hand,  I  have  had  access  to  documents  in 
calumny.  which,  had  the  story  been  true,  there  must  have  been  some 
trace  of  it.  Lord  Cowpcr  actually  was  married  to  two  wives 
^but  —  successively  —  not  simultaneously.  I  have  seen  his 
correspondence  with  both  these  ladles  from  before  the  time 
when  he  wedded  tlie  first,  till  he  left  the  second  a  widow  to 
lament  his  loss,  and  I  can  find  nothing  in  it  but  sentiments 
of  warm,  mutual,  and  undivided  aflfcction.  He  seems  to  have 
been  a  true  and  a  tender  husband  —  of  which  I  may  give  a 
touching  proof  by  an  extract  from  the  diary  of  the  second 
Lady  Cowper :  — 

"  April  7th,  1716.  After  dinner  we  went  to  Sir  Godfrey 
Knellers  to  see  a  picture  of  my  Lord  which  he  is  drawing, 
and  is  the  best  that  was  ever  done  for  him ;  it  is  for  my  dress- 
ing room,  a}id  in  the  same  ■posture  that  he  watched  me  so  many 
iceeks  in  my  yreat  illness." 

Upon  the  whole,  I  think  we  may  safely  set  down  the 
charge  that  Lord  Chancellor  Co\v})or  advocated  and  practised 
polygamy  to  party  malignity,  which  in  his  time  raged  among 

*  Her  most  creditable  jiositioii  was  as  mistress  to  Swift's  old  friend,  Alder- 
man Barber.  The  Uean  was  well  acquainted  with  iier  history  from  the  moment 
of  her  birth,  as  we  know  by  his  lines  to  "  ("o];is  na.''  Most  of  these  are  until 
t(j  be  transcribed,  but  I  iiny  copy  the  stanza  ceUbralini;  her  jjreeocity  in 
shmder  : 

"  Her  talent  slie  display 'd  betimes, 

For  in  twice  twtlvi.'  revolvinjj  moons 

She  seem'd  to  lauj^h  and  s(]uall  in  rhymes, 

And  all  her  f^estiirt's  were  lampoons.'' 

^\■hat  she  did  at  six  and  at  tweive  must  not  be  told, 
t   .b)uinal  to  Stilla,   171'-'.       tio'th  J:inn.irv. 
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men  and  women  to  a  degree  of  which  we  can  form  no  notion,     CHAP. 

without  studying  the  libellous  publications  which  then  dis- '__ 

graced  the  press.* 

Having  paid  such  attention  to  Lord  Cowper's  detractors,  it   Testlmo- 
will  be  bare  justice  to  mention  some  of  the  eulogies  pro-  favour  of 
nounced  upon  him  by  contemporary  writers  in  verse  and   Lord 
in  prose.     Ambrose  Philips,  secretary  to  a  Lord  Chancellor   a.  Philips! 
as  well  as  a  poet,  and  therefore  competent  to  judge  of  his 
merit,    not   only   praises   his  disinterestedness  in  sacrificing 
"  New  Years'  Gifts,"  but  in  the  Pindaric  ode  to  his  memory, 
ascribes  to  him  every  pu])lic  and  private  virtue.     A   few  ex- 
tracts from  it  may  please. 

"  Wake  tlie  British  har))  again 
To  a  sad  melodious  strain. 

*  *  *  * 

Here  we  come,  and  hence  we  go, 
Shadows  passing  to  and  fro. 
Seen  awhile,  forgotten  soon, 
15ut  thou  to  fair  distinction  born, 
Thou,  Cow])er,  beamy  in  the  morn 
Of  life,  still  bright'ning  to  the  pitch  of  noon. 
Scarce  verging  to  the  steej)  decline  ^ 

Hence  summon'd,  while  thy  virtues  radiant  sliiiie 
Shall  be  remember'd  with  a  fond  applause, 
So  long  as  Britons  own  the  same  indulgent  laws. 
»  • 

Hear  him  sjjeaking,  and  you  hear 

Reason,  tuneful  to  the  ear ! 

Lij)s  with  tliyniy  language  sweet, 


•  The  fable  of  tiie  "Treatise"  is  evidently  taken  from  the  panegyric  on  a 
"  plurality  of  wives,"  which  Mrs.  !\Ianley  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Lord  Cowpcr, 
in  a  speech  supjjosed  to  be  addressed  by  Hkiinando  to  Louisa.  3Iuch  of  it  is 
too  gross  to  be  read ;  but  an  innocent  sjjccimen  of  it  may  be  given.  "  'I'hc  law 
of  nature,  as  well  as  the  custom  of  many  nations,  and  most  religions,  declare  for 
polygamy.  The  ancient  Hebrews  indulged  in  ))lurality  of  m  ives  and  mdimited 
use  of  concubinage.  The  Turks,  and  all  the  people  in  the  world  hut  the  I'.iiro- 
peans,  still  ])reserve  the  privilege.  It  is  to  be  owned,  their  maimer  in  all  things 
is  less  adulterated  than  ours;  their  veracity,  morality,  and  habit  of  living,  less 
corrupted.  In  jjretending  to  reform  their  abuses,  Euroiic  has  oidy  refined  their 
vices.  '  Some  of  the  scenes  between  Her.nan'do  and  Loiisa,  which  .Swilt 
thonght  dis])layed  IMis.  Mauley's  "good  sense  aiul  invention,"  are  most  tlagiti- 
oiisly  indecent. 

.\  sin)ilar  story  was  told  (and  ])eiha))s  with  as  little  foundation)  of  another 
eminent  l.iwyer  who  then  flourished.  Instead  of  the  two  wives  agreeing  so  well 
together  in  the  Voltaire  fashion,  it  was  said  tli;it  they  did  not  know  of  each 
other's  existence  ;  ami  that  he  passed  a  ])art  of  every  niglit  in  the  liou'-e  with 
e.ieh  of  them,  telling  the  one  whom  lu'  visited  first  that  he  was  oiiligcd  to  le.ive 
hei-  to  go  vciy  early  in  the  morning  to  his  chamliers  in  the  Tiiiiple  :  and  the 
other,  whom  he  then  visited,  that  he  Mas  ol)liged  to  remain  at  elianibers  till  so 
I, lie  ,111  luitir. 
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CHAP.  Distilling  on  tlie  hearer's  mind 

CXVII.  Tne  bahn  of  wisdom,  speech  refin'd, 

Celestial  gifts  !    Oli,  when  the  nobles  meet 

When  next,  thou  sea-s'irrounded  land. 

Thy  nobles  meet  at  IJrunswick's  liigh  command. 

In  vain  they  shall  the  charmer's  voice  desire. 

In  vain  those  lips  of  elocjucnce  re(juire, 

That  mild  conviction,  which  the  soul  assails, 

By  soft  alarms  and  with  a  gentle  force  prevails  !"* 

Pope.  In  Pope's  imitation  of  Horace,  where  lie  introduces  his  two 

brother  Serjeants  complimenting  each  other,  he  makes  Cowper 
their  model  of  grace : 

"  'Twas,  '  Sir,  your  wit,'  and  '  Sir,  your  eloquence.' 
'  Fours,  Coiiyct^s  manner;'  and  'yours,  Talbot's  sense."'f 

Sir  C.  He  is  likewise  celebrated   in   the    poem    ascribed  to   Sir 

Hanbury      Charles  Hanbury  Williams,  in  which  offerino-s  are  supposed 

vYilliams.  ^  '  f^  ^'^ 

to  be  made  to  Sir  Hans  Sloane  to  enrich  his  Museum : 

"  Some  strains  of  eloquence,  wliich  liung 
In  ancient  times  on  Tully's  tongue, 
But  which  conceal'd,  and  lost  had  lain. 
Till  Cowi'ER  found  them  out  again." 

Steele.  "  Who,"  says    Steele  in  describing  the  characters  of  the 

Whig  ministers,  "  is  not  pleased  to  see  a  person  in  the  high- 
est station  in  the  law,  who  was  the  most  eminent  in  his  pro- 
fession, and  the  most  accomplislied  orator  at  the  bar  ?  "  |  The 
same  writer,  in  his  Dedication  of  the  3rd  volume  of  the  Tatler 
to  Lord  Cowper,  thus  speaks  of  him :  "  It  is  our  common 
good  that  your  admirable  eloquence  can  now  no  longer  be 
employed  but  in  the  expression  of  your  own  sentiments  and 
judgment.  The  skilful  [)leadcr  is  now  for  ever  changed  into 
the  just  judge ;  which  latter  character  your  Lordship  exerts 
with  so  })revalllng  an  lni[)artiallty,  that  you  win  the  apj)i-ob;i- 
tlon  even  of  those  who  dissent  from  you,  and  you  always 
obtain  favour  because  you  are  never  moved  by  It.  The 
graceful  manner,  the  apt  gestiu'c,  and  the  assumed  concern, 
are  impotent  helps  to  persuasion,  in  comparison  of  the  honest 
countenance  of  him  wlu)  utters  what  he  really  means.    From 

*    I  wish  that  Ambrose  had  tried  to  celebrate  him  in  a  '■  Pastoral."  instead  of 
an  "Ode." 

]■  "  Frater  erat  Uonuc  consuhi  rhetor  ;  lit  alter 

Alterius  sermone  mero:.  au.liret  honores." 

I    Tatler,  7th   Feb.  1710. 
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whence  it  is  that  all  the  beauties  which  others  attain  with     CHAP. 

ex  VI I 

labour,  are  in  your   Lordship  but  the  natural  effects  of  the  '_ 

heart  that  dictates." 

While  he  was  excluded  from  office  in  the  latter  end  of  the  Paper  in 

reiffn  of  Queen  Anne,  and  never  likely  again  to  have  the  distri-  "  ^P^,^". 

»  *'  '  .  .  tator     in 

bution  of  public  patronage,  Hughes  devoted  to  his  praise  an  en-  his  praise. 
tire  paper  of  the  Spectator,  with  this  motto  from  Tibullus :  — 

"  Quodcunque  meae  poterunt  aiidere  Camoena! 

Sgu  tibi  par  poterunt  ;   seu  quod  spes  abnuit,  ultra  ; 
•Sive  minus  ;  ccrteque  canent  minus  :   omne  vovemus 
Hoe  tibi :   ne  tanto  carcat  mihi  nomine  charta."  * 

I  extract  the  passages  which  I  consider  the  most  charac- 
teristic. —  "  In  his  private  domestic  employments  he  is 
no  less  glorious  than  in  his  public ;  for  it  is  in  reality 
a  more  difficult  task  to  be  conspicuous  in  a  sedentary 
inactive  life  than  in  one  spent  in  hurry  and  business. 
There  are  many  who  are  acceptable  to  some  particular 
persons,  whilst  the  rest  of  mankind  look  upon  them  with 
coldness  and  indifference ;  but  he  is  the  first  whose  entire 
good  fortune  it  is  ever  to  please  and  to  ])c  pleased,  wherever 
he  comes  to  be  admired,  and  wliercvcr  he  is  absent  to  be  la- 
mented. His  merit  fares  like  the  pictures  of  Raphael,  which 
are  either  seen  with  admiration  by  all,  or  at  least  no  one  dare 
(jwn  he  has  no  taste  for  a  composition  which  has  received  so 
universal  an  applause.  It  is  below  him  to  catch  the  sight 
with  any  care  of  dress ;  his  outward  garb  is  but  the  emblem 
of  his  mind.  He  is  still  the  principal  figure  in  the  room. 
He  first  engages  your  eye  as  if  there  were  some  point  ol" 
light  which  shone  strong<'r  upon  him  than  on  any  other 
person.  Nothing  can  equal  tlic  pleasure  tliat  is  taken  In 
hearing  him  speak,  but  tlie  satisfaction  one  receives  In  tlu' 
civility  and  attention  he  pays  to  tlic  discourse  of  otliers.  His 
looks  are  a  silent  commendation  of  what  is  good  and  praise- 
worthy, and  a  secret  reproof  to  what  is  licentious  and  extra- 
vagant. He  knows  how  to  appear  free  and  open  without 
danger  of  Intrusion,  and  to  be  cautious  without  seeming 
reserved.'''  f 

•     Tlhull.  1    Kl.  iv.  '_'). 

I    Siii'i'tator,  N'.).  -hiT.  vol.  \'i.  :i^b. 
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CHARACTER    OF 


CHAP. 
CXVII. 

His  clia- 
racter  in 
•'  True 
Briton  " 
and  "  His- 
torical 
Register. " 


By  Duke 

^Vllarton. 


Compli- 
ment to  his 
eloquence 
l)y  Lord 

Cliester- 
field. 


The  following  character  of  him  appeared  in  the  "  True 
Briton,"  a  few  days  after  his  death,  and  was  afterwards  trans- 
ferred into  the  "  Historical  Register,"  for  the  year  1723. 
"  He  was  the  most  accomplished  lawyer,  civilian,  and  states- 
man, that  England  bore  for  many  ages  past ;  being  consummate 
in  the  knowledge  not  only  of  the  common  and  statute  law,  and 
of  the  constitution  of  his  country,  but  also  of  the  law  of  nations, 
imperial  institutes  and  canon  law ;  and  he  had  received  from 
nature,  and  cultivated  by  polite  literature,  excellent  endow- 
ments, that  gave  a  lustre  to  his  great  learning :  a  bright,  quick, 
penetrating  genius ;  an  exact  and  sound  judgment ;  a  fruitful 
yet  unluxuriant  and  agreeable  imagination  ;  a  manly  and 
flowing  eloquence  ;  a  clear,  sonorous  voice ;  a  gracious  aspect; 
an  easy  address ;  in  a  word,  all  that's  necessary  to  form  a 
complete  orator." 

The  Duke  Wharton,  writing  after  Lord  Cowper's  deatli, 
says,  "  He  came  not  to  the  Seals  without  a  great  deal  of 
prejudice  from  the  Tory  party  in  general,  among  whom  I 
believe  there  w^as  not  one  but  maligned  him.  But  how  lonn- 
did  this  scene  continue  ?  He  had  scarcely  presided  in  that 
high  station  one  year,  before  the  scales  became  even  with  the 
universal  applause  and  approbation  of  both  parties.  There 
was  not  the  least  mark  of  party  rage,  rashness,  rigour,  or 
impatience  to  be  seen  or  traced  throughout  all  his  conduct  in 
this  critical  branch  of  his  high  office  ;  for  which  lie  showed 
such  a  masterly  genius  and  uncommon  abilities,  that  made 
easy  to  him  the  great  task  of  dispensing  justice,  which,  like 
the  sun,  he  dispensed  with  equal  lustre  on  all  without  regard 
to  quality  or  distinction." 

The  most  valuable  testimony  to  his  powers  of  speaking, 
although  mixed  with  a  little  sarcasm,  is  from  Lord  Chester- 
field :  "  The  nature  of  our  constitution  makes  eloquence 
more  useful  and  more  necessary  in  this  country  than  in  any 
other  in  Europe.  A  certain  degree  of  good  sense  and  know- 
ledge is  requisite  for  that  as  well  as  for  every  thing  else  ;  but 
beyond  that,  the  purity  of  diction,  the  elegancy  of  style, 
the  harmony  of  periods,  a  pleasing  elocution,  and  a  graceful 
action,  are  the  things  which  a  j)ublic  speaker  should  attend 
to  the  most;  because  his  audience  does,  —  and  understands 
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them  the  best,  —  or  rather,  indeed,  understands  little  else.      CHAP. 

The  late  Lord  Chancellor  Cowper's  strength  as  an  orator  lay  ]_ 

by  no  means  in  his  reasonings,  for  very  often  he  hazarded 
very  weak  ones.  But  such  was  the  purity  and  elegancy  of  his 
style,  such  the  propriety  and  charms  of  his  elocution,  and 
such  the  gracefulness  of  his  action,  that  he  never  spoke 
without  universal  applause.  The  ears  and  the  eyes  gave  him 
up  the  hearts  and  the  understandings  of  the  audience."* 

After  all,  perhaps,  the  very  high  opinion  entertained  of  '^""ibute  to 
his  talents  in  his  own  time   may  best  be  understood  by  the   New  Ata- 
extorted  praise,  mixed  witli  gratuitous  abuse   of  him,  to  be  '^"''^• 
found  in  the  New  Atalantis  itself:  "  All  the  great  sue- 
cess  he  has  met  with  is  due   to  the   brightness  of  his   own 
genius ;  he  OAved  much  more   to   his  natural  than   acquired 
parts.     His  memory  was  good,  so  was  his   luck  :  to   those 
were  joined  a  great  deal  of  wit ;  a  volubility  of  tongue ;  ready 
sentiments,  and  a  most  plausible  address ;  religion  in   pre- 
tence, none  in  reality.    He  held  it  lawful  for  a  man  to  obtain, 
1)y  any  methods,  either  pleasure  or  riches ;  he  was  violent  in 
the  pursuit  of  both ;  quitting  his   interest   for  nothing  but 
])leasure,  and  his  pleasure  for  nothing  but  interest."  f 

I  am  soriy  that  I  am  not  able  to  record  any  of  his  happy    Anecdote 
savinnrs,  and  that  so  few  genuine  T)ersonal  anecdotes  of  liim  ^    V^  °'^' 
are  preserved  ;  but  I  have  great  pleasure  in  doing  justice  to  chair  for 
his  o-ood  feelino;  and   o-ood  taste  on  an  occasion  which  tested   rl^!^L„u 

O  ~  O  CI  OITIW  CI  I. 

both.  After  the  Kevolution,  the  tone  was  to  treat  all  that 
had  happened  during  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth  with 
equal  horror  as  when  the  sons  of  the  Blessed  INlartyr  were 
misgoverning  the  kingdom.  Jhit  it  happened  that  Bichard 
Cromwell,  in  his  old  age,  had  to  appear  in  AYcstminstcr  Hall 
before  Lord  Cowpcr  when  Chancellor,  and  his  Lordshij)  or- 
dered him  a  chair  in  respect  of  the  high  station  he  had  once 
held.  This  was  different  treatment  from  the  Ex-protector's 
rude  ejection  from  the  House  of  Lords  by  the  door-keepers 
as  one  of  the  mob,  when  he  exclaimed:  '*  The  last  time  1  was 
in  this  place  I  sat  u[)on  the  throne." 

From   his  })ractice  at  the  bar,  and  the  fair   emoluments  of 
his  offices,  I^ord  Cowper  honourably  raised  a  large  fortune. 

•    Lord  Cliesterncld's  Letters,  ccv.  |    Xol.  i.    195. 
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CHAP. 
CXVII. 


I  ord 
Cowper's 
descend- 
ants. 


Recollec- 
tion of  the 
late  Earl 
Cowper. 


He  purchased  the  manor  of  Hertingfordbury,  and  built  upon 
it  his  country  house,  Colegreen,  wliich  afterwards  made 
way  for  the  more  stately  Panshanger,  the  residence  of  his 
descendants.  *  He  collected  a  fine  gallery  of  paintings,  still 
preserved  in  the  family,  among  which  the  most  valued  are 
portraits  of  himself,  by  Kneller,  strikingly  representing  the 
very  handsome  and  intelligent  countenance,  admired  by  his 
contemporaries. 

Lord  Cowper  by  his  second  wife  left  both  sons  and  daugh- 
ters, and  his  family,  illustrated  by  the  great  poet  of  his  blood 
and  name,  still  more  than  by  the  title  of  Prince  of  the 
Roman  Empire,  conferred  on  his  grandson,  is  now  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  in  the  Peerage  of  England,  t 

I  may  perhaps  be  pardoned  if  I  conclude  this  memoir  with  a 
valueless,  but  sincere  tribute  of  admiration  and  gratitude,  to 
Peter  Leopold,  the  late  Earl.  He  had  too  much  delicacy  of 
sentiment  to  take  a  leading  part  in  public  life,  but  to  the  most 
exquisitely  pleasing  manners  he  joined  a  manly  understand- 
ing, and  a  playful  wit.  From  him  I  received  kind  and  en- 
couraging notice,  when  I  was  poor  and  obscure ;  and  his 
benevolent  and  exhilarating  smile  is  one  of  the  most  delight- 
ful images  in  my  memory  of  pleasures  to  return  no  more. 


*  While  in  office,  besides  his  town  house  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  or  Great 
George  Street, —  that  he  might  be  near  the  Court,  he  had  a  lodging  at  Kensing- 
ton, then  considered  as  far  from  London  as  Windsor  now  is.  To  this  Lady 
Cowper  refers  in  her  Journal  in  a  manner  which  strikingly  shows  the  state  of 
the  police  1 30  years  ago  : 

"  October,  1715.  I  was  at  Kensington,  where  I  intended  to  stay  as  long  as 
the  camp  was  in  Hyde  Park,  the  roads  being  so  secure  by  it  that  we  might 
come  from  London  at  any  time  of  the  night  without  danger,  which  I  did  very 
often." —  This  encampment  was  previous  to  the  march  of  the  army  to  put  down 
the  rebellion  in  Scotland. 

f   Grandeur  of  the  Law,  p.  52. 
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APPENDIX. 


AN  IMPARTIAL  HISTORY  OF  PARTIES. 


CHAP. 
CXVIL 


"  May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

It  being  probable  that  many  of  those  who  have  had  the  honour  of  serving  you 
as  Lords  Justices  during  your  Majesty's  absence,  will  think  themselves  obliged, 
on  your  Majesty's  arrival  in  your  kingdom,  severally  to  offer  tiieir  thoughts, 
concerning  the  first  settlement  of  your  government,  as  that  upon  which  not  only 
the  security,  but  also  the  tranquillity  and  comfort  of  your  Majesty's  whole  reign, 
will  entirely  depend,  I  humbly  beg  leave  (not  being  sufficiently  master  of  the 
French  tongue  to  explain  myself  fully,  by  speaking  on  a  matter  of  so  great  con- 
sequence) to  offer  to  your  Majesty's  judginent,  in  this  manner,  the  best  inform- 
ation I  can,  together  with  a  few  thoughts  on  that  important  subject ;  which  is 
done  with  an  entire  resignation  to  your  wisdom,  and  a  most  cordial  disinterested 
zeal  for  your  IVIajesty's  service. 

Nothing  can  sooner  conduce  to  your  Majesty's  entering  on  right  measures,  at  this 
juncture,  than  the  giving  a  true  idea  of  the  parties  into  which,  to  our  great  mis- 
fortune, your  people  are  divided.  When  that  is  once  done,  none  is  so  well  able 
from  thence  to  make  proper  inferences,  and  form  the  most  useful  rules  of  govern- 
ment, as  your  Majesty  ;  whose  wisdom,  experience,  application,  and  success  in 
that  particular,  are  known  and  admired  by  all  Europe. 

Tliat  part  of  your  jieople  which  consists  of  Papists  and  nonjurors,  who  mani- 
fest their  disaffection  to  your  Majesty's  government  by  denying  to  give  those 
assurances  which  the  laws  require,  are,  in  England,  but  few  in  pro])ortion  to  the 
rest  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  ;  but  I  choose  to  mention  these  first,  because  all 
that  need  be  sugtiested  concerning  tlieni  is  in  a  very  narrow  compass.  There 
are  several  penal  laws  in  force  contrived  to  curb  and  restrain  them  as  there  is 
occasion  ;  and  accordingly,  those  laws  have  been  used  to  be  put  in  execution 
with  more  or  less  rigour,  as  they  who  are  obnoxious  to  them  have  liehaved  them- 
selves with  more  or  less  duty  and  submission  to  the  government,  and  sometimes 
with  respect  to  the  usage  the  I'rotestants  meet  with  in  the  countries  of  Kotnan 
Catholic  i)rinces  or  states  ;  and  there  is  no  (piestion  but  your  Majesty  will  be 
advised  to  deal  with  them  in  tlie  same  manner. 

The  residue  of  your  IM.ijesty's  subjects,  who  take  the  oaths,  and  give  all  tl'.e 
assurances  the  laws  retjuire,  are,  notwithstanding,  divided  into  two  parties  witli 
respect  to  the  govenunent. 

'J'liese  i)arties  began  to  form  themseKes  and  give  names  to  each  other  about 
the  time  the  Rill  of  Exclusion  was  set  on  foot,  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II., 
though  some  affect  to  carry  their  begiiuiing  so  far  back  as  tlie  civil  wars,  which 
is  part  of  the  seanilal  one  of  them  is  ])leased  to  fling  u])on  tlie  otlin-,  without  the 
least  groimd  of  truth,  since,  to  do  them  right,  both  are  sincerely  for  tlie  3Io- 
naichy  of  (ireat  IJritain  and  ttie  Cliurch  of  England  (exeejiting  as  to  the  Cluneh 
tlie  Protestant  Dissenters,  who  range  themselves  with  those  called  ^^  liig-;,  as  the 
I'apisfs  do  with  tliose  called  Tories,  ahnost  in  all  stale  eontro\  ersies  whaf- 
soe\  er). 

The  Tories  accuse  the  others  of  lieing  inelliied  to  ^ct  u]>  a  eoninioiuvealth  . 
and  the  Whigs  them  of  a  design  to  introduce  Po|ieiy.  or  at  lenst  to  bring  the 
Cliurch  of  England  nearer  to  tiiat  of  Home.  Wlierea^,  on  one  side,  there  are 
lianlly  ten  in  the  whole  kingdom  that  may  be  justly  suspected  of  being  for  a 
commonwealth  ;  and,  on  the  other  side,  whenever  the  danger  has  been  near 
and  imminent,  have  shown  themselves  firm  against  I'opi'ry  ;  and  liiey  among 
tiuMii    wlio   are   projecting   a   union    wllli  the  Callican  Chnreh,  are   either    \on- 
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CHAP.       jurors  or  as  few  in  number  and  as  inconsiderable  as  the  commonwealth   men 
CXVH.      have  been  said  to  be  on  the  other  side.     So  that,  laying  by  the  reproaches  which 
the  parties  unjustly  make  use  of  one  against  the  other,  their  real  differences  of 
any  consequence  are  but  two,  which  began  in  this  manner :  — 

King  Charles  II.,  as  was  believed,  by  the  influence  of  his  brother,  the  Duke 
of  York,  had  set  on  foot  a  violent  prosecution  against  the  Protestant  Dissenters, 
to  divide  the  Protestant  interest,  so  that  the  Papists  might  the  easier  take  ad- 
vantages of  those  divisions.  This  was  niiglitily  exclaimed  against  and  opposed 
to  the  utmost  of  their  power  by  those  who  were  afterwards  called  Whigs,  and 
was  much  encouraged  and  promoted  by  the  other  party.  And  hence  it  was 
that  this  Act  of  Toleration,  or  at  least  an  exception  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
from  the  penal  laws  was  one  great  point  the  parties  at  first  divided  upon.  The 
other  was  tliis  :  — 

About  the  year  1678,  the  Popish  plot  being  discovered,  turned  the  thoughts 
of  such  as  were  zealous  for  the  security  of  the  Protestant  religion  to  consider 
the  danger  it  woidd  incur  if  a  Popish  successor  should  come  to  the  throne,  and 
the  Duke  of  York  being  known  to  be  a  Roman  Catholic,  Bills  of  Exclusion 
were  voted  by  the  House  of  Commons  in  three  successive  parliaments  to  set 
aside  the  Duke  of  York,  and  limit  the  Crown  to  the  next  Protestant  heir.  One 
of  the  most  forward  and  zealous  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
this  business  was  Sir  William  Cowper  (father  of  the  Chancellor  and  I\J.  P.  fr^r 
Hertford),  whose  grandfather.  Sir  William  Cowper,  had  been  a  zealous  royalist. 

This  Bill  was  promoted  by  members  of  the  Church  of  England  (there  being 
but  two  or  three  Dissenters  or  thereabouts  in  any  of  those  parliaments),  and  by 
such,  generally  speaking,  who  themselves  or  their  ancestors  had  been  royalists 
and  taken  part  with  King  Charles  I. 

The  court  strenuously  opposed  it,  and  kept  it  from  passing,  either  by  getting 
a  majority  of  votes  against  it  in  the  House  of  Lords,  or  dissolving  the  parlia- 
ment as  soon  as  it  was  seen  that  it  would  ]iass  the  House  of  Commons. 

This  contest  was  also  managed  by  a  paper  war  ;  wherein  they  who  were  for 
excluding  the  Duke  of  York  were  by  their  adversaries  in  division  called  Whigs ; 
and  the  others,  who  struggled  to  secure  the  crown  to  him,  were  called  Tories. 

The  opinions  the  Whigs  stood  upon  in  general  were,  that  although  the 
monarchy  was  undoubtedly  hereditary,  and  not  elective,  yet  that  for  the 
preservation  of  the  whole  constitution,  and  particularly  to  prevent  a  Popish 
successor  from  succeeding  to  tlie  Crown,  whom  they  held  to  be  incompatible 
with  a  Protestant  kingdom,  it  was  lawful  for  the  King  by  Act  of  Parliament  so 
to  limit  and  bind  the  descent  of  the  Crown  as  to  incapacitate  the  next  Popish 
successor  or  successors,  and  declare  tliat  it  should  descend  and  come  to  the 
next  Protestant  lieir.  And  this  they  contended  very  clearly  would  make  such 
Protestant  heir,  wlien  in  possession  of  the  Crown,  in  all  respects,  a  lawful  ami 
a  rightful  King. 

On  the  other  side  tlie  Tories  contended,  that  though  they  could  not  In  t 
grant  that  the  religion  of  the  kingdom,  and  eonse(|uently  the  constitution, 
would  run  a  great  hazard  under  a  P<)i)isli  successor,  yet  that,  by  the  laws  of 
the  land  and  the  law  of  (iod,  Providence  only  was  to  be  trusted  to  in  such  a 
ease,  and  the  worst  that  could  be  expc'ctcd  was  to  he  borne  rather  tlian  so  great 
and  national  a  guilt  should  be  incurred,  as  the  setting  aside,  though  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  tlie  jjerson  who  was  next  to  the  Crown,  in  the  course  of  descent, 
ace  )rding  to  the  common  law,  wliich,  in  this  particular,  they  said  was 
urialterahle,  and  that  therefore  such  a  statute  would  he  void,  and  eonse(|uently 
an  allegiance  still  due  to  the  jierson  so  excluded. 

The  arguments  and  authorities  brought  to  supjiort  these  ojiinions.  it  would 
lie  impertinent  and  tedious  to  trviuble  your  ^Majesty  with.  It  sulhceth  to  show 
wliat  was  the  opinion  of  eaeii  of  the  ])arties  at  that  time  touching  that  ini- 
j)ortant  jioint,  which  was  then  agitated,  and  has  been  very  lately  revived  on 
account  of  your  Majesty's  succession  between  the  same  i)arties  in  pamjihlets, 
addresses,  sermons,  and  l.ihoured  treatises,  though  not  expressly  in  the  debates 
or  |)roeee(lings  of  either  houses  of  parliament. 

It  is  w(.ll  known  the  Tories  of  that  time  |irevailed,  and  the  Duke  of  ^  ork 
succeeded  to  the  Crown  ;   but  in  less  than  four  years'  time,  the  foresight  of  tlie 
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Whigs  was  so  far  justified  by  his  government  that  most  of  the  great  men  and      CHAP. 
leaders    of  the  Tory    party  joined   with   them,  if  not   led   the   way,  to   desire      CXVII. 
assistance  from  the  then  Prince  of  Orange  for  the  preservation  of  the  religion, 
laws,  and  liberties  of  the  kingdom. 

The  success  of  his  glorious  enterprise  will  ever  l)e  remembered  with  gratitude, 
and  the  merciful  hand  of  God  is  now  more  visible  in  it  than  ever,  when  by  a 
plain  connection  of  causes  and  effects,  it  has  made  way  for  your  Majesty's  acces- 
sion to  the  throne,  and  the  securing  it  to  your  Royal  Family,  wherein  we  have 
an  unusual  but  most  delightful  prosjiect  of  safety,  in  so  many  Protestant  Princes 
in  being  at  the  same  time. 

But  the  Prince  of  Orange  had  no  sooner  overcome  all  difficulties,  and  rescued 
them  from  the  danger  they  apprehended,  than  the  parties  began  again  to  divide. 
The  Tories  relapsed  into  their  former  notions,  and  it  was  argued  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  that  the  course  of  succession  was  not  to  be  interrupted 
for  any  reason  whatsoever;  therefore,_that  King  James  and  his  Family  with  him 
abroad  were  to  be  invited  to  return,  that  the  Government  should  be  continued 
in  his  name,  and  because  they  would  not  trust  a  Prince,  who  had  in  so  many 
instances  declared  his  design  to  subvert  their  religion  and  civil  rights,  and  who 
had  been  so  lately  exasperated  by  them,  they  fell  into  an  absurdity,  or  rather 
inconsistency,  with  their  own  pretences  of  being  zealous  for  the  prerogative,  by 
proposing  a  llegenQy  over  him  in  power  thougli  not  in  style,  or  so  to  restrain 
his  authority  that  there  should  be  no  fear  of  his  invading  the  Religion  and  Laws 
of  the  Kingdom  any  more ;  choosing  in  that  manner  to  alter  the  very  nature  of 
the  monarchy,  and  reduce  it  almost  to  a  commonwealth,  rather  than  exclude  a 
Papist  from  the  throne,  and  entail,  after  King  William's  decease,  on  the  next 
Protestant  Heirs. 

But  the  majority  of  the  Convention  Parliament  then  sitting  being  of  the 
Whig  party,  and  not  being  willing  to  trust  to  siicli  measures,  the  Prince  of 
Orange  was  crowned  King  with  his  Queen,  and  tlie  Crown,  by  an  Act  of  the 
1st  year  of  King  William  and  Queen  INiary,  became  entailed  on  the  heirs  of  the 
body  of  that  Queen,  and  after,  on  the  Princess  Ann  of  Denmark,  and  the  heirs 
of  her  body,  and  after,  on  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  King  William. 

And  not  only  so,  but  the  other  disimted  point  of  a  toleration  for  Protestant 
Dissenters  was  settled  by  Act  of  Parliament,  as  the  Whigs  always  desired  it 
should  be;  and  an  exemption  of  Protestant  Dissenters  from  the  i)eiialties  of  all 
the  la«'s  wliich  affected  them,  was  carefully  and  clearly  enacted  :  the  subse(|ueiit 
ex])erience  of  which  law,  in  bringing  so  mucli  ijuiet  and  riches  to  the  kingdom 
as  it  has  done,  has  convinced  many  of  the  Tories  of  their  error  in  that  par- 
ticular. 

It  may  now  reasonably  be  wondered  at,  since  the  two  points  in  dispute  were 
thus  silenced  by  the  two  mentioned  laws,  how  the  ])arties  could  keep  any  longer 
divided,  and  what  was  remaining  for  them  to  continue  about  ?  This  is  answered 
l)y  observing,  that  the  Tory  jiarty  became  very  imeasy  at  seeing  tlie  opinions 
they  had  been  so  long  contending  for  l;orne  down  by  two  Acts  of  Parliament. 
I'liey  coidd  then,  indeed,  no  longer  dispute  the  ])assing  tho^e  laws,  !)ut  they 
could  and  did  sufficiently,  on  all  safe  occasions,  manifest  their  dislike  of  tlicni 
nnl  resolution  to  get  rid  of  them  the  iirst  fiir  opportunity. 

So  that  the  oidy  change  ])ro(liiced  among  the  ))arties  was  this,  that  as  the 
struggle  before  was  either  to  jirocure  or  hinder  those  two  important  acts  for  the 
security  of  the  Protestant  interest,  so  now  it  became  a  contest  between  them, 
(coveitly,  at  least,)  whether  what  w;is  so  obtained  sl}<iulil  be  i)reserved  and 
contiiuied  ? 

'  Tis  true,  indeed,  that  by  nuich  the  greater  part  of  the  Tory  party,  seeing  a 
necessity,  either  of  owning  the  (Government  or  ijuitting  all  liopis  of  employ- 
ments in  Church  and  State,  besides  being  liable  to  doulile  ta\e'.,  (as  the  Papists 
and  Non  jurors  were, )  soon  addressed  iIiciuslIvcs  to  find  out  sucii  distinction 
as  might  leave  them  at  liberty  to  own  the  then  pvesent  (iovei  niuent,  and  to  take 
such  preferments  under  it  as  they  could  get.  The  topic  tluy  generally  went 
U])ou  was,  tliat  in  oiiposing  or  not  helping  the  Kevohition  .Vttlement,  (though 
some  of  them  IkuI  ajjpeared  in  arms  with  the  Prince  to  enalile  iiim  to  settle 
things  t)  tiieir  mind, )  they  had   admitted   tlieniseUes,    in   their   opinions,   of  all 
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CHAP.  gui't  which  they  thought  was  contracted  by  those  who  had  been  busy  in  that 
CXVII.      work.      And   now    tljat   the  law   required  them,   under   penalties,   in   case  of 

disobedience  to  take  certain  oaths,  they  might  as  good  Christians  submit  to  the 

present  powers  and  take  them  accordingly,  intending  still  to  own  the  King  only 
as  a  King  de  facto,  and  not  de  jure ;  and  that  they  might  likewise  for  the  support 
of  order  and  government,  till  the  rightful  owner  should  find  an  opportunity  of 
being  restored,  conscientiously  take  and  execute  any  places  of  profit  and  trust  in 
Church  or  State,  the  rather  because  their  so  doing  might,  in  time,  be  a  help  to 
the  setting  things  again,  upon  what  they  called,  the  right  foot. 

Books  were  wrote  and  sermons  preached,  using  arguments  of  different  sorts 
to  support,  or  at  least  colour,  these  and  the  like  notions. 

On  these  grounds,  all  of  that  party,  (except  a  very  few,)  took  the  oaths  of 
allegiance,  &c.,  to  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  and  many  of  them  were 
admitted  into  places  and  some  into  those  of  the  greatest  dignity  and  trust. 
Several  also  into  the  Church,  and  even  of  those  that  had  made  difficulties  of 
owning  the  Revolution  Settlement,  and  stood  out  till  near  the  last  minute 
allowed  them  for  it,  were  notwithstanding  countenanced  and  preferred. 

From  this  false  step  proceeded  all  the  difficulties  and  troubles  which  that 
King  met  with  in  his  whole  reign. 

And  when  he  found  himself  beset  with  a  war  against  France,  commotions 
in  Scotland,  and  an  almost  total  defection  of  Ireland,  he  then  perceived  his 
mistake,  and  that  he  had  occasion  for  another  kind  of  service  than  that  which 
flowed  from  a  principle  of  submission  and  acquiescence  only  to  his  Government. 

Accordingly,  he  made  some  alterations  and  put  his  principal  affiiirs  into  the 
hands  of  them  who  had  been  zl'uIous  for  bringing  him  to  the  Throne  and 
making  a  Protestant  Settlement,  so  far  as  was  then  established ;  and  these 
carried  him  through  that  expensive  war  to  the  peace  of  Ryswick,  with  a  zeal 
and  application  equal  to  their  affijctions  to  his  cause,  at  the  same  time  effecting 
with  success,  what  was  thought  impossible  though  almost  necessary  to  he  done 
during  the  war,  the  re-coinage  of  the  whole  silver  species  of  money,  without 
debasing  the  standard,  either  in  weight  or  fineness. 

'Tis  true  the  Tories  were  by  the  credit  many  of  them  obtained,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  his  reign  (as  before  observed),  so  raised  that  though  they  fell  very 
short  of  a  majority  in  Parliament,  while  the  Court  favoured  the  other  party,  yet 
they  were  able  by  raising  objections  to,  and  clogging  the  easier  methods  pro- 
posed for  raising  money,  not  only  to  make  the  supplies  come  later  sometimes 
than  was  convenient,  but  also  to  necessitate  raising  them  by  way  of  funds,  or 
anticipation  of  several  excises  for  perpetuity,  or  long  terms  of  years,  rightly 
judging  that  such  a  course  would,  at  one  time  or  other,  load  and  distress  the 
Government,  Whereas,  if  near  as  many  duties  as  are  now  mortgaged  had  been 
given  at  once,  those  with  the  Land  tax  would  have  maintained  the  current 
service  of  the  war,  and  civil  government  in  each  year  by  the  product  of  the 
same  year,  and  consequently  the  nation,  not  weary  of  the  war  till  a  good  peace 
could  be  had,  and  out  of  debt  or  near  it,  when  the  w<h-  was  finished. 

I  was  then  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  one  of  those  that  ])roi)osed  this 
method  of  raising  the  supplies  within  the  year;  hut  it  was  effectually  ojjposed  by 
the  Tory  party,  they  drawing  into  their  opinion,  as  to  that  particular,  several 
well  meaning  gentlemen,  by  suggesting  that  so  easy  and  commodious  a  way  of 
raising  money  might  prove  dangerous  to  liberty. 

'Tis  true  that  on  many  occasions  the  party  last  named  has  had  the  dexterity 
to  object  this  mistake  of  running  the  nation  into  so  great  a  debt  to  their  ad- 
versaries then  in  the  ministry,  but  I  can  aver  it  with  the  greater  certainty,  tlu y 
were  far  from  electing  that  method,  otherwise  than  that  they  had  rather  supply 
the  King  tliat  way  than  not  at  all,  or  unseasonably  late,  one  of  which  woulti 
have  fallen  out;  if  they  had  endeavoured  to  have  broke  through  the  opposlliou 
made  to  the  raising  the  money  any  other  wav. 

The  peace  of  Ryswick  being  made,  his  then  IVIajesty  was  prevailed  on  to 
experience  once  more,  if  he  could  rLtuler  his  affairs  easy,  by  trying  to  win  the 
Tories  with  the  principal  places  of  trust,  which  they  might  probably  execute 
well  enough  to  support  the  Government  in  time  of  peace. 

This  trial  was  made  but   did  not  answer  -..xpectation,   for   the    King  !)ecamt' 
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more  uneasy  with  them  when  in  power  than  before,  which,  together  with  liis      CHAP 
foreseeing  the  necessity  of  anew  war,   made  it  evident,  that  as  he  had  begun  to      CXVII. 
advise  with  his  old  servants  in  private,   so   they  would   quickly  liave  been  re- 
stored to   their  former  power,   had  his  Majesty  lived  but  a  little  longer  than    — — — — 
he  did. 

It  must  be  confessed,  that  the  Act  for  the  further  Limitation  of  the  Succession 
to  the  Crown  passed  in  the  12th  year  of  this  King,  while  the  Tories  were  in 
such  credit,  and  had  a  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons;  it  is  therefore  to  be 
observed,  that  the  true  reason  why  such  a  Bill  passed  in  such  a  Parliament  was  : 
Tliat  the  King  having,  by  his  own  inclination,  and  probably  the  advice  of  some 
of  his  old  ministry  whom  he  continued  to  hear,  earnestly  recommended  that 
Bill  to  Parliament  in  his  speech  from  the  throne,  the  Tories,  for  fear  of  losing 
the  King's  favour,  did  not  endeavour  to  reject  it,  but  set  themselves  to  clog  it, 
and  indeed  render  it  absurd  by  some  of  the  restrictions  your  Majesty  is  un- 
doubtedly apprised  of,  and  to  show  their  contempt  and  aversion  whenever  it 
came  on,  except  when  it  was  necessary  to  be  present  in  order  to  load  it,  and  i)y 
calling  Sir  J.  B.  to  the  chair  of  the  Committee  for  that  Bill,  who  was  then 
thought  to  be  distracted,  and  was  soon  after  conKned  for  being  so. 

Thus,  that  Bill  went  through  the  House  of  Commons,  and  many  there  who 
had  let  it  pass,  hoped  that  the  House  of  Lords,  where  tlie  Whigs  had  yet  a  ma- 
jority, would,  by  dis])uting  at  least  some  of  those  restrictions  which  were  most 
absurd  and  impracticable,  lose  the  Bill.  But  the  frionds  to  your  Majesty's 
family  were  better  advised;  they  took  and  parsed  the  Bill  with  all  its  faults,  and 
witiiout  any  amendment,  wisely  depending,  that  if  they  secured  the  main,  the 
succession,  whatsoever  was  absurdly  and  unreasonably  annexed  to  it,  would,  at 
some  fitting  ojiportunity  or  other,  be  easily  laid  aside.  Which,  their  opinion, 
h  js  already  in  a  great  measure  proved  true.  One  of  those  restrictions,  which 
enacted  that  all  pul)lic  business  siiould  be  transacted  only  in  tlie  I'rivy  Council, 
and  that  every  Privy  Councillor  should  set  his  name  to  the  resolutions  drawn 
up  in  form,  being  rejiealed  in  the  reign  of  the  late  (iui'cn,  and  by  the  same  act 
another  of  those  restrictions,  that  no  officer  should  sit  in  either  House  of  I'ar- 
lianicnt  after  the  Queen's  decease,  was  reduced  so  as  to  extend  to  some  few 
officers  only,  an;l  that,  as  well  in  the  (Jueen's  time,  as  aftir  the  Protestant  suc- 
cession, should  take  place. 

King  \\'illiam,  having  passed  this  Bill  for  the  further  rnnitation  of  the  CrovMi, 
soon  after  died,  leaving  that  invaluable  legacy  to  his  ])eople- 

Her  late  Majesty,  upon  her  accession  to  the  Crown,  did  not  only  continue  to 
employ  those  of  the  Tory  party  she  found  in  pouer,  but  added  many  others  of 
the  same,  and  set  herself  plainly  and  avowedly  to  govern  by  it;  and  as  a  natural 
consequence  of  so  doing,  was  advised  in  her  first  sjieeeh  from  the  Throne  to  re- 
flect on  the  memory  of  her  glorious  predecessor  (without  whose  hazardous  and 
suceessful  exjiedition  the  sceptre  had  certainly  been  in  another  hand),  by  saying 
very  emphatically,  that  her  heart  was  entirely  EiKjlnh  ;  which,  however,  her 
Majesty  intended,  tliey  who  ])ersuaded  her  to  use  tisat  expression,  and  every  one 
who  iicard  of  it,  undeistood  to  be  an  insinuation  tli:it  King  William's  being  born 
abroad  liad  occasioned  his  not  having  the  inieiest  of  t'lis  kingdom  so  entirely 
at  liis  he;ut  a-,  he  should  have  liad,  wiiich  was  veiv  lar  from  iKiviiig  any  fnuid- 
ation  in  truth,  ct)nsi(iering  that  he  had  ventured  his  life  :uid  foitunes  more  tliaii 
once  for  our  i)reservation,  and  liad  siiouu  no  greater  favours  to  the  States 
Cieiieral  than  were  necessary  to  cultivate  a  good  understanding  lietweeii  the  two 
nations  for  their  common  seenritv. 

^'et,  notwithstanding  this  ni;inifest  resolution  to  ujihold  the  Tory  party  and 
discountenance  the  other,  the  war  had  not  been  renewed  and  continued  any  hnig 
tinu-  Ijefore  the  Duke  of  -Marlborougli  and  Lord  'I'reasnrer  (iodolphin,  then  in 
principal  credit  with  the  (ineen.  discovered  that  they  could  not  carry  on  the  war 
with  any  hope  of  success  by  a  set  of  men  who,  though  they  were  wilting  to  jirofit 
and  govern  under  the  Queen's  authority,  yet,  had  not  so  cordial  an  .illection  to 
a  (iovermnent,  fminded  on  the  Revolution,  nor  a\eisi<>ii  to  the  l'o))is|i  line,  as  to 
induce  tliem  to  bear  the  odium  of  raising  tlie  necess.iry  siipplie--. 

I'lie  two  mentioned  ministers  finding  theniseKcs  under  tliis  difficulty,  by  the 
infvT'.cniioii   of  the   late    Duke  of  .'VIo:ita2ne,   apjilied   to  sonic  of  the  principal 
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CHAP.  lords  who  had  been  In  business  under  the  late  king,  and  were  of  the  Whig  party, 
CXVU.  who  very  willingly  undertook  to  endeavour  tlie  carrying  on  the  Queen's  busi- 
ness  in  Parliament  on  tliis  very  reasonable  consideration,  that  some  of  the  offices 
of  principal  trust,  if  not  the  greater  part,  should  be  in  the  hands  of  their  friends, 
since  experience  had  shown  they  had  so  little  deserved  to  be  run  down  and  op- 
pressed as  they  had  been  ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  were  the  only  persons  who 
were  willing  and  able  to  carry  the  Queen  with  success  through  that  just  and 
necessary  war ;  and  accordingly,  as  an  earnest  of  sincerity,  it  was  insisted  that 
the  Great  Seal  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Cowper,  who  had  steadily 
adhered  to  the  Revolution  interest  in  the  House  of  Commons  through  several 
successive  parliaments. 

This  alteration  was  soon  after  made,  and  others  following  in  a  little  time  of  the 
same  nature,  it  was  seen  which  way  the  Court  inclined,  and  thereupon  in  two 
ensuing  parliaments  the  Whigs  had  a  clear  majority,  as  it  will  always  happen 
whenever  the  Court  have  a  mind  to  have  it  so. 

I  need  not  tell  your  Majesty  how  faithfully  the  Queen  was  served  by  that 
ministry  and  those  parliaments,  nor  with  what  a  prodigious  uninterrupted  course 
of  success,  nor  to  what  a  degree  the  credit  of  the  nation  was  raised  abroad  and  at 
home, —  France  reduced  and  the  confederacy  exalted.  These  things  cannot  but 
be  present  to  your  Majesty,  and  in  the  clearest  light. 

The  same  ministry  and  parliaments  showed  also  their  affection  and  unwearied 
zeal  to  the  interest  of  your  Majesty's  house,  by  contriving  and  passing  the  act 
for  the  further  securing  the  succession  to  the  Crown  in  the  Protestant  line  ;  which 
put  it  into  such  a  method  as  was  not  to  be  resisted  but  by  open  force  of  arms 
and  a  public  declaration  for  the  Pretender,  and  made  it  high  treason  for  any 
whose  duty  it  was  to  be  concerned  in  the  proclamation  to  be  so  much  as  negli- 
gent in  proclaiming  the  next  Protestant  successor. 

Under  the  same  faithful  and  happy  management  passed  the  acts  in  England 
and  Scotland  for  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  (the  Tories  vehemently  opposing 
it),  which  the  Queen  always  esteemed  to  be  the  chief  happiness  and  glory  of  her 
reign,  as  having  been  often  before  attempted,  but  still  in  vain  ;  and  indeed,  when 
the  Tories  were  before  commissionated  to  that  end,  they  treated  it  as  a  jest  or 
impossibility,  by  absenting  from  all  meetings  appointed,  and  so  letting  it  drop  ; 
althougli  nothing  is  more  clear  than  that,  among  many  other  self-evident  advan- 
tages, the  settlement  of  the  Crown  in  your  Majesty's  house  had  probably  never 
been  obtained  in  that  kingdom  by  any  other  means :  the  evil  consequences  of 
which  disunion,  had  it  hap])ened,  are  but  too  evident  to  enlarge  ujion. 

I  dare  not  touch,  upon  t!ie  })articular  causes  which  drew  on  the  disgrace  and 
change  of  that  ministry,  nor  wdl  venture  to  say  whether  it  \ras  occasioned  at 
first  by  any  greater  design  than  to  change  the  she-favourite,  which  unavoidably 
drew  on  more,  and  those  still  further  alterations  ;  it  being  not  my  purpose  so 
much  to  follow  the  sjjrings  and  causes  of  the  variations  of  tlie  Court  measures  in 
respect  to  the  parties,  as  to  show  your  INIajcsty  how  they  severaMy  behaved  them- 
selves, when  they  got  tiie  ascendant  in  their  turns,  as  to  the  1'roti.stant  succession, 
the  good  of  the  state,  and  the  common  cause  of  Europe. 

Your  .Alajesty  was  so  much  concerned  to  attend  to  our  allliiis  since  this  last 
alteration,  and  they  are  so  fresh  in  memory,  that  I  need  not  he  ijaitieular  as  to 
what  has  passed.  It  is  enouji,h  to  assert,  as  1  tliiiik  it  may  be  done  with  clear 
tiutli,  that  immediately  ensued  a  manifest  attemjit,  by  addresses  and  other  occa- 
sions encouraged  by  the  Court,  to  sap  the  very  foundations  or  |)rinciples  on  which 
the  acts  for  securing  the  Protestant  succession  was  built,  by  decrying  all  right 
to  the  Crown  but  what  was  jiurely  hereditary  and  in  the  course  of  descent, 
according  to  the  common  law  ;  that  the  I'ajjists  and  Nonjurors  were  so  far 
encouraged  as  to  grow  remarkable  for  their  insolence;  that  a  jjcace  was  in  effect 
concluded  with  France  in  a  clandestine  manner,  witliout  the  j)rivity  of  the  prin- 
cipal confederates,  and  little  or  no  consideration  had  of  their  iiUercsts  ;  that  this 
neglect  of  them  was  justilied  by  the  ministry  in  juiblic,  by  saying  that  the 
interest  of  Great  Britain  was  principally  aimed  at  in  this  peace  (though  time  and 
exi)erience  have  shown  even  that  pretence  to  be  uiUrue)  ;  that  our  trade  is 
almost  ojjpressed  in  all  its  branches,  and  had  l>een  entirely  ruined  if  the  JJill  for 
confirming  the  French  treaty  of  commerce  had  not   been  siicces>hdiy  opposed  ; 


LIFE   OF    LORD   COWPER   ( APPENDIX).  427 

that  the  credit  of  the  nation  at  home  was  sunk  as  to  the  public  funds,  and  abroad      CHAP. 
as  to  all  our  good  offices  or  menaces,  which  were  equally  despised  ;  that  our  late      CX  VII. 

confederates,  except  the  king  of  S ,  were  all  more  or  less   disgusted,  and 

distrusted  our  conduct  in  every  thing,  upon  the  justest  grounds  ;   in  short,  that    — — — ' 
the  power  of  France,  which  had  been  so  happily  reduced,  has  been  restored  to 
such  a  degree  as  to  become  again  formidable  to  Europe,  and  consequently,  that 
the  fruits  of  so  many  glorious  victories  as  the  allies   had  obtained  were  in  a 
manner  deserted  and  given  up. 

The  hopes  of  the  Pretender  rose  in  proportion  as  the  power  of  France 
Increased  ;  and  this  consequence  was  so  natural,  that  one  cannot  avoid  suspecting 
all  this  favour  could  not  be  then  showed  to  France  without  a  design  of  assisting 
the  Pretender  by  that  means.  However  it  was  meant,  sure  it  is,  nothing  could 
more  weaken  the  Protestant  succession  than  the  promoting  the  interest  of 
France  ;  and  yet  that  was  done,  not  by  any  accident,  inadvertence,  or  want  of 
conduct,  but  by  a  continued  series  of  contrivances,  a  zealous  application,  and  an 
unwearied  industry. 

But  after  all  this  mischief  the  ministry  had  done,  they  still  persisted  to  the  end 
in  declaring  they  had  promoted  and  cultivated  a  good  understanding  between 
her  late  Majesty  and  your  illustrious  houso.  The  appearances  of  things,  as  far 
as  could  be  discerned  by  those  who  were  out  of  business,  seemed  quite  other- 
wise. This  is  a  subject  unfit,  as  well  as  unnecessary,  to  be  further  enquired  into, 
since  your  Majesty  must  know  to  a  certainty  whether  their  pretences  were  any 
better  founded  in  that  particular  than  they  were  in  most  other  things  ;  although 
perhaps  your  Majesty  may  receive  a  yet  further  satisfaction  on  this  head  by  look- 
ing upon  the  instructions  and  letters  given  and  sent  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon. 

If  this  short  deduction  or  history  of  the  two  parties  should  give  youi  Majesty 
any  clearer  notion  of  them  than  you  had  before,  I  shall  then  be  so  fortunate  as 
not  to  have  trespassed  on  your  patience  in  vain  ;  since  nothing  can  contribute 
more  to  the  extinguishing  them  at  length,  and  making  a  right  use  of  them  in 
the  mean  time,  than  a  knowledge  of  their  principles  and  practices. 

Your  Majesty  may  be  told,  and  it  has  been  often  said,  that  the  only  difference 
is  about  the  places  ;  but  this  is  either  a  superficial  judgment,  or  a  desire  to  hin- 
der the  true  causes  from  being  discerned.  For  if  that  was  true,  then  the  struggle 
would  only  be  between  individuals,  and  not  between  two  set  parties  of  men, 
which  can  only  be  kept  up  by  some  diversity  of  opinion  upon  fundamentals,  at 
le;ust  points  of  consequence  ;  and  experience  shows  tiiat  many  who  have  no  design 
on  preferment  either  for  themselves  or  friends,  but  live  retired  on  their  estates, 
are  yet  as  hot  or  hotter  than  any  in  these  distinctions  :  and  therefore  I  take  those 
l)tfore  stated  to  be  the  true  causes  which  divide  them,  and  wliich  I  l)eg  leave  to 
recapitulate  in  a  few  words, —  that  as  the  VVliigs  always  contended  for  tlie  tole- 
ration of  the  Protestant  Dissenters  and  exclusion  of  the  Popish  line  from  the 
("rown  to  be  established  by  law,  tlie  Tories  did  always  as  earnestly  and  ])uhliely 
opjiose  them  till  they  were  enacted.  The  former  are  rejoiced  at  tiieir  success  in 
these  great  points,  the  latter  more  or  less  discontented  to  see  their  principles 
discoiuitenanced,  and  those  of  their  adversaries  succeed.  IJoth,  tiierefore,  kee]) 
and  inijjrove  their  strengtii  as  much  as  they  can  —  the  one  to  defend  their  ac<jui- 
sitioiis,  tiie  oilier  to  retake  them  and  get  rid  of  both  the  laws  as  soon  as  they 
safely  can.  Not  that  I  would  have  it  believed  that  many  of  the  Tories  are  not 
perfectly  against  restoring  tiie  Pretentler,  by  force  at  least,  or  that  some  few  of 
ihem  did  not  make  it  appear,  by  their  actions  the  last  year,  they  would  not  have 
cDueurred  to  the  i)ringing  him  in  even  in  a  jiarliamentarv  way  ;  hut  the  true 
ri'ason  was,  they  believed  tiieir  religion  and  liberties  could  not  be  secured  if  tiiey 
should  ;  and  their  eonseieiiees  not  accusing  them  of  having  done  any  thing 
towards  the  I'rotestant  settlement,  they  weie  well  contented  to  enjoy  the  secu- 
rity arising  from  the  act  of  others,  whicli,  though  very  useful,  had  sometiiing  of 
unjust  in  it. 

1  have  sat  continually  in  one  or  other  House  of  Parliament  now  about  twentv- 
four  years,  and  observed  with  as  much  deligence  and  iiidill'erence  as  J  could,  the 
inclinations  and  motions  of  both  parties,  and  I  will  venture  to  assure  vour 
Majesty  as  what  1  am  very  certain  of,  that  the  Whigs  would  venture  all  to  su|>- 
poit  the  Protestant  succession  in  your  M.ijesty's  family  ;  on  the  other  hand,  tliat 
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CHAP.       itiany  of  the  Tories  would  rejoice  to  see  Pretender  restored,  as  they  call  it,  even 
CXVII.      l^y  »  French  power,  much  more  if  by  any  safer  means;  that  the  best  of  them 

would  hazard  nothing  to  keep  him  out,  though  probably  do  nothing  hazardous 

to  bring  him  in;  but  that  if  ever  he  should  declare  himself  a  Protestant,  with 
proper  circumstances  to  make  his  conversion  probable  (as  after  the  death  of  tlie 
French  King  and  his  mother,  it  is  not  unlikely  he  may  do),  they  would  greedily 
swallow  the  cheat,  and  endeavour  by  all  possible  means  to  put  in  practice  again 
•  heir  old  notions  of  divine,  hereditary,  and  indefeazible  right,  by  a  restoration  of 
the  person  in  whom  by  their  opinion  that  right  is  lodged. 

And  if  any  other  of  the  Popish  line  that  are  next  after  the  Pretender  should, 
after  his  decease,  play  the  same  part,  your  Majesty  will  find  the  party  last 
mentioned  very  troublesome,  if  not  dangerous ;  unless  by  prudent  measures 
under  your  Majesty's  Government,  they  shall  be  brought  really  and  from  their 
hearts,  as  well  as  in  an  outward  compliance,  to  part  with  those  notions  which 
are  so  inconsistent  with  a  Government  founded  on  the  Revolution. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  observe,  that  when  lately  some  of  the  heads  of  the  Tory 
party  made  it  known,  both  by  their  words  and  actions,  and  I  don't  doubt 
sincerely,  that  they  did  not  intend  to  concur  in  the  repeal  of  the  Acts  limiting 
the  succession  of  the  Crown  to  your  Majesty's  house,  much  less  to  bring  in  the 
Pretender  with  the  assistance  of  France,  (which  was  a  very  seasonable  service, 
and  your  Majesty  has  already  shown  yourself  scnsil)le  of  it),  they  could  bring 
very  few  if  any  of  their  party  after  them  into  the  same  honest  measures  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  as  these  leaders  above  mentioned  appeared  more  zealous  for  your 
Majesty's  house,  so  in  proportion  they  visibly  lost  the  affections  of  their  party, 
and  were  themselves  so  sensible  of  it,  that  they  were  forced  to  bring  in  the 
151)1  against  Schism,  only  to  regain  the  credit  they  liad  lost  with  their  old 
friends. 

It  is  an  old  scandal  now  almost  worn  cut,  thrown  out  by  their  adversaries  on 
the  Whigs,  that  they  are  against  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  which  1  should 
not  have  thought  worth  mentioning,  but  that  'tis  generally  believed  to  have 
made  some  impression  on  King  William  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  to  the 
irrecoverable  detriment  of  his  affairs;  but  he  afterwards  foiuid  that  the  Tories, 
not  liking  the  hand  which  held  the  prerogative,  were  more  inclined  to  straighten 
it,  and  the  Whigs  for  the  contrary  reason  to  support  it.  And  this  false  sug- 
gestion will  certainly  have  the  less  weight  with  your  INIajesty,  when  you  shall  he 
informed,  as  the  truth  is,  that  tlie  only  ground  for  it  was,  the  Wliigs  being  so 
zealous  for  setting  aside  the  Popish  line  in  favour  of  the  Protestant,  which  tiie 
Tories  thought  an  higli  violation  of  tlie  lights  of  INIonarchy,  and  of  what  they 
erroneously  called  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  the  descent  of  which  they  held 
to  be  unalterable  by  any  ])ower  on  earth,  and  thence  took  the  liberty  of  branding 
all  of  a  contrary  opinion  as  Anti-monarchical,  or  eneniii's  to  tlio  prerogative. 
Hut  in  all  other  rLSjiects  the  Whigs  are  as  zealous  to  support  the  prerogative 
as  the  Tories  can  he,  and  rather  more  they  are  under  a  government  founded  on 
the  Revolution. 

Having  thus  st;ite(i  to  your  IM.iJesty  the  practices  and  (i;s])('sitions  of  the 
|)arties,  I  shall  only  add,  that  'tis  not  to  be  doubted  hut  your  ^Majesty's  known 
goodness  and  experienced  wisdom  will  necessarily  incline  you  to  sneh  moderate 
counsels  as  will  render  you  King  of  all  your  divided  ])eople.  Ihit  I  humhiv 
conceive  it  not  ])ossd)le  so  to  distribute  your  royal  favours,  hut  that  one  or 
otlier  of  the  parties  will  a])pear  to  have  a  su])erior  degree  of  trust  re])osed  in 
them  :  and  if  such  a  ])errect  efitiallty  was  possible  to  he  observed,  perhajis  it 
would  follow  that  an  etpial  degree  of  power,  tending  at  the  same  time  difi'ererit 
ways,  would  render  the  o])erations  of  the  govenunent  slow  and  Iieavy,  if  not 
altogether  impracticable. 

It  remains  therefore,  in  my  tuuuhle  o])inion,  for  your  Majesty  to  deterniiiic 
which  of  these  shall  have  the  chief  shaie  in  your  ^Majesty's  confidence,  as  most 
likely  to  sujjport  your  title  to  the  Crown  with  the  greatest  zeal  aiul  most 
untainted  affection  to  it.  For  as  to  their  power  to  do  it,  give  me  leave  to 
assure  your  Majesty,  on  repeated  experience,  that  the  jiarties  are  so  near  an 
equality,  and  the  generality  of  the  world  so  much  in  love  with  the  advantages  a 
King  of  Great  ikitain  has  to  bestow,  without  the  least  exceeding  the  hounds  of 
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law,  that  'tis  wholly  in  your  Majesty's  power,  by  showing  your  favour  in  due  CHAP. 
time  (before  the  elections)  to  one  or  other  of  them,  to  give  which  of  them  you  CXVH. 
please  a  clear  majority  in  all  succeeding  parliaments. 

It  is  needless  to  suggest  to  your  Majesty,  but,  for  method's  sake,  it  ought 
just  to  be  touched  upon,  that  whichsoever  party  shall  have  the  lower  degree  of 
your  Majesty's  trust,  it  ought  nevertheless  to  be  used  by  those  in  power  with 
very  great  tenderness  and  affection  while  obedient  to  your  Majesty  and  the 
laws,  and  as  a  father  would  a  child  whom  he  dearly  loves,  though  he  does  not 
totally  approve,  and,  to  be  more  particular,  should,  in  my  humble  opinion,  be 
admitted  to  a  fair  share  of  such  places  and  employments  of  trust,  according  to 
their  several  qualifications,  as  are  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Crown,  and  not 
attended  with  the  chief  dependences. 

This  would  be  very  far  from  the  usage  which  the  last  ministry  of  her  late 
Majesty  bestowed  on  those  who  had  served  the  Queen  so  faithfully  and  success- 
fully during  the  war,  by  turning  them  out  of  all  places,  even  the  lowest  civil 
and  military,  very  few  excepted  ;  by  maintaining  libellers,  and  often  writing 
libels  themselves  against  them  ;  by  using  their  power  and  majority  in  parliament 
to  garble  their  predecessors'  conduct,  and,  for  want  of  better  matter,  to  mis- 
represent and  reflect  on  parts  of  it,  which  were  unblameable  if  not  commend- 
able; by  proscribing,  as  far  as  tliey  were  able,  to  the  contempt  and  hatred  of 
the  people,  all  that  did  not  come  into  their  measures,  and  among  these  tlie 
majority  of  the  House  of  Lords  (not  reckoning  those  which  that  ministry  plainly 
brought  in  for  their  own  support),  in  calling  them  the  faction,  and  even  pre- 
vailing with  the  Queen  to  brand  them  j)lain]y  enough  with  the  same  name, 
both  in  several  answers  to  addresses  and  speeches  from  the  Throne,  and  that  for 
no  other  reason  but  their  endeavouring,  in  a  legal  parliamentary  metliod,  to 
oblige  the  ministry  to  make  something  a  better  peace  than  they  were  about  to 
make,  to  hinder  the  separation  of  the  confederate  army,  to  rescue  the  trade  and 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain  from  the  French  treaty  of  commerce,  and  to 
make  it  evident,  as  they  did  at  length,  that  the  trade  of  Spain  was  become 
impractica!)le  by  tlie  Spanish  treaty  of  commerce. 

I  have  but  one  thing  more  humbly  to  reiirescnt  to  your  Majesty,  as  the  only, 
and,  if  I  mistake  not,  a  sure  means  to  extinguish  the  l)eing  and  the  very  name 
of  party  amongst  us,  that  your  ]Majesty  wouhl  be  pleased  to  use  the  utmost 
caution  not  to  prefer  any  of  those  cccKsiastics  whose  known  principles  lead 
them  to  scruple  tlie  validity  of  a  limitation  of  the  right  to  the  Crown  by  act  of 
parliament.  There  is  a  sufficient  number  of  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, of  the  most  learned  and  best  livers,  out  of  whom  your  Majesty  may  choose 
for  all  preferments  that  shall  fall  vacant,  who  are  not  the  least  tainted  with  those 
notions  which,  while  they  continue,  will  ever  find  matter  for  discontents  and 
divisions  in  your  Majesty's  kingdoms.  But  when  once  it  is  discerned  that,  by  a 
steady  and  uninterrupted  administration,  no  man  who  is  known  to  hold  opinions 
inconsistent  with  the  very  iimndation  of  your  ^Majesty's  government  can  get  into 
any  of  the  Crown  preferments  in  the  Church,  they  wlio  find  tliemselves  trouljlod 
with  these  inconvenient  scruples  will  soon  apply  their  thougiits  and  studies  in 
good  earnest  to  satisfy  themselves,  and  then  others,  of  the  weakness  of  those 
errors,  which  will  afterwards,  in  a  little  time,  be  confined  to  a  few  melancholy  Non- 
jurors, who  are  the  less  dangerous  for  being  known  ;  and  when  the  clergy  are 
brought  to  be  of  one  mind  as  to  your  Majesty's  title,  ai»  diflerences  in  o|)inion 
among  the  laity  on  that  head  will  soon  vanish.  Hut  that  part  of  the  clergy  who 
have  always  violently  contended  against  excluding  the  next  successor,  thinigli  a 
Papist,  will  never  own  themselves  to  have  been  in  the  wrong  while  tliey  find 
they  have  a  fair  chance  for  the  l)est  of  the  Chiu'ch  preferments  without  dis- 
avowing those  errors,  otherwise  than  by  taking  tlie  oaths  in  forin. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  importune  your  Majesty  with,  iior  that  good 
Providence  which  so  visibly  has  jilaced  you  on  the  throne  witli  any  thing  so 
earnestly  as  my  hearty  prayers  that  your  reign  may  !)e  long  and  glorious,  and 
that  your  posterity  to  the  end  of  time  may  rule  over  an  happy  and  dutiful,  and, 
if  it  is  not  too  much  to  ask,  an  luianimous  jieople." 


430 


LIFE    OF 


CHAPTER  CXVIII. 


LIFE  OF    LORD    CIIANCELLOK    IIARCOURT    FROM    HIS    BIRTH    TILL    HE 
RECEIVED    THE    GREAT    SEAL. 


CHAP. 
CXVIII. 

Honour- 
able cha- 
racter of 
Lord  Har- 
court. 


April  7. 
171:J. 
His  high 
lineaiji.'. 


I  NOW  enter  upon  the  Life  of  a  Chancellor  who  was  not  only 
a  very  zealous  Tory,  but  a  Jacobite ;  and  it  gives  me  sincere 
pleasure  to  think  that  I  shall  be  able,  almost  uniformly,  to 
speak  of  him  with  respect  and  with  kindness.  He  was  a 
tolerably  good  lawyer,  an  accomplished  orator,  and  an  ardent 
lover  of  polite  learning.  His  mind  was  early  imbued  with 
the  doctrines  of  high  prerogative ;  but  he  may  fairly  be  said 
in  very  difficult  times  to  have  preserved  his  consistency 
and  his  cliaracter.  I  do  not  consider  his  efforts  to  restore 
the  exiled  Stuarts  morally  inconsistent  with  the  engagements 
into  Avhich  he  had  entered  to  the  existing  government,  and 
although  there  were  loud  complaints  against  him  for  at  last 
sending  in  his  adhesion  to  the  House  of  Hanover,  it  should 
be  recollected  that  the  cause  of  the  Stuarts  had  then  become 
desperate,  and  that,  instead  of  betraying,  he  did  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  screen  his  old  associates. 

Upon  Lord  Cowper's  first  resignation  of  the  Great  Seal, 
■ — •  after  it  had  been  a  short  time  in  the  custody  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners,  Trevor,  Tracy,  and  Scrope,  it  was  delivered, 
with  the  title  of  Lord  Keeper,  to  Sir  Simon  Harcoukt. 
This  individual,  who  had  qualities  to  raise  himself  from  the 
humblest  origin,  was  descended  from  a  very  ancient  and  dis- 
tinguished family.  *  His  ancestor  is  said  to  have  been  a 
younger  brother  of  a  Saxon  King,  and  second  in  command 
to  Rollo,  when  the  band  of  northern  adventurers,  in  the  year 
876,  invaded  France,  and  got  possession  of  the  province  to 
which  they  gave  the  name  of  Ncjrmaudy.  For  the  services 
of  this  chief  there  was  assigned  to  him  the  signoiy  of  Plar- 
court,  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  from  which  his  family  took 
their  name.     Here  they  were  seated  in   the  middle  of  the 


Coll.  Peer.  iv.  4  28.  ;    Noble,  ii.   H. 


LORD    IIARCOURT. 


431 


eleventh  century — when  a  youno;er  son  of  the  then  chief  ac-     CHAP. 
....  .  .  .       cxviir. 

companied  Duke  William  in  his  memorable  expedition  to  claim  '_ 

the  crown  of  England,  fought  with  him  at  Hastings,  and  having 
many  manors  granted  to  him  for  his  bravery,  became  the  founder 
of  the  English  Harcourts.  Robert,  his  great-grandson,  by  mar- 
riase  with  Isabel  de  Camvile  obtained  the  estate  of  Stanton, 
in  the  county  of  Oxford,  which  thenceforth  received  the  name 
of  Stanton-Harcourt,  and  has  for  a  period  of  above  seven  hun- 
dred years  remained  the  property  of  his  descendants.*  The 
elder  branch  flourished  in  Normandy,  as  a  great  ducal  house, 
down  to  the  time  of  the  French  revolution,  producing  many 
distino-uished  warriors  and  statesmen.  The  cadets  in  England 
maintained  the  reputation  of  the  race  for  gallantry  and  loyalty. 
In  the  war  of  the  Hoses  they  sided  with  the  house  of  York, 
as  the  true  heirs  to  the  throne,  and  one  of  them  particularly 
signalising  himself  under  the  banner  of  Edward  IV.,  was 
by  him  created  a  Knight  of  the  Garter.  When  the  troubles 
began  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  they  were  all  devoted 
royalists-  Sir  Simon,  the  then  Lord  of  Stanton-Harcourt, 
and  grandfather  of  the  Chancellor,  fell  in  the  first  conflict 
which  took  place  with  the  troops  of  tlie  Parliament  in  Ire- 
land. Sir  Philip,  the  Chancellor's  father,  having  married  nis  father. 
the  daughter  of  Sir  William  Waller,  the  parliamentarian 
general,  is  said  to  have  embraced  the  Presbyterian  religion  ; 
but  he  abhorred  the  Independents,  who  had  gained  a  decided 
superiority,  and  he  refused  to  submit  to  Cromwell,  even  after 

*  This  Robert  was  sheriff  of  I>eicester  and  Warwickshire  in  the  years  1 1  99, 
1201,  1202,  and  the  manor  of  Stanton-Harcourt  was  confirmed  to  him  and 
Isabel,  and  their  heirs,  by  King  Stephen  and  King  Henry  II.  It  was  held  of 
the  Crown  by  the  following  service  ;  namely,  '•  That  the  Lord  of  Stanton-Har- 
court should  find  four  browsers  in  Woodstock  Parke  in  winter  time,  when  the 
snow  shall  ha|)])en  to  fall,  and  tarrye,  lie,  and  ahide,  be  the  space  of  two  days  ; 
and  so  to  find  the  said  browsers,  there  browsing,  so  long  as  the  snow  doth  lye; 
every  browser  to  liave  to  his  lodging  every  night  one  billet  of  wood,  the  length 
of  his  ax  helve,  and  that  to  carry  to  his  lodgings  u])on  the  edge  of  his  ax.  And 
the  King's  baiiilf  of  the  demesnes,  or  of  the  hundred  of  Wootton,  coming  to 
give  warning  for  the  said  browsers,  shall  blow  his  horn  at  the  gate  of  the  mannor 
of  Stanton- Harconrt  aforesaid,  and  then  the  said  bailid'to  have  a  cast  of  bread, 
a  gallon  of  ale,  and  a  jiice  of  beef,  of  the  said  Lord  of  Stanton-Harcourt  afore- 
said :  and  the  said  Lord,  or  other  for  the  time  being,  to  have  of  custom  yearly 
out  of  the  said  parke,  one  buck  in  sumur,  and  one  doe  in  winter.  .\nd  also  the 
I^ord  of  .Stanton-Harcourt  must  fell,  make,  rear,  and  carry  all  the  grasse  grow- 
ing in  one  meadow  within  the  ])arke  of  Woodstock,  called  Stanton  and  Southly 
mead  ;  and  the  iellcrs  and  the  makers  thereof  have  used  to  have  of  custoin,  of 
the  King's  Majesty's  charge,  six  pence  in  money,  and  two  gallons  of  ale." — Ac- 
count of  Stanton- Hdicoiirt,  by  Gcorr/e  Simon  Earl  Ilarcourt,  180S. 


432  KEVOLUTIOX. 

CHAP,     resistance  had  ceased  to  ofter  any  prospect  of  success;     In 
'    consequence,  a  great  part  of  his   property  was  seized  and 
confiscated.     AVhen  the  monarchy  was  at  last  re-established, 
like  many  other  loyal  men,  he  was  doomed  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  all  hopes  of  preferment  and  even  of  indemnity,  and 
to  struggle  with  penury  during  the  rest  of  his  days. 
His  birth.         His  SOU  Siuion,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  was  born  the 
very  year  of  the  Restoration,  and  was  obliged  to  submit  to 
some  early  hardships,  which  perhaps  invigorated  his  chai-acter 
His  educa-  and  sharpened  his  intellect.     I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
*"*"•  any  thing  of  his  early  education,  and  it  is  probable  that  till 

he  was  fit  for  the  university  he  remained  under  private  tui- 
tion at  home  —  imbibing  a  proper  hatred  of  roundheads  and 
puritans,  and  hearing  the  praises  of  the  blessed  jMartyr  — 
intermixed  with  some  o;rumblino;s  at  the  in2:ratitude  of  the 
restored  monarch. 
At  Oxford.  AVhen  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  was  sent  to  Pembroke  Col- 
lege, Oxford,  Avhere  he  was  strengthened  in  his  faith  in  the 
divine  rlg-ht  of  Kino;s,  and  the  wickedness  of  all  resistance  to 
their  authority.  At  the  same  time  he  occupied  himself  dili- 
gently in  classical  studies,  and  he  acquired  a  taste  for  poetry 
and  polite  literature,  which  stuck  by  him  through  life.* 
At  the  III-  Having  resided  three  or  four  years  at  Oxford,  he  was 
ple_  '  removed  to  the  Inner  Temple,  and  began  the  study  of  the 
law.  t  Aware  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  his  family 
could  defray  the  expence  of  maintaining  him  at  the  uni- 
versity and  the  inns  of  court,  and  that  any  patrimony  to 
which  he  could  look  forward  was  exceedingly  slender,  he 
applied  himself  assiduously  to  "  Finch,''  "  The  Doctor  and 
Student,"  and  other  institutional  books  then  fashionable, 
and  though  he  was  never  famous  for  23lncfe  llcttcr,  he  made 
himself  pretty  fairly  master  of  his  profession.  He  at  least 
learned  where  the  law  upon  different  subjects  was  to  be  found, 
so  that,  as   the   occasion  required,  he  could  get  up  an  argu- 

•  The  Registers  of  Oxford  have  been  in  vain  searched  for  any  entry  of  his 
Bachelor's  or  ^Master's  degree,  and  there  seems  reason  to  think  that,  for  some 
reason  not  explained,  he  left  the  university  without  graduating.  In  170'J,  when 
made  Solicitor  General,  attending  the  Queen  and  her  consort  on  a  visit  to 
Oxford,  he  being  then  readmitted  of  Christ  Chnreh,  was  created  LL.  D.,  and  in 
the  entry  of  this  proceeding  he  is  merely  described  as  "  niiper  dull.   Vt-mhroh." 

t   lie  had  been  admitted,  IMay  17.  U)7«. 
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ment  well   on  any  question  pro  re  natd,  and   appear  more     CHAP 
learned  than  others  who  had  laid  in  a  larger  stock  of  law    ^^^^^l- 
over  which  they  had  less  command.     From  his  family  con- 
nections  he  had  access  to  the  best  society,  and  he  kept  up  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  poets  and  dramatists.     His  per- 
son was  handsome,  and  his  manners  were  prepossessing. 

He  was  called  to  the  bar  in  Michaelmas  1676,  when  Jeffreys  Called  to 
was  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  (uiildford  was 
Lord  Keeper.  There  had  been  great  anticipations  of  his 
success,  and  these  were  not  disappointed.  "  He  was  scarce 
sooner  admitted  to  plead  than  admired  for  his  pleading."  * 
Few  men  ever  rose  more  speedily  into  general  business.  He  Rapid  rise, 
had  occasional  fits  of  dissipation,  and  he  very  rapidly  spent 
all  the  fees  he  received ;  but  he  was  generally  very  attentive 
to  the  affairs  of  his  clients,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty  he  was 
rising  rapidly  to  the  top  of  his  profession.  He  now  obtained 
his  first  professional  dignity,  which  lie  probably  valued  at  the 
time  more  highly  than  he  ever  did  any  tliat  followed  it ;  he 
was  elected  Recorder  of  Abino;don,  and  had  to  act  the  Judo;e 
in  the  presence  of  the  villagers,  among  whom  he  gamboled 
Avhen  a  Ijoy. 

Not  blind  to  the  errors  of  the  reign  of  James  II.,  he  had 
viewed  with  great  aversion  what  he  long  continued  to  desig- 
nate "  the  usurpation  of  the  Dutch  Stadtholdcr,"  — but  seeing 
the  irresistible  combination  of  churchmen  and  dissenters  to 
expel  the  Po})ish  King,  he  perceived  that  all  opposition  to 
the  national  will  must  then  be  vain  and  mischievous,  and  he 
therefore  resolved  to  "  bide  his  time." 

He  would  have  nothing  to  do  witli  the  Convention  Par-   His  con- 
liament,  although  he  might  have  had  a  seat  in  it  if  he  had   'i{[^^'„^,.*'"^ 
l)leased;  but  seeing  the  re-action  so  speedily  l)egin, — ^  when  a  tion. 
new  Parliament  was  summoned  he  got  irnnself  returni-d  for 
Abingdon,  in  the  ho])e  of  doing  something  for  King  Janu-s, 
and,  at  all  events,  resolved  to  embarrass  tlie  new  govenunent. 
He  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  William  ami  .Mary  upon 
tiie    maxim    which    guided    the    conduet    of    "  downwilght 
Shippen,"  and  many  other  adherents  of  the  Stuarts  who  were 

*   Gent.  :Mag    v.a.  Kv 
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CHAP,     considered  "  honourable  men,"  that  such  oaths  were  not  bind- 
■    ing,  and  that  the  shi  of  taking  or  breaking  them  lay  upon 
those  who  imposed  them. 
He  is  re-  jje  made  his  maiden  speech  on  the  9th  of  April,  1690,  in 

parliament,  the  debate  on  the  bill  for  recognising  the  new  sovereign,  and 
confirming  the  acts  of  the  Convention  Parliament,  which  had 
sat  without  any  royal  summons.  He  could  not  directly  oppose 
the  bill,  but  he  tried  to  disparage  it,  from  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  framed,  and  he  boldly  said,  "  I  have  ever  thought  the 
monarchy  hereditary ;  and  by  this,  what  becomes  of  your 
entail?  "  —  (meaning  the  settlement  of  the  Crown).  "I  am 
not  satisfied  that  the  acts  of  the  Convention  of  1660  were 
binding  till  confirmed  by  a  parliament  summoned  by  a  lawful 
king."  * 
April  26.  When  the  bill  came  to  be  considered  which  required  an 

He  opposes  o^th  to  abjure  King  James  and  his  descendants,  Harcovn't, 
the  Abju-  feeling  that  this  might  be  very  harassing  to  some  of  his 
friends  with  tender  consciences,  manfully  and  ably  opposed 
it  as  unnecessary,  tyrannical,  and  ineffectual  for  its  object. 
He  said,  "  You  have  already  the  oath  of  allegiance ;  and  if 
that  is  equivocated,  what  security  have  you  in  an  oath  of 
abjuration?  I  often  hear  that  we  have  a  powerful  enemy 
abroad,  and  that  there  is  a  necessity  to  unite  at  home.  This  will 
endanger  fomenting  and  increasing  jealousies.  I  will  discharge 
my  conscience,  however  I  may  be  mistaken.  Such  an  un- 
precedented oath  will  give  occasion  to  think  there  is  some 
radical  defect  in  the  government  which  is  to  be  so  supported 
by  such  extraordinary  expedients.  You  will  gain  no  ground 
by  it ;  you  will  make  enemies.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  re- 
flection upon  me  as  against  the  government,  because  I  am 
against  this  bill."  Sir  John  Main  waring,  the  next  speaker, 
seems  to  allude  to  some  indiscreet  declaration  of  Plarcourt  in 
private  company.  "  Suppose  you  have  a  member  within  these 
walls  who  should  say,  '  //  j/ou  icill  do  as  I  would  have  rjov, 
send  mcay  Kiiuj  William,  and  send  hack  for  Kimj  James.'' "f 
The  bill  passed,  which  remaining  unmodified,  I  am  ashamed 
to  say,  still  compels  us  to  abjure  upon  oath  any  allegiance  to 

*   r,  Pari.  Hist.  r,H2.  t    '>  Pail.   Hist.  596. 


LIFE   OF   LORD   HARCOURT.  435 

the  descendants  of  King  James  long  after  these  descendants,    CHAP, 
have  become  extinct."  *  cxviii. 

He  next  stoutly  resisted  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  ^"TiT^s 
Corpus  act,  —  which  was  proposed  on  the  ground  of  plots   1690. 
against  the  government,  and  he  showed  how   speedily  and  Habeas 
aptly  Tories  and  Whigs  could  change  their  language  as  tlicy   Corpus 

.        /y  .  I  9?       •  -I    Suspension 

were  in  opposition  or  in  otnce.  "  As  we  are  sent  here,  said  Bill ; 
he,  "  to  preserve  the  liberties  of  England,  so  there  is  no 
greater  security  for  them  than  this  act,  and  I  think  I  have 
acquitted  my  trust  very  ill  if  I  give  it  up.  You  struggled 
many  years  for  it :  you  obtained  it  in  times  which  we  are 
taught  to  look  back  upon  as  oppressive,  and  we  are  now  to 
be  deprived  of  it.  Suspending  it  thus,  on  every  frivolous 
pretence,  amounts  to  a  repeal.  At  this  particular  time,  now 
Ave  have  an  army  of  foreigners  in  our  bowels  (William's 
Dutch  guards),  we  should  rather  increase  our  liberties  than 
diminish  them."  f 

He  was  presently  in  such  keen  opposition, and  so  little  afraid  a.  v.  i696. 
of  flying  in  the  face  of  the  Court,  that  when  the  "Assassination 
Plot "  broke  out,  he  was  one  of  the  small  minority  of  conunon- 
ers  who  refused  to  sign  the  voluntary  association  for  the 
defence  of  William's  person,  although  Lord  Chancellor  Somers 
erased  from  the  commission  of  the  peace  the  name  of  all 
magistrates  who  imitated  his  example. 

I  do  not  find  any  further  notice  of  his  speeches  in  the  House  And  the 
of  Commons  till  his  gallant  opposition  to  the  iniquitous  bill 
for  the  attainder  of  Sir  John  Fenwiek.  J  He  said,  "  This  ^i^  Joim 
general  charge  of  treason  seems  a  great  hardshi}).  There  is 
nothing  by  which  so  many  have  been  unjustly  taken  off,  as 
such  vague  allegations  in  indictments ;  and  the  grievance  was 
justly  considered  so  great,  that  in  your  bill  lately  ])assed  for 
regulating  trials  for  high  treason,  you  have  provided  that  the 
overt  acts  shall  ])e  specifically  laid,  with  time,  plact\  and  cir- 

*  It  is  a  reproach  to  all  the  successive  administrations  uhich  have  i.'o\crned 
the  country  since  the  death  of  the  Cardinal  of  York  that  the  ahjuratiou  oath 
lias  not  been  repealed  or  new-modelled.  As  wc  -ue  liviiij:^  happily  under  tlie 
sixth  Sovereij^n  of  the  House  of  Brunswick,  ami  there  is  no  lontrcr  a  disputed  suc- 
cession, I  think  it  would  I)o  more  for  the  dij;nitv  of  the  Crown  to  return  to  the 
ancient  iiractice  of  testifying  the  duty  of  the  sid)ieet  by  simply  takini^  the  oath 
of  allcpjiance. 

t   5  l\  II.  iioa.  \    See  ante,  j).  'i!71. 
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rx  v\^T     ^""^^*^^"ces.     This  is  a  bill  to  deprive  an  individual  of  the 

benefit  of  a  general  law,  which  you  allow  to  be  necessary  for 

the  protection  of  innocence.  This  is  called  a  trial,  and  we  are 
said  to  be  the  judges.  I  know  no  trial  for  treason  but  what 
is  confirmed  by  Magxa  Ciiarta  — per  judicium  parium,  by  a 
jury,  which  is  every  Englishman's  birthright,  and  is  always 
esteemed  one  of  our  darling  privileges  :  but  if  it  be  a  trial,  it 
is  a  pretty  strange  one,  where  the  person  who  stands  upon 
his  trial  hath  a  chance  to  be  hanged,  but  none  to  be  saved.  I 
cannot  tell  under  what  cliaracter  to  consider  ourselves,  whether 
we  are  judges  or  jurymen:  I  never  before  heard  of  a  judge, 
I  am  sure,  nor  of  a  juryman,  but  he  was  always  upon  his 
oath :  I  never  yet  heard  of  a  judge  but  had  power  to  examine 
witnesses  upon  oath :  I  never  heard  of  a  judge  but  had  power 
to  save  the  innocent  as  well  as  to  condemn  the  guilty.  Have 
we  this  power  ?  If  you  were  satisfied  of  the  innocence  of  the 
accused,  you  must  remand  him  to  Xewgate  to  be  subject  to 
another  trial,  if  his  prosecutors  so  please.  Again,  if  I  am  a 
judge  in  this  case,  ought  I  not  to  be  governed  by  the  rides  of 
evidence  which  are  the  rules  of  law ;  and  the  very  foundation 
of  the  bill  is  that  by  the  rules  of  evidence  and  of  law  he 
cannot  be  lawfully  convicted?  It  is  said  we  have  a  discretion; 
but  my  Lord  Chief  Justice  Coke  says,  '  a  judge's  discretion 
is  diacernere  per  legem  ;  and  on  another  occasion,  that  *  a  judge 
is  to  be  guided  by  the  straight  line  of  law,  and  not  by  the 
crooked  cord  of  discretion.'  The  practice  of  Westminster  PLiU 
is  talked  of  with  some  disdain,  as  if  there  they  only  look  for 
reason  in  what  is  the  rule :  but  let  me  tell  you,  there  the  rule 
is  laid  down  because  it  is  reason  —  reason  approved  by  long 
experience  ;  and  therefore  it  is  a  rule.  To  tell  me  the  govern- 
ment is  in  danger,  and  that  the  fate  of  England  and  of  Europe 
depends  upon  this  ])ill,  is  certainly  rather  offered  to  amuse 
than  to  convince.  Although  I  have  no  acquaintance  of 
Sir  John  Fenwick,  from  tlie  account  I  receive  of  him  he 
cannot,  from  his  capacity,  1)0  vcrv  foi-niidable  to  any  govern- 
ment. At  any  rate  he  is  vour  prisoner,  and  you  luue  tlie 
power  of  detaining  him  as  long  as  you  please  in  close  cnstoily. 
(Jod  forbid  we  should  live  under  a  government  which  camiot 
sul)sist  without  takinir  awav  the  life  of  an  unfortunate  iren- 
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tleman  contrary  to  the  rules  of  law!    You  say  you  are  of     CM  a  p. 
opinion  he  is  guilty,  and  that  is  enough.     If  the  opinion  of    ^^^^'^• 
those  who  condemn  will  justify  the  condemnation,  let  us  no 
longer  call  the  verdicts  against  Cornish,  Sydney,  and  Russell, 
murders  by  a  perversion   of  the  rules  of  law  in  violation  of 
the  principles  of  justice."  * 

The  only  other  occasion  on  which  Harcourt  is  recorded  as  ^^^  •^^i- 
having  made  a  great  display  in  the  House  of  Commons,  impeath- 
during  the  reign  of  King  William,  was  upon  the  impeach-  "^^"*  ^^ 
mcnt  of  Lord  Somers,  which  seems  to  have  been  entirely  Somers. 
under  his  direction.  He  conducted  it  at  first  very  skilfully. 
The  Ex-chancellor  having  made  his  powerful  speech  in 
his  own  defence  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  Tories  were 
in  great  apprehension  that  there  might  be  a  division  soon  after 
he  had  concluded,  and  Harcourt  starting  up,  made  a  most 
taunting,  stinging  attack  on  the  Whigs  and  their  leader. 
Walpole,  wary,  though  inexperienced,  avoided  the  snare,  and 
was  for  an  immediate  division.  But  "  Cowper's  indignation 
moved  him  to  reply,  which  occasioned  the  2)rolongation  of 
the  debate,  —  at  the  end  of  which  what  had  l)een  significantly 
and  fully  urged  by  Lord  Somers  was  in  a  great  measm-e  for- 
gotten. But  had  the  impetuous  zeal  of  his  friends  been 
restrained,  and  his  enemies  been  permitted  to  proceed  without 
interruption  as  long  as  they  thought  fit,  Walpole  apprehended 
they  would  not  liave  ventured  to  divide  the  House."  The 
impeachment  being  carried,  after  a  very  protracted  debate, 
by  a  majority  of  ten,  it  was  ordered  that  Mr.  Simon  Har- 
court should  present  it  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  in 
the  name  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  of  all  tlie  Conunons 
of  England, 

I  think  he  is  much  to  1)C  censured  afterwards  in  framing 
the  articles  that,  instead  of  confining  himself  to  the  ])lank 
couunission  clandestinely  sealed,  for  negotiatiii^'  the  I'artition 
Treaty,  and  the  clandestine  ratification  of  that  'i'l-eaty,  ht^ 
introduced  a  iunul)er  of  frlvohuis  and  groundless  charges,  1 
likewise  think  tliat  although  he  knew  he  should  bring  the 
case  l)efore  a  liostUe   tribunal,   there    being  a  Whig  majority 

*   .•■;  I'arl.   Hist.  low;.  io;;'.>.   lorjT.   II  :•.... 

t    C'ox\  Sir  K.   \Va!i)()!c.  i.  'JJ.  ;    ,;   Pari.   Ili-t.    ; '.' I'i. 
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in  the  Lords,  and  that  there  would  probably  be  an  acquittal, 
wliatever  evidence  he  might  adduce,  —  he  acted  injudiciously 
in  allowing  the  case  to  go  off  upon  the  quarrel  between  the 
two  Houses,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  trial  should  be 
conducted.  By  the  unprecedented  demand  which  he  made 
at  the  conference  of  "  a  joint  committee  to  arrange  the  preli- 
minaries" he  put  the  Commons  in  the  wrong,  and  gave 
ground  for  contending  that  he  was  unwilling  to  proceed,  be- 
cause he  felt  that  no  part  of  the  charges  was  maintainable, 
and  that  the  prosecution  was  instituted  merely  from  party 
malevolence.  Nevertheless  he  was  higher  in  favour  than 
ever  with  his  own  party  ;  and  as  at  this  time  they  had  a  com- 
plete ascendancy  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  unfor- 
tunate result  of  the  Partition  Treaties  had  brought  a  load  of 
unpopularity  on  the  Whigs,  it  was  exjiected  that  he  would 
on  the  first  vacancy  be  made  Attorney  or  Solicitor  General, 
or  be  promoted  to  some  higher  office.  He  had  contrived  to 
remain  on  friendly  terms,  and  to  be  trusted  by  both  sections 
of  the  Tories,  —  by  those  who  were  engaged  in  active  corre- 
spondence with  St.  Germaine's,  and  those  who  were  willing  to 
serve  under  William,  they  themselves  having  as  ministers  to 
take  charge  of  the  church  and  the  prerogative.  * 

All  his  hopes  were  dashed  by  the  reaction  in  favour  of  the 
Whigs,  when  Louis  XIV.,  on  the  death  of  James  II.,  pro- 


*  It  is  clear,  from  Vernon's  correspondence,  that  there  was  at  this  time  a 
great  desire  to  bring  I larcoiirt  into  office.  May  21.  1700.  "  Some  press  for 
Mr.  Harcourt  being  made  Solicitor  General."  May  25.  1700.  "It  is  certain 
that  my  Lord  Coningsby  would  be  glad  to  see  Mr.  Harcourt,  and  I  know  not 
whom  besides,  brought  into  ])laces."  Jan  i;5.  1701.  "  The  King  has  been 
pressed  that  Mr.  Solicitor  should  be  brought  upon  the  bench,  to  make  room  for 
Mr.  Harcourt  to  succeed  him."  Jan.  22.  1701.  "We  talked,  likewise,  about 
Mr.  Harcourt,  whom  they  would  make  Solicitor  by  removing  Sir  John  Hawles 
to  be  a  Judge.  I  desired  him  to  consider  what  they  would  gain  by  such  a 
step  ;  that  I  always  understood  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  Whigs  should  not  be 
made  desperate  ;  and  I  asked  him  if  any  one  act  could  go  further  towanls  it 
than  l)y  giving  the  first  preferment  to  Mr.  Harcourt;  and  that  not  in  a  very 
natural  way,  since  the  Solicitor  iiad  no  inclination  to  be  removed." —  lb.  88. 

Shortly  before  he  had  been  ex))osed  to  great  peril,  having  fdlen  among 
thieves  (whether  they  were  Whigs,  is  not  stated);  but  he  had  the  good  luck  to 
escii|)i'  with  Ills  life,  and  to  recover  his  jjroperty.  The  adventure  is  thus  gra- 
))hically  related  in  the  "  London  Post  "  of  1st  ,Iime,  1700. — "  Two  days  ago,  Mi-. 
Simon  Harcourt,  a  lawyer  of  the  Tem])le,  coming  to  town  in  his  coach,  was 
rolibed  by  two  liighwaymen  on  Ilounslow  Heath  of  50/.,  his  watch,  and  what- 
ever they  could  find  vahiable  about  him;  which,  being  jierceived  by  a  countrv- 
;T:in  on  h<irsi.back.  he  digged  thi-in  to  a  di-^Uuice,  and  they  taking  notice  thcriof. 
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claimed  the  Pretender — undertaking  to  restore  him  by  a     CHAP. 
French   force :  —  and  a  Whicr  House    of  Commons    being    CXVIII, 
returned,  the  King's  speech  was  written  by  Lord  Somers, 
about  to  be  restored  to  the  Great  Seal.     But  there  was  a  •^''"-  •'^°^- 
still  more  sudden  change  in  his  favour  when,  on  the  death  of  ,^     , 

'^  March, 

William  III.,  Anne  chased  all  the  Whigs  from  her  Court,  1702. 
and  put  herself  into  the  hands  of  Marlborough  and  Godol- 
phin,  believing  that  they  would  ever  be  true  to  the  High 
Church  cause.  Still  his  good  fortune  continued  when 
her  first  House  of  Commons  was  ready  to  second  her  in 
putting  down  the  Dissenters,  and  doing  every  thing  that  might 
tend  to  crush  the  Whig  party  for  ever. 

It  is  believed  that  Harcourt  might  now  have  had  the 
Great  Seal  if  he  had  liked ;  but  he  had  been  very  careless 
about  money  matters,  and  he  was  not  rich  enough  to  sacrifice 
his  practice  at  the  bar  and  to  run  the  risk  of  speedily  losing 
his  office.  He  therefore  preferred  waiting  till  he  might 
become  a  law  officer  of  the  Crown,  —  and  old  Sir  Nathan 
Wright  was  continued  in  office  to  the  great  joy  of  the 
Queen  and  the  Church,  —  the  Ministers  having  the  satis- 
faction to  know  that  he  could  be  removed  at  any  time  when 
It  might  be  convenient  to  make  a  vacancy. 

On    the     2d    of    June    following,    Harcourt    was   made   lie  is  made 
Solicitor  General,   in  the  room   of  Sir   John    Hawles,  and   ^^''^'ctor 

CTt'iieral, 

received   the  honour   of  knighthood,   the  Queen  expressing  and  after- 
ffreat  satisfaction  that  she  had  in  her  service  a  lawyer  whose  ^T^I^  ^ 

o  -^  Attorney 

principles  she  so  much  approved.*     She  was  not  unaware  of  General. 
his  Jacobitish  propensities,  whicli  in  private   society  he  was 
at  no  great    pains    to    conceal ;   but    she    too    was    a   great 
admirer  of  the  doctrine  of  "  divine  right,"  if  she  could  have 
reconciled  it  with  her  own  title,  and  she  secretly  wished  that 

turned  and  rid  up  towards  liim  ;  upon  whieli,  lie  coiinterl'eiting  the  drunkard,  rid 
forward,  niakini;  antic  <;estnres  ;  and  beinj:;  come  up  with  them,  sp()ke  as  if  he 
clipjied  the  King's  Hnglish  with  having  drunk  too  much,  and  asked  them  to 
drink  a  yxA,  od'ering  to  treat  them  it"  tliev  woidd  l)ut  drink  with  him  :  where- 
upon they  believing  him  to  he  really  drunk,  left  him,  and  went  forward  again, 
and  he  stdl  followed  them  till  they  came  to  Cue  (  Kew)  lerry,  and  when  tiiey 
were  in  the  boat  discovered  tliem,  so  that  they  were  both  seized  :uid  connnitted  ; 
by  whii  li  means  the  gentleman  got  again  all  they  had  taki'n  from  him." 

*  IJurnet  says:  "  Harcourt,  and  several  others  who  had  during  the  last  reign 
ex))ressed  the  most  violent  and  unrelenting  aversion  to  llie  whole  administration, 
were  now  put  into  good  ])osts." — iv.    1:!;!, 
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it  inight  prevail  after  the  single  deviation  in  her  favour 
during  her  own  life.  As  a  mark  of  her  special  good  will, 
she  invited  Mr.  Solicitor  to  attend  her  on  a  visit  she  imme- 
diately after  made  to  the  University  of  Oxford,  where 
they  rapturously  received  her  as  the  daughter  of  James  II., 
forgetting  for  the  moment  that  she  had  a  "  brother  over  the 
water."  Sir  Simon,  for  having  so  strenuously  advocated  the 
orthodox  doctrines  of  the  High  Church,  both  ecclesiastical 
and  political,  now  received  amidst  tremendous  applause  the 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws. 

He  continued  under  Godolphin  and  Marlborough,  Soli- 
citor General  five  years,  and  Attorney  General  for  a 
year  and  a  half  longer  *  ;  but  he  had  the  mortification  to 
see  the  administration  become  gradually  more  Whiggish, 
till  at  last,  in  1708,  he  resigned,  with  Harley  and  St.  John. 
During  the  early  part  of  this  period  he  took  an  active  part 
in  supporting  government  measures  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, though  latterly  he  with  sulkiness  confined  himself 
to  the  discharge  of  his  oflSclal  duties.  The  Bill  against 
occasional  conformity  had  his  enger  support ;  and  when  the 
conference  upon  the  subject  took  place  between  the  two 
Houses,  he  was  the  chief  manager  on  the  part  of  the 
Commons,  —  contending  "that  if  a  national  Church  be  ne- 
cessary, which  the  Lords  did  not  venture  to  deny,  the 
only  effectual  way  to  preserve  it  is  by  keeping  the  civil 
power  in  the  hands  of  those  whose  practice  and  principles 
are  conformable  to  it."  f 

In  the  following  year  he  conducted  a  prosecution,  of 
Avhich  the  High  Church  party  have  the  chief  disgrace, 
although,  strange  to  say,  it  was  applauded  by  a  considerable 
section  of  bigoted  dissenters.  Sachevei'cll  bcfflnnlno;  to 
preach  the  course  of  sermons  which  at  last  brought  him  into 
such  notoriety,  had  lately,  with  great  applause,  announced 
from  the  pulpit  to  the  enlightened  university  of  Oxford,  that 
the  priest  could  not  be  a  true  son  of  the  Church  who  did  not 
hang  out   "  the  bloody  flag  and  baiuier  of  defiance"  agaliit^t 


*    He  w;is  ajiijoiiited   Attorney  (ieneral  '25th  April,  1707 
7  i;  Pari.  Hist.  7f!. 
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all  who  questioned  her  doctrines  or  her  discipline.  Tills  chap. 
discourse  being  hawked  about  in  the  streets  for  two  pence, 
was  very  generally  read,  and  was  making  a  very  deep  im- 
pression on  the  public  mind.  The  celebrated  Daniel  De 
Foe,  one  of  the  greatest  literary  geniuses  the  island  of  Great 
Britain  has  ever  produced,  at  this  period  of  his  checkered 
career,  carrying  on  a  prosperous  trade,  and  keeping  his  coach, 
was  roused  by  the  love  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  which 
ever  burned  in  his  bosom,  and  saying  that  "  he  would  make 
an  effort  to  stay  the  plague,"  wrote  and  published  anony- 
mously his  celebrated  tract  entitled  "  The  shortest  Way  with 
the  Dissenters."  It  affected  to  personate  the  opinions  and 
style  of  the  most  furious  of  the  ultra  High  Churchmen,  and 
to  set  forth,  with  perfect  gravity  and  earnestness,  the  extreme 
of  the  ferocious  intolerance  to  which  their  views  and  wishes 
tended.  A  finer  specimen  of  serious  irony  is  not  to  be  found 
in  our  language,  and  it  may  be  placed  by  the  side  of  Swift's 
"  Argument  against  the  Abolition  of  Christianity."  "  'Tis 
in  vain,"  said  he,  "  to  trifle  in  this  matter.  We  can  never 
enjoy  a  settled,  uninterrupted  union  in  this  nation  till  the 
spirit  of  Whiggism,  faction  and  schism  is  melted  down  like 
the  old  money.  Here  is  the  opportunity  to  secure  the 
Church,  and  to  destroy  her  enemies.  I  do  not  prescribe  fire 
and  faggot,  Ijut, '  Dclenda  est  Carthago.^  They  are  to  be  rooted 
out  of  this  nation  if  ever  wc  will  live  in  peace  and  serve 
God.  The  light  foolish  handling  of  them  by  fines  is  their 
glory  and  advantage.  If  the  (jalhnrs,  instead  of  the  comj^ter, 
and  the  gallci/s,  instead  of  i\\Qjincs,  were  the  reward  of  going 
to  a  conventicle,  there  would  not  be  so  many  sufferers.  The 
s})lrlt  of  martynlom  is  over.  They  that  will  go  to  church 
to  l)e  chosen  sheriffs  and  mayors*,  will  go  to  forty  cluirchcs 
rather  than  be  hang(  il."  Such  was  the  exl.-tlug  state  of 
society,  that  for  some  time  l)ot]i  (^ides  were  t:ikeu  in.  ^rimid 
non-confonnlsts  were  struck  with  the  dread  of  coming  jier- 
secutlon  ;  valoi'ous  supportci's  of  the  divine  obligation  of  im- 
posing ej)isco[)a('y  on  all  C'hrl.-;tlans   loudly  slioutcd  ap[ilause. 


*    This   rill-rs    to   occ.-i^iciiil    cuiironnit\ ,  «li'(!i    li.i'l  '.'ivtii  ri'-i.'   to  tlio   coiitro- 
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CHAP.  A  Cambridge  fellow  wrote  to  thank  his  London  bookseller 
for  sending  down  such  an  excellent  treatise,  which  was  con- 
sidered in  the  combination  rooms  there,  next  after  the  Holy 
Bible  and  the  Church  Liturgy,  the  most  valuable  book  ever 
printed  !  But  when  the  hoax  was  discovered,  both  parties 
were  equally  in  a  rage  against  the  unlucky  author ;  and 
when  his  name  was  discovered,  there  was  a  general  cry  that 
he  should  be  pilloried.  In  this  the  Presbyterian  fanatics 
joined,  because  they  owed  him  a  grudge  for  having  on 
former  occasions  ventured  to  laugh  at  some  of  their  ab- 
surdities.  They  pretended  to  say  that  such  a  pamphlet  was 
a  scurrilous  irreverence  to  religion  and  authority,  and  they 
would  have  none  of  it.  Nay,  a  puritanical  colonel  said, 
"  he'd  undertake  to  be  hangman  rather  than  the  author 
should  want  a  pass  out  of  the  world."  Lord  Nottingham, 
the  head  of  the  high  church  party,  rejoiced  in  this  oppor- 
tunity to  punish  a  man  who  had  been  a  constant  assailant 
since  the  beginning  of  William's  reign,  and  Godolphin  being 
unable  to  resist  a  proposal  so  agreeable  to  the  Queen 
(although  at  the  instigation  of  Harley  she  afterwards  took 
the  same  man  into  favour),  a  reward  of  501.  was  offered  for 
the  apprehension  of  "  Daniel  De  Foe,  suspected  of  pub- 
lishing a  blasphemous  libel."  The  Attorney-General  was 
ordered  to  prosecute  hira. 

It  would  Aveil  have  become  Harcourt  (himself  a  wit) 
to  have  refused  to  treat  as  a  criminal,  for  penning  a  mere 
Jen  d^esj)}'it,  one  who,  although  he  had  not  yet  laid  the 
foundation  of  his  immortality  by  writing  "  Robinson 
Crusoe,"  or  "  The  History  of  the  Plague  of  London," 
had,  in  his  "  Review,"  and  other  publications,  given 
j)roof  of  the  most  lively  invention,  and  of  great  mastery  over 
the  English  language ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  Mr.  At- 
torney engaged  in  the  prosecution  with  great  zeal  and  ani- 
mosity. Daniel  surrendered  liimsclf  to  save  his  printer  ;md 
bookseller,  who  liad  been  cast  into  prison,  and  in  July.  1  703, 
he  took  his  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey,  being  placed  like  a  felon 
in  the  dock.  Speaker  Onslow  (I  think  rather  liarshly)  de- 
scribes Harcourt  as  "  a  man  very  able,  but  without  shame."' 
On   t'lis  (jccasion  lie  deserved  that  cliaraetcr.      He  attended 
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in  person,  made  a  most  inflamed  statement  of  the  case  to  the     CHAP. 

f^  \  \7  ITT 

jury,  and  tried  to  stir  up  their  religious  prejudices  against 
the  defendant,  insinuating  that  the  man  who  could  so  play 
with  sacred  things  could  be  little  better  than  an  infidel. 
But  the  legal  crime  charged  was  an  attack  upon  the  Queen's 
ministers,  whose  conduct,  it  was  pretended,  was  evidently  cen- 
sured by  this  libeller,  and  Avhom  he  must  be  taken  to  have 
wished  to  bring  into  disrepute.  Mr.  Attorney  brought 
forward  his  favourite  doctrine,  that  "  he  was  entitled,  and  in 
duty  bound,  to  prosecute  every  man  who  should  assert  any 
power  in  the  people  to  call  their  governors  to  account,"  —  a 
doctrine  sanctioned  by  what  was  laid  down  by  the  great 
Holt  in  Tutchin's  case,  "  that  no  man  might  lawfully  publish 
a  writing  reflecting  on  the  government,  or  even  upon  the 
capacity  or  fitness  of  any  one  employed  in  it." 

In  proving  publication  there  was  a  difficulty,  which  was  sur- 
mounted by  a  stratagem  ( I  hope  and  believe)  without  the  privity 
of  Harcourt ;  for  though  eager  to  obtain  a  conviction  to  please 
the  high  church  party,  of  which  lie  was  considered  the  great 
champion,  he  was  not,  like  the  Riches  of  a  former  century, 
ready  to  resort  to  any  dishonourable  means  to  rescue  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown  from  the  disijrace  of  failino;  in  a  state 
prosecution.  But  as  De  Foe  afterwards  declared  (and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  the  fact)  he  was  induced  to  admit  the 
publication  of  the  alleged  libel  by  a  private  assurance  given 
him  in  court,  "  that  a  high  influence  was  not  indisposed  to 
protect  him," — by  which  he  was  to  understand  that  if  he 
were  found  guilty,  any  punishment  awarded  against  him 
would  be  remitted  by  the  Queen.  Short  work  was  then 
made  of  it;  for  the  Judge  said  "there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  pamphlet  was  a  wicked  libel,"  and  the  jury,  without 
leaving  the  box,  found  a  verdict  of  f/u/it//.  Mr.  Attorney 
instantly  prayed  judgment,  and  the  judges,  who,  happily 
foi"  them,  are  forgotten,  sentenced  him  whose  name  will 
be  remcm])ered  with  affection  as  long  as  our  nation  or 
language  remains,  "to  pay  a  fine  of  20(1  marks,  to  be  iin- 
pristmed  duriiu/  the  Queen's  jdeasure,  to  stand  three  times  in 
the  jilllorv,  and  to  find  sureties  lor  his  good  hchavlour  for 
seven  vears."      He  i-i,  turned  to  his  crll  in  tlie  iirni  belii'f  that 
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CHAP,     he  was  forthwith  to  be  pardoned  and  liberated,  but  he  was 

'    told  next  day  that  he  must  prepare  to  undergo  his  punish- 

Dc  Foe's      uient.      Undismayed  he  sat  down,  and  composed  his  most 
hymntothu  felicitous  pootical  effusion,  entitled  "  A  Hymn  to  the  Pil- 

pillorv.  ,  ,         .  .  . 

lory, '  with  a  view  to  be  revenged  of  his  prosecutors.  The 
following  stanza  is  evidently  aimed  at  the  Attorney-General, 
whom  he  suspected,  however  unjustly,  of  having  deceived 
him :  — 

"  Tell  them  tlie  inon  that  j)laced  him  here 
Are  scandals  to  the  times  : 
Are  at  a  loss  to  find  his  guilt. 
And  cant  commit  his  crimes." 

July  29.  This  was   published,  and  sold  in   thousands,  the   day  he 

De  Foe  in  stood  in  the  pillory  before  the  lioyal  Exchange  ;  and  it  was 
the  pillory.  Jn  cvcry  body's  mouth  the  two  following  days,  Avhen  he 
stood  in  the  pillory  in  Cheapside  and  at  Temple  Bar.  The 
mob  di'ank  the  health  of  De  Foe,  and  cursed  the  Attorney 
General.  The  culprit  was  pelted  with  roses,  and  covered 
with  garlands.  "  The  people  were  expected  to  treat  me  very 
ill,"  he  tells  us,  "  but  it  was  not  so.  On  the  contrary,  they 
wished  those  who  had  set  me  there  placed  in  my  room,  and 
exj)ressed  their  affections  l)y  loud  shouts  and  acclamations 
when  I  was  taken  down."  There  was  no  foundation  for  the 
report  that  his  cars  were  cut  off;  and  I  believe  that  there 
had  been  no  instance  of  mutilation  or  branding,  as  a  punish- 
ment for  libellers,  since  the  abolition  of  the  Star  Chamber ; 
at  any  rate,  none  since  the  Revolution  :  yet  Pope,  himself 
the  most  vindictive  of  libellers,  chose  to  introduce  this  most 
benevolent  man,  as  well  as  fine  Avriter,  into  the  Dunciad, 
coupled  with  a  rascal  who  lived  by  lying,  —  in  the  well-known 
distich  :  — 

"  Enrless  on  high  stood  iiiialiasird  De   For, 
And   Tntchin  flagrant  tVoni  the  lash  below." 

I  have  been  reluctantly  obliged  to  mention  this  prosecution, 
and  to  censure  Ilarcourt's  share  in  it,  but  we  must  chiefly 
Ijhime  the  spirit  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  and  we  slioukl 
rcmeniber  in  mitigation,  that  more  than  a  century  af'terwardt^, 
aixl   ill  our  own  li'eneratioii.,  sentence  of  the  ])illorv  was  i)ro- 
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nounced  upon  Leigh  Hunt,  a  poet  admired  by  many,  and  on     CHAP. 
Lord  Cochrane,  admitted  by  all  to  be  one  of  the  most  gallant 
and  skilful  officers  who  ever  adorned  the  naval  service  of 
England,   neither  of  whom  had  committed  any  offence  de- 
serving punishment. 

The  only  other  state  trial  in  which  Harcourt  was  engaged  Tiic  la«-  of 
was  that  of  Tutchin  for  publishing  the  "  Observatoi'," — a  lei.rn  of 
trial  discreditable  to  several  of  the  parties  concerned  in  it  —  I  Q^^en 
am  sorry  to  say,  including  Chief  Justice  Holt,  Avho  on  this  a.  n.  i7oi. 
occasion  laid  down  law  Avhich,  if  acted  upon,  would  be  fatal 
to  the  press,  and  indeed  to  public  liberty.  The  defendant's 
counsel  having  attempted  to  put  an  innocent  construction  on 
some  parts  of  the  alleged  libel,  Mr.  Solicitor  Harcourt  thus 
interposes:  — "  But  Mr.  Montague  says  nothing  of  '  the  pre- 
rogative the  people  have  that  the  rejyresentatives  are  the  judges 
of  the  mal-administration  of  their  governors;  that  they  can 
call  them  to  account,  and  can  appoint  such  to  wear  the  Crou:n 
ivho  are  fittest  for  government,''  —  he  passes  by  all  this  scan- 
dalous matter." ^ — Montag\>c.  "  I  did  so,  Mr.  Solicitor,  and  I 
did  it  on  purpose,  because  I  look  upon  it  as  a  matter  not 
proper  for  you  and  me  to  talk  about  as  advocates  in  this 
place.  I  think  the  rights  of  tlic  prince  and  the  power  of 
the  people  too  high  topics  for  me  to  meddle  with,"  — 
NortJieg,  A.  G.  "  I  am  surprised  to  hear  it  justified  liere  by  a 
counsel  that  the  people  have  power  to  call  their  governors  to 
account.  I  will  always  prosecute  any  man  that  shall  assert 
such  doctrines."*  —  Holt,  C.J.  (to  the  jury).  "This  is  a 
very  strange  doctrine  to  say,  it  is  not  a  libel  —  reflecting  on 
the  government  —  endeavoiu'ing  to  possess  the  people  that  the 
government  is  nial-administercd  l)y  corrupt  j)crsons.  To  say 
that  corrupt  persons  are  appointed  to  administer  affairs  is 
certalnlv  a  rt'tlectlon  on  the  government.  If  writers  should 
not  be  ealled  to  account  for  possessing  the  ])Coi)l('  with  an 
111  opinion  of  the  government,  no  governinent  c:ui  subsist. 
Xow  you  are  to  consider  whetluu'  those  words  1  have  read  to 
you  do  not  tend  to  l)eget  an  ill  opinion  of  the  administration 
of  the  'i^overnment?    To  tell  us  that  '  those  who  are  enijiloyed 

*     II  St.  Tr.  1  IL"-'. 
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know  nothing  of  the  matter,  and  those  who  do  know  are  not 
employed,  —  that  men  are  not  adapted  to  offices  but  offices  to 
men  out  of  a  particular  regard  to  their  interest  and  not  to 
their  fitness  for  the  places,' — this  is  the  purport  of  these 
papers."*  The  defendant  was  found  guilty,  but  on  account 
of  some  informality  the  verdict  was  set  aside,  and  the  public 
was  so  much  scandalised  by  the  prosecution  that  by  Har- 
court's  advice  it  was  dropped,  f 

When  the  great  case  of  privilege  arose  out  of  the  Ayles- 
bury election,  the  House  of  Commons  was  chiefly  guided  by 
the  advice  of  Harcourt,  and  to  enable  the  Tory  majority 
which  then  bore  tyrannical  sway  to  dispose  of  seats  as  they 
thought  fit,  he  very  improperly  proposed  the  resolutions 
"  that  no  action  could  be  brought  against  a  returning  officer 
by  an  elector,"  and  "  that  the  judgment  of  the  House  of  Lords 
determining  that  such  an  action  was  maintainable  amounted  to 
a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  Commons,"  —  by  which  extra- 
vagant resolutions  those  privileges  received  the  deepest  wound 
ever  inflicted  upon  them.  Yet  I  cannot  but  admire  the  spirit 
Avith  which  he  conducted  the  whole  aflair  —  not  hesitating  to 
come  into  direct  collision  with  the  Judges  and  the  House  of 
Lords,  whatever  might  be  the  consequence.  Some  of  his 
sentiments  respecting  actions  brought  in  violation  of  the  just 
privileges  of  either  House  I  entirely  approve  of,  and  I  wish 
that  they  had  been,  and  that  they  may  be,  acted  upon :  — 
'^^Frincipiis  obsta ;  never  let  your  disease  grow  to  such  a  head 
as  to  put  you  on  the  necessity  of  complaining  of  a  judgment 
of  the  Lords,  but  rather  check  it  in  its  infancy.  If  an  action 
should  be  brought  against  the  Speaker  or  the  Serjeant-at- 
arms  for  obeying  your  commands,  ought  we  to  sit  still  here 
to  see  what  they  will  do  in  the  Courts  below,  and  afterwards 
wait  for  the  event  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  writ  of  error  ? 
The  law  of  parliament  is  above  the  Judges  of  the  Common 
Law  ;  it  is  alieni  fori.  If  you  will  induce  any  person  to  go 
into  Westminster  Hall  and  to  bring  an  action  to  question 


*    M  St.  'J"r.  1128. 

f  But  Lyncli  law  was  more  cfTcctual  against  Tiitcbin.  For  another  libel, 
liL'  was  c-ruoily  l)eaten  by  ruffians,  and  lost  his  life.  II  St.  Tr.  I'iOO.  He  is 
imniortaliseil  in  the  DLNfiAD. 
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your  rights,  a  jury  may  find  a  verdict  that  you  have  no  such  CHAP. 
rights,  and  judgment  shall  be  given  accordingly.  Does  not 
this  submit  your  proceedings  to  the  examination  and  censure 
of  inferior  Courts,  and  may  it  not  soon  confine  you  to  such 
privileges  as  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  as  the  Supreme 
Court  of  error,  may  be  pleased  to  accord  to  you  ?"*  But  in 
this  controversy  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  think  Somers, 
Cowper,  and  the  Whig  lawyers  upon  the  whole,  deserved  more 
praise  than  those  who  for  party  purposes  brought  such  odium 
upon  parliamentary  privilege. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1707  Harcourt  acquired  much  _H's  merit 
credit  by  the  manner  in  which,  to  cut  off"  long  debates,  he  the  iiiii  tt>r 
framed  the  Bill  for  the  Union  between  England  and  Scotland,  ^'^'^  ""'o" 
—  whei'cby  all  the  articles  which  the  Commissioners  had  agreed  land. 
upon  were  recited  in  the  preamble,  and  enacted  by  a  single 
clause.  "  This  put  those  upon  great  difficulties  who  had 
resolved  to  object  to  several  articles,  and  to  insist  on  de- 
manding some  alterations  in  them,  for  they  could  not  come 
at  any  debate  about  them :  they  could  not  object  to  the 
recital,  it  being  merely  matter  of  fact,  and  they  had  not 
strength  enough  to  oppose  the  general  enacting  clause,  nor 
was  it  easy  to  come  at  particulars  and  to  ofter  provisoes 
relating  to  them.  It  passed  through  the  House  of  Commons 
before  those  who  intended  to  opj)ose  it  had  recovered  them- 
selves out  of  the  surprise  under  which  the  form  it  was  drawn 
in  had  put  them."f  He  did  not  speak  upon  the  subject 
himself,  and  his  name  does  not  occur  in  the  Parliamentary 
debates,  after  tlie  discussions  which  arose  out  of  the  case  of 
Ashby  V.  White,  till  he  was  once  more  an  opposition  leader.  J 
When  upon  the  death  of  Prince  George,  Lord  Somers  was 
made    President    of  the    Council   and    the   Cal)inct    became 


♦  f)  rati.   Hist., '_'(.••}— 2fi7.  t   ■•  Hiiniet.  IT*;. 

\  However,  there  seems  reason  to  tliink  that  in  this  interval  lie  delivered 
S])eeehes  which  are  lost,  sometimes  a>raiiist  the  niea'-ures  of  the  government. 
S«itt,  in  liis  "  .Vfemoirs  relatinj^  to  the  ("Itanue  in  (iueen  Anne's  Ministry," 
when  s])eaking  of  the  Whigs  who  joined  tlie  jj;overnnient  in  1  ~0'i.  s.iys  :  "  Upon 
the  admission  of  these  men  into  emi)loyment,  \\\v  Conrt  soon  ran  into  extremity 
of  low  church  measures;  and  althoiigh  in  the  House  of  Commons  Mr.  Harley, 
!^lr  Simon  Hdrcourt,  Mr.  St.  Johti,  and  some  others  m.wie  great  and  hold  stands 
in  defence  of  the  constitution,  yet  they  were  alw.iys  home  down  i)y  a  ma- 
jority." 
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CHAP,     entirely  Whig,  he  justly  thought  it   inconsistent   with   his 
dignity  to  serve  them,  and  he  resigned  the  office  of  Attorney 
General*,  being  succeeded  by  a  good  Whig,  Sir  James  Mon- 
tague, brother  of  Lord  Halifax,  f 
Harcourt's        While   SoHcitor  and  Attorney  General,  he  had  tried  to 
cham^an  of  P'^'^P  "P  ^^^  administration  in  a  manner  that  seems  strange 
Quarter        to  a  modern  law  officer  of  the  Crown.     He  acted  as  chairman 

Sessions 

of  the  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  county  of  Bucks,  and  quar- 
terly in  charging  the  Grand  Jury  delivered  a  panegyric 
upon  the  government.  His  MS.  notes  of  several  of  these 
addresses  are  preserved  in  the  British  Museum,  and  a  few 
sentences  from  one  of  them  may  be  amusing :  —  "  How  much 
happier  are  we,  gentlemen,  than  our  neighbours,  who  groan 
under  insupportable  miseries  even  to  the  last  degree  of 
slavery,  while  we  live  in  ease  and  hospitality,  and  eat  the 
fruit  of  our  own  vine.  As,  gentlemen,  we  are  blessed  with 
such  good  laws,  so  we  are  under  the  most  auspicious  reign  of 
the  best  of  Queens  (Avhom  God  long  preserve!),  —  a  Queen 
who  will  impartially  put  them  in  execution, — a  Queen  who 
is  a  zealous  professor  of  the  religion  of  the  Church  of  England 
as  established  by  law,  and  will  always  be  a  promoter  of  its 
honour  and  interest,  and  a  Queen  who  wishes  from  the  very 
bottom  of  her  breast  there  were  no  separatists  from  it  in  her 
dominions." 
He  is  iin-  He   was  now  to   be  the  victim  of  such  a  faction  as  in  a 

priveVoT  former  parliament  he  had  led  on  to  acts  of  partiality  and 
his  seat  for  vlolcncc.  At  the  general  election  which  followed  the  late 
changes,  the  Whigs  gained  a  decided  majority.  Sir  Simon 
Ilarcourt,  however,  was  again  returned  for  Abingdon,  the 
borough  which  he  had  long  represented,  and  in  which  liis 
interest  was  still  unshaken.  But  Mr.  Jolm  Hucks,  the 
beaten  Whig  candidate,  trusting  to  the  ])lind  support  of  his 
friends,  presented  a  })etition  claiming  tlie  seat.  The  case, 
according  to  the  usage  whicli  prevailed  till  the  passing  of  the 
Grenville  Act,  was  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  tlie  debate 

*  "  As  Harley  laid  down,  both  Harcouit,  then  Attorney  General,  ]\Iansel, 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Household,  and  St.  John,  the  Sceret.iry  at  War,  went 
and  laid  down  with  liim."  —  4  Burnet,  'J'iO. 

t  Tills  change  took  place  21st  Octo'ner,  1 70S.  Harcourt's  resignation  was 
enrolled  in  Chancerv,  lieiiig  the  onlv  in^taiice  of  that  nature  in  our  records. 


Abingdon. 
A.  n.  1705 
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lasting  till  past  two  In  the  morninj?,  as  there  was  an  intense     CHAP. 
desire  on  the  one  side  to  oust  the  sitting  Member,  and  on  the  ' 

other  to  save  him.  Before  the  division  he  himself  thus 
spoke: — "  Whatever  the  determination  of  this  House  may 
be,  I  know  and  all  impartial  men  will  believe  that  I  am 
entitled  to  sit  as  representative  for  Abingdon  in  this  par- 
liament. The  just  construction  of  the  charter,  as  it  has  been 
understood  and  acted  upon  for  150  years,  deprives  my  com- 
petitor of  the  shadow  of  a  right,  and,  even  upon  his  con- 
struction of  it,  I  have  still  a  majority  of  votes.  lie  himself 
at  the  close  of  the  poll  declared  that  he  had  not  offered  him- 
self with  any  hope  of  success,  and  it  was  not  till  he  had  seen 
that  his  party  had  fared  better  in  other  places,  that  he 
thought  of  petitioning.  But  what  a  mean  and  contemptible 
notion  must  he  entertain  of  this  House  ?  He  must  suppose 
tliat  you  are  to  be  awed  by  the  word  of  command  Avliich  he 
tlilnks  may  be  given  to  expel  me,  and  to  substitute  himself  in 
my  place  against  the  Avill  of  the  electors,  and  after  his  own 
confession  that  he  was  fairly  defeated.  If  it  should  indeed 
be  declared  that  I  am  not  duly  elected,  I  shall  leave  this 
House,  feeling  deep  compassion  for  the  unfortunate  friends 
Avho  stay  behind  me,  for  they  must  be  destined  to  make  a 
constant  but  ineffectual  struggle  against  fraud  and  folly. 
AYhocver  suggested  this  petition,  believing  tliere  is  such  a 
parliament,  must  be  the  most  abandoned  wretch  in  the  Avorld, 
who  has  long  quitted  all  notions  of  right  and  wrong,  all  sense 
of  truth  and  justice,  all  regard  for  honour  and  conscience. 
But  1  trust  it  will  be  I'ound  he  makes  a  most  calunuiious 
es^timate  of  a  British  House  of  Commons.  Tlie  Petition 
cliargcs  me  personally  with  many  indirect  practices;  ])ut  not 
an  attempt  has  been  made  to  prove  any  part  of  these  charges, 
and  all  who  know  me,  know  that  they  nnist  be  false.  .\s  to 
the  indirect  practices  of  mv  agents — T  had  no  agi'nts.  1'ilJ 
the  morning  of  the  election  I  knew  of  no  o])|)ositioii.  and  I 
had  made  no  preparation  for  a  contest.  I  ha<l  I'vei'v  reason 
1o  believe  that  my  foi-mer  services  in  six  ])arlianients  had  met 
with  the  ajiprol^ation  of  the  great  bulk  of  niy  constituents, 
and  that  thev  were  willing  again  to  cNtiilidi}  to  nie  the  high 
VOL.  IV.  o  (; 
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CHAP,  trust  of  representina;  them.*  The  electors  of  Abinffdon 
■  were  not  influenced  by  the  solicitations,  menaces,  and  pro- 
mises used  against  me,  and  I  trust  their  example  will  be 
imitated  by  the  Members  of  this  House,  who  are  expected  to 
be  patterns  of  purity,  independence,  and  honour."  He  then 
bowed  and  withdrew,  and  the  division  took  place — when  the 
resolution  was  carried  by  a  considerable  majority,  that  "  John 
Hucks,  Esq.,  was  duly  elected  and  ought  to  have  been 
returned  a  burgess  to  serve  in  the  present  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Abingdon,  and  that  the  return  for  the  said 
borough  be  amended  by  substituting  the  name  of  the  said 
John  Hucks,  Esq.,  for  that  of  Sir  Simon  Harcourt, 
Knight."  t 

This  ceremony  was  accordingly  performed  next  day  by 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  but  Harcourt  liad  soon  ample  re- 
venge on  the  Whigs  by  becoming  leading  counsel  for  Dr. 
Sacheverell,  and  by  inflaming  the  nation  against  them  as 
the  enemies  of  the  church.  If  he  had  continued  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  his  mouth  would  have  been  closed 
as  soon  as  the  impeachment  Avas  voted. 
Marcii  3.  When  this    most   preposterous   and    ill-fated    prosecution 

Harcourt  Came  to  a  hearing  in  Westminster  Hall,  the  chief  part  as- 
counsei  for  signed  to  Harcourt  was  to  answer  the  first  article,  charging 
leii,  the  defendant  with  having,  in  his  sermon  at  St.  Paul's,  tra- 

duced the  Revolution  and  denied  the  laAvfulness  of  resistance. 
The  ground  of  defence  taken,  very  ably,  and,  I  think,  very 
satisfactorily,  was,  that  botli  the  Church  of  England  and  tlie 
municipal  law  of  the  country  inculcate  obedience  to  tlic 
civil  magistrate,  and  that  cases  of  justifiable  resistance  arc 
exceptions  to  the  rule,  which  are  implied,  and  cannot  possibly 
be  anticipated  or  defined.  Harcourt  introduced  a  little  false 
and  sophistical  reasoning,  by  saying  that  "  there  was  no 
resistance  at  the  devolution,  as  the  supreme  power  supposed 
to  be  resisted  is  in  this  country  vested  in  the  legislature,  and 

*  He  was  liecordcr  of  Abingdon,  and  seems  to  have  been  a  great  favourite 
there.  I  know  not  whether  the  custom  then  prevailed  to  wliicli  another  At- 
torney General,  likewise  deservedly  very  popular,  who  now  represents  Abing- 
don, was  charged  with  having  conformed  to,  —  of  throwing  handfiils  of  gold 
among  the  mob  on  the  d;iy  of  cliaiiing. 

I  fl  I'arl.  Hist    "7S\ 
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that  the  Revolution  took  effect  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  CHAP. 
concurring  and  assisting  in  it."  But  he  goes  on  to  show  that 
his  client  had  only  used  the  language  of  great  divines  and  ^  ^  j^jq 
great  lawyers,  and  to  ask,  "  whether,  when  the  general  rule 
of  obedience  is  taught,  the  particular  exceptions  out  of  that 
rule  which  may  arise  are  always  to  be  expressed  ?  or  whether, 
when  the  general  rule  is  laid  down,  the  particular  exceptions 
out  of  that  rule  which  might  arise  are  not  more  properly  to 
be  understood  or  implied?"  He  decently  dissembles  so  far 
as  to  speak  respectfully  of  the  Revolution,  although  in  his 
heart  he  abhorred  it :  "  Such  an  exception,  no  doubt,  the 
Revolution  was  when  our  late  unhappy  Sovereign,  then  upon 
the  throne,  misled  by  evil  counsellors,  we  are  told,  endea- 
voured to  subvert  and  extirpate  the  Protestant  religion,  and 
the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  kino;dom."  He  then  argues 
very  forcibly  in  support  of  his  position  :  "  Every  minister  of 
the  gospel  is  sufficiently  instructed,  from  law  and  religion, 
to  press  the  general  duty  of  obedience,  but  sucli  extra- 
ordinary cases  wherein  resistance  is  lawful,  wherein  it  be- 
comes an  indispensable  duty,  are  nowhere  laid  down.  The 
same  Apostle  who  enjoins  obedience  to  the  higher  powers 
and  non-resistance,  commands  also  servants  to  obey  their 
masters,  and  children  their  parents,  in  all  things ;  notwith- 
standing which  general  precepts,  many  cases  may  happen 
wherein  it  may  be  not  only  unfit  but  sinful  for  servants  to 
obey  their  masters,  or  children  their  parents.  And  yet  the 
Apostle  contents  himself  Avith  pressing  tlie  duty  of  subjec- 
tion in  general,  leaving  such  cases,  when  they  haj)})cn,  to 
justify  themselves.  The  cases  of  resistance  to  tlie  sui)renie 
])Ower  of  the  state  ai'c  nowhere  fit  to  be  considered  but  in 
piirliament,  and  tlic  Pavlianient  itself  liatli  never  yet  thouglit 
fit  otherwise  to  consider  them  than,  retrospecti\  ely,  to  sanc- 
tion what  had  of  necessity  l)ecn  done  contrary  to  the  general 
rule  ;  but  never  went  so  far  as  to  enunu'rate  the  cases  in 
wliicli,  for  the  future,  it  miglit  be  lawful  for  llio  subject  to 
resist,  '^flie  danger  of  prospectively  introducing  an  excep- 
tion is  well  illustrated  by  the  late  ^Ir.  Pvni,  in  his  speech  on 
llie  impeachment  of  Dr.  Mainwaring  :  'The  inhal)itants  of 
the    duchy    of    Normandy,    being    much    oj)})ressed    l)y    the 
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King's  officers,  petitioned  him  for  redress,  and  he  granted 
them  a  charter,  whereby  they  were,  for  the  future,  to  be  free 
from  all  subsidies  and  talliagcs  imposed  by  him  and  his  suc- 
cessors, unless  xolien  great  necessity  required, — which  small  ex- 
ception devoured  all  their  immunities.'  In  the  same  manner, 
all  allegiance  would  be  devoured  by  the  express  exception  of 
lawful  resistance.  Surely  none  can  show  themselves  truer 
friends  to  the  Revolution  than  those  who  prove  that  it  may 
stand  without  impeaching  the  doctrines  of  our  church,  or  any 
fundamental  law  of  the  kingdom.  Suppose  that  on  the  day 
in  question,  when  the  rubric  requires  the  reading  of  one  of 
the  homilies  on  the  duty  of  obedience,  or  a  sermon  to  the 
like  effect,  the  Doctor  had  chosen  to  praise  the  Revolution, 
and  to  inculcate  the  duty  of  resistance,  would  he  not  have 
been  told  by  his  ecclesiastical  superiors  that  he  ought  to  have 
imitated  the  example  of  the  Apostles  and  the  fathers  of  the 
church  ?  and  if  he  had  been  indicted  for  his  sermon,  niiglit 
not  the  Judges  have  said  to  the  jury,  '  It  is  easy  to  discern 
what  spirit  he  is  of,  Avhat  party  he  belongs  to,  and  what  he 
aims  at ;  he  has  not  been  preaching  in  defence  of  the  late 
Revolution  to  show  the  justice  of  it ;  he  was  covering  the 
treason  of  his  heart,  and,  under  pretence  of  praising  one  re- 
volution, a  friend  of  the  Pretender  was  labouring  to  bring 
about  another  ?'  "  * 

Just  as  Ilarcourt  concluded  this  address,  it  was  publicly 
announced  that  he  had  been  returned  to  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Cardigan.  The  Whigs  asserted  tliat  he  was  pri- 
vately in  possession  of  tlie  intelligence  while  he  was  inveigh- 
ing against  the  impeachment,  but  they  did  not  venture  to 
bring  forward  any  clinrgc  against  him  for  breach  of  privilege. 
When  he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons,  he  was 
loudly  cheered  by  the  Tories,  and  there  were  clear  indi- 
cations of  their  speedy  triumph. 

A  wit  in  1710  might  have  anticipated  Sheridan's  obscr\a- 
tlon  on  the  Whigs  inl80G  :  "  I  have  heard  of  men  knocking 
their  heads  against  a  brick  Mall,  but  now  we  see  men  Iniild- 


*   15  St.  Tr.  lyG—iillJ. 
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injTj  up  a  brick  wall  to  knock  their  heads  against."  *    One  of     CHAP. 
.                 >    .                              .                                                                      CXVIII. 
the    earliest    official    changes    in    consequence    of    the    cry    '_ 

of  the  Church  being  in  clanger,  was  the  removal  of  Sir  a.d.  nio. 
James  Montague,  who  had  opened  the  case  against  Sa-  gept.  is. 
cheverell,  from  the  office  of  Attorney  General,  and  the 
appointment  of  the  leading  counsel  for  Sacheverell  to  suc- 
ceed him.f  For  prudential  reasons  he  was  desirous  to  have 
continued  some  time  longer  a  law  officer  of  the  crown,  in 
which  situation  he  might  accumulate  more  money  for  his 
family,  and  in  case  of  any  political  reverse  he  had  his  pro- 
fession to  fall  back  upon.:}:  This  was  the  reason  for  the 
pressing  solicitations  that  Lord  Cowper  would  retain  the 
Great  Seal.  But  as  this  high-minded  man  was  inexorable, 
and  actually  forced  it  into  the  hands  of  Queen  Anne,  Ilarcourt 
had  no  choice  ;  for  the  Tories  had  no  other  great  lawvcr  in 
Avhom  they  could  confide,  and  he  himself  would  not  have 
liked  to  have  seen  put  over  his  head  a  member  of  his  own 
party  whom  it  might  have  been  difficult  to  remove.  He 
therefore  agreed  with  Ilarley  and  St.  John  to  hold  the  Great 
Seal  under  them  ;  but,  to  give  time  for  the  necessary  pre- 
parations for  the  change,  it  was  for  a  short  time  put  into 
commission,   the   Commissioners  being   Lord   Chief  Justice 

*  Ilarcourt  himself  ascribed  the  cliaiigc  in  the  government  entirely  to  this 
])roseciition.  Swii't,  in  his '•  Journal  to  Stella,"  24tli  April,  1711,  speaking  of 
Sacheverell,  says  —  "  lie  hates  the  new  ministry  mortally,  and  they  hate  him, 
and  pretend  to  despise  him  too.  They  will  not  allow  him  to  liave  been  the 
occasion  of  the  late  change,  —  at  least  some  of  them  will  not,  —  bvt  mij  Lord 
Keeper  oicncd  it  to  me  the  other  day.^' 

■j-  Swift's  "Journal  to  Stella"  at  this  time  is  curious  as  to  the  reports  about 
Ilarcourt.  —  Sejit.  14.  "We  hear  the  Chancellor  is  to  be  suddenly  out,  ami 
Sir  Simon  Ilarcourt  to  succeed  him." 

\')th.  "  We  hear  Sir  Simon  Ilaveoiu't  is  made  Lord  Keejjcr  ;  so  that  now  we 
expect  every  moment  that  the  parliament  will  be  dissolved." 

\ltli.  '■  .Sir  Simon  Ilarcourt  is  made  Attorney  Cieueral,  ami  not  Lord 
Kee])er." 

j  ••  riie  eu'.tody  of  the  Great  .Seal,  as  I>ord  Keejier.  was  priv.itely  ()iren.d  to 
.Sir  .Simon  Ilarcourt;  who,  besides  his  eminent  adherence  to  the  Clninli  |\uty, 
on  manv  other  occasions  liad  exerted  his  ])arts,  in  a  \ery  distinguisliing  manner, 
in  the  (lefenee  of  Dr.  Sieheverell.  But  he  declined  th.it  trust  for  tiie  i)risent, 
and  in  the  mean  time  contented  himself  with  the  place  of  AttoruL-y  (ieneral, 
which  he  formerly  discharged  with  great  rejjutation.  lie  appeared  the  (irst 
time  in  that  ipiality  at  the  Council  held  on  llie  'Jlst  of  .Septend)er.  at  wiiich 
time  the  Earl  of  Rochester,  the  Duke  of  Ihukiiigham.  .ind  .Mr  St.  John  wire 
sworn  of  that  most  honourable  assemblv  "' — /)',),/- r'.s  /'"/</.    Shit,,  vol.  i,   |)    T. 
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CHAP.  Trevor,   Mi*.  Justice   Tracy,  and  Mr.  Baron   Scrope.*     It 

'_  was  now  vacation  time,  and  the  Lords  Commissioners  never 

Great  Seal  ^^*  ^^  court,  for  in  three  weeks  the   Great   Seal  was  de- 
delivered  to  rnanded  from  them,  and  it  was  delivered  to  Sir  Simon  Har- 

Harcourt. 

court. 


A.D.  1710. 


*  "  Anno  8'°  Anne  Reginae,  26tli  Sept.  1710. 

"  Sir  Thomas  Trevor,  Lord  Cliief  Justice  of  her  Majesty's  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  Robert  Tracy,  Esq.,  one  of  the  said  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  John 
Scroop,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Barons  of  her  Majesty's  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Scot- 
land, did  each  of  them  receive  between  the  hours  of  one  and  two  on  the  26'th 
day  of  Sej)'.  in  the  year  aforesaid,  from  her  iNIajesty's  royal  hands,  at  Kensing- 
ton, a  Commission  then  and  there  sealed  by  her  IMajesty,  constituting  them 
Commissioners  for  the  custody  of  the  Grt.  Seat  of  Grt.  Britain,  the  same  Seal 
being  the  day  before  resigned  to  her  Majesty  by  W"\  Ld.  Cowper,  Ld.  Chan- 
cellor, after  wliich  the  said  Ld.  Chief  Justice  Trevor,  Mr.  Justice  Tracy,  and 
Mr.  Baron  Scroop  took  tlie  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy,  and  the  oath 
usually  administered  to  the  Ld.  Chancellor  or  Ld.  Keeper,  kneeling,  the  Bible 
being  held  to  them,  as  also  the  oaths  read  to  them,  by  the  Deputy  Clerk  of  the 
Crown,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John,  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  her 
Majesty's  Att.  General,  the  Clerk  of  the  Ilanaper.  And  then  her  Majesty 
delivered  the  Grt.  Seal  to  the  said  Ld.  Chief  Justice  Trevor,  Mr.  Justice 
Tracy,  and  Mr.  Baron  Scroop,  who,  having  had  the  honour  to  kiss  her  Majesty's 
hand,  departed  (the  Ld.  Chief  Justice  carrying  the  purse),  and  returned  to 
S.'rjeant's  Inn  in  Fleet." — Crown  Off.  Min.  Boll,  1701 — 1714. 


LIFE    OF    LORD   HARCOURT.  455 


CHAPTER  CXIX. 

CONTINUATION    OF  THE    LIFE  OF  LORD  HARCOURT    TILL    THE    DEATH 
OF    QUEEN    ANNE. 

The  ceremony  of  transferring  the  Great  Seal  took  place  at     CHAP. 
Hampton  Court.*      We   have   no   account   of  the   speeches      ^'^I^- 


made  on  the  occasion,  but  we  need  not   doubt  the  Queen   q^^  jg 
expressed  her  high  satisfaction  at  having,  for  the  Keeper  of  i7io. 
her  conscience,  a  champion  who  had  been  so  instrumental  in  jation  as 
procuring  for  the  Church  its  present  triumph,  and  that  he  ^°^'^ 

,  1  -1  M      1  •       1  1  Keeper. 

dexterously  contrived  to  reconcile  his  devoted  attachment  to 
her  throne  with  his  belief  in  the  indefeasible  rights  of  royalty. 
He  was  at  the  same  time  sworn  a  member  of  the  Privy 
Council.  On  the  first  day  of  the  ensuing  Term,  he  Avas 
duly  installed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  after  a  procession  to 
Westminster  Hall,  in  which  the  Tory  Peers  mustered  in 
great  strength,  as  well  as  the  heads  of  the  law.  These 
venerable  sages,  with  few  exceptions,  being  strongly  inclined 
to  Tory  principles,  could  not  conceal  their  exultation  to 
see  at  the  head  of  the  profession  one  of  whom  they  were 
justly  proud  for  his  learning,  for  his  abilities,  and  for  his 
honourable  career. f 

He  was  now  almost  overpowered  by  letters  and  addresses   Present  and 

c  J.    1    .•  •  1     •  1    1  •       -11       i.   •  congratula- 

oi  congratulation  in  prose  and   in  verse,  and   ins  illustrious  tion  to  him 
client,  Dr.  Sacheverell,  i)rcscnted  to  him  a  mao-nificcnt  piece  '"•"'"  Sache- 

*  London  Gazette,  —  "Hampton  Court,  October  1  9.  1710.  Her  ^Majesty 
was  pleased  to  deliver  the  Great  Seal  to  Sir  Simon  Harcoiirt,  Km.,  who  was 
thoreiii)on  sworn  one  of  Her  INIajesty's  most  Honourable  Privy  Council,  and 
Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  of  (jreat  Britain  ;  and  lie  accord inijly  took  his 
l)lace  at  the  board." 

f  "  li)th  October,  1710.  —  The  I^ords  Commissioners  for  the  custody  of  the 
Grt.  Seal  of  Grt.  Hritain  havinji;  delivered  the  Great  Se.il  to  the  (iuceii  on 
Wednesday,  the  18th  of  October,  1708,  her  Ma'^  was  phased  to  deliver  the 
same  to  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  Knt.,  her  Att.  Gen.,  on  the  day  fillowinj;  at 
Hampton  Court,  with  the  title  of  Ld.  Keeper  of  the  (irt.  Seal  of  C.  I!.,  who 
on  iSIonday  the  'iS"'  day  of  the  same  October,  hein^^  the  1"  time  of  liis  >.lttini;- 
in  Westm.  Hall,  was  accomiianied  to  the  Ciiancery  Court  l)y  the  I. ail  ot  I{o- 
chester,  Ld.  President  of  the  Councill,  the  Duke  of  Ormonde,  l.d.  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  the  l^arls  of  Scarsdale,  x\.n«rlfsey,  ami  Overy,  the  L>u(l  Hyde,  and 
several  other  persons,  and  in  their  jiiesence  diil  then  and  there  take  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  ,ind  sniuemacy,  and  the  oath  of  Ld.  Keeper  of  the  (irt.  Sial  of  (it. 
Britain,  the  Ma"'  of  the  Rolls  holdinij;  the  book,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
reading  the  oaths;  after  which  the  Lords  departed,  and  left  the  Lord  Keeper  in 
the  said  Court." — Cr.  (Ji)'.    Mhi.    Il>!l.   ITOI       1711. 

r.  r:     1 
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CHAP. 
CXIX. 


Lord  Har- 
court  as  an 
Equity 
JucIm. 


of  plate,  in  the  form  of  an  altar,  for  washing  after  dinner  — 
bearing  the  following  inscription  : 

"  VIKO    HONORATISSIMO, 

IINIVERSI   JURIS    OKACULO, 

ECCLF.SI^E    ET    REGNI    PRiESlDIO    ET    ORNAMENTO, 

.  SIMONI   HAIICOURT,  Equiti  Aurato, 

MAGN^E    BRlTANNIvE    SIGILI-I    MAGNI    CUSTODI, 
ET    SERENlSSIM^i;    REGINjE    E    SECRETIORIBUS    CONSILIIS, 

OB  causam  meam  coram  supremo  senatu, 

IN    AULA    WESTMOKASTERIENSI 

nervosa    cum    FACUNDIA    ET    SUBACTA    LEGUM    SCIENTIA 

BENIGNE  ET  constanter  defensam  ; 

OB    PRISCAM    ECCLESIiE    DOCTRINAM, 

INVIOLANDAM    LEGUM    Vlir, 

PIAM    SUBDITORUM    FIDEM, 

ET    SACROSANCTA    MAJESTATIS    JURA 

CONTRA     NEFARIOS    PERDUELLIUM    IMPETUS 

FELICITER    VIKDICATA  ; 

VOTIVUM    HOC     MUNUSCULUM 

PERPETU^    GRATITUUINIS    PIGXUS, 

n.     D.     I). 

DEVINCTISSIMUS    CLIENS 

HENRICUS    SACHEVEREL,    S.  T.  P. 

ANNO    SALUTIS    5IDCCX."* 

Lord  Harcourt's  administration  of  justice  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  seems  to  have  given  contentment  to  the  public, 
although  lawyers  sometimes  sneered  at  him,  and  he  did  not 
leave  behind  him  the  reputation  of  a  profound  Equity  Judge. 
Swift,  become  the  trumpeter  of  the  new  ministers,  in  his 
celebrated  parallel  between  them  and  their  predecessors, 
ventures  to  set  him  above  Lord  Somcrs  and  Lord  Cowpcr : 
'•'  ^l\a.s  any  man  more  eminent  in  his  profession  than  the 
present  Lord  Keeper,  or  more  distinguished  by  his  elo- 
quence and  great  abilities  in  the  House  of  Commons  ?  and 
will  not  his  enemies  allow  him  to  be  fully  equal  to  the  great 
stiition  he  now  adorns  ?  "  Then  ironically  acquitting  him  of 
the  chai'gcs  of  inunoralit}',  which  he  wishes  to  fasten  on  tlie 
Whig  Chancellors,  he  says,  "after  all,  to  speak  my  private 
opinion,  I  cannot  think  these  such  mighty  objections  to  his 
character  as  some  would  pretend  *'  f  The  Whig  writers,  to 
their  credit,  not  having  retaliated  by  the  invention  of  calumny, 
Ilarcourt  is  allowed  to  have  l)cen  untainted  l)y  corruption  or 
any  other  vice.  lie  was  not  only  free  from  tlie  imputation 
of  takinn;    monev   from    suitors,    which    after  Lord  Bacon's 


*   Sloane  MS.  Brit.  Miis.  429i 


f   Examiner,  No.  27. 
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impeachment  was  almost  unknown,  but  he  was  not  liable  CHAP, 
to  be  accused  of  trafficking  in  the  sale  of  offices  in  his  o-ift,  CXIX. 
which  could  be  said  of  very  few  Chancellors  till  after  the 
impeachment  of  Lord  Macclesfield.  Although  he  issued  no 
general  orders  to  improve  the  practice  of  the  Court,  and 
proposed  no  bills  for  the  amendment  of  the  law,  the  cases 
which  came  before  him,  generally  speaking,  were  satisfac- 
torily disposed  of.  He  had  been  when  at  the  bar  the  most 
eminent  counsel  in  the  Court  of  Chancery*,  and  his  expe- 
rience, combined  with  his  reading  and  his  admirable  manner, 
enabled  him  to  occupy  his  new  seat  with  ease  and  dignity. 

The  chief  herald  of  his  judicial  fame  is  Peeke  Williams, 
from  whose  Reports  a  few  interesting  cases  decided  by  him 
may  be  selected.  In  England,  our  modified  system  of  "sub- 
stitutions "  or  "  entails,"  rests  mainly  on  the  a2:)pointment  of 
"  trustees  to  preserve  contingent  remainders,"  whereby  a 
father  may  have  only  an  interest  for  life  in  land,  although 
thei'C  be  no  one  in  esse  in  whom  any  ulterior  beneficial  in- 
terest is  vested,  • —  and  the  land  cannot  be  alienated  till  a  son 
has  been  born,  and  has  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one.  An 
attempt  was  made  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne  to  break  through  this,  by  inducing  the  trustees  to 
join  with  the  father  in  conveying  before  the  birth  of  a  son  : 
but  the  attempt  was  crushed  by  Lord  Keeper  Harcourt,  who 
held  that  such  a  conveyance,  though  it  would  carry  the  legal 
estate,  was  a  breach  of  trust,  saying,  "  it  is  so  very  plain  and 
reasonable,  that  if  there  be  no  precedent  I  will  make  one."  f 
— lie  first  established  the  important  doctrine,  that  if  money  is 
directed  either  by  deed  or  will,  to  be  laid  out  in  land,  the 
money  shall  be  taken  to  be  land,  even  as  to  collateral  heirs.  |. 

*  Tiie  varily  of  eciuity  reports  prevents  me  from  jirovin;^  thi';  assertion  by  a 
reference  to  "the  hooks;"  Ijut  I  liave  for  it  what  may  he  called  "c\iilciu-e  of 
reputation."  J.  I'liilips's  I'oeni  on  Cyder,  adih'essed  in  JTOii  to  the  younL:;cr 
llareoiirt  then  abroad,  contains  this  invocation  : 

"  Return,  and  let  thy  father's  worth  excite 
Thirst  of  jire-eniinence  ;    see  how  the  cause 
Of  widows  and  of  orjihans  he  asserts 
^\'ith  winning;  rhetoric " 

f    /"•//(■  V.    r,'(.)T.  1    Peere  Williams.  l'_'S.,  afterwards  aflirnied  by  the  House  of 
Lords,"  1   l!r.    1'.  C  S.!;).  ;   and  see  M.n.sd  v.  Mu,is,l,  '2  V.  W .  (>:^. 
\    l.iinjinw    Sou-i-.'i/,   1    1'.  W.    I  T'J. 
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CHAP.     He   held,  that  where  by  a  family  settlement  a  provision 

'      is  made  for  younger  children,  the  eldest  child  of  the  marriage, 

being  a  daughter,  shall  be  deemed  a  younger  child  in  equity, 
if  there  be  a  son,  or  the  estate  by  the  settlement  goes  to 
a  remainder  man.  *  On  an  application  for  a  writ  of  '*  ne 
exeat  regno,"  the  question  arose  whether,  since  the  Union, 
Scotland  Avas  for  this  purpose  to  be  considered  in  or  out  of 
the  kingdom.  Lord  C.  Harcourt. — "  Scotland,  being  out  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  Court,  and  consequently  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  process  thereof,  the  defendant's  going  into  Scot- 
land is  equally  mischievous  to  the  suitor  here,  as  if  he  "svent 
actually  beyond  the  seas."  f  The  writ  was  awarded  —  with 
an  intimation  that  it  should  be  worded  "  not  to  go  out  of  the 
realm,  or  to  Scotland.''^  \  On  points  of  practice,  he  very  openly 
acknowledged  the  superior  knowledge  of  Sir  John  Trevor, 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  —  as  in  the  instance  where  he  altered 
his  ruling  upon  the  opinion  of  that  Judge,  respecting  the 
regularity  of  process  issued  against  a  wife  during  her  hus- 
band's absence  abroad.  § 

I  am  afraid  that  he  was  seduced  by  the  excitement  of  po- 
litics, and  by  the  agremens  of  the  "  Brothers,"  the  "  Octo- 
ber," and  other  clubs,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  from  paying 
devoted  attention-  to  the  business  of  his  Court,  and  that  I  can 
hold  him  up  for  imitation  as  a  Judge  only  for  impartiality  and 
integrity. 

AVe  must  now  view  him  in  the  Senate,  wheixi  he  appears 
to  greater  advantage.  At  the  general  election,  shortly  be- 
fore his  promotion,  he  had  been  returned  to  the  House  of 
Commons  for  his  old  borough  of  Abingdon,  and  he  would 

*   Beah  v.  Beale,  1  P.  W.  244. 

f   Done's  Case,  1   P.  W.  2G3. 

i  Harcourt  seems  to  have  given  mortal  offence  to  Vernon,  the  reporter,  wlio 
practised  as  a  counsel  regularly  before  him,  but  spitefully  suppresses  his  best  de- 
cisions, and  gives  doubtful  ones.  See  2  Vernon,  664 — 688.  I  suspect  that  tiie 
reporter  may  have  been  a  Whig,  and  copied  the  Tory  blacksmith,  who  in  shoeing 
the  horse  of  a  Whig  always  lamed  him.  When  I  was  a  nisi  prius  reporter  1 
had  a  drawer  marked  "  Bad  Law,"  into  wliich  I  threw  all  the  cases  whicli 
seemed  to  me  improperly  ruled.  I  was  flattered  to  hear  Sir  James  Mansfield 
C.  J.  say,  "  Whoever  reads  Campbell's  re])orts  must  be  astonished  to  find  how 
uniformly  Lord  Ellenborough's  decisions  were  right."  ]My  rejected  cases  which 
I  had  kept  as  a  curiosity  —  not  maliciously  —  were  all  burnt  in  the  great  fire  in 
the  Temple  when  I  was  Attorney  General. 

§    Ante,  p.  59. 
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no  longer  have  been   in  danger  of  being  ousted  by  a  Whig     CHAP. 
majority  ;  but  he  received  the  Great  Seal  before  parliament     ^^^^• 
met,  and  although  it  seems  to  have  been  formerly  thought  Harcourt 
that  a  Lord  Keeper  might  sit  in  the  House  of  Commons,   Speaker  of 
although  a  Lord  Chancellor  could  not,  the  Great  Seal,  with  of  Lords/^ 
whatever  title,  was  clearly  a  disqualification  to  act  as  a  repre- 
sentative  of  the   people,  after  the  statute  giving  the   same 
rights  and  privileges  to  the  holder  of  the  Great  Seal,  under 
either  appellation.  *      It  seems  most  unaccountable  that  a 
whole  year  was  allowed  to  elapse  before  he  was  raised  to  the 
peerage,  as  the  ministry  was  very  weak  in  the  upper  House, 
both  in  numbers  and  debating  power,  —  and,  without  a  single 
law  Lord  to  support  it,  was  daily  assailed  by  the  Ex-chan- 
cellors Somers  and  Cowper.     There  never  hitherto  had  been 
an  instance  of  a  gentleman  being  taken  fi'om  the  bar  to  hold 
the  Great  Seal  being  immediately  made  a  Peer ;  but  Harley 
and  St.  John   were  not  very  scrupulous  about  precedent  in 
their  peerage  promotions;  —  insomuch  that,  having  afterwards 
made  Harcourt  a  Baron  by  himself,  —  when  they  at  last  came 
to  their  famous  batch  of  a  dozen,  they  included  in  it  Trevor, 
the  Tory  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  that  the  law 
I^ords  might  be  equally  balanced. 

Wliatever   might   be   the  reason  for  the  delay,  during  the  n 
wliole  of  the  session,  Avhich  began  in  Nov.  1710,  Harcourt  had 
only  to  sit  as  Speaker.f  On  one  interesting  occasion,  however,  in  return- 
he  was  suddenly  called  upon  for  an   exercise  of  his  oratorical  J"^i  o'rd' 
powers.     After  long  and  angry   discussions  respecting  tlic   I'eter- 
conduct  of  the  war  in  Spain,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Earl  of 
Peterborough  Avas  carried,  and  as  he  was  ])rescnt,  and  was  to 


1710. 

His  address 


borout 


•    5  Kli/.  c.  18. 

f  Diirinj^  tliis  interval  he  is  said  to  liave  r^ot  into  a  scrape  at  Court  l)y  pre- 
sentini^  tliere  a  batch  of  Scotch  representative  peers  to  her  .Majesty.  'I'he  rule 
being,  that  a  peer  could  only  be  (ircsented  by  a  peer,  the  Karl  of  Rochester,  the 
(Queen's  uncle,  the  president  of  the  council,  pointed  out  the  enormity  of  which 
he  had  been  guilty;  but  Ex-chancellor  Lord  CYnvjier  good-natureiiiy  came  to 
liis  rescue,  and  insisted  that  tiiis  being  a  question  of  i)recedence.  and  the  Lord 
Keeper,  thougli  a  connnoncr,  having  ])recedence  of  all  ])eers,  there  liad  been  no 
breach  of  eti(|uette.  The  most  absurd  rule  of  this  sort  still  subsisting,  is  that 
upon  a  division  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  tellers  on  oi)posite  sides  must  be  of 
e(pial  rank.  A  |)roi)osal  that  a  baron  should  tell  against  a  duke  or  even  against 
a  \i-couiit,  would  be  received  with  horror  —  altliough  all  there  are  supposed  to 
be  })itri:s. 
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CHAP,     set  off  next  morning  on  foreign  service,  the  Lord  Keeper  was 
ordered  to  return  him  the  thanks  of  the  House  forthwith. 

Lord  Keeper  Har court.  —  "  My  Lord  Peterborough,  I  am 
commanded  by  my  Lords  to  return  their  thanks  to  your 
Lordship  for  your  many  eminent  and  faithful  services  to  your 
Queen  and  country  during  your  command  in  Spain.  My 
Lord,  the  thanks  of  this  iUustrious  assembly  is  an  honour 
which  has  been  rarely  paid  to  any  subject ;  but  never  after  a 
stricter  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  any  service,  upon  a  more 
mature  deliberation,  or  with  greater  justice,  than  at  this  time 
to  your  Lordship.  Such  is  your  Lordship's  known  genero- 
sity, and  truly  noble  temper,  that  I  assure  myself  the  present 
I  am  now  offering  to  your  Lordship  is  the  more. acceptable, 
as  it  comes  pui'c  and  unmixed,  and  is  unattended  with  any 
other  reward  w^iicli  your  Lordship  might  justly  think  would 
be  an  alloy  to  it.  *  My  Lord,  had  more  days  been  allowed 
me  than  I  have  had  minutes,  to  call  to  mind  the  wonderful 
and  amazing  success  which  perpetually  attended  your  Lord- 
ship in  Spain,  (the  effect  of  your  Lordship's  personal  bravery 
and  conduct,)  I  would  not  attempt  to  enumerate  your  parti- 
cular services,  since  I  should  offend  your  Lordship  by  the 
mention  of  such  as  I  could  recollect,  and  give  a  just  occasion 
of  offence  to  this  House  by  my  involuntary  omission  of  the 
far  greater  part  of  them.  Had  your  Lordship's  wise  councils, 
particularly  your  advice  at  Valencia,  been  pursued  in  the 
following  campaign,  tlie  fatal  battle  of  Almanza,  and  our 
greatest  misfortunes  which  have  since  happened  in  Spain,  had 
been  prevented,  and  the  design  upon  Toulon  might  have 
happily  succeeded.  I  shall  detain  your  Lordship  no  longer, 
than,  in  obedience  to  the  order  I  have  received,  to  return  your 
Lordslilp,  as  I  do,  the  thanks  of  tlic  House,  for  your  eminent 
and  remarkable  services  to  your  Queen  and  country  during 
your  command  in  S})ain."  Althougli  the  Lord  Keeper  had 
ventured  to  touch  on  party  politics,  and  to  show  his  })arty 
propensities,  the  address  was  approved  of,  and  ordered  to  bo 
entered  in  the  .Tournals. 


*    Tliis  is  :i  sarcasm  upon  the  alleged  covot'nisncss  of  the  great  Wlii'r  i^eiiera 
wlio  was  loaded  '.vitli  riches  as  well  as  hoiioiMs. 
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A   few  montlis  afterwards,   Harley  having  acquired  im-     CHAP 
mense  popularity  from  the  attempt  of  the  Marquis  de  Guis- 


card  to  stab  him  before  the  Privy  Council,  and  having  been  j  ^^a  Har- 
created  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  Earl  Mortimer,   and  having  re-  court's  ad- 
ceived  the  staff  of  Lord  High  Treasurer,  —  when  he  was  to  jord  Trea- 
bc  sworn  into  his  new  office,  the  Lord  Keeper  thus  addressed  ^"'■'-'■'  ^^- 

ford. 

him :  — "  My  Lord  Oxford,  the  Queen,  who  does  every 
tiling  with  the  greatest  wisdom,  has  given  a  proof  of  it 
in  the  honours  she  has  lately  conferred  upon  you,  which 
are  exactly  suited  to  your  deserts  and  qualifications.  ]\Iy 
Lord,  the  title  which  you  now  bear  could  not  have  been 
so  justly  placed  on  any  other  of  her  Majesty's  subjects. 
Some  of  that  ancient  blood,  which  fills  your  veins,  is  de- 
rived from  the  Azores :  and  you  have  showed  yourself  as 
ready  to  sacrifice  it  for  the  safety  of  your  Prince,  and  the 
good  of  your  country,  and  as  fearless  of  danger  on  the  most 
trying  occasions,  as  ever  any  of  that  brave  and  loyal  house 
Avcre.  Nor  is  that  title  less  suited  to  you,  as  it  carries  in  it 
a  relation  to  one  of  the  chief  seats  of  learning ;  for  even  your 
enemies,  my  Lord  (if  any  such  there  still  are),  must  own 
that  the  love  of  letters,  and  the  encouragement  of  those  who 
excel  in  them,  is  one  distinguishing  part  of  your  character. 
j\Iy  Lord,  the  high  station  of  Lord  Treasurer  of  Great 
Britain,  to  which  her  Majesty  has  called  you,  is  the  just 
reward  of  your  eminent  services.  You  have  been  the  great 
instrument  of  restoring  public  credit,  and  relieving  tins 
nation  from  the  heavy  pressiu'c  and  ignominy  of  an  immense 
debt,  under  which  it  languished;  and  you  are  now  ciitrusted 
with  the  [)Ower  of  securing  us  from  a  rehipse  into  the  same 
ill  state  out  of  which  you  have  rescued  us.  This  great 
ofiice,  ;////  Lord,  is  every  way  worthy  of  you,  jiarticularly  on 
the  account  of  those  many  difficulties,  with  winch  the  i'aithl'ul 
(Useliarge  of  it  must  be  unavoidably  attended,  and  which 
require  a  genius  like  yours  to  master  tlunn.  The  (nily  dif- 
(icndty,  which  evi'U  }0U,  vu/  hard,  may  find  alnmsl  in.-npera- 
])le,  is  how  to  deserve  better  of  the  Crown  and  kingdom, 
after  this  :idvancement,  than  you  did  before  it."'  This  custom 
ol'  mlnislers  of  state  extravai-anl  iv  [(rai.-ing  cai^h  otht'r,  has 
surclv  been   well    laid   aside:   and   no    oni'    would    ihiidv    the 
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CHAP,     better  of  Sir  Robert  Peel   or   his   policy  for  a  panegyric 
■      pronounced  upon  them  by  Lord  Chancellor  Lyndhurst. 


tent. 


He  is  made  Lord  Keeper  Harcoui-t's  next  subject  of  eulogy  was,  accord- 
a  Peer.  ing  to  the  custom  of  the  age,  —  himself.  He  was  soon  after 
1711.  raised  to  the  peerage,  by  the  title   of  Baron  Harcourt  of 

Stanton-Harcourt,  in  the  county  of  Oxford,  and  the  pre- 
amble of  his  patent  celebrated  the  splendour  of  his  Norman 
ancestors,  commemorated  the  Harcourts  who  had  particularly 
distinguished  themselves  under  Edward  IV.  and  Charles  I., 
averred  that  there  never  had  been  one  of  that  race  who  had 
not  been  eminent  for  his  love  to  his  country  and  loyalty  to 
Preamble  his  Priucc,  and  thus  spoke  of  Sir  Simon :  "  Descended 
to  Ins  pa-  fYQy^  g^^jjj  noblc  auccstors,  he  suffered  indeed  in  his  paternal 
inheritance,  which  was  diminished  Ijv  the  fury  of  the  civil 
wars,  but  their  glory  acquired  by  military  virtue  descended 
upon  him  unimpaired ;  and  this  he,  having  assumed  the 
gown,  increased  by  the  force  of  his  genius  and  his  eloquence ; 
so  various  are  his  powers,  that  many  doubt  whether  he  most 
excels  in  pleading  causes  at  the  bar,  or  in  debating  the  affairs 
of  the  nation  in  the  senate,  but  all  agree  that  he  is  the  most 
eloquent  of  lawyers,  and  the  most  learned  of  orators."  After 
praising  his  private  virtues  in  the  same  strain,  the  Queen  is 
made  to  say,  "  Him  whom,  endowed  with  such  higli 
qualities,  all  clients  have  wished  to  defend  their  causes, — not 
without  reason  we  preferred  to  be  our  Attorney  General, 
and  finding  other  employments  unsuitable  to  his  extraordinary 
capacity,  we  have  advanced  to  the  highest  pitch  of  forensic 
dignity,  and  made  him  our  supi'cme  Judge  of  Equity.  Still 
his  conduct  is  more  and  more  meritorious  in  proportion  to 
his  elevation."  Having  mentioned  his  despatch  and  his 
anxiety  to  furnish  cheap  as  well  as  speedy  justice  to  the 
suitors,  she  proceeds,  "  Such  services  being  grateful  to  us, 
lionoural^le  to  himself,  and  beneficial  to  the  state,  we  think 
deserving  of  higher  rewards ;  therefore,  that  our  most  able 
Judge  may  not  be  without  a  voice  in  our  supreme  Court, 
that  he  who  can  think  and  speak  so  well  should  not  be  silent 
in  an  assembly  of  the  eloquent,  we  grant  him  a  place  among 
the  Peers  of  our  realm,  that  he  may  add  sj)lendour  to  that 
order  I'rom   which  he  and  his  posterity  will  derive  so  inuelij 
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and  we  desire  that  he  take  his  title  from  that  place  which, 
for  six  hundred  years,  has  borne  the  name  and  been  the  pa- 
trimony of  the  family  of  Harcourt."  * 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Lord  Harcourt  now  took  a 
leading  part  in  the  debates  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Sup- 
ported by  Lord  Trevor  (made  a  Peer  as  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Common  Pleas,  while  Holt  Chief  Justice  of  the 
King's  Bench,  being  a  AV  hig,  had  died  a  Commoner),  he 
manfully  stood  up  to  Lord  Somers  and  Lord  Cowper,  and 
although  he  was  often  in  danger  of  being  beaten  in  the 
division,  he  did  not  quietly  allow  his  party  to  be  vilified,  —  not 


CHAP. 
CXIX. 


No  reports 
of  his 
speeches. 


*  Jus  Regiiim  nobis  a  Deo  commissum  nulla  in  re  lubentius  exercemus,  quam 
cum  debita  Virtuti  elargiamur  Pra;mia,  Virosq.  turn  suis,  turn  majorum  suorum 
meritis  insignes,  omni,  quo  par  est,  honoris  genere  augeamus.  Hos  inter  elucet 
PrEBciilectus  et  perquam  Fidelis  Conciliarius  iioster,  Simon  Harcourt,  Miles, 
Magni  Sigilli  nostri  Custos.  Loiiga  ilium  decorat  Proavoruin  Series  a  Nor- 
mannicis  usq.  tem])oribus  et  peramplis  Fortunis,  et  omni  Laude  Bellica  floren- 
tium,  quorum  unus,  ob  rem  strenue  sub  Edwardi  Quarti  vexillis  gestam, 
periscelide  Equestri  donatus  est ;  alter,  contra  Perduelles  Hibernicos  pro  Ca- 
rolo  Regum  optimo  fortiter  dimicans,  Anglorum  primus  occubuit  :  Nee  in  ea 
Gente  quisquam  repertus  est,  cujus  non  csset  spectata  semper  erga  Patriam 
Charitas,  erga  Principem  Fides  :  His  ille  ortus  Majoribus,  Rei  quidem  Fami- 
liaris  hasreditatem  Furore  (Jivili  immiiuitam,  Gloria3  integram  accepit :  Quam 
Virtute  Militari  partam,  Iiigenii  sui,  et  Elo(]uentia;  vi  auxit  togatus.  Ita  enim 
variam,  illi  nuiltiplicemque  esse  dicendi  facultatem  intelleximus,  ut,  an  trac- 
tandis  pro  Tribunali  causis,  an  habendis  ad  Senatum  Concioiiibus,  aptior  ac- 
cederet,  dubitent  multi,  uno  ore  omnes  fateantur,  eum  et  Jurisconsultorum 
disertissimum  esse,  et  Disertorum  jurisconsultissimuni.  Su;c  hue  oratoriac 
Laudi  domesticas  adjunxit  Virtutes,  IMagnanimitatem  et  Fidem  :  Quarum  Ro- 
boie  suttultus,  in  tuendo  quod  susceperat  officio,  contemncndisque  periculis, 
constanter  perseveravit :  et  Aniicitla-  jura,  sive  in  rebus  secundis,  sive  in  advcrsis, 
sanctc  cohiit.  Qiieni  itaque  tantis  aniiiii  dotii)us  instructum,  sibi  Clieiititim 
nemo  non  exoptavit  Patronum,  eum  nos  Negotiis  nostri'^,  Forumque  spectant. 
baud  temere  admovimus  Procuratorein  ;  ciun  ad  Attornati  nosti  i  niunus,  quod 
cum  dignitate,  quoad  licuit,  scmel  sustinuerat,  altera  vice  accersivimus  ;  eum 
tandem  cum  magno  illius  liigenio  minora  esse  ba'c  omnia  sentiremus,  in  ipso 
Forensium  Honorum  ajjice  coUocavimus,  ;cqui,  bonique  Gognitorem  et  Inter])re- 
tom  summum.  Pcrgit  de  nobis,  ac  de  bonis  omnibus  ])ra?clarius  adluic  mereri ; 
et  banc  ipsani  Provinciam,  ca'teris,  (|uas  gessit,  (juanto  s]dcndi(lior  est,  tanto 
impensius  ornare  :  Litium  midtitudinem  indies  niinuit,  Judiciorum  moras  re 
serat,  et,  ut  pctitorum  cui<iue  constet  (juam  niinimo  honest;c  coiiteiitionis  tLlix 
exitiis,  egregio  cavet.  (iiia'  ipiideni  cum  nobis  summopere  sint  grata,  ipsi 
honoriiica,  Reiijue  Pul)lic;r  salutaria,  l'r;piniis  uberioribus  remunoranda  cen- 
semus.  Ne  ita(|ue  in  amplissimorum  .[udicum  C'onsessu  suflVagii  ex])ers  sit 
Jiistitia?  A'index  integerriuuis,  ne  in  Elo(juentium  concilio  sit  elinguis,  sen- 
tiendi,  dicendi<|ue  Author  gravissimus,  I'rocerum  ordini  continuo  adscribatur, 
eidem<iue  si)lend<)ris  non  nihil  allerat,  a  qiu)  niultum  ct  ijise,  et  ipsius  posteri 
baurient.  Quje  auteni  Jfarrotirtiinio  Nomine  ac  Patrimonio  Sexcentos  jam 
annos  ampHus  inclarcscit  sedes,  eadeni,  titulo  efiani  cpK'Hi  nunc  impertimus, 
bonestctnr,  in  onme  /l-,vuni  (si  annuerit  Deus)  dniaturc. 

Sciatis,  iS;c. 
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CXIX. 


He  re- 
ceives the 
title  of 
Lord 
Chancellor. 


content  to  do  the  routine  business  of  his  office,  and  to  receive 
its  emoluments.  Yet  there  is  not  the  slightest  scrap  remaining 
of  any  of  his  speeches,  nor  is  his  name  even  mentioned  in  the 
"  Parliamentary  History "  during  the  rest  of  this  reign.  The 
two  chief  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  following  the  practice 
which  prevailed  till  the  premiership  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
had  come  from  the  House  of  Commons  to  the  House  of 
Lords ;  but  there,  in  the  last  years  of  Anne,  was  the  chief 
battle-field  of  the  opposite  factions,  and  on  the  Tory  side 
Harcourt  was  considered  the  third  man  in  debate  as  well  as 
in  counsel.  *  The  circumstance  of  his  not  being  noticed  by 
any  reporter  is  no  argument  against  his  celebrity  in  his  own 
time,  for  Bolingbroke,  allowed  to  be  easily  the  first  orator 
in  either  House  during  the  present  reign,  in  this  respect 
shared  his  fate. 

When  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  had  been  agreed  upon  between 
the  English  and  French  negotiators,  and  was  about  to  be 
formally  signed,  —  to  add  to  Harcourt's  dignity  and  weight  in 
defending  it,  he  had  the  title  of  Lord  Chancellor  conferred 
upon  him,  instead  of  that  of  Lord  Keeper,  f     A  long  con- 


*  About  this  time  in  England  the  House  of  Lords  seems  to  have  had  the 
same  superiority  in  knowledge,  talent,  and  moderation  over  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, which  in  America  the  Senate  now  has  over  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Our  House  of  Commons  gained  its  ascendency  in  tlie  reign  of  George  TI.  under 
Walpole,  who  was  the  first  prime  ininister  who  chose  to  remain  there. 

f   Anno,  1713.     12°  Reguia;  {7  Aprili). 

'Hie  Rt.  Ilonble.  Simon  1/  Harcourt,  Baron  of  Stanton  Harcourt,  L'' 
Keeper  of  the  Gt.  Seal  of  Gt.  Britain,  having  l)y  her  Majesty's  coniand  de- 
livered the  said  Seal  to  her  Ma*y  in  Council,  at  her  Palace  of  St.  James's,  on 
the  7th  of  April,  in  the  12th  y'^  of  her  reign,  her  IMa*>'  was  graciouslv  pleased 
immediately  to  redeliver  it  to  liim  with  the  title  of  L''  High  Chancellor  of  Gt. 
Britain,  whereupon  his  L(n-dship,  tlie  Sth  of  A])ril  aforesaid,  took  the  oaths  ap- 
pointed to  be  taken  instead  of  the  oatlis  of  allegiance  and  su]M-emacy,  and  the 
(jaths  of  Chancellor  in  ojjen  Court  at  his  liouse  in  Lincoln's  Lin  Fields,  the  Ma' 
of  the  Rolls  holding  the  Book,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  reading  the  oatlis. — 
Cr.  Off.  Min.,  1701  —  1714. 

"  Saint  James's,  April  7.  171.'^^. 

"This  day  the  Riglit  Hon.  Simon  Lord  Harcourt,  Baron  of  Stanton  Har- 
court, Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain,  having,  by  Her  ^Majesty's 
conuiiand,  delivered  to  Her  INIajesty  in  Council  the  (heat  Seal  of  (Jreat 
Britain,  Her  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  immediately  to  restore  it  to  hhii 
again,  with  the  title  of  I^ord  High  ("hancellor  of  Ch-eat  ISritain,  wliereupon  his 
Lordship  took  the  oaths  appointed  to  l)e  taken,  instead  of  tlie  oaths  of  alle- 
giance and  supremacy,  and  also  the  oath  of  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Cjreat 
Britain." —  London  Gazette. 

Swift's  "Journal  to  Stella,"  Ajiril  1 .  171:'.  —  "My  Lord  Keeper  Harcouit 
was  this  nifrht  made  Lord  Chancellor." 
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gratulatory  poem  was  on  this  occasion  addressed  to  him*,     CHAP. 

from  which  I  shall  make  a  few  extracts,  to  show  how  it  was 

then  thought  that  Chancellors  were  to  be  pleased:  — 

"  Th'  enraptur'd  Muse  to  a  glad  nation  sings  Poems  in 

P'irst  the  great  race  from  which  our  Harcourt  springs,  j,jg  praise. 

Noble  his  blood,  and  ancient  his  descent, 
E'er  since  to  Norman  yoke  Britannia  bent." 

Harley  and  he  are  then  represented  as  attacking  the 
poor  Whigs  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  utterly  destroying 
them :  — 

"  From  such  united  hearts,  and  hands,  and  tongues, 
Well  might  wc  hope  redress  of  all  our  wrongs. 
These,  these  are  they  who  stemni'd  th'  impetuous  tide 
Of  factious  boldness  and  rebellious  pride. 
Thus  when  two  Lions  from  the  forest  roar, 
And  shake  the  neighbouring  hills  and  distant  shore. 
Tigers  and  Wolves,  and  all  the  beasts  of  prey. 
Draw  in  their  dastard  tails  and  sneak  away. 
Thus  when  a  brace  of  Eagles,  towering  high. 
Purge  of  rapacious  fowls  the  darken'd  sky. 
The  stork,  the  vulture,  and  the  chattering  daw. 
Kites,  buzzards,  bitterns,  hawks,  and  rooks  withdraw." 

Next  comes  a  testimony  to  our  Chancellor's  judicial  ex- 
cellence :  — • 

"  Thou,  Harcourt,  o'er  our  laws  art  bid  preside, 
JNIost  learn'd  expounder,  most  imerriiig  guide, 
To  thee  the  poor,  to  thee  the  friendless  fly. 
To  thee  the  widow  and  the  orphan  cry, 
Each  suit  a  just  and  speedy  judgment  ends 
And  cheap  success  the  honest  cause  attends." 

Ills  Peeraire  is  thus  celebrated:  — 


*   It  is  a  folio  of  thirty-five  pages.      Tlie  title,  with  the  four  mottoes,  may  be 
amusing  : 

A 

POEM 

On  Occasion  of  the  Promotion  of  the  Right  Honourable 

THE  LORD  KEEPER  HARCOURT, 

TO    RE 

LORD  HIGH  CHANCELLOR  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

The  7th  of  April,  17l;5. 
"  Turn  pietate  gravem  ac  meritis  si  forte  virum  (|ueni 
('ons|)exere,  silent,  arrectis(]ue  auribiis  astaiit : 
I  lie  regit  dictis  animos,  et  pectora  mulcet.' — ^'llu■,. 

"  Et  (juid  facundia  posset 

Turn  patuit." — Ov. 
"  Ille  Dca'  donis,  et  tanto  l.Ttiis  honore." — \'iur.. 
"  Quid  facit  intcrea  <]iii  nil  nisi  pra'lia  noscit." — Ov. 
By  Mr.  II.  Ciusi-e. 
VOL,    IV.  IT    H 
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"  Tliy  title  great  without  exchange  of  name, 
Ilarcourt  could  only  answer  Harcourt's  fame  ; 
The  noblest  style  and  sweetest  could  be  found. 
All  hearts  retain  it  and  all  tongues  resound." 

Finally,  the  poet  anticipates  immortality  for  his  patron 
and  himself:  — 

"  Some  loftier  IMuse  shall  yet  in  deathless  lays 
Sing  first  our  Anna's,  next  our  Harcourt's  praise, 
Your  matchless  virtues  will  sure  credit  bring 
To  all  tlie  wonders  poets  e'er  can  sing. 
Their  names  with  yours,  as  prophet,  I  divine 
In  British  annals  shall  for  ever  shine ; 
Perhaps,  not  quite  forgot  this  humble  Muse  of  mine." 

The  Chancellor  might  have  reasonably  expected  long  to 
enjoy  his  new  dignity.  The  peace  being  approved  of  by 
both  Houses,  the  Government  seemed  firmly  established ; 
Tory  measures  were  sure  to  pass  the  Commons  by  acclamation, 
and  in  the  Upper  House  the  Whigs  found  themselves  in  a 
lessening  minority.  The  Queen  was  more  than  ever  adverse 
to  them  on  account  of  the  ingratitude  and  rudeness  of  the 
Duchess  of  Marlborough,  and,  as  her  Majesty  was  still  in 
middle  life,  their  prospects  appeared  most  di-eary.  But  from 
this  time  Harcouii,  found  only  discord  and  distraction  in  the 
Cabinet,  and  he  was  obliged  to  make  his  election  between  the 
two  great  chiefs  of  the  Tory  party,  who,  from  their  struggle 
for  superiority,  and  the  diiferent  views  which  they  took  re- 
specting the  succession  to  the  Crown,  soon  became  mortal 
enemies.  lie  had  hitlierto  been  on  equally  good  temis  with 
both,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  Swift*,  had  contrived,  not- 


Conncction 
between 
Harcourt 
and  Swift. 


*  Swift  first  made  Harcourt's  acquaintance  on  coming  to  England,  as  tlie 
change  of  government  was  taking  i)lace  in  the  autumn  oi"  1710. 

October  10.  "I  dined  witli  I\Ir.  Harley  to-day,  who  |>re.sente(l  me  to  tlie 
Attorney  General,  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  witli  much  compliment  on  all  sides."  — 
Journal  to  Stella, 

A  few  more  extracts  from  Swift,  with  reference  to  the  Lord  Keeper,  may 
prove  interesting  : 

"  It  was  Mr.  Harley's  custom,  every  Saturday,  that  four  or  five  of  his  most 
intimate  friends  among  tiiose  he  had  taken  in  upon  the  great  change  made  at 
Court  should  dine  at  his  house,  and  after  about  two  months  acquaintance,  I  had 
the  honour  always  to  be  one  of  the  number.  This  comjiany  at  first  consisted 
only  of  the  Lord  Keeper  Harcourt,  the  Karl  Rivers,  the  Earl  of  Peterborough, 
Mr.  Secretary  St.  John,  and  myself;  and  here,  after  dinner,  they  used  to  dis- 
course and  settle  matters  of  great  inq)ortanee." — Memoirs  relatimj  to  the  ('liamje 
in   (jutea  .In/ie's  Ministry. 

"  I  dined  with  Mr.  Harley  to-day.  Every  Saturday,  Lord  Kee])er,  Secretary 
St.  .lolm,  and  I,  dine  with  him,  and  sometimes  Lord  Rivers,  and  they  let  in 
none  else.      I  staved  with   IMr.  Harlev  till  nine,  when  we   had   much   diseour'^c 
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withstanding  occasional  differences,  to  keep  them  on  decently  CHAP. 
good  terms.  Being  one  of  the  club  of  sixteen,  composed  of  Ca- 
binet Ministers  and  leading  supporters  of  the  government,  who 
called  each  other  "  Brother,"  and  dined  weekly  at  each  other's 
houses,  he  selected  the  moIUa  tempora  fandi^  and  when 
Champagne  and  Tokay,  of  which  they  freely  partook,  had 
dissipated  for  a  season  the  animosities  of  rivalry,  he  tried  to 
impress  upon  them  the  importance  of  their  mutual  cordiality 
to  their  country,  to  their  party,  and  to  themselves.  *  He  was 
likewise  a  member  of  the  smaller  club  which  dined  every 
Saturday  with  the  Treasurer,  and  to  which  hardly  any  others 
but  St.  John  and  Swift  were  admitted,  and  there,  while  they 


together  after  the  rest  were  gone ;  and  I  gave  him  very  truly  my  opinion  when 
he  desired  it." — Journal  to  Stella,  3d  March,  1711. 

"  After  dinner  we  had  coarse  Doiley  napkins,  fringed  at  each  end,  upon  the 
tahle  to  drink  with.  My  Lord  Keeper  spread  one  of  tliem  between  liim  and 
Mr.  Prior  :  I  told  him  I  was  glad  to  see  there  was  such  a  fringeship  (friend- 
ship) between  Mr.  Prior  and  his  Lordship." —  Swift's  Journal  to  Stella,  p.  287. 

"  I  went  in  the  evening  to  see  i\Ir.  Ilarley ;  and,  upon  my  word,  I  was  in 
perfect  joy.  Mr.  Secretary  was  just  coming  out  of  the  door,  but  I  made  liim 
come  back  ;  and  there  was  the  old  Saturday  club,  Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Rivers, 
Mr.  Secretary,  Mr.  Ilarley,  and  I."—  lb.  219. 

"  I  am  sometimes  talked  into  friglits,  and  told  that  all  is  ruined ;  but  am  im- 
mediately cured  when  I  see  any  of  the  ministry.  INIy  comfort  is,  they  are 
|)ersons  of  great  abilities,  and  they  are  engaged  in  a  good  cause.  And  what  is 
one  very  good  circumstance,  as  I  told  three  of  them  (Ilarley,  St.  John,  and 
Ilarcourt)  tlie  other  day,  they  seem  heartily  to  love  one  another  in  spite  of  the 
scandal  of  inconstancy  which  Court  friendships  lie  under." — Swift's  Letter  to 
Lord  VetcrhoroiKjh,  Feb.  1711. 

July').  1711.  "I  dined  to-day  at  our  society,  and  we  are  adjourned  for  a 
month,  because  most  of  us  go  into  tlie  country.  We  dined  at  Lord  Keeper's 
witli  young  Ilarcourt,  and  Lord  Keeper  was  forced  to  sneak  off  and  dine  with 
Lord  Treasurer,  who  had  invited  the  Secretary  and  me  to  dine  with  him;  but 
we  scorned  to  leave  our  company,  as  George  Granville  did,  whom  we  have 
threatened  to  expel.  However,  in  the  evening,  I  went  to  Lord  Treasurer,  and, 
among  other  comjjany,  fonn<l  a  couple  of  Judges  with  him.  One  of  them, 
.fudge  Powell,  an  old  fellow  with  grey  hairs,  was  the  merriest  old  gentleman 
J  ever  saw  ;  spoke  pleasant  things,  and  laughed  and  chuckled  till  he  cried 
again." 

"  I  was  to  have  dined  to-day  with  I^ord  Keeper,  but  would  not,  because  that 
brute.  Sir  .John  Walter,  was  to  be  one  of  the  comjiany.  So  I  dined  witli  Lord 
Treasurer,  where  there  was  none  but  Lord  Bolingbroke." — Journ.  to  Stella, 
l;5th  Jan.  1713. 

Lord  Ilarcoiu't  showed  as  much  deference  as  Ilarley  and  St.  .John  to  Swift, 
and  used  to  say  of  him,  "  Dr.  Swift  is  not  only  our  favourite,  but  he  is  our 
governor."  Tlie  Dean  was,  in  fact,  a  leading  member  of  the  government.  He 
had  a  seat  in  the  cabinet,  without  office,  and  was  of  great  use  to  his  col- 
leagues, not  only  by  his  jjen,  but  by  his  advice.  If  the  Ifeverend  Sydney  Smith 
had  assisted  at  Ivul  (Jrey's  cabinet  dinner*;,  he  might  have  sui)])lied  them  not 
only  with  wit,  hut  with  wisdom. 

*  ^'oung  Ilarcourt.  tiie  Chancellor's  son,  was  the  secretary  to  this  club,  imder 
the  directions  of  his  father. 
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CHAP,     planned  the  peace  of  Europe,  he  pointed  out  the  necessity  of 

peace  in  the  cabinet.   Decency  was  so  well  preserved,  that  even 

Swift  for  a  time  was  not  aware  of  the  jealousies  which  had 
subsisted  from  the  very  formation  of  the  Tory  government. 
There  could  hardly  be,"  he  says,  "  a  firmer  friendship  in  ap- 
pearance than  what  I  observed  between  those  three  great  men, 
who  were  then  chiefly  trusted,  I  mean  the  Lords  Oxford,  Bo- 
lingbroke,  and  Harcourt.  I  remember,  in  the  infancy  of  their 
power,  being  at  the  table  of  the  first,  where  they  were  all 
met.  I  could  not  forbear  takinf?  notice  of  the  great  affection 
they  bore  to  each  other,  and  said,  '  I  would  venture  to  pro- 
phesy that  however  inconstant  our  Court  had  hitherto  been, 
their  ministry  would  certainly  last,  for  they  had  the  church, 
the  Crown,  and  the  people  entirely  on  their  side : '  then  it 
happened  that  the  public  good  and  their  private  interest  had 
the  same  bottom,  which  is  a  piece  of  good  fortune  that  does 
not  always  fall  to  the  share  of  men  in  power :  but  pi'incipally 
because  I  observed  they  heartily  loved  one  another,  and  I  did 
not  see  how  their  kindness  could  be  disturbed  by  compe- 
tition, since  each  of  them  seemed  contented  with  his  own 
district,  so  that  notwithstanding  the  old  maxim  which  pro- 
nounces Court  friendships  to  be  of  no  long  duration,  I  was 
confident  theirs  would  last  as  long  as  their  lives.  But  it 
seems  the  inventor  of  that  maxim  happened  to  be  a  little 
wiser  than  I,  who  lived  to  see  this  friendship  first  dege- 
nerate into  indifference  and  siisj^icion,  and  thence  corrupt 
into  the  greatest  animosity  and  hatred,  contrary  to  all  appear- 
ances, and  much  to  the  discredit  of  me  and  my  sagacity."* 

AYhile  imminent  peril  hung  over  the  administration  from 
the  risk  of  a  rupture  of  the  negotiations  for  peace,  and 
the  risk  of  the  treaty  being  condemned  by  parliament,  the 
difficulty  of  preventing  dissensions  in  the  cabinet  was  com- 
paratively small ;  but  now  the  party  seemed  secure  of  pc^wcr, 
and  the  question  arose,  Who  was  to  be  at  the  head  of  it  ? 
Bolingbroke,  greatly  excelling  his  rival  in  eloquence  and  in 
energy  of  character,  would  bear  no  superior,  while  Oxford, 
confident  from  his  higher  rank,  longer  experience,  and  better 

*    Inquiry  into  Behaviour  of  t/ic   Queen's  last  Ministnj. 
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moral  character,  was  for  centring  all  power  and  patronage  in     CHAP, 
his  own  hands,  —  wished  to  keep  Bolingbroke  under  subjec- 
tion as  if  still  only  Secretary  at  War,  —  and  treated  his  ^^  ^  17^4 
pretensions  as  presumptuous  and  preposterous.  * 

The  breach  between  them  was  hastened  by  the  declining:  Queen's 
health  of  the  Queen.  From  the  attacks  of  illness  to  which  health  "^ 
she  was  subject,  and  her  enfeebled  constitution,  those  who 
had  access  to  her  were  aware  that  her  life  was  very  pre- 
carious, and  could  not  be  long  protracted.  Who  was  to  rule 
in  her  stead  ?  Oxford,  although  accident  had  placed  him  at 
the  head  of  a  Tory  government,  had  Whiggish  propensities. 
While  he  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  he  had 
himself  brought  in  the  act  by  which  the  Crown  was  limited 
to  the  house  of  Hanover ;  and  although  he  had  carried  on 

*  Swift  now  writes  tliiis  to  Lord  Peterborough  :  "  Our  divisions  run  farther 
than,  perhaps,  your  Lordship's  intelligence  has  yet  informed  you  of;  that  is,  a 
triumvirate  of  our  friends  I  have  mentioned  to  you;  I  have  told  them  more 
than  once,  upon  occasion,  that  all  my  hopes  of  their  success  depended  on  their 
union  ;  that  I  saw  they  loved  one  another,  and  hoped  they  would  continue  it,  to 
remove  that  scandal  of  inconstancy  ascribed  to  court  friendships.  I  am  not  now 
so  secure."  May,  1711.  —  So  in  his  Journal  to  Stella,  he  says:  "I  do  not 
much  like  the  ])osture  of  things:  I  always  apprehended  that  any  falling  out 
would  ruin  them,  and  so  I  have  told  them  several  times."  2\sl  Aug.  171L  — 
But  he  most  completely  draws  aside  the  curtain  in  his  "  Inquiry  into  the  Queeti's 
last  Ministry."  "  There  could  hardly  be  a  firmer  friendship  in  appearance  than 
wliat  I  observed  between  those  three  great  men  who  were  then  chiefly  trusted  ; 
I  mean  the  Lords  Oxford,  liolingbroke,  and  Ilarcourt.  I  remember,  in  the  in- 
fancy of  their  power,  i)eing  at  the  table  of  tiie  first,  where  they  were  all  met,  [ 
could  not  forbear  taking  notice  of  the  great  affection  they  have  to  each  other. 
I  did  not  see  how  their  kindness  could  be  disturbed  by  competition,  since  each 
of  them  seemed  contented  with  liis  own  district;  so  that  notwithstanding  the 
old  maxim  which  pronounces  Court  friendships  to  be  of  no  long  duration,  I  was 
confident  theirs  would  last  as  long  as  their  lives.  But  it  seems  the  inventor  of 
this  maxim  was  a  good  deal  wiser  than  I,  who  lived  to  see  this  friendship  first 
degenerate  into  indifference  and  suspicion,  and  thence  corruj)t  into  the  greatest 
animosity  and  hatred,  contrary  to  all  appearances,  and  much  to  the  discredit  of 
me  and  my  sagacity." 

About  the  same  time,  Swift  composed  "  The  Faggot,"  apjilying  to  the  (juar- 
relling  ministers  the  fable  of  "  tlie  Old  Man  and  the  Bundle  of  Sticks,"  and 
deals  a  hard  blow  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  : 

"  Come,  courtiers,  every  man  his  stick, 

I^ord  Treasurer,  for  once  be  ((uick  ; 
And  that  they  may  the  closer  cling, 
Take  your  blue  ribbon  for  a  string. 
Come,  trimminr/  Ilarcourt,  bring  your  mace, 
And  squeeze  it  in,  or  quit  your  (ilace  ; 
Dispatch,  or  else  that  rascal  Northey  ' 
Will  undertake  to  do  it  for  thee." 


'   Northey  was  Attorney  General,  and   supposed   to  be  a  candidate  for   the 
Great  Seal. 
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CHAP,  correspondence  with  St.  Germaine's,  and  had  held  out  hopes 
ex IX.  ^Q  ^j^g  supporters  of  divine  right,  this  was  only  to  soothe  the 
Jacobite  party,  and  he  was  fully  resolved,  in  his  heart,  to 
stand  by  the  Protestant  succession.  He  trusted  that  his 
services  might  be  favourably  considered  by  the  new  family  ; 
and,  at  any  rate,  he  was  not  without  some  little  regard  for 
religion  and  liberty.  Bolingbroke,  utterly  unprincipled,  saw 
that  for  him  there  was  no  hope  on  the  accession  of  the 
Hanoverian  family,  as  they  would  either  entirely  throw  them- 
selves into  the  arms  of  the  Whigs,  to  whom  chiefly  they 
owed  their  summons  to  thg  throne,  or,  if  they  favoured  any 
Tory,  would  prefer  him  who  had  assisted  the  Whigs  in  bring- 
ing about  this  settlement.  He,  therefore,  devoted  himself  to 
the  cause  of  the  Pretender.  Though,  in  his  public  pro- 
fessions, he  was  furiously  High  Church,  in  private  he  was  a 
scoffer  at  all  religion.  He  cherished  the  hope  of  prevailing 
on  James  to  follow  the  example  of  his  ancestor,  Henry  IV. 
of  France,  and,  out  of  policy,  to  change  his  creed ;  but,  if 
this  could  not  be  accomplished,  he  would  not  have  scrupled 
to  try  to  make  the  nation  conform  to  the  faith  of  the  Sove- 
reign, and  he  would  have  set  them  the  example.  As  to  the 
constitution  he  was  indifferent,  for  he  intended  that  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  Crown  should  be  exercised  by  himself. 
Harcourt  Harcourt,  a  very  different  man,  engaged  in  the  same  enter- 

sides  with  pi-ige  from  very  different  motives.  It  is  impossible  to  denv  that 
broke  to  m  (4ueen  Anne  s  reign  there  might  have  been  conscientious, 
bring  in  disinterested,  ay,  and  enlightened,  Jacobites,  —  and  I  reckon 
Jamt-s.  this  eminent  lawyer  in  the  number.    Looking  to  the  conduct 

of  James  II.,  and  considering  wliat  might  be  expected  from  his 
bigoted  son,  I  myself,  for  the  sake  of  the  reformed  religion  and 
civil  liberty,  should  have  been  still  for  breaking  the  line  of  he- 
reditary succession,  and  placing  another  family  on  the  throne, 
notwithstanding  all  the  objections  to  Avhich  this  proceeding 
Reasoning    was  liable.     But  Harcourt  reasoned  very  differently.     He 
of  Jacobites  qucstioncd,  on  plausible  grounds,  the  power  of  parliament  to 
time.  change  the  succession  to  the  Crown,  —  urging  tliat  by  the 

fundamental  law  of  the  monarchy,  given  by  God  and 
assented  to  by  the  whole  body  of  the  people  before  jiar- 
liamcnts  existed,  this    succession    was    hereditary,  and  that 
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the  Lords  and  Commons  were  only  summoned  to  advise  the  chap. 
King  de  arduis  regni — to  carry  on  the  existing  constitution 
—  not  to  subvert  it,  —  which,  if  the  wild  notions  of  liberty  j^_  „  j^j^^ 
prevailing  in  modern  times  were  to  prevail,  could  only  be 
done  by  a  general  convention  of  the  whole  people,  or  by  some 
scheme  for  ascertaining  the  opinion  of  the  majority.  At  all 
events,  he  pronounced  the  resolution  of  the  two  Houses  to 
alter  the  succession,  without  the  consent  of  the  reifmincr 
monarch,  in  point  of  law,  a  nullity  ; — and  the  Revolution  was 
nothing  more.  If  the  misdeeds  of  James  would  justify  re- 
sistance to  his  authority,  and  setting  him  aside  for  his  life,  as 
if  he  were  deprived  of  reason,  —  his  innocent  son  might  ex- 
claim, ''  uhi  lapsus?  quid  feci  f^  On  grounds  of  expediency, 
as  well  as  right,  it  would  be  proper  to  adhere  to  the  ancient' 
line  of  our  kings.  The  true  heir  was  an  Englishman  born, 
and,  though  unfortunately  reared  in  a  foreign  land,  he  sjioke 
our  language,  and  had  been  bred  with  a  familiar  acquaint- 
ance with  our  literature,  our  laws,  and  our  habits,  —  ever 
lookino;  to  Eno;land  as  his  home,  and  havingf  nothinfT  to 
divert  his  affections  from  this  country  when  he  should  have 
been  placed  on  the  throne  of  his  ancestors.  He  would  be 
ready  to  consent  to  all  the  limitations  on  the  royal  authority 
which  had  been  recently  introduced  ;  and,  indeed,  more  had 
been  offered  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  rather  than  violate 
the  law  of  succession  by  the  Exclusion  Bill.  Religion  was 
a  difficulty,  but  there  was  great  reason  to  hope  for  the  con- 
formity of  the  true  heir  to  the  Church  of  England.  Having 
promised  securities  for  Protestantism,  why  should  not  he 
enjoy  liberty  of  conscience  as  well  as  his  subjects  ?  and  wliere 
was  the  justice  in  saying  that  he  had  forfeited  the  Crown  by 
adhering  to  the  faith  of  our  great  law-glvcr,  Edward  I.,  and 
of  the  heroes  of  Cresci,  Poicticrs,  and  Agincourt,  from 
whom  lie  was  descended  ?  Then  regard  was  to  be  had  to 
the  foreign  family  to  be  invited  to  rule  over  us.  The 
Princess  Sophia,  herself  an  amial)le  and  accomplished 
Princess,  was  now  in  lier  eightlctli  year,  and  her  son  George, 
the  reigning  Elector  of  Hanover,  had  nothing  l)ut  the  vulgar 
virtue  of  jiersonal  rourage  to  reeouunend  liiui.  Thougli  four- 
teou  years  liiul  elapsed  since  llu;  [)assing  of  what  was  called 
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CHAP,  the  "  Act  of  Settlement,"  under  which  he  was  to  claim  the 
Crown,  he  had  not  yet  paid  his  future  subjects  the  com- 
pliment of  learning  the  first  rudiments  of  their  language ; 
he  had  an  utter  contempt  for  all  literature  and  for  the  fine 
arts ;  having  shut  up  his  lawful  wife  in  a  castle  on  an  un- 
just suspicion  of  infidelity,  he  lived  with  mistresses,  who  were 
to  be  transferred  to  this  country  to  squander  our  money  and 
to  corrupt  our  morals ;  he  himself  was  deeply  involved  in 
petty  German  politics,  from  which  his  mind  never  could  be 
extricated  ;  to  add  a  few  acres  to  his  hereditary  dominions,  he 
would  be  ready  lavishly  to  waste  British  blood  and  treasure  ; 
utterly  ignorant  of  our  constitution  and  form  of  governing, 
he  would  be  a  mere  puppet  in  the  hands  of  others,  and  his 
'accession  would  be  a  usurpation  of  the  government  by  the 
odious  Whig  faction,  who  pretended  a  love  for  civil  and 
religious  liberty  that  they  might  reign  in  his  name.  English 
history  proved  that  the  true  heir  to  the  throne  had  always 
recovered  his  rights,  and  as  long  as  a  stranger  was  on  the 
throne  there  would  be  a  constant  succession  of  conspiracies 
and  rebellions,  incompatible  with  public  peace  or  public 
prosperity.  The  royal  line  of  James  II.  would  be  per- 
petuated by  his  two  grandsons,  and,  if  it  were  extinct,  there 
were  still  all  the  descendants  of  Henrietta,  daughter  of 
Charles  I.,  and  there  Avere  all  the  descendants  of  the  elder 
children  of  the  Queen  of  Bohemia,  descended  from  James  I., 
before  the  Princess  Sophia  of  Hanover,  or  her  descendants, 
could  have  the  slightest  colour  of  claim. 
Jacobite  Accordingly,  under  the  secret  sanction  of  Harcourt,  various 

pubiica-       treatises  were  now  T)ublishcd  in  Eiio-land  to  sui)port  the  im- 

tions.  ,      .  .        ^  °  ^  i 

prescriptible  claim  of  the  Stuarts  to  the  Crown,  and  the 
invalidity  of  the  Act  of  Settlement.  One  of  these  which  had 
been  composed,  it  was  believed,  from  materials  furnished  by 
him,  and  which  had  been  advertised  in  the  London  Gazette, 
advocated,  in  the  boldest  and  most  explicit  terms,  the  cause  of 
the  Pretender ;  and  when  tlic  indignation  of  the  Whigs,  and 
the  clamour  of  the  press,  had  compelled  the  commencement 
of  a  prosecution  against  the  publisher,  this  was  rendered 
abortive  by  the  interference  of  the  government  in  remitting 
the  sentence.* 
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There  Is  no  direct  evidence  to  show  how  far  the  Queen     chap. 

concurred  in  these  views.     She  Avould  not  listen  to  the  pro-  ^ ' 

posal  that  her  brother  should  come  to  England,  on  an  un-  Quggn'^  j^. 
derstanding  that  she  should  sit  upon  the  throne  during  her  ciination  in 
life,   and  that  he  should  succeed  her;  but  there  seems  no  her  brother, 
reason  to  doubt  that,  entertaining  the  greatest  abhorrence  of 
the  Hanoverian  familj,  she  would  have  been  pleased  with  any 
plans  to  ensure  his  succession  which  were  consistent  with 
the  continuance  of  her  own  rule.     In  answer  to  an  address 
from  the  Lords,  who  were  alarmed  by  the  aspect  of  affairs, 
and  prayed  that  she  would  Issue  a  proclamation  against  the   ^    jj  j2. 
Pretender, — by  Harcourt's  advice,  and  Avith  the  strong  ap-   1714. 
probation  of  Bollngbroke,  —  against  the  remonstrances  of 
Oxford  —  she  said,  "  I  do  not  at  this  time  see  any  occasion 
for  such  a  proclamation  :   Whenever  I  judge  it  to  be  neces- 
sary, I  shall  give  my  orders  for  having  one  issued."  f     She 
likewise  agreed  to  the  new  modelling  of  the  army  by  the 
dismissal  of  a  great  many  Whig  officers  —  a  measure  which 
she  was  perhaps  told  was  only  for  the  safety  of  the  church  — 
but  which  Bollngbroke  and  Ilarcourt  certainly  recommended 
for  the  purpose  of  defeating   the  Hanoverian    succession.  | 
They  made  another  attempt,  which  might  have  been  much  sincerity 
more  effectual  —  by  Imploring  the  Pretender  to  change,  or  and  impni- 
dissemble,  his   religion ;    but   James,  who   is  to   be    praised  i>reteiuier. 
at  least  for  his  sincerity,  wrote  an  answer  solemnly  declaring 
that  "  he  would  ncitlier  cliange  nor  dissemble  his  own  religion, 
but  that  he  would  sliow  indul"i;ence  to  the  religious  errors  of 
his  subjects;"  and  this  was  Injudiciously  made  public  by  some 
of  his  partlzans,  in  the  vain  hope  of  assisting  him  by  raising  his 
character  for  honesty. §     Put,  upon  the  whole,  things  looked 
so  favourably  for  the  Stuart  family,  and  sucli  confidence  was 

*    Letter  to  IJotliniar,  L'jtii  May,  1711  ;    Political  State,  vii.  488. 

f   7  Pari.  Hist.  I .'5  10. 

f    Macplierson's  Pap.  ii.  "ll'i.  ;   Coin.  Jour.  xvii.  29:?. 

§  At  tliis  time  Poliiigliroke  in  a  great  rage  cieclareil  to  Iberville,  tliat  "  if  tlie 
IClecIor  of  Hanover  ever  did  mount  tlie  tbrone  of  England,  it  would  be  entirely 
tliroiigli  the  fault  of  the  Pretender  in  refusing  to  do  what  was  (juite  indisjjens- 
able  to  gain  the  hearts  and  to  allay  the  appreliensions  of  the  nation  ;  "  and 
several  leading  Catholics  concurred  in  the  same  advice,  saying  that  "  the  delay 
of  ills  conformity  at  this  dangerous  crisis  of  the  (Queen's  health  they  thought 
could  onlv  arise  iVom  his  recjuiring  assurances  that  on  taking  tliat  stc])  he  would 
be  ackuo^vlt'dgcd  as  ht!r." — Lcltirs  nf  IhviiiHc  to   T'lrcy.  June  and  Julv,  1711. 
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CHAP,     reposed  by  their  party  in  the  Lord  Chancellor,  that  a  bill  was 


CXI X  .         • 

'_    filed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  by  Mary  of  Modena,  claiming 

A.D.  1711.  arrears  of  her  dowry  to  the  amount  of  650,000/.  An  abjec- 
tion being  made  that  she  styled  herself  "  Queen  Mother,"  he 
was  obliged  to  order  it  to  be  taken  off  the  file  —  but  having 
reformed  her  title  to  "  the  Most  illustrious  Princess  Maria, 
relict  of  James  II.  King  of  England,"  it  was  received,  and 
although  no  formal  decree  was  pronounced  upon  it,  a  sum  of 
50,000/.  was  remitted  to  France  for  her  use. 
"Writ  do-  'pjjg  friends  of  the  Protestant  succession  were  not  inactive, 

inaiulea  tor  r-  i  •    i       i       /-^i 

the  flee-  and  they  now  recommended  a  move  for  which  the  Chancellor 
orHanover  ^^^^  little  prepared.  In  the  year  1706,  a  patent  had  passed 
as  Duke  of  the  Great  Seal  creating  the  electoral  Prince  of  Hanover, 
Cambridge,  afterwards  George  II.,  an  English  Peer,  by  the  title  of 
"  Duke  of  Cambridge,"  but  no  writ  of  summons  had  ever 
been  issued  to  him,  and  there  was  no  apprehension  that  sucli 
a  thing  would  ever  be  proposed,  as  the  Whigs  themselves, 
when  in  office,  out  of  tenderness  to  the  feelings  of  the  Queen, 
had  resisted  the  application  that  a  member  of  the  electoral 
family  should  be  invited  to  reside  in  England.  But  having 
been  naturalized  by  act  of  parliament  —  dejure,  he  was  en- 
titled to  a  writ  as  much  as  any  other  peer,  and  it  was  thought 
that  his  presence  would  not  only  embarrass  the  ministers,  but 
in  case  of  a  demise  of  the  Crown  might  essentially  further  tlic 
accession  of  his  family.  On  the  10th  of  April  the  Whig 
Lords  held  a  consultation  at  Lord  Halifox's,  to  which  Baron 
Schutz,  envoy  from  Hanover,  was  admitted,  and  it  was  re- 
solved that,  without  any  address  to  tlie  Crown,  or  par- 
liamentary discussion,  and  without  any  previous  notice,  the 
writ  should  be  demanded  as  a  mere  matter  of  course  from  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  wliose  official  duty  it  was  to  have  issued  it 
luider  the  Great  Seal.  Accordingly  Baron  Schutz,  as  the 
agent  of  the  Duke,  paid  a  visit  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and, 
after  the  ceremony  of  salutation  had  passed  in  due  form,  and 
they  were  both  seated,  the  following  amusing  dialogue  Avas 
held  between  them. — B.  S.  "  I  Avait  upon  your  Lordship  to 
acknowledge,  in  the  name  of  the  Elector,  my  master,  tlu; 
affection  your  Lordship  has  shown  on  vai'ious  occasions  to  the 
most  serene  Electoral  House  of  Hanover." —  L.  C.  "  I  am 
rxtrcnielv  sensible  of  the  honour  which  vour  Excellcncv  doe.« 
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mc  by  this  visit,  and  this  compliment,  and  I  beg  you  will     CHAP. 

assure  his  most  Serene  Highness,  the  Elector,  of  my  entire   ' 

devotion  to  his  service,  and  I  hope  his  most  Serene  Highness  a.  d.  1714. 

gives  no  credit  to  the  false  reports  which  are  industriously 

spread  abroad  in  order  to  excite  jealousies  in  the  mind  of  his 

most   Serene   Highness   against   myself  and  others   of  her 

Majesty's  present  Ministers." — B.  S.  "  My  Lord,  I  shall  not 

fail  to  discharge  such  an  agreeable  commission.     But,  In  the 

mean  time,  I  have  a  small  favour  to  ask  from  your  Lordship 

on  behalf  of  the  Electoral  Prince  —  that  your  Lordship  Avould 

be  pleased  to  make  a  writ  for  his  sitting  in  the  House  of  Peers 

as  Duke  of  Cambridge."  —  L.  C.  (much  astonished,  puzzled, 

and  perplexed.)    "  It  is  not  usual  to  make  out  writs  for  Peers 

who   are  out   of  the  kingdom.     However,   I  will  forthwltli 

apply  to  her  Majesty  for  directions  in  this  case." — B.  S.  "  I 

doubt  not  that  your  Lordship  will  duly  perform  what  you 

know  to  be  the  duty  of  your  office.     But  I  can  relieve  your 

Lordship   from  all  difficulty   on   the  score  of  the  Duke   of 

Cambridge  being  out  of  the  kingdom,  for  1  can  assure  your 

Lordship  that  his  Electoral  Highness  will  come  over  very 

speedily,  and  he  may  probal)ly  have  landed  before  the  writ  is 

made  out.     And  now,  my  Lord,  I  respectfully  take  my  leave 

of  your  Lordship." — L.  C.  (in  some  confusion  and  trepidation, 

and  perhaps  rccollcctimj  that  this  scene  mi(jht  he  the  foundation 

of  a  future  impcachmmt.)    "Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased 

to  remember  that  I  do  not  refuse  your  demand,  but  only  think 

it  proper  to  acquaint  the  Queen,  my  Mistress,  with  it^ — -whicli 

I  will  fortliwltli  do."— i>'.  S.  "  Your  Lordship  will  also  bo 

j)leased  to  remember  that  I,  by  tlic,  autliorlty  and  in  the  name 

of  the  Duke  of  Caml)rldge,  do  demand  that  a  writ  of  sununons 

may  be  made  out  to  him  to  sit  in  this  present   parliament 

according    to   the   riglits   and    privileges   of   tlie   peerage    of 

England." 

The  Chancellor  Innnediatcly  called  a  Cabinet  Council, 
wlilch  sat  on  this  sul)ject  from  9  o'clock  till  midnight,  and 
then  resolved  "  that  a  writ  should  be  made  out  for  tiic 
Duke  of  Cambridge."  Bollngbroke  was  conviiu'cd,  although 
with  great  difficulty,  that  the  Lords  would  immediately  take 
up  the  refusal  of  the  writ  as  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  that 
tiic  nation  would  be  on  their  side.      Next  dav  the  Hanoverian 
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CHAP.     Minister  addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor :  — 


A.D.  1714. 


«  My  Lord, 
"  I  hope  your  Lord^  will  be  pleased  to  send  me  an  answer 
concerning  what  I  had  the  honour  to   entertain  you  with 
yesterday,  that  I  may  this  evening  acquaint  the  Princess 
Sophia  with  the  same  by  my  letters. 

"  I  am,  with  great  respect, 
"  My  Lord, 

"  Your  LordP*  most  obed* 
"  humble  Serv* 

"  GSYIl    SCHUTZ. 

"  London,  tlie  {]  April,  1714, 
in  the  afternoon." 

Without  a<:jain  consultino;  his  col]eao;ucs,  the  Chancellor 
returned  an  answer  in  the  spirit  of  the  resolution  which  the 
government  had  adopted. 

"  13th  April,  1714. 
"  S^ 

"  When  you  came  to  me  yesterday,  and  told  me  that  by 
order  of  the  Princess  Sophia  you  demanded  a  writ  of 
summons  for  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  I  let  you  know  that 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  her  Ma'''  therewith. 

"  I  have  accordingly  layd  this  matter  before  the  Queen, 
who  was  pleased  to  say,  that  not  having  received  the  least 
intimation  of  this  demand  from  you,  or  in  any  other  manner 
whatsoever  from  the  Court  of  Hanover,  she  could  hardly 
persuade  herself  that  you  acted  by  direction  from  thence ; 
that  she,  therefore,  did  not  think  fit  to  give  any  other  answer 
than  this,  that  I  would  do  what  the  law  required. 

"  The  writ  for  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  was  sealed  of  course, 
when  the  writs  of  summons  to  all  the  other  peers  Avere 
sealed,  and  lyes  ready  to  be  delivered  to  you  whenever  you 
call  for  it.     I  am, 

«s% 

"  Your  most  humble  Scrv*, 

"  Hakcoukt,  C."* 

*   Lans.  MS.  Bilt,  Miis.  IJ'G.  fo.  251.  2j9. 
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The  statement  that  the  writ  had  been  sealed  "  of  course,"     chap. 

CXIX 

the  Chancellor  considered  himself  at  liberty  to  make,  on  the        ^ 


well-known  doctrine  of  his  Court,  that  "  Equity  considers 
what  ought  to  be  done  as  actually  done."  However,  it  was 
secretly  determined  that  measures  should  be  taken  to  counter- 
act this  project ;  that  the  journey  of  the  Electoral  Prince 
should  be  delayed ;  that  if  the  Queen  survived,  measures 
should  be  taken  to  repeal  the  act  of  settlement,  and  that  if 
she  should  suddenly  die,  the  Pretender  should  be  proclaimed.* 
Oxford,  at  the  head  of  a  party  called  the  "  Hanoverian 
Tories,"  remained  true  to  the  Protestant  succession ;  but  he 
was  left  almost  alone  in  the  Cabinet.  Mrs.  Masham,  who 
had  made  him  Prime  Minister,  had  now  conceived  a  mortal 
enmity  towards  him,  because  he  had  prevented  her  from 
recovering  a  large  sum  of  money  from  the  Assiento  contract. 
As  a  consequence,  she  warmly  sided  with  Bolingbroke  and 
Harcourt,  and  took  up  the  cause  of  James  III.  f  ^Ye 
likewise  find  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Marshal  Berwick,  that 
the  Court  of  St.  Germaine's,  through  the  channel  of  the 
Duke  of  Ormond  and  of  Lady  Masham,  had  intimated  to 
the  Queen  a  wish  that  the  Lord  Treasurer  should  be  re- 
moved. X 

The  Chancellor  having,  on  the  9th  of  July,  the  last  time   Harcourt 
(^uccn  Anne  was  ever  seen  in  public,  prorogued  parliament  {Vom  tiie  ^ 
l)y  her  command,  retired  into  the  country  to  enjoy  a  short  t'ountry  by 
repose  after  the  labours  of  a  protracted  session  ;  but  he  was  broker 
immediately  summoned  to   town  by  Bolingbroke,  who  was 
impatient  to  break  up  tlie  existing  Cabinet,  and  added  the 

*  Anne's  real  sentiments  on  tills  subject  may  be  gatliercd  f:om  tbe  narrative 
of  Lockliart,  of  Carnwath,  a  zealous  Jacobite,  of  his  ])resenting  to  her  a  "  liigh 
nionarciiical  "  or  Jacobitish  address  from  the  county  of  E(linbur<rh.  Being  told 
i)y  the  Queen  that  'she  did  not  doubt  his  ail'ection  to  her  jierson,  and  that  she 
hoped  he  would  not  concur  in  any  design  to  bring  over  the  Pi  ince  o(  Hanover 
during  her  lifetime,'  somewhat  surprised  at  this  mark  of  confidence,  —  "  I  told 
her,"  says  he,  "  that  her  Majesty  might  judge  from  the  address  1  had  read,  that 
!  should  not  be  acceptable  to  my  constituents  if  I  gave  my  consent  for  bring- 
ing over  any  ofthat  family,  citlier  now  or  at  ani/ time  hcrciifter."  "  At  this,"  adds 
I^ockhart,  "  she  smiled,  and  I  withdrew  ;  and  then  she  said  to  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton  she  believed  1  was  an  honest  man,  and  a  fair  dealer." — l.ochh.  Corr. 
317. 

■j"  "  The  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  IJolinghrokc,  and  Lady  Masham,  openly  de- 
clared against  him,  &c."  —  Swjit,  Ini/itiri/ into  t/ic  lUhdvioitr  of  the  Queen  g  hist 
Miiiistri/. 

I    l»er.  Mem.  ii.  ]C>3. 
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CHAP. 
CXIX. 


Oxford  re- 
moved, and 
Boling- 
broke  com- 
missioned 
to  form  a 
Cabinet. 


Deatli  of 

Queen 

Anne. 


following :  —  "  P.  S.  Pray,  my  Lord,  be  punctual,  and  bring 
back  with  you  a  more  sanguine  disposition  than  you  left 
town  with :  at  least  don't  fancy  that  the  Queen  and  all  the 
rest  of  us  are  to  be  the  slaves  of  him  who  was  raised  by 
the  favour  of  the  former,  and  the  friendship  of  the  latter."* 

On  the  27th  of  July  came  the  long  expected  crisis,  when 
Oxford  fell.  After  a  renewal  of  his  personal  altercations 
with  his  rival,  often  repeated  in  the  royal  presence,  and  a 
tumultuous  scene,  which  was  continued  till  two  in  the  morn- 
ing, Anne  summoned  up  resolution  to  resume  the  White 
Staff,  and  the  whole  power  of  the  state  w^as  left  in  the  hands 
of  Bolingbroke,  -with  orders  to  form  a  new  administra- 
tion.! For  a  few  hours,  the  cause  of  the  Pretender 
seemed  triumphant.  The  new  Premier,  of  course,  intended 
that  Lord  Harcourt  should  continue  to  hold  the  Great  Seal 
as  Chancellor.  He  announced  that  he  would  put  the 
Treasury  in  commission,  and  retaining  the  office  of  Secre- 
tary, which  at  such  a  juncture  was  the  most  important  under 
the  Crown,  he  named  for  the  other  departments  of  the  go- 
vernment stanch  Jacobites,  several  of  whom  showed  their 
sincerity  by  afterwards  going  into  exile,  and  openly  es- 
pousing the  falling  cause  of  the  Stuarts.  In  the  wantonness 
of  his  exultation,  he  next  day  gave  a  grand  dinner  to  the 
Whig  leaders  at  his  house  in  Golden  Square,  as  if,  while 
determined  to  rule  in  the  name  of  James  III.,  he  had  in- 
tended to  make  overtures  to  them  to  assist  him  in  securing 
the  Protestant  succession,  to  which  he  declared  himself  a 
devoted  adherent. 

But  his  ambitious  plans,  wlicn  seemingly  so  near  their 
consummation,  were  for  ever  blasted  by  the  mortal  illness 


*  Bolingbroke  to  Harcourt,  19th  July,  1714;  MSS.  of  G.  G.  Vernon 
Harcourt,  Esq.,  M.P. 

f  The  letters  of  Erasmus  Lewis  to  Swift  give  a  lively  picture  of  tlie  behaviour 
of  Harcourt  and  Oxford  to  each  other  just  before  the  breaking  up  of  tlie 
Cabinet. — July  17.  1714.  "The  great  Attorney  (Harcourt),  wlio  made  you 
the  sham  offer  of  the  Yorkshire  living,  liad  a  long  conference  with  the  Dragon 
(Oxford)  on  Thursday,  kissed  him  at  parting,  and  cursed  him  at  heart."  — 
July  '22.  "  They  eat  and  drink  and  walk  together,  as  if  there  were  no  sort  of 
<lisagreemcnt ;  and  when  they  part  I  hear  they  give  one  another  such  names  as 
nobodv  but  ministers  of  state  coultl  hear  without  cutting  throats."  —  July  2'i. 

"intelligence  that  the   Dragon  has  broke  out   in  a  fiery  jjassion  with  my 

Lord  Cliancellor,  sworn  a  thousand  oaths  he  would  be  revenged,  &c." 
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of  the  Queen,  which  she  ascribed  to  her  agitation  on  the  CHAP. 
night  she  vested  all  power  in  his  hands.  While  she  lay  cxix. 
in  a  state  of  stupor,  the  friends  of  the  Protestant  succes-  7177 

y       '  A.  D.  1714. 

sion  seized  the   government;    she  was  made  to  go  through  Accession 
the  form   of  appointing    Shrewsbury  Lord  Treasurer,  and  °     ^^^^^  ' 
as  soon  as  she  expired  George   was  peaceably  proclaimed 
King. 
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CHAPTER  CXX. 

CONCLUSION   OF   THE   LIFE   OP   LORD   HAHCOURT. 

CHAP.     Harcourt  had  been  deliberatino;  with  the  other  ministera 
CXX 

of  Anne,  when  Somerset  and  Argyle  burst  into  the  council 

A.  D.  1714.  chamber.  If  these  two  noblemen  had  been  committed  to  the 
Harcourt  a  Towcr,  if  a  messcngcr  had  been  immediately  despatched  to 
Regency.  Loraine  for  the  Pretender,  and  if  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
who  had  just  then  landed  from  the  Continent,  and  who  per- 
sonally bore  no  good  will  to  the  Elector,  could  by  immense 
offers  have  been  gained  over,  —  the  Stuart  dynasty  might 
have  remained  on  the  throne.  But  Bolingbroke,  Harcourt, 
and  the  Jacobites,  were  stunned  and  bewildered  by  the 
sudden  blow  ;  they  did  not  make  the  slightest  effort  to  re- 
sist the  measures  of  the  Whigs,  and  they  seem  all  to  have 
fallen  into  passive  despair,  except  Atterbury,  who,  when 
his  offer  that  he  would  head  the  procession  to  proclaim 
James  at  Charing  Cross  was  rejected,  exclaimed,  "  The 
best  cause  in  Europe  is  lost  for  want  of  spirit." 

However,  I  think  all  reasonable  men,  —  even  those  who 
concurred  in  Harcourt's  political  principles,  must  approve,  in 
point  of  policy,  of  the  course  which  he  now  adopted.  The 
Jacobites  were  considerably  outnumbered  in  the  Council,  and 
there  was  reason  to  believe  that,  from  the  prevalent  horror 
of  popery,  the  great  majority  of  the  officers  in  the  army 
and  navy,  and  the  majority  of  the  population  of  the  country, 
would  have  declared  for  the  Protestant  line.  To  resist  the 
Act  of  Settlement  would  have  been  another  revolution  — 
which,  for  the  sake  of  the  cause  and  of  those  who  were  to  be 
engaged  in  it,  was  not  to  be  attempted  under  circumstances 
which  afforded  no  reasonable  hope  of  success. 

In  reality,  Ilai'court  acted  as  if  lie  had  never  in  any  degree 
plotted  against  or  disa])proved  the  change  of  dynasty.  At 
the  meeting  of  the  Council,  Avhich  took  place  as  soon  as  the 
Queen  had  breathed  her  last,  he  produced  the  sealed  paper 
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which   had    been  deposited  with  him  as  Lord  Chancellor,  CHAP. 

.                           .  cxx 

containing  the    names    of  those    appointed    Lords    Justices    '__ 


by  George  on  his  mother's  death.  Being  himself  under  a.  d,  1714. 
the  Act  of  Regency  officially  a  Lord  Justice,  he  imme- 
diately took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  new  Sovereign, 
together  with  the  oath  of  abjuration  of  James,  which  he 
had  so  strenuously  opposed,  and  he  administered  these 
oaths  to  his  brother  Lords  Justices,  as  well  such  who  were 
official,  as  those  who  had  been  personally  nominated.  They 
then  all  signed  the  formal  recognition  of  the  title  of  the 
new  Sovereign,  and  ordered  the  Heralds  to  proclaim  "  that  George  I. 
the  high  and  mighty  Prince  George,  Elector  of  Brunswick  ^""^  ' 

Lunenburgh,  is,  by  the  deatli  of  Queen  Anne  of  blessed 
memory,  become  our  lawful  and  rightful  liege  Lord,  King  of 
Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith." 

Lord  Harcourt's  authority  as  Chancellor  under  his  appoint-   liarcourt 
ment  by  Queen  Anne  was  gone,  but  he  was  reappointed  by  ed^Chan.-' 
the  Lords  of  the  Regency,  in  the  name  of  the  new  Sovereign,  cellor. 
and  was  again  sworn  in.* 

The  House  of  Lords  having  assembled  in  pursuance  of  the 
Act  requiring  parliament  to  meet  immediately  on  the  demise 
of  the  Crown,  the  Chancellor  hastened  to  the  woolsack,  and, 
to  give  time  for  taking  the  oatlis  to  the  government,  moved 
an  adjournment  till  the  5th  of  August.     On  that  day,  the 
Commons  being  summoned  to  the  bar,  the  Chancellor,  in  the 
name  of  the  Lords  Justices,  now  invested  with  royal  autho- 
rity,  thus  spoke :    "  My  Lords    and    Gentlemen,   it    having   Harcourt's 
pleased  Almighty  God    to    take    to    himself  our  late  most   i^^^l 
gracious  Queen  of  blessed  memory,  we  liope  that  nothing  Justice  to 
has  been  omitted  which  might    conti-ibute  to  the  safety  of  jjouses. 
these  realms,  and  the  preservation  of  our  religion,  laws,  and 
liberties,   in    this    great    conjuncture.      As  these  invaluable 


*  "  Anno  Primo  (jcdrgii  Regis,  3d  August,  1714. —  Simon  Iv'  Iliircourt,  Lord 
Higli  Chancellor  of  Great  Rritain,  went  afterwards  (/.  c.  swearing  of  the  L"* 
Chief  Justice  Parker,  the  xAttorney  and  Solicitor  General,  etc.)  into  Court  at 
his  liouse  aforesaid  (Lincoln's  Inn  Fields),  attended  by  the  31a''  of  the  Itolls. 
some  of  the  Masters  in  Chancery,  Six  Clerks  Registers,  and  his  Lordship's 
ollicers  and  servants,  and  tliere  took  the  oalhs  ajiijointed  to  he  taken  by  tlie  Act 
primo  Willi,  et  Marie,  and  the  oath  of  Chancellor  ;  the  oath  being  read  by  the 
Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  the  ^Master  of  the  IJoUs  holding  the  book."  — 
Mill.  Roll.  1714. 

VOL.    IV.  1    1 
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CHAP,  blessings  have  been  secured  to  us  by  those  acts  of  parlla- 
^^^'  ment  which  have  settled  the  succession  of  the  Crown  in 
the  most  illustrious  House  of  Hanover,  we  have  regulated 
our  proceedings  by  the  rules  therein  prescribed."  After 
stating  the  constitution  of  the  new  government  by  the  Lords 
Justices  under  the  Regency  Act,  he  proceeds,  "  We  are 
persuaded  you  will  bring  with  you  so  hearty  a  disposition 
for  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  public  good,  that  we  cannot 
doubt  of  your  assistance  in  every  thing  which  may  pro- 
mote those  great  ends."  Having  asked  supplies  from  the 
Commons,  he  thus  concluded,  "  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
we  forbear  laying  before  you  any  thing  which  does  not 
require  your  immediate  consideration,  not  having  received 
his  iVIajesty's  pleasure  ;  we  shall  therefore  only  exhort  you, 
with  the  greatest  earnestness,  to  a  perfect  unanimity  and 
a  firm  adherence  to  our  Sovereign's  interest,  as  being  the 
only  means  to  continue  among  us  our  present  happy  tran- 
quillity." 
Proroga-  Qn  the  13th  Lord  Harcourt  made  another  speech  as  the 

organ  of  the  Lords  Justices  to  both  Houses,  announcing  his 
jNIajesty's  approach  "  to  employ  his  utmost  care  for  putting 
these  kingdoms  into  a  happy  and  flourishing  condition."  On 
the  21st  of  August  the  Speaker  of  the  Hovise  of  Commons 
havino;  delivered  a  lono;  address  to  the  Lords  Justices  when 
presenting  a  money  bill  for  the  royal  assent.  Lord  Harcourt 
in  their  name  made  a  suitable  reply,  thus  concluding  —  "  You 
may  be  assured  that  the  unanimity,  the  cheerfulness,  and  the 
despatch  with  Avhich  you  have  proceeded  in  granting  these 
aids,  will  render  them  yet  more  acceptable  to  his  jNLijesty, 
and  you  may  depend  upon  our  making  a  faithful  report 
thereof  to  him."  A  few  days  after  he  put  an  end  to  the 
session  by  a  prorogation.* 

Bolingbroke  was  eager  to  enter  the  service  of  the  new 
King.  Whether  if  an  oft'er  of  the  Great  Seal  had  been  made 
to  Lord  Harcourt  it  would  have  been  accepted  I  cannot 
l)()S.<itivcly  say  ;  but  my  opinion  is,  that  it  would  without 
hesitation  have  been  rejected.      He  was  still  devotedly   at- 

*   7  Pari.  Ilist.  3—)  1. 


tion. 
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tached  to  the  exiled  family,  and  there  was  a  movement  going     CHAP. 

on  in  Scotland  with  a  manifestation  of  favourable  sympathies   '__ 

in  the  south  which  might  have  led  to  their  restoration.  He 
never  would  voluntarily  have  accepted  office  with  the  inten- 
tion of  betraying  his  employer. 

But  he  was  not  exposed  to  any  temptation,  for  George  on  ^'P*-  ^^• 
his  arrival    declared  for  an   exclusively  Whig  cabinet,  and  ill  received 
treated  the    Chancellor  with   particular   neglect,  and  even  ^^\^!^'^'  ^'' 
rudeness — on  account  of  the  rumours  which  had  got  abroad  prived  of 
of  his  machinations  at  the  end  of  the  late  reign  to  brinf^  in      ^^^*       ' 
the  Pretender.     When  the  new  King  landed  at  Greenwich, 
Harcourt  attended  with  the  other  Lords  Justices  to  receive 
him ;  but  while  his  Majesty  loaded  the  two  Ex-chancellors, 
Somers  and  Cowper,  with  civilities,  he  would  not  even  speak 
to  the  present  Lord  Chancellor,  who  had  exercised  the  royal 
authority  in  his  name.     In  three  days,  his  Majesty,  without  Sept.  21. 
having  admitted  him  to  an  audience,  took  the  Great  Seal  from 
him  by  Townshend  the  new  Secretary  of  State,  who  was  for- 
tified by  a  warrant  under  the  sign-manual  to  demand  it,  and 
exercised  his  authority  very  offensively. 

It  seems  rather  surprising  that  when  bills  of  attainder  were 
passed  against  Bolingbrokc  and  Orniond,  —  and  Oxford,  who 
had  always  supported  the  Protestant  succession,  was  im- 
peached for  high  treason,  —  Lord  Harcourt  was  allowed  to 
remain  unmolested,  although  it  was  well  known  that,  being  a 
Jacobite  in  principle,  he  had  done  every  thing  In  his  power 
to  obstruct  the  King's  accession,  and  that,  "  biding  his  time," 
as  soon  as  a  favourable  opportunity  arose  he  would  be  ready  to 
risk  every  thing  for  the  Stuarts.  But  he  had  spoken  and 
acted  with  much  moi'C  caution  than  Bolingbrokc  —  so  that 
there  might  have  been  great  difficulty  in  adducing  any  evi- 
dence against  him,  and  from  his  courteous  manners  and  the 
prevalent  opinion  of  his  honesty,  there  was  a  general  wish  to 
treat  him  with  lenience. 

For  the  first  three   years  of  the  new  reign,  Harcourt  did  Lord  Ilar- 
not  openly  take  any  part  In  politics.      He   professed   to  have  retironu'nt  ^ 
Avlthdrawn  from  public  life.      Of  his  two  most  distinguished 
collengues  one  was  a   j)i-Isoner  In  the  Tower  of  London,    and 
the  other  having  fled,  and  l)eing  attainted,  was  ojieidy  In   the 

1  I  _' 
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CHAP. 
CXX. 


His  devo- 
tion to 
literature. 


service  of  the  Pretender.  He  himself,  while  the  cause  was 
sperate,  retained  his  former  principles  and  wishes  with  re- 
spect to  the  Crown :  but  no  opportunity  occurred  for  his 
interfering  actively,  with  any  prospect  of  advantage,  to  displace 
the  family  who  he  considered  had  usurped  it.  He  remained 
in  a  state  of  extreme  excitement  and  suspense  during  the 
rebellion  in  the  north.  When  the  news  reached  London, 
of  the  fight  at  SherifFmuir,  and  James's  arrival  at  Scone,  he 
was  for  a  short  time  much  elated,  and  amidst  liis  family  he  sang, 
"  The  King  shall  have  his  own  again  ;"  but  still  the  English 
Jacobites,  when  sounded,  were  adverse  to  any  open  manifes- 
tation, till  it  should  be  justified  by  more  decisive  successes ; 
and  ere  long  the  Earl  of  Mar  and  the  Prince  were  obliged  to 
fly  from  Scotland,  Preston  was  taken,  and  the  heads  of  the 
rebel  Lords  were  stuck  over  Temple  Bar.  The  Ex-chancellor, 
though  a  tolerably  steady  politician,  was  not  an  enthusiast, 
and  when  he  looked  up  as  he  passed  into  the  city,  did  not 
wistfully  exclaim  : 

"  Forsitan  et  nostrum  — miscebitur  istis."  * 

The  government  had  a  keen  eye  upon  him  during  these 
transactions,  but  he  was  not  committed  to  the  Tower  along 
with  Lord  Lansdown,  Sir  William  AVyndham,  and  other 
suspected  adherents  of  the  Stuarts,  and  he  had  acted  so  cau- 
tiously that  no  evidence  could  be  discovered  to  justify  any  pro- 
ceedings against  him.  Xevertheless,  when  the  act  of  grace 
passed,  he  was  expressly  excluded  from  it.f 

He  professed  to  dedicate  himself  entirely  to  literature,  and 
he  was  much  in  the  society  of  literary  men.  Xow,  indeed, 
he  had  great  reason  to  rejoice  that  he  liad  continued  to  mix 
elegant  pursuits  Vv'ith  business,  and  tliat  he  had  not  been 
''  a  mere  lawyer."  He  found  constant  agreeable  occupation 
in  reading  and  in  conversing  with  men  of  genius.  Swift  had 
gone  to  his  Deanery  of  St.  Patrick's,  but  the  Ex-chancellor 
assisted  in  forming  the  celebrated  Quincunx,  and  imjjroving  tlie 


*    Sec  Bosw.  Johnson,  ii.  243. 

t  In  si)ite  of  this  and  several  other  exceptions,  a  contemporary  jjamphlet 
carries  its  adulation  to  such  a  pitch  of  blasjihemy  as  to  say  that  "  the  clemency 
of  King  George  was  not  only  great,  but  even  extended  farther  than  that  of  God 
himself." —  Tindal,\n.  160.  contra,  Lock.  Mem.  ii.  5. 
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grotto  at  Twickenham.     He  himself  was  a  worshipper  of  the     CHAP. 

Muses,  and  was  not  despised  by  them.    His  productions  were  

chiefly  vers  de  societe, — but  we  have  one  poetical  effusion  of  his, 
of  which  I  am  rather  proud,  for  the  honour  of  the  Great  Seal. 
When  Pope  published  a  collection  of  his  works,  Harcourt, 
according  to  the  fashion  of  the  time,  supplied  an  encomiastic 
poem,  to  be  prefixed  to  the  volume,  along  with  Sheffield, 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  Parnell,  Wycherley,  and  Lord  Lyt- 
tleton,  and  the  lawyer's  lines  will  bear  a  comparison  with 
those  of  the  more  elaborate  Pieces,  or  the  professed  Poets :  * 

"  He  comes  !  he  comes  !  bid  every  bard  prepare  Poetical 

Tlic  song  of  triumph  and  attend  his  car.  address  by 

Great  Sheffield's  Muse  the  long  procession  heads,  him  to 

And  throws  a  lustre  o'er  the  ])omp  she  leads  ;  Pope. 

First  gives  the  palm  she  fir'd  him  to  obtain, 
Crowns  his  gay  brow,  and  shows  him  how  to  reign. 
Thus  young  Alcides  by  old  Chiron  taught, 
M'as  form'd  for  all  the  miracles  he  wrought  : 
Thus  Chiron  did  the  youth  lie  taught  applaud, 
Plcas'd  to  behold  the  earnest  of  a  god. 
But  hark  !  what  shouts,  vvhat  gathering  crowds  rejoice  ! 
Unstain'd  their  praise  by  any  venal  voice, 
Such  as  the  ambitious  vainly  think  their  due. 
When  prostitutes  or  needy  flatterers  sue, 
And  see  the  chief!  before  him  laurels  borne  ; 
Trophies  from  undeserving  temples  torn  ; 
Here  Rage,  enchain'd,  reluctant  raves,  and  there 
Pale  Envy,  dumb  and  sickening  with  despair  ; 
Prone  to  the  earth  she  bends  lier  loathing  eye, 
Weak  to  support  the  !)laze  of  majesty.  — 
But  what  are  they  that  turn  the  sacred  page  ? 
Tliree  lovely  virgins,  and  of  equal  age  ! 
Intent  they  read,  and  all  enamour'd  seem. 
As  he  that  met  his  likeness  in  the  stream  : 
The  Graces  these  ;   and  sec  how  they  contend. 
Who  most  shall  yjraise,  who  best  shall  recommend. 

"  The  chariot  now  the  i)ainful  steep  ascends, 
The  pxans  cease,  thy  glorious  labour  ends. 
Here  fix'd,  the  l)right  eternal  temjjle  stands, 
Its  prospect  an  unbounded  view  commands  : 
Say,  wondrous  youth,  what  colunm  wilt  thou  choose, 
What  laurell'd  arch  for  tliy  triumjjluint  muse? 
Though  each  great  ancient  court  thee  to  his  shrine. 
Though  every  laurel  through  the  dome  be  thine, 
(  From  the  jiroud  ejjic,  down  to  tliose  that  shade 
The  gentler  Ijrow  of  the  soft  Lesbian  maid,) 
Go  to  the  good  and  just,  an  awful  train, 
'i'hy  soul's  tlelight  and  glory  of  the  fane  ; 
Wliile  through  the  earth  thy  dear  remembrance  flies, 
'  Sweet  to  the  world,  and  grateful  to  the  skies,'" 
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CHAP. 
CXX. 

He  defeats 
the  im- 
peachment 
against  the 
Earl  of 
Oxford. 


The  first  occasion  of  Lord  Harcourt  again  appearing  upon 
the  political  stage  was  in  the  year  1717,  when  by  his  ma- 
nagement an  end  was  put  to  the  long-depending  impeach- 
ment of  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  that  nobleman  was  restored 
to  liberty.     It  happened  that  at  this  time  Walpole  was  out 
of  office  and  disposed  to  show  to  the  Court  his  powers  of 
annoyance.    It  is  very  rare  that  two  leaders  are  in  opposition 
to  a  government,  however  different  their  past  course  and  prin- 
ciples may  have  been,  without  a  mutual  good  understanding, 
if  not  a  coalition,  being  speedily  established  between  them. 
Walpole  had  assisted  in  instituting  the  prosecution  against 
the   author  of  the   peace   of  Utrecht,  but   out  of  spite  to 
Stanhope,  and  those  on  whom  the  conduct  of  it  now  devolved, 
he  Avished  that  it  should  be  terminated  with  some  disgrace  to 
the  accusers.     Among  the  articles  of  impeachment  there  were 
several  of  the  character  of  "  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours  " 
(such  as  secret  orders  given  to  generals  and  negotiators),  for 
which  there  was  some    foundation;   but  there  were   others 
for  alleged  "  high    treason,"    which    were    entirely  false    or 
frivolous.      Seeing  the   chance   of  bringing  about   a  quarrel 
between  the  two  Houses,  which  would  be  annoying  and  dis- 
creditable to  the  administration,  he  advised  Harcourt  to  try 
to  make  the  Lords  irritate  the  Commons  by  the   mode   of 
fixing  the  trial,  and  when  the  trial  came  on,  to  move  that  no 
evidence  be  received  upon  the  articles  cliarging  misdemeanour 
till  those  charging  treason  should  be  disposed  of.     Thereupon 
Lord  Harcourt,  supported  by  Lord  Trevor,  got  a  committee 
appointed  to  search   for  precedents  as  to  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting the  trial   of  impeachments,   and,    the    report  being 
that   it  was  the   undoubted  privilege  of  the  Lords  to  fix  a 
day  for  the  trial  at  their  discretion,  the  24th  of  June  was 
peremptorily    fixed  for  the    commencement   of  the   trial  of 
the  Earl  of  Oxford.     On   that  day  Avhcn   the  managers  for 
the  Commons  had  opened  and  were  beginning  to  prove  the 
first  article.  Lord  Harcourt  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
Lords  from  Westminster   Hall  to  tliclr  own  chamber,  and 
after  a  long  speech  to  show  the  cruel  manner  in  which  tlie 
prosecution  had  been  conducted,  "  urging  that  it  would  1)0  a 
crreat  liardsliip  upon  a  Peer  wlio  had  already  undergone  so 
long  a  confinement,  to  stand  every  day  at  their  bar  like  a 
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traitor,  and  be  at  last  found  guilty  only  of  high  crimes  and     CHAP, 
misdemeanours,  or  entirely  absolved,"  he  proposed  the  reso-      ^xx. 
lution  "  that  the  Commons  be  not  permitted  to  proceed  on 
the  articles  for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours  till  judgment 
be  first  given  upon  tlie  articles  for  high  treason."     I  have 
already  narrated  in  tlic  Life  of  Lord  Cowper  how  the  ex- 
pected quarrel  wliich  arose  between  the  two  Houses  speedily 
produced  the  desired  acquittal.  *     liord  Harcourt  conducted 
the  conferences  on  the  subject,  and  wrote  the  reasons  on  the 
part    of  the    Lords,  —  still   communicating    with    the    wary 
Walpole  in  every  stage.     This  affair  established  an  intimacy  Oiigin  of 
between  them  which  by-and-by,  when  Sir  Robert  was  Prime  ''.'»  connec- 
Minister,  induced  him    who    had  been   such   a   determined  Walpole. 
opponent  of  the  Protestant  succession,  sincerely  to  "abjure" 
King  James,  and  to  send  in  his  adhesion  to  King  George. 

But  for  several  years  longer  he  continued  a  bitter  enemy 
of  the  government,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  disgust  the 
nation  with  Hanoverian  rule.  Thus,  in  the  debate  on  the 
"Mutiny  Bill"  in  1718,  he  made  a  very  factious  speech 
against  standing  armies  and  courts-martial,  and  in  "  Soutli 
Sea  Year"  he  attempted  to  j^rove  that  all  the  follies,  frauds, 
and  sufferings  of  the  nation  were  to  be  imputed  to  the 
government. 

Lord  Harcourt  continued  to  attend  diligently  in  parlia- 
ment, and  to  take  an  active  part  in  disposing  of  the  judicial 
business  of  the  House  of  Lords,  f 

His  conversion  did  not  take  place  till  the  summer  of  1721, 

*   Ante,  p.  3G8. 

I  TIare  now  lies  before  me  tlie  orij^inal  of  a  letter  written  to  liiin  by  Sir 
Uicbard  Lcvinz,  an  Irisb  Jiidj^e,  from  Dublin,  showinj^  that  liis  voice  was  con- 
sidered potential  in  the  decikion  of  apjieals  and  -writs  of  error,  and  that  eanvass- 
in<^  the  Lords  in  such  matters  was  not  considered  at  all  indecent  :  —  "  -My  very 
trood  Lord,  —  Mr.  Thomas  Acton,  who  is  ehir.igraiiher  of  the  Court  of  Common 
I'leas  here,  lias  a  cause  dejjendintr  before  your  Lordship  u))on  an  apjieal  from 
the  Chancery  here,  and  has  desired  me  to  write  to  your  Lordshi]).  I  was  very 
unwilling  to  give  your  I^ordship  this  trouble,  and  told  him  that  if  he  had  ju'-tice 
on  bis  side  be  might  i)e  assured  of  a  full  measure  of  it  from  your  Lordship  ; 
and  if  tliat  were  wanting,  nothing  could  sujiply  tlie  defect.  But  he  being  very 
importunate,  and  known  to  me  to  be  a  very  honest  man  and  a  giiod  oflicer  in  the 
court  in  which  I  sit,  and  it  being  tlie  custom  iieve  with  great  ililigciice  to  seek, 
for  Utters  fvom  persons  to  sueli  of  the  T,ords  as  they  iiave  the  honour  to  lie 
known  to,  I  hoped  your  Lordship  would  not  take  it  ill  if  I  took  this  oj'porlu- 
nity  of  expressing  the  great  res])ect  1  have  ever  had  for  your  Lordship,  and 
d<'siring  the  favour  of  your  Lordship  to  be  i>resent  at  the  hearing  tliis  gentle- 
man's cau^e."--  \<:th  .J'tii.  IT'i.U 

I  I    I 
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CHAP,     when,  on  the  deaths  of  Stanhope  and  Sunderland,  "VValpole 

ex  X  •  •  •  ••  ... 

'__  being  undisputed  Prime  Minister,   began  an   administration 

His  con-  *^^  longest  and  most  prosperous  of  the  18th  century.  It 
version  to  was  a  great  object  with  him  to  gain  over  a  Jacobite  leader, 
of  Ha-  Bolingbroke,  dismissed  from  the  service  of  the  Pretender, 
nover.  j^qw  importunately  offered  to   support  the  government   on 

having  his  attainder  reversed,  and  being  allowed  to  resume 
his  seat  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Walpole  did  not  much 
doubt  the  sincerity  of  his  purpose  to  change  sides,  but  dreaded 
his  ambition  and  his  talents,  and  foresaw  that  he  would  soon 
struggle  to  be  Prime  Minister  to  King  George.  He  therefore 
sounded  the  Ex-chancellor  with  whom  he  had  kept  up  a 
private  intimacy  since  Oxford's  acquittal,  and  who,  enjoying 
a  fair  reputation,  was  less  aspiring  and  more  trustworthy.  * 
Apology  for  Harcourt  is  generally  considered  as  having  forfeited  his 
duct^""'  character  by  listening  to  the  overtures  made  to  him,  but  I 
think  without  sufficient  reason.  The  government  de  facto 
established,  was  supported  by  a  vast  majority  of  the  English 
nation,  and  notwithstanding  plots  entered  into  by  some 
few  from  principle,  and  by  others  from  the  hope  of  per- 
sonal advantage,  there  was  no  reasonable  chance  of  over- 
turning it.  The  conduct  of  the  true  heir  had  been  so  ex- 
cessively indiscreet,  and  he  seemed  so  impenetrable  to  all 
good  advice,  that  there  appeared  an  absolute  impossibility  of 
serving  him  effectually,  and  any  attempt  to  restore  him  was 
only  likely  to  lead  to  the  wanton  shedding  of  blood  and  the 
utter  ruin  of  the  families  of  those  who  mio-ht  enfTa2i;e  in  it.  I 
therefore  can  see  no  culpable  inconsistency  in  a  man  who  in 
the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  strove  to  prevent  the  succession  of 
the  Hanoverian  family,  and  upon  her  death  continued  to 
oppose  them  till  the  opinion  of  the  people  should  be  mani- 
fested on  the  grand  question,  afterwards,  for  the  sake  of  the 
national  tranquillity  and  prosperity,  agreeing  to  su])port 
them.  I  must  allow  that  he  might  have  shown  better  taste  in 
his  mode  of  going  over,  and  that  he  ought  to  have  avoided 
the  suspicion  of  mercenary  motives  by  rejecting  all  favours 

•    About  this  time  there  was  a  suspicion  of  other  Jacobites  goin<;  over.      Prior 
writes  to  Swil't :   "The  Hishop  (  Alterl)ury)  cannot   be   lower  in  tlic  o|)inion  of 
men  than   lie   is,  and    I   wish  our  friend    llarcourt  were   higher  than  he  is."  — 
Ipri/.   IV.'l. 
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that  might  be  proffered  to  him  by  the  Court;  but  to  give     CHAP. 
weight  to  his  adhesion,  and  to  prove  that  he  could  never   ' 


resile,  he  agreed  to  accept  of  an  increase  of  his  pension  as  j^j  24 
Ex-chancellor,  with  a  rise  in  the  peerage  to  the  degree  of  a   1721. 
Viscount.     In  the  following  year  he  was  sworn  of  the  Privy   ^"S-  ^^^ 

...  1722, 

Council,  and  thenceforth  attended  when  any  judicial  business 
was  before  the  Board.  However,  unlike  Murray  of  Broughton, 
who  justly  incurred  eternal  infamy  by  his  treacherous  change 
of  sides  in  1745,  he  never  betrayed  any  confidence  that  had 
been  reposed  in  him,  and  he  was  always  pleased  to  do  a  good- 
natured  turn  for  an  old  Jacobite  friend.  Notwithstandin"; 
strong  solicitations  and  temptations,  he  ever  after  remained 
true  to  the  new  engagements  into  Avhich  he  had  entered. 
^Vtterbury's  plot,  which  might  have  proved  very  formidable, 
soon  afterwards  arose,  but  he  refused  to  be  concerned  in 
it,  though  united  to  the  Bishop  by  the  closest  ties  of  private 
friendsliip. 

When  the  bill  of  pains  and  penalties  against  Atterbury   s  P.  ii. 
was  brought  in,  tlie  opposition  Peers  wished  to  carry  a  rcso-   ^'P* 
lution  in  the  House  of  Lords  that  he  should  be  forbidden  to  duct  on  the 
appear   to    plead    against    it    at    the    bar  of  the    House    of!""/'"'*'''' 
Commons.      This  Lord  Harcourt  opposed, — alleging  "  that  of  Atter- 
in  such  a  proceeding  the  Connnons  did  not  act  as  a  court  of    "'^•' 
judicature,  but  as  a  part  of  the  legislature,  and  that  they  had 
as  much  right  to  decide  as  the  Lords  themselves."     So  far 
he  was  surely  right,  although  Lord  Cowpcr,  witli  a  view  to 
defeat  the  measure  by  any  means,  took  the  other  side.    When 
the  bill  came  up  to  the  House  of  Lords,  I  could  wish  for 
Lord    Harcourt's    fame    that    he    had    actively    opposed    it. 
However,  he  did  not  vote  for  it  —  taking  care  to  be  absent 
when  it  passed  through   its   several  stages  there.*     In   the 
debute  on  the  third   reading,  a  sarcasm  was  levelled  against 
him    by    Duke    Wliarton,   who    said,  — "  There  is    a   noble 
and  learned  member  of  this  House  who  made  the  greatest 
figure   in   opposing   the   bill    for   the   attainder   of  Sir  .John 

*  As  the  Lords'  Journals  daily  fjivc  the  iianu's  of  all  tliu  ]ieers  ])resL'nt,  the 
ahseiice  of  a  peer  on  any  partieiilar  day  can  he  proved  satUfactorily.  'I'iie 
.Touriials  of  the  Coniiiions  now  show  the  names  of  the  menihcrs  in  every  division 
(an  improvement  not  adopted  liy  the  Lords),  hut  do  not  mention  the  names  of 
members  present  without  dividmi;. 
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Fenwick.  1  am  sorry  that  I  do  not  see  him  in  his  place,  aa 
we  should  no  doubt  have  his  assistance  to  defeat  a  bill  equally- 
obnoxious."* 

We  next  find  Lord  Harcourt  exerting  himself  for  his  old 
colleague,  Bolingbroke,  who  had  sent  over  his  second  wife, 
the   Marquise  de   Villette,  to   solicit  his  restoration.      The 
Ex-chancellor  finding  that  he  himself  could  make  no  im- 
presssion  upon  Walpole,  introduced  her  to  the  Duchess  of 
Kendal,  who  for  a  bribe  of  11,000Z.  promised  that  the  favour 
should  be  granted,  and  he  afterwards  supported  the  granting 
of  a  free  pardon  when  that  step  was  proposed  by  the  King 
at  a  council  where  he  was  present.     Walpole  still  strongly 
opposed  any  concession,   concealing  his  apprehensions  for  his 
own  supremacy,  but  contending    that   such    a    restless  and 
faithless  man,  if  replaced   in  parliament,   would   poison  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  soon  alienate  them  from  tlic  happy 
establishment  to  which  they   were  at  present  so  much  at- 
tached.      Harcourt    proposed    a  middle    course    which    was 
adopted,  that  Bolingbroke  should  be  restored  in  blood,  so 
that  he  might  live  unmolested  in  England,   and   enjoy  his 
property,  but  that  all  the  other  civil  disqualifications  of  his 
attainder  should  still  continue.     Walpole  would  sooner  have 
resigned  than  agreed  to  more,  —  certain  that  Bolingbrokc's 
eloquence  in  the  senate  would  soon  have  been  fixtal  to  the 
existing  administration,  and  might  have  disturbed  the  public 
tranquillity,  f     Bolingbroke  was  sensible  that  more  could  not 
then  be  accomplished  for  him,  and  soon  after  his  restoration, 
beinff  about  to  revisit  the  Continent    to    settle    his   aftlilrs 
there,  thus  addressed  Lord  Harcourt:  —  "  If  by  any  accident 
your  return  should  be  deferred,  I  nuist  beg  leave  to  wait  on 
you  in  the    countiy,  or  desire    you  to  give  me  a  meeting, 
where  it  may  be  least  inconvenient  to  your  Lordship,  on  the 
road,   for  I  cannot  think  of  leaving   England  without   em- 
bracing the  person  to  whom  I  owe  the  obligation  of  having 
seen  it  once  more."t 

*   Pari.  Register,  17<i3,  p.  :5S(). 

f  Letter,  IJolinghroke  to  II:ircourt,  Sfitli  .lamiai  v.  17^;i,  coiuliuiing  thus; 
"  I  am,  and  sliall  l)e  in  all  circunistaiices  of  lite,  and  in  all  tiie  countries  of  the 
world,  "  JMy  Lord, 

"  Your  most  faithful  and  obedient  Servant, 

"   IJol.INGIiliOKE." 

However.  IJolinpljroke  felt    more   and    mort'   deiplv  tiie    i)rivation  he  suflered 
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During  the  remainder  of  this  reign  Harconrt  continued  CHAP. 

•  cxx 

steadily  to  support  the  Government.      He  was  not  put  into 


otiice,   but  an  honorary  mark   of  distinction  was  conferred  jjg  ^ 
upon  him,   to  testify   reciprocal   confidence    and  good   will,   po^ts  the 

/-I  \        '  1       '       1  ir>ii  •!*  c  government 

(jrcorge,  havmg  obtamed  a  repeal  oi  the  clause  in  the  Act  oi  tin  the 
Settlement  which  forbad  him  to  leave  the  realm  without  the  ^f**'^  "^^ 

.  •  George  I. 

consent  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  was  in  the  yearly 
habit  of  spending  some  months  in  Hanover,  and  after  his 
quarrel  with  his  son,  whom  he  at  first  appointed  Guardian  of 
the  Kingdom  in  his  absence,  he  always  named  Lords  Jus- 
tices to  exercise  the  royal  authority  in  his  name  and  under 
his  directions.  Lord  Harcourt,  from  1723,  was  one  of  these, 
and  he  was  actually  a  representative  of  royalty,  in  June,  J""^  "'■ 
1727,  when  King  George  expired,  on  his  journey  to  Hanover, 
between  Ippburen  and  Osna])ruck. 

When   the   news  arrived    in   London,    Harcourt  repaired  Ju"e  14. 

,r*iTT  in  MP   Accession 

to  L/cicester  House,  was  present  at  the  nrst  council  ot  of  Geo.  1 1. 
George  IL,  and  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  that  sove- 
reign. He  attended  in  tlie  House  of  Lords  on  the  27tli  of 
June,  when  the  King  made  his  first  speech  from  the  tin-one, 
and  thence  regularly  till  the  17tli  of  July,  when  j^Jirlianicnt 
was  j)rorogued. 

But  his  own  end  approached.  His  constitution  had  been 
much  enfeebled  by  the  fatigues  of  business  and  by  con- 
vivial indulgence,  so  common  in  tliat  age.  As  he  was 
travelling  in  his  coach,  on  Sunday  the  23d  of  July,  to 
visit  Sir  Kobcrt  \Valpolc  at  Chelsea,  he  was  seized  with  a 
violent  fit  of  paralysis,  and  was  immediately  carried  home  to 
his  house  in  Cavendish  Square.      He  rallied  so  far  as  ])ar- 


from  l)cui<j  (lisqiKilitied  to  sit  in  parliament ;  and,  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Harcourt, 
dated,  Dawley  l''arni,  'J'id  .M:ircli,  llii'i,  stron;;ly  ur,i:jes  his  coni))lete  pardon,  and 
denies  the  report  that  he  liad  been  caballing  with  I'ulteney  against  the  govern- 
ment. '■  I  liave  very  much  esteem  for  Mr.  Pultcney.  I  have  met  with  great 
civility  from  him,  .ind  shall  on  all  occasions  beliave  m_\self  towards  him  like  a 
man  who  is  oi)liged  to  liim.  lUit,  my  Lord,  I  have  no  jirivate  corres])ondence 
or  even  conversation  with  him;  and  whenever  I  appeal  to  the  King,  and  beg 
leave  to  plead  my  canse  Ijcfore  him,  I  will  take  care  that  his  ministers  shall  not 
have  the  least  jireteuce  of  objection  to  make  to  me  in  any  jiart  of  my  condnet. 
I  wdl  only  say  npon  this  oc.'asion,  that  if  I  had  calialled  against  them,  there 
would  have  been  other  thiigs  said  th;>n  were  said,  and  another  turn  of  o))i)osition 
given." — .^LS.S.  ot  (i.  (i.   \'ernon  Harcourt,   l'.s<].,  'M.V.       Lord  Harcourt  gave 

Ijolinijliroke  fair  words,  l)ut  does  not  seem  to  lia\e    iuterfered  further  for  him 

which  lie  could  not  have  done  wllhoi.t  breaking  with  Wal])ole. 
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tially  to  recover  the  use  of  speech,  and  to  be  considered  by 
his  physicians  out  of  immediate  danger  ;  but  a  fresh  attack 
supervened  on  the  following  Friday,  when  he  expired  in  the 
sixty-seventh  year  of  his  age.  His  remains  were  deposited, 
with  those  of  his  long  line  of  ancestors,  in  the  family  cemetery 
at  Stanton-Harcourt  *,  but  no  monument  was  erected  to  him, 
and  none  of  liis  poetical  friends  contributed  a  stanza  to  his 
memory.  He  had  so  lived  as  not  to  stand  in  need  of  such 
memorials  after  death. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  consider  him  an  ornament  to  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law.  Those  who  lament  that  he  had  not  the 
liberal  political  principles  of  Somers  and  Cowper  should 
make  allowance  for  his  Tory  descent,  and  the  rigorous  high 
church  principles  which  were  eai*ly  instilled  into  him.  Swift 
had  vainly  tried  to  fix  upon  him  the  nickname  of  "  Trimming 
Harcourt,"  but  this  was  merely  because  the  lawyer  thought 
the  divine  Avent  too  great  leno;ths  in  libellin";  his  old  friends 
and  patrons  —  in  accusing  Marlborough  of  cowardice  and 
Somers  of  irreligion.  Great  allowance  must  be  made  for 
public  men  who  live  in  revolutionary  times  ;  and,  till  Har- 
court's  adhesion  to  the  house  of  Hanover,  I  know  not  that 
any  serious  objection  can  be  made  to  his  conduct.  Others 
must  determine  upon  the  apology  I  have  attempted  for  the 
part  he  took  on  that  occasion. 

Lord  Chancellor  Brougham  says,  "  Though  a  respectable 
lawyer,  he  is  certainly  not  to  be  ranked  with  the  Finches, 
the  Parkers,  and  the  Hardwickes."  f  But,  what  will  gene- 
rally be  more  admired  than  black-letter  law,  he  had  a  taste 
for  polite  literature,  and  (as  I  have  shown)  was  himself  no 
contemptible  poet.  "  The  Advice  to  the  October  Club," 
written  and  much  read  in  1711,  was  ascribed  to  him,  but,  I 
believe,  erroneously  ;  and  I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  prose 
publication  Avhich  can  be  certainly  traced  to  him. 

Like  the  most  illustrious  statesmen  of  his  time  on  both 
sides  in  politics,  he  was  a  patron  of  learning.     When  he  rc- 


*    "  There  are  twenty  of  HarcnurVs  Barons  bold, 
Lie  buried  within  that  proud  chapelle ; " 

—  of  which    a  very  interesting   account  was  written   by    George    Simon    Earl 
Harcourt,  1 808. 

f  Jones  V.  Scutt,  I  Ru>is.  and  Mylne,  20'9. 
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celved  the  Great  Seal  he  waived  the  contingency  of  his  pre-     CHAP. 
sentation  to  the  first  preferment  that  should  fall  vacant  in  the 
Queen's  gift,  that  he  might  get  a  prebend  in  the  cathedral  at 
Norwich  annexed  to  the  mastership  of  Katherine  Hall.  * 

He  was  ever  ready  to  assist  men  of  genius  in  distress.     J.    His  patron- 
Philips,  the  author  of  the  "  Splendid  Shilling,"  and  the  poem  j.  philips, 
in  praise  of  "  Cider,"  he  liberally  patronised  while  living,  and  ^*^^  1'°^*- 
he  erected,  at  his  own  expence,  a  monument  in  Westminster 
Abbey   to  his    memory,  obtaining    for  it  an  inscription  by 
Atterbury.  f 

Both  while  he  was  in  office,  and  after  his  fall,  he  lived  on 
terms  of  the  greatest  intimacy,  not  only  with  Pope,  but  with 
Gay,  Prior,  Parnell,  Arbuthnot,  the  Phillips's,  and  most 
of  the  other  wits  of  the  time.     Addison  he  occasionally  met, 


*  The  following  Epistle  of  Thanks  from  Kath.  Hall  to  the  Lord  llarcourt, 
upon  the  Grant  of  this  Prebend  to  tlicir  IMastership,  was  drawn  up  by  Dr. 
Sherlock,  Dean  of  Chichester,  and  ^P  of  Kath.  Hall. 

"  Hon''"'  Viro,  Sec. 

"  Magister  et  Socii  Aul.  Cath.  &c.  Salutem. 

"  Ne  quos  honesta  et  literata  Paupertas  in  Clientelam  tibi  commcndaverit, 
eos  mens  ingrata,  et  Peneficiorum  innnemor  indignos  arguat,  liceat  nobis,  quales 
possunnis,  Gratias  agere  ;  qnas  non  tarn  honoris  tni  (cui  niliil  accedere  potest), 
quam  officii  nostri  (cui  nihil  dcesse  volumus)  IJatio  postulat. 

"  Cum  ab  Incunabilis  Collegii,  per  multos  retro  annos,  Artes  liberales  apud 
nos  baud  liberaliter  accepta;  fuerint,  et  Boievohiitid  potius  Amicnrum,  quam 
munificcntia  Patrnnorum  recreata'  floruorint,  Tibi  debcnt,  Vir  ainplissime,  (juod 
in  Spem  jam  veniant  lautissimam,  et  meliorem  sibi  sortem  ])romittere  audeant. 
Mater  nostra  Catherina,  I'role  sua  felix,  multos  nunc  et  olim  sibi  vendicat, 
siimmis  Ecclesiae  et  Reipubiicaj  honoribus  ornatos,  viros  omni  Laudum  genere 
lloreiuissimos,  et  Matre  Viryine  Filiox  non  indignos ;  quorum  Pietati  cum 
multum  se  dcbcre  sentiat,  profitetur  tamen  se  neminem  niagis  suum  genuisse, 
quam  Te  invenisse  ;  (jui  ca  Beneficia  contuleris,  ut  non  modo  Paupertatem  de- 
traxisse,  scd  etiam  Dicinitntem  auxisse  videaris. 

"  Cum  ea  sit  Academicorum  laudabilis  consnetudo,  ut  Bencfactorum  me- 
moriam  publicis  consignent  Tabulis,  et  J'osteris  tradant  (iniqnum  enim  judicant 
Temiiore  et  Die  memoriam  Beneficii  defiuire),  inclytum  lUironio  llarcourt  de 
Stmiton  nomen  in  Fustos  Collegii  nostri  relatum,  et  per  omnes  annos  celebratum, 
nobis  certe  gloriosum  erit,  et  Genti  '.wx  (speramus)  non  indecorum  :  quo  enirn 
melior  quis(].  et  honoratior  est,  eo  majoris  hujusniodi  Patronatus  Jura  a'stimare, 
et  i)lurima  liahere  soleat :  et  officii  nostri  esse  ducimus,  cum  onme  tua  in  Re- 
giiiani,  in  Rempublicam,  in  Ecclesiam  merita  norint  et  intellexerint,  (juid  de 
noliis  meruoris,  ne  nemo  nostru.n  nesciat,  providere. 

"  Quod  unu'.u  siq)erest,  Tibi  onmia  la"ta  et  jirosjiera  ])recanuir;  et  cum  e;i  sis 
virtute  afq.  indole,  ut  vitam  agere,  et  Bene  agere  luiuni  idemipie  sit,  Deum  Opt. 
Max.  oranms  et  obtestamur,  ut  diiitissime  pergas  de  Patria  viver.do  iiene  mereri." 
—  Add.  MS.  .jcS.nS.  p.  ;!9.'. 

f  ".Simon   Haikocrt   Miles 

Viii  bene  de  se,  de  literis  meriti. 

Quoad  viveret  fantor. 

Post  obitum  ])ie  menior 

Hoc  ilii  saxnm  poni  voluit." 
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CHAP. 
CXX. 

Pope's  re- 
sidence at 
Stanton- 
Harcourt. 


Fate  of 
John 

Hewet  and 
Sarah 
Drewc. 


—  when  there  was  perfect  courtesy,  but  on  account  of  politics 
no  cordiality  between  them.  Pope  and  Gay  he  treated  as 
brothers.  The  old  family  mansion  at  Stanton-Harcourt  had 
been  untenanted  since  the  death  of  Sir  Philip  in  1688, 
but  a  few  rooms  continued  furnished.  Of  three  of  these, 
each  thirteen  feet  square,  one  above  the  'other  in  an  antique 
turret.  Pope,  that  lie  might  be  sequestrated  from  the  world, 
took  possession  in  the  summer  of  1718,  and  here  he  devoted 
himself  to  the  translation  of  the  Iliad.  The  uppermost 
retains  the  name  of  "  Pope's  Study,"  he  having  with  his 
own  hand  traced  upon  a  pane  of  red  stained  glass,  in  one  of 
the  casements  still  preserved,  the  following  inscription :  — 

"  In  the  year  1718, 
Alexander  Pope 
finished  here 
the  fifth  volume  of  Homer." 

Lord  Harcourt  himself  then  lived  at  Cockthorpc,  a  place 
in  Buckinghamshire,  at  no  great  distance,  —  having  Gay  for 
his  inmate  —  and  they  were  allowed  occasionally  to  intrude 
upon  the  inspired  translator  —  being  his  only  visitors. 

It  was  during  one  of  these  visits,  that  they  witnessed 
the  melancholy  end  of  John  Hewet  and  Sarah  Drewe, 
two  rustic  lovers,  of  -which  we  have  the  following 
account  from  the  pen  of  Gay,  within  a  few  days  after :  — 
"  They  had  passed  through  the  various  labours  of  the  year 
together  with  the  [greatest  satisfaction :  if  she  milked,  'twas 
his  morning  and  evening  care  to  bring  the  cows  to  her  hand. 
It  Avas  but  last  fair  tliat  he  bouglit  her  a  present  of  green 
silk  for  her  straw  hat,  and  the  ])Osy  on  her  silver  ring  was  of 
his  choosing.  Their  love  was  the  talk  of  the  whole  neigh- 
bourhood ;  for  scandal  never  affirmed  that  they  had  any  other 
views  than  the  lawful  possession  of  each  other  in  marriage. 
It  was  that  very  morning  that  they  had  obtained  the  consent 
of  her  parents,  and  it  was  but  till  the  next  week  that  they 
were  to  wait  to  be  happy.  Perhaps  in  the  intervals  of  their 
work  they  were  now  talking  of  their  wedding-clothes,  and 
John  was  suiting  several  sorts  of  poppies  and  field-flowers  to 
her  complexion,  to  choose  her  a  hat  for  the  wedding-day. 
While  they  were  thus  busied,  (it  was  on  the  last  of  .July, 
between   two   and  three   in  the  afternoon,)  the  clouds  grew 
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black,  and  such  a  storm  of  lightnincj  and  thunder  ensued,  CHAP. 
that  all  the  labourers  made  the  best  of  their  way  to  what  ' 
shelter  the  trees  and  hedges  afforded.  Sarah  was  frighted, 
and  fell  down  in  a  swoon  on  a  heap  of  barley.  John,  who 
never  separated  from  her,  sat  down  by  her  side,  having  raked 
too-ether  two  or  three  heaps,  the  better  to  secure  her  from  the 
storm.  Immediately  there  was  heard  so  loud  a  crack,  as  if 
heaven  had  split  asunder.  Every  one  was  now  solicitous  for 
the  safety  of  his  neighbour,  and  called  to  one  another  through- 
out the  field.  No  answer  being  returned  to  those  Avho  called 
to  our  lovers,  they  stepped  to  the  place  where  they  lay.  Tiiey 
perceived  the  barley  all  in  a  smoke ;  and  then  spied  this 
faithful  pair,  John  with  one  arm  about  Sarah's  neck,  and  the 
other  held  over  her,  as  to  screen  her  from  the  lightning. 
They  were  struck  dead,  and  stiffened  in  this  tender  posture. 
Sarah's  left  eyebrow  was  singed,  and  there  appeared  a  black 
spot  on  her  breast ;  her  lover  was  all  over  black,  but  not  the 
least  signs  of  life  were  found  in  eithei'.  Attended  by  their 
melancholy  companions,  they  were  conveyed  to  the  town, 
and  the  next  day  were  interred  in  Stanton-Harcourt  church- 
yard." 

Lord  Harcourt,  Pope,  and  Gay,  attended  the  funeral,  and 
the  Peer,  at  the  request  of  the  poets,  caused  a  stone  to  be 
placed  over  the  grave  of  the  lovers,  and  a  mural  tablet  to  be 
placed  on  the  outward  south  wall  of  Stanton- tlarcourt  church, 
with  the  following  inscription  :  — 

"  Near  this  place  lie  the  bodies  of 

John  Ilewet  and  Sarah  Drewe, 

an  industrious  yonnc;  Man 

and  virtuous  3Iaiden  of  tliis  Parish, 

who  heinj^  at  harvest  work 

(with  several  otiiers) 

M'ere  in  one  instant  killed  by  Lightning 

the  last  day  of  July,  TtIS." 

Pope  and  Gay,  in  fulfilment  of  a  promise  to  Lord  ITarcourt   Epitaphs 
tliat   they  Avould  join  in  composing  a  j)octical  epitaph  to  be  1*0^^.^.^!^ 
subjoined,  pro[)osed  to  him  the  following  lines:  killed  by 

lightning. 
"  When  eastern  lovers  feed  the  fur.eral  lire, 
On  the  same  pile  the  faithful  jiair  ex])irc  ; 
Here  pitying  Heaven  that  virtue  mutual  found. 
And  blasted  botli,  that  it  u)ight  neither  woiuid. 
Hearts  so  sincere,  th"  Almighty  saw  well  ])leas'd. 
Sent  his  own  lightning,  and  the  victims  seiz'd." 
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Lord  Harcourt  candidly  confessed  that  he  did  not  much 
like  this  composition,  and  said  the  country  people  would  not 
understand  it.  "  Well,"  then  said  Pope,  "  I  will  make  one 
with  something  of  scripture  in  it,  and  with  as  little  of  poetry 
as  Sternhold  and  Hopkins."  He  next  day  produced  the  lines 
still  to  be  read,  in  passing  through  this  country  churchyard, 
which  Lord  Harcourt  allowed  were  equally  distinguished  for 
sublime  piety  and  exqviisite  poetry  —  equally  calculated  to 
touch  the  heart  of  the  refined  critic,  and  of  the  peasant  who 
required  assistance  to  spell  them  out : 

"  Think  not  by  rig'rous  judgment  seiz'd, 

A  pair  so  faithful  could  expire ; 
Victims  so  pure,  Heaven  saw  well  pleas'd. 

And  snatch'd  them  in  celestial  fire. 
Live  well,  and  fear  no  sudden  fate  ; 

Whe'i  God  calls  virtue  to  the  grave. 
Alike  'tis  justice,  soon  or  late, 

Mercy  alike  to  kill  or  save. 
Virtue  unmov'd  can  hear  the  call. 
And  face  the  flash  that  melts  the  ball." 


Death  of 
Lord  Har- 
court's  son. 


Soon  after  this  Lord  Harcourt  had  the  heavy  misfortune 
to  lose  his  only  son,  a  most  accomplished  and  promising  young- 
man,  who  was  so  much  in  the  confidence  of  Harley,  St.  John, 
and  Swift,  as  to  be  appointed  by  them  secretary  to  the  famous 
society  of  "  Brothers,"  and  who  was  expected  himself  to 
turn  out  a  distinguished  statesman  and  wit.  *  The  afflicted 
father  sought  to  mitigate  his  grief  by  recording  the  virtues 
of  the  deceased  in  an  epitaph,  but  after  many  efforts  he  found 
that  his  feelings  overpowered  him  when  he  tried  to  express 
them  according  to  the  rules  of  metrical  composition.  In  this 
extremity  he  applied  to  his  friend  Pope,  who  having  long 
honoured  the  father,  had  formed  an  acquaintance  with  the 
son,  and  readily  undertook  the  mournful  task.  The  lines  as 
at  first  proposed  were  not  quite  relished,  and  a  correspond- 
ence took  place  with  a  view  to  their  amendment.     Of  this. 


*  The  young  man  not  only  resembled  his  father  in  genius,  but  very  strikingly 
in  looks  —  a  circumstance  to  wliich  Gay  refers  in  his  address  to  Pope  on  the 
com])letion  of  the  far-famed  translation  of  Homer,  in  which  he  supposes  all  tlie 
poet's  friends  assembled  to  welcome  his  return  from  Greece: 

"  Harcourt,  I  see  for  eloquence  renown'd. 
The  mouth  of  justice,  oracle  of  law  ! 
Another  Simon  is  beside  him  found, 

Another  Simon,  like  as  straw  to  straw." 


LORD    HARCOURT.  497 

one  letter  has  been  preserved,  which  proves  the  critical  acu-     CHAP, 
men  as  well  as  the  paternal    tenderness   of  the    Ex-chan- 
ceUor. 

"  December  6.  1 722. 

"  I  cannot  but  suspect  myself  of  being  very  unreasonable  His  letter 
in  begging  you  once  more  to  review  the  inclosed.     Your  respe°cnVig 
friendshijD  draws  this  trouble  on  you.     I  may  freely  own  to  his  son's 
you,  that  my  tenderness  makes  me  exceeding  hard  to  be  satis- 
fied with  any  thing  which  can  be  said  on  such  an  unhappy 
subject.     I  caused  the  Latin  epitaph  to  be  as  often  altered 
before  I  could  approve  of  it. 

"  When  once  your  epitaph  is  set  up,  there  can  be  no  al- 
teration of  it ;  it  will  remain  a  perpetual  monument  of  your 
friendship,  and,  I  assure  myself,  you  will  so  settle  it,  that  it 
shall  be  worthy  of  you.  I  doubt  whether  the  word  denijd, 
in  the  third  line,  will  justly  admit  of  that  construction,  Avhich 
it  ought  to  bear  (viz.)  renounced,  deserted,  &c.  Deny^d  is 
capable,  in  my  opinion,  of  having  an  ill  sense  put  upon  it,  as 
too  great  uneasiness,  or  more  good  nature,  than  a  wise  man 
ought  to  have.  I  very  well  remember  you  told  me  you 
could  scarce  mend  these  two  lines,  and  therefore  I  can  scarce 
expect  your  forgiveness  for  my  desiring  you  to  reconsider 
them. 

"  Harcourt  stands  dumb,  and  Pope  is  forc'd  to  speak." 

I  cannot  perfectly,  at  least  without  further  discoursing  with 
you,  reconcile  myself  to  the  first  part  of  that  line  ;  and  the  word 
forc'd  (which  was  my  own,  and,  I  persuade  myself,  for  tliat 
reason  only  submitted  to  by  you)  seems  to  carry  too  doubt- 
ful a  construction  for  an  epitaph,  which,  as  1  apprehend, 
ought  as  easily  to  be  understood  as  read.  I  shall  acknow- 
ledge it  as  a  very  particular  favour,  if  at  your  leisure  you  will 
})cruse  the  inclosed,  and  vary  it,  if  you  think  it  capable  of 
being  amended,  and  let  me  see  you  any  morning  next  week. 
I  am,  &c." 

These  suggestions  were  attended  to,  and  the  exquisite 
epitaph  was  produced  which  is  now  to  be  read  on  the  monu- 
ment erected  in  the  church  of  Stanton-Ilarcourt  to  the 
memory  of  the  son  of  the  Chancellor: 

VOL.    IV.  K     K 
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His  per- 
sonal a])- 
pearance. 


"  To  this  sad  Shrine,  wlioe'er  thou  art !  draw  near, 
Here  lies  the  Friend  most  lov'd,  the  Son  most  dear ; 
Who  ne'er  knew  Joy,  but  Friendship  might  divide, 
Or  gave  his  Father  Grief,  but  when  he  died. 

"  How  vain  is  Reason,  Eloquence  how  weak  ! 
If  Pope  must  tell  what  Harcourt  cannot  speak. 
Oh !  let  thy  once  lov'd  Friend  inscribe  thy  Stone, 
And,  with  a  Father's  sorrows,  mix  his  own  !"• 

Lord  Harcourt  was  likewise  on  terms  of  great  intimacy 
with  tlie  celebrated  Dr.  Mead,  who  not  only  took  care  of  liis 
liealth,  but  Avas  of  great  service  to  him  in  collecting  his 
library.  The  following  is  an  original  letter  from  the  physi- 
cian to  the  Peer :  — 

"  Ormoud  Street,  July  25.  1723. 

«  My  Lord, 

"  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that 
of  the  books  expected  from  France,  the  Tkactatus  Trac- 
TATUUM,  and  one  of  those  that  belong  to  the  King  of 
France's  collection  are  come.  The  Tractatus  is  a  fine  copy. 
I  have  ordered  my  bookseller  to  collate  it  very  carefully,  and 
if  it  proves  perfect,  I  shall  purchase  it  for  fourscore  guineas, 
which  is  the  lowest  price,  and  I  believe  not  dear.  The  book 
belonging  to  the  French  King's  collection  I  shall  take,  and 
your  Lordship  shall  not  pay  for  it  till  the  other  volumes  are 
sent  over,  which  I  hope  will  be  quickly. 

"  Our  friend,  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  was  seized  yesterday 
with  a  violent  fit  of  his  ague,  and  I  expect  Avill  have  another 
to-morrow,  and  no  more.  I  have  advised  him  to  hasten  his 
journey  to  Aix,  and  1  believe  he  will  set  out  in  a  few  days 
after  your  Lordship's  coming  to  town.  lie  desired  me,  with 
his  humble  service,  to  excuse  his  not  writing  by  this  post  to 
your  Lordship,  upon  the  account  of  his  indisposition,  f  I 
am,  always  with  the  greatest  respect,  &c." 

I  can  only  gratify  any  curiosity  which  may  be  felt  re- 
specting Lord  Chancclk)r  Ilarcourt's  personal  appearance  by 


*  "  This  epitaph  is  principally  remarkable  for  the  artful  introduction  of  tlie 
name,  whicli  is  inserted  with  a  jjccidiar  felicity,  to  wliicli  chance  nuist  concur 
with  genius,  whicli  no  man  can  hope  to  attain  twice,  and  wiiicli  cannot  be  co])icd 
but  with  servile  imitation." — Johnson. 

f  It  has  been  supposed  that  Rolingbroke  was  shannning  illness  as  a  jirctcnce 
for  g(jing  abroad  —  a  supposition  contradicted  by  this  letter,  unless  Mead  was 
his  accomplice. 
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the  following  description  of  him  a  few  years  before  his  death,     CHAP, 
from  the  pen  of  a  contemporary  who  knew  him  well :  "  He       ' 


is  a  fair,  lusty  man ;  has  been  handsome ;  he  has  so  much 
learning  and  eloquence,  and  so  sweet  a  delivery,  that  he  may 
not  improperly  be  styled  a  second  Cicero ;  is  extremely  ge- 
nerous and  good-humoured;  has  been  extravagant,  but  is 
now  grave,  and  lives  within  bounds ;  hard  study,  and  too 
much  fatiguing  himself  in  his  business,  have  both  spoiled  his 
eyes  and  his  constitution.     He  is  about  sixty  years  old."* 

From  the  same  authority   we  learn,  that  if  he  was  not 
always  very    strict  in  the  observance  of  outward  religious 
duties,  he  was  ready  to  atone  for  any  irregularity  into  which 
he  might  have  fallen  :   "  Ld.  Chancellor  Harcourt,  travelling  Anecdote 
on  Sunday  through  Abingdon  in  time  of  divine  service,  was  iiis  being' 
stopped  by  the  constables,  by  Avhom  a  humble  apology  was  ^"'^'^1'  "i^ 
made  to  his  Lordship  for    doing  what  they  understood  to  breaking 
be  their  duty  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  his  Lordship  ordered   q|!'"j.Ji*||^,. 
his    coach    to    the    church-door,    and  joined    in    the    public 
worship  till  the  conclusion  of  it."  f 

He  exercised  a  splendid  hospitality  in  London,  and  at  his 
country-house  in  Buckinghamshire.  From  his  honourable 
savings  he  purchased  large  additions  to  his  hereditary  pro- 
perty —  among  others,  the  manor  of  Xuncham-Courtenay,  in 
Oxfordshire,  where  his  successor  built  and  laid  out  the 
s])lendid  mansion  and  park,  which  became  the  chief  residence 
of  the  family. 

When  a  very  young  man,  with  little  to  live  upon,  he  His  mar- 
most  imprudently  contracted  a  private  marriage  Avith  tlie 
daughter  of  his  father's  chaplain,  who  had  nothing  but 
l)eauty  and  an  unspotted  character  to  recommend  her.  With 
her  he  lived  very  ha})pily,  notwithstanding  the  pecuniary 
difficulties  with  Avhich  they  had  to  struggle,  and  she  brought 
him  a  son,  whose  untimely  end  he  had  to  weep.  After  her 
death  he  married  Elizabeth,  daugliter  of  Kichard  Si)cnccr, 
E;?q.,  of  the  county  of  Derby ;  and  being  again  a  widt)wer, 
he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  \\'rnon,  Bart., 
but  he  had  no  issue  by  either  of  his  two  la^t  wives. 

•    Gent.  :vrag.  vol.  Ixv.    KJ?.  f   lb. 
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CHAP. 

cxx. 

His  de- 
scendants. 


He  was  succeeded  in  his  titles  and  estates  by  his  grand- 
son who,  in  the  year  1749,  was  raised  to  an  Earldom.  In 
1830,  the  male  line  of  the  Chancellor  failed  by  the  death 
of  the  third  Earl  without  issue,  —  when  the  honours  of 
the  family  became  extinct,  and  the  estates  came  to  the 
venerable  Archbishop  of  York — who  is  descended  from  the 
Chancellor  through  a  female,  and,  by  royal  licence,  has  taken 
the  name  of  Harcoui't  in  addition  to  his  own  distinguished 
name  of  Vernon.  The  heir  male  of  the  English  Harcourts 
is  George  Simon  Harcourt,  Esq.  of  Ankerwykc,  some-time 
M.  P.  for  Bucks,  descended  from  Sir  Philip  Harcourt,  the 
fiither  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth 
Lee.  * 


*    From  tlie  information  of  my  friend  Mr.  Pulman  of  the  Heralds'  College. 
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CHAPTER  CXXI. 

LIFE  OF  LORD  MACCLESFIKLD    FllOM    HIS    BIRTH    TILL    HE    RECEIVED 
THE    GREAT    SEAL. 

We  next  come  to  a  Chancellor,  who,  instead  of  "fctchmg  chap. 
his  life  and  being  from  men  of  royal  siege,"  and  tracing  an  cxxi. 
illustrious  pedijjree  for  a  thousand  years,  was  the  son  of  a   ~ 

i         «=  .      .  Obscure 

village  lawyer,  and  could  not  tell  distinctly  whether  he  had  a  origin  and 
grandfather,  but  who  inherited  from  nature  a  most  acute  and  P"'^^'/,^'"  , 

^  '  lity  or  Lorn 

vigorous  intellect,  who  raised  himself  by  unwearied  perse-  Chancellor 
verance  and  a  stupendous  store  of  acquired  knowledge  to  jj^.j'"  '''^" 
the  highest  offices  in  the  state,  who,  though  precipitated  from 
power  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  was  more  unfortunate 
than  criminal,  and  whose  descendants,  now  flourishing  and 
distinguished  in  the  peerage  of  England,  ought,  notwith- 
standing the  sentence  pronounced  upon  him,  to  be  proud  of 
the  founder  of  tlieir  house. 

It  would  have  been  more  interesting  to  have  traced  his 
career  amidst  difficulties  and  discouragements,  than  if  it  had 
been  the  easy  result  of  birth  and  fortune:  but  unluckily  he  has 
suffered  more  from  biographical  neglect  than  even  Somers 
or  Cowpcr,  and  the  materials  have  perished  from  which  it 
might  have  been  hoped  that  tardy  justice  might  still  have 
been  done  to  his  memory.  Unless  when  he  was  actually 
mixing  in  public  transactions,  little  can  l)e  known  of  him 
by  this  age  or  by  posterity.* 

Thomas  Parker,  afterwards  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England,   His  hinh ; 
Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  and  Earl   of  Mac- 


.ittoriK'v. 


•  His  venL'r;i!)le  rfprcsLMitativc,  flic  jircscnt  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  in  a  veiy 
kind  answer  to  my  in(|uiries  respecting  him,  says  —  "I  regret  extremely  that  I 
caimot  give  you  any  inl'ormatiou  as  regard*;  tiie  early  lite  vi'  my  ancestor,  the 
Lord  ("iiancellor  Maeclesfieid,  or  after  his  retirement  from  jinhlic  fo  private  life. 
In  tile  large  collection  of  MS.  letters  I  possess  at  .Shi!l)urn  Castle  there  are 
very  few  of  his,  and  I  am  sorry  to  add  nonf  that  would  he  of  use  to  your  Lord, 
slii]-,  for  the  valnal)le  work  you  arc  now  jiulilishinL'.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  I 
siiouid  witii  pleasure  have  forwarded  them  to  you."'  —  ;;CV/'  .-Ipri/,  IS-l*;. 
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CHAP. 
CXXI. 


At  school. 


His  scliool- 
fellow  Tom 
Withers, 
the  learned 
shoemaker. 


Placed  in 
his  father's 
office  to  be 
bred  an  at- 
toriK'v. 


clesfield,  was  bom  on  the  23d  of  July,  1666  (the  "annus 
mirabilis"),  at  Leeke,  in  Staffordshire,  where  his  father  carried 
on  the  business  of  an  attorney,  and  by  the  savings  of  a  long 
life  accumulated  a  fortune  of  nearly  100/.  of  annual  rent. 
Having  been  taught  to  read  by  his  mother,  he  was  put  for  two 
or  three  years  to  a  free  grammar  school,  in  the  neighbouring 
town  of  Newport,  in  Shropshire.  The  two  cleverest  boys 
there  were  Tom  Parker,  and  Tom  Withers,  the  son  of  a 
shoemaker.  They  were  in  the  same  form,  and  friends  though 
rivals.  The  prognostications  with  respect  to  the  latter  were 
the  most  favourable,  and  he  displayed  such  parts  and  appli- 
cation, that  there  was  an  attempt  made  to  send  him  to  the 
University  by  a  subscription  among  the  neighbouring  gentry. 
This  failing,  he  was  bound  apprentice  to  his  father,  and  flou- 
rished for  many  years  as  a  shoemaker ;  but  not  observing  the 
maxim  "  ne  sutor  ultra  crepidam,"  he  kept  up  his  classical 
learning,  quoted  Homer  and  Virgil  to  his  clerical  customers, 
and  fell  into  misfortunes  in  his  old  age.  It  is  pleasant  to 
think  that  the  two  schoolfellows  socially  met  when  the  one 
occupied  a  stall  at  Newport,  and  the  other  was  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  England,  and  that  they  afterwards  renewed  their 
correspondence,  when  the  one  having  lost  all  his  business  was 
reduced  to  penury,  and  the  other  had  been  precipitated  with 
disgrace  from  the  highest  station  a  subject  can  hold  in  this 
kingdom. 

Young  Parker  picked  up  a  smattering  of  Greek  and  Latin 
while  at  school,  but  he  then  knew  little  more  than  the  peasantry 
among  whom  he  was  reared,  and  never  having  had  any  fur- 
ther instruction,  he  must  be  considered  as  in  a  great  measure 
self-taught.  But  he  had  acquired  a  taste  for  reading  and  a 
habit  of  steady  application,  to  which  all  his  future  greatness 
must  be  ascribed.  While  still  a  boy  lie  was  placed  in 
his  father's  office,  and  was  articled  as  a  clerk  to  become  liini- 
self  an  attorney.  It  is  said  that  he  displayed  from  the  tcn- 
derest  years  most  wonderful  diligence  and  steadiness,  and 
that,  not  contented  with  making  himself  perfect  in  the  routine 
of  his  father's  business,  he  read  all  the  books  of  amuse- 
ment and  instruction  on  which  he  could    lay  his  Iiauds  — 
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spending   the    perquisites  which    came  to  him  as   clerk  in     pl!^j* 
the  purchase  of  a  little  library  of  his  own.  

The  father  about  this  time  removed  from  Leeke  to  New- 
castle-under-Lyne,  and  the  dutiful  son  following  him,  still  dis- 
played, we  are  told,  the  same  attention  to  business  and  desire 
of  self-improvement. 

While  he  was  so  engaged  there  is,  respecting  him  in  the  His  entry 
admission  book  of  the  Inner  Temple,  the  following  perplexing  Xemple. 
entry :  — 

"  Tliomas  Parker,  Cent.,  sonne  and  heir  apparent  of  Thomas  Parker,  of  New 
Castle  under  Lyme,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  Gent. 
Admitted  14th  February,  1683  [4]." 

No  explanation  can  be  given  of  his  admission  to  an  Inn  of 
Court  when  he  was  only  in  his  eighteenth  year,  and  in  the 
middle  of  his  apprenticeship.  It  may  be  conjectured  that  his 
father  had  humoured  his  ambitious  design  of  being  one  day  a 
councillor,  or  that  being  sent  up  to  do  some  law  business 
during  the  term  in  London,  he  had  got  himself  admitted 
without  his  father's  knowledge.  However,  it  is  certain  that  lie  is  ad- 
he  went  on  workin";  in  his  father's  office,  and  that  havino;  """'^   '^" 

»  'ft    attorney. 

regularly  served   his  time,    he   was   placed   on   the  roll  of 
attorneys. 

To  prosecute  his  profession  with  more  advantage  he  csta-  Practises 
blished  himself  at  Derby,  a  flourishing  town.  In  which  a  wealthy  ^^  l^'-rby. 
client  of  his  father  had  lately  settled  in  trade,  and  promised 
to  patronise  him.  Here  he  prospered  beyond  his  most 
sanguine  hopes,  and  from  his  great  skill  and  diligence.  In  a 
year  or  two  his  business.  In  point  of  extent  and  respectability, 
was  equal  to  tliat  of  any  attorney  in  the  county.  \\c  know 
no  farther  particulars  of  his  history  while  he  reuiahicd  In  this 
department  of  the  profession,  except  that  his  house  in  Derby 
Avas  In  Bridge  Street,  at  the  foot  of  the  bridge  next  the 
Three  Crowns.  We  may  Imagine  that,  when  the  assizes  came 
round,  he  was  at  first  struck  with  Immense  awe  at  beholding 
the  fludges  In  their  scarlet  robes,  and  could  scarcely  venture 
to  sj)eak  to  the  leaders  of  the  midland  circuit  on  delivering 
tliom  briefs  In  the  causes  which  he  had  entered  for  trial ;  that 
his  reverence  for  these  dignitaries  gradually  dwindled  awav  ; 
that   he  began   sometimes   to   think    he   himself   could    have 
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rxxi*'     ^'^^"^^^^6(1  witnesses  quite  as  well  as  the  barristers  employed 

, by  him,  and  even  by  making  a  better  speech  to  the  jury  have 

won  verdicts  which  they  lost ;  that  he  Avas  likewise  hurt  by 
the  distance  at  which  he  was  in  public  kept  by  all  members 
of  the  superior  grade  of  the  profession,  while  some  of  them 
were  intensely  civil  to  him  in  private ;  that  he  thought  it  hard, 
having  with  great  labour  prepared  a  case  of  popular  expecta- 
tion so  as  to  insure  victory,  another  should  run  away  with  all 
the  glory  ;  that  he  measured  himself  Avith  those  who  were  en- 
joying high  reputation  as  advocates  and  had  the  prospect  of 
being  elevated  to  the  bench;  that,  possessing  the  self-respect  and 
confidence  belonging  to  real  genius,  he  felt  himself  superior  to 
them ;  and  that  he  sickened  at  the  thought  of  spending  the 
rest  of  his  days  in  drawing  leases,  in  receiving  instructions 
from  country  bumpkins  to  bring  foolish  actions,  in  preparing 
briefs,  and  in  making  out  bills  of  fees  and  disbursements  which 
Resolves  to  gj^y  discontented  client  might  tax  before  the  master.  What- 
bar,  ever  his  train  of  feeling  or  of  reasoning   might  be,  he  soon 

resolved  that  he  would  quit  his  position  of  an  attorney  for 
that  of  a  barrister. 

Not  having  been  at  any  public  school  or  university,  and 
having  started  in  life  so  very  early  on  his  own  account,  he 
was  still  quite  a  young  man  when  he  had  laid  by  enough 
decently  to  support  him  for  some  years  to  come.  Instead  of 
going  on  to  accumulate  a  large  fortune,  which  was  certainly 
Avithin  his  reach,  he  nobly  put  all  to  hazard  that  he  might 
Invest  himself  in  the  long  robe.  He  is  said  to  have  had  that 
presentiment  of  futiu'c  greatness  Avhich  sometimes  springs  up 
under  very  adverse  circumstances,  and  leads  to  victory  over 
all  obstacles.  He  accordingly  renounced  his  profitable  busi- 
ness as  an  attorney  at  Derby,  and  removed  to  keep  his  terms 
as  a  student  of  law  In  the  Inner  Temple. 
Nothing  I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  can  find  no  particulars  whatever 

his  ipibi'ts      of  the  few  next  years  of  his  life,  and  I  am  quite  ignorant  of 
while  a         ^\^Q  (.(j^irse   of  study  he  i)ursued,  and  the  companions  witli 
whom  he  associated.      Inat  he  was  very  diligent,  we  need  not 
doubt  —  still    mingling    professional    acquirements    Avith    an 
attention  to  more  liberal  pursuits. 

Some  liave  supposed  that  he  now  studied  at  the  University 
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of  Cambridge  ;  but  his  name  does  not  appear  in  any  register     CHAP, 
there,  and  there  seems  no  reason  to  believe  that  he  ever  saw 


this  seat  of  learning,  except  for  a  few  days  as  a  visitor.     Yet  ^  „  jggj 
when  he  became  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  his  Fable  of  his 
flatterers  discovered  that  he  was  descended  from  "  Reginald  at  the  Uni- 
Le  Parker,"  who  had  accompanied  Edward  I.,  when  Prince  versity  of 
of  Wales,  to  the  Holy  Land ;  and  that  he  had  gained  great 
academical  distinction  on  the  banks  of  Cam.     Thus  wrote 
Eusden,  the  Poet-laureate  —  expecting  a  good  sinecure  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery : 

"  Prophetic  Granta,  with  a  mother's  joy,  Fiction  of 

Saw  greatness  omen'd  in  the  manly  boy,  Eusden. 

Who  mad'st  her  studies  thy  belov'd  concern. 
Nor  could  she  teach  so  fast  as  thou  could'st  learn. 
Still  absent,  thee  our  groves  and  muses  mourn, 
Still  sighing  echoes  the  sad  sound  return  ; 
And  Cam,  with  tears,  supplies  his  streaming  urn." 

Parker  was  called  to  the  bar  on  the  24th  day  of  jMay,  He  is  called 
1691.*  And  doubtless  he  beiran  his  new  career  with  greater  ^°  "'^  " 
advantages  —  with  a  far  better  chance  of  getting  on,  than 
if  he  had  been  the  younger  son  of  an  Earl,  and  had  gained 
high  distinction  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge.  Many  attorneys  Advan- 
and  attorneys'  clerks,  whom  he  had  known  on  a  footing 
of  familiar  intimacy,  were  now  desirous  of  pushing  him 
forward,  and  from  his  former  experience  he  was,  when  con- 
sulted, better  able  to  assist  them  in  the  conduct  of  suits 
than  barristers,  who,  after  taking  a  degree  at  the  Univer- 
sity, had  merely  gone  through  the  usual  curriculum  at 
Lincoln's  Inn  or  the  Temple.  The  danger  is,  that  a  man 
Avho  begins  with  the  less  liberal  department  of  forensic 
procedure  may  not  be  able  to  enlarge  his  mind  so  as  to 
jjerform  the  duties  of  a  great  advocate,  and  that  when  jjlcad- 
ing  before  a  special  Jury,  or  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  he  may  dwell  earnestly  on  small  and  worthless  points. 


Intoriii'i  'rc'm])hun 
Willus  Farrer,  Arm 


tageous 
start. 


"I  Parlianu'iit  tent  'Jl°  Die 
[  Maij  Anno  Dui  K'l'Jl,  &c. 
Sob  Due  Rfgino  j 

TlicsaurariiiS  ibm.       J 


"  At  this  parliaimnt,  ^Ir.  Thonias  Parker  (and  others)  arc  called  to  the  15.i 
id  to  be  litter  Hani-ters  of  this  Sueietv,  " 
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CHAP.  This  may  be  the  reason  why,  with  splendid  exceptions, 
attorneys  turned  barristers  are  generally  unsuccessful.  But 
it  is  quite  certain  that,  whatever  was  Parker's  course  of  study, 
he  acquired  a  profound  and  scientific  knowledge  of  the  most 
abstruse  branches  of  the  law  —  that  he  rendered  himself 
a  most  accomplished  jurist,  and  that  he  became  a  consummate 
advocate. 
His  rapid  JJis  progrcss  at  the  bar  was  rapid  and  steady.     Of  course 

theljar.  ^c  chosc  the  Midland  Circuit,  and  in  a  few  years  he  was  at 
the  head  of  it.  Yet  he  passed  others  without  exciting  envy 
or  ill  will,  and  his  brother  circuiters  acquitting  him  of  making 
any  improper  use  of  the  advantages  he  derived  from  the 
early  part  of  his  career,  candidly  ascribed  his  extraordinary 
success  to  his  extraordinary  merit.  He  was  now  designated 
the  *'  silver-tongued  Parker,"  and  the  "  silver-tongued 
counsel."  It  was  some  time  before  he  had  much  business  in 
Westminster  Hall,  but  by  degrees  his  circuit  fame  extended 
to  the  metropolis,  and  he  was  retained  in  most  of  the  great 
causes  which  came  on  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  sitting 
either  in  London  or  in  Middlesex. 
Counsti  for  He  first  attracted  the  attention  of  the  public,  as  counsel 
ant  in  the  ^^^  ^^6  defendant  in  the  great  case  of  Regina  v.  Tutchin,  tried 
Queen  y.  at  Guildhall  bcforc  Lord  Holt,  November  4,  1704.*  This 
was  an  Information  by  the  Attorney  General  against  the 
publisher  of  a  Journal,  called  the  "  Observator,"  for  various 
alleged  libels  upon  the  Queen's  INlinisters,  charging  them  with 
incapacity  and  an  unskilful  management  of  the  navy. 
Parker,  who  was  throughout  life  a  consistent  politician, 
had  strongly  attached  himself  to  the  AVhigs,  and  had  been 
noticed  by  Somers,  Cowpcr,  and  the  leaders  of  that  party, 
as  a  rising  lawyer.  Along  with  Montague,  the  brother  of  Lord 
Halifax,  he  was  now  selected  to  defend  their  partizan.  TIic 
alleged  libels  contained  no  reflection  on  the  private  characters 
of  the  Ministers,  and  the  defendant's  counsel  contended  that 
their  public  conduct  was  a  fair  subject  of  observation ;  but  to 
our  surprise  and  mortification,  Ave  find  that  enlightened  Judge, 
Lord  Holt,  telling  the  jury  they  were  to  consider  "  whctlier 

*    11  St.  Tr.  1095. 
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the  alleged  libels  did  not  tend  to  beget  an  ill  opinion  of  the     CKAP. 
administration  of  the  government  ?"  *     The  defendant  was 


found  guilty  ;  but  he  was  saved  firom  punishment  by  an  ob- 
jection afterwards  taken  to  the  regularity  of  the  Jury  process. 
Parker's  argument  on  this  question  (too  technical  for  the 
general  reader)  is  most  masterly,  and  by  genuine  lawyers  is 
perused  with  enthusiasm,  f 

His  appearance  in  this  case  acquired  him  such  eclat,  that  ^^  ^^  ^^^^ 

1  .  .  -11  •       'c  iTtTi  .         Queen's 

his   promotion  was   considered  certain   it   ever   the    VVhigs  Serjeant 
should  come  into  office.  ?"'.'  ,     , 

mi  -11  •         1  1      •    •  •  .         1        knighted. 

There  was  a  partial  change  in  the  administration  m  the   j      o 

*^  t5  June  8. 

following  year, — when,  taking  the  degree  of  the  coif,  he  was  1705. 
made  a  Queen's  Serjeant,  and  was  knighted.     He  gave  rings 
on   this   occasion   to   Queen  Anne   and  Prince  George  of 
Denmark,  with  the  complimentary  motto,  "  MOiilBUS,  ARMIS, 
LEGIBUS."  X 

From  strong  local  connection,    he  had   been  before  ap-  Returned 
])ointed  Recorder  of  Derby,   and  at  the   general   election,  JJ^.^tfor" 
which   soon    followed,    he   was   returned   to    parliament    as   Derby, 
member  for  that  borough,  along  with  Lord  James  Caven- 
dish.    We  know  that  he  made  a  most  favourable  impression 
on  the  House,  and  that  he  frequently  took  part  in  debate, 
being  a  terror  to  the  High  Church  party,  and  a  praise  and 


*  Some  have  supposed  tliat  Holt,  who  was  a  decided  Wliig,  was  subject  to 
the  weakness  of  a  great  mind,  and  tliat,  to  avoid  the  suspicion  of  partiality,  he 
showed  a  leaning  in  favour  of  the  Tory  ministers  ;  but  I  believe  that  this  doc- 
trine was  then  considered  to  be  law,  and  it  will  continue  to  be  occasionally 
t)ronglit  out  till  there  is  (as  there  ought  to  be)  a  statutable  definition  of  the 
limits  of  free  discussion. 

t  'J"he  admiration  which  has  been  expressed  of  Parker's  argument  on  the 
"  Di.striiic/ns,"  reminds  me  of  a  saying  of  my  deceased  friend  Dlvai,,  the  greatest 
conveyancer  of  his  day,  who  l)eing  asked  by  me  "  whether  the  constant  perusal 
of  abstracts  of  title  was  not  weary  work?"  answered  me,  "  Why,  it  in  sometimes 
a  little  dull ;  but  every  now  and  then  one  meets  with  a  hril/iaiit  clod,  which  is  a 
reward  for  all  one's  labour  !  ! !" 

^  lie  had  a  few  months  before  been  made  a  Bencher  of  the  Imier  Temple 
— whether  by  ballot  I  know  not: 

"  Interins  Templum  ")  I'.'vrliament  tent  decinio  Octavo  die 

Thomas  Walker,  Am/    j.      3Iaij,  170,j,  &c 
Thesaurarius  ibm. 


}r<Vrli,n 
3Ia 


"  At  this  i)arliament,  'Sir.  Thomas  Parker  (and  others)  are  called  to  the 
Beiu-h." 

lie  does  not  appear  ever  to  have  been  '•  Header,"  or  " 'IVeasurer." — L'Otli 
April,  KS'ld'. 
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protection  to  such  as  supported  religious  and  civil  liberty ; 
but,  unfortunately,  there  is  not  to  be  found  the  smallest  frag- 
ment of  any  of  his  speeches  in  parliament  till  the  impeach- 
ment of  Sacheverell. 

Not  being  in  the  cabinet,  he  is  not  answerable  for  this 
foolish  measure.  He  probably  regretted  and  condemned  it 
along  with  Somers  and  the  other  Whig  lawyers,  but  when  it 
was  commenced,  he  did  his  best  to  bring  it  to  a  fortunate 
conclusion.  He  was  appointed  one  of  the  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  Commons.  Burnet,  giving  an  account  of  the 
trial,  says,  "  Jekyll,  Eyre,  Stanhope,  King,  but,  above  all, 
Parker,  distinguished  themselves  in  a  very  particular  manner : 
they  did  copiously  justify  both  the  Revolution  and  the  pre- 
sent administration."  I  must  confess,  however,  that  I  have 
perused  the  report  of  his  two  long  harangues  at  the  bar  of 
the  House  of  Lords  on  the  4th  article,  which  was  as- 
signed to  him,  Avith  considerable  disappointment ;  and  I  can 
extract  little  from  either  of  them  to  interest  us  in  these 
times.  He  contended  that  the  defendant  had  falsely  and 
maliciously  charged  her  Majesty's  administration,  both  in 
ecclesiastical  and  civil  affairs,  as  tending  to  the  destruction 
of  the  constitution. 

Why  those  who  were  of  that  opinion  should  not  have  been 
at  full  liberty  to  say  so,  we  are  rather  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand. But  Serjeant  Parker,  In  the  name  of  the  Commons 
of  England,  upbraids  "the  Doctor"  for  his  rudeness  In  assail- 
ing the  character  of  the  ministers,  and  the  measures  of  their 
government.  He  Is  rather  happy  In  contrasting  the  defend- 
ant's incitements  to  insurrection  with  his  doctrine  of  non- 
resistance.  "  Xot  In  terms  of  htineutatlon,"  said  Serjeant 
Parker,  "  not  as  grounds  of  humiliation,  or  In  a  language  that 
might  become  one  that  thought  the  only  arms  of  the  Chmx-h  to 
be  prayers  and  tears  docs  he  assail  the  government;  but  with  all 
malice,  bitterness,  reviling,  Insolence, — •  endeavouring  to  raise 
In  his  auditors  the  passions  himself  puts  on,  and  pointing  out  (as 
far  as  he  dares)  to  arms  and  violence  Ibr  a  cure:  On  his  own 
principles,  he  ought  to  have  taught  the  people  to  do  their  duty, 
submitting  wholly  to  the  Queen  and  those  In  authority  under 
her,  and  to  leave  the  rest  to  Clo<l:   But,   loUowiug    his  ud- 
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vice,  they  would  instantly  rise  in  a  mass,  and  if  they  did  not     CHAP. 

at  once  restore  the  Pretender,  they  would  forcibly  expel  from  '__ 

office,  and  utterly  crush,  all  who,  on  the  doctrine  of  resist- 
ance to  tyranny,  were  concerned  in  the  Revolution :    Is  this 
sermon  an  exhortation   to   piety  and   virtue  ?    or  is  it  not 
manifestly  a  trumpet  to  rebellion  ?     Does  the  preacher  show 
his  congregation  their  own  faults,  that  they  may  amend  their 
lives,  or  attempt  to  expose  the  faults  of  the  government,  with 
a  view  to  a  forcible  change  ?     The  duty  of  passive  obedience 
is  so  warmly  inculcated  to  cause  the  destruction  of  those  who 
deny  it :    The  whole  discourse  exhorts  to  insurrection,  and 
not  to  submission."     He  thus  concluded :   "  My  Lords,  the 
Commons  have  the  greatest  and  justest  veneration  for  the 
clergy  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  it  is  with  regret  and 
trouble  that  they  find  themselves  obliged  to  bring  before 
your  Lordsliips,   in   this  manner,   one   of  that   order.     But 
when  we  find  Dr.  Saclieverell  stripping  himself  of  all  that 
peaceful  and  cliaritable  temper  which  the  Christian  religion 
requires  of  all  its  professors,  deserting  the  example  of  our 
Lord  and  Master,  and  of  his  holy  apostles,  and  with  rancour 
branding  all  wlio  difi'er  from  him  (thougli  tln-ough  ignorance) 
with  the  titles  of  hypocrites,  rebels,  traitors,  devils ;  reviling 
them,  exposing  them,  conducting  them  to  hell,  and  leaving 
tliem  there  ;  treating  every  one  who  falls  in  his  way  worse 
than  jMlchael  the  Archangel  used  Satan  ;    despising   domi- 
nion, speaking  evil  of  dignities ;    like  raging  waves  of  the 
sea,  foaming  out  his  own  shame  ;  then  labouring  to  sap  the 
establishment,  and  railing  and  declaunlng  against  the  govern- 
ment;   crying  fo  arms.'   and  blowing  a  trumpet  in  Slon  to 
engage  his  country  in  seditions  and  tumults,  and  overthrow 
the  ])cst  constitution,  and  betray  the  best  (^ueen  that  ever 
made  a  nation  haj)j)y,  and  this  with  Scripture  In  his  mouth  ; 
the  Conunons  looked  upon  him,  by  this  behaviour,  to  have 
severed  himself  from  all  the  rest  of  the  clergy  ;   they  thought 
it  their  duty  to  ])rlng  to  justice  such  a  crluilual  ;    and  they 
are  In  no   fear  of  being  thought  discouragers  of  those  who 
j)reach  virtue  and  Jiiety  because  they,  In  the  sujireme  coiu't 
of  justice,  prosecute  him  wlio  preaches  sedition  and  rebellion, 
or  to  have  any  desigu  of  lessening  the  respect  due  to  the 
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clergy  by  bringing  to  punishment  him  who  disgraces  that 
sacred  order."  * 

Serjeant  Parker  afterwards  replied  to  the  speeches  of  the 
counsel  for  the  defendant,  and  of  the  defendant  himself,  and 
obtained  loud  applause  for  the  unsparing  manner  in  which 
he  assailed  them:  —  "My  Lords,"  said  he,  "lam  amazed 
that  a  person  in  holy  orders,  in  his  distinguished  habit, 
before  this  awful  assembly,  should  dare  to  take  the  tre- 
mendous name  of  God  into  his  lips,  and  appeal  to  the  Su- 
preme Being  for  the  sincerity  and  integrity  of  his  heart  at 
the  very  time  when  he  stands  under  such  a  charge,  and  is 
neither  able  to  repel  it,  nor  has  the  sincerity  and  honesty  to 
repent — to  take  shame  upon  himself  in  the  most  public  way, 
and  to  ask  pardon  of  God  and  of  the  world  for  the  sin  and 
the  crime  of  which  he  is  guilty.  I  hope  the  clergy  will  be 
instructed  not  to  preach  the  doctrine  of  submission  in  such 
manner  as  to  prepare  the  way  to  rebellion."  But  by  far  the 
finest  part  of  the  reply  was  the  felicitous  quotation  from 
scripture :  —  "In  what  moving  and  lively  colours  does  the 
holy  Psalmist  paint  the  crafty  insidiousness  of  such  wily 
Volpones  ?  '  Wickedness  is  therein ;  deceit  and  guile  go 
not  out  of  their  streets.  For  it  is  not  an  open  enemy  that 
hath  done  me  this  dishonour,  for  then  I  could  have  borne  it : 
neither  was  it  mine  adversary  that  did  magnify  himself 
against  me,  for  then,  peradventure,  I  would  have  hid  myself 
from  him.  But  it  was  even  thou,  my  companion,  my  guide, 
and  mine  own  familiar  friend.  There  is  no  faithfulness  in 
their  mouths,  their  inward  parts  are  very  wickedness ;  their 
throats  are  open  sepulchres,  and  their  words  are  smoother 
than  oil,  yet  be  they  very  swords  !  Like  Joab,  they  pretend 
to  speak  peaceably,  and  smite  us  mortally  under  the  fifth 

rib.'"t 

Whatever  we  may  think  of  the  Serjeant's  performances  on 
this  occasion,  they  gave  the  highest  possible  satisfaction  to 
the  true  Volpone,  whose  the  impeachment  was; — and  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Holt  having  died  while  the  proceeding  was 


*    15  St.  Tr.  186. 


t  H).  4.--1. 
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pending,  Serjeant  Parker  was  instantly  appointed  to  succeed     CHAP, 

him ; — the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  who  had  been  less   • 

zealous  in  the  prosecution,  being  passed  over.*  According 
to  Burnet,  an  inference  was  drawn  from  "this  great  pro- 
motion ; "  that  the  Queen,  who  had  attended  during  the 
whole  of  the  trial,  favoured  the  prosecution,  "  for  none  of  the 
managers  had  treated  Sacheverell  so  severely  as  he  had 
done  t ; "  but  in  reality  she  had  only  constitutionally  taken 
the  advice  of  her  ministers  while  she  employed  them,  though 
she  was  eagerly  desirous  to  get  rid  of  them. 

Parker  remained  Chief  Justice  of  England  for  eight  years, 
and  it  could  not  be  said  of  him,  as  of  some  popular  lawyers, 
who,  upon  their  elevation  to  high  judicial  office,  have  dis- 
appointed public  expectation :  "  Consensu  omnium  dignus 
imperii  nisi  imperasset."  His  fame  as  a  common  law  chief 
is  not  quite  equal  to  that  of  his  immediate  predecessor ;  but 
this  pi'obably  arises  from  there  not  having  been  in  his  time 
any  controversies  between  the  two  houses  of  parliament,  or 
any  questions  of  great  political  interest  coming  before  him 
for  judicial  decision.  He  Avas  during  this  part  of  his  career 
never  suspected  of  any  sort  of  corruption,  and  the  only  charge 
I  find  brought  ao;ainst  him  is  of  liaving  been  sometimes 
rather  discourteous  to  the  bar.  This  is  not  enough  to  lower 
him  much  in  our  estimation.  Although  I  can  conceive  no 
more  striking  proof  of  a  mean  spirit  than  for  a  barrister, 
when  put  upon  the  bench,  really  to  behave  with  insolence  or 
ill-tcmpcr  to  his  former  competitors  at  the  bar,  it  is  rather 
difficult  for  a  Judge  altogether  to  escape  the  imputation  of 
discourtesy  if  he  properly  values  the  public  time  ;  for  one  of 
his  duties  is  to   "  render  it  disagreeable  to  counsel  to  talk 

*  This  apjiointmcnt  took  place  on  the  13th  of  March,  and  judgment  was  not 
given  on  Sadieverell  till  the  '2;?d  of  the  same  month. — 2  Lord  Raymond,  lUOi). 

f  IJuriiet,  iv.  'J8,5.  De  Foe  thus  jeeringly  addressed  the  High  Churchmen 
on  this  appointment;  "  Vou  are  desired  to  take  i)articular  notice  of  her  Majesty 
having  severely  punished  Sir  Thomas  Parker,  one  of  the  managers  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  for  his  barbarous  treatment  of  the  Doctor,  in  pretending  in  a  long 
sj)eech  to  show,  as  he  called  it,  the  imiiatieiiee  and  su))i'rficial  jingle  of  the 
Doctor's  s])eech.  Her  Majestv  being,  as  you  know,  heartily  concerned  for  tills 
prosecution,  hath  testified  her  care  of  the  Doctor's  character  in  most  justly 
punishing  that  forward  gentleman,  having  condemned  him  for  his  boldness  to 
perpetual  confinement,  l>eing  ajjpointed  to  the  constant  drudgery  of  Lord  Ciiief 
Justice  of  the  (iueen's  Dencli,  a  cruel  and  severe  sentence  indeed  !" 
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nonsense."  Chief  Justice  Parker's  judgments  show  an  accu- 
rate acquaintance  with  his  subject,  a  logical  mind,  and  great 
power  of  illustration. 

He  began  his  judicial  career  with  the  trial  of  Damaree 
and  Purchase,  for  being  concerned  in  the  Sacheverell  riots, 
and  assisting  to  pull  down  dissenting  meeting  houses. 
Although  this  prosecution  was,  I  think,  exceedingly  dis- 
creditable to  the  Whig  government,  I  know  not  that  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Queen's  Bench  can  be  much 
blamed  for  it,  as  we  cannot  suppose  that  he  was  consulted 
respecting  the  manner  of  shaping  the  offence  ;  and  if  it  was 
charged  as  high  treason,  there  were  distinct  authorities  for 
holding  it  to  be  so,  although  most  lawyers  probably  now 
think  that  thereby  the  statute  of  Edward  III.  was  over- 
strained, if  not  perverted.  He  would  have  acted  a  nobler 
part  if  he  had  summed  up  for  an  acquittal ;  but  he  pressed 
for  a  conviction.  In  commenting  upon  the  evidence  in 
favour  of  the  character  of  the  prisoners,  he  said :  "  There  is 
another  unfortunate  circumstance  I  must  observe,  that  we 
are  in  a  time  when  many  peoj^le  were  led  into  a  belief  that 
doing  these  actions  was  a  commendable  thing ;  that  it  was 
a  showing  their  zeal  to  the  Queen  and  the  Cluirch.  And  if 
that  be  the  case,  reputation  and  previous  good  behaviour  ai'e 
of  no  avail,  and  raise  no  presumption  against  guilt.  Dr.  Sa- 
cheverell (I  would  not  reflect  upon  him ;  he  has  undergone 
a  censure  elsewhere)  fell  foul  of  the  Toleration  Act,  and 
these  people,  thinking  him  a  confessor  for  the  Church, 
thought  they  could  do  no  less  than  pull  down  meeting 
houses,  which  they  considered  the  seminaries  of  schism. 
The  doctrine  of  non-resistance,  pronounced  to  be  the 
doctrine  of  the  Church,  is  to  be  propagated  by  resistance  ; 
these  people  will  resist  to  show  they  are  not  for  resisting. 
The  Queen's  guards  are  \o  be  attacked  to  illustrate  the  rule 
of  passive  obedience.  AMien  a  madness  lias  got  among  the 
people,  many  unaccountable  things  will  be  done  by  men  of 
reputable  character.  Those  who  honour  Dr.  Sacheverell  for 
the  things  which  parliament  has  condemned,  might  think  it 
honourable  to  demolish  meeting  houses,  and  to  raise  seditions 
and  r'uAs,  which  are  not  to  be  borne  in  a  civilised  country." 
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Upon  the  law  of  the  case  he  was  clear  and  explicit:  "A  CHAP. 
brothel,"  said  he,  "  is  a  nuisance,  and  may  be  punished  as 
such,  and  being  a  particular  nuisance  to  any  one,  if  he 
enters  to  abate  it,  he  may  only  be  guilty  of  a  riot ;  but  if  he 
Avill  presume  to  pull  down  all  brothels,  he  has  taken  the 
Queen's  right  out  of  her  hand,  and  has  committed  high 
treason  by  compassing  her  death,  and  levying  war  against 
her  in  her  realm.  —  Of  brothels,  so  of  meeting  houses."  Let 
us  hope  that  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  was  ashamed  to  feel 
himself  obliged  to  talk  such  nonsense,  although  backed  by 
the  other  Judges,  and  that  it  was  through  his  merciful  inter- 
ference that  the  prisoners,  though  found  guilty,  and  sen- 
tenced to  a  cruel  death,  were  reprieved  and  pardoned.* 

When  the  change  of  government  took  place  in  the  autumn   Oct.  i-io. 
of  the  same  year,  Harcourt,  wishing  to  continue  in  the  office  fn's^s  ^]^^' 
of  Attorney-General,  and  Lord  Cowper  declining  to  remain   ^ireat  Seal 
Cliancellor,  the  Great  Seal  was  offered  to  Lord  Chief  Justice  Tories. 
Parker,  and  even  pressed  upon  him.     He  is  much  lauded  for 
his  virtuous  self-denial,  and  it  is  sarcastically  observed  that 
*'  he  is  the  first  lawyer  who  ever  refused  an  absolute  offer 
of  the  Seals  from  a  conscientious  difference  of  opinion."  f     I 
am  very  sorry  to  detract  from  his  merit ;   but  in  the  first 
place,   principle  not  considered,   he  would  have  acted  very 
foolishly  to  have  given  up  his  place  of  Chief  Justice,  which 
he   held  for  life,  in   exchange  for  an  office,   the  tenure   of 
which  would  liave  been  very  insecure ;  for  till  after  Guis- 
card's  desperate  attempt,  Harlcy  expected  almost  daily  to  be 
turned  out;  —  and  at  any  rate  such  a  sudden  change  to  the 
Iligli  Church  party  by  the  most  distinguished  manager  of 
the    late    impeachment,   would   have   reasonably  led  to    the 

*  15  St.  Tr.  5'J2 — 703.  No  other  ciown  case  of  any  imj)ortance  came  before 
liini  while  Cliicf  Justice,  and  liis  only  opinion  as  a  common  hiw  .Iiulge  in  a  civil 
case  which  attracted  mucli  notice  was  on  the  question  whether  tlie  word  "jinr- 
cliasc,"  in  1 1  it  12  W.  3.  c.  4.  aj^ainsl  I'apists  acquiring  property,  was  confmed 
to  the  aciiuisition  of  projierty  by  "  liurchase"  in  common  i)arlaiicc,  or  meant 
every  accpiisition  of  pro])erty  exce])t  l)y  "  descent."  Ijeinii  called  in  to  assist 
I,ord  Chancellor  Harcourt,  lie  was  for  fz;ivin<;  the  word  its  iarj^est  sense,  although 
oceurrinjf  in  a  penal  statute,  that  he  mi^jht  elVectuate  the  intention  of  the  le_i;is- 
latuve  in  i>uttin,ii;  down  I'opery.  The  Chancellor  decided  the  other  way;  but 
liis  decree  was  reversed  bv  the  House  of  Lords. —  Rofcr  \.  IliKlclijf'c,  9  Mod. 
KiT.  ;    1   l^r.   P.  C.   !.70. 

-\    Tarke's  "  Court  of  Ciianeery,"  291. 
VOT„  \y.  C  L 
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CHAP,     conclusion  that  he  would  f^ive  his  first  piece  of  preferment  to 
■     the  "  Doctor,"  and  would  have  covered  him  with  such  in- 


famy that  he  must  have  been  treated  contumeliously  by  his 
colleagues,  and  kicked  out  by  them  whenever  they  wished  to 
get  rid  of  him.  The  wonder,  therefore,  is,  that  the  offer 
should  have  been  made — not  that  it  was  rejected. 

Parker  was  out  of  parliament  for  the  rest  of  this  reign, 

and  he  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  the  discharge  of  his 

judicial  duties.     In  prosecutions  for  libels  during  the  Tory 

government,  he  was  supposed  to  bear  very  hard  upon  those 

who  attacked  the  Whigs.     He   had   caused  some  alarm  to 

Swift,  the  most  virulent  of  libellers  *  — as  we  learn  from  the 

following   anecdote    related    in    the  "  Journal    to    Stella : " 

Anecdote      J  -^yas  to-day  at  a  trial  between  Lord  Lansdown  and  Lord 

pic'kin"-  up    Cartcrct,  two  friends  of  mine.     It  was  in  the  Queen's  Bench 

Ills  pen  in     fo^.  about  6000/.  a  year.     I  sat  under  Chief  Justice  Parker, 

of  Queen's    and  his  pen  falling  down   I  reached  it  up.     He  made  me 

Beiicii.         jj  ]Q^y  ]jQy^ .   j^j^j  J  -^yj^g  golug  to  wliispcr  lilm  that  '  I  had 

done  good  for  evil,  for  he  Avould  have  taken  mine  from  me.' 

I  told  it  Lord  Treasurer  and  Bollngbroke.     Parker  would 

not  have  known  me  if  several  Lords  on  the  bench  and  in  the 

Court  bowing  had  not  turned  every  body's  eyes  and  set  them 

a  whispering.     I  owe  the  dog  a  spite,  and  Avill  pay  him  in 

two  months  at  farthest,  if  I  can."t 

He  is  li-  This  threat  Swift  afterwards   executed,  by  inserting   the 

Swift    ^      following  passage  in  his   famous  pamphlet,   entitled,   "  Tlie 

Pul^lic  Spirit  of  the  AYliigs,"  denouncing  the  Chief  Justice 

as  a  favourer  of  publications  which  attacked  tlie  Tories,  while 

he  i)iniished  high  churcli  ])ublications  with  relentless  severity, 

and  as  having  become  a  keen   supporter  of  tlie  Protestant 

succession  after  having  been  a  rank  Jacol)ite:   "I  look  upon 

it  as  a  great  evil  to  see  seditious  books  dispersed  among  us, 

a[)[)arently  striking  at  tlie  Queen  and  her  administration,  at 

the  constitution  in  church  and  state,  and  at  all  religion  ;  but 


*  ]\I()r])hew,  the  publisher  of  Suift's  "  Conduct  of  tlie  Allies,"  liad  !)een  sum- 
moned hefore  the  Cliief  Justice,  tlneatciu'd  with  seveie  jiunishment  if  he  pi'i- 
sisted  in  concealing  the  author's  name,  and  bound  ovei'  to  appear  next  term  to 
plead  to  an  indictment  for  a  seditious  libL'l. 

t  '-'8th  October,  1712. 
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whether  this  remissness  may  be  imputed  to  Whitehall  or  to  CHAP. 

.  ••  CX\I 

"Westminster  Hall,  is  other  men's  business  to  inquire.     As       '    '    ' 


for  the  poor  nonjuring  clergyman  who  was  trusted  with  com- 
mitting to  the  press  a  late  book  on  the  subject  of  hereditary- 
right,  by  a  strain  of  summum  jus,  he  is  now,  as  I  am  told, 
with  half  a  score  children,  starving  and  rotting  among  thieves 
and  pickpockets  in  the  common  room  of  a  stinking  jail. 
However,  I  would  fain  ask  one  single  person  in  the  world  a 
question — 'Why  he  has  so  often  drank  the  abdicated  King's 
health  upon  his  knees  ? '  But  the  transition  is  natural  and 
frequent,  and  I  shall  not  trouble  him  for  an  answer."  If  the 
taunt  against  Parker  as  against  Somers  had  been  that  he  Avas 
"  sprung  from  the  dregs  of  the  people,"  however  ungenerous 
it  might  have  been,  there  would  have  been  some  foundation 
for  it ;  but  the  reckless  invention  of  a  falsehood  seems  neces- 
sary to  give  full  gratification  to  Swift's  malignity.  Well 
might  the  renegade  Whig  say  that  "  transitions  wei'e  natural, 
and  frequent."  —  The  Chief  Justice  wisely  took  no  notice 
of  this  libel,  and  the  Scotch  nobility  would  have  acted  a  more 
dignified  part  if  they  had  imitated  his  example.  Instead  of 
wlilningly  going  In  a  body  to  Queen  Anne  and  insisting  that 
a  reward  should  be  offered  for  the  discovery  of  the  author, 
because  it  likewise  attacked  them,  saying,  that  "  their  whole 
revenues  before  the  union  would  have  ill  maintained  a  Welsh 
Justice  of  Peace,  and  that  some  of  them  had  since  gatliered 
in  England  more  money  than  ever  any  Scotchman  who  liad 
not  travelled  could  form  an  idea  of."* 

De  Foe,  who  had  celebrated  Parker's  elevation  to  the  Do  Toe 
bench,  had  recently  been  oained  over  by  the  personal  clvili-  ,"*1"^''/. 
tics  of  Queen  Anne,  and  being  brought  before  hiui  on  a 
cliarge  of  libel,  the  Chief  Justice  is  said  to  have  expressed 
satisfaction  "that  so  notorious  a  libeller  was  about  to  be 
punished  for  going  against  his  old  friends  and  princi[)lcs." 
This  story  is  higiily  improbable,  but  the  Chief  .lustiee  cer- 
tainly somehow  had  offended  the  Journalist  a  cry  deeply,  for 

*  Tliis  seems  to  liavL'  htcn  tl.c  notion  of  the  I'.arl  of  Salisbury,  wlio,  to  I'ure 
the  extravaganee  of  .lames  I.,  eaiised  to  he  exposed  upon  a  table  in  silver  for 
the  King's  inspection  a  sum  of  money  for  whieh  iiis  ;\Iajesty  had  given  a  written 
order  on  the  I'.xeheijuer. 
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CHAP. 
CXXI. 


His  speech 
at  a  meet- 
ing of  the 
Privy 
Council. 


He  grants  a 
warrant  for 
the  apj)re- 
hension  of 
Jacohites. 


His  con- 
thict  on  ilie 
dcatli  of 
Queen 
Anne. 


lie  was  now  violently  vituperated  in  tlie  "  Review,"  a  peri- 
odical in  which  Daniel  for  a  time  assailed  the  Whigs  under 
pretence  of  going  beyond  them  in  liberality. 

The  Chief  Justice  was  sworn  of  the  Privy  Council  at  the 
time  when  he  was  raised  to  the  bench,  and  he  was  summoned 
to  give  his  advice  upon  the  Recorder's  report  of  capital  con- 
victions at  the  Old  Bailey.  As  he  was  not  a  member  of  the 
Cabinet,  and  on  the  contrary  he  still  avowedly  adhered  to 
the  i)arty  opposed  to  the  government,  we  should  have  thought 
this  the  only  occasion  when  he  would  have  attended  on  being 
summoned,  but  I  am  perplexed  by  meeting  in  Swift's 
"Journal  to  Stella,"  under  date,  April  7.  1713,  the  follow- 
ing entry :  "  At  a  Council  held  to-night,  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Parker,  a  Whig,  spoke  against  the  peace ;  so  did 
Cholmondclcy,  another  Whig,  who  is  treasurer  of  the  house- 
hold." I  can  only  conjecture  tliat  a  general  meeting  of  the 
Privy  Council  had  been  held  for  formal  business,  Avlien  these 
two  individuals,  without  being  asked,  took  this  opportunity  to 
express  their  opinion  on  the  great  question  of  peace  and  war 
in  the  Queen's  hearing."* 

The  last  instance  I  have  discovered  of  the  interference  of 
the  Chief  Justice  of  England  as  a  magistrate  of  police  was 
by  Parker  in  Queen  Anne's  time,  —  to  counteract  the  plot 
that  was  going  on  shortly  before  her  death  to  bring  in  her 
brotlier  to  succeed  her.  An  information  being  laid  before 
him  as  Chief  Justice  respecting  the  vmlawful  enlistment  of 
soldiers,  he  granted  a  warrant,  under  which  one  Kelly  was 
arrested  a  few  days  after  at  Deal  with  five  men  he  had  en- 
listed, bearing  a  pass  from  the  Earl  of  iSIIddleton,  Secretary  of 
State  to  James  TIL,  —  whercu})on  Bolingljroke  was  reluc- 
tantly obliged  to  issue  a  })roclamation  offering  a  reward  for 
the  apprehension  of  the  Pretender  if  he  should  land  in 
England. -j- 

Under  tlie  Regency  Bill  the  Chief  Justice  of  tlie  King's 
Bench  had  important  functions  to  perform  on  a  demise  of  tlie 


*  Chohnondely  for  this  imptrtiiK'nce  was  inimediateiy  turned  out  of  the 
hourvehohi. — Jovrn.  April  8.  171:i.  Parker  luckily  held  "  quanidiu  se  l;ene 
gesserit." 

t  (i  Pari.  Hist.  1.S58. 
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crown,  beiiif]^  one  of  the  seven  official  Lords  Justices  who,  chap. 
together  with  those  personally  appointed  by  the  successor, 
were  to  carry  on  the  government  till  his  arrival.  Upon  the 
summons  of  all  Privy  Councillors  to  attend,  after  the 
Queen  with  a  dying  hand  liad  delivered  the  Treasurer's 
staff  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  Chief  Justice  Parker  im- 
mediately repaired  to  Kensington  and  joined  in  the  mea- 
sures which  were  taken  to  secure  the  succession  of  the  House 
of  Hanover, 

When    George  I.    landed   at    Greenwich,    Chief  Justice  l^«  ^a»"s 
Parker  was  on  the  beach  along  with  the  other  Lords  Jus-  of  Geo,  i 
tices,  and  met  with  a  very  flattering  reception  from  the  new  •''"'^  ^''" 
Sovereign,  Avho  had  been  told  tliat  he  was  a  good  Whig,  and  rians. 
a  warm  friend  to  the  Revolution  settlement.     He,  who  had 
started  as  an  attorney's  clerk  in  a  small  provincial  town,  and 
had  got  on  by  a  vigorous  intellect  joined  with  stupendous  ap- 
plication to  business,  now  showed   in  a  marvellous  manner 
the  versatility  of  his  powers,  by  becoming  a  courtier  and  ma- 
king himself  personally  agreeable  to  George  I.  and  the  Ger- 
man  attendants   who    accompanied    him,   male    and    female. 
Wlicthcr,  like  Sir  Robert  Walpolc,  he   conversed  witli   the 
King  in  bad  Latin,  or  how  he  made  liimsclf  intclbgiblc  to 
the  others,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain,  but  he  certainly 
was  early  a  great  favourite  with  them,  and  they  wished  to 
give  liim  the  (ircat  Seal,- — probably  from  an  expectation  that 
a  new  Cliancellor  entirely  of  tlicir  own  making  would  pass 
whatever  grants  to  them  they  chose  to  ask. 

There  were  intrigues  for  this  purpose  on  foot  so  early  as  IK>  is  raised 
the  snrino;  of  1715,  although  I  cannot  say  tliat  Pai'ker  v.'as    "    n;  pfcr- 
liimsclf  pnvy  to  them,  and  they  gave  rise  to  reports  of  Lord   March  lo. 
Cowper's   speedy  resignation.       Sul)sequently  an  incifectual 
;itt>.Mnj)t  was  made  to  induce  him  to  exchange  his  office  for  that 
of  President  of  the  Council — from  a  ])reteiulcd  regard  for  his 
health — -but  from  a  real  dislike  of  a  Chancellor  who  had  ob- 
jected to  imj)roper  grants  of  honours  and  money.    jNleanwhilc 
Parker  was  raised  to  the  [)eerage  by  the  title  of  Haron  Pai-ker, 
of  Macclesfield,  in  the  county  of  Chcstt'r,  and  the  better  to 
enable  him   to  pupj)ort  this  dignity,   a  pension  for  life,  was 
l)esiowed  npon  hlni  of  I'jno/.  u  year. 
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CHAP.         Being  now  legitimately  restored  to  politics,  he  was  very 

diligent  in  his  attendance  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  took  an 

He  opposes  active  part  in  debate,  although  still  we  have  to  lament  that 
the  Sep-       ^ve  havc  hardly  any  remains  of  his  oratory.     His  maiden 

tennial  Bill.  ,  -r>  •  •  i  i  i  .10  •    i 

speech  as  a  i  eer  is  said  to  have  been  against  the  Septennial 

Bill,  which  surprises  us  much,  as  the  measure  was  supported 

by  almost  all  the  Whigs  and  courtiers ;  but  he  had  either 

been  influenced  by  the  grave  objections  to  it  on  constitutional 

grounds,  or  had  thought  it  convenient  to  show  that  he  could 

make  himself  formidable.     He  called  up  Lord  Cowper,  from 

whose  defence  (as  reported)  it  might  be  inferred  that  the 

Chief  Justice   had  made  a  violent  attack  upon  the  King's 

ministers,  and  had  even  reflected  upon  the  severity  exercised 

towards  those  en2;ao;ed  in  the  late  rebellion.* 

June  24.  'K\\i  Loi'd  Parker  warmly  supported  the  government,  when. 

Supports       after  long  delays,  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  impeachment  at  last 

the  prose-     came  to  a  hearino*.     Lord  Harcourt  havins;  moved,  on  the 

ClltlOll  of  p  . 

the  Earl  of  dcxtei'ous  Suggestion  of  AValpole,  that  evidence  should  not  be 
received  respecting  "high  crimes  and  misdemeanours"  till  the 
articles  charging  "  high  treason  "  Avere  disposed  of,  our  Law 
Lord  answered,  "  that  in  all  courts  of  judicature  it  is  tlic 
usual  and  constant  method  to  o-q  through  all  the  evidence 
before  judgment  be  given  upon  any  part  of  the  accusation  : 
that  though  the  House  of  Peers  be  the  supreme  court  of  the 
kingdom,  yet  it  has  ever  a  regard  to  the  rules  of  equity,  '"^nd 
even  to  the  forms  observed  in  the  Courts  below — which  rules 
and  forms  required  that  the  trial  should  l)e  conducted  as  the 
Commons  proposed  —  and  thus  only  could  the  conduct  of  the 
prisoner  be  satisfactorily  investigated  and  justice  done  between 
him  and  the  country."  He  concluded,  with  the  following  un- 
feeling sentiment  —  little  foreseeing  that  he  himself  was  one 
day  to  stand  disgracefully  at  the  same  bar  as  a  convicted 
culprit :  "  As  for  the  noble  Earl  appearing  at  tlie  bar  in  the 
abject  condition  of  a  traitor,  it  is  but  a  piece  of  fornialitv 
which  docs  him  no  manner  of  hurt,  and  to  whicli  jicrsons  of 
the  highest  rank  have  ever  submitted  to  clear  their  inno- 
ecncc.''t     But  the  opinion  had  l)eo()me  very  general  tliat  the 

*    7  I'arl.   Hist.  •:.0:>,  :306.  f    lb.  486. 
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prosecution  was  oppressive,  and  many  of  Oxford's   former     CHAP, 
opponents  supported  the  motion  which  put  an  end  to  it."  *       ' 


Nothing  ingratiated  Lord  Parker  with  the  King  so  much  as  opinion  in 
the  opinion  which  he  himself  gave,  and  in  which  he  prevailed  ''avour  of 
on  a  great  majority  of  the  Judges  to  concur,  respecting  the  authoritv 
power  of  the  reii^nino;  Sovereio;n  over  his  2;randchildren.   There  °'''^'^  ^''^^ 

,  .         ,  ^  •      ^T   •  11        education 

was  now  such  open  enmity  between  his  Majesty  and  the  and  mar- 
Prince  of  Wales  that  Lord  Carteret  declared  prophetically,  "age  of  ins 
"  This  family  will  quarrel  from  generation  to  generation."  f  children. 
The  Prince's  numerous  children  were  all  in  England  except 
Frederick,  the  eldest,  left  behind  in  Hanover ;  and  the  King, 
to  annoy  his  son,  asserted  the  power  by  his  prerogative  to 
direct  their  education,  and  prospectively  to  dispose  of  them 
in  marriage.  The  Prince  contra  maintained  tliat  by  the 
law  of  nature,  and  by  the  law  of  the  land,  this  power  be- 
longed exclusively  to  himself  as  their  father  and  the  heir 
apparent  to  the  Crown.  Lord  Chancellor  Cowper  would 
not  take  upon  himself  to  decide  the  question,  and  Avrote  a 
letter  to  Lord  Parker,  signifying  the  King's  pleasure  that 
all  the  Judges  should  meet  and  give  him  their  opinion, 
"  Whether  the  education  and  the  care  of  the  persons  of 
his  ]Majesty's  grandchildren,  now  in  England,  and  of  Prince 
Frederick,  eldest  son  of  his  Ivoyal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  when  his  Majesty  shall  think  fit  to  cause  him  to 
come  into  England,  and  the  ordering  the  place  of  tlieir 
abode,  and  appointing  their  governors,  governesses,  and  other 
instructors,  attendants,  and  servants,  and  the  care  and  ap- 
prol)ation  of  their  marriages,  when  grown  up,  do  belong  of 
right  to  his  jNIajesty  as  King  of  this  realm  ?"  Tlie  trutli  was 
that  as  no  King  of  England  had  lived  to  have  grandchildren 
since  tlic  time  of  Edward  III.,  wlicn  the  black  Prince  was 
allowed  to  have  the  care  of  his  son  llicliard,  and  as  no  institu- 


*    Ante,  p.  370. 

t  "  Tliorc  liave  been  four  Princes  of  Wales  since  the  death  of  Anne,  and 
all  tlie  four  have  f:;one  into  hitter  opposition." — I.iir<l  Malion,  i.  :!11.  The 
scandalous  St.  Siuiou  thus  accounts  for  the  dislike  of  the  first  to  tiie  second 
ticortre  :  ''  Jamais  le  Pcre  n'avoit  pu  souHVir  ce  lils,  ])arcei]u"d  ne  le  croyait 
]i()ir.t  a  lui." — Mini,  xwiii.  1  (>7.  Hut  tlie  ])revailinL!;  oiiinisju  now  i-.,  tliat  Sojjhia 
111'  /el  was  rver  a  true  \<  ife. 

L   I.     1 
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CHAP,     tional   writer   had   discussed   the   subject,    the  Judges  had 

CXXl  .  . •  ..... 

no  materials  for  giving    a  judicial   opinion   upon    the   first 

branch  of  the  question ;  and,  with  respect  to  the  second, 
although  the  reigning  Sovereign  had  exercised  a  control 
over  the  marriages  of  the  royal  family,  and  the  contracting 
of  a  marriage  Avitli  any  of  the  blood  royal  without  his 
consent  was  considered  a  contempt  of  the  Crown,  such 
marriages  were  undoubtedly  valid  in  law,  and  the  only 
mode  of  punishing  those  concerned  in  them  was  by  a  pro- 
secution in  the  Star  Chamber, —  so  that  when  this  Court  was 
abolished,  the  alleged  prerogative  was  without  any  means 
Jan.  22.  of  vindication  or  redress.  However,  Lord  Parker,  having 
assembled  all  the  Judges  at  his  chambers  in  Serjeant's  Inn, 
read  the  Lord  Chancellor's  letter  to  them,  and  intimated  his 
own  opinion  strongly  to  be  that  the  whole  of  the  question 
was  to  be  answered  absolutely  in  the  affirmative.  He  was 
able  to  bring  forward  nothing  In  support  of  the  grandfather's 
right  to  have  the  care  of  his  grandchildren,  except  that  "  the 
law  of  God  and  law  of  nature  are  rather  with  the  grand- 
father." But  he  showed  by  various  instances,  beginning 
with  the  match  made  by  Henry  III.  between  his  sister 
Joan,  without  asking  her  consent,  and  Alexander  King  of 
Scots,  that  the  Kings  of  England  had  assumed  to  them- 
selves, and  had  generally  been  allowed  to  exercise,  the  right 
of  disposing  in  marriage  of  those  who,  being  of  the  blood 
royal,  were  in  the  succession  to  the  throne.  He  prevailed 
upon  nine  of  the  Judges  to  agree  with  him;  but  two,  13aruu 
Price,  and  Baron  Eyre,  the  Prince  of  AV^ales's  Chancellor, 
differed  —  returning  for  answer,  that  though  the  approbation 
of  the  marriages  of  the  royal  fainil}-  belonged  to  the  King, 
there  was  no  instance  wlicre  a  maiTiage  had  been  treated  by 
tlie  King  for  any  of  tlic  royal  family,  witliout  tlic  consent 
uf  tlie  father,  and  that  tlie  c;\sc  of  the  Prince  of  Vralcs  was 
no  exccj)tion  to  the  general  rule,  l>y  which  tlie  fatlicr  has  a 
right  to  the  custody  and  education  of  his  cliiklren.  George 
I.  was  exceedingly  delighted  witli  liaving  so  large  a  majority 
of  the  Judges  in  his  favour,  and  lie  ordered  llieir  opinions  to 
be  recorded  in   the  I'ooks  of  the  Privy  Council,  as  a  war- 
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rant  for  the  authority  which  he  was  resolved  to  maintain,      chap. 

.  .  .  CXXI 

He  attributed  this  triumph  over  his  son  mainly  to  the  exer-        " 
tions  of  Lord    Chief  Justice  Parker,  which   may  possibly 
account  for  the  transfer  of  the  Great  Seal,  which  so  speedily 
followed.* 

*  15  St.  Tr.  1 195.  Things  remained  on  tliis  footing  till  tlie  year  1772,  when 
the  lloyal  Marriage  Act  passed,  I'i  Geo.  fJ.  c.  11.  Some  legislation  on  the 
subject  was  probably  necessary  ;  but  the  provisions  of  that  Act  have  produced 
serious  evils,  and  will  require  modification. 
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CHAPTER  CXXII. 

CONCLUSIOX   OF    THE    LIFE   OF   LOUD   MACCLESFIELD. 

CHAP.     Earl  Cowper,  from  whatever  cavise,  having  on  the  18th 
'  of  April,  1718,  resigned  his  office,  the  Great  Seal  was,  for 

Chief  ^  short  time,  put  into  commission  ;  the  Commissioners  being 

Justice  ]\Ir.  Justice  Tracy,  Mr.  Justice  Pratt,  and  Mr.  Baron 
cepts  the  Moutaguc.  The  general  expectation  was  that  the  "  good 
Great  Seal,  old  Whig,"  Sir  Joscph  Jckyll,  who  was  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
with  great  reputation  as  an  Equity  Judge,  and,  enjoying 
his  faculties  unimpaired,  though  well  stricken  in  years,  would 
have  been  appointed  to  succeed  him, —  the  then  Attorney  and 
Solicitor  General  not  being  very  eminent  in  their  profes- 
sion.* But  on  the  12th  of  May,  to  the  great  surprise  of 
Westminster  Hall  and  of  the  public,  it  was  announced 
that  Lord  Parker,  from  being  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  En- 
gland, had  become  Lord  High  Chancellor. f  Lord  Holt, 
Lord  Mansfield,  and  Lord  Ellenborough  refused  the  offer 
which  he  accepted,  and  it  would  have  been  well  for  him  if  he 
had  adopted  the  same  course,  as  thereby  he  would  have 
escaped  the  temptations  and  perils  which  proved  liis  ruin. 
But  I  cannot  condemn  the  choice  which  he  made.  He  felt 
that  he  could  creditably  perform  the  duties  of  his  new  office, 
and  he  might  think  that  he  was  likely  to  do  more  in  it  for 
liis  own  reputation  and  for  the  public  advantage,  than  if  he  had 
remained  a  common  law  Judge.  He  made  an  excellent  bar- 
gain for  himself  and  his  family  —  according  to  which,  beyond 
the  2000/.  usually  granted  with  the  Great  Seal  for  equipment, 
and  4000/.  a  year  salary,  and  beyond  other  profits  and  prc;cnts, 
he  actually  received  the  sum  of  12, ()()()/.  in  ready  money 
from  the  King,  —  and  a  Tellership  of  the  Exchequer  was 
bestowed  upon  his  son.  Three  days  after  his  appointment 
lie  led  a  grand  ])rocession  from  the  Inner  Temple  to  West- 

*  Tvcclimcrc,  tlie  Attorney,  accepted  a  pocrap;e,  and  was  soon  forffotttn. 
Thompson,  the  Solicitor,  was  disniissed  for  a  false  charge  of  corruption  against 
his  coHeatjiie. 

t    Cr    Off.  Min.   :}0.  1). 
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minster,  and  he  was  Installed  In  the  Court  of  Chancery  with  chap. 
the  usual  solemnities.  Afterwards  *,  probably  in  performance 
of  a  promise  made  to  him,  he  was  created  Earl  of  Maccles- 
field, and  it  will  be  convenient  that  henceforth  I  should 
give  him  his  new  title,  by  which,  as  Chancellor,  he  is  histori- 
cally known. 

Notwithstanding    his    high    reputation,    the    old   Equity   Apprchen- 
practitioners  grumbled  at  his  appointment,  because  he  had   chan°^*'-^^ 
not  been  trained  to  draw  bills  and  answers,  and  had  never  practition- 
rcgularly  practised  at  their  bar.     Although  occasionally  he   Macdcs-*"^ 
had  been  called  In  to  assist  them  In  cases  of  importance,  field's  in. 
his  regular  routine  had   been  to  ride  the  Midland  Circuit,  tenetr 
and  to  sit  first  In  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  and  then  In 
the   Court  of  Common  Pleas,  till  he  was  made  a  Judge. 
Never  having  been  Attorney  or   Solicitor  General,  he  had 
never,  even  for  a  single  term,  transferred  himself  to  the  Court 
of  Chancery.     The  consecpiencc  was,  that   although   he    was 
regarded  generally  as  a  "  dungeon  of  law,"  yet  by  those  who 
knew  little  beyond  tlie  technical  rules  of  Chancery  pleading. 
It  Avas  thought  he  never  could  be  made  to  understand  them, 
and,  therefore,  that  he  was  quite  vinfit  for  his  office. 

lie  turned  out  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  Equity  Judges  I>'>'"<1  -"^I'c- 
who  ever  sat  In  the  Court  of  Chancery ;  and  not  only  is  he  „y^,.^^ 
eiititled  to  the  equivocal  compliment  that  none  of  his  judg-  Kqn'ty 
mcnts    were    reversed,  but    his    authority    upon    all    points, 
whether  of  a  practical  or  abstruse  nature,  is  now  as  high  as 
that  of  Nottingham,  Somers,  or  Hardwicke. 

I  am  sorry  1  cannot  praise  him  for  any  correction  of  al.'uscs   IK-  intro- 
in  his  Court.      Vied  would  it  have  been  not  only  for  his  fame  '  ",.''"'  "" 
but  for  his  fortune  had  he  l)cgun  with  making  regulations 
against  the  sale  of  offices  and  for  securing  tlie  money  of  the 
suitors.      Alas  I  lie  was  under  the  dominion  of  a  vice  which   His 
was  an  cfiectual  bar  to  all  sucli  iuiprovonu'nts  —  awviire. 
This  never  seduced  him  to  receive  a  bribe,  but  drove  him  as 
long  as  he  could  consider  himself  protected  In'  existing  usages, 
liowcver  ol)jcc(ional)le,  to  regard  the  accunudatlon  of  wealth 
as  the  great  ol)jeet  of  liis  existence.      Ilence  he  not  onlv  ])ro- 
posed  no  1)111  in  [)arllamcnt  and  Issued  no  (ienei-al  Order  lor 

*    Kltli  Nov.   17-Jl 
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remedying  the  evils  which  must  forcibly  have  struck  him 
when  he  first  examined  the  Masters'  offices,  and  saw  how  the 
interests  of  the  suitors  were  sacrificed  by  the  prevailing 
system ;  but,  for  his  own  benefit,  he  carried  venality  in  the 
disposal  of  offices  to  a  pitch  before  unknown.  When  he 
must  have  been  aware  that  the  South  Sea  madness  had  taken 
possession  of  the  functionaries  acting  under  his  control,  to 
the  peril  of  those  who  were  entitled  to  his  protection,  he 
Avould  not  interfere, —  from  the  dread  of  touching  his  own 
emoluments, — till  in  the  midst  of  his  sordid  infatuation  he  was 
suddenly  precipitated  from  power,  and  (what  he  probably  felt 
as  a  greater  misfortune)  he  was  stript  of  a  large  portion  of 
his  ill-gotten  gains. 

There  were  loud  complaints  of  his  discourtesy  to  some 
counsel,  and  his  partiality  to  others,  particularly  to  Philip 
Yorke,  afterwards  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  which  gave  deep 
offence  to  the  bar,  and  hastened  his  own  fall. 

In  deciding  on  his  tribunal  between  litigating  parties,  how- 
ever, he  displayed  in  every  other  respect  the  high  qualities  of 
a  consummate  magistrate.  We  are  not  told,  and  it  would  be 
idle  to  conjecture,  the  course  of  study  he  pursued  for  making 
himself  master  of  Equity,  or  the  method  he  adopted  in 
thoroughly  comprehending  and  preparing  satisfactorily  to 
decide  the  important  cases  which  came  before  him.  His 
leading  judgments  must  have  been  the  result  of  much  labour 
and  anxiety  applied  to  each  of  them,  as  well  as  of  profound 
learning  and  an  extraordinary  share  of  logical  acuteness. 
They  are  chiefly  to  be  found  in  the  first  and  second  volumes 
of  Pcere  Williams,  who  is  an  accurate  and  skilful  reporter, 
but  unfortunately  is  too  succinct  in  stating  the  rdtlones  deci- 
dendi, and  does  not  do  justice  to  tlic  nictliodical  arrangement 
and  nervous  language  for  wliich  Lord  jNIacclesficld  was 
celebrated. 

I  shall  select  a  few  of  his  decisions  which  I  may  li0})e  to 
make  intelligible  to  non-professional  readers.  An  ancestor  of 
the  late  Sir  Francis  Purdett  devised  his  estates  "  in  ca>e  he 
should  leave  no  son  at  the  time  of  his  death"  to  his  cousin, 
Francis  Ilopcgood,  and  died  leaving  his  wife  pregnant  witli- 
out  his  knowledge  \_/)ricciiic/U  ensienf]^.      She  ga^■e   birth  to  a 
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son — and  the  question  was,  which  should  have  the  estates? —      chap. 
the  devisee  contending  that  the  testator  had  left  no  son  at  the     ^^'^^JT- 
time  of  his  death,  as  it  was  then  doubtful  whether  any  child 
would  be  born  of  the  widow  and  what  the  sex  might  be,  so 
that  the  estates  vested  in  the   devisee,   and  could   not   be 
devested  by  the  son's  subsequent  birth.     But  Lord  Maccles- 
field, after  consulting  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  held  that  the  infant,  Sir  Robert  Burdett,  though  not 
actually  born  at  the  death  of  his  father,  yet  in  the  eye  of  the 
law  had  existence  in  his  mother's  womb  [ventre  sa  mere'\,  —  as 
if  a  pregnant  woman  takes  poison  to  kill  her  child,  and  the 
child  being  born  alive  dies  of  the  poison,  she  is   guilty  of 
nuu-der;    an   unborn    child  therefore  may   take    as    heir  or 
devisee,  and  here  it  could  not  be  imagined  that  the  testator 
ever  intended  to  disinherit  his  own  son*:    So  the  estates  re- 
mained with  the  Burdetts.  —  There  being  a  bequest,  however.   But  not  if 
by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,   of  a  sum  of  money  "  to  all  tlie  f'^*^  '^'.•'i'J  ^- 
natural    children    of  his    son   by   Mrs.   Heneage,"    and    the  mate. 
question  arising  whether  natural  children  born  after  the  will 
should  share,  Lord  ^Macclesfield  held   that  even  a  child   of 
wliich  Mrs.  Ileneage  was  pregnant  at  tlie  time  of  the  will, 
was  excluded,  for  a  bastard  can  only  take  by  its  name  of 
I'eputation,  which  it  cannot  acquire  till  after  its  birth,  f 

An  act  was  passed  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  J,    "to   Constmc- 
oblige  the  Jews  to  maintain  and  provide  for  their  Protestant    ^^.^  "j. 
children,'^    whereby   it   was    enacted,    that    "  if  any   Jewisli   -'^""t'  for 
parent,   in   order  to  compel  his  Protestant  child  to  change  virsion  of 
Ills  or  her  religion,  shall  refuse  to  allow  such  Protestant  rhihl  "n-' Jews, 
iitting  maintenance  suitable  to  the  degree  or  ability  of  the 
parent,  and  to  the  age  and  education  of  such  child,  it  shall  be 
lawful  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  make  such  order  for  the 
maintenance  of  such  Protestant  child  as  he  shall  think  fit." 
A  .lew  had  a  daughter,  Jessica,  who  turned  Protestant.     The 
rich  father  left  the  whole  of  his  o-reat  wealth  to  charitv.   The 


*    Sir  Rdhrrt  Biirditl  v.  Hrpcgnnd,  1    P.  W.  4S(;. 

t  Mctltnmx.  I)u/;f  iif  ntron,  I  P.  W.  ,?_':».  'I'liis  (Uti-ion  v:is  followed  l)y 
ii-  W.  (irrint.  M.  li  ,  in  Kirlcw  U'ihtiv,  17  Yes.  /^L's.  ;  .uul  in  Arnold  \.  I'ristnii, 
-\  Ve-i.  'JS8. 

1    1   Anne   e.  ;>(). 
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CHAP,     daiio-hter,  having  reached  tlie  mature  acre  of  forty-four  5'ears, 

CXXII  o  '  o  _     ^  c  ^  ^  -  •' 

"  and  being  married  to  a  Christian,  petitioned  for  a  main- 

tenance under  this  statute.  There  were  great  difficulties  in 
her  way,  for,  supposing  her  to  be  still  a  child,  it  was  objected, 
how  could  her  father  be  said  to  have  refused  to  allow  her  a 
maintenance,  when  she  did  not  allege  that  she  had  ever  asked 
him  to  do  so  ?  Lord  Chancellor.  "  I  strongly  incline  to  think 
this  case  within  the  act.  The  petitioner  is  the  Protestant 
child  of  a  Jewish  parent,  though  the  parent  be  dead.  Sup- 
pose the  child  of  a  Jew  turns  Protestant,  and  the  Jew  by 
will  gives  his  estate  to  trustees  upon  a  secret  trust,  that  if 
the  child  turn  Jew  the  child  shall  have  the  estate,  and  not 
otherwise  :  as  this  would  be  clearly  Avithin  the  mischief,  so 
every  one  must  wash  it  to  be  Avithin  the  meaning  of  the  act. 
It  is  not  said  that  the  complaint  shall  be  against  the  father, 
nor  that  the  order  shall  be  made  upon  or  against  the  father, 
so  that  this  case  fits  every  word  made  use  of  by  the  legis- 
lature. Suppose,  a  petition  being  exhibited,  the  Jew  had 
died  pending  the  suit,  having  given  all  away  from  his  Pro- 
testant child  for  having  become  Protestant,  doubtless  the 
order  might  be  made  against  the  executor.  Then,  as  to  the 
yyfusal  of  the  parent,  it  is  not  to  be  intended  that  the  Jew 
must  make  an  actual  refusal  in  words,  for  by  that  construc- 
tion the  statute  might  easily  be  evaded.  If  the  Jew  does  by 
his  will  dispose  of  all  his  estate  from  his  child,  this  is  in  law 
a  refusal;  and,  unless  some  other  reason  appear,  it  shall  be 
understood,  because  the  child  icas  a  Protestant.  The  oblisa- 
tlons  of  nature  plead  so  strongly  on  behalf  of  a  child,  tliat 
Avhcn  such  a  case  happens,  some  great  provocation  must  be 
supposed  to  have  occasioned  it,  and  in  the  absence  of  any 
other,  tlie  Court  avIII  consider  the  true  reason  to  be  this  dif- 
ference in  religion."  * 
"  Dyinjr  Lord  ]\Iacclesficld,  reversing  the  decree  of  Sir  Joseph  Jckyll, 

wit  lout        decided  the  famous  case  of  Forth  v.  Chapman,  holdlnnf,  tliat 

ivsiie,    as  J  '  J^' 

!ii)i)lic:i!)le     tliough  a  dcvlsc  ovcr  of  real   property  on  the  first  devisee 
luTMHiir      "  *^b'^^^o  '^vithout  issue"  is  void  as  too  remote,  the  meaning 


fstiitt;. 


*  Vincent  v.  Fcnianilez,  1  P.  W.  5'2-i.  See  other  orders  made  under  this 
statute  for  the  niaiiiteiiance  of  the  chiUlren  of  Jews,  by  Lord  Macclesfield  and 
Lord  King,  1  Sand.  Orders, -lo 7.  r>-24. 
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beinpr,  If  there  should  be  a  faikire  of  issue  at  any  time,  how-     CIIAP. 
ever  distant,  tlie  same  words,  when  applied  to  personal  pro- 
perty,  shall   be  construed  to  mean,    if  the  first  taker  die 
leaving  no  issue  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  therefore  the 
bequest  over  is  good.  * 

A  general  pardon  coming  out,  according  to  the  fashion  of  Persons 
that  age,  on  account  of  some  auspicious  event  in  the  royal  for^aVry- 
family,  with  an  exception  of  *'  all  contempts  and  offences  for  i^s  wards 
which  any  prosecution  was  then   pending,   and   which  had   uiidcr 
been  prosecuted  at  the  charge  of  any  private  person,"  the  g^'neral 
question  arose,  whether  gentlemen  committed  to  the  Fleet 
for  running  away  with  wards  of  Chancery  Avere  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of    it  ?     Lord   Macclesfield  liberated  them  all, 
saying  that  their  contempt,  or  offence,  ended  only  in  the 
punishment  of  the  party  offending,  and  not  in  relieving  or 
redressing  the   prosecutor, —  as  the  marriages,  though  irre- 
gularly contracted,    could  not  be  dissolved,    and  the  wards 
could  not  be  restored  to  their  former  condition,  f 

Lord  Macclesfield  established  an  important  rule  in  favour  ^y^^^'  '^■"- 
of   the   female   sex — that,    though  the  wife's   paraphernalia  "paraijiur- 
r jewels  and  personal  ornamentsl  are  subject  to  the  debts  of  "»•'■»" '^ 

^"  1     11  -1  •  creditors 

the  husband,  she  shall  be  entitled  to  her  paraphernalia  where  have 
those  debts  are  a  charn;e  on  the  real  estate  of  the  husband.  ^'^'^\^'  y 

^  against 

Lord  Chancellor.  "  Paraphernalia  are  not  deviseablc  by  the  real  estate 
husband  from  the  wife,  any  more  than  heir- looms  from  the  "  '"^  **"'* 
heir.  Thougli  the  creditor  may  sulycct  a  specific  legacy  to 
his  debt,  yet  the  legatee  sliall,  in  equity,  stand  in  the  place  of 
tlie  bond  creditor  or  mortgagee,  and  the  legacy  is  relieved. 
If  the  legatee  shall  have  this  favour  in  equity,  inucli  more 
sliall  the  wife  be  privileged  with  respect  to  hcv  parajihenuiMa, 
which  are  preferred  to  legacies.     Wherever  the  creditors  are 


«  1  1'.  W.  C>()L  Lord  Kenyon,  in  Porter  v.  Bntdhif,  doubted  tlie  soundness 
of  tlio  nile  laid  down  hy  Lord  Macclestield  (3  T.  R.  l-l:i. );  but  Lord  Eldon, 
ill  CrDolic  \.  I)e  Vdixlcx,  said  tliat  Lord  Kenyon's  dictum  iii  I'ortcr  \.  Hnid/ii/ 
went  to  shake  si'ttled  rules  to  their  very  found. itioii  ;  and  Lord  I\Iaceles)ield"s 
distinction  must  l)e  supi)Oited,  !)  Yes.  20:5.  'I'his  distinction  will  hereafter  be 
rendered  immaterial  by  the  "  Wills  Act,"  which  enacts  tiiat  "  dyiiiix  without  issue" 
shall  always  mean  (if  ilic  iliiifh  of  tfic  first  taker,  so  as  to  give  validity  to  the  de- 
vise over;   7  W .  -1.  and  1  ^'ic.  e.  '26.  s.  '.'9. 

f    P/iiiijis,  son  of  Sir  Oiustdnliiie   Vhipjis,  v.    Purl  nf  .ln(/h  sen,  1    V    W.  (>'.)(>. 
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siire  of  being  paid,  the  parapJiernalia  shall  be  retained  by  the 
wife."  * 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Justice  Eyre  v.  the  Countess  of  Shaftes- 
hury^  in  which  Lord  Macclesfield  held,  that  where  the  guar- 
dianship of  children  is  left  to  several  persons,  without  saying 
"  and  the  survivor  of  them,"  the  survivor  shall  be  guardian, 
— he  entered  most  elaborately  into  the  whole  law  of  guardian 
and  ward,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chancellor  over  infants 
even  in  the  lifetime  of  tlieir  parents,  expressing  opinions 
wliich  have  materially  guided  the  decisions  of  the  court  on 
this  important  subject  down  to  our  OAvn  time,  f 

Commercial  law  in  England  was  still  in  its  infancy,  and 
the  contract  of  insurance  was  so  little  understood  that  a  court 
of  law  would  have  allowed  a  merchant  to  recover  on  a  policy, 
although  at  the  time  when  he  effected  it  he  had  intelligence, 
which  he  concealed  from  the  insurers,  that  the  ship  had 
encountered  a  storm,  and  was  probably  lost.  Lord  Chan- 
cellor. "  The  merchant  has  not  been  guilty  of  any  express 
misrepresentation,  but  he  has  not  dealt  fairly  in  this  case. 
He  ought  to  have  disclosed  to  the  insurers  the  intelligence  he 
had  of  the  ship  being  in  danger ;  he  feared  that  she  was  lost, 
though  he  had  no  certain  account  of  it.  The  concealment  is 
a  fraud."     Decree  for  the  policy  to  he  delivered  up,  with  costs.\ 

Lord  Macclesfield  laid  down  doctrine  with  regard  to  Ire- 
land that  would  now  raise  a  rebellion  in  that  country,  saying 
tliat  he  would  grant  a  sequestration  to  be  executed  tliere 
"  as  the  courts  of  justice  here  have  a  superintendent  power 
over  those  in  Ireland,  and  a  Avrit  of  error  lies  in  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench  in  England,  to  reverse  a  judgment  of  tlie 
Court  of  King's  Bench  in  Ireland."  § 

When  Dr.  Martin  and  Lady  Arabella  Howard,  his  wife,  v. 
Nuthin,  came  before  Lord  Macclesfield,  he  must  have  been  in 


*    Tipping  V.  Tippinr;,  1   P.  W.  729  ;   rtuhcring  v.  Joluison,  ib.  730. 

f    2  V.  W.    1 02. 

\   Be  Costa  v.  Scnndref,  2  P.  W.   I6'9. 

§  Fri/er  v.  JicrnunI,  2  P.  W.  26\.  I  never  could  understand  liow  this  writ 
of  error  could  have  orifi^inated  ;  for  if  Ireland  were  a  colony,  or  a  conquered 
country,  the  ajjjjcal  would  have  been  not  to  tiie  King's  Bench  in  Englanil,  but 
to  the  King  in  council.      It  was  abolished  by  2:5  Geo.  .'J.  c.  2K. 


LIFE  OP    LORD    MACCLESFIELD.  529 

a  great  agony,  for  this  was  the  last  day  he  sat  in  court,  and     CHAP, 
he  well  knew  the  disgrace  which  was  impending  over  him.    " 


Yet  lie  had  self-possession  to  examine  the  case  deliberately,  ment  on  the 
and  to  dispose  of  it  so  as  to  make  it  a  valuable  precedent,  ""g'"g  of 

parish 

which  has  been  frequently  quoted  and  acted  upon.  The  bells, 
plaintiffs  lived  at  Hammersmith,  very  near  the  church,  and 
were  much  disquieted  by  the  ringing  of  a  peal  of  bells  at 
five  o'clock  every  morning.  They  were  about  to  remove  to 
a  distance,  when  it  was  agreed  between  them  and  the  parish, 
at  a  vestry  meeting,  that,  in  consideration  of  their  erecting  a 
new  cupola,  clock  and  bell,  the  five  o'clock  peal  should  not 
be  rung  during  their  lives  or  the  life  of  the  survivor.  The 
new  cupola,  clock  and  bell,  were  erected,  and  for  two  years 
the  agreement  was  observed  by  the  parish ;  but  at  the  end  of 
that  time,  there  being  a  revolution  in  Hammersmith,  an 
order  was  made  by  the  vestry  that  a  peal  should  be  rung 
every  morning  at  five  o'clock,  according  to  ancient  usage, 
and  the  churchwardens  executed  the  order,  the  peal  being 
rendered  louder  by  the  present  of  the  plaintiffs.  The  Lord 
Chancellor  granted  an  injunction  against  the  ringing  of  any 
bells  at  that  hour,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  a  meritorious 
consideration  executed  on  the  plaintiffs'  side ;  that  the  church- 
wardens were  a  corporation,  and  might  sell  the  bells,  or 
silence  them ;  that  the  ringing  of  a  peal  of  bells  at  five  in 
the  morning  did  not  seem  to  be  of  any  use  to  others,  though 
of  very  ill  consequence  to  the  Doctor  and  Lady  Arabella ; 
and  that  the  agreement  which  was  beneficial  to  the  parish,  was 
binding  on  the  parishioners  and  their  successors.* 

I  ouglit  to  mention  here  that  while  Lord  Macclesfield  was   Contio- 
Chancellor,  the  long  protracted  controversy  arose   between   tween  Dr. 
the   celebrated  Dr.  Bentley,  and  the  fellows  of  liis  college,   i^entiey 
and  that   an  a})plication  was  made  on   their  behalf  by  Dr.    Fellows  of 
Colbateh  for   the   interposition   of  a   royal  visitor  to  be   ap-    //'//'[J 
pointed  under  the   Great   Seal.     Of  this  affair  we  have  the   Cambridge, 
following  anuislng  account  by  Bishop  Monk,  in  his  "  Life  of 
Bentley,"  showing  that  such  applications  to   the  "  Keej)er  of 
the  King's  conscience,"  though  judicial,  were  then  dealt  with 
rather  on  the  principles  of  policy  than  of  justice :   "  With  the 

«  'J  r.  w.  '_'(,■(;. 
vol..  IV.  y\  M 
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CHAP.  Lord  Chancellor,  Colbatch  had  several  personal  interviews, 
■  and,  at  his  desire,  laid  before  him  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
College  grievances,  and  heard  from  him  with  great  delight 
that  it  was  intended  to  advise  the  King  to  grant  the  full  visi- 
tatorial power  to  the  Bishop  of  Ely,  and  that  the  patent  for 
this  purpose  would  pass  the  Great  Seal.  At  other  times  his 
Lordship  intimated  his  opinion  that  the  Bishop  was  already 
authorized  to  execute  those  functions.  His  chaplain,  Zachary 
Pearce,  who  had  daily  opportunities  of  conversing  with  the 
Chancellor,  encouraged  Dr.  Colbatch  with  the  same  constantly 
repeated  hopes  of  his  taking  some  decisive  step  in  this  busi- 
ness. But  Lord  Macclesfield  was  a  politician,  and  an  adept 
in  the  subtlest  arts  of  political  management.  It  appears  to 
have  been  the  feeling  of  the  ministry  that  Bentley,  being  a 
professed  and  active  partlzan  of  the  Whigs,  must  not  be 
abandoned  in  the  hour  of  his  necessity  :  at  the  same  time  it 
was  seen  that.  If  an  absolute  refusal  were  given  to  those  who 
only  prayed  for  common  justice,  the  odium  of  the  Master's  pro- 
ceedings would  be  transferred  from  himself  to  the  o;overnment. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  continued  for  at  least  three  years  to 
amuse  Dr.  Colbatch  with  expectations  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  was  immediately  to  be  complied  with.  It  may  ap- 
pear surprising  that  a  man  of  sense,  who  knew  the  v/orld,  should 
have  suffered  himself  to  be  so  long  deceived ;  but  the  candour 
and  frankness  of  the  language  held  by  the  great  man,  and 
the  confidence  reposed  in  his  designs  by  Pearce,  his  chaplain, 
will  account  for  the  credulity  of  the  Doctor  and  his  con- 
federates." * 
Lord  Mac-  ^^^^  must  for  the  present  take  leave  of  Lord  jMacclesfield 
clesfield  as  in  the  character  of  a  Judge,  and  view  him  acting  avowedly 
,  ,,     "   as  a  statesman.     Though  a  member  of  the   cabinet,  and  a 

Lord  l\L-ic-  ,      ° 

clesCield  in  great  pcrsonal  favourite  of  the  King,  I  do  not  think  tliat  he 
binct ""  ^^  *-'^'  posi'Cssed  mucli  political  influence.  Stanhope  and  Sunder- 
land seem  to  have  broviglit  forward  the  "  Dissenters' Kclief 
Bill,"  and  the  "  Peerage  Bill,"  without  consulting  hun  ;  and 
AValpole  entertaining  a  little  jealousy  of  his  personal  interest 
wltli   the   King  and  the  Hanoverian  ministers,   re})osed  no 

*    Vol.  ii.  79.  SO. 
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confidence  in  him,  and  when  trouble  came  made  no  effort  to     CHAP. 

ex  X  IT 

save  him.     Yet  the  Chancellor  seemed  very  secure  in  his 


place ;  and  being  in  no  danger  from  ministerial  crisis  or  formid- 
able rival,  had  it  not  been  for  the  storm  which  unexpectedly 
arose  from  the  abuses  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  his  chancel- 
lorship Avould  probably  have  been  one  of  the  longest,  as  well 
as  most  distinguished  in  our  annals. 

He  took  his  seat  on  the  woolsack  at  the  first  meeting  of  ^^ov.  ii. 
parliament  after  his  appointment  in  November,  when  he  had  House  of 
to  read  the  King's  speech  to  the  two  Houses,  his  Majesty  Lords, 
having  as  yet  made  no  progress  in  acquiring  the  language  of 
his  new  subjects.  *  I^ord  Cowper  soon  went  into  smart  op- 
position, and  Lord  Macclesfield  is  said  to  have  supported  the 
measures  of  the  government  with  great  vigour ;  but  still  the 
published  Parliamentary  Debates  are  so  defective,  that  we 
know  little  of  his  style  of  eloquence.  The  London  iNlagazine, 
and  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  were  shortly  after  established  f, 
in  which,  under  feigned  names,  we  have  the  speeches  of  the 
most  eminent  debaters  on  both  sides  by  Samuel  Johnson  and 
other  distinguished  men,  who  began  their  career  by  this 
exercise.  Till  then  we  are  confined  to  the  meagre  notices  of 
speeches  to  be  found  in  the  "  Historical  Register,"  "  Boyer's 
Political  State  of  Europe,"  and  "  Timberland's  History  and 
Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Lords." 

Macclesfield  appears   to    have   done  himself  great    credit  J*"  ^'^^-■ 
by  defending  the  "  Quakers'  Affirmation  Bill "  against  the  ti|e 
Bishop  of  Rochester,  who  endeavoured  to  ])rove  that  none   Qua^'crs^ 

J,,     .      .  1111  1      •         1  •  Affirmation 

but  Christians  should  be  admitted  as  witnesses,  and  that  uin. 
Quakers  are  not  Christians.  |  When  Attcrbury's  case  came 
on,  he  successfully  counteracted  a  scheme,  supported  by 
Lord  Cowper,  that  to  create  a  seeming  grievance  the  Bishop 
should  be  forbidden,  under  a  standing  order  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  to  make  any  defence  against  the  Bill  of  Pains 
and    Penalties    in    the    House     of    Commons  §  ;    but     soon 

*  I  do  not  find  any  statement  as  to  tlie  miuiiKT  in  whlcli  the  ceremony  was 
conducted  wlien  the  Kini;  liad  to  deliver  an  answer  to  tlie  address  of  the  House 
of  Lords.  It  must  liave  ai)i)eared  ratlier  ridiculous  if  the  C'lianeellor  first  read 
the  address  and  then  the  answer. —  Si-e  K  Pari.   Hist.  .■>().'. 

t    In  1T;!1  and  17;?'i,  {    7   Pari.  Hist.  9I_>. 

^   s   I>m1.   Ilisi.  '.?lo 
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CHAP,     after,   I  am  afraid,  he  behaved  ungenerously  and  disinge- 

nuously  to  his  defeated  predecessor.     A  committee  of  the 

House  of  Lords,    appointed   to   enquire   into  the  "  Plot," 
presented   a  report  insinuating  that  Lord  Cowper  was  im- 
plicated in  it,  and  he,  in  vindicating  himself,  had  altogether 
Behaves       denied  its  existence.     A  resolution  being  now  carried,  that 
«)meiy'to     the  Lord  Chancellor,  in  the  name  of  the  House,  should  re- 
Lord  turn  thanks   to  the  Committee  for  their  services,  Maccles- 
owper.       ^^j^  pretty  plainly  repeated  the  insinuation  of  Lord  Cowper's 
complicity  :    Said  he,   "  Your  application  in  going  through 
so    many    papers   of   affected  and   studied  obscurity,    your 
candour  and  exactness  in  examining  the  persons  concerned, 
and  in  representing   what  they  said  [this  was  what  Lord 
Cowper  had  most  bitterly  complained  of*],  the  accuracy  and 
judgment  of  your  remarks,  though  subject  to  the  cavils  of  those 
who  are  loath  to  have  the  truth  found  out,  must  give  a  sensible 
pleasure  to  every  Lord  who  has  heard  your  report  read,  by 
enabling  him  to  form  a  satisfactory  judgment  concerning  this 
abominable  work  of  darkness  which  the  actors  have  endea- 
voured to  surround  with  impenetrable  obscurity." 
Enmity  he-        The  extreme   enmity  now  subsisting  between  these  two 
them"           great  men,  is  very  strikingly  proved  by  the  advantage  taken 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor's  detention  at  St.  James's  when  he 
ought  to  have  been  present  In  the  House  of  Lords,  and  the 
attempt  to  fix  a  stigma  upon  him  for  an  unintentional  irre- 
gularity.f     After  a  diligent  search,  I  really  can  find  nothing 
more  respecting  Macclesfield's  proceedings  in  the  House  of 
Lords  for  the  seven  years  which  elapsed  between  his  being 
appointed  Chancellor  and  his  impeachment. 
Lord  Mac-        Durlno-  thls  period,    as   often  as  the  Kinij  went  abroad 
Lord*^    ^     (which  he  did  several  montlis  every  year),  the  Chancellor  was 
Justice  in      appointed  a  Lord  Justice,  and  was  at  the  head  of  those  who 
absence.'"'      actcd  In  the  regency.    The  Prince  had  been  at  first  appointed 
sole  guardian  of  the  Realm,  no  precedent  being  found  for 
associating  the  heir  apparent   with  others  in  a  commission 


*   Ante,  p.  401. 

t   Ante,  p.  5599.,  7  Pari.  Hist.  9G0       I  am  jrlad  to  think  that  there  is  a  better 
feeling  among  Law  Lords  at  the  present  day. 
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of  regency,  but  he  was  now  excluded  from  the  appearance     CHAP, 
as  well  as  the  reality  of  power. 


The  only  political  measure  in  which  I  find  the  Chancellor  Rpsj^ts 
personally  mixed  up,  arose  out  of  these  unhappy  disputes  proposal  of 
between  the  father  and  the  son.      The  resentment  of  the  that  heir  Vc 


eir  to 

King  was  at  last  carried  so  far  that,  out  of  spite  to  his  sue-  ^^/  Crown 

1  IT  o  1-1  T      c   ^'  England 

cessor,  he  proposed,  under  pretence  ot  consulting  the  good  oi  should  re- 
the  nation,  that  hereafter  no  one  should  be  allowed  to  be  ^^^^^^ 

r>  •  .  .  .  .  foreign  do- 

Sovereign  of  this  country  without  renouncing  any  foreign  minions, 
dominions  to  which  he  might  be  entitled  —  not  held  in 
right  of  the  crown  of  England.  The  proposal  seems  to 
me  very  fair  and  salutary,  and  agreeable  to  well-estab- 
lished constitutional  as  well  as  international  law;  but  we 
are  told  that  the  opinion  of  Lord  Macclesfield  being  de- 
manded in  a  conference  on  the  subject,  "  the  answer  given 
by  the  Chancellor  fully  put  a  stop  to  the  measure  as  inex- 
pedient and  impracticable,  and  liable  to  be  followed  by 
dangerous  consequences."*  Had  it  been  adopted,  it  would 
have  saved  England  much  perplexity  and  expence,  and  some 
discredit  in  the  two  following  reigns.  Happily  there  is  little 
danger  of  the  recurrence  of  such  a  state  of  things,  but  for  this 
reason,  perhaps  now  is  tlic  time  to  pass  the  law  whicli  was 
projected  by  the  founder  of  the  Hanoverian  dynasty  in 
England. 

When  parliament  met  in  the  mouth  of  November  1724,  ^laccl 
Lord  Macclesfield  seemed  at  the  height  of  worldly  success, 
with  the  prospect  of  a  long  continuance  of  his  greatness,  stability. 
From  the  union  of  genius  for  legal  distinctions  and  unwearied 
industry,  he  had  acquired  with  tlic  public  the  highest  possible 
reputation  as  a  tludgc,  and  except  by  a  few  ac(puiinted  with 
the  mysteries  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  he  was  sui)posed  to 
be  immaculate,  t      His  levees   were  crowded   by   laity   and 

♦   'J  Cor.  Sir  K.  ^V.   1:3. 

t   No  attention   is  to  be   paid  to  tlie   line   in    Duke  Wliaitoi\'s  satire  on  the 
lawyers, 

"  When  I'arker  shall  pronounce  one  right  deerce," 
as  one  of  the  impossibilities  on  which  lie  says, 

"  Then  sliall  I  cease  my  charmer  to  adore, 
And  tliink  of  love  and  i)olitics  no  more." 

l\ir  tliougli  he   is   right  with  respect  to  I'agk,  and  one  or  two  more,  he  scatteis 

M  M  :i 
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CHAP,     clergy.       At    his    newly-acquired   country  seat,    Shlrbourn 

'_   Castle,  he  exercised  a  splendid  hospitality,  and  he  had  been 

appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  not  only  of  Oxfordshire  in  which 
it  stood,  but  likewise  of  the  adjoining  county  of  Warwick,  in 
which  likewise  he  had  acquired  large  possessions. 

Walpole,  now  the  undisputed  Prime  Minister,  had,  by  his 
dexterous  management  in  the  last  session,  almost  annihilated 
opposition,  and  for  a  time  AVhigs,  Tories,  and  Jacobites, 
without  show  of  resistance,  submitted  to  his  rule.  The 
Great  Seal,  under  such  a  Minister,  was  considered  free  from 
all  the  perils  and  anxieties  which  generally  surround  it.  For 
a  time  all  went  well,  and  another  very  smooth  session  was 
anticipated.  The  Chancellor  might  himself  have  been  thought 
an  emblem  of  the  joyous  conjuncture  which  he  described, 
when  in  the  King's  name  he  pronounced  these  words :  —  "  My 
Lords  and  Gentlemen,  I  am  persuaded  you  share  with  me  in 
the  satisfaction  1  feel  at  the  prosperous  situation  of  affairs ; 
peace  with  all  powers  abroad ;  at  home  perfect  tranquillity, 
plenty,  and  an  iminterrupted  enjoyment  of  all  civil  and 
religious  rights,  are  most  distinguishing  marks  of  the  favour 
and  protection  of  Divine  Providence.  And  these,  with  all 
their  happy  consequences,  will,  I  doubt  not  by  the  blessing 
of  God  upon  our  joint  endeavours,  be  long  continued."* 
Beginning  Whether  Macclesfield  had  any  misgivings  or  fatal  anticipa- 
"^^'A  tlons  respectins;  himself  I  know  not,  but  his  ruin  was  at  hand. 

troubles.  i  o 

In  a  few  days  the  storm  of  public  indignation  arose  against 
him ;  in  a  few  weeks  he  was  deprived  of  his  office,  and  in  a 
few  months  he  was  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower,  under  sentence 
to  pay  a  heavy  fine  by  the  unanimous  judgment  of  the  House 
of  Lords, — while  the  vulgar  insulted  him  with  the  oft -repeated 
saying  that  "  Staffordshire  had  produced  the  three  greatest 
rogues  ever  known  in  England,  —  Jack  Shepherd,  Jonathan 
mid,  and  Tom  Parker!" 


his  arrows  at  random  among  ])olitifal  opponents;  and  there  cannot  he  a  daiiht 
that,  till  the  very  eve  of  Parker's  disgrace,  he  was  as  nuich  respected  as  aiiv  man 
who  had  ever  sat  in  the  marble  chair.  The  Duke  went  so  far  to  jjrove  his  jier- 
sonal  enmity,  as  actually  to  sign  a  protest  against  the  leniency  of  the  sentence 
pronounced  by  the  Peers  on  his  victim. 
*    8   I'arl.  Ili'^t    39(7. 
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Soon  after  the  bursting  of  the  South  Sea  Bubble,  voices —     CHAP, 
at  first  ambiguous — were  heard  whispering  that  great  frauds       '     ^ 
had  been  committed  on  the  suitors  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,   Frauds  on 
and  that  their  money  had   been   made  away  with  by  the  suitors  in 
Masters,  to  whose  custody  it  had  been  intrusted  till  the  inter-   ciiancery. 
minably  delayed  decree  should  be  pronounced.    Rumours  soon  Charge 
became  louder  and  louder,  and  the  Chancellor's  name  was  pro-  Qfan^^^ii''^ 
nounced  as  having  caused  or  connived  at  all  the  abuses  which 
had  been  discovered.     The  whole  government  was  next  in- 
volved in  the  obloquy,  and  the  ever-watchful  opponents  of 
the  Minister  were  ready  to  say  that  such  enormities  could  only 
be  sanctioned  under  Hanoverian  auspices,  under  Whig  rule, 
and  under  that  section  of  the  Whigs  which  had  now  usui'ped 
supreme  power.     Walpole,  with  his  usual  shrewdness  and  de- 
cision, immediately  appointed  a  committee  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil in  whom  the  public  would  place  confidence,  to  investigate 
the  subject,  and  to  make  a  report  to  be  laid  before  parliament. 
Assisted  by  three  Judges  and  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor 
General,  the  Privy  Councillors  selected,  after  an  examination 
of  many  witnesses,  did  make  a  report  which  showed  that  there 
were    serious  defalcations  in  the    Masters'  oflSces,  and  that 
there  was  a  grave  case  of  suspicion  against  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor.     His  Lordship  thereupon,  in  the  hope  of  setting  him- 
self right  with  the  public,  immediately  issued  a  very  stringent 
order  by  which   every  jSIaster  was  ordered   to  send  all  the 
trust-monies  and    securities    in    his    hands   to    the  Bank  of 
England,  in  a  chest  under  three  locks,  one  to  be  kept  by  the 
Master  himself,  another  by  the  Six  Clerks  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  the  third  by  the  Governor  of  the  Bank.  *    But 
this  was  considered  rather  an  acknowledgment  of  })ast  mis- 
conduct ;  the  storm  of  indignation   x-osc  higher  against  the 
Lord  ClianccUor,  and  loud  declarations  were  made  that  he 
could  not  decently  occupy  the  judgment-seat  longer  till  the 
charo-es  airainst  himself  where  investio-ated.   The  Ministry  be- 
coining  afraid  of  being  suspected  of  a  wish  to  screen  a  guilty 
colleague.  Lord  Macclesfield  was  compelled  to  surrender  the 

IVtIi  Deccmhor,  1721.      1   Siuulcrs,   IG.l. 
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office  of  Lord  Chancellor.  Sir  Peter  King,  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  was  appointed  to  officiate  as 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  the  Great  Seal  was  put 
into  commission.  When  the  Lords  Commissioners — Sir 
Joseph  Jekyll,  Sir  Geoifrey  Gilbert,  and  Sir  Robert  Ray- 
mond were  sworn  in  before  the  Council,  it  was  published  to 
the  world  that  the  King  thus  addressed  them :  —  "I  have 
had  such  experience  of  your  integrity  and  ability  that  it  is 
with  pleasure  I  now  put  the  Great  Seal  into  your  hands. 
You  are  fully  informed  of  the  state  of  the  accounts  of  the 
Masters  in  Chancery.  I  earnestly  recommend  to  you  the 
taking  effectual  care  that  entire  satisfaction  be  made  to  the 
suitors  of  the  Court,  and  that  they  be  not  exposed  to  any 
dangers  for  the  future ;  and  I  have  such  confidence  in  the 
faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  I  now  repose  in  you,  that  I  am 
persuaded  you  will  look  narrowly  to  the  behaviour  of  all  the 
officers  under  your  jurisdiction,  and  will  see  that  they  act 
with  the  strictest  regard  to  justice  and  to  the  ease  of  my 
subjects."  * 

Hopes  were  entertained  that  this  proceeding  would  tran- 
quillise  the  public  mind,  and  that  it  would  be  left  to  the 
Lords  Commissioners  to  grant  relief  for  past  wrongs,  and  to 
make  regulations  to  guard  the  property  of  the  suitors  for  the 
future.  But  it  was  found  that  the  deficit  could  not  be  made 
up  without  the  interference  of  parliament,  and  many  were 
of  oj)inion  that  exemplary  punishment  should  be  inflicted  on 
him  who  was  considered  the  chief  delinquent. 

Proceedings  were  originated  in  the  House  of  Commons 
by  a  petition  from  the  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Lord  ]Morpeth, 
guardians  of  Elizabeth,  Duchess  Dowager  of  jMontague,  a 
lunatic,  stating  that  large  sums  paid  to  a  Master  in  Chancery 
on  her  account,  had  been  embezzled,  and  praying  such  relief 
as  the  House  should  think  fit.  A  debate  arising,  it  was 
adjourned  in  the  expectation  of  obtaining  more  information 
})efore  any  resolution  should  be  passed.  In  a  few  days,  the 
tollowing  royal  message  was  bronglit  down  :  — 
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"  George  E.  chap. 

His  Majesty  having  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  suitors 


of  the  Court  of  Chancery  were  in  danger  of  losing  a  con-  j^jpssa^e 
siderable  sum  of  money  from  the  insufficiency  of  some  of  '"•"om  the 
the  Masters,  thought  himself  obliged,  in  justice  and  com- 
passion to  the  said  suitors,  to  take  the  most  speedy  and 
proper  method  the  law  would  allow  for  inquiring  into  the 
state  of  the  Masters'  accounts,  and  securing  their  efforts  for 
the  benefit  of  the  suitors :  and  his  Majesty  having  had 
several  Reports  laid  before  him  in  pursuance  of  the  di- 
rections he  had  given,  has  ordered  the  said  Reports  to  be 
communicated  to  this  House,  that  this  House  may  have  as 
full  and  as  perfect  a  view  of  this  important  affiiir  as  the 
sliortness  of  the  time,  and  the  circumstances  and  nature  of 
the  proceedings  would  admit  of."  * 

Soon  after.  Sir  George  Oxenden  |,  having  made  a  long  Lord  Mac- 
speech  upon  the  enormous  abuses  which  had  crept  into  the  peached""' 
Court  of  Chancery,  chiefly  occasioned  by  the  magistrate 
who  was  at  the  head  of  that  court,  and  whose  duty  it  con- 
sequently was  to  prevent  them,  concluded  by  moving,  "  that 
Thomas,  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  be  impeached  of  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanours."  The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Doddington,  who  said,  "  the  misconduct  of  the  late  Chan- 
cellor was  of  the  most  dangerous  consequence,  since  most 
of  the  estates  in  England,  once  in  thirty  years,  pass  through 
the  Court  of  Chancery."  Mr.  Pultney  and  Sir  William 
Wyndham  took  the  opposite  side,  chiefly  on  the  ground 
that  the  Reports  laid  on  the  table  were  no  sufficient  ground 
for  an  impeachment,  and  that  the  Commons  were  bound 
themselves  first  to  institute  an  inquiry.  But  an  immediate 
impeachment  was  voted  by  a  majority  of  273  to  164,  and 
Sir  George  Oxenden  was  ordered  forthwith  to  })rcsciit  it  at 
tlie  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

When  he  liad  performed  this  duty,  he  bioiiglit  in  a  bill  to   l^^''-  i'5- 
indemnify  witnesses  who  should  give  evidence  respecting  the 

*   8  Pari.  Hist.  41.-5. 

f  Hl'  was  said  to  holoiif;  to  tlio  Lcici'stcrhoiisf  ])arty  ;  and,  certainly,  tlu- 
Prince's  friends  were  eauer  in  the  jirosecntion,  from  tlie  recollection  tliat  Parker 
had  taken  a  stront;  part  against  the  I  leir-a|i|iarent  for  the   Kinjj;. 


1 7'-'.^ 


538  REIGN   OP   GEORGE   I. 

CHAP      sale  of  offices  in  the   Court  of  Chancery,  and  it  speedily 
CXX II  ...  I  J 

^  passed  both  Houses.     Sir  Philip  Yorke  and  some  of  Lord 

Macclesfield's  private  friends  made  a  feeble  stand  for  him  in 

the  House  of  Commons,  on  a  motion  respecting  the  framing 

of  the  articles  of  impeachment,  but  were   defeated,    being 

bitterly  opposed  by  Serjeant  Pengelly,  Sir  Clement  Wearg, 

and  other  Chancery  lawyers,  who  considered  that  they  had 

been  personally  ill-used  by  the  late  Chancellor. 

In  the  Lords  there  was  a  smart  debate  on  the  question, 
whether  the  trial  should  take  place  at  the  bar  of  their  own 
House,  or  in  Westminster  Hall  ?  and  a  majority  preferring  the 
former,  there  was  a  strong  protest  signed  by  several  Peers 
on  the  ground  that  all  possible  publicity  and  solemnity 
should  be  given  to  a  proceeding  of  such  national  importance. 
Those  who  wished  to  render  the  prosecution  effectual,  wisely 
contrived  to  make  it  appear  as  much  as  possible  a  judicial 
inquiry  instead  of  a  theatre  for  rhetorical  display. 
Lord  Mac-  The  trial  excited  intense  interest,  and  although  very  few 
could  be  admitted  to  be  present,  great  crowds  assembled  in 
Palace  Yard  daily  while  it  lasted.  The  charge  not  being 
capital,  there  was  no  Lord  High  Steward  appointed.  Sir 
Peter  King,  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas, 
acted  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  gave  directions 
to  the  managers  for  the  Commons  and  the  counsel  for  the 
defendant,  and  afterwards  pronounced  sentence.  The  Peers 
wore  their  robes.  The  defendant  was  every  morning  called 
upon  to  appeal',  and  had  a  stool  placed  for  him  within  the 
bar.* 

The  trial  began  on  the  6th  of  IVIay,  and  lasted  thirteen 
days,  the  House  generally  sitting  from  ten  in  the  morning 
till  nine  in  the  evening,  with  adjournments,  during  pleasure, 
for  refreshment.  The  principal  managers  for  the  Commons 
were  Sir  Clement  Wearg,  Solicitor  General,  ]Mr.  Dodington, 
Mr.  Onslow,  and  Lord  jNlorpeth.  Lord  ^Macclesfield  was 
defended  by  Serjeant  Probyn,  Dr.  Sayer,  and  ]Mr.  Strange. 
He  himself  took  an  active  ])art  in  cross-examining  the  wit- 

*  When  referred  to  during  tlie  trial,  he  was  designated  "  The  nohle  Earl 
within  the  bar."  Peers  on  trial  tor  treason  or  felony  are  placed  outside  the 
bar. 
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nesses,  and  arffuing  points  of  law,  and,  after  his  counsel  had     CHAP. 

been  fully  heard,  he  addressed  the  House  on  the  whole  of  the 

case. 

The  twenty-one  Articles  of  Impeachment,  in  substance.  Articles  of 
charged  him  with  selling  masterships  in  Chancery  when  the  ^en^u'^ 
office,  being  vacant,  was  in  his  own  gift ;  with  receiving 
large  sums  of  money  for  agreeing  to  the  sale  and  transfer  of 
masterships  from  one  Master  to  another ;  with  receiving  a 
large  sum  of  money  for  agreeing  to  a  sale  and  transfer  of  the 
office  of  clerk  of  the  custodies  ;  with  conniving  at  the  frau- 
dulent practice  of  Masters  paying  for  their  places  out  of  the 
suitors'  money  in  their  hands ;  with  trying  to  conceal  the 
delinquencies  of  an  insolvent  Master,  who  had  absconded ; 
with  encouraging  the  Masters  to  traffic  with  trust  money, 
and  with  advising  them  to  conceal  the  frauds  they  had  com- 
mitted. 

The  formal  "  Answer"  put  in  by  the  defendant  disclaimed 
all  corruption,  and  I'clied  on  law  and  usage. 

I  will  present  to  the  reader  a  little  specimen  of  the  open-  Speech  of 
ing  of  the  managers :  "  Will  example  plead  for  him  ?  nagers. 
Surely,  my  Lords,  there  are  none  such  :  or  if  there  Avere, 
what  would  that  be  but  to  defend  crimes  by  tlicir  own  black- 
ness and  malignity  ?  as  if  a  distemper  were  not  to  admit  of 
any  remedy,  because  it  is  general  and  contagious.  But  sup- 
posing, for  argument's  sake,  there  have  been  great  persons, 
his  predecessors,  who  have  ventured  upon  small  presents  and 
gifts  on  such  occasions,  does  it  follow,  with  any  colour 
or  pretence  of  reasoning,  those  having  been  confined 
within  the  bounds  of  moderation,  that  the  extortion  of  ex- 
orbitant sums  to  connive  at  outrageous  oppressions,  exceed- 
ing almost  the  fears  of  the  oppressed  themselves,  sliould 
take  shelter  under  the  poor  plea  of  precedent  ?  AVhcnce 
comes  it,  that  example  should  have  all  tlie  beauty  of  an 
angel  where  it  should  l)e  shunned,  and  all  tlie  deformity  of 
a  fiend  wliere  it  should  1)0  followed?  Happy  had  it  been  for 
hiin  who  now  excites  our  })ity  as  well  as  our  indignation, 
happy  for  the  widows  and  fatherless  whom  liis  misconduct 
has  reduced  to  want,  had  he  cojjicd  his  renowned  prede- 
cessors in   their  wise  and  u])right  administration  of  justice. 
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CHAP.  To  what  a  low  ebb  would  the  virtue  and  reputation  of  this 
CXXI I  •  ...  .       . 
'_  nation  be  reduced,   if  impunity  could  justify  offences,  and 


bribery  should  be  called  the  fashion  of  the  age  ?  His  Lord- 
ship, in  his  answer  to  the  articles  of  impeachment,  says,  '  he 
did  not  sell  offices ;  and  that  he  only  received  presents  from 
the  persons  on  whom  the  offices  were  conferred.'  There 
probably  may  be  a  diffisrence  between  a  present  and  a  price ; 
if  there  is,  it  is  the  latter  his  Lordship  is  charged  with 
taking ;  a  price  fixed  by  his  Lordship,  insisted  upon,  haggled 
for,  and  unwillingly  paid  by  the  purchaser.  Unfortunately, 
the  price  was  greater  than  could  possibly  be  given  by  one 
who  was  to  be  contented  with  the  fair  profits  of  the  office, 
as  Avas  well  known  by  the  recipient,  who,  to  make  amends  to 
the  purchasers,  connived  at  their  paying  that  extravagant 
price  from  the  money  of  the  suitors  with  which  they  were 
intrusted  ;  and  indulged  them,  and  encouraged  them,  and 
compelled  them,  to  hazard  the  rest  of  that  money  in  specu- 
lations which  turned  out  to  be  disastrous.  Against  apparent 
extortioners  and  robbers  we  guard  ourselves  with  a  caution 
proportionable  to  the  infamy  of  their  characters ;  but  when 
the  sanctity  of  the  laws  and  the  ensigns  of  authority,  de- 
signed to  defend  and  protect  us,  are  made  use  of  to  invite  us 
into  ruin,  how  sure  and  extensive  must  that  ruin  be  ?  My 
Lords,  the  Commons  have  beheld,  witli  the  deepest  concern, 
such  corrupt  practices  in  this  high  Court  —  such  as  have  de- 
formed the  beauty  of  justice.  The  first  magistrate  in  the 
state,  who  is  invested  with  an  extraordinary  power  to  detect 
and  punish  fraud,  becomes  himself  its  fabricator  and  its 
patron.  The  guardian  of  orphans  has  proved  their  oj)pressor. 
The  Keeper  of  the  King's  conscience  prostitutes  liis  own. 
He  who  ought  to  reform  abuses  and  amend  the  laws  spends 
liis  days  and  nights  in  an  ignominious  traffic  with  the  best 
bidder.  He  who  ought  almost  to  be  revered  as  a  superior 
being  above  human  frailty,  and  only  presented  to  tlic  imagin- 
ation as  dealing  out  blessings,  is  actually  beheld  enn)loying 
tlic  scales  of  justice  in  the  business  of  a  usurer." 
Evidence.  The  evidence  was  very  long,  and  clearly  established  that 

Lord  Macclesfield   liad  sold  masterships  through  liis  agent, 
I'etcr  ( 'ottinirham :  that  he  had  received  sums  for  consentinir 
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to  the  transfer  of  others;  that  this  mode  of  disposing  of  the     CHAP. 

office  of  master  led  to  great  abuse ;  that  in  several  instances  '_ 

the  suitors  had  suifered  from  the  master  becoming  insolvent, 
and  that  Lord  Macclesfield  had  taken  great  pains  to  conceal 
these  abuses  and  losses  from  the  public. 

I  will  give  from  the  examination  of  one  or  two  of  the  prin- 
cipal witnesses  a  specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  in  days  of 
yore  such  negotiations  were  conducted :  Master  Bennet  had 
agreed  with  Master  Hiccocks  to  buy  his  office  from  him  on  ob- 
taining the  necessary  consent  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  the 
transfer.  Being  now  compelled  under  the  indemnity  act  to  dis- 
close all  that  passed,  he  said,  "  I  applied  to  Mr.  Cottingham  Transfer  of 
and  desired  him  to  let  me  know  my  Lord  Chancellor's  thoughts,  ship, 
whether  he  approved  of  me  to  succeed  Mr.  Hiccocks?  Soon 
after  that  he  told  me  he  had  acquainted  my  Lord  with  the 
message,  and  my  Lord  ex})ressed  himself  with  a  great  deal  of 
respect  for  my  father,  and  was  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  do 
me  a  favour  and  kindness,  and  that  he  had  no  objection  in 
the  world  to  me— but  that  'there  was  a  present  expected, 
and  that  he  did  not  doubt  but  I  knew  that ; '  I  answered,  '  I 
had  heard  there  was,  and  I  was  willing  to  do  what  was  usual ; ' 
I  desired  to  know  what  Avould  be  expected ;  he  said  '  he 
could  name  no  sum,  and  I  might  apjily  to  my  brother  a 
master,  and  INIastcr  (lodfrcy  who  had  recommended  me,  and 
they  would  tell  me  what  was  proper  to  offer.'  I  returned  to 
Mr.  Cottingham  and  told  hhu  '  I  had  talked  with  them  about 
it,  and  their  opinion  was  1000/.  was  sufficient  for  me  to  oflcr, 
but  I  would  not  stand  for  guineas.'  L^pon  this  ]Mr.  Cotting- 
ham shook  his  head,  and  said,  '  That  won't  do,  ]Mr.  Bennet, 
you  must  be  better  advised  ;'  '  Why,'  said  I, '  won't  tliat  do  ? 
I  think  it  is  a  noble  present.'  Says  he,  'a  great  deal  more 
has  been  given  ;'  Says  I,  '  I  am  sure  my  brother  did  not  give 
so  mucli,  and  I  desire  you  to  acquaint  my  Lord  with  the 
proposal.'  Says  he,  '  I  don't  care  to  go  with  that  proposal ; 
you  may  find  soniel)ody  else  to  go.'  Says  I,  '  I  don't  know 
whom  to  npply  to.'  Says  he,  '  iSIr.  liennet,  sure  you  won't 
go  to  lower  tlie  price  ;  I  can  assure  you  ^Ir.  Kynaston  gave 
1500  guineas.'  Says  T,  'only  acquaint  my  Lord  with  it, 
and  if  he  insists  on  more    I   will  consider  of  it.'     Says  he. 
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CHAP.      « there  is  no  haggling  with  my  Lord ;  if  you  refuse  it,  I  don't 

[_  know  the  consequence ;  he  may  resent  it  so  as  not  to  admit 

you  at  all.'  Then  I  began  to  consider,  and  was  loth  to  lose 
the  office,  and  told  him  '  I  would  give  1500/.'  He  said  '  Mr. 
Kynaston  had  given  guineas.'  Then  I  asked  'whether  it 
must  be  in  gold  ? '  He  said,  '  in  what  way  you  will,  so  it  be 
guineas.'  On  the  1st  of  June  he  desired  me  *to  come  im- 
mediately, and  to  come  alone  and  bring  nobody  with  me,  for 
my  Lord  would  swear  me  in  that  morning.'  Accordingly  I 
went,  and  the  fii'st  question  Mr.  Cottingham  asked  me  was 
*if  I  had  brought  the  money?'  I  told  him,  'to  be  sure,  I 
should  not  come  without  it.'  He  asked  me  '  what  it  was  in?' 
I  told  him  '  in  bank  bills,  one  of  1000/.  and  the  other  575/.' 
He  took  them  up  and  carried  them  to  my  Lord :  he  returned 
and  told  nie  '  my  Lord  was  ready  to  admit  me.'  I  was  car- 
ried up  stairs,  and  in  his  bed  chamber  was  I  sworn  as  Master.'  " 
The  witness  admitted  that  he  neither  should  nor  could  have 
bought  the  place  if  he  had  not  been  to  pay  for  it  with  the 
money  of  the  suitors  as  he  did. 
Sale  of  a  A  Still  more  amusing  scene    is    presented  to   us  by   the 

evidence  of  Master  Elde,  who  was  to  pay  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor a  much  larger  sum  as  the  office  was  vacant  by  death, 
and  who  was  imprudent  enough  to  carry  a  considerable 
portion  of  it  in  specie.  In  this  instance  tlie  brokership  of 
Cottingham  was  at  first  dispensed  with,  and  the  Chancellor 
in  person  saw  and  dealt  with  the  })urchaser,  who  swore  as 
follows: — ■"  His  Lordship  said  '  he  had  no  manner  of  ob- 
jection to  me ;  he  had  known  me  a  considerable  time,  and  he 
believed  I  should  make  a  uood  officer.'  He  desired  me  '  to 
co7isider  of  it,  and  to  come  to  him  again.'  I  came  again  in  a 
day  or  two,  and  told  him  '  Iliad  considered  of  it,  and  if  his 
Lordship  would  admit  me  I  would  mike  him  a  present  of 
4000/.  or  5000/.;'  I  cannot  say  which  of  tlie  two,  but  I 
believe  it  was  5000/.  My  Lord  said,  '  Thee  and  I,'  or  '  you 
and  I  (my  Lord  was  pleased  to  treat  me  as  a  friend),  must 
not  make  bargains.'  He  said  '  if  I  was  desirous  to  have  the 
office  he  would  treat  with  me  in  a  different  manner  than  he 
would  with  any  man  living.'  I  spoke  to  j\Ir.  Cottingham, 
meeting  liim  in  AVestminster  Hall,  and  told  him  '  I  had  been 
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at  my  Lord's,  and  ray  Lord  was  pleased  to  speak  very  kindly  CHAP, 
to  me,  and  I  had  proposed  to  give  him  5000/.'  Mr.  Cot- 
tingham  answered,  — '  Guineas  are  handsomer  !!!'  I  im- 
mediately went  to  my  Lord's,  being  willing  to  get  into  the 
office  as  soon  as  I  could.  I  did  carry  with  me  5000  guineas 
in  gold  and  bank  notes.  I  had  the  money  in  my  chambers, 
but  did  not  know  how  to  convey  it;  —  it  was  a  great  burthen 
and  weight,  but  recollecting  I  had  a  basket  in  my  chambers, 
I  put  the  guineas  into  the  basket,  and  the  notes  with  them. 
I  went  in  a  chair,  and  took  the  basket  with  me  in  my  chair. 
"When  I  came  to  my  Lord's  house  I  saw  Mr.  Cottingham 
there,  and  gave  him  the  basket,  and  desired  him  to  carry  it 
up  to  my  Lord.  I  saw  him  go  up  stairs  with  the  basket,  and 
when  he  came  down  he  intimated  to  me  that  he  had  delivered 
it.  When  I  was  admitted,  my  Lord  invited  me  to  dinner 
and  some  of  my  friends  with  me,  and  he  was  pleased  to  treat 
me  and  some  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  a  very 
handsome  manner.  1  was  after  dinner  sworn  in  before  them. 
Some  months  after  I  spoke  to  my  Lord's  gentleman,  and 
desire  1  liim  if  he  saw  such  a  basket,  that  he  would  give  it  me 
back.      He  did  so,  hut  no  money  was  returned  in  it." 

Next,  I  will  give  an  extract  from  the  evidence  of  blaster 
Thurston.  —  He  had  agreed  with  Cottingham  to  buy  a 
mastership  for  5000  guineas,  and  being  introduced  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  had  a  promise  that  he  should  be  admitted 
in  a  few  days,  but  a  difficulty  arose  from  an  inquiry  into  his 
character  and  sufficiency  for  the  office,  insomuch  that  his 
admission  was  postponed,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  entered 
into  a  treaty  for  disposing  of  the  office  to  another  purchaser,  — 
"which"  said  he,  "gave  me  an  uneasiness  and  put  me  upon 
an  expedient  that  since  I  could  not  have  ready  access  to  so 
great  a  ])erson  as  his  Lordship,  I  went  to  Kensington  one  i}ril)e  to 
morning  to  wait  upon  the  Countess  of  ^Macclesfield,  and  upon  \!J,y\  '^'^" 
sending  up  my  name  and  tliat  I  desired  to  speak  with  her,  in 
a  sliort  time  1  had  the  honour  of  seeing  Iicr,  and  acquainted 
lier  that  I  was  tlie  ])erson  that  my  Lord  had  promised  tlie 
office  to,  and  I  desired  her  to  intercede  with  my  I^ord  that  I 
might  be  s])ec(lilv  sworn  in.  Her  Ladyship  said,  '  She 
never  did  meddle  in  any  afi'airs  of  a  pnblic  nature.'     1  used 
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CHAP,     several  arguments  with  her,  as  that  *  the  thing  was  now  public 
CXXII  .  .  .  .  . 

and  in    print,   and  it   would  be  a  great   disappointment   to 

me  and  might  affect  my  character  if  my  Lord  did  not  think 
fit  to  admit  me,'  and  I  acquainted  her  Ladyship  that  '  I  did 
not  expect  or  desire  to  come  in  without  the  due  present  that 
is  always  esteemed  the  perquisite  of  the  Great  Seal.'  Her 
Ladyship  was  prevailed  upon  to  promise  *she  would  write  a 
letter  and  acquaint  my  Lord  Chancellor  with  it.'  Before  I 
went  away  from  the  room  where  I  had  the  honour  to  be 
with  the  lady,  I  did  leave  upon  the  table  bank  notes  to  the 
value  of  5250/."—  Q.  "  How  were  they  directed?"—^.  "  I 
directed  them  to  the  Countess  of  Macclesfield."  — 
Q.  "  How  soon  after  were  you  admitted?"  —  A.  "Within 
two  or  three  days  at  farthest  I  was  admitted  and  sworn  in." 
The  witness  then  goes  on  to  state  that,  from  the  misconduct 
of  his  predecessor,  Master  Borret,  which  could  not  have  been 
unknown  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  he  found  the  office  in  a 
state  of  the  most  dreadful  confusion,  the  money  of  the  suitors 
for  which  he  became  responsible  having  been  abstracted,  and 
he  says,  that  if  he  had  been  fully  aware  of  the  whole  truth, 
"  instead  of  giving  5000  guineas  for  the  appointment,  he 
would  have  given  5000  guineas  to  avoid  it."  He  added, 
however,  "  that  some  months  after,  and  shortly  before  the 
complaints  against  the  Lord  Chancellor  broke  out.  Lady 
Macclesfield  sent  for  him,  and  returned  him  3250/.,  saying 
'  she  did  not  know  he  had  left  so  large  a  present,  —  that  it  was 
too  large  a  present,  ^ — that  she  was  afraid  my  Lord  Chan- 
cellor would  come  to  the  knowledge  of  it,  —  tliat  the  largest 
part  must  be  taken  back,  and  that  she  would  approi)riate  the 
rest  to  her  own  use.'" 
State  of  Godfrey,  another  witness,  gives  a  most  lamentable  account 

lefs  office,  of  the  state  in  which  he  found  the  oiiice  of  Master  Bor- 
ret, who  seems  to  have  died  suddenly:  — "  We  found  his 
papers  in  great  confusion,  lying  without  any  method  or  order. 
We  collected  them  as  well  as  we  could,  and  what  thinffs  we 
found  of  value  or  l)elonging  to  the  suitors  as  Goldsmith's 
notes,  we  put  them  on  a  file,  and  that  file,  together  with  other 
little  moveables  we  found  belonging  to  him,  as  rings  and  a 
watch,  Avere  all  put  in  a  bag,  and  we  put  them  into  a  trunk, 
and  locked  them  up,  and  tluy  are  now  at  niv  liouse."     Master 
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Borret  had  speculated  deeply  in  the  South   Sea,  with   the     CHAP. 
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suitors'  money  in    his  hands,  and  thinking  at  one  time  to    ' 

increase  the  amount  twenty  fold  for  his  own  benefit,  the 
whole  of  it  was  lost.  Master  Dormer  and  other  Masters  had 
followed  his  example  with  the  like  hopes  and  the  like  result.  * 
When  the  defalcations  were  first  discovered,  it  was  proved 
that  the  Chancellor  compelled  all  the  Masters,  under  a  threat 
of  depriving  them  of  the  use  of  the  suitors'  money,  to  con- 
tribute to  make  them  up,  but  from  the  increasing  amount 
reparation  and  concealment  became  impossible. 

The  managers  having  finished  their  evidence  on  all  the  Speech  of 
articles,  and  summed  up  at  great  length,  the  counsel  for  the  the  defend- 
defendant  thus  addressed  the  House :  —  "  The  greatest  respect  »"*• 
must  be  shown  for  a  prosecution  by  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  but  (with  all  respect  be  it  spoken)  tliey  have  in  this 
instance  mistaken  their  course,  and  instead  of  proceeding 
legislatively  to  remedy  a  defective  state  of  the  law,  and 
asking  your  Lordships  to  concur  with  them  in  prospectively 
amending  a  system  which  is  supposed  to  lead  to  abuse,  they 
have  been  misled  by  public  clamour  to  appeal  to  this  House 
as  a  court  of  justice,  and  to  call  for  punishment  where  there 
has  been  no  offence.  The  managers  have  utterly  failed  in 
making  out  the  inflamed  and  exaggerated  case  which  they 
opened,  and  we  might  avcU  contend  that  the  moderate  sums 
which  were  spontaneously  given  to  the  noble  Earl  within 
the  bar,  by  the  competent  and  respectable  persons  who  were 
appointed  l)y  him  to  be  blasters  in  Chancery,  were  "  presents" 
only.  Yet,  assuming  that  they  were  the  "price"  received 
u})on  the  sale  of  offices,  he  must  be  acquitted,  unless  the  sale 
of  these  offices  was  forbidden  by  the  conmion  law,  or  is  con- 
trary to  an  act  of  parliament.  There  is  no  pretence  for 
saying  that  it  Is  Dudinn  in  sc,  —  that  the  practice  is  so  much 
against  morality  and  sound  })olicy  that  it  cannot  be  endured 
in  any  well  regulated  state.  He  that  has  an  office  in  his  gift, 
if  he  takes  care  that  the  duties  of  it  are  faithfully  performed, 
may  dis])ose  ol"  it  as  he  may  of  any  thing  else  that  is  valuable, 

•  It  is  well  for  tho  MmsIlts  tli.it  tlioy  are  no  lonircr  e.\p()M.'d  to  sucli  teii)i)ta- 
tioiis,  or  it  inii;lit  have  lu'cn  su«-pectc<i  that  they  engaged  in  "  Railroad  specu- 
lations"-—  as  seducing  as  the  "  Sonth  Sea." 

VOI-.  n  .  N  N 
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CHAP,  on  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  himself  and 
'  the  person  on  whom  it  is  to  be  bestowed.  The  receiving  of 
A  D  1725  nnoiiGy  for  it  is  no  act  of  injustice  to  the  person  appointed, 
for  he  had  no  right  to  it,  and  his  advancement  is  owing  to  the 
favour  of  him  who  has  the  power  of  nomination.  If  the 
office  be  vahiable,  so  is  the  right  of  nomination  to  it, —  which 
may  be  considered  part  of  the  estate  of  that  person  to  whom 
it  belongs.  Of  whatever  nature  the  offence  may  be,  the  con- 
sequence does  not  follow  that  its  duties  will  not  be  adequately 
performed  because  a  consideration  has  been  paid  for  it.  The 
Roman  Civil  Law,  the  great  fountain  of  justice,  which  hu- 
manised the  barbai'oiis  hordes  of  the  North,  permitted  the 
sale  of  offices.  In  France  justice  is  administered  with  great 
purity,  and  her  Parliaments  boast  of  magistrates  equal  in 
learning  and  integrity  to  any  that  have  ever  graced  the 
bench  in  Westminster  Hj^ll ;  yet  in  that  country  the  highest 
judicial  offices  may  be  transmitted  to  heirs,  or  may  be  resigned 
during  life  to  a  purchasing  successor.  Our  own  records 
present  many  instances  of  the  highest  offices  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice  being  exposed  to  sale,  and  openly,  and 
avowedly,  and  without  censure  or  scandal,  purchased  from  the 
Crown.  With  us  the  distinction  has  always  been  preserved  be- 
tween the  sale  of  justice  and  the  sale  of  judicial  offices;  and  while 
the  former  has  been  condemned,  the  latter  has  been  tolerated. 
In  the  time  of  King  Stephen,  '  lilchard  Fitz-Allured  fined 
fifteen  marks  of  silver  tbat  he  might  sit  with  Ralph  Basset, 
the  King's  Justiciar,  to  hold  tlie  King's  Pleas,'  or  as  we 
should  say,  '  to  be  a  puisne  Judge  of  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,'  —  and  an  entry  is  made  of  the  receipt  of  the  money 
as  part  of  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  State.  So  in  a  sub- 
sequent reign  there  is  an  inrolment  in  the  public  records  still 
extant,  sliowlng  that  the  office  of  Lord  Chancellor  itself  was 
sold:  Gualtcrus  de  Gray  dat  Domino  Rrgi  5000  jnai c.  pt'O 
hahendd  Cancellarid  Domini  Bcf/is  tofii  vita  sad,  ct pro  hahauld 
hide  cliartd  Domini  Regis.  ^  Lord  Coke  has  censured  this 
transaction  ;  but  Walter  dc  Gray  enjoyed  the  office,  and  the 
open   announcement  of  the   price  he   paid   for  it  shows  that 

•   Mad.  Excli.  743. ;  and  see  ante,  Vol.  I.  c.  vi. 
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there  was  no  horror  excited  by  the  sale  of  offices  in  the  times  CHAP. 
when  the  common  law  took  its  origin.  The  very  dictum  to 
be  found  elsewhere  against  the  sale  of  the  Chancellorship, 
proceeds  on  the  ground  that,  being  partly  of  an  ecclesiastical 
nature,  the  sale  of  it  might  savour  of  simony,  —  and  being 
treated  as  an  exception,  it  proves  the  rule.  But  the  statute 
6  Ed.  6.  c.  16.  to  inflict  a  penalty  upon  the  sale  of  certain 
offices  concerning  the  administration  of  justice  —  so  much 
relied  upon  by  the  managers  —  is  decisive  against  them  with 
regard  to  their  argument  on  the  common  law  ;  for  it  provides 
that  '  this  act  shall  not  extend  to  any  contract  made  before 
the  1st  of  March  tlicn  next,'  —  and  farther  that  'this  act 
shall  not  extend,  or  be  prejudicial  to  any  of  the  Chief  Jus- 
tices of  the  King's  courts,  commonly  called  the  King's 
Bench  or  Common  Pleas,  or  to  any  Justices  of  Assize,  but 
that  they,  and  every  of  them,  may  do  in  every  behalf,  touch- 
ing and  concerning  any  office  or  offices  to  be  given  or  granted 
by  them,  as  they  or  any  of  them  might  have  done  before  the 
making  of  this  act.'  By  virtue  of  this  proviso,  the  offices 
of  Master  in  the  King's  Bench,  of  Prothonotary  in  the  Com- 
mon Pleas,  of  Clerk  of  Assize,  are  at  this  day  openly  and 
avowedly  sold  by  the  crmined  sages  who  now  sit  upon  the 
woolsacks  in  your  Lordship's  house,  to  advise  you  whether 
the  sale  of  offices  be  a  misdemeanour  by  the  common  law  of 
England.  It  comes  then,  my  Lords,  to  the  construction  to 
be  put  upon  the  enacting  clause  of  that  statute.  Now  this 
l)eing  a  penal  statute,  it  is  not  to  be  extended  by  implication, 
and  as  it  creates  a  new  offence,  no  punishment  can  be  inflicted 
for  that  offence,  except  of  the  nature  — to  the  degree  —  and 
in  tlic  manner  which  the  statute  specifics :  it  contains  no 
general  prolilbltion  of  the  sale  of  offices  —  but  merely  inflicts 
a  particular  })enalty  on  those  who  buy  or  sell  offices  which 
are  not  exce})tcd  from  its  operation.  The  contract  made  be- 
tween the  buyer  and  seller  is  declared  void  :  the  party  selling 
loses  his  estate  and  interest  in  the  office,  and  the  i)arty  buy- 
ing is  rendered  incapable  to  hold  and  enjoy  it.  I'here  is  no 
maxim  of  English  law  better  established,  that  when  a  statute 
appoints  a  penalty  for  doing  a  thing  which  before  was   inno- 
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CHAP,     cent,  and  points  out  how  the  penalty  is  to  be  imposed,  the 
"     offence  is  to  be  punished  in  that  way  and  no  other.  *     AYe 


A  D.  1725.  deny  that  this  office  conies  within  the  purview  of  the 
statute,  or  that  the  noble  Earl  has  sold  it ;  but  at  all  events, 
the  statute  only  inflicts  upon  him  the  penalty  of  forfeiting 
the  nomination  to  it  for  the  future  ; — and  that  he  has  already 
suffered  by  the  loss  of  the  Great  Seal ;  —  so  that  he  is  liable  to 
no  other  punishment,  and  the  present  impeachment  cannot 
be  supported.  But  it  is  painful,  and  humiliating,  and  unne- 
cessary, and  improper  to  resort  to  such  technical  reasoning, 
for  neither  morally  nor  legally  has  the  noble  Earl  committed 
any  offence.  The  best  proof  that  the  practice  is  neither 
against  common  law  nor  statute  law  is,  that  it  has  been  inva- 
riably, and  confessedly,  and  notoriously  followed  by  all  his 
predecessors  —  which  we  do  not  urge  to  palliate  violation 
of  duty  —  but  to  show  that  no  duty  has  been  violated. 
Many  most  pure  and  upright  men  have  sat  in  the  marble 
chair  since  the  statute  passed,  and  all  of  them,  with- 
out any  public  censure,  and  without  any  self-reproach, 
have  received  gratuities  on  disposing  of  these  offices  —  and 
with  as  little  hesitation,  and  as  little  secrecy  as  they  have 
received  their  fixed  fees  or  their  annual  salary.  Nay  more, 
where  Chancellors  have  been  impeached  in  factious  times  (as 
in  the  instances  of  Lord  Clarendon  and  Lord  Somers),  and 
there  was  the  most  eager  desire  to  bring  them  to  shame  — 
among  all  the  frivolous  charges  preferred  against  them,  no 
political  opponent,  no  furious  zealot,  no  private  enemy  ever 
tliought  of  accusing  them  of  corruption,  because  they  had 
conformed  to  the  usage  of  selling  offices  in  their  court.  Should 
this  now  be  adjudged  criminal,  what  numbers  of  good  and 
just  men  now  sleeping  in  their  honoured  graves  are  to  be 
exhumed  and  put  upon  their  trial,  and  condemned  as  crimi- 
nals ?  Your  Lordships  are  called  upon  to  spread  an  universal 
cloud  of  reproach  and  infamy  over  venerable  sages  of  the  law, 
some  of  them  the  ancestors  of  illustrious  Peers  now  present, 
—  men  whose  memories  have  liitherto  been  considered  sacred, 
and  have  not  only  been  fondly  chei-ished  by  their  descendants, 
but  have  been  dear  to  their  country —  men  who  despised  riches 

♦    Castle's  case,  Cro.  Jac.  644. 
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and  hated  covetousness,  who  would  have  shrunk  with  ab-     CHAP. 

CXXII 

horrence  from  every  appearance  of  corruption,  and  who,  with- 
out ostentation,  were  famous  in  their  day  for  acts  of  bene-  ^  j,_  1725. 
volence  and  charity.  Till  within  a  few  short  months  the 
noble  Earl  within  your  bar  was  equally  respected,  and  every 
one  believed  that  he  too  would  go  down  to  the  tomb  regretted 
and  revered.  His  public  services  require  no  panegyric.  We 
might  appeal  to  those  gentlemen  who  are  now  managers 
against  him,  whether  they  have  not  often  applauded  him  with 
Avarmth,  whether  they  have  not  loudly  commended  his  zeal 
and  intrepidity  in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  our  country- —  his 
steady  adherence  to  the  Protestant  succession  —  his  disin- 
terested and  patriotic  conduct  in  moments  the  most  trying? 
Did  they  not  love  as  well  as  praise  him  ?  Have  they  not 
celebrated  his  noble  refusal  of  the  Great  Seal  itself  when  the 
acceptance  of  it  would  have  been  inconsistent  with  his  prin- 
ciples ?  and  when  they  saw  him  honourably  placed  in  the  high 
station  which  he  lately  adorned,  did  they  not  rejoice  in  his 
elevation  as  their  own  security  and  happiness  ?  This  once 
was  the  Earl's  character  ;  this  once  his  merit.  AVhat  has  he 
since  done  to  have  his  name  branded  to  all  posterity  as  guilty 
of  judicial  corruption  ?  He  has  administered  justice  between 
party  and  i)arty  as  Chancellor  (all  allow)  in  a  manner  as  able 
and  as  upright  as  the  most  distinguished  and  most  virtuous 
of  his  predecessors.  He  has  not  introduced  a  new  system 
with  respect  to  the  disposal  of  offices  in  his  court.  Consider 
the  difficulties  which  beset  such  attempts  at  reform  —  the 
vested  interests  which  must  be  afiectcd  —  the  hardships  which 
must  be  inflicted  on  individuals  and  families  —  the  miscon- 
struction to  which  the  reformer  is  exposed,  and  the  odium 
which  he  is  sure  to  incur.  But,  my  Lords,  if  the  noble  Earl 
bethought  wanting  in  energy,  if  he  ought  to  liavt>  been  more 
active  in  improving  our  institutions,  is  not  this  rather  matter 
for  the  criticism  (jf  the  historian  or  biogra))lier,  than  to  be 
made  the  foundation  of  an  indictment  before  a  grand  jury, 
or  an  imj)eachment  before  this  august  assembly  for  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanour?  Then,  my  Lords,  renuMuber  how  the 
n()l)le  Earl  has  employed  the  wealth  he  has  a('(]uired,  and  con- 
sider whether  so  to  einplov  it  he  ^^('uld  ;;c(}uire  it  bv  the  com- 


ilffO 


REIGN   OF   GEORGE   I. 


CHAP. 
CXXII. 

A,D.  1725. 


Lord  INIac- 

tlesfield's 
conduct 
during  the 
trial. 


Evidence 

for  the  de- 
fendant. 


mission  of  a  crime.  It  was  a  cruel  application  by  one  of  the 
managers  of  a  well-known  maxim,  that '  a  man  may  be  profuse 
of  his  own  while  he  greedily  grasps  the  property  of  others.' 
But  how  has  the  noble  Earl  been  profuse  ? — in  relieving  the 
needy  and  the  oppressed  —  in  assisting  poor  scholars, — in  pa- 
tronising obscure  merit  wherever  he  could  find  it  out, — in  libe- 
rally contributing  wherever  a  benevolent  object  was  to  be 
gained  by  the  joint  efforts  oF  the  charitable.  Are  you  ne- 
cessarily to  infer  that  he  was  '  unsatisfied  in  getting '  because 
■  in  bestowing  he  was  most  princely  ?  '  Hard,  indeed,  is  the 
condition  of  the  Earl,  when  his  very  virtues,  when  his  most 
commendable  actions  are  turned  to  his  disgrace  —  are  wrested 
into  instruments  to  achieve  his  ruin.  He  who  has  '  a  hand  open 
as  day  for  melting  charity'  you  are  required  to  believe  must 
necessarily  be  guilty  of  corruption  and  extoi'tion.  Such  is 
the  reasoning  of  his  accusers,  but  he  has  your  Lordships  for 
his  Judges." 

The  noble  defendant,  during  the  disputes  about  evidence, 
spoke  to  the  managers  rather  contemptuously,  and  at  last 
drew  forth  this  remonstrance  from  Onslow  :  "  The  managers 
cannot  but  observe  the  indecent  behaviour  of  this  Lord, 
and  his  unworthy  manner  of  treating  us.  We  do  not  think  the 
Lord  at  the  bar  should  be  directinjr  the  managers  as  if  he  sat 
in  his  place  as  Judge.  AVe  are  here  advocates  for  all  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  to  demand  justice  against  him." 
I  must  acknowledge  that  the  whole  trial  was  conducted  by 
them  in  a  good  spirit,  and  in  a  very  business-like  manner  — 
while  every  now  and  then  the  sharp  country  attorney 
could  be  discovered  under  the  disguise  of  the  Earl. 

Witnesses  were  called  to  make  out  the  usage  relied  on. 
HoAvever,  only  three  instances  of  the  sale  of  the  office 
of  ^Master  were  established  —  one  in  Lord  Cowper's  time, 
and  two  in  Lord  Ilarcourt's ;  the  largest  amount  re- 
ceived being  800/.,  and  the  money  having  been  j)aid  in 
every  instance  out  of  the  }>rivate  funds  of  the  parties  before 
their  admission,  without  any  meddling  with  the  money  of 
the  suitors.  To  account  for  the  larger  sums  paid  to  the 
defendant  for  iSIasterships,  he  proved  that  other  offices  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  particularly  those  of  the  sworn  and 
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waiting  clerks,  had  greatly  risen  in  price  of  late  years.     He     CHAP, 
further  proved  that  he  had  himself  contributed   lOOOZ.  to 


make  up  the  deficiencies  of  a  Master,  and  that  he  had  given  ^  ^  ^^^5 
away  large  suras  in  charity. 

Before  the  Commons  replied,  he  begged  permission  himself  His  speech 
to  address  the  House,  and  several  days  were  given  to  him  to  Iffj.nce^'^ 
prepare.  His  speech  was  a  very  mastei'ly  performance,  but 
was  confined  to  a  minute  analysis  of  the  evidence  which 
would  now  be  uninteresting  and  unintelligible.  He  went 
over  all  the  twenty-one  Avricles  of  the  impeachment,  and 
tried  to  show  that  they  were  all  unsupported.  He  thus 
concluded,  perhaps  with  more  dignity  and  a  better  chance 
of  a  favourable  result,  than  in  the  most  laboured  peroration : 
"  My  Lords,  having  thus  gone  through  all  my  observations, 
it  may  be  expected  that  I  should  close  them  by  ofl'ering 
something  in  general:  but  I  think  it  proper  to  forbear.  I 
am  not  conscious  myself  that  it  is  necessary  in  this  case  to 
apply  to  the  passions,  which  is  a  common  artifice  to  assist 
a  weak  defence.  If  I  have  done  any  public  or  private  good, 
(of  which  last  some  specimen  has  been  laid  before  your 
Lordships,)  it  will,  I  am  confident,  have  its  full  weight.  I 
submit  my  whole  life  and  conduct  to  your  Lordships' 
judgment;  and  rely  entirely  on  your  justice  for  my  ac- 
quittal." 

At  last,  on  the  25th  of  May,  ninety-three  Peers  being  pre-  He  is 
sent,  the  Earl  being  placed  at  the  bar  and  the  Commons  at-  "J^found 
tending.  Lord  Chief  Justice  King  put  this  question  severally  g"i'^y- 
to  every  Peer,  beginning  with  the  junior,  "Is  Thomas  Earl 
of  ^Macclesfield  guilty  of  High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanours 
charged    upon  him    1)}^  the    impeachment   of  the   House  of 
Connnons,  or  Xot  guilty?"  and  the  unanimous  answer  of  all 
Avas,   "  Guilty,  upon  my  honour."     J.oril  ChicJ  Justice  Kin(j. 
"  ]\Iy    Lords,    your    Lordships     have     unanimously    found 
Thomas  Earl  of  ^Macclesfield  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanours charged  upon  him  by  the  inq)cachment  of  the 
House  of  Connnons."'     The  defendant  was  then  called  upon 
to  appear  at  the   bar  to  hear  the  verdict,  but  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire,    the   I-iord   President,   signified   that   he   was   so 
much  indispc'.sed  that  he  was  unable  to  attend.      He  appeared 
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CHAP,      at  the  bar  the  followinjy  morninj;,  when  the  verdict   was 
CXXII  •      .  • 

solemnly  intimated  to  him.     He  then  attempted  to  make  a 

speech  in  exculjiation  of  his  conduct,  but  being  interrupted 
by  the  managers,  he  threw  himself  on  the  mercy  of  the 
House.  He  was  immediately  ordered  into  the  custody  of 
the  Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Hod ;  and  the  Lords 
proceeded  to  consider  what  sentence  should  be  passed  upon 
him. 

A  friendly  motion  was  made,  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Judges  be  asked,  "  whether  the  sale  of  an  office  that  hath 
relation  to  the  administration  of  justice,  be  an  offence  against 
the  common  law  ?  "  but  It  met  with  no  encouragement,  and 
Avas  ne2:atived  without  a  division.  All  then  ag-rced  that  he 
should  pay  a  heavy  fine,  to  be  applied  towards  the  relief  of 
the  suitors  who  had  suffered  from  the  insolvency  of  the  Mas- 
ters in  Chancery,  and  the  sum  was  fixed  at  30,000/. 
The  sen-  The  grand  question  was,  whether  he  should  not  likewise 

Lord  Mac-  ^®  disqualified  to  hold  any  place  or  employment  in  the 
clesfield.  state  or  commonwealth,  upon  which  there  was  a  long  and 
animated  debate,  one  side  Insisting  that  the  loss  of  his 
office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  the  heavy  costs  of  his  defence, 
the  anxiety  he  had  suflfcrcd,  and  the  disgrace  cast  upon  him, 
together  with  the  proposed  fine,  would  be  punishment 
enough,  considering  the  example  set  him  by  his  predecessors ; 
while  the  other  contended,  with  great  vehemence,  that,  ac- 
cording to  invariable  precedent  and  clear  reason,  a  person 
who,  upon  an  Impeaclinient  by  the  Commons,  had  been 
convicted  of  corruption  In  a  liigh  judicial  office,  sliould,  for 
the  protection  of  tlie  present  generation,  and  as  a  warning 
to  posterity,  be  effi'ctually  prevented  from  filling  the  scat 
of  judgment  which  he  had  dli^honourcd :  p.nd  thev  pointed 
out  many  circumstances  to  sliow  that  this  was  an  aggra- 
vated case,  which  would  l)c  most  inadequately  punished 
by  a  mere  ]>ecunlarv  fine.  On  a  (bvlslon,  the  minil)ers 
were  equal,  42  to  42,  -  -  >o,  according  to  tlie  ruh^  of  the 
House  of  Ijords — jn'ccsuDiilur  pru  ncf/dvtc —  the  motion  was 
lost.  Then  violent  protests  were  drawn  up  and  numerouslv 
signed  against  this  decision.-  Still  the  sentence  was  not  to 
be  pronounced  till  judgment  was  prayed  by  the  Com.mons. 
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The  manao-ers  immediately  received  the  unanimous  thanks  CHAP. 

•  CXXII 

of  their   House  by  Speaker   Compton,   who   said  to   them: 


"  You  have  maintained  the  charge  of  the  Commons  with  a  ^  j,  1705^ 
strength  of  reason   and  beauty  of  expression,  which  would   Thanks  to 


the  ma- 

lUCl/    ilUUlrtUOV;      111       l/liv:    lllWOU    lHJUllOlllll" 

Grecian  commonwealths : 


have  gained  you  the  highest  applause  in  the  most  tlourishing 


"  Nee  digiiiiis  unquam 

Majestas  meminit  scse  Romana  locutam." 

You  have  stopped  the  cries  of  orphans,  and  dried  up  the 
tears  of  the  widow ;  even  those  who  must  ever  be  insensible 
of  the  benefits  they  receive  —  idiots  and  lunatics  (and  such 
only  can  be  insensible  of  them)  —  will  be  the  partakers  of  the 
fruits  of  your  labours."  He  went  on  more  particularly  to 
thank  them  for  having  shown  that  the  power  of  impeachment 
vested  in  the  Commons  might  Ijc  practically  used  for  the  good 
of  the  people,  and  that  '*'  the  sword  of  vengeance  which, 
when  drawn  by  party-rage,  when  directed  by  the  malice  of 
faction,  or  wielded  by  unskilful  hands,  has  too  often  wounded 
that  constitution  it  was  intended  to  protect,  had,  by  their 
able  management,  turned  its  edge  to  its  proper  object,  and 
had  struck  down  a  great  public  offender." 

There  was  a  party  in  the  Connnons,  however,  disposed  to  a   Motion  in 
mild  course.     They  said  that  enough  had  already  been  done  I'^^'i'^^j,, .. 
for  the  public,  by  exposing  the  long-established  abuses  of  the  ciesfitkl  in 
Court  of  Chancery,  and  that  the  Earl  of  ]\Iacclesfield  ought   j,,,'^,,^,  j^J^ 
not  to  be  made  a  scape  goat.      Tliey   therefore   resisted   the 
motion  that  the  S[)eaker  be  ordered  to  go  to  the  bar  of  tlie 
House  of  Lords  and  demand  judgment;    l)ut  uj)on  a  division 
this  motion  was  carried  by  a  mnj(n-ity  of  130  to  65. 

Accordingly,  on  the   27th   of  May,  Speaker  Conipt(Mi,  at-   The 
tended  l)y  many  iueml)ers  of  the  House  of  Connnons,  ijresented   ^i'*-"'^'''' 

.  ,  prays  jiulg- 

hiniself  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  to  demand  judg-  meiit. 
nu'iit.  Tlie  Lord  Chief  Justice  Kiiig  thereupon  directing 
the  gentleman  usher  oi'  tlie  Ldaek  Hod  to  ])roduec  his  pri- 
soner, the  lvu-1  of  ^laeelesfield  was  marched  in,  and.  after 
low  obri.suKHS  ni;i(le.  knelt  niiiil  the  I^ord  Chief  Justiee  told 
him  he   might    rise.*      The    Speaker  of  the   House   of  Com- 

*   The  C'oinnions'  Joiirn:iK  nio'.l  stiuliou^lv  recmil,  tli.it  the  Scrj.aiit  at  Aims 
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Justice  of 
tile  sen- 
tence. 


mons  then  having  recited  the  Impeachment,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings, thus  concluded :  "  I  do,  therefore,  in  the  name 
of  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses  in  Parliament  assem- 
bled, demand  judgment  of  your  Lordships  against  Thomas 
Earl  of  Macclesfield,  for  the  said  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanours." 

Lord  C.  J.  King.  "  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Lords  are  now- 
ready  to  give  the  judgment  you  demand,  Thomas  Earl  of 
Macclesfield,  the  Lords  having  unanimously  found  you 
guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours  charged  on  you  by 
the  impeachment  of  the  Commons,  do  now,  according  to 
law,  proceed  to  judgment  against  you,  which  I  am  ordered 
to  pronounce.  Their  Lordships'  judgment  is,  and  this  high 
Court  doth  award,  that  you,  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield, 
be  fined  in  the  sum  of  30,000/.  unto  our  Sovereign  Lord 
the  King,  and  that  you  be  imprisoned  in  the  Tower  of 
London,  and  there  kept  in  safe  custody,  until  you  shall 
pay  the  said  fine."  The  Earl  of  Macclesfield  was  imme- 
diately carried  off  by  the  gentleman  usher  of  the  Black 
Rod,  and  delivered  into  the  custody  of  the  Constable  of 
the  Tower  of  London.  Here  he  was  confined  in  the  room 
which  had  been  last  occupied  by  his  opponent  the  Earl  of 
Oxford.  Three  days  after,  the  King  (it  is  said,  with  a  sigh,) 
ordered  his  name  to  be  erased  from  the  list  of  Privy  Coun- 
cillors. 

There  has  been  a  disposition  in  recent  times  to  consider 
that  Lord  Macclesfield  was  wrongfully  condemned.  "  The 
imanimity  of  his  Judges,"  says  Lord  Malion,  "  might  seem 
decisive  as  to  his  guilt ;  yet  it  may  perhaps  be  doubted 
whether  they  did  not  unjustly  heap  the  faults  of  the  system 
on  one  man  ;  whether  Parker  had  not  rather  in  fact  failed  to 
check  gradual  and  growing  abuses,  than  introduced  them  by 
his  authority,  or  encouraged  them  by  his  example."*  I  must 
say,  that  although  it  Is  impossible  not  to  pity  a  man  of  such 


attending  the  House  of  Commons  stood  at  the  har  on  Mr.  Speaker's  riglit  hand, 
with  the  mace  on  his  shoulder;    and  that  tlie  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  heing  placed 
at  some  distance  on  his  left  hand,  was  ordered  to  kiK-el  '•  in  tlie  presence  of  the 
Commons." 
»   Vol.  ii.   106. 
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hifjh  qualities  when  so  disa;raced,  and  it  must  be  acknow-     CHAP. 

.  .  .CXXII. 

ledged  that,  with  good  luck,  notwithstanding  all  that  he  did,   ' 

he  might  have  escaped  exposure  and  preserved  an  untarnished 
fame,  yet,  in  my  opinion,  his  conviction  was  lawful,  and  his 
punishment  was  mild.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  sale 
of  all  offices  touching  the  administration  of  Justice  (with  a 
strange  exception  in  favour  of  Common  Law  Judges),  was 
forbidden  by  the  statute  of  Edward  VI.,  and  every  Chancellor 
who  afterwards  sold  a  Mastership  in  Chancery  must  have 
been  aware  that  he  was  thereby  violating  that  statute.  It  is 
a  fallacy  to  say  that  he  was  fully  justified  by  the  example  of 
his  predecessors.  Lord  Cowper  had  abolished  "  New  Years' 
Gifts  "  from  the  officers  of  the  Court  as  well  as  from  the  bar, 
and  had  been  followed  in  the  same  course  by  Lord  Harcourt, 
—  both  Chancellors  showing  a  desire  to  conform  to  the  impi'ov- 
ing  spirit  of  the  age.  In  Lord  Macclesfield's  time,  from 
the  speculations  caused  by  the  South  Sea  mania,  the  abuses 
in  the  jMasters'  offices  had  become  more  flagrant.  But 
instead  of  trying  to  redress  them,  he  increased  their  enormity 
by  raising  the  price  which  the  Masters  were  to  pay  for  their 
places,  and  rendering  it  still  more  necessary  that,  for  their  own 
indemnity,  they  should  traffic  with  the  trust-money  in  their 
hands.  Whoever  takes  the  trouble  of  perusing  the  whole  of 
the  evidence  will  see  that  he  was  rapacious  in  his  bargains, 
and  that,  with  the  view  of  bolstering  up  a  system  which  was  so 
profitable  to  him,  he  resorted  to  very  arbitrary  means  to  keep 
the  public  in  ignorance  of  its  consequences.  His  contem- 
poraries could  f(jrm  a  more  correct  opinion  of  his  conduct 
than  we  can,  and  we  should  be  slow  to  accuse  them  of  harsh- 
ness. 

There  is  no  i)rctcnce  for  saying  that  he  fell  a  sacrifice  to 
party  resentment.  It  so  hap[)cned  that,  at  the  time  of  his 
impeachment,  party  had  actually  disa})peared  in  both  Houses 
of  Parliament.  The  two  Law  Lords,  Lord  Harcourt  and 
liord  Lechmere,  were  ])reseHt,  and  concurred  In  the  verdict. 
High  Chni'cluncn  nuist,  no  doubt,  have  rejoiced  to  see  dis- 
grace fall  upon  him  who  had  gained  distinction  as  the  pro- 
secutor of  Sachevcrell,  but  many  zealous  Wlilgs  actively, 
though  sorrowfully,  jolni'd  in  the  [)n)secutlon.      The  Prince's 
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CHAP,  friends  were  exasperated  against  him,  but  the  King's  friends 
■  joined  in  the  sentence.  Walpole  did  gain  great  credit  by 
A.D.  17^5  ''allowing  tlie  prosecution  fair  play;  but  he  neither  originated 
nor  unduly  encouraged  it.  jVlacclesfield  had  been  a  useful 
and  submissive  ally  of  the  existing  government,  and  there 
was  no  rival  whom  they  desired  to  elevate  in  his  place.  Of 
all  the  impeachments  recorded  in  our  annals,  I  find  no  one 
marked  by  more  honesty  of  purpose,  more  practical  ability  in 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  conducted,  or  more  utility  to 
the  public  in  its  result. 

The  mob  were  most  highly  delighted  —  and  would  have 
been  still  more  pleased  if,  in  his  procession  to  the  Tower,  he 
had  been  attended  by  an  axe  with  its  edge  turned  towards 
him.  In  his  way  thither  his  ears  must  have  been  saluted  with 
ballads  which  were  sung  in  the  streets,  comparing  him  to 
Jack  Shepherd,  Jonathan  AYikl,  and  other  famous  freebooters, 
and  giving  him  the  preference  over  all  in  infamy,  as,  instead 
of  rich  travellers  and  stout  wayfaring  men,  he  robbed  widows 
and  or2:)hans  who  were  put  under  his  care.* 
Lord  iMac-  He  remained  a  prisoner  six  weeks,  Avhile  he  made  arrange- 
the^T  w"  ments  for  the  payment  of  his  fine.  The  money  was  at  last 
raised,  and  in  pursuance  of  an  address  from  the  House  of 
Commons  to  the  Crown,  was  paid  into  the  Court  of  Chancery 
to  be  applied  towards  making  good  the  losses  of  the  suitors 
from  the  misconduct  and  insolvency  of  tlie  ]Masters. 

*  The  best  apology  I  have  met  witli  for  Lord  Macclesfield  is  by  Oldmixon  — 
which,  lest  I  should  be  sui)])osed  to  have  treated  a  great  man  harshly,  I,  in  fair- 
ness, subjoin  :  "  There  had  been  for  some  time  a  murmnriiig  against  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  ^Masters  in  Cliancery  to  answer  the  great  sums  lodged  in  their 
hands  by  the  suitors  in  that  Court  ;  and  it  was  suspected,  that  the  large  sums 
they  paid  for  admission  into  their  places,  made  their  way  more  easy  than  it  ought 
to  have  been,  and  very  much  lessened  the  intpiiry  into  their  qualifications  for 
them.  'Tis  true,  this  al)use  had  been  long  growing  up  to  this  enormity,  and 
there  was  hardly  any  commodity  in  a  market  bought  and  sold  more  freely  and 
openlvthan  a  [Master  in  Chancery's  pLiee.  The  suitors'  money,  with  which  they 
paid  no  interest,  brought  them  in  great  interest  from  the  funds;  and  tlie  )  rofits 
of  the  ])lace  being  consequently  doubled  and  trebled  at  least  to  what  they  were, 
before  there  was  such  an  ojiportimity  to  enrich  themselves  by  the  advantage  they 
made  of  the  money  they  had  in  their  hands.  'Tis  no  wonder  the  l^ords  Keepers 
and  Lords  Chancellors  doubled  and  trebled  the  price  they  were  to  jiay  for  ad- 
mittance, which  had  risen  froin  1000/.  to  3000/.  in  my  remembrance;  who,  being 
intimate  with  several  of  them,  have  heard  this  matter  frequently  discoursed  of 
l)efore  there  was  any  whisjjer  of  imputing  it  as  a  crime  to  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
15ut  fr(jm  a  complaint  in  general,  it  came  to  a  charge  in  jjarticulars  ;  and  the 
Earl  finding  it  was  impracticable  for  him  to  prevent  it,  or  keep  the  Great  .Se'al 
under  it,  he  resigned  his  high  office  "  ^-  Vol.  iii.  75^. 
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The  King  being  told  that  it  was  chiefly  for  fidelity  to  CHAP. 
himself,  in  taking  part  with  him  against  the  Prince,  that  the  CXXIL 
Chancellor  had  been  prosecuted,  had  signified  to  him  by  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  his  intention  to  repay  him  the  amount  of  the 
fine  out  of  the  privy  purse  as  fast  as  he  could  spare  the 
money,  accompanying  the  message  with  gracious  expressions 
of  his  sympathy  and  continued  favour.  One  instalment  of 
1000/.  was  thus  actually  paid  to  him  soon  after,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  received  an  intimation  that  he  might  receive 
2000/.  more  from  the  royal  bounty  whenever  he  chose  to 
apply  for  it.  Not  wishing  to  appear  too  eager  to  avail  himself 
of  such  generosity,  he  had  abstained  from  making  the  ap- 
plication till  the  sad  news  arrived  of  the  death  of  George  I. 
in  Germany.  Lord  Parker,  his  son,  then  hurrying  to  Sir 
Robert  AYalpole  to  clutch  the  money,  received  for  answer, 
"  that  his  late  ISIajesty  and  his  minister  had  a  running  account 
which  had  not  been  settled,  and  as  there  was  no  savinjj  on 
which  side  the  balance  was,  it  would  be  running  too  great  a 
risk  to  pay  the  2000Z.  at  present."  Some  shrewdly  con- 
jectured, tliat  Sir  Robert  expected  to  ingratiate  himself  with 
the  new  King  by  thus  treating  the  man  who  had  rendered 
himself  so  obnoxious  to  his  Majesty  when  Prince  of  AValcs. 
However  that  may  be,  not  another  fartliing  from  the  funds 
of  the  late  King  covdd  be  extorted  towards  tlie  payment  of 
the  fine. 

The  very  day  after  I^ord  jNIaccles field's  commitment  to  the  Letter  fiom 
Tower,  he  wrote  the  following  letter  to  Lord  Chief  Justice  flclfkid  'to" 
King,  who  had  presided  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Lords  Sir  ivtcr 
during   his    trial,    and    was   now    designated    as    his    succcs-         '^' 
sor  :  — 

''  My  r.ord, 
"  Will  y'"  Ldp  \\i\xc  y^  goodnesse  to  forgive  me  if,  to  y* 
trouble  I  have  already  given,  I  adde  this  more  in  favour  of 
]Mr.  Thomas  Pai'ker  of  New  Inne,  who  served  me  as  Deputy 
Purse-bearer  sevcrall  y".  He  is  a  \ery  sober,  honest,  and 
sensible  man,  and  who  I  am  sure  will  serve  y'"  Ldp  verv 
diligently  and  faithl'ully  if  you  have  occasion  to  employ  him 


558  REIGN   OF   GEORGE    I. 

CHAP,     in  any  of  y®  offices  belonging  to  y'^  Great  Seal.     If  these  are 

CXXII  .  .  o     o         ^ 

all  provided  for,  give  me  leave  to  recommend  him  to  be  one 
A.D.  1725.  ^^y^  Comm*^  of  Bankrupts.  He  was  in  one  of  y®  lists,  and 
behaved  himself  very  well,  but  when  I  made  him  Deputy 
Purse-bearer  I  put  an""  in  y*^  list  of  Comm*"*,  by  vf"^  means  his 
name  stands  not  now  amongst  those  Comm".  There  is  an- 
other Thomas  Parker  of  y^  Temple,  whom  y*  Lords  Comm" 
have  been  pleased  to  continue  in,  and  I  beg  y*"  Ldp  still  to 
allow  a  place  amongst  them.  I  ask  pardon  for  this  pre- 
sumption, and  I  heartily  wish  y*"  Ldp  all  happinesse  and 
satisfaction  in  an  office  w*^^*  my  want  of  discretion  has  made 
so  fatall  to  me,  but  w*^'*  I  am  sure  by  y""  Ldps  great  prudence 
and  caution,  will,  in  y'"  hands,  be  an  honour  to  yourself  and  a 
blessing  to  y^  King  and  his  pcojJe,  and  I  wish  it  may  long 
continue  so  happily  placed. 

"  I  am  Avitli  the  greatest  respect, 
"  My  Lord, 
''  Y""  Ldps  most  humble 

"  and  most  obed*  Serv*, 

"  Macclesfield."  * 

This  letter,  written  under  such  circumstances,  to  Intercede 
for  two  dependents,  and  probably  poor  relations,  places  him 
in  a  very  amiable  point  of  ^lew ;  :ind  as  he  had  not  committed 
any  black  crime  for  which  he  could  be  expected  to  feel  deeji 
remorse,  he  may  be  forgiven  if  he  Imputes  his  fall  to  "  want 
of  discretion,"  and  intimates  tliat  along  wltli  tlic  qualities  for 
the  office  which  he  himself  possessed,  "  pnulencc  and  caution  " 
only  were  required  to  insure  a  glorious  career  to  lils  suc- 
cessor. 

I  have  no  furtlier  means  of  judging  of  the  manner  in  whicli 
the  fallen  Chancellor  bore  his  reverse  of  fortune,  or  how  he 
spent  his  time  in  the  Tower.  lie  could  have  had  none  of  tlie 
sympathy  felt  for  political  martyrs,  whlcli  liad  often  made  a 
commitment  to  its  cells  a  trluuq)h  rather  tlian  a  disgrace,  and 
few  visitors,  besides  his  near  relatives  and  dependents,  could 

*  From  the  ^LSS.  of  the  Earl  of  I>ovelace.  The  letter  is  without  date,  to 
avoid  any  refereiiee  to  the  writer's  "doleful  jirisou  in  the  Tower;"  but  it  is  en- 
dorsed by  Sir  Peter  Kinp,  "  L'Sth  May,  17'J.5." 
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have  come  to  relieve  his  thouo-hts  from  sad  retrospects  and  CHAP. 

,•  .     ..  CXXIL 

anticipations.  


When  restored  to  liberty,  he  had  not  the  courage  to  try  to  ^  ^  1^05. 
recover  his  position  as  a  public  man  or  in  private  society.   He  is 
Although  he  had  still  a  vigorous  constitution  of  body,  and  his  liberated, 
faculties  were  unimpaired,  he   could   not  face   political  op- 
ponents or  friends  under  whose  unanimous  verdict  he  had 
dropped  on  his  knees   to  receive  sentence   as  a  fraudulent 
criminal  at  the  bar  of  that  House  in  Avhich  he  had  long  pre- 
sided with  dignity  and  splendour.     He  considered  the  last 
division  on  his   case,  although  the   motion  was  lost  by  an 
equality  of  votes,  as  tantamount  to  sentence  of  civil  death. 
He  never  took  his  seat  in  parliament,  or  appeared  in  public, 
or  took  any  interest  in  party  struggles. 

As  soon  as  his  private  affairs  were  settled  in  London,  He  retires 
he  hurried  to  bury  himself  in  obscurity  in  the  country.  "0'°^^"^ 
He  selected  as  his  retreat  a  small  house  near  Derby, 
which  liad  belonged  to  him  when  he  carried  on  business 
as  an  attorney  in  that  town.  Here  he  entirely  shut  him- 
self up  from  society,  neither  mixing  with  his  former  inti- 
mates in  the  lower  or  middling  ranks  of  life,  nor  with  the 
aristocracy  to  which,  in  point  of  rank,  he  now  belonged. 
Some  years  afterwards  he  made  occasional  visits  to  his  son, 
who  had  a  house  in  London  in  Soho  Square,  but  on  these 
occasions  he  still  shunned  all  intercourse  with  the  world. 
His  old  age,  I  fear,  was  very  cheerless.  "  Obedience  "  and 
"  troops  of  friends  "  which  he  had  enjoyed,  he  could  look  to 
have  no  longer. 

Unfortunately  he  was  unable  to  imitate  the  conduct  of  his  Hislistlc^s- 
predecessor,  liacon,  who,  under  sunnar  cu'cunistanccs,  tie-  tircment. 
voted  liimself  to  science,  and  the  extension  of  his  literary 
fame.  ^Macclesfield,  when  educating  himself,  had  accpiircd 
an  ad('([uatc  knowledge  of  the  Latin  classics,  and  had  read 
the  most  popular  English  authors;  but  he  had  no  high  value 
for  litc'raturc,  and  he  had  no  taste  whatever  i'or  philosophy. 
He  now  probably  r(\ii;retted  that  he  ever  left  the  profession 
of  an  attoniey,  in  v.hlch,  if  he  had  been  contented  to  con- 
tinue, he  might  have  lived  and  died  re-jiected,  thougli  obscure. 
But  the  mind  wonderfully  adapts  itself  to  circumstances, 
and   in    the   saddest   condition    solace   is   found.      As   he  had 
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CHAP,     hastened  to  be  rich,  a  hime  fortune  remained  to  him  after 

CXXI I  •  • 

the  paA^ient  of  his  fine,  and  his  latter  days  may  have  been 


rendered  tolerable  by  the  pleasures  of  avarice. 

At  the  commencement  of  his  seclusion  he  took  Interest  In 
superintending  the  education  of  his  son,  afterwards  so  famed 
for  scientific  acquirements,  and  for  his  sake  he  maintained 
In  his  house  a  mathematician  of  great  eminence,  but  little 
wealth,  the  father  of  Sir  William  Jones,  the  celebrated 
lawyer,  orator,  poet,  classical  scholar,  and  orientalist. 

His  last  ill-  In  this  state  of  listless  existence.  Lord  Macclesfield 
languished  nearly  seven  years.  At  last,  on  the  28th  day  of 
April,  1732,  he  was  relieved  from  his  sad  reflections  on  the 
sale  of  masterships,  and  from  the  wretchedness  of  non- 
official  life.  While  at  his  son's  house  In  Soho  Square  he 
had  a  severe  access  of  stranguiy-^a  complaint  from  Avhich 
he  had  before  often  suffered,  but  which  was  now  so  violent 
and  painful,  that  he  Avas  Immediately  Impressed  with  tlic 
conviction  that  It  Avould  prove  mortal.  His  mind  being 
weakened  to  superstition,  he  foretold  that  "  as  his  mother 
had  died  of  that  disease  on  the  eighth  day,  he  should  do  the 
same."  On  the  morning  of  the  eighth  day,  he  declared  that 
he  felt  himself  "  drowning  Inwardly,  and  dying  from  the  feet 

His  pious     upwards."     He  is  said  to  have  received,  in  a  very  cxemplary 

^"  ■  manner,   the    consolations   of  religion,    and    to    have    taken 

leave  of  his  family  and  household  with  the  same  cahn  cheer- 
fulness as  if  he  had  Ijcen  setting  out  u])on  a  joiu'ncy  with 
the  prospect  of  a  speedy  re-union  witli  tliose  he  loved.  A 
little  before  midniglit,  being  informed  that  the  pliysician 
was  gone,  he  said  faintly  '•'  and  I  am  going  also,  but  I  will 

Ills  death,  close  my  eyelids  myself."  He  did  so,  and  breathed  no  more. 
Thus,  in  the  sixty-sixth  year  of  his  age,  he  piously  closed  a 
career  long  eminently  })rosperous  —  at  last  deeply  disastrous. 
AVho  can  tell  whether  he  would  liave  made  so  good  an  end 
If  cut  off  without  having  experienced  any  reverse  ? 

'-to  add  jjrcatpr  lionours  to  liis  a^e 

'lliail  man  could  give  him,  he  died  feiiring  God." 

He  had  constructed  a  family  vault  in  the  church  of 
Shirbourn  in  Oxfordshire,  and  there;  lie  lies  interred  without 
m.onument  or  epitaph. 
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The  subject  of  this  memoir  is  a  striking  instance  of  the     ^^:^F: 
scope  afforded  by  our  constitution  to  talent  and  energy.     He 


was  not  suddenly  elevated  by  the  caprice  of  a  despot  from  His  rise 
a  servile  condition  to  rule  the  state.  The  possibility  of  ^^^^^^^^' 
such  a  promotion  shows  an  arbitrary  form  of  government, 
and  a  barbarous  state  of  society.  The  power  of  rising  to 
distinction  in  a  free  country  ought  to  be  by  the  possession  of 
useful  qualities,  and  the  performance  of  public  services. 
The  government  that  employs  and  rewards  the  meritorious 
aspirant,  ought  merely  to  ratify  the  opinion  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  to  carry  into  elFect  the  wishes  of  an  enlightened 
community.  Parker  got  on  in  the  world  first  by  diligence 
in  his  father's  little  office  at  Leake,  and  rendering  services 
to  the  wealthy  manufacturer  who  translated  him  to  Derby ; 
—  then  by  showing  himself  superior  in  intelligence  and  ac- 
tivity to  the  other  attorneys  of  that  place  ; — then  by  being 
the  greatest  winner  of  verdicts  of  all  the  barristers  on  the 
Midland  Circuit; — then  by  proving  the  most  formidable 
opponent  which  Westminster  Hall  could  supply  to  oppressive 
prosecutions  of  the  press  by  the  Attorney-General ;  —  then 
by  becoming  in  the  House  of  Commons  a  most  efficient 
member  of  the  great  party  to  which  he  attached  himself;  — 
then  by  gaining  the  chief  glory  in  a  great  parliamentary 
prosecution,  having  for  his  competitors  the  most  eminent 
lawyers  and  statesmen  of  the  day  ;  —  then  by  being  acknow- 
ledged equal  as  a  Judge  to  those  who  had  filled  with  the 
greatest  applause  the  highest  judicial  stations  -,  —  then  by 
taking  a  leading  part  in  the  Upper  House  of  Parliament, 
when  he  was  elevated  to  the  peerage  ; — and  finally,  by  making 
it  appear  for  the  interest  of  the  Sovereign  on  the  throne  to 
place  him  in  the  highest  civil  office  which  a  suljcct  could 
liold  —  at  a  time  when  he  had  established  sucli  a  repu- 
tation  with  all   ranks,    that   his   promotion   caused    general 

jf>y- 

He  achieved  greatness;  but  for  solid  ghny   he  wanted  a   Avarice 
contempt  of  riclics,  a  love  of  literature,  and  a  desire  of  im- 
proving the  institutions  of  his  country.   1  le  could  occasionally 
part   with   money   for  charitable  pui-poscs,   but   beyond   the 
laudnl)le  desire  of  ])rovidiiig  decently  for  liis  family  he  cer- 
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tainly  displayed  an  inordinate  desire  to  accumulate  wealth, 
and  this  was  the  remote  cause  of  his  downfall. 

While  Soraers,  and  Harcourt,  and  Cowper  were  familiar 
with  the  greatest  contemporary  poets,  and  are  immortalised 
in  their  verses,  Macclesfield  preferred  the  conversation  of 
Judges  and  Serjeants,  and  his  name  is  to  be  found  in  doggrel 
ballads,  recording  his  disgrace.  He  had  a  noble  opportunity 
of  serving  the  state  and  enhancing  his  own  fame  by  law 
reforms  which  were  loudly  demanded ;  but  in  neither  House 
of  parliament  did  he  ever  introduce  any  measure  to  supply 
a  defect  or  to  correct  an  abuse  in  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  for  his  personal  advantage  he  aggravated  cry- 
ing evils,  which  in  his  time  had  brought  such  obloquy  on 
the  Court  of  Chancery  that  suitors  were  said  to  be  "  in- 
veigled and  delayed  there  that  they  might  be  plundered." 

As  a  politician  he  deserves  unqualified  praise,  for  he  was 
the  steady,  zealous,  and  consistent  friend  of  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty.  I  am  afraid  he  inti'igued  with  the  Hano- 
verian party  against  Lord  Cowper ;  but  wlien  he  had  gained  his 
object,  and  was  placed  on  the  woolsack,  notwithstanding  the 
grants  of  money  and  honours  for  which  he  struggled,  I  know 
not  that  he  said  or  did  any  thing  at  variance  with  his  former 
principles  or  professions.  On  one  occasion  it  should  be  men- 
tioned that  he  appears  in  favourable  contrast  with  his  prede- 
cessor, for  he  warmly  supported  the  government  bill  for 
placing  churchmen  and  dissenters  on  an  equal  footing  with 
resi)ect  to  civil  rights,  while  Lord  Cowper  defended  the 
Test  and  Corporation  Acts,  and  was  the  means  of  their 
being  continued  on  the  statute  book  for  a  century. 

He  despised  authorship,  and  not  only  never  contributed  a 
paper  to  the  "  Tatler"  or  "  Spectator,"  but  never  even  wrote 
a  })olitical  pamphlet  in  an  age  when  almost  every  one  en- 
gaged in  party  strife  sought  to  influence  public  opinion 
by  pamphleteering,  —  daily  ncwspa])ers  not  being  yet  esta- 
blished, and  tlie  publication  of  parliamentary  debates  being 
not  only  forbidden  but  prevented.  As  far  as  we  know,  he 
did  not  even  keep  a  Diary,  like  Lord  Cowper  and  Lord 
King.     His   autobiography    would    have   been   one   of  the 
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most  curious  ever  given  to  the  world,  both  in  his  rise  and     chap. 
in  his  fall.  ^^^^^• 


One  publication  was  imputed  to  him  while  he  held  the  Publication 
Great   Seal — but  not  on  sufficient  grounds — "A  Memo-  imputed  to 
rial  relating  to  the  Universities," — the  author  of  which  sets  ciesfieid  for 
up  for  a  great  reformer  of  academical  education  —  with  a  improving 
view  less  to  scholarship  than  'to  cure  the  Heads  of  Houses  sities. 
and  Fellows  of  the  Jacobitism  by  which  they  were  almost  all 
supposed  to  be  then  tainted.     According  to   his  plan  they 
were  to  be  appointed  by  the  great  officers  of  state  and  some 
bishops,  and  were  to  be  enticed  into  the  world  by  a  liberal 
dispensation  with  their   residence  in  college.      He  likewise 
recommended,  after  the  model  of  the  Scotch  Universities,  pro- 
fessorships of  logic,  moral  philosophy,  experimental  philosophy, 
and  chemistry,  which  all  the  students  should  be  compelled  to 
attend.     Thus  were  those  seats  of  learning  to  be  made  more 
useful  to  the  nation,  and  the  men  who  frequented  them  were 
to  become  better  affected  to  their  King  and  country. 

Although   Lord   jNIacclesfield   had    no    relish   for   literary 
society,  and  was  never  admitted  of  the  Kit-Cat,  looking  Avith 
far  more  admiration  on  nisi  prius  leaders  and  equity  draughts- 
men than  on  the  wits  at  Button's,  —  to  comply  with  the  fashion   Praise  of 
of  the  age,  he  rather  affi^cted  the  reputation  of  being  a  pa-  clesfiild  by' 
tron   of  literature.     We  have  seen   that,   at  the  request  of  iiugias. 
Lord  Cowper,  he  retained  Hughes  In  his  eni])loymcnt  as  one 
of  his  secretaries,  and  he  showed  him  further  kindness  —  for 
which  he  was  thus  on  his  birth-day  saluted  by  tlie  poet : 

"  Not  fair  July,  tho'  jjlenty  clothe  his  fields, 

Tho'  golden  suns  make  all  his  mornings  smile, 
Can  boast  of  aught  that  such  a  triumph  yields 
As  that  he  gave  a  Parker  to  our  isle. 

"  Hail,  happy  month  !  secure  of  lasting  fame  ! 
Doubly  distinguish'd  thro'  the  circling  year  ; 
In  Uome  a  hero  gave  thee  first  thy  name, 

A  patriot's  birth  makes  thee  to  Britain  dear." 

The  very  learned   Zachary  Pearce,  wlicn  Avliolly  iniknown   J"  id  :\iac- 
bcyond  the  walls  of  his  college,  dedicated  to  Lord    Macclcs-  ,,airon,i're 
fii'ld,  when  Chief  .Tustlce  of  the  King's  IhmicIi,  an  edition  <»f  «>J' ^^'t^'i^ny 
'•'  ('icero  de  Oratorc,"  displaying  much  learning  and  ability, 
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and  by  his  recommendation  rose  successively  from  a  Fellow  of 
Trinity,  to  be  Chaplain  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Rector  of 
St.  Martin's  in  the  Fields,  Chaplain  to  his  Majesty  and 
Bishop  of  Rochester.  Indeed  Lord  Macclesfield's  distri 
bution  of  church  patronage  is  represented  as  always  dis- 
interested and  judicious. 

He  is  placed  in  a  very  amiable  point  of  view  by  the  fol- 
lowing letter  written  by  him  after  his  fall  to  his  successor. 
Lord  Chancellor  King,  in  favour  of  his  old  school-fellow, 
Tom  Withers: 

"  My  Lord, 
"  I  have  received  a  letter  from  one  Thomas  Withers,  of 
Newport,  In  Shropshire,  to  desire  your  Lordship  to  appoint 
hira  master  of  the  English  school  in  that  town,  In  the  room 
of  Thomas  Sambrook,  lately  deceased.  At  his  request  I  for- 
merly obtained  the  place  of  my  Lord  Chancellor  Cowper,  for 
this  Thomas  Sambrook,  Avho  Avas  his  nephew ;  but  he  him- 
self Is  now  fallen  Into  misfortunes,  and  begs  the  place  for 
himself.  And  indeed  he  deserves  much  better.  He  Avas  my 
school-felloAv,  and  In  the  same  form  Avith  me,  In  the  Latin 
school,  and  Avas  a  very  good  scholar,  and  Avent  quite  through 
the  school ;  but  his  father  not  being  able  to  send  him  to  the 
imiverslty,  nor  to  get  the  assistance  of  friends  for  that  pur- 
pose, took  him  to  his  OAvn  trade,  Avhlch  Avas  that  of  a  shoe- 
maker, Avherein  he  succeeded  very  Avell,  and  had  the  general 
esteem  of  tlie  neighbouring  gentlemen,  and  Avas  a  great 
faA^ourlte  of  the  late  Lord  Bradford,  Avho,  If  living,  Avould  have 
saved  your  Lordship  this  trouble.  Just  before  I  awis  made 
Chancellor  I  lay  at  XcAvport,  and  !<cnding  for  the  jMastcr 
Avho  had  been  usher  A\'hen  1  was  at  tlie  scliool,  he  told  me  of 
Tom  Withers  my  old  school-fellow,  Avho  Avas  tlicn  In  good 
circumstances,  and  gave  me  an  extraordinary  good  character 
of  him  In  all  respects.  I  sent  for  him,  and  found  he  retained 
pretty  avcU  his  Greek  and  Latin,  though  he  made  no  shoAv  In 
conversation  of  either.  He  has  since  liis  misfortunes  ofh- 
clated  sometimes  for  his  nephew,  Avhose  healtli  did  not  permit 
him  to  attend  the  school  ;  and  has  ample  certificates  of  liis 
Aery    good    bcliaA  lour,    Avliicli    lie    (imagining  me   to    be    in 
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London)  tells  me  he  will  order  one  to  wait  upon  me  with,     cHAP. 
and  I  will  order  to  be  laid  before  your  Lordship  if  you  care     cxxil* 
to  be  troubled  with  them.     I  beg  pardon  for  taking  up  so 
much  of  your  time,  but  I  think   the  case  so   compassionate, 
and  him  so  much  the  best  man  that  can  possibly  be  proposed 
for  this  place,  that  I  could  not  forbear  laying  before  your 
Lordship  some    of  these    particulars,  as  the  opportunity  I 
had  of  knowing  so  much  of  the  person. 
"  I  am  with  great  respect, 
"  My  Lord, 

"  Your  Lordship's  most  faithful 
"  and  obedient  Servant, 

"  Macclesfield."  * 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  whether  the  application 
succeeded.  It  would  have  been  pleasant  to  have  known  that 
Tom  Withers  reached  the  dignity  of  Plead  ^Master  of  New- 
port school,  and  that  the  Ex-chanccllor  visiting  him  there, 
they  both  for  a  time  forgot  all  past  misfortunes,  looking  at 
their  names  cut  out  on  the  old  desks,  and  talking  over  their 
battles  and  boyish  adventures. 

I  know  hardly  any  thing  more  of  Lord  Macclesfield  in  pri- 
vate life.  It  is  said  that  he  was  warm  in  his  friendships,  and 
generally  accessible  and  affable.  We  read  a  good  deal  of  his 
faults  of  temper ;  his  manners  appear  to  have  been  rough, 
both  in  society  and  on  the  bench,  and  I  suspect  that  in  his 
highest  elevation  he  occasionally  forced  the  bystanders  to 
recollect  his  origin  and  his  want  of  early  education. 

He  married  Janet  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Charles  Carrier  His  d 
of  AVirkworth,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  Esq.,  and  l)y  her  Iiad 
issue,  a  son  George,  who  survived  him,  and  a  daugliter 
Elizabeth,  married  to  Sir  William  lleathcote.  The  second 
Earl  of  IMacclcsfield  was  a  celebrated  mathematician,  and 
became  President  of  the  lloyal  Society.  He  it  was  that,  in 
tlie  year  1751,  so  al)ly  assisted  in  carrying  thi-ough  tlu'  l)ill 
for  tlie  reformation  of  the  Calendart,  which  made  the  Parkers 


*    Lord  Lovelace's  >LSS. 

f   "  Lord  Macclesfield,  who  had  the  greatest  share  in  forming  the  bill,  and  who 
one   of  the   greatest  inatliematieians  and  astronomers  in  Europe,  spoke  after- 

o  u   :; 


scendants. 
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CHAP,     for  some  time  very  unpopular,  although  it  be  now  one  of  their 

■     greatest  boasts.*     The  present  respectable  representative  of 

the  family  is  Thomas,  the  fifth  Earl  of  Macclesfield. 

wards  with  infinite  knowledge  and  all  the  clearness  that  so  intricate  a  matter 
could  admit  of:  but  as  his  words,  his  periods,  and  his  utterance  were  not  near 
so  good  as  mine,  the  preference  was  most  unanimously,  though  most  unjustly, 
given  to  me."  —  Lord  Chesterfield's  Letters,  ccxlvii. 

*  Tlie  Chancellor's  grandson  some  time  after,  standing  a  contested  election 
for  the  county  of  Oxford,  the  mob  insultingly  called  out  to  him  — "  Give  us 
back,  you  rascal,  those  eleven  days  which  your  father  stole  from  us." 
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CHAPTER  CXXIII. 


LIFE  OF  LORD  CHANCELLOR  KING  FROM  HIS  BIRTH  TILL  HIS  AV- 
rOINTMENT  AS  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE  OF  THE  COURT  OF  COMMON 
PLEAS. 

We  now  come  to  a  Chancellor,  not  of  the  hio-hest  genius,     CHAP. 

.  CXXIII. 

but  of  most  respectable  talents,  and,  what  is  of  more  con-         ' 


sequence,  of  unblemished  virtue.     Neither  the  wantonness  of  virtuous 
scandal,  nor  the  virulence  of  faction,  could  ever  invent  any  character 
thing  to  the  discredit  of  his  morals  or  of  his  principles,  and   King, 
he  descended  to   the  tomb  one  of  the  most  consistent  and 
spotless  politicians  who  have  ever  appeared  in  England. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  the  son  of  a  grocer  and  His  i)irtii 
Salter  at  Exeter.  His  father,  though  carrying  on  a  wholesale 
and  retail  trade,  is  said  to  have  been  of  a  genteel  family,  long 
settled  at  Glastonbury,  in  Somersetshire,  and  he  was  cer- 
tainly of  good  substance  and  highly  respectable  character. 
In  religion  he  Avas  a  presbyterian  dissenter,  and  he  was  in- 
clined to  the  tenets  of  the  puritans.  He  had  married  a  sister 
of  John  Locke,  the  philosopher.  Peter  King,  the  only  fruit 
of  this  union,  was  born  in  the  year  IGGO,  but  not  being  bap- 
tised by  a  clerg}nnan  of  the  established  church,  the  day  of 
his  birth  is  not  ascertained  by  the  parish  register. 

The  sensible  and  wortliy  tradesman  intended  that  his  son   Hi^  "P- 
should  "increase  his  store"  by  likewise  dealing  in  figs  and  l^'j",;"  ^*^ 
hams,  and  having  given  him  a  scliool  education  snitable  to  this 
mode  of  life,  placed  him  while  still  a  lad  beliind  the  counter. 
For  some   years  the   future   Chancellor   eontimied   to   serve 
customers  in  the  shop,  or  to  go  on  errands  about  the  city  of 
Exeter.      But  from  nature,  or  more  probably  from  some  un- 
known accidental  circumstances,  he  cherislied  a  most  entlui- 
siastic  love  of  learning,  which  disadvantages  and  difHeulties 
only  served  to  inflame.      Having  exhausted  his  fatlier's  little 
library,  consisting  chiefly  of  a  few  ))ooks  in  divinity,  for  which 
he  ever  after  retained  a  great  relish,  he  spent  all  his  ])ocket- 
money  and  penpiisites    in  buying   treatises    on  the  profau: 
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CHAP,     sciences.     He  even  contrived  to  initiate  himself  and  to  make 
CXXIII 
'    considerable  proficiency  in  the  learned  lanp;uagcs,  and  this 

application  to  study  was  so  secret,  that,  in  the  language  of  one 

Ills  love  of  of  his  biographers,  "  he  was  an  excellent  scholar  before  any 

IcarniniT.  . 

one  suspected  it."     But  he  was  detected  by  his  uncle  Locke, 

who  after  a  long  separation  paid  a  visit  to  his  parents,  and 

who,  astounded  at  the  progress  he  had  made  by  self-tuition, 

foresaw  that  it  would  be  vain  to  try  to  force  him  to  submit 

much  longer  to  the  drudgery  of  a  shop  or  warehouse,  and 

anticipated  his  fitness  to  succeed  in  a  learned  profession. 

He  is  sent         Instead  of  going  to  a  public  school  or  university  in  Eng- 

unele^Joiin  ^^^^  where  his  past  occupations  would  have  been  known  and 

Locke,  to      foolishly  made  a  reproach  to  him,  by  the  kind  and  judicious 

sity  of  advice  of  his  uncle  he  was  sent  to  the  university  of  Leyden, 

Leyden,        rarely  frequented  by  Englishmen,  but  Avhich  for  its  excellent 

professors,   and    for   its   cheapness,  continued    the  resort   of 

Scottish  youths   down  to  the  time  of  James  Boswcll,   the 

biographer  of  Johnson.     Here  young  King  continued  some 

years,  and  addicted  himself  to  the  studies  of  the  place  with 

an  ardour  and  perseverance  of  which  there  are  few  examples. 

His  great      BcsIdcs  perfecting  himself  in  classical  lore,  he  ran  round  the 

knowledge    ^yliole  circle  of  the  sciences  as  there  taught ;  but  theolo2:v 

of  divinity.  .  .  .  .  t  i  A   i    -    -     • 

was  still  his  favourite  pursuit,  and  under  a  Calvmistic  pro- 
fessor of  church  history  he  thoroughly  established  himself  in 
the  belief  that,  In  the  Xcw  Testament,  and  In  the  earliest  ages 
of  Christianity,  the  Avords  KirLaKOTTos  and  Upsaovrspos  were 
used  Indiscriminately,  and  that  those  to  whom  tlic  terms  were 
applied  formed  one  and  the  same  grade  In  the  churcli.  He 
was  very  orthodox  in  concurring  in  all  tlie  doctrine  of  the 
church  of  Eno;land,  and  did  not  consider  It  sinful  that  there 
should  be  a  separate  order  of  bishops,  but  he  preferred  the 
Genevcse  model  of  cluirch  govcrument,  founded  on  })resby- 
terian  parity,  and,  strongly  denying  the  necessity  for  episcopal 
ordination,  he  maintained  that  the  sacraments  from  the  hands 
of  a  presbyter  ordained  by  presbyters  were  ecpuilly  efiicuclous 
as  If  administered  by  one  who  could  prove  his  ecclesiastical 
pedigree  through  a  succession  of  bishops  from  tlie  Apostles. 
He,  tlierefore,  Avarmly  suppoi-ted  tlie  plan  wlilch  had  been 
promised  by   Charles  II.   In  his  declaration  from    Breda, — 
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which  Clarendon  ibr  a  time  pretended  to  sanction,  and  chap. 
which  there  had  been  a  renewed  attempt  to  carry  at  the  CXXIII. 
Revolution  —  for  a  revision  of  the  Articles  and  Liturg-y  of  the  TTZT 

«=•'        _  A.D.  1690, 

church,  whereby  presbyterians  as  well  as  episcopalians  might  j|j,  «  j7j^_ 
be  comprehended  within  her  pale.    With  this  view  he  wrote,  n"'ry  '"to 
and  on  his  return  to  this  country  published  a  most  learned  and  tution  and" 
profound  treatise  on  the  subject,  entitled,  "  An  Enquiry  into  Discipline 
the  Constitution  and  Discipline   of  the  Primitive  Church."  mitive 
This  work  made  a  great  sensation,  passed  through  several  Church " 
editions,  and  called  forth  many  learned  and  able  answers, 
particularly  one  by  a  nonjuring  clergyman  of  the  name  of 
Sclater,  which  is  said  (I  believe  without  authority)  even  to 
have  made  a  convert  of  King  himself. 

I  know  not  that  he  ever  thought  seriously  of  going  into 
holy  orders.  If  he  did,  he  must  soon  have  perceived  that, 
to  be  recognised  by  the  Church  of  England,  he  must  sub- 
mit to  Episcopal  ordination  ;  for  his  treatise  did  not  a  bit 
advance  the  scheme  for  a  comprehension,  and,  on  the  con- 
trary, there  was  a  strong  inclination  by  bills  against 
"  occasional  conformity,"  and  against  "  schism,"  to  draw  a 
broader  and  more  offensive  distinction  between  churchmen 
and  dissenters. 

Locke   could  not  instil  into  his  nephew  his  own  love  for   lie  studies 
medicine.     Of  the  learned  professions,  law  alone  remained,     ^^  '^"' 
and  to  this  King  had  no  aversion,  having  with  much  satisfac- 
tion attended  at   Leyden  a  course   of  lectures  on  the  Pan- 
dects.     Accordingly,    with  the  full  approbation  of  his  uncle,    Oct.  23. 
within  a  year  after  his  return  to  England,  he  was  entered  as 
a  student  at  the  jNIiddlc  Temple.* 

"  ]\Ioots,"  and  "Headings,"  and  "Exercises,"  at  the  Inns   His  dill- 
of  Court  had  now  fallen  into  great  decay,  and  the  existing  S^^"*^*-'- 
})ractice  of  j)U])ilage    under  special   pleaders,    conveyancer:?, 
and  equity  draughtsmen  having  hardly  begun,   I  know  not 
bv  what  appliances  a   practical  knowledge  of  the   law  Avas 
ol)taiucd  beyond  reading  in  chambers,  and  note-taking  in  the 

•   "  Octobris  L'S".  \G9-i".  —  :\Ir.  Petrus  King  (iliiis  et   lieics"! 
api)arL'iis  .Jcroiiimi  Kiiii;  dc  Civitat-Exon-jreii- Adniissus  est  in  I  ^ 

8oci(.tatem    Medij    Temi)li    Spualiter    et    ohligatur    una    cum    ( 
Et  jiat  %!•  fine  -  -  -  -J 

—  Boo.'^s  of  Mill, lie  Trwph: 
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CHAP,     courts  at  Westminster.     Of  King's  habits  during  this  period 
CXXIII.    ^£  Yils  life,  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  no  authentic  account; 
but  from  the  result,  his  devotion  to  juridical  study  must 
have  been  intense  and  unremitted.     He  was  never  supposed 
to  have  become  quite  familiar  with  Equity  practice,  but  be- 
fore he  had  put  on  his  gown,  he  was  allowed  to  be  a  consum- 
mate master  of  the  common  law,  having  studied  it  scienti- 
fically and  historically,  and  knowing  thoroughly  its  founda- 
tions and  its  principles,  as  well  as  the  procedure  by  which  it 
was  administered.     His  study  of  the  English  constitution, 
and  of  political  science,  on  which  at  the  same  time  he  be- 
stowed much  attention,  was  conducted  under  the  advice  of 
his  uncle,  who  had  become  most  tenderly  attached  to  him, 
and  regarded  him  as  a  son. 
He  is  called       After  keeping  Terms  for  seven  years,  he  was  called  to  the 
JunrsI'''''    ^^^  ^n  Trinity  Term,  1698.  *     A  few  days  after  he  received 
1698.  the  following  letter,  containing  good  wishes  and  good  advice 

from  his  kinsman  :  — 

"  Gates,  27th  June,  — 98. 

"  Dear  Cousin  f. 
Advice  « Your  company  here  had  been  ten  times  welcomer  than 

Locke  to      ^^y  ths  best  excuses  you  could  send.     But  you  may  now 
King  on       pretend  to  be  a  man  of  business,  and  there  can  be  nothing 

Ills  cull  ^ 

to  the  bar.  Said  to  you.  I  wish  you  good  success  in  it,  and  doubt  not 
but  you  have  the  advice  of  those  who  are  better  skilled  than 
I  in  the  matter.  But  yet  I  cannot  forbear  saying  this  mucli 
to  you,  that  when  you  first  open  your  mouth  at  the  bar,  it 

*  "  Ad  Parliamentu-tentu-Junij  3°.  1698".  —  Mr.  Amory  II.  Ffloyne,  J. 
Gardiner  G«.,  Pyne  W.,  Nelson  H.,  Tliomson  W.,  Ruttcr  E.,  Partridge  H., 
Brockett  J.  Jun"".,  Salkeld  W.,  Hurdis  H.,  Edwards,  H.  Jun.,  are  called  to  tlie 
Degree  of  the  Utter  barr  ;  Weldon,  W.  and  Nutley,  R.  ex  gratia,  King,  P. 
upon  the  recomcndaton  of  y'^  the  Lord  Cheifc  Justice  Treby,  and  Clarke,  J. 
upon  the  recomcndaton  of  INIr,  Baron  Lechmere,  are  also  called  to  the  same 
Degree."  —  Books  of  Middle  Temple.  On  the  3 1st  of  May,  1698,  King  had 
been  admitted  to  a  set  of  chambers  in  Elm  Court. 

f  From  this  appellation  some  have  supposed  that  they  could  not  have  been  so 
nearly  related  as  I  have  supposed;  but,  in  the  English  language,  "cousin" 
means  "  any  one  collaterally  related  more  remotely  than  a  brother  or  sister," 
and  it  is  often  aj)plied  to  a  nephew.      Thus  : 

"  Tybalt,  my  cousin  !   O  iny  brother's  child  ! 
Unhappy  light  !      Alas  the  blood  is  spilled 
Of  my  dear  cousin." 
—  Shahs. 
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should  be  in  some  easy  plain  matter  that  you  are  perfectly  CHAP. 

,          />  5)  CXXIII, 
master  or. 


Our  young  barrister  sent  to  Oates  an  account  of  having  a.  d.  1698. 
successfully  made  his  maiden   motion,    and   of  having   the 
prospect  of  a  little  business.     Still  he  was  cautioned  against 
presumption. 

"  Oates,  July  3.  — 98. 

"  Dear  Cousin, 
"  I  am  fflad  that  you  are  so  well  entered  at  the  bar  ;  it  is  Another 

,    .  .     ,  ,  1         1     •       1  •  letter  of 

my  advice  to  you  to  go  on  quietly,  and  to  speak  only  in  things  advice  to 
tliat  you  are  perfectly  master  of,  till  you  have  got  a  confi-  J»m  <"rom 
dence  and  habit  of  talking  at  the  bar.     I  have  many  reasons 
for  it,  which  I  shall  discover  to  you  when  I  see  you." 

Kino;  chose  the  Western  Circuit,  and  there  his  own  merits  His  success 
were  seconded  powerfully  by  the  dissenters,  and  the  laudable  ^g^lgrn 
Devonian  disposition  to  push  forward  a  young  countryman   Circuit, 
well  qualified  to  succeed  at  the  bar.     His  success  was  rapid ; 
he  was   soon   eagerly  retained   in  causes  of  all  sorts,  particu- 
larly in  quo  ivarrantoes  respecting  borough  elections,  whicli, 
till  the  Reform  Bill,  were  the  great  source  of  profit  in  the 
West ;  —  and   the   attorneys   contended    among  themselves, 
which  of  them  had  the  chief  credit  of  having  brought  him 
into  business. 

He  was  ere  long  ripe  for  the  next  step  in  the  progress  of  a  He  is  rc- 
successful   lawyer  —  being   introduced    into    the    House   of  *"'""^^°^ 

•'  o  parliament. 

Commons.  The  Whigs,  whose  principles  he  approved  of, 
were  at  this  time  very  low.  The  Tory  reaction  had  been  so 
strong  as  to  compel  King  AVilliam  to  dismiss  Lord  Somers, 
and  to  transfer  the  Great  Seal  to  Sir  Nathan  Wright.  Ac- 
cording to  a  very  common  professional  course  followed  before 
and  since,  —  so  often  as  to  be  free  from  lasting  disgrace,  —  the 
ambitious  young  lawyer  should  have  ratted,  —  asserting  that 
his  old  friends  had  changed  their  principles,  and  Avere  now 
going  such  lengths  as  he  could  not  consistently  support ;  —  but 
through  good  report  and  evil  report  he  steadily  adhered  to 
tlic  cause  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  It  happened  in  his 
instance  that  honesty  led  to  prosperity,  and  he  was  applauded  ; 
but  if  he  had  failed,  he  would  have  been  lauglied  at,  and  he 
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^iA|*-     would  have  seen  successful  renegades  enjoying  much  more  of 

^  general  consideration  than  himself. 

A.D.  1701.  A  dissolution  of  parliament  taking  place  in  the  end  of  the 
year  1700,  he  found  that  he  should  have  little  chance  in 
attempting  to  represent  any  large  constituency,  the  popular 
cry  being  "  The  Church  is  in  danger !  Down  with  the  Dis- 
senters ; "  but  having  been  recommended  by  his  uncle  to  the 
Whig  leaders,  he  was  elected  for  the  snug  borough  of  Be- 
realstone,  which  he  represented  in  six  parliaments,  and  which 
returned  Whig  lawyers  for  a  great  many  years. 

The  Tories  gained  an  overwhelming  majority  at  this  ge- 
neral election,  and  they  threatened  not  only  to  impeach  Lord 
Somers  and  the  late  Ministers,  but  to  repeal  the  Toleration 
Act,  and  to  revive  all  the  most  obnoxious  laAvs  against  the 
Dissenters.  The  session  was  to  begin  in  February,  only  a 
short  time  before  the  spring  circuit.  Locke,  anxious  that  his 
nephew  should  do  his  duty  in  parliament,  even  at  some  con- 
siderable professional  sacrifice,  thus  addressed  him :  — 

"Jan.  27.  1701. 

"  Dear  Cousin, 

Urged  by  "  I  am  as  positive  as  I  can  be  in  any  thing  that  you  should 

prefer  his      ^"^^  think  of  going  the  next  circuit.     I  do  not  in  the  mean 

duties  in       time  forget  your  calling ;  but  what  this  one  omission  may  be 

to  profes"     of  ^0*=^  ^o  yo^^j  may.  be  made  up  otherwise.     I  am  sure  there 

sional  gain,  -^yas  ncvcr  SO  Critical  a  time  when  every  honest  member  of 

parliament  ouglit  to  watcli  his  trust,  and  that  you  will  see 

before  the  end  of  the  next  vacation.     I  therefore  expect  in 

your  next  a  positive  promise  to  stay  in   town.     I   tell  you, 

you  will  not,  you  shall  not  repent  it." 

The  young  member  seems  to  have  sent  a  becoming  answer ; 
but  his  virtuous  resolution  was  strengthened  by  anotlier 
exhortation  from  the  same  quarter. 

"Jan.  31.  1701. 

"  Dear  Cousin, 

Locke's  ad-        "  Your  staying  in  town  the  next  vacation  I  look  upon  a.s 

Isl  mem-"  I'csolvcd,  and  the  reasons  I  find  for  it  in  your  own  letters, 

her  of  par-    now  that  I  havc  time  to  read  them  a  little  more  deliberately, 

I  think  sufficient  to  determine   you   should,    though   I   say 

nothing  at  all.    Every  time  I  think  of  it  I  am  more  and  more 
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confirmed  In  the  opinion  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  in  all     CHAP. 
.                            .                                       .              CXXIII 
respects,  whether  I  consider  the  public  or  your  own  private  * 

concerns,  neither  of  which  are  indifferent  to  me.  It  is  my  a„.  noi. 
private  thought  that  the  parliament  will  scarce  sit  even  so 
much  as  to  choose  a  Speaker  before  the  end  of  the  Term; 
but  whenever  he  is  cliosen,  it  is  of  no  small  consequence 
which  side  carries  it,  if  there  be  two  nominated  or  at  least  in 
view,  as  it  is  ten  to  one  there  will  be,  especially  in  a  par- 
liament chosen  with  so  much  struggle.  Plaving  given  all  the 
help  possibly  you  can  in  this,  which  is  usually  a  leading 
point,  showing  the  strength  of  the  parties,  my  next  advice  to 
you  is  not  to  speak  at  all  in  the  House  for  some  time,  whatever 
fair  opportunity  you  may  seem  to  have.  But  though  you 
keep  your  mouth  shut,  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  have  your 
eyes  open  to  see  the  temper  and  observe  the  motions  of  the 
House,  and  diligently  to  remark  the  skill  of  management, 
and  carefully  watch  the  first  and  secret  beginning  of  things, 
and  their  tendencies,  and  endeavour,  If  there  be  danger  In 
them,  to  crush  them  In  the  egg.  You  will  say,  what  can  you 
do  who  are  not  to  speak?  It  Is  true  I  would  not  have  you 
speak  to  the  House,  but  you  may  communicate  your  light  or 
apprehensions  to  some  honest  speaker  Avho  may  make  use  of 
It,  for  there  have  always  been  very  able  members  who  never 
speak,  who  yet,  by  their  penetration  and  foresight,  have  this 
way  done  as  much  service  as  any  within  those  walls ;  and 
liereljy  you  will  more  recommend  yourself  when  people  shall 
observe  so  nuicli  modesty  joined  with  your  parts  and  judgment, 
than  If  you  sliould  seem  forward  tliough  you  spoke  well."* 

King's  patriotic  resolve  was   fartlier  fortified  by  the  fol- 
lowing letter:  — 

"  Gates,  Ttli  Fcl).  — 01 , 

"  Dear  Cousin, 
"  I  am  glad  to  find  by  yours  of  January  30.  that  you  are   Faitbercx. 
resolved  to  stay.      Your  own  resolution,  in  case  of  iniforescm   '".'■t-'iti""  to 

him  from 
I^ocku  to 

*  The  shnjilii-ity  of  tlie  i)hilosopher  somowhat  ri-scmhlcs  tliat  of  the  Emperor 
Alexander  of  Kussia,  wlio,  heing  in  Fii^Iaiid  in  181/5,  said  to  a  fjreat  Whif 
Lord  that  "he  had  admired  the  Ori-osinoN  as  a  valuable  ]>art  of  tlie  Enjilish 
conslitution,  hut  lie  thought  it  would  he  l)ettir  still  if  the  nienihers  of  o])position 
were  re(juired  to  <;ive  tiieir  advice  to  ministers  in  private  instead  of  ecnsurino- 
tlicni  in  parliament.' 


^74 
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CHAP. 
CXXIIL 

A.  D.  1701. 

prefer  his 
duties  in 
parliament. 


King's  si. 
lence  in  tlie 
House  of 
Commons, 


His  "His- 
tory of  the 
A  (jostles' 
Creed. " 


accidents f  will  always  be  in  your  own  power.  Or  if  you  will 
make  me  the  compliment  that  you  will  not  go  without  my  leave, 
you  may  be  sure  that,  on  any  unforeseen  pressing  occasion 
that  may  happen,  you  will  not  only  have  my  leave,  but  my 
persuasion  to  go.  But  as  things  arc,  I  think  it  your  interest 
to  stay." 

The  honourable  and  learned  member  for  Berealstone  ac- 
cordingly gave  up  the  spring  circuit,  which  lawyers  know 
must  have  been  a  considerable  effort  of  patriotism,  as  he 
thereby  not  only  sacrificed  present  profit,  but  hazarded  his 
I^rofessional  position.  His  stay  in  town  was  of  little  use 
with  respect  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  for  Harley,  the 
Tory  candidate,  was  elected  in  preference  to  Onslow,  the 
Whig,  by  a  majority  of  249  to  125. 

What  hints  King  communicated  to  the  Whig  leaders  we 
know  not,  but  he  seems  literally  to  have  followed  his  uncle's 
advice,  and  never  to  have  opened  his  mouth  during  the 
whole  session,  although  there  were  such  tempting  subjects 
brought  forward  as  the  settlement  of  the  Crown  upon  the 
House  of  Hanover,  under  the  impracticable  condition,  ma- 
liciously introduced  by  the  favourers  of  the  exiled  family, 
that  no  one  holding  any  office  under  the  Crown  should  sit  in 
the  House  of  Commons  ;  —  the  impeachment  of  Somcrs  and 
his  late  colleagues ;  —  and  the  quarrel  between  the  two 
Houses,  which  led  to  an  acquittal. 

He  still  took  great  delight  in  theological  reading,  and  he 
now  published  "  The  History  of  the  Apostles'  Creed,  with 
Critical  Observations  on  its  several  Articles."  Coming  out 
anonymously,  it  was  ascribed  to  several  eminent  divines,  and 
the  world  was  astonished  to  learn  that  it  was  the  production 
of  a  layman.  So  })rofouiKl,  acciu'atc,  and  orthodox  is  the 
work,  that  it  is  still  recommended  by  Bishops  to  candidates 
for  holy  orders. 

On  the  sudden  revolution  in  public  opinion  which  was 
produced  by  Louis  XIV. 's  recognition  of  the  1^-etcnder,  and 
his  threatened  invasion.  Parliament  being  again  dissolved. 
King  was  reinstated  in  the  House  of  Connuons  l)y  tlic  Lord 
of"  Berealstone,  and  the  Whigs  now  had  a  majority. 

King  still  for  some  time  remained  silent  in  the  House, 
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but  he  was  diligent  in  his  attendance;  and  there  being  no     chap. 
Times  or  Morning   Chronicle  in  existence,  he  almost   daily    ^^^I^*- 
sent  an  account  of  the  proceedings  to  Oates  for  the  use  of  ^  ^^  j-^^ 
his  kinsman,  who  still  took  a  very  lively  interest  in  public  King's  ac- 
aifairs.     The  Reports  he  furnished  are  not  so  full  or  inte-  ^"""^'^  to 

.  -^  _  Ijocke  ot 

restmg  as  might  have  been  expected.     I  copy  a  specimen  of  proceedings 
them :  —  ^"  Pf ''^- 

mcnt. 
"  17th  Feb.  1702. 

*'  This  day  was  expected  to  be  the  greatest  day  of  this 
Parliament,  the  business  thereof  being  to  consider  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Finch 
moved  first,  and  he  proposed  the  first  question,  which  was 
assented  to  without  any  division,  as  were  likewise  two  others, 
which  were  — 

"  1.  That  to  assert  that  the  House  of  Commons  was  not 
tlie  representative  of  all  the  people  of  England,  was  sub- 
versive of  the  constitution  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

"  2.  The  same  as  to  asserting  that  the  House  of  Commons 
luid  not  power  to  imprison  others  besides  their  own  members. 

"  3.  The  same  as  to  libels  on  the  House  of  Commons. 

"  A  4 til  question  proposed  was,  that  reflecting  on  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  praying  a  dissolution  of  the  Par- 
liament, were  tending  to  sedition,  &c.  That  was  opposed 
with  courage  and  heat,  so  that  the  gentlemen  who  were  for 
it  moved  to  leave  out  the  latter  words  about  praying  the 
dissolution  of  the  Parliament :  upon  which  a  motion  was 
made  to  leave  the  Chair,  and  therefore  the  Speaker  took  the 
Chair  and  adjourned ;  by  which  means  all  the  business  of  the 
Committee  is  fallen  to  the  ground,  and  is  as  if  it  never 
were  —  which  is  very  great  mortification  to  some  people, 
tliough  not  to 

"  Your  most  afFectlonatc 

"  Cousin  and  Serv*, 

"  P.  King.* 

On  another  occasion,  describing  the  de'l)atc  on  the  first  day  Nov.  p. 
of  tlic  session,  after  giving  a  sketch  of  the  (Queen's  s})eecli,   ^'°'' 

*  This  debate  is  never  luuiibered  or  referred  to  in  the  "  Parliamentary 
History,' 


A.i).  1702. 
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CHAP,     he  says :  —  "  Sir  E.  S r  was  only  for  a  general  address  of 

CXXIII.  thanks,  and  not  to  thank  particularly  till  the  House  had 
first  considered  the  particular  mattejs  of  the  speech.  But  it 
was  carried  with  a  swing  to  thank  her  Majesty  particularly 
for  all  those  things  mentioned  in  her  speech,  and  to  assure 
her  that  we  will  stand  by,  support,  and  maintain  all  her 
alliances  already  made  or  to  be  made."  * 
King's  At  last  King   made  his  maiden  speech,   which  seems  to 

maiden         havc  been  successful ;  but  we  remain  ignorant  of  the  subject 

speech.  ->  o  j 

of  it,  and  we  should  not  have  known  that  he  had  spoken  but 
for  the  following  letter  from  his  cautious  kinsman :  — 

«  Feb.  29th,  1702. 

Locke's  "  Dear  Cousin,  —  I  am  very  glad  the  ice  is  broke,  and  that 

tion^anlT  ^'  ^^  ^^'^^   succccded  SO   Avcll ;  but   now   you  have  showed  the 

advice.  House  that  you  can  sjDcak,  I  advise  you  to  let  them  see  you 

can  hold  your  peace,  and  let  nothing  but  some  point  of  law, 

which  you  are  perfectly  clear  in,  or  the  utmost  necessity,  call 

you  up  again." 

King,  pleased  with  his  debut,  and  considering  how  the  fame 
of  it  might  raise  him  into  a  nisi  prius  leader  in  the  West, 
was  about  to  join  the  circuit  when  he  received  the  following 
admonition  from  his  uncle  :  — 

"  March  :5.  1702. 

"  Dear  Cousin,  —  I  imagine  by  what  you  say  of  the  circuit, 
that  you  have  not  duly  considered  the  state  in  which  we  arc 
now  placed.  Pray  reflect  upon  it  well,  and  then  tell  me 
whether  you  can  think  of  being  a  week  together  absent  from 
your  trust  in  parliament,  till  you  sec  the  main  point  settled, 
and  the  kingdom  in  a  posture  of  defence  agalnt-t  the  ruin  that 
threatens  it.  The  reason  why  I  pressed  you  to  stay  In  town 
was,  to  give  the  world  a  testimony  how  mucli  you  preferred 
the  public  to  your  private  interest,  and  how  true  you  were 
to  any  trust  you  undertook ;  this  is  no  small  character,  nor 
of  small  advantage  to  a  man  coming  into  tlic  world.  Be- 
sides, I  thought  it  no  good  husbandry  for  a  man  to  get  ji 
few    fees    on    circuit,    and   lose   Westminster  Hall.     For  I 

*  Tills  is  a  fuller  account  of  the  debate  than  in  the  "  Parliamentary  Ilistorv." 
See  vol.  vi.  151. 
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assure  you  "Westminster  Hall  is  at  stake,  and  I  wonder  how     CHAP. 

•  •  cxx  I  ir 

any  one  of  the  House  can  sleep  till  he  sees  England  in  a   ' 

better  state  of  defence,  and  how  he  can  talk  of  any  thing  ^  ^  j-Qg 
else  till  that  is  done." 

At  this  time  all  seemed  prosperous  with  the  Whigs,  and  King's  at- 
the  appointment  of  a  new  ministry  was  every  day  expected,  p^^evaVon 
King's  friends  thinking  that  he  had  fair  pretensions  to  the   Locke  to 
office  of  Solicitor  General :  but  his  hopes  and  those  of  his  London 
party  seemed  blasted  for  ever  by  the  death  of  William  III.,  March  8. 
and  the  triumphant  accession  of  the  Tories  to  power  under  i"02. 
Queen  Anne. 

King  continued  in  parliament,  but  almost  abjured  po- 
litics, and  devoted  himself  to  his  profession  —  steadily  ad- 
vancing to  the  top  of  it. 

In  the  following  year  he  earnestly  attempted  to  prevail  on 
his  kinsman  to  revisit  the  metropolis,  thinking  that  a  sight  of 
his  old  friends  would  revive  him,  and  received  the  following 
answer :  — 


«'  April  30tli,  1703. 

"  In  your  last  you  seemed  desirous  of  my  coming  to  town  ; 
I  have  many  reasons  to  desire  to  be  there,  but  I  doubt 
whether  ever  I  shall  see  it  again.  Take  not  this  for  a  splenetic 
thought ;  I  thank  God  I  have  no  melancholy  on  that  account. 
But  I  cannot  but  feel  what  I  feel ;  my  shortness  of  breath  is 
so  far  from  being  relieved  by  the  renewing  season  of  the  year 
as  it  used  to  be,  that  it  sensibly  cncreases  upon  me.  I  have 
several  things  to  talk  to  you  of,  and  some  of  present  concern- 
ment to  yoiu'self,  and  I  know  not  whether  this  may  not  be 
my  last  time  of  seeing  you.  I  shall  not  die  the  sooner  for 
having  cast  up  my  reckoning,  and  judging  as  hnpartially  of 
my  state  as  I  can.  I  hope  I  shall  not  live  one  jot  the  less 
cheerfully  the  time  tliat  I  am  here,  nor  neglect  any  of  the 
offices  of  life  wliilst  I  have  it ;  for  Avhcther  it  be  a  month  or 
a  year,  or  seven  years  longer,  the  longest  any  one  out  of 
kindness  or  compliment  can  propose  to  me,  is  so  near  nothing 
when  considered  in  respect  of  eternity,  that  if  the  sight 
<<^  death  can  put  an  end  to  the  comforts  of  life,  it  is  always 
near  enough,  especially  to  one  of  my  age,  to  have  no  satlsfac- 
tion  in  living." 

vor,.  IV.  p  r 
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CHAP.         King's  visits  were  now  more  frequent  to  his  uncle,  at  what- 
'  ever  sacrifice,  and  he  had  the  unspeakable  satisfaction  of  pro- 

longing the  old  man's  days  by  his  kindness,  and  rendering 
them  more  comfortable. 
King  in  "We  must  now  take  a  glance  at  our  hero  playing  the  part 

of  a  lover.  Having  reached  his  thirty-fourth  year,  he  either 
felt  the  tender  passion,  or  he  prudentially  resolved  to  form  a 
respectable  matrimonial  connection.  The  object  of  his  choice 
was  Anne,  the  daughter  of  Richard  Seyes,  Esquire,  of 
Boverton,  in  Grlamorganshire,  deceased.  The  young  lady, 
beautiful  and  accomplished,  possessed  a  very  slender  fortune, 
but  she  had  great  expectations  from  a  maiden  aunt  who  had 
brought  her  up.  King,  upon  this  occasion,  consulted  Locke 
as  a  father,  and  appears  to  have  received  from  him  some  very 
prudent  counsel,  —  as  we  may  conjecture  from  the  following 
reply :  — 

"  13th  June,  1703. 

King  to  "  I  thank  you  for  your  last  letter,  and  the  several  kind 

Locke  re-     Jjints  In  It.    I  bclicve  the  aunt  will  not  come  under  any  lej^al 

specting  his  .         .  ^        „  .  ,  .  ./        o 

courtship,  obligation  for  futurity,  but  she  promiseth  well.  As  to  the 
young  lady,  she  hath  wit  and  sense,  and  will,  I  believe,  be 
very  easy  in  all  those  things  you  mention." 

The  courtship  proceeded ;  but  from  a  difficulty  about  set- 
tlements, or  some  other  cause  not  explained  to  us,  it  was 
not  brought  to  a  happy  conclusion  till  the  long  vacation  In 
the  following  year.  Meanwhile,  Locke,  thinking  that  his  last 
hour  was  at  hand,  wrote  the  following  letter  to  his  nephew: — 

"June  1st,  1704. 

Locke,  "  I  remember  It  is  the  end  of  a  term,  a  busy  time   witli 

be'dvlil^"  ^°  yo^>  ^^^  y°^^  intend  to  be  here  speedily,  which  is  better  than 
sends  for  writing  at  a  distance.  Pray  be  sure  to  order  your  matters  so 
as  to  spend  all  tlie  next  week  with  mc  ;  as  far  as  I  can  im- 
partially guess,  it  will  be  the  last  week  I  am  ever  like  to  have 
with  you ;  for,  if  I  mistake  not,  I  have  very  little  time  left  In 
the  world.  This  comfortable,  and  to  me  usually  restorative, 
season  of  the  year,  lias  no  effect  upon  me  for  the  better:  on 
the  contrary,  all  appearances  concur  to  warn  nie  that  the  dis- 
solution of  this  cottajje  is  not  far  off.     Kcfuse  not  iherefore 


Kinsi. 
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to  help  me  to  pass  some  of  the  last  hours  of  my  life  as  easily     CHAP, 
as  may  be,  in  the  conversation  of  one  who  is  not  only  the  '_ 


nearest,  but  the  dearest  to  me,  of  any  man  in  the  world.  I 
have  a  great  many  things  to  talk  with  you,  which  I  can  talk 
to  nobody  else  about.  I  therefore  desire  you  again  deny  not 
this  to  my  affection.  I  know  nothing  at  such  a  time  so 
desirable  and  so  useful  as  the  conversation  of  a  friend  one 
loves  and  relies  on." 

King,    as    may   be    supposed,    instantly  posted   down  to  Locke's 
Gates,  and  did  every  thing  to  soothe  the  sufferer  which  could  ^^'^^''^^y- 
be  done  by  a  pious  son  for  a  revered  parent.     His  attentions 
proved  successful,  and  warm  weather  following,  Locke  had  a 
wonderful   revival,    and  was    freer  from  pain  than  he  had 
been  for  years  past. 

King's  affair  of  the  heart  now  took  an  auspicious  turn,  and  King's 
it  was  ao;reed  that  after  the  summer  circuit  he  should  be  "^''''■"'''S'?- 
united  to  the  object  of  his  affections.  This  news  gave  great 
delight  to  the  philosopher,  and  his  conduct  on  the  occasion 
places  him  in  the  most  amiable  point  of  view,  forcing  us  to 
love  him  as  much  as  to  admire  and  to  reverence  him.  Though 
conscious  that  when  the  severe  season  returned  he  could  not 
long  encounter  his  maladies,  he  took  an  imabated  interest  in 
the  pursuits  of  his  friends,  and  he  was  devotedly  anxious  to 
contribute  to  their  happiness.  He  could  not  move  from 
home,  but  he  insisted  on  an  immediate  visit  from  the  new- 
married  pair, — and  on  their  wedding-day  thus  wrote  the  author 
of  the  Essay  on  the  Human  Understanding,  the  Analysis  of 
the  Principles  of  Free  Government,  the  Apostle  of  Toleration, 
the  first  intelligent  Advocate  of  useful  Education,  the  Founder 
of  Free  Trade  in  England  :  — 

"  Oates,  1  Gtli  Sept.  —04. 

"  Dear  Cousin, 

"  I  am  just  rose  from  dinner,  where  the  bride  and  l)rldc-  I-ot-ko's 

groom's    health   was  heartily  drank,   again   and   again,   with  ^ions  for 

Avishes  that   this  day  may  be  the  bea-lnnlnij;  of  a  very  hap|)y  reccMvinsr  a 

hie  to  them  botli.      >v  c   hope  we   liave  hit  tlie  time  right :   if  Kinir  and 

not,  it  is  your  fault  who  have  mls^led  u?;.  '"''  '""'^"• 

"  I   desire   you   to   brlna;  me  down  twentv  uulneas.     The 
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CHAP,     wooden  standish,  and  the  Turkish  travels  of  the  Exeter  man, 
XXI IT.    J  know  you  will  not  forget.     But  there  arc  other  things  of 
more  importance  on  this  occasion,  which  you  ought  not  to 
omit,  viz. :  — 

"  4  dried  neats'  tongues. 

"12  Partriges  that  are  fresh,  and  will  bear  the  carriage, 
and  will  keep  a  day  after  they  are  here. 

"  4  Pheasants.  The  same  I  said  of  the  partriges  I  say  of 
the  pheasants. 

"4  Turkey  poults  ready  larded,  if  they  be  not  out  of 
season. 

"  4  Fresh  Aburn  Rabbits,  if  they  are  to  be  got. 

"  Plovers,  or  woodcocks,  or  snipes,  or  whatever  else  is  good 
to  be  got  at  the  poulterer's,  except  ordinary  tame  fowls. 

*'  12  Chichester  male  lobsters,  if  they  can  be  got  alive  — 
if  not,  6  dead  ones  that  are  sweet. 

"  2  large  Crabs  that  are  fresh. 

"  Crawfish  and  Prawns,  if  they  are  to  be  got. 

"  A  double  barrel  of  the  best  Colchester  oysters. 

"  I  have  writ  to  John  Gray  to  offer  you  his  service.  He 
was  bred  up  in  my  old  Lord  Shaftesbury's  kitchen,  and  was 
my  Lady  Dowager's  cook.  I  got  him  to  be  messenger  to  the 
Council  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  and  have  often  employed 
him  when  I  have  had  occasion  in  matters  of  this  nature,  when 
I  have  found  him  diligent  and  useful. 

"  I  desire  you  also  to  lay  out  between  20  and  30  shillings 
in  dried  sweet-meats  of  several  kinds,  sucli  as  some  woman 
skilful  in  those  matters  shall  choose  as  fit  and  fashionable 
(excepting  orange  and  lemon  peel  candied,  of  which  we  are 
provided).  Let  them  be  good  of  the  kind,  and  do  not  be 
sparing  in  the  cost,  but  rather  exceed  30  shillings. 

"  These  things  you  must  take  care  to  bring  down  with 
you,  that  I  may,  on  this  short  warning,  have  something  to 
entertain  your  friends,  and  may  not  be  out  of  countenance 
while  they  are  here.  If  there  be  any  thing  that  you  can 
find  your  wife  loves,  be  sure  that  provision  be  made  of 
that,  and  plentifully,  whether  I  have  mentioned  it  or  no. 

"  Pray  let  there  be  a  pound  of  Pistachios,  and  some  China 
oranges,  if  there  be  any  come  in." 
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In  his  affectionate  zeal  that  the  feast  might  pass  oif  aus-     CHAP. 

piciously,  on  the  following  day  he  again  addressed  the  bride-  '_ 

groom :  — 

«  Gates,  17th  Sept.  —04. 

"  Dear  Cousin, 
"  Though  I  writ  to  you  yesterday,  yet  understanding  by 
-  yours  of  the  10th,  that  the  business  is  complete,  at  which  I 
rejoice,  I  cannot  forbear  to  write  to  you  to-day  to  wish  you 
and  my  cousin,  your  wife,  joy,  to  whom,  pray  give  my  hearty 
service.  I  expected  no  more  in  your  letter  than  you  writ. 
It  was  enough  for  a  man  on  his  wedding-day ;  and  therefore 
I  hope,  though  you  say  nothing  that  you  have  prepared  my 
present  of  a  toilet  furniture  for  my  cousin,  your  wife,  and 
will  give  it  her  from  me  before  you  come  out  of  town ;  else 
I  shall  complain  to  her  of  you  when  I  see  her."  [lie  then 
proceeds  with  a  great  many  minute  directions  as  to  the  pro- 
visions —  the  choosing  of  them,  the  packing  of  them  —  a 
statement  that  they  would  be  eight  at  tabic,  and  a  hope  that 
John  Gray  would  be  able  to  make  a  bill  of  fare,  concluding 
with  these  kind  words,]  "  I  shall  be  glad  to  bid  you  and  my 
cousin,  your  wife,  joy  myself,  and  am 

"  Your  most  affectionate  Cousin,  and 

"humble  Servant, 

"  John  Locke." 

John  Gray  performed  his  part  to  admiration,  showing  that   Their  visit 
he  had  served  under  a  great  master  in  the  sqavoir  vivre.     The  *°  l^ocke. 
philosopher  himself  could  taste  little  beyond  a  crust  of  bread 
and  a  cup   of  water,  but  he  was  the  most   cheerful  of  the 
party,  and  felt  true  happiness  in  making  others  happy. 

Tlic  wedding-party  had  scarcely  left  him,  when  the  His  last  ill- 
cold  weather  returning,  his  asthma  and  liis  other  complaints  ""^' 
were  worse  than  they  had  ever  been,  and  lie  knew  that  cer- 
tainly his  hour  was  come.  l>ut  In  the  consciousness  of  a  well- 
spent  life,  and  far  more  in  the  firm  faith  of  the  great  truths 
oF  the  gospel,  his  serenity  was  luielouded :  He  had  before 
executed  his  will,  leaving  King  the  bulk  of  his  property, 
and  now  he  wrote  to  him  the  following  letter,  more  fully 
to  explain  his  wishes,  and  to  bid  him  a  last  farewell :  — 
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J_       "  That  yoii  will  faithfully  execute  all  that  you  find  in  my 

l-ocke's  will,  I  cannot  doubt,  my  dear  cousin.  Nor  can  I  less  depend 
farewell  upon  your  following  my  directions,  and  complying  with  my 
King.  desires  in  things  not  fit  to  be  put  into  so  solemn  and  public  a 

writing. 

"  You  will  find  amongst  my  papers  several  subjects  pro- 
posed to  my  thoughts,  which  are  very  little  more  than  extem- 
pore views  laid  down  in  sudden  and  imperfect  draughts,  which, 
though  intended  to  be  revised,  and  farther  looked  into  after- 
wards, yet,  by  the  intervention  of  business,  or  preferable  in- 
quiries, happened  to  be  thrust  aside  and  so  lay  neglected,  and 
sometimes  quite  forgotten.  Some  of  them,  indeed,  did  engage 
my  thoughts  at  such  a  time  of  leisure,  and  in  such  a  temper 
of  mind,  that  I  laid  them  not  wholly  by  upon  the  first  inter- 
ruption, but  took  them  in  hand  again  as  occasion  served,  and 
went  on  in  pursuance  of  my  first  design  till  I  had  satisfied 
myself  in  the  inquii-y  I  at  first  proposed.  Of  this  kind  is,  1. 
my  discourse,  '  Of  seeing  all  things  in  God.'  "  2.  My  dis- 
course "  Of  Miracles."  3.  My  "  Conduct  of  the  Under- 
standing." 4.  Papers  inscribed  "  Physica."  5.  My  *'  Com- 
mentaries upon  the  Epistle  of  St.  Paul."  (After  directions 
respecting  their  publication,  the  management  of  his  affairs, 
and  the  payment  of  his  legacies,  he  concludes,  in  a  tone 
of  great  tenderness : )  —  "  Pemembcr  it  is  my  earnest 
request  to  you  to  take  care  of  the  youngest  son  of  Sir  Francis 
and  Lady  jMasham,  in  all  his  concerns,  as  if  he  Avere  your 
brother.  He  has  never  failed  to  pay  me  all  the  respect,  and 
do  me  all  the  good  offices  he  was  capable  of  performing,  with 
all  manner  of  cheerfulness  and  dcliglit,  so  that  I  cannot  ac- 
knowledge it  too  much.  I  must  therefore  desire  you,  and 
leave  it  as  a  charge  lipon  you,  to  help  me  to  do  it  wlien  I  am 
gone.  Take  care  to  make  him  a  good,  an  honest,  and  an  up- 
right man.  I  have  left  my  directions  with  him,  to  follow 
your  advice,  and  I  know  he  will  do  it,  for  he  never  refused 
to  do  what  I  told  him  was  fit.  If  he  had  been  my  own  son 
he  could  not  have  been  more  careful  to  please  and  observe  me. 
"  I  wish  you  all  manner  of  prosperity  in  this  world,  and 
the  everlasting  haj>piness  of  the  world  to  come.     That  I  loved 
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you,  I  think  you  are  convinced.     God  send  us  a  Happy  meet-     chap. 
ing  in  the  resuri'ection  of  the  just !  Adieu  I. 

"  John  Locke." 


Locke. 


King,  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  left  his  bride  in  the  ^^^l^l  °^ 
West  of  England,  and  arrived  at  Gates  in  time  to  see  how  a 
Christian  should  die.  Having  been  present  when  the  last 
marks  of  respect  were  paid  to  the  remains  of  his  illustrious 
kinsman,  he  got  possession  under  his  will  of  his  property, 
and  his  MSS.,  and  he  most  scrupulously  fulfilled  all  his  be- 
quests and  all  his  wishes,  feeling  himself,  and  transmitting  to 
his  posterity,  the  most  profound  veneration  for  the  memory  of 
the  deceased.*  Indeed,  this  relationship  is,  and  I  believe  is  felt 
to  be,  a  greater  honour  to  them  than  if  the  Chancellor  had  been 
the  son  of  a  Duke,  or  a  Knight  of  the  Garter.     The  late 

*  On  this  occasion  he  wrote  the  following  letter  to  his  cousin,  ]Mr.  Peter 
Stratton,  of  Bristol,  son  of  his  aunt,  Elizabeth  Locke,  the  philosopher's  other 
sister  : 

"  Cousin,  London,  November  4.  1704. 

"  This  is  principally  to  acquaint  you  that  ]Mr.  Locke  died  last  Saturday.  By 
his  will  he  has  made  me  executor,  and  given  several  legacies,  to  the  value  of 
above  4jOO/.  Amongst  other  legacies  he  hatli  given  you  50/.,  and  to  your  sister 
Hassell  51.,  both  which  I  am  willing  and  ready  to  pay.  He  liath  not  made  any 
disposition  of  his  lands  by  his  will,  but  hath  suffered  them  to  descend  according 
to  tlie  course  of  tlie  law  to  his  heirs,  who  are  you  and  me  ;  so  that  one  half  of 
his  lands  do  now  belong  to  me,  and  the  other  half  to  you.  He  frequently  told 
me  in  his  lifetime  that  he  would  let  his  lands  go  in  this  ijianner,  and  believing 
that  money  would  be  more  for  your  purpose  than  land,  desired  me  to  purchase 
of  you  your  half  I  have  no  occasion  for  it  ;  l)ut,  seeing  he  intimated  such  a 
thing  to  me,  I  will,  if  you  ])lease,  purchase  your  lialf,  and  give  you  the  utmost 
and  full  value  for  it.  ]\Iy  humble  service  to  my  cousin  your  good  wife,  to  my 
aunt,  to  our  friends  at  Sutton,  and  all  our  relations. 

"  I  am,  Sir, 
"  Your  most  affectionate  Cousin  and  humble  .Servant, 

"P.  Kino." 

There  is  extant  another  original  letter  of  Lord  King,  dated  2;!d  February, 
1694,  which  I  hope  may  satisfy  il)ose  who  say  that  he  and  the  pliilosoiilier  could 
not  bo  •'  uncle  and  ni.'i)hew  "  jjccause  they  called  each  other  "  cousin,"  for  tliis 
letter  to  William  Stratton,  the  husl)and  of  I^ocke's  sister,  begins,  "  Honoured 
I'ncle  ;  "  and  thus  concludes — •'•  Do  me  the  favour  to  present  my  service  to  all 
my  friends  with  you,  and  in  particular  to  mv  aunt.  In  any  thing  wherein  I  can 
serve  you  I  shall  be  always  ready,  and  still  endeavour  to  a])prove  myself  to  be 
"  Your  alfectionate  Nephew  and  Servant, 

"  PiTKii.  Kino." 

The  above  letters  of  :!(1  .Tan.  1G98,  '27th  Jan.  1701,  31st  .Ian.  1702,  29th  Tel). 
1702,  ;50th  April,  170;?,  1st  Jan.  1704,  have  been  before  in  i)rint.  All  the 
others  I  have  selected  from  an  immense  mass  of  correspondence  between  him 
and  Peter  King,  which  is  not  so  interesting  as  might  have  been  expected,  as  it 
generally  turns  on  matters  of  private  business. 
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CHAP.     Lord  King,  with  true  jjicty  and  tnlent,  wrote  an  admirable 
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become  a  j)atronymic  in  tlie  family. 
Kinj;  as  a         But  we  must  uow  turn  to  tiic  member  for  Bcrealstone,  in 
parSment.  ^^^^  Housc  of  Commous.     He  attended  diligently  in  his  place 
during   the   short   session  which  followed   the  accession  of 
Queen  Anne.     There  is  no  doubt  that  now  and  henceforth 
he  took  an  active  part  in  debate,  but  we  know  nothing  of 
what  he  said  on  the  particular  occasions  when  he  spoke. .    He 
has  had  Worse  luck  in  this  respect  than  any  other  leader  on 
either  side,  except  Bolingbroke.     Although  he  sat  in  parlia- 
ment the  whole  of  the  present  reign,  and  after  the  promotion 
of  Lord  Cowper  to  the   Great  Seal,  in  1705,  was  almost 
looked  upon  as  the  leader  of  the  Whigs  in  the  Lower  House, 
his  .name  is  not  once  mentioned  in  the  "  Parliamentary  His- 
tory," and  we  trace  his   career  in  the  House  of  Commons 
only  by  casual  notices  in  contemporary  writers.     As  the  ad- 
ministration became  more  and  more   Whiggish  under  Go- 
dolphin  and  Marlborough,  his   opposition  to  it  was  no  doubt 
gradually  softened,  although  he  must  have  continued  to  fight 
many  hard  battles  against  the  ultra   Tory  bills,  which  fur 
several  years   were  regularly  carried  in  the  Commons,   and 
thrown  out  in  the  Lords. 
II is  speech        When  the   great    case  of   "privilege''  arose  out  of  the 
on  "privi-    Aylesbury  election,  he  took  the  rational  course,  by  contcnd- 

Jege    in  the    ^    •'  •  .  ,  ,  'J 

Aylesbury  ing  that  the  action  against  the  returning  officer  for  ma- 
liciously refusing  the  vote  of  an  elector  was  maintainable. 
In  the  "  State  Trials"  there  is  preserved  some  account  of 
his  speech  on  this  occasion  :  —  Mr.  King.  "I  am  called  up  by  . 
the  strange  assertion  of  the  lionourablc  gentleman  who  lias 
just  sat  down,  that  the  right  of  electing  is  only  a  service,  and 
not  a  liberty  or  privilege.  I  desire  that  the  act  20  Car.  2. 
c.  9.  may  be  read.  [Members,  No,  no.'\  It  is  an  act  to  enable 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county  palatiiie  of  Durham  to  send 
members  to  parliament;  and  it  recites,  that  they  had  not 
hitherto  enjoyed  that  'liberty  and  privilege.'  I  may  surely 
call  that  a  'liberty  and  pi'ivilcge'  which  is  so  called  by  the 
legislature  ;  and  if  it  be  a  '  liberty  and  privilege,'  surely,  fur 
the  wrongful  viulation  of  it,  there  ought  to  be  a  remedy. 


case. 
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Gentlemen  say,  '  this  is  a  new  action,  never  heard  of  before.'     CHAP. 

.         .                                                                     CXXIII. 
True  !  this  particular  action  is  new ;  probably  because  the  [ 

right  to  elect  was  never  before  so  shamefully  violated ;  but 
actions  of  the  same  nature,  and  grounded  on  the  same  prin- 
ciples, are  as  old  as  the  common  law  of  England.  *  Et  ubi 
eadem  est  ratio,  idem  jus.'  Was  it  ever  heard,  till  the  very 
late  instance,  that  an  action  lay  against  an  officer  for  denying  a 
poll  to  one  who  stood  candidate  for  the  office  of  bridge- 
master?  But  the  injured  party  was  found  entitled  to  da- 
mages. No  action  was  ever  brought,  till  16  Jac.  1.,  by  a 
reversioner  against  tenant  for  life  for  refusing  to  let  him 
enter  to  view  waste  ;  but  the  law  always  was,  that  the  rever- 
sioner had  that  right.  It  stands  upon  the  general  maxim  of 
law,  '  if  you  do  me  a  wrong,  I  must  have  a  remedy.'  It  is 
said  by  a  worthy  gentleman,  that  in  real  actions  there  are  no 
damages ;  but  in  real  actions,  if  you  do  not  recover  damages, 
you  recover  the  land  itself.  [Members,  The  question!  the 
(juestion!^  I  find  gentlemen  are  very  uneasy.  I  will  trouble 
you  no  further.  [Members,  Go  on,  go  on.]  I  agree  the 
determining  the  riglit  of  election  belongs  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  This  action  does  not  relate  to  any  disputed  right 
of  election,  but  is  brought  by  a  man  who  has  the  unques- 
tioned privilege  of  voting  against  an  officer  for  maliciously 
refusing  his  vote."  *  I  presume  that  the  interruption  came 
from  some  Tory  squires,  who  did  not  at  all  understand  the 
subject,  but  were  Impatient  to  vote  as  they  were  ordered, 
and  to  get  off  to  the  "  October  Club,"  where  they  miglit. 
drink  "  Church  and  Queen,"  with,  perhaps,  a  bmnpcr  to 
jA^fES  III., —  the  toast  of  "  the  King  over  the  water"  not 
yet  being  invented.  The  derided  Peter,  though  so  dis- 
courteously treated  in  this  controversy,  did  not  flincli,  but 
continued  resolutely  to  resist-  the  tyrannical  majority,  who 
Avent  on  imprisoning  plaintiffs  and  counsel,  passing  absurd 
resolutions  against  the  Lords,  and  ])laylng  all  manner  of 
fantastic  tricks,  till  they  were  sent  adrift  by  a  dissolution. 

Although  it    did  not  suit  party  arrangements  that  King   ^ 


emiiu'iuo 
at  the  t..ii-. 


»^   11  St.  Tr.  770. 
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should  be  promoted  to  be  a  law  officer  of  the  Crown,  he  was 
now  at  the  head  of  the  bar  for  reputation  and  business,  being 
not  only  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the  western  circuit,  but 
retained  in  all  the  great  causes  which  came  before  the  common 
law  courts  at  Westminster.  His  first  judicial  appointment 
was  as  Recorder  of  Glastonbury,  where  it  is  said  that  his 
forefathers  had  been  settled ;  but  if  this  pleased  his  feelings, 
it  brought  him  no  emolument  and  little  eclat.  He  was  in- 
troduced to  the  honours  of  the  profession  by  the  City  of 
London,  which  has  in  several  ages  corrected  the  injustice  of 
the  government  to  eminent  lawyers.  On  the  death  of  Sir 
Salothiel  Lovel  he  was  elected  Recorder  of  that  great  Cor- 
poration. Soon  after,  on  the  presentation  of  an  address  of 
Congratulation  from  the  City  on  Marlborough's  bloody  vic- 
tory at  Malplaquet,  he  was  knighted,  by  Queen  Anne, 
although  she  looked  upon  him  personally  with  no  favour,  by 
reason  of  his  early  connection  with  the  dissenters,  and  his 
present  preference  of  the  low  church  party. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  new  parliament  in  1708  there  was  a 
strong  inclination  to  propose  Sir  Peter  King  as  Speaker,  but 
another  section  of  the  Whigs  were  resolved  to  have  a  countty 
gentleman  in  the  chair,  and  the  whole  party  united  in  the 
election  of  Sir  Richard  Onslow,  that  they  might  keep  out 
the  Tory  candidate. 

When  the  trial  of  Sachevcrell  came  on  Sir  Peter,  in  respect 
of  his  ecclesiastical  lore,  was  selected  to  support  the  second 
article  of  the  foolish  impeachment, — which  charged  the  Doctor 
with  having  attacked  the  Toleration  Act,  by  asserting  "  that 
he  is  a  false  brother  with  relation  to  God,  religion,  and  the 
church,  who  defends  toleration  and  liberty  of  conscience  ;  that 
Queen  Elizabeth  was  deluded  by  Archbishop  Grindal,  a 
false  son  of  the  church,  and  a  j^erfidious  prelate,  to  the  tolera- 
tion of  the  Genevese  discipline ;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
true  Christian  pastors  to  thunder  out  anathemas  against  all 
who  do  not  approve  of  the  discipline  as  well  as  the  doctrines 
of  the  church  of  England."  Sir  Peter's  speech  at  the  bar  of 
the  House  of  Lords  was  very  long  and  elaborate,  but  cannot 
now  be  perused  with  much  pleasure.     He  gives  a  history  of 
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the  Reformation  in  England,  with  a  list  of  the  statutes  to     CHAP. 

.  CXXTII 

enforce  conformity  to  the  church,  and  in  ease  of  protestant  ' 

dissenters.  He  very  ably  defends  Archbishop  Grindal,  and 
refutes  the  dpctrine  that  the  toleration  of  protestant  dis- 
senters is  antichristian  ;  but  he  utterly  fails  in  giving  a  satis- 
factory answer  to  the  Doctor's  plea,  that  "  no  words  spoken 
of  an  archbishop  120  years  since  deceased  will,  in  construction 
of  law,  amount  to  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour,"  or  in 
showing  that  the  preaching  of  intolerance  and  bigotry  from 
the  pulpit  was  a  fit  subject  ot  prosecution  by  the  House  of 
Commons.  Says  Sir  Peter,  in  his  peroration,  "  for  the  Doctor 
to  come  and  say  that  *  though  the  dissenters  are  tolerated  by 
act  of  parliament,  and  though  they  are  exempted  by  law 
from  penalties,  yet,  be  the  law  of  the  land  Avhat  it  may,  let 
the  ecclesiastical  pastors  do  their  duty,  let  them  fulminate 
their  excommunications,  and  thunder  out  their  anathemas, 
and  let  the  civil  magistrate,  the  earthly  powers,  dare  to  re- 
verse them  if  they  can,'  I  submit  this  to  your  Lordships, 
whether  this  is  not  directly  infringing  the  Queen's  supremacy 
as  well  as  weakening  and  censuring  the  toleration  —  which  is 
what  he  is  charged  with  in  this  article."*  On  a  subsequent 
day  he  replied  to  the  defence  of  the  Doctor  and  his  counsel 
on  the  second  article,  and  turned,  rather  ingeniously,  against 
them  their  argument,  that  the  Toleration  Act  could  not  alter 
the  sin  of  schism.  "  Here  is  the  force  of  the  Doctor's  argu- 
ment ;  '  the  dissenters  were  schismatics  before  the  Act  of 
Toleration ;  as  they  were  schismatics  before,  so.  they  are 
schismatics  still ;  it  is  the  duty  of  all  superior  pastors  to 
thunder  out  their  anathemas  against  schismatics  ;  when  they 
thunder  out  these  anathemas,  they  arc  ratified  in  heaven  ; 
whatever  is  ratified  in  heaven  no  power  on  earth  can  reverse ; 
therefore,  tliough  the  dissenters  be  excmj)tod  from  human 
penalties  by  the  Toleration  Act,  and  arc  thereby  preserved 
in  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  and  consciences,  yet, 
notwithstanding  that,  let  the  superior  pastors  do  their  duty 
and  thunder  out  their  anathemas  against  them,  and  let  any 

•    IJ  St.  Tr.  131—151. 
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power  on  earth  reverse  those  anathemas.'  Have  we  not  here 
an  open  defiance  of  the  authority  of  parliament,  and  a  direct 
incitement  to  a  violation  of  the  law  of  the  land  ?  " 

Sir  Peter  was  supposed  to  acquit  himself  very  creditably, 
but  was  rather  thought  to  be  too  forbearing  in  dealing  with 
the  High  Church  party,  and  did  not  please  the  government 
by  any  means  so  much  as  Parker,  who  furiously  assailed  the 
Doctor  and  his  adherents,  covering  them  with  odium  and 
ridicule,  and  was  therefore  made  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court 
of  Queen's  Bench,  on  the  vacancy  now  occurring  by  the 
lamented  death  of  Holt.* 

Mr.  Recorder  King  continued  to  practise  at  the  bar,  till  the 
conclusion  of  this  reign,  with  undiminished  reputation ;  but 
there  is  only  one  reported  trial  in  which  I  find  any  account 
of  his  pleading,  which  was  in  the  famous  prosecution  of 
"  Wicked  Will.  AYhiston,"  for  heresy.  This  lover  of  eccen- 
tricity and  paradox,  when  condemned  before  the  Convocation 
and  the  Vice-chancellor's  Court  at  Cambridge,  was  without 
counsel ;  but  when  his  case  came,  by  appeal,  before  the 
Delegates,  he  was  ably  defended  (without  a  fee)  by  our 
great  theological  lawyer,  who  showed  that  his  notions  of  the 
Trinity  were  not  Arian,  but  were  founded  on  the  Apostolical 
constitutions,  and  that,  at  any  rate,  the  sentence  against  him 
was  irregular,  and  ought  to  be  reversed.  Some  Bishops  and 
Doctors  of  the  civil  law,  who  were  in  the  commission,  were 
nevertheless  strongly  inclined  to  affirm  the  sentence,  but  no 
common-law  Judge  would  join  them,  and  King  boldly 
threatening  them  with  a  prccmiinirc^  they  concurred  in  the 
acquittal.f     This  prosecution,  instituted  by  the  High  Church 


*    Ante,  p.  511. 

t  15  St.  Tr.  703—716.;  Som.  Hist.  Anne,  426.;  Tindal,  ix.  91.  15 
St.  Tr.  Although  King  met  with  unbounded  gratitude  at  the  time,  after- 
wards, because  he  would  not  adopt  tlie  fantastical  notions  whicli,  as  an  ad- 
vocate, he  had  attempted  to  palliate,  Whiston  attacked,  maligned,  and.  I  believe, 
grossly  misrepresented  him.  "  Upon  my  a|)plication  to  him,"  says  Will,  (pro- 
bably in  favour  of  a  friend  as  wrong-headed  as  himself),  "  I  found  so  ])rodigious 
a  change  in  him,  such  strange  coldness  in  matters  that  concerned  religion,  and 
such  an  earnest  inclination  to  money  and  jiower,  that  I  gave  up  my  hopes 
quickly.  Nay,  indeed,  I  soon  jierceived  that  he  disposed  of  his  preferments 
almost  wholly  at  the  reipiest  of  such  great  men  as  could  best  sui)])ort  him  in  liis 
high  station,  without  regard  to  Christianity  ;   and  I  soon  cast  off  all  my  former 
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party,  and  meant  as  a  set-oiF  to  Sacheverell's,  was  equally     CHAP. 

foolish  and  equally  abortive.     Bishop  Burnet,  who  had  tried   ' 

to  stifle  it,  said  on  the  occasion,  with  excellent  good  sense, 
"  I  have  ever  thought  that  the  true  interest  of  the  Christian 
religion  was  best  consulted  where  nice  disputing  about  mys- 
teries was  laid  aside  and  forgotten." 

About  the  same  time  Dr.  Fleetwood,  a  Whig  bishop,  but  "^^jf^*^"^* 
so  warmly  attached  to  the  church  as  to  be  a  favourite  of  Fleetwood. 
Queen  Anne,  having  published  a  volume  of  Sermons,  with  a 
Preface,  in  which  he  lamented  that  "  God,  for  our  sins,  per- 
mitted the  spirit  of  discord  to  go  forth  and  sorely  to  trouble 
the  camp,  the  city,  and  the  country,  and  to  spoil  for  a  time 
the  beautiful  and  pleasing  prospect  which  the  nation  had  en- 
joyed,"— this  was  construed  into  an  insult  on  the  Govern- 
ment,—  and,  to  annoy  a  low  churchman,  a  complaint  was 
made  in  the  House  of  Commons  against  the  author.  He  was 
denounced  as  an  enemy  to  religion  and  good  government, 
and  some  very  violent  Tories,  trying  to  outdo  the  folly  of 
their  antagonists,  proposed  that  he  should  be  impeached. 
Sir  Peter  King  warmly  took  up  his  defence,  and  contended 
that  the  Bishop,  whether  right  or  wrong,  had  not  exceeded 
the  limits  of  fair  discussion.  The  Commons  waived  the  im- 
peachment, but,  by  a  majority  of  119  to  54,  "  resolved 
this  Preface  to  be  malicious  and  factious,  highly  reflecting 

acquaintance  with  him.  Xow,  if  such  a  person  as  the  Lord  King,  wlio  began 
with  so  iiuich  sacred  learning  and  zeal  for  Christianity,  was  so  soon  thoroughly 
jierverted  hy  the  love  of  power  and  money  at  Court,  what  good  Christians  will 
not  be  horribly  artrighted  at  the  desjierate  hazard  they  must  run  if  they  venture 
into  the  temptations  of  a  Court  hereafter;  Exeat  nuld  qui  vitlt  esse  plus."  .... 
"  When  I  was  one  day  witli  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  King,  one  brought  uj) 
among  the  dissenters  at  Exeter  under  a  most  religious,  Christian,  and  leanu'd 
education,  we  fell  into  a  dispute  about  signing  articles  which  we  did  not  believe, 
for  preferment ;  which  he  openly  justified,  and  jdeaded  for  it  that  '  we  must  not 
lose  our  usefulness  for  scrujdes.'  Strange  doctrine  in  the  mouth  of  one  bred 
among  dissenters,  whose  whole  dissent  from  the  legally  established  church  wa.s 
built  on  scruples!  I  replied,  that  '  I  was  sorry  to  hear  his  Lordship  say  so; 
and  desired  to  know  whether  in  their  Courts  tliey  allowed  of  sue!)  jirevarication 
or  not?'  lie  answered,  '  they  did  not  allow  of  it  ; '  which  produced  tiiis  re- 
joinder from  me,  '  Sujijiose  (Jod  Almighty  should  l)e  as  just  in  the  next  woild 
as  my  Lord  Chief  Justice  is  in  this,  where  are  we  then?'  To  wiiich  he  made 
no  answer.  And  to  whicli  the  late  Queen  Caroline  added,  when  I  told  her  the 
story,  '  I\lr.  Whiston,  no  answer  was  to  be  made  to  it.'"  Archbisho])  Wake, 
Archbishop  Potter,  and  Lord  King,  Whiston  sets  down  as  "  three  excellent  men 
utterly  ruined  by  their  preferment  at  Court." —  JI7iisl(>n\s  Memoirs,  i.  :]5.  2'J7. 
:!M.  :';(i.3. 
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CHAP,  on  the  present  administration  of  public  affairs  under  her 
Majesty,  and  tending  to  create  discord  and  sedition  amongst 
her  subjects ; "  and  condemned  it  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands 
of  the  common  hangman.  * 
He  opposes  I  Cannot  find  any  other  occasion  on  which  Sir  Peter  King 
free  trade  distinguished  himself,  except  the  debate  on  the  8th  and  9th 
France.  articles  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  concluded  at  Utrecht,  pro- 
viding "  that  no  higher  duties  should  be  imposed  on  the  im- 
portation of  goods  from  France  than  were  payable  for  the 
like  goods  brought  from  any  other  country  in  Europe."  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  he  joined  General  Stanhope  and  several 
other  eminent  Whigs  in  opposing  this  measure  of  free  trade, 
on  the  ground  that  our  rising  manufactures  of  linen,  silk, 
and  paper,  would  be  ruined  by  French  competition  ;  and  as 
it  was  defeated  by  the  clamours  they  excited  for  "  protection 
to  native  industry,"  the  favourable  opportunity  for  esta- 
blishing a  reciprocally  advantageous  commercial  inter- 
course with  France  was  for  ever  lost.  But  I  think  my 
brother  barrister  may  Avell  be  forgiven  for  his  bad  political 
economy  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
when  we  find  an  enlightened  nobleman,  in  the  middle 
of  the  nineteenth,  still  condemning  this  treaty,  saying, 
with  undoubting  confidence  In  the  soundness  of  the  old 
mercantile  system,  "  It  has  been  calculated,  on  apparently 
good  grounds,  that  had  the  project  passed,  the  annual  balance 
against,  or  loss  to.  Great  Britain  would  have  been  not  less 
than  1,400,000/.  ;"  and  quoting,  with  applause,  the  saying  of 
a  Bishop  profoundly  Ignorant  of  such  subjects,  that  the 
treaty  would  have  been  disgraceful,  "  if  even  we  had  been  as 
often  beat  by  the  French  as  they  had  been  beat  by  us."  f 

*  Tindal's  Cont.  xix.  537.  Bishop  rieetwood,  in  a  letter  to  Bishop  Burnet, 
givini?  an  account  of  tliis  affair,  pays  a  coini)limfnt  to  the  defence  set  up  for  him 
l)y  Sir  Peter  King  and  other  gentlemen  of  the  long  rohc. 

t  Lord  Mahon,  i.  49.  On  the  first  division  on  the  subject,  ministers  liad  a 
majority  of  252  to  ISO;  but  the  hill  to  carry  tl-.esc  articles  of  the  treaty  into 
efT'ect  was  thrown  out  by  a  majority  of  194  to  1<S5.  Had  it  reached  the  House 
of  Lords,  I  am  afraid  it  would  have  had  no  chance  there,  where  the  Whig  )).irty 
was  still  so  powerful.  "  Free  trade  "  is  a  subject  on  which  Whigs  and  Tories 
liave  changed  principles  ;  but  the  former  have  ever  steadily  favoured  free 
l)olitical  institutions  and  liberty  of  conscience,  and  the  latter  high  j;rerogative 
and  civil  disqualifications  to  protect  the  church. 
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It  has  been  alleo;ed  against  Sir  Peter  King,  that  during  the     chap. 

CXXIII 

domination  of  the  Tories  in  the  latter  part  of  Queen  Anne's    * 


reign,  he  showed  an  inclination  to  go  over  to  them,  and  that  ^  „.  1712. 
he  used  some  harsh  expressions  against  Walpole,  when  that   ^^  ^"P- 
distinguished  Whig  was  most  infamously  expelled  the  House  r.  Wal- 
of  Commons  and   sent  to  the  Tower  for  alleged  corruption  |J°\';i^|!,\''" 
in  his  office  of   Secretary  at  war ;  whereas  Sir  Peter  most  from  tiic 
steadily  adhered  to  his  party  and  his  principles  through  good  Cyj^^ons. 
report  and  evil  report,  and  what  he  said  of  Walpole  was  that 
"  he  deserved  as  much  to  be  handed  as  he  deserved  the  pun- 
ishment inflicted  upon  him,  expulsion  and  imprisonment."  * 
He  was  a  most  zealous  friend  to  the  succession  of  the  House 
of  Hanover,  and  took  an  active  part  in  supporting  the  Re- 
gency Bill,  and  counteracting  the  machinations  of  the  Jaco- 
bites.     After  Parker's  elevation  to  the  bench,  he  was  by   lie  sup- 
far  the  most  eminent  Whig  lawyer  in  the  House  of  Commons,  \\'"^'f  V  * 
and  upon  a  change  of  government  his  promotion   was  con-  succession. 
sldered   certain  —  as   he   Avas    so  much   esteemed  by  Lord 
Somers  and   Lord   Cowper,   who,  in  such   an  event,  would 
regulate  legal  appointments.    But  the  prospect  still  continued 
very  gloomy  till  the   death  of  the    Queen,   Avhlch  suddenly 
reversed  the  respective  positions  of  the  rival  factions. 

At  the  head  of  the  grand  procession  of  the  lord  mayor.    He  I'.eiivers 
aldermen,  and    citizens    of  London,  to  meet   King  George  „f  ,{,^. 
when  he  first  entered  the  limits  of  their  jurisdiction  in  South-   ^-"y  "'' 
wark,  walked  Mr.  llecorder  Sir  Peter  King,  who  delivered  a   Geon^'c  l. 
loyal  and  eloquent  address  (which  must  have  appeared  gib-  ■^•"-  '"'-'• 
berish  to  the  royal  ear),  hailing  the  happy  arrival  of  a  great 
Protestant  Prince,  who    was    to   secure    to   us  our  religion 
and  liberties,  and,  putting    an    end   to   all    discord,  was  to 
make  commerce,  literature,  and    the    arts    for    ever  floiirisli 
among  us.     As  ]\Iadanic  von  Scluilenburg  and  the  Baroness 
Keihnansegge  did  not  make  their  appeannu'C  for  a  few  weeks, 
and  the  other  Hanoverians  who  afterwards  declared  that  they 
had  come  "for  all  our  r/ow/,v  f ,"  were  still  ke[)t  in  the  back 
ground,  not  yet  beginning  the  sale  of  oflices  or  honours,  — 

*    Cuxe's  Life  of  Sir  11.  Waljjole,  i.  Gi;.  ;    Tiiulal. 
f    "  And  ch:itU-Is,  too,"  was  tlu'  rcjilv. 
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CHAP,     all  at  first  went  smoothly.     Lord  Cowper,  having  the  Great 
Seal  restored  to  him,  was  required  to  submit  to  his  Majesty 
a  projet  for  the  settlement  of  Westminster  Hall,  the  unli- 
mited power  being  still  exercised  of  removing  Judges  on  a 
demise  of  the  Crown.     Part  of  the  recommendation  was  that 
Lord  Trevor,  a  good  lawyer  and  a  man  of  fair  character,  but 
a  violent  Tory  who  had  been  one  of  Anne's  batch  of  twelve 
Peers,  should  be  replaced  as  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Cora- 
He  is  made  mon  Pleas,  by  Sir  Peter  King.     His  Majesty,  who  hardly 
tice^ofthe'    ^^^^^^^  ^^^^  difference  between  the  office  of  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Common     of  the  Common  Pleas  and  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  of  course 
graciously  assented.* 

*   Ante,  p.  348, 
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CHAPTER  CXXIV. 

CONTINUATION   OF   THE   LIFE   OF   LORD    KING    TILL    HE   WAS   MADE 
LORD   CHANCELLOR. 

When  this  chanfije  on  the  bench  of  the  Court  of  Common     chap. 
Pleas  had  been  publicly  announced,  and  before  it  had  for-  " 


mally  taken    place,    the    Chief  Justice    elect   received   the  ^^  iyj4 
following  magnanimous  epistle  from  his  falling  predecessor : 

"  Bromham,  Oct   12.  1714. 

"  Sir, 
"  I  am  informed  it  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure  to  remove  me  Letter  from 
from  my  office  of  Ch.  Justice  of  the  Co.  Pleas,  and  to  confer  r^"l\,^j.  ^^^ 
the  same  upon  you  -—  which  I  heartily  wish  you  joy  of,  and   Sir  Peter 
am  glad  to  see  it  placed  in  a  person  so  worthy  and  nmch  i,i"ap"" 
more  capable  to  discharge  the  duty  of  it  than  myself.     I  am  poimment. 
desired  by  an  old  servant,  who  hath  served  me  very  faithfully 
when  I  was  Attor.  Gen^  and  Ch.  Justice,  as  Clerk  of  the 
fines,  to  recommend  him  to  you  ;  and  I  desire  the  favour  of 
you  that  you  Avill  be  pleased  to  employ  him  as  your  Clerk  in 
that  employment,  or  as  Cryer,  if  you  are  not  engaged.    I  am 
confident  you  will  find  him  a  very  good  servant.     His  name 
is  Bryan  Whcalon.     In   doing  which   you  will  very  much 
oblige 

"  Your  most  faithful  Friend 
*'  and  Servant, 

"  Tkevop.." 

AVhcn   the  ai)pointment  had  taken  place,  thus  was  he  con-   ronpratu- 
ixratulatcd  by  Maicndie,   a  distinguished  refugee  Huguenot  l"','"'"  '"""'" 

»  J  J  r>  D  O  IIii;;iii.'iiot 

nrmi.-;ter,  to  whom  he  had  shown  great  kindness :  —  refugee 

pii 'St. 

(l Exeter,  le  !)<"  ile  .Alai  1715. 

"  :Mylord, 
"■  C'est  avec  uu  ])laisir  inexprimable   que  jc  mcts  ce  noble 
tltrc  au  frontispice  de  ccttc  lettro,  ct  (pie  jc  vous  fclicite  de 
VOL.    IV.  Q  (i 
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CHAP,     tout  mon  coBur,  de  ce  qu'aprez  vous  avoir  eleve  a  la  dignlte 

'    de  Premier  Juge  dans  un  des    premiers    Barreaux   de   ce 

Roiaume,  sa  Majeste  vous  a  approche  de  son  auguste  persone 
et  vous  a  admis  au  nombre  de  ses  Conseillers,  digne  comme 
vous  I'etes  d'y  occuper  le  premier  rang,  auquel  je  ne  deses- 
p^re  pas  de  vous  voir  un  jour  arriver ;  digne,  dis-je  non- 
seule*  par  votre  vaste  savoir,  par  votre  penetration,  et  par 
les  qualitcs  extraordinaires  de  votre  esprit ;  mais  encore  par 
votre  probite,  par  votre  piete,  et  par  la  droiture  de  votre 
coeur. 

"  Ah  !  certes  c'est  a  present  que  nous  avons  sujet  d'es- 
perer  la  reformation  des  mceurs,  et  I'avance*  de  I'interet 
Protestant  dans  la  Grande  Bretagne,  puisque  nous  avons 
dans  le  Conseil  des  personnes  d'une  picte  si  eminente,  et  qui 
ont  si  fort  a  coeur  les  interets  de  la  gloire  de  Dieu,  et  du 
salut  des  ames.  Benit  soit  Dieu  qui  a  eleve,  come  sur  une 
haute  montagne,  un  si  eclatant  flambeau,  affin  que  sa  belle 
lumiere  resplendit  encore  d'avantage,  et  fut  salutaire  a  un 
plus  grand  nombre  de  persones.  Mais  je  ne  remarque  pas 
que  suivant  les  mouvemens  de  joie  et  d'admiration  dont  mon 
ume  se  sent  ravie,  je  pourrois,  Mylord,  vous  ennuycr  par  mes 
lignes  peu  correctes,  chequer  votre  modestie  et  vous  faire 
perdre  des  moments  qui  vous  sont  chers,  et  que  vous  donnez 
a  des  affaires  tout  autre*  importantes." 

An  excel-  ^{y  Peter  King  enjoyed  the  dignity  of  Lord  Chief  Justice 
inon  law  of  the  Commou  Pleas  for  a  period  of  eleven  years,  and  he  is 
Judge.  universally  allowed  unqualified  praise  as  a  connnon  law 
Judge.  To  great  learning  In  his  profession  and  strict  impar- 
tiality, he  added  considerable  quickness  of  perception,  im- 
mense industry,  and  inexhaustible  patience  In  listening  to  the 
drowsy  Serjeants  who  practised  before  him.  Ills  judgments, 
as  handed  down  to  us  in  the  Reports,  are  marked  by  great 
precision  of  definition,  subtlety  of  distinction,  breadth  of 
principle,  luckiness  of  arrangement,  and  felicity  of  Illustra- 
tion —  his  copious  authorities  being  l^rouglit  forward  to  Ibr- 
tlfy,  not  to  overlay,  his  reasoning.* 

*    Tiierc  wns  a  laboured  eulogy  u]k)11  liiin   Iti  the  forty-iiintli   nuinher  of  tlie 
True   Briton,  said    to  l)e  from    the   ])eii   of   Duke  Wharton.      The  wiitir,  afttr 
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Criminal  business  being  excluded  from  the  Common  Pleas,     CHAP. 
...  .  ,  .  CXXIV 

and  the  cases  there,  during  his  time,  turnmg  chiefly  upon 

the  law  of  real  property,  his  decisions  in  his  own  Court 
could  not  be  made  interesting  or  intelligible  to  the  general 
reader.  But  he  was  occasionally  called  upon  to  act  judicially 
in  other  tribunals,  —  to  which  we  may  follow  him  with  some 
chance  of  useful  instruction. 

After   the    suppression    of  the  rebellion  of    1715,   Lord  Trial  of  the 
Chief   Justice   King  presided   at  the  trial   of    the  rebels, 
who,  being  commoners,  were  brought  before  a   jury.     His   His  report 
report   of  the   convictions   to    the    Secretary   of    State    is  crctary  of 
curious,  and   I   give  a  few   extracts  from  it,    showing  his  ■'^tate  of 
humane  desire  to  save  those  who,  from  mistaken  loyalty,  convicted 
had  forfeited  their  lives  to  the  law :    "  James   Home  alias  l^etore  him. 
Hume,  was  found  guilty   of  levying  war  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster.     The  evidence  against  him  was  plain  and  clear, 
tliat  he  came  with  the  rebels   from   Scotland,   and  marched 
with  them  to  Lancaster  and  Preston :  and  it  was  not  much 
gainsay'd  by  his  counsel,  but  their  principal  defence  for  him 
was  that  his  understanding  was   so  low  and  weak  as  made 
liim  incapable  of  committing  high  treason,  and  several  wit- 
nesses were  produced  for  that  purpose.     The  jury  believed 
him  to  be  a  weak  man,  but  not  so  weak  as  to  excuse  him  from 
the  commission  of  high  treason.     It  did  appear  from  his  beha- 
viour at  the  trial,  and  from  tlie  evidence  gi^•en,  that  lie  is  a 
very  weak  foolish  man,  of  a  very  low  understanding,  and  my 
humble  opinion  is  that  he  is  a  proper  object  for  his  Majesty's 
grace    and    favour.       lie    hath    not    yet  received   sentence. 
Whether  his  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  extend  his  favmir  by 
a  noUc  y;rrt.sr«/?// before  sentence,  or  by  a  pardon  after  sentence, 
I  humbly  submit."' 

jiointinj;  out  tlie  ptM-il  to  wliich  he  was  exposed  in  hcitifj  compared  with  his  ])re- 
(IcL'cssor  Trevor,  and  with  ('i)W])er,  now  Lord  C'li;uieelli)r,  says,  "  \et,  \Muler  all 
tliese  dithcidties,  which  woidd  have  overwhelmed  another,  with  the  I'vi^s  of  all 
the  kiniidoin  upon  him,  hath  this  truly  preat  man  ae(piitted  himself  in  his  hijjh 
ofliee  to  the  universal  satisfaction  of  l)oth  parties,  contrary  to  the  expectations  of 
the  one,  and  even  heyond  the  hojies  of  the  other.  .And  if  he  liad  not  heen  a 
prodiirv  of  learning  and  wisdom,  it  woidd  liirdly  have  heen  possihle  for  him  to 
surmount  s.)  m:uiv  di'^advantaj^es,  and  to  aiijiear  in  the  same  illustrious  lii;ht  as 
niy  Lord  Trevor." 

(J  u   '..' 
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CHAP.         «  George  Gibson  was  tried  on  an  indictment  for  levying 
'  war  in  the  county  of  Northumberland.     He  was  a  tenant 

and  servant  of  the  late  Lord  Derwentwater  —  went  with  the 
Northumberland  rebels  to  Kelso,  and  there  joined  the  Scotch 
rebels  —  from  thence  came  to  Jedburgh  —  from  thence  came 
to  his  own  house  in  Northumberland  —  from  thence  returned 
to  the  rebels  in  Scotland  and  came  along  with  them  to 
Preston,  where  he  was  taken  with  the  rest.  The  jury  with- 
out going  from  the  bar  found  him  guilty.  He  hath  since 
sent  me  a  petition  to  His  Majesty,  which  is  enclosed,  alleging 
that  he  endeavoured  several  times  to  escape,  and  a  certificate 
of  his  good  behaviour,  signed  by  several  of  his  neighbours. 
It  did  not  appear  on  his  trial  that  he  had  used  any  acts  of 
violence  to  his  Majesty's  subjects,  but  some  instances  Avere 
proved  of  his  humanity  to  them.  John  Windraham  was 
tried  for  high  treason  in  levying  war  at  Kelso,  in  the 
county  of  Tiviotdale.  There  were  three  witnesses  pro- 
duced against  him,  whereof  one  was  rather  a  witness  for 
him,  and  of  the  other  two  one  proved  him  to  be,  together 
with  several  rebels,  in  a  public  coffee-house  at  Kelso,  and 
the  other  proved  that  he  was  quartered  at  the  minister's 
house  in  Kelso,  where  the  witness  and  two  other  rebels  were 
also  quartered ;  that  he  saw  him  dismount  his  horse  at  the 
minister's  house  —  had  sword,  pistols,  and  jack  boots  —  dined 
witli  him  twice  or  thrice  there  —  that  he  was  not  under  any 
restraint,  and  that  he  saw  him  several  times  afterwards  among 
the  rebel  liorse.  George  Home,  of  Wcddcrburn,  was  tried  for 
levying  war  at  Perth,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland.  The 
evidence  against  him  was,  that  he  was  seen  amongst  the 
rebels,  at  a  place  called  Armfeth  Bridge,  where  the  rebels 
staying  to  refresh  themselves,  most  of  the  gentlemen  alighted 
off  their  horses  and  gave  them  to  their  servants  to  lead  whilst 
they  stood  all  together  in  a  close  eating  and  drinking  — 
among  which  number  Avas  the  prisoner,  who  came  from 
thence  Avith  tlie  rebels,  and  a  little  beyond  the  bridge  Avas 
seen  in  company  Avith  them  on  horseback."  [The  rej)()rt 
having  then  detailed  similar  evidence  against  George  Home, 
of  Whitfield,  goes  on  to  say,]   "  The  defence  of  those  three 
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prisoners  was  that  they  were  brought  into  the  rebels  by  force,     CHAP, 
and   continued   under   force  till  the  surrender  of  Preston. 


Upon  the  whole,  the  several  juries,  after  consideration,  found 
them  all  guilty  ;  but  inasmuch  as  the  evidence  was  contra- 
dictory and  doubtful,  and  one  of  the  King's  witnesses  proved 
part  of  the  prisoners'  defence,  I  humbly  submit  whether 
these  three  persons  may  not  be  proper  objects  for  his  Ma- 
jesty's mercy  with  respect  to  their  lives."  * 

Among  the  convicts  was  a  Jacobite  parson,  who  had  not  jacobiie 
only  attended  the  rebels  as  their  chaplain,  but  had  very  ear-  ra""^""  fo"- 
nestly  exhorted  them  to  march  into  England,  for  the  purpose  treason, 
of  dethroning  the  usurper  George.  Deep  horror  was  excited 
among  the  clergy  by  the  prospect  of  a  priest,  apostolically 
ordained,  suffering  the  ignominious  and  cruel  sentence  pro- 
nounced upon  traitors  —  especially  as  the  great  bulk  of 
rectors  and  curates  fully  participated  his  sentiments.  A  re- 
presentation upon  the  subject  was  made  to  the  Bishops,  who, 
although  all  professing  to  be  well  inclined  to  the  protestant 
succession,  had  among  them  hankerers  after  the  exiled  family, 
and  were  all  sincerely  animated,  not  only  by  the  espi-it  de 
corps,  but  by  genuine  feelings  of  mercy.  Accordingly  Wake, 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
Lord  Chief  Justice  King,  —  which  would  perhaps  be  a  little 
censured  for  the  levity  of  its  tone,  as  not  quite  suitable  to 
the  solemnity  of  the  occasion,  if  it  did  not  proceed  from  the 
pen  of  the  Primate  of  all  England : 

"July  5.  17 IG. 

"  My  Lord, 
"  I  am  desired  by  all  my  brethren,  the  Bishops  in  town,   lAttcr  from 
who   were    to   wait    uiion    the   Kino;    this    inorniufii;,    to   re-  !'."^"  •^'"'^■''; 

^  .  "^  ,  "^  bislu)])  ot 

commend    to    your    Lordsliip    the    case    oi    an    unfortunate   Caiitirbiiry 
brother  of  ours,  Mr.  Paul,  who,  they  tell  me,  was  arraijined  '"  ''"^ '''" 

'  '  J  '  D  voiir. 

and  convicted  before  your  Lordshij). 

"  That  he  deserves  to  be  liangcd  we  all  agree,  and  if  all 
others  be  hanged  who  deserve  it  as  well  as  he,  we  have 
nothing  to  say.     But  if  others  of  the  laity  be  spared,  wiio 

'    MS.  Rcjiort,  dated  l:;ili  .Ian.   17  If.'. 
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CHAP,  are  under  the  same  circumstances,  we  hope  this  poor  man 
shall  not  be  made  an  example — merely  for  his  office  sake,  and 
because  he  is  a  clergyman. 

"  We  are  told  that  a  great  deal  depends  upon  the  report 
which  the  Judges  make  of  those  whom  they  try.  We  hope 
your  Lordship  will  be  so  good  as  to  report  his  case  as  ftivour- 
ably  as  you  justly  can,  and  whatever  you  shall  please  further 
to  do  for  him,  as  he  is  an  unworthy  brother  of  the  order,  we 
shall  all  thankfully  acknowledge  to  you.  I  am, 
"  My  Lord,  your  Lordship's 

"  very  affectionate  Friend  and  Servant, 

«  W.  Cant." 

A  printer  J^   thc   year   1719,   Lord  Chief  Justice    King   presided 

high  during  a  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey,  which  shows  the  extreme 

treason  for    severity  to  whlcli,  from  the  multmlled  plots  to  bring  in  the 

printing  a  "^  i  i        •  i 

libel.  1  retender,  the  government  thought  it  necessary  to  proceed 

against  the  Jacobites.  An  act  had  passed  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne,  to  make  it  high  treason  maliciously  and  ad- 
visedly to  assert  that  the  Pretender  had  a  right  to  the 
throne  ;  but  it  had  been  treated  as  a  dead  letter  —  till  now  that 
John  Matthews,  a  printer,  nineteen  years  of  age,  was  In- 
dicted upon  it  for  printing  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  "  Ex  ore 
tuo  tc  judico,  vox  popull,  vox  Del,"  In  which  the  writer 
somewhat  jocularly  contended  that  all  parties  should  now 
acknowledge  thc  Pretender,  for  thc  Tories  believed,  as  a 
principle  of  religion,  In  thc  "  divine  right  of  Kings,"  and 
thc  Whig  maxim  of  "  Vox  populi  vox  Del,"  led  to  the  same 
result,  as  the  vast  majority  of  the  population  of  tlils  country 
Avere  now  for  King  James.  The  poor  printer  contended 
that  this  could  not  be  considered  a  malicious  or  advised 
asserting  of  the  title  of  the  Pretender,  as  he  liad  only  been 
acting  in  his  trade,  and  the  composition  itself  was  merely 
thoughtless;  but  Lord  Chief  Justice,  according  to  the  strict 
rigour  of  the  law,  laid  down  to  the  jury  that  "the  fiict 
implied  malice,  and  that  doing  a  thing  advisedh/  is  doing  it 
with  a  consciousness  of  what  Is  done  ;  " — so  tlierc  was  a  verdict 
of  "  guilty."  The  j)risoner's  counsel  then  moved  in  airest  (if 
judgment  that  the  Indictment  cliarged  no  crime,  for  being 
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in  Latin,  it  used  the  word   "impressit"   to  predicate  the  CHAP. 

....  CXXI V 

printing   of  the    book,    whereas    "  imprimere,"    in   the  just   ^ ]_ 


meaning  of  the  Latin  tongue,  has  no  such  meaning,  printing 
not  being  known  among  the  Romans  ;  and  at  all  events  the 
practice  should  have  been  followed  which  was  proper  where 
any  doubt  existed  as  to  the  meaning  of  a  Latin  word  in  law 
proceedings,  and  that  the  indictment  should  have  run  "  im- 
ruESSiT,  angllce  printedJ^  But  the  Chief  Justice  ruled  that 
"  imprimere  "  had  acquired  the  meaning  of  "  to  print,"  as  we 
may  know  from  the  "  imprimatur  "  on  books,  the  printing 
of  which  was  permitted.  The  frightful  sentence  was  accord- 
ingly passed,  and,  I  am  shocked  to  say,  was  carried  into  full 
execution  at  Tyburn.*  This  appears  to  me  the  hardest  case 
of  treason  which  is  to  be  found  after  the  Ilevolution.  The 
young  man  might  properly  have  been  imprisoned  for  some 
months  for  assisting  in  the  publication  of  a  libel,  but  it  was  a 
confounding  of  the  real  distinctions  of  crimes,  to  hang,  em- 
bowel, behead,  and  quarter  him  as  a  traitor.  From  Sir 
Peter  King's  known  humanity,  I  think  we  may  safely  infer 
that  this  execution  took  place  against  his  recommendation. 

Upon    all    occasions    when  we  have    sufficient    means    of  sir  Peter 
examining  his  conduct,  avc  uniformlv  find  him  exerting  him-   ^^'"g''*. 

.  .  1  •    p  ^  humanity. 

sell  to  mitigate  the  misfortunes,  and  to  soothe  the  sunenno-s 
of  others.  About  this  time,  a  conij)laint  being  made  to  him 
of  some  severities  towards  prisoners  confined  in  the  Fleet 
under  Common  Pleas  process,  and  the  warden  h.aving  urged 
in  answer  the  insecurity  of  the  prison,  whereby  he  incurred 
great  responsibility  from  the  danger  of  the  prisoners  es- 
caping ;  the  Chief  Justice  rcj)licd,  ■ —  "  Then  you  may  raise 
your  walls  higher,  but  there  shall  be  no  prison  within  a 
prison  where  I  bear  rule." 

Lord  Chief  Justice  King  went  as  Judge  of  Assize  twice  a 
year,  and  he  broke  tlirough  the  old  custom  for  a  Judge  to 
continue  to  "ride  the  same  circuit,*'  for  he  visited  all  the 
English  circuits  in  their  turn,  or  as  it  has  been  since  techni- 
cally  called   in  AVestminster  Hall,    "  he   ran    the   gauntlet." 

•    1,^  St.  Tr.   l:iL':;— I  lol. 
w  <i    1 
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CHAP. 
CXXIV. 


Letter  to 
Lord  Chief 
Justice 
King  re- 
specting 
Dr.  Bent- 
ley. 


When  about  to  start  on  the  Norfolk  circuit  in  the  summer 
of  1720,  he  received  the  following  curious  letter  to  excuse 
the  non-attendance  of  the  Vice-chancellor  and  Heads  of 
Houses  at  Cambridge,  on  account  of  the  controversy  then 
raging  between  them  and  Bentley,  the  celebrated  Master  of 
Trinity,  who,  by  ancient  usage,  had  to  lodge  the  Judges 
during  the  assizes  in  his  college. 

"  My  Lord, 
"  I  would  have  waited  on  your  Lordship,  but  for  the 
terrible  apprehensions  I  am  under,  that  my  poor  wife,  who  is 
lately  brought  to  bed,  will  shortly  breathe  her  last.  Under 
this  anxiety,  I  am  forc'd,  by  letters  from  Cambridge,  to  bear 
in  mind  the  affairs  of  that  University.  Thither  your  Lord- 
ship is  quickly  going,  and  believe  me,  my  Lord,  none  upon 
earth  are  more  ready  to  pay  you  due  respect  and  honour 
than  we  are.  But,  my  Lord,  the  Master  of  Trinity  has 
taken  a  resolution,  and  put  it  in  practice,  to  make  the 
Vice-Ch*"  and  Heads  wait  in  the  open  Court  among  the 
mob,  or  at  least  to  be  taken  into  a  comon  room  among 
the  footmen,  when  they  come  to  pay  their  duty  to  you. 
Till  he  shall  come  to  a  better  mind  (which  in  this  and  all 
other  respects  I  wish  he  may),  I  beg  leave  to  depend  on  your 
Lordship's  and  Mr.  Justice  Blcncoc's  goodness,  that  you  will 
favourably  interpret  this  behaviour  of  the  University,  and 
accept  your  usual  present  from  the  hands  of  the  Bedell ;  if 
the  Heads  are  not  allow'd  the  constant  customary  convenience 
in  waiting  upon  you.  Pardon  this  trouble,  my  Lord,  and 
the  confusion  I  am  in. 

"  I  am,  with  the  greatest  rcs2)cct, 
"  Yoiu'  Lordship's 

"  Most  obedient,  humble  Scrv*, 

"  T.  Goocii.* 

"Great  Russell  Street,  July'28.  1720." 


*  ImtiI  Lovelaces  MSS.  —  Goocli,  tlic  Master  of  Caius,  had  licen  Vice-chati- 
ccllor  in  1718,  and  liad  jironounccd  tlie  famous  sentence  wliorehy  Bentley  was 
deprived  of  his  degrees — till  it  was  reversed  by  an  apjieal  to  the  courts  of  law. 
The  Judges  being  afterwards  at  Trhiity  Jx)dge,  one  of  thL-m  took  occasion  to  ob- 
serve, "  Dr.  Bentley,  you  have   not  yet   tlianked  us  for  what  we  Iiave  done  for 

you."      Benlhij "What   am    I  to  thank    you  for?      Is  it  for  only  doing   me 

justice  after  a  long  protracted  law-suit?      Had  you,  indeed,  restored  me  at  once 
to  my  rights,  I  miglit  have  expressed   my  obligations;   but  such  have  been  your 
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A  very  noted  case,  though  not  of  a  pohtical  nature,  came     CHAP, 
before  Lord  Chief  Justice  King  two  years  after,  at  Bury    * 


St.  Edmunds,  in  which,    although   substantial  justice   was  ^.d.  1722 
done,   and  the  decision  has  been   since  recognised,  I  must  Lord  Chief 
confess  it  seems  to  me  that  the  law  was  rather  strained.  IM**"^® 

King  s 

Arundel  Coke,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  of  fortune  in  the  county  famous 
of  Suffolk,  and  John  Woodburne,  his  servant,  were  capitally  t^^^rco?" 
indicted  on  the  "  Coventry  Act "  for  slitting  the  nose  of  Edward  ventry  Act." 
Crispe,  Esq.,  Coke's  brother-in-law,  "  with  intent  to  maim 
and  disfigure  him."  It  appeared  in  evidence  that  Mrs.  Coke 
was  entitled  to  a  large  estate  on  the  death  of  her  brother, 
Mr.  Crispe ;  that  Mr.  Coke,  to  get  possession  of  this  estate, 
resolved  to  miirder  Mr.  Crispe ;  that  with  this  view  he  in- 
veigled Mr.  Crispe  at  midnight  into  a  churchyard ;  that 
there  Woodburne,  by  Mr.  Coke's  orders,  assaulted  Mr. 
Crispe  with  a  bill-hook,  and  gave  him  several  wounds  which 
were  believed  to  be  mortal ;  that  he  was  left  for  dead  in  the 
churchyard  ;  that  he  was  nevertheless  carried  by  some 
countrymen  passing  by  to  Mr.  Coke's  house,  which  was  close 
by ;  that  he  recovered,  —  and  that  one  of  the  wounds  he 
received  was  a  cut  across  the  nose. 

The  prisoners  being  called  upon  for  their  defence.  Coke 
boldly  contended  that  this  case  did  not  come  within  the 
Coventry  iVct,  22  &  23  Car.  2.,  which  enacts  that  "  if 
any  person  of  malice  aforethought,  and  by  lying- in- wait, 
shall  unlawfully  slit  the  nose,  &c.,  with  intent  to  maim  or 
(lisfignre,  he  sliall  be  guilty  of  felony  without  benefit  of 
clergy."  Now  the  act,  as  was  well  known  from  its  history, 
and  as  was  apparent  from  its  terms,  was  meant  to  apply  to 
the  outrage  of  maiming  or  disfiguring  a  man  whom  there  Avas 
no  intention  to  deprive  of  life,  but  who  was  afterwards  to  gratify 
the  malice  of  an  enemy  by  carrying  about  with  him,  and  ex- 
hibiting in  society,  the  mark  of  disgrace  set  upon  his  person. 
The  attempt  to  put  a  fellow  creature  to  death  might  morally 
be  a  higher  crime,  but  not  being  the  crime  described  In  the 
statute,  it  remained  as  at  common  law,  only  an  aggravated 

(k'lays,  that  if  I  liad  not  bi'cn  an  economist  in  my  earh'er  years,  I  must  have 
been  ruined  hy  tlie  |nirsuit  of  justice.'" — l.i/c  nf  Jhnthy,  by  yionk,  Bisliop  of 
Gloucester  and  15ristol,  vol.  ii.  21  I. 
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CHAP,     misdemeanour,  to  be   punished  by  fine  and  imj)nsonment. 

'_   The  legislature  might  be  hereafter  called  upon  to  make  such 

an  attempt  a  capital  oiFence,  but  a  court  of  justice  could  not 
properly  extend  to  it  a  statute  passed  entirely  alio  intuitu. 
Now  here  there  clearly  was  no  intent  that  Mr.  Crispe  should 
live  ridiculous  with  a  mutilated  visage ;  the  intention  was 
not  to  disfigure,  but  to  murder  him  for  his  estate ;  the  wound 
which  merely  cut  the  nose  was  intended,  like  others  inflicted 
on  different  parts  of  his  body,  to  be  mortal,  and  both  the  ac- 
cused persons  when  they  left  him  in  the  churchyard  believed 
that  their  real  object  had  been  fully  accomplished. 

However,  Lord  Chief  Justice  King  ruled  that  if  the 
prisoners  maliciously  inflicted  a  wound  which  amounted  to  a 
slitting  of  the  nose,  and  Avhich  disfigured  the  prosecutor,  the 
case  was  within  the  act,  although  the  real  object  was  to 
murder,  not  to  disfigure,  saying,  "  There  are  cases  in  which 
an  unlawful  or  felonious  intent  to  do  one  act  may  be  carried 
over  to  another  act  done  in  prosecution  thereof,  and  such 
other  act  will  be  felony,  because  done  in  prosecution  of  an 
unlawful  or  felonious  intent.  As  if  a  man  shoots  at  wild  fowl 
wherein  no  one  hath  any  property,  and  by  such  shooting 
happens  unawares  to  kill  a  man ;  this  homicide  is  not  felony, 
but  only  a  misadventure  or  chance-medley,  because  it  Avas  an 
accident  in  the  doing  of  a  lawful  act :  but  if  this  man  had 
shot  at  a  tame  fowl  wherein  another  had  property,  but  not 
with  intention  to  steal  it,  and  by  such  shooting  had  acci- 
dentally killed  a  man,  he  would  then  have  been  guilty  of 
manslaughter,  because  done  in  prosecution  of  an  unlawful 
act,  viz.  committing  a  trespass  upon  another's  property ;  but 
if  he  had  had  an  intention  of  stealing  this  tame  fowl,  then 
such  accidental  killing  of  a  man  would  ha\c  been  murder, 
because  done  in  prosecution  of  a  felonious  intent,  viz.  an 
intent  to  steal.  Here,  although  the  idtimate  intention  was 
to  murder,  there  might  be  an  intermediate  intention  to  dis- 
fifjure,  and  one  mio;ht  take  effect  while  the  other  did  not. 
An  intention  to  kill  does  not  exclude  an  intention  to  dis- 
figure. The  instrument  made  use  of  in  tliis  attempt  was  a 
bill  or  hedging  hook,  wliich,  in  its  own  nature,  is  })ropcr  for 
'  cutting,  maiming,  and  disfiguring.'     The  means  made  use 
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of  to  effect  the  murder  must  be  considered,  and  the  jury  will 
say  whether  every  blow  and  cut,  and  the  consequences 
thereof,  were  not  intended  —  as  well  as  the  end  for  Avhich  it  is 
alleged  those  blows  and  cuts  were  given."  The  prisoners 
Avere  convicted  and  executed ;  but  the  case  may  be  regarded 
as  a  pendant  to  that  before  Lord  Chief  Justice  Sir  James 
Mansfield,  where  a  man  who  gave  a  horse  a  draught  for  the 
purpose  of  fraudulently  winning  a  wager  on  a  race,  was  hanged 
for  killing  the  horse  "  out  of  malice  to  the  owner,"  whose  name 
he  did  not  know.  * 
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CXXIV. 
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*  In  the  spring  of  1720  Lord  Chief  Justice  King  went  the  Northern  Circuit 
with  Mr.  Justice  Dormer,  and  there  lies  before  me  a  very  curious  account  of 
their  joint  expences.  In  all  its  minute  details  it  would  be  very  interesting  to 
circuitcering  lawyers,  but  I  can  only  venture  to  give  a  short  abstract  of  it. 

The  expences  of  the  journey  to  York 

at  York       .... 

from  York  to  Lancaster 

At  Lancaster  I  copy  at  length  as  a  specimen  ; 

Corporation  presented  a  quarter  of  beef,  a  mutton,  a  veal, 
and  2  dozen  of  wine    -  -  -  .  - 

i\Ir.  Lawson,  a  present  of  apples  ... 

Tlie  butcher's  bill  -  .  .  .  . 

The  house  bill        -         - 

The  vintner's  bill  -  -  .  .  . 

The  cook's  bill  ----.- 
The  cook's  wages  -  -  .  .  . 

'llie  cook's  horsukeeping  and  sliouing       ... 
Gave  to  the  servants       -  -  -  -  . 

(lave  to  the  vSlierilV's  coachman  ... 

(>ave  to  the  Sheriff's  butler         -  -  -  . 

(jave  to  the  poor  ..... 

Gave  to  the  sexton  ..... 


JouriK'V  buck  .... 

Dislnirscd  in  all   - 

Received  for  entries,  &c  ,  at  York  - 

for  entries  and  recoveries  at  Lancasti'r 

-by  f)  fines  at  York 

by  34  fines  at  Lancaster  - 

Received  in  all      - 

Disbursed  nioie  than  received 

IC.icli  Judile's  sluue  ... 


0 

10 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

8 

10 

18 

7 

7 

1 

12 

0 

1 

13 

1 

8 

0 

0 

0 

7 

10 

2 

0 

0 

0 

10 
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0 

'2 

6 

0 

5 

O 

0 

1 

0 

33 

IS 

10 

:!.; 

IS 

10 

- 

- 

13 

!) 

0 

- 

107 

1 

ii 

. 

31 

13 

1 

- 

- 

1  1 
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8 

. 

- 

3 

0 

0 

- 

- 

-- 

13 
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- 
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1 

- 
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CHAP.         I  shall  only  mention  one  other  opinion  of  Sir  Peter  Kinjr 
CXXIV  ... 

while  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  which,  though 


ChiefJus-    most   honcstly   and   conscientiously   given,    greatly   pleased 

tice  King's    Qcorgc  I.,  and  probably   smoothed   his   way  to  the  wool- 
opinion  on  ,  _,,  .  11.  1  1  •      •         o 
the  Sove-      sack.      ihis  was  on  the  dispute  between  the  reignmg  ho- 

reign's         yercign  and  his  son,  respecting  the  marriage  and  education 

regulate  the  of  the  royal  grandchildren.      "  The   question  is,"  said  he, 

education      «  whether  such  marriage   can   be   without   the   consent   of 

and  mar-  P        ^ 

riages  of  the  Crown  ?  and  I  think  it  cannot.  As  to  marriage  in 
children  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  royal  family,  nobody  can  instance  any  to  be 
made  these  500  years  without  the  Crown's  consent.  Where 
the  Crown  has  not  been  consulted,  such  a  marriage  has 
been  considered  a  crime.  The  case  of  Lord  Brandon,  in 
Henry  VIII. 's  time,  and  the  case  of  Lady  Arabella  Stuart, 
are  strong  precedents.  If  this  had  not  been  a  crime,  the 
Countess  of  Shrewsbury  would  not  have  been  liable  to  any 
punishment.  The  House  of  Commons'  address  in  1673 
respecting  the  marriage  of  the  King's  nieces  was  ridiculous 
if  he  had  no  power  over  it.  The  instances  of  marriage  ap- 
ply equally  to  education.  But  it  is  objected,  '  this  in- 
vades the  right  of  the  father.'  Not  at  all  so ;  nor  is  this 
against  the  law  of  God  in  any  sense;  for  duty  to  parents 
is  still  subject  to  the  public  good.  Every  body  knows  that 
King  William  appointed  the  tutor  of  the  Duke  of  Glou- 
cester, son  of  Princess  Anne,  and  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons addressed  the  King  to  remove  liim.  Why  should  the 
King  remove  him  if  he  had  no  poAver  over  him  ?  So  that 
I  am  clear  the  King  lias  this  prerogative."  * 
Lord  Chief  Although  Sir  Peter  King,  while  Chief  Justice  of  the 
King  en-  Common  Plcas,  escaped  the  imputation  of  being  a  political 
trusted         JudfTe,  it  is  a  curious  fact  that  all  this  time  he  was,  in  a  quiet 

with  tlie  °  . 

disposal  of    way,  one  of  the  greatest  boroughmongers  in  England.     By 
scats  in  par-  j.gr^gQjj  of  his  ccrcat  reputation  in  the  West,  his  native  coun- 

liament.  .  ^  .      . 

try,  many  proprietors  of  Ijoroiighs  there,  from  patriotic  or 
from  jobbing  views,  gave  him  tlie  disposal  of  their  scats  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  I  liave  perused  an  immense  mass 
of  electioneering    correspondence,    in  which    he    bears    the 

•  15  St.  Tr.  VJ'JJ. 
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principal  part,  and  which  is  very  illustrative  of  the   man-     CHAP. 
ners  of  the  times  ;  but  which  could  only  now  be  interest- 
ing  to   the   families   whose    names   occur   in   it.      Among 
his     correspondents    was    the    greatest    statesman    of   the 
eighteenth   century,  who  kept  the  House    of  Hanover  on 
the  throne,  and  by  his  pacific  policy  added  more  to  the  real 
strength  of  his  country,  than  if  he  had  gained  battles  and 
taken   cities.       Sir  Robert  Walpole's   letters   to  Sir  Peter 
King  are  curious,  as  they  strikingly  display  the  earnestness, 
energy,  cleverness,  and  tact  with  which  he  brought  all  his 
negotiations,  whether  about  a  borough  or  a  kingdom,  to  a 
successful  issue.    I  w^ill  give  one  instance  as  a  specimen.    The 
borough  of  Berealstone,  —  as  close  as  Old  Sarum, — belonged  Letters  to 
to  the  Drakes,  and  Sir  Francis  Drake,  the  then  head  of  the  slr^R'^w^al- 
family,  gave  the  management  of  it  to  Sir  Peter,  who  had  put  pole  aijout 
in,  as  one  of  its  members,  old  Horace  Walpole.    It  happened  rou-rh  of 
that  before  Sir  Robert  had  established  his  ascendency,  and   l^ereal- 
while  he  was  carrying  on  a  struggle  for  power  with  Sunder- 
land and   Stanhope,  Horace  was  to  vacate  his  seat  by  the 
acceptance  of  a  sinecure  office,    to  Avhich  he  was  entitled 
under  some  reversionary  grant ;  and  a  rumour  had  reached 
the  Walpolcs  that  Sir  Peter  had  gone  over  to  their  rivals, 
and  was  about  to  return   another  member  for  Berealstone. 
Sir  Robert  at  first  contented  himself  with  writing  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  Sir  Peter,  which  he  was  in  hopes  might  have 
been  sufficient :  — 

"  We  have  received  such  accounts  of  IMr.  Blathw\ait's  des-  Aus-  it. 
perate  state  of  health,  that  we  have  reason  to  apprehend  my  ''''* 
brother  Horace's  seat  in  parliament,  to  Avliom  the  reversion 
of  ]\Ir.  Blathwait's  place  is  granted,  may  be  innnediatoly 
vacant.  As  'tis  to  you  alone  we  owe  the  recommendation  to 
Sir  Francis  Drake,  you  will  not  wonder  that  I  make  this 
early  application  to  beg  your  friendship  again,  to  have  my 
brother  re-elected.  I  liave  wrote  to  Sir  Francis  Drake,  by 
this  night's  post,  upon  this  subject,  and  I  nuist  entreat  you 
to  second  my  request,  which,  I  am  sensible,  will  be  of  the 
greatest  weight  and  service  to  my  brother ;  and,  therefore, 
you  maybe  assured  we  shall  be  both  always  ready  to  acknow- 
l('dii:e  so  trreat  an  obligation  in  the  best  niaiuier  we  are  able." 
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CHAP.         But  no  satisfactory  answer  was  received,  and  the  rumour 
CXXIV  • 
■    gained  ground  that  a  dependent  of  Lord  Sunderland  was  to 

be  returned.  Thereupon  Sir  Robert  penned  the  following 
irresistibly  persuasive  epistle,  applying  himself,  with  most 
inimitable  dexterity,  to  all  the  motives  which,  upon  such 
an  occasion,  could  influence  the  mind  of  the  man  he  was 
addressing :  — 
Aug.  31.  "  I  hope  you  will  forgive  me  if  I  write  to  you  upon  this 

occasion  with  some  freedom  and  a  little  importunity.  I  am 
not  at  all  insensible  what  applications  will  be  made  to  you, 
and  how  acceptable  it  will  be  to  some  to  give  us  this  disap- 
pointment ;  but  I  flatter  myself  that  I  do  not  stand  in  that 
light  with  you,  being  not  conscious  that  I  have  done  any 
thing  that  should  make  it  a  pleasure  to  you  to  put  such  a 
slight  upon  me.  Experience  teaches  every  body  how  little 
of  the  regard  that  he  meets  with  from  the  multitude  is  to  be 
ascribed  to  himself,  and  how  much  is  owing  to  his  power 
only ;  but  as  I  never  could  look  upon  you  in  that  view,  I 
cannot  persuade  myself  but  friendship,  old  acquaintance,  and 
a  long  knowledge  of  me  in  ray  public  capacity,  was  my  chief 
recommendation  to  you.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  Sir 
Francis  Drake  and  yourself  may  have  other  friends  that  de- 
serve as  well  or  better  of  you  than  we  can  pretend  to,  and 
that  you  may  have  an  equal  inclination  to  serve ;  which, 
were  this  a  common  case,  and  upon  the  election  of  a  new 
parliament,  I  must  admit,  would  be  a  reasonable  answer ; 
but  you  will  consider  that  a  refusal  now  is  an  absolute  exclu- 
sion of  my  brother,  and  should  you  oblige  any  body  else,  it 
must  be  done  at  our  expence  ;  and  I  verily  believe  you  will 
meet  no  solicitations  that  will  not  be  more  out  of  a  desire  to 
offer  an  indignity  to  me,  than  to  oblige  any  body  else,  I  will 
not  tire  your  patience  with  more  arguments.  You  know  the 
world  too  well  not  to  be  sensible  how  grievous,  to  speak 
plainly,  this  disappointment  must  be  to  me  at  this  juncture, 
to  have  my  enemies  gain  this  triumph  over  me.  The  satis- 
faction or  advantage  they  can  have  by  it,  unless  in  crossing 
my  expectations,  can  be  no  ways  equal  to  the  dissatisfaction 
and  concern  that,  I  very  freely  confess,  it  would  give  me. 
To  others,  your  answer  is  i)lain  and  ready  —  upon  prc-cngagc- 
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ments  and  present  possession.  To  me,  I  know  but  one —  CHAP. 
that  you  think  me  no  longer  worth  obliging.  After  I  have 
expressed  myself  thus  plainly  and  earnestly  to  you,  I  can  add 
nothing  but  to  tell  you,  that  as  I  am  sure  this  depends  upon 
you  alone,  to  you  alone  I  will  ever  own  the  obligation, 
which,  you  may  plainly  see,  I  do  really  think  as  great  as  you 
can  possibly  confer  upon  me ;  and  if,  after  this,  I  should 
ever  be  wanting  to  show  you  a  just  sense  of  it,  I  should  be 
worthy  of  the  last  reproach.  I  must  beg  one  thing  more, 
that  you  will  give  me  a  direct  reply,  which,  if  it  is  to  be  in 
favour  of  my  brother,  will  be  an  answer  to  all  other  so- 
licitations. I  am,  very  much,  your  most  faithful  humble 
servant, 

"  R.  WALrOLE." 

It  is  possible  that  such  a  service,  at  such  a  pinch,  was  Lord  Chief 
remembered  by  Walpole,  become  sole  ruler  of  the  King  and  ^{^^J^^  j;,. 
kingdom,  when,  upon  the  impeachment  of  Lord  Macclesfield,  iiuerested- 
the  Gi'cat  Seal  was  suddenly  to  be  disposed  of.  But  I  must 
do  Sir  Peter  King  the  justice  to  say,  that  in  all  the  elcc-  t^'^s. 
tioneering  affairs  in  whicli  he  was  engaged,  he  seems  to  have 
acted  with  honour  and  disinterestedness.  He  makes  no 
corrupt  bargain  for  others,  and  he  had  no  amljitious  views 
for  himself.  His  great  object  was  to  support  the  Whig 
party  and  the  Revolution  settlement. 


ness  in  elec- 
tion mat- 
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CHAPTER  CXXV. 


CHAP. 
CXXV. 

His  unex- 
pected prO' 
motion  to 
the  wool- 
sack. 


He  is 

Speaker  of 
the  House 
of  Lords. 


CONTINUATION  OF  THE  LIFE  OF  LORD  KING  TILL  THE  DEATH  OF 

GEORGE  I. 

On  what  strange  chances  and  vicissitudes  does  official  pro- 
motion depend  !     When  Sir  Peter  King  had  been  ten  years 
Chief  Justice  of  the   Common   Pleas,    he   and   his  friends 
thought  only  of  his  terminating  his  honourable,   but  com- 
paratively  obscure,    career  in   this  office,   leaving   a   name 
only  to  be  found  in  musty  black  letter  law  Reports,  or  in 
chronological  tables  of  the  twelve  Judges.     But  a  madness 
seized  the  nation,  during  the  South  Sea  Bubble,  unknown 
before  or  since,  till  the  coming  up  of  railways  ;  the  Masters 
in  Chancery  caught  the  infection,  and,  losing  large  sums  of 
suitors'  money  intrusted   to   them,  became  defaulters,  and 
attracted  public  notice  to  the  manner  in  which  they  were  ap- 
pointed, and  to  the  abuses  in  their  department  of  the  Court. 
Suddenly   a  storm   of  indignation    arose  against    the  Lord 
Chancellor,  who  had  only  been  a  little  more  rapacious  tlian 
most  of  his  predecessors ;  he  who,  a  few  weeks  before,  had 
been  in  the  plenitude  of  power  and  popularity,  was  driven  to 
resign ;    there  being  no  one  who  could  conveniently  be   at 
that  moment  appointed  to  succeed  him,  the  Great  Seal  Avas 
put  into  commission ;  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas, 
having  more  leisure  than  the  Chiefs  of  the  other  Courts  in 
Westminster  Hall,   Sir  Peter  King,  was  appointed  Si:)eakcr 
of  the   House  of  Lords ;   there  he  conducted  himself  Avith 
such  dignity  and  propriety  during  an  impeachment,  that  he 
Avas  made  Lord   Chancellor  and   a  Peer ;  so  he   became   a 
character  in  English  history,  and  is  regarded  as  the  founder 
of  a  distinguished  family  in  the  nobility  of  England. 

Sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  and  his  brother  Commissioners,  being 
appointed  on  the  7th  of  January,  1?25, — in  obedience  to  the 
roval  admonition  *,  applied  themselves  diligently  to  business. 


*   Ante,  J).  535. 
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but  found  the  concerns  of  the  suitors  in  a  state  of  deplorable  chap. 
confusion  from  the  deficiencies  of  the  Masters,  and  were  ^^^V- 
greatly  perplexed  and  divided  in  opinion  with  respect  to  the 
remedies  which  ought  to  be  applied.  Sitting  daily  during 
Hilary  and  Easter  Terms,  and  in  the  intervening  vacation, 
their  time  was  almost  wholly  occupied  with  motions  respect- 
ing the  abstraction,  the  replacing  and  the  securing  of  trust 
money. 

Meanwhile  the  trial  of  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield  proceeded.  Jan.  21. 
"When  parliament  assembled  after  the  Christmas  recess.  Sir  {^^^'^^^ 
Peter  King  took  his  place  on  the  woolsack  as  Speaker  of  the  ment  of 
House  of  Lords,  leaving  his   puisnies   to  do  the  ordinary  ]\iYccics- 
business  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  questions  of  fieW- 
difficulty  being  reserved  for  his  advice.      On  the   13tli  of 
February  a  message  from  the  Commons  was  announced,  and 
Sir  Peter  King  having  put  on  his  hat.  Sir  George  Oxenden, 
attended  by  many  members,  "  in  the  name  of  all  the  Com- 
mons of  England,  impeached  Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield  of 
high  crimes   and  misdemeanours,  declaring  that  the   House 
of  Commons  would,  in  due  time,  exhibit  particular  articles 
against  him,  and  make  good  the  same." 

Sir  Peter,  not  being  a  Peer,  of  course  had  no  deliberative 
voice,  but  during  the  trial,  as  the  organ  of  the  House  of 
Peers,  he  regulated  the  procedure  witliout  any  special  vote, 
intiniatinfj  to  the  manao-ers  and  to  the  counsel  for  the  de- 
fendant  when  they  were  to  speak,  and  to  adduce  their 
evidence.  After  the  verdict  of  Guilty,  he  ordered  the  Black 
Rod  to  produce  his  prisoner  at  tlie  bar,  and  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Commons  having  demanded  judginent,  lie,  in 
good  taste,  abstaining  from  making  any  conuncnt,  <li'yly,  but 
solenmly  and  impressively,  pronounced  the  sentence  which  the 
House  had  agreed  upon.  * 

The  Lords  Commissioners  wxre  still  going  on  very  indif-  Disposition 
I'ercntly,  and  complaints  becoming  loud  against  their  in-  .scal  after ' 
efficiency,  Walpolc  felt  that,  to  secure  the  popularity  which  L"""''  ^i^c- 
lic  had  justly  accpiired  by  sacrificing  the  late  Chancellor  to  conviction, 
the  public  indignation,  another  enjoying  the  pul)lic  confidence 

»    l(j  St.  Tr.  801.  <);i8.  lOSO.   I'-MS.  l-.'(;:).  1:;:U).  ;    ;niti'.  ]..  .l.j.'t. 
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CHAP,  should  be  appointed.  Sir  Philip  Yorke,  the  Attorney  General, 
who  had  made  such  a  brilliant  start,  was  not  much  turned 
of  thirty ;  and  a  head  of  the  law,  and  keeper  of  the  King's 
conscience  so  youthful,  would  have  been  the  subject  of 
gibes  instead  of  reverence.  Sir  Clement  Wearg,  the  So- 
licitor, had  distinguished  himself  much  in  supporting  the 
bill  for  the  banishment  of  Atterbury,  and  as  manager  of 
the  House  of  Commons  in  conducting  the  impeachment 
of  Macclesfield;  but  though  considerably  senior  in  age, 
and  in  standing  at  the  bar,  he  was  considered  of  inferior 
ability,  and  there  were  strong  objections  to  putting  him  over 
the  head  of  the  Attorney  General.*  The  Serjeants  and 
King's  counsel  offered  no  better  choice.  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll, 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  had  rather  lost  reputation  by  acting 
as  a  Commissioner  of  the  Great  Seal.  A  selection  Avas  to  be 
made  therefore  of  a  common  law  Judge,  and  none  could 
have  a  higher  character  than  Chief  Justice  King,  whose 
conduct  during  the  impeachment  both  parties  had  concurred 
in  praising. 
Sir  Peter  Accordingly  he  was  fixed  upon,  and  it  was  agreed  that  he 

King  made  g}jQyij  at  oncc  bc  declared  Lord  Chancellor  without  beine; 

Lord  Chan-  _  ^  ^ 

ceiior  and  a  Lord  Keeper ;  that  he  should  simultaneously  be  raised  to  the 
^^^'  Peerage  (likewise  an  unusual  rapidity  of  honour),  and  that  he 

should  receive  a  salary  of  6000/.  a  year  payable  out  of  tlie 
post  office,   and   1200/.  a  year  payable  out  of  the  Hanaper 
office,  in  consideration  of  the  sale  of  offices  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  being  adjudged  to  be  illegal. 
Lord  I  have  now  the  advantage  of  a  Diary  which  Lord  Chancellor 

Diafv^  King  on  his  new  appointment  began  to  keep  in  short  hand, 

without  any  view  to  authorship,  and  which  has  been  recently 
printed  by  his  family  for  private  circulation.  From  this  I 
shall  occasionally  make  extracts,  and  at  other  times  I  shall 
refer  to  it  as  the  authority  for  my  narrative.  Thus  lie 
commences :  — 
Lord  King  "  1725. —  Tucsdai/,  June  1.  Monday,  the  31st  May,  be- 
ta es  us       .^       ^j^^  l^g^  ^      ^£  ^1^^  sitting  of  Parliament,  I  was  introduced 

seat  in  the  o  •/  ^ 

House  of      into  the  House  of  Lords,  as  Lord  King,  Baron  of  Ockham,  in 

Peers. 

'    Life  of  Sir  Clement  Wearg,  l)y  Duke,  IHl:!. 
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the  county  of  Surrey.     My  introducers  were  Lord  Delaware     CHAP. 

C  X  XV 

and  Lord  Onslow.    Baron's  robes,  lent  me  by  Lord  Hertford.   ]^ 

And  this  day  at  noon  I  went  to  St.  James's,  and  being  called 
into  the  King's  closet,  he  delivered  the  Seals  to  me  as  Lord 
Chancellor :  and  soon  after  I  went  to  the  council-chamber, 
carrying  the  Seals  before  him.  The  first  thing  that  was  done 
was  to  swear  me  Lord  Chancellor,  after  which  I  took  my  Swom  in 
place  as  such.     The  King  then  declared  that  he  was  goino;  Lord 

f  ,  1,1^1  1  »       t>    Chancellor. 

beyond  sea,  and  had  appomted  a  regency,  whose  names  were 
then  declared.  * 

"  2d.  —  In  the  morning  I  received  the  visits  of  several 
Lords  and  others  of  my  friends,  and  at  noon  went  to  wait  on 
the  Prince  and  Princess,  and  kissed  their  hands.  This  day 
I  surrendered  my  place  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common 
Pleas. 

"  3^.  —  About  ten  o'clock  I  waited  on  the  King  to  have 
two  bills  signed,  the  one  for  Eyre  to  be  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  the  other  for  Gilbert  to  be  Chief  Baron,  and 
as  soon  as  I  left  him  he  went  on  his  voyage  to  Hanover. 
And  inasmuch  as  several  of  the  nobility  Avere  to  wait  on  him 
to  Greenwich,  so  that  they  could  not  attend  me,  according 
to  custom,  to  Westminster  Hall,  I  did  from  thence  take  an 
occasion  to  go  privately  to  Westminster  Hall,  which  I  did 
this  day,  being  a  day  of  motions.  I  here  took  again  the  oath 
of  a  Chancellor,  which  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  read,  and  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  held  the  book." 

The  new  Chancellor  probably  abstained  from  all  parade  in 
bis  installation,  out  of  delicacy  to  the  melancholy  condition  of 
his  predecessor  who  was  now  a  2ii*is*»'ier  in  the  Tower  of 
London.  Had  he  chosen  to  have  the  usual  procession  to 
Westminster  Hall,    I  doubt  not   that,  notwithstanding  the 


•  "  1st  Jiiru',  IT'-'.").  His  iMajesty  having  received  the  Great  Seal  of  Great 
Britain  from  tlie  I^ords  Commissioners  this  day,  and  havinj;  l)een  pleased  to 
deliver  it  the  satne  day  to  the  Right  Honble.  I'eter  Lord  King,  with  the  title 
of  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  his  Lordship  on  Tiuirsday,  the  !id  of  the 
same  month,  came  jirivately  from  his  house  in  Norfolk  Street  to  the  Chancery 
Court  in  Wesf  Hall,  and  did  then  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  take  tiie  oaths 
appointed  to  he  taken  hy  the  1"  of  William  i*\;  Mary,  and  the  oath  of  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  holding  the  hook,  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  read  the  said  oaths." —  Roll.  1714— IT'iT. 
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CHAP.     King's  absence,  it  would  have  been  one  of  the  most  splendid 
seen  for  many  years,  as  his  promotion  was  universally  ap- 


ment. 


Anticipa-      proved  of,  and  there  was  a  general  expectation  that  he  would 
tions  that      ^^^^  q^^.  ^q  ]jg  q^q  q£  ^]^q  greatest  Chancellors  that  had  ever 

Lord  King  '^    . 

would  be  a    sat  upon  the  woolsack.    He  himself  did  not  labour  under  any 
Efuit  serious  misgivings,  having  long  been  svich  a  complete  master 

Judge.         of  his  work  on  the  common  law  bench. 

Public  disj  However,  there  was  soon  considerable  disappointment  expe- 
appoint-  rienced  by  the  public  as  well  as  anxiety  by  himself.  He  suc- 
ceeded a  Judge  who  not  only  had  a  fine  legal  understanding, 
but  to  whom  the  doctrine  and  practice  of  the  Court  had  become 
"  familiar  as  his  garter."  Lord  King  had  not  only  never 
practised  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  but  there  seeming  no 
possibility  of  his  leaving  the  Common  Pleas  during  his  life, 
he  had  been  contented  with  well  understanding  "  pleading 
in  actions  real  and  personal ; "  and  he  had  neither  read 
Chancery  Reports  nor  paid  the  slightest  attention  to  Chan- 
cery proceedings.  He  now  saw  daily  pleading  before  him 
Yoi'ke,  Talbot,  Wearg,  and  other  counsel  regularly  trained 
in  the  Court, — and  he  found  himself  in  the  painful  and  humilia- 
ting situation  of  knowing  much  less  of  the  subject  than  the 
advocates  on  whose  arguments  he  was  to  decide.  He  was 
even  in  a  more  perilous  predicament  than  a  man  at  once 
taken  from  the  bar  and  placed  in  a  judicial  situation  for 
which  he  is  not  quite  prepared  ;  for  by  presiding  ten  years 
over  the  plilegmaticSerjeants,  he  expected  always  to  be  treated 
with  extreme  deference,  and  he  was  apt  to  show  impatience 
and  peevis'hness  if  an  ill-considered  opinion  thrown  out  by 
him  was  roughly  handled.  He  Avas  mucli  friglitened  by  tlie 
approach  of  "  a  Seal,"  and  he  had  little  sleep  the  night  before 
the  dreaded  day  when  he  was  to  be  assailed  by  all  manner  of 
motions,  of  which  he  had  no  previous  notice.  He  could 
pretty  well  manage  the  regular  hearing  of  a  cause — when  the 
bill  and  answer  were  opened  Acry  tediously,  as  was  then  the 
custom,  —  the  evidence  was  all  read  at  full  length  —  counsel 
were  heard  on  both  sides,-  and  time  could  be  taken  to  consider 
the  decree.  He  could  even  dispose  of  Pleas  and  Deunirrers 
with  tolerable  composure,  as  a  little  patience  and  discreet 
reserve,  to  conceal  Ignorance,  might  lead  to  a  shrewd  and 
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tolerably  safe  guess  at  the  right  conclusion.    But  when  there     chap. 
caine    motions  for    injunctions    and   for   scquesti'ations,  and     ^^^^• 


nuserifs 
regrets 


for  the  appointment  of  receivers  and  for  the   payment    of  Lo^,j 
money  into  Court  and  out  of   Court,  and  for  divers  other   King's 
things  about  which  the  little  he  had  read  in  his  youth  had  and'r'en 
long  faded  from  his  memory,  and  which  he  was  obliged  to  ^^  <^-han 
decide  off-hand,  —  he  sadly  repented  that  for  "  the  thorns  of 
Chancery "    he  had   ever   exchanged    "  the  cushion  of  the 
Common  Pleas." 

Although  his  perception  was  not  so  quick  as  it  had  been, 
and  all  his  faculties  were  beginning  to  be  a  little  rigid, — as 
soon  as  he  discovered  his  deficiencies  he  nobly  struggled  to 
supply  them.  Disregarding  amusement  and  recreation,  and 
regardless  of  health  and  even  of  life  itself,  he  boldly  be- 
gan and  he  steadily  pursued  a  course  of  reading  to  qualify 
himself  for  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  an  Equity  Judge- 
There  were  then  hardly  any  published  Chancery  Reports, 
there  were  no  systematic  treatises  on  Equity  pleading  or 
practice,  and  there  was  little  for  the  Equity  student  in 
jn'int  beyond  the  Heads  "  Subpoena  "  and  "  Chancery,"  in  the 
general  Abridgements.  But  Lord  King,  besides  confiden- 
tially conversing  with  some  practitioners  in  his  Court,  borrowed 
MS.  treatises  respecting  Chancery,  and  MS.  reports  of  the 
decisions  of  former  Chancellors,  which  were  in  private  cir- 
culation. B}^  a  diligent  perusal  of  these  he  made  him- 
self a  very  pretty  Equity  lawyer,  and  he  had  a  tolerable 
notion  of  the  newest  f\ishions  which  his  predecessor  had 
introduced.  Still  he  never  could  remove  tlie  inijjre.-^sion 
Avhich  he  had  made  at  the  conunencement  of  his  Chancel- 
lorship. It  is  said  that  there  were  more  a]>peals  from  tlie 
Court  in  liis  time  than  during  any  equal  periotl,  either  lu'lore 
or  since,  and  that  there  were  more  of  his  (k'croes  reversed 
than  there  have  ever  been  of  any  other  (luniceUor.  Jiut 
the  fate  of  :i])[)ea]s  de])ends  greatly  on  the  general  repnta- 
tion  ol'  the  Judge  aj)])eak'd  from,  and  the  temper  ol"  the  .Judge 
or  .ludges  ap[)ealed  to.  Lord  King  was  not,  like  Lord 
llai'dwieke,  the  only  law  Lord,  so  as  to  make  an  a])i)eal  Irom 
the  Court  of  Chancery  to  the  House  of  Lords,  '•  ab  eodem 
ad    eundem,''    and    Lords   Leehuiert'    and    TreNor    were    not 
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CHAP,     sorry   to  have   an  opportunity  of  civilly  pointing   out   his 
^^^^-     mistakes. 

Reading  Lord  King's  Equity  judgments,  as  they  appear  in 
Peere  Williams  *,  I  believe  they  will  be  generally  esteemed 
sound,  and  they  are  to  be  praised  for  the  same  clearness  and 
precision  which  distinguished  him  as  a  common  law  Judge. 
Lord  ^o  very  important  case  came  before  him  in  the  Court  of 

King's  de-    Chancery,  and  he  cannot  be  said  to  have  added  very  ma- 
terially to  our  Equitable  code,  but  a  few  of  his  decisions  may 
Wll  f        ^®  found  generally  interesting.  —  He  settled  the  rule  that 
lands  made   a  wiU  of  lands  in  England,  though  made  abroad,  must  be 
*  '^^'^  '        signed  by  three  witnesses,  according  to  the  Enghsh  Statute 
of  Frauds,  a  will  of  lands  being  to  be  governed  by  the  lex 
loci  rei  sites,  and  a  will  of  personalty  by  the  lex  domicilii,  f 
Pin-money.  Where  by  a  marriage  settlement  the  wife  is  entitled  to  pin- 
money,  he  decided  that  if  the  husband  and  wife  live  together, 
and  he  maintains  her,  she  is  not  entitled  to  claim  the  arrears 
of  her  pin-money.  X 
Provision  A  man  having  seduced  a  modest  girl,  and  had  a  child  by 

seduced.  ^^^^>  entered  into  an  executory  agreement  to  pay  2000/.  to  be 
laid  out  in  purchasing  an  annuity  for  the  mother  and  child. 
When  a  bill  was  filed  for  a  specific  performance  of  this  agree- 
ment after  the  child's  death,  objection  was  made  that,  this  being 
matter  of  turpitude,  Equity  ought  not  to  interfere.  Lord 
Chancellor  King.  —  "If  a  man  does  mislead  an  innocent 
woman,  it  is  both  reason  and  justice  that  he  should  make  her 
reparation  ;  but  this  case  is  stronger  in  respect  of  the  inno- 
cent child  whom  the  father  has  occasioned  to  be  brousht 
into  the  world  in  this  shameful  manner,  and  for  whom  in 
justice  he  ought  to  provide,  and  though  the  child  be  now 
dead,  yet  the  case  is  to  be  taken  as  it  was  when  the  agree- 


*  The  cases  heard  before  Lord  Chancellor  King  from  1726  to  1730  are  also 
published  by  a  reporter  of  inferior  merit,  named  Moseley,  whose  volume  has 
generally  been  vilipended.  However,  in  i\Ir.  Ilargrave's  cojjv  of  it  in  tlie  British 
IVIuseum  is  to  be  found  the  following  notice: — "Lord  Slansfield,  in  5  IJurr. 
2629.  says,  '  this  book  sliould  not  be  quoted  ;  '  and  in  Mi/ddleton  v.  lAjrd  Kenyon, 
Lord  Chancellor  I>oughborough  observed  to  I\Ir.  Fonl)lan(]ue,  upon  his  citin"- 
a  case  from  it,  '  that  he  had  not  heard  it  cited.'  I5ut  I  took  the  liberty  of  say- 
ing that  '  I  had  often  heard  it  cited,  and  that  I  had  found  very  good  matter  in 
it."'j 

t    Coppin  V.  Coppin,  2  P.  W.  29;?.  X    Thomas  v.    Ihujiet,  2  P.  W.  :v}  1 . 
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ment  to  provide  for  them  was  signed,  and  then  the  child     chap. 
was  livinor."*  cxxv. 


Lord  Chancellor  King  established  the  very  salutary  rule.  Settlement 
that  although,  by  the  law  of  England,  all  personal  property  »"  married 
bequeathed  to  a  wife  belongs  to  her  husband.  Equity  will  not 
aid  in  compelling    payment  of   the    legacy  without    seeing 
a  settlement  of  the  property  made  for  the  wife's  benefit,  f 
What  seemed  a  more  doubtful  rule  laid  down  by  him  has  "Lis pen- 
been  since  adhered  to,  that  Us  pendens  shall  be  tantamount  to  to  all  the 
actual  notice,  —  so  that  a  purchaser  for  valuable  consideration  "'orld. 
may  lose  the  property  for  which  he  has  paid,  having  bought 
it  from  a  person  who  had  a  legal  right  to  sell,  —  if  a  suit  of 
which  he  was  ignorant  had  been  commenced  to  establish  an 
equitable  interest  in  it.  | 

A  curious  case  came  before  him,  showing  that  towards  the  Marriage  of 
middle  of  the  last  century  the  custom  of  marrying  infants  of  ^ine  years 
tender  years,  which  had  formerly  been  very  common,  still  "id- 
prevailed  in  England.  One  of  several  guardians  to  an  heiress 
took  her  from  a  boarding  school  when  she  was  only  nine 
years  old,  and  married  her  to  his  own  son  who  had  no 
estate.  The  Lord  Chancellor,  on  motion,  ordered  this  guar- 
dian to  bring  into  Court  the  infant  whom  he  had  married  to 
his  son,  and  that  he,  the  son,  and  the  infant  should  attend. 
All  attending,  the  counsel  for  the  application  pleaded,  "  that 
tliis  guardian  having,  in  so  perfidious  a  manner,  broken  his 
trust,  and  married  his  ward  to  his  own  son,  who  was  worth 
nothing,  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  guardian  of  all  infants 
with  the  superintendency  and  cognizance  of  all  trusts,  ought 
to  commit  him,  and  not  sutler  tlic  girl,  now  but  nine  years 
old,  to  continue  to  cohabit  with  her  liusband,  who  ought  not 
to  be  indulged  with  opportunities  of  inveigling  her,  and  pre- 
venting her  from  disagreeing  to  the  marriage  when  she  should 
come  to  the  age  of  twelve  years,  whicli  it  would  bo  for  her 
interest  to  do."  Lord  CJuinccUor.  —  "The  infant  girl  never 
having  been  under  the  care  of  the  Court,  nor  committed  by 
the  Court  to  the  care  of  this  guardian,  I  do  not  think  he  can 

■    Marc/iidtirsa   of  Aniiiin<liih'  v.    Jhtrris,  'J   I'.  W .    I:!!.      'I'liis   decree   was   af- 
firmed on  appeal  by  tlie  House  of  Lords,  1   IJrowii's  I*.  ('.  '_',■)(>. 

t    lirown  V.    /•;//();/,  :5   W  W.  L'O'J.  \     Son;  II  \.  (^ari>,,itcr.  'J  V.  W.    iSJ. 
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CHAP. 
CXXV. 


"Writ  de 
ventre  in- 
spiciendo. 


be  considered  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  Court ;  but  then  it  is 
a  very  ill  thing  in  him  to  marry  this  child  to  his  own  son, 
and  he  is  punishable  by  an  information.  I  will,  therefore, 
have  him  bound  over  with  sureties  to  appear  to  answer  an 
information  to  be  filed  against  him  by  the  Attorney  General. 
As  for  the  child,  let  her  be  handed  over  by  this  knavish  guar- 
dian to  the  other  guardian  named  in  her  father's  will,  who,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  will  take  proper  care  of  her,  and  do  what  is 
for  her  advantage  in  advising  her  to  confirm  or  to  renounce 
the  marriage."* 

I  will  only  mention  one  other  case  which  occurred  soon 
after,  and  illustrates  the  manners  of  tlie  age.  Sir  John 
Chaplyn,  a  young  Baronet,  nineteen  years  of  age,  of  great 
estate  in  Lincolnshire,  was  drawn  in  by  a  "  bumbailifF"  in 
Clare  Market  to  marry  his  daughter,  a  girl  of  sixteen,  and  to 
make  a  will  bequeathing  all  his  personal  estate  to  her.  In 
two  months  he  died,  leaving  three  sisters  who  were  his 
heirs  at  law,  if  there  were  no  issue  by  this  marriage.  The 
widow  pretending  to  be  pregnant,  the  sisters  petitioned  for  a 
writ  "  de  ventre  inspiciendo^  and  that  "  residing  at  her  late 
husband's  house  in  Llncolnsliire,  this  might  be  as  her  Castle 
Avherein  she  should  be  inclosed  f,  and  continue  until  the  time 
of  her  delivery,  and  that  some  woman  might  be  always  re- 
sident with  her  both  before  and  at  the  birth."  Her  counsel 
argued  "  that  she  was  guilty  of  no  crime  in  marrying  Sir 
John,  who  was  of  sufficient  age  to  choose  a  wife  for  himself, 
and  who  might  think  beauty  and  virtue  a  sufficient  portion, 
especially  when  his  fortune  had  put  him  above  the  want  of 
money ;  that,  as  it  had  not  appeared  any  fraud  or  collusion 
was  intended,  it  was  A^ex'y  unreasonable  to  suspect  she  Avould 
be  guilty  of  imposing  a  false  child  on  the  family ;  that  it 
would  be  a  hardship  on  a  lady  of  such  tender  years  to  send  a 
jury  of  matrons  to  inspect  her;  that  she,  being  now  wltli 
child,  the  inspection  might  be  of  dangerous  consequence  and 
occasion  a  miscarriage,  a  thing  possibly  wished  for  by  the 

*    Goodall  V.  Harris,  2  P.  \S .  .Ifil. 

f  At  common  law  a  jury  of  matrons  must  he  impnnnellcd,  and  if  tliey  find 
tlie  widow  with  child,  she  is  to  ho  shut  up  in  a  castle,  where  the  shcrilF  of  the 
county  keeps  her  in  safety  till  she  is  delivered. 
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other  side;  that  the  "Castle"  in  Lincolnshire,  was  an  old     CHAP. 
house  in  the  fens,  much  out  of  repair ;  and  that  she  having  no  '     ' 

relations  or  friends  in  that  country,  it  would  be  cruel  to 
imprison  her  there." — Lord  Chancellor.  "  I  take  this  writ 
*'  de  ventre  inspiciendo^^  to  be  of  common  right  —  for  the 
security  of  the  next  heir,  to  guard  against  fraudulent  or  sup- 
posititious births.  But  as  it  may  be  a  hardship  to  oblige  the 
lady  to  live  in  Lincolnshire  far  from  her  relations  and  friends, 
and  since  the  marriage  appears  to  have  been  in  March  last, 
consequently  no  probability  of  her  being  brought  to  bed 
before  Christmas,  and  as  her  father  consents  she  shall  be  in 
town  before  Michaelmas,  and  reside  in  St.  James's  parish  in 
Middlesex,  let  the  writ  '  de  ventre  inspiciendo,''  issue  at 
Michaelmas,  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  Middlesex.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  present  heirs  may  send  two  women  at  reason- 
able times  to  see  whether  she  is  with  child,  they  giving 
reasonable  notice  before-hand,  so  that  this  may  be  attended 
with  as  little  inconvenience  as  possible  to  Lady  Chaplyn. 
There  is  no  occasion  to  execute  the  writ  with  all  the  strict- 
ness of  the  common  law,  provided  people  of  skill  from  time 
to  time  have  access  to  her,  and  may  be  present  at  the 
birth."* 

I  shall  afterwards  have  occasion  to  consider  the  beneficial 
changes  which  Lord  King  introduced  in  the  Masters'  ofHces 
in  the  administration  of  the  funds  of  the  suitors,  and  other 
dei)artmcnts,  —  which  place  him  high  in  the  rank  of  law 
reformers.  But  we  must  now  survey  him  in  the  exercise  of 
his  political  functions. 

Immediately  after  his  appointment  the  Kino;  had  jrone  to  I-""'  '^'"5 
Hanover,  leaving  him  and  other  great  officers  of  state  "  Lords  c.uncii  of 
Justices."     They  had  their  first  meeting  as  soon  as  news  was    l^^'j-'*^"')- 
received  of  the  King's  arrival  in  Holland  ;  tliere  was  afterwards 
a  formal  assembly  of  the  whole  body  once  a  fortnight,  and  a 
committee  (of  which  Walpole  Avas  chief)  met  from  time  to 
time  as  occasion  re([uin'd.       The  first   qncstion   tlicy  had  to 
deHberate  upon  was   the  propriety  of  granting  a   ])anlon   to 

*  Kxpark-  .\isci)iii,rli,  '„'  1'.  \\'.  :>'M.  This  writ  i(inliniu">  to  lif  uraiitod  not 
only  to  thi-  lu'ir  hut  to  a  tU'visee,  cithir  lor  lH'o  in  tail  or  in  tl'c.  I  ('o\,  lM'T.  : 
•1   Brown,  C\  C.  OO. 
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Commis- 
sions of  the 
peace  for 
Scotland. 


Scheme  to 
exclude 
Frederick, 
afterwards 
Prince  of 
Wales,  from 
the  succes- 
sion to  the 
tlirone. 


Lord  George  Murray,  who  had  been  attainted  when  only 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  had  petitioned  for  mercy.  The  Chan- 
cellor would  only  say  that  there  was  nothing  in  law  to  obstruct 
a  pardon,  but  refused  to  give  any  farther  opinion, — on  the 
ground  that  he  was  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the"  facts. 
The  Duke  of  Argyle  was  strongly  for  rigour,  "  because  this 
man's  treason  was  attended  with  perfidy  in  deserting  the 
King's  troops  and  running  away  to  the  rebels,  and  if  he  were 
pardoned  others  would  immediately  make  the  same  appli- 
cation." Walpole,  however,  took  the  merciful  side,  and 
carrying  a  majority  with  him,  a  letter  was  ordered  to  advise 
the  King  to  pardon  him.* 

Much  consultation  took  place  respecting  the  granting  of 
commissions  of  the  peace  for  Scotland,  then  in  a  very  dis- 
tracted state  on  account  of  the  Malt  Tax.  The  Earl  of 
Islay  "  was  called  in  and  gave  an  account  of  having  made  up 
lists  for  all  the  counties, — which  had  taken  three  months  in 
preparing,  and  which  he  vouched  were  made  up  with  great 
exactness  and  attention  to  the  gentlemen  to  be  appointed." 
"  On  this,"  says  the  Diary,  —  "I  told  the  Regency  that 
though  in  England  the  Great  Seal  would  be  a  little  more 
consulted  in  matters  of  this  nature,  yet,  considering  the 
urgency  of  affairs,  if  their  Excellencies  would  order  me  to 
pass  those  commissions  of  the  peace  as  now  settled,  I  would 
do  it.     Thereupon  they  ordered  me  to  pass  them."f 

Then  comes  an  exceedingly  cm'ious  entry.  — "  Ji/ne  24. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  went  with  me  to  Ockham,  and  lodged 
there  the  night.  He  entered  into  a  free  discourse  with  me 
about  foreign  affairs."  [After  a  copious  account  of  the 
disputes  with  Spain,  &c.,  no  longer  interesting,  he  adds]:  — 
"  Another  negotiation  had  lately  been  on  foot  in  relation  to 
the  two  young  Princes,  Frederick  |  and  William.  §  The 
Prince  II  and  his  wife^  were  for  excluding  Prince  Frederick 
from  the  throne  of  England,  but  that  after  the  King  and 
Prince,  he  should  be  Elector  of  Hanover,  and  Prince  William 


*  .fane  .5.  f  July  1st.  |    Afterwards  Fritz,  Prince  of  ^\'ak'S. 

§  Afterwards  Duke  of  Cumherland,  the  hero  of  Culloden. 

I!  'I'he  then  Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards  George  II. 

f  Afterwards  (^ueen  Caroline. 
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King  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  that  the  King  said  it  was  unjust  chap. 
to  do  it  without  Prince  Frederick's  consent,  who  was  now  of  ^'^^^• 
age  to  judge  for  himself,  and  so  this  matter  now  stood. 
But  that  Sir  Robert  Walpole  had  told  the  King  that  if  he 
did  not  in  his  lifetime  bring  over  Prince  Frederick,  he  would 
never  set  his  foot  on  English  ground,  so  that  he  did  not  know 
whether  the  King,  when  he  returned  from  Hanover,  Avould 
not  bring  that  Prince  with  him."  This  is  a  curious  proof  of 
the  early  dislike  of  George  II.  and  Queen  Caroline  to  their 
eldest  son,  Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales.  Lord  King  must 
have  looked  forward  with  some  dismay  to  the  dissensions  in 
the  royal  family,  which  had  proved  so  perilous  to  his  prede- 
cessors. But  he  contrived  to  retain  the  favour  of  the  reigning 
sovereign,  without  giving  fresh  offence  to  the  heir  apparent ; 
and  although  Prince  Frederick  for  some  unaccountable  reason 
was  not  brought  over  from  Germany  during  the  present 
reign,  George  I.  while  alive,  thwarted  the  plan  for  disin- 
heritino;  liis  fjrandson,  and  on  the  accession  of  Georcje  II.  the 
national  cry  was  so  strong  against  continuing  to  rear  as  an 
alien  him  who  was  to  fill  the  throne  of  England,  that  within 
two  years  it  was  found  necessary  to  send  for  him.  lie  had 
his  revenge  by  perpetually  disturbing  the  government  of  his 
father,  till  the  joyful  exclamation  was  uttered  — "  Fritz  is 
dead!" 

During  the    King's   absence  in   Germany,  the  Chancellor  Traisic- 
was  at  the  head  of  the   Regency.*     The   Lords    Justices,   „^.^^'|,^.  ti,^' 
besides  carrying  on  routine   business  at  home,  were   occuj)ied   Hcg-iuy  in 
with  mtricate  foreign  negotiations  (now   happily  unmtcrost-  ..,ij.,,,,j.i.' 
ing),   with  a    view   to   the   aggrandisement  of  his  Majesty's 
hereditary  dominions  by  the  addition  of  some  little  patches  of 
territory  to  them  ;  but  some  of  the  Chancellor's  entries  in  the 
"  Diary  "  are    worth    copying,  as  showing  how  business  was 

*  I  <lo  not  heliuvf  tliat  he  ever  enjoyed  mucli  imlitieal  power,  hut  in  foreign 
countries  he  was  re-^anied  as  a  very  important  i)erM)iiMire.  I  liave  nnu-  in  my 
liand  a  Utter  to  him  from  a  rrenclnnan  of  tlie  name  of  Neville,  i^ivin^  him  some 
important  inform  ition  —  thus  addressed  : 

"His    I'.xcii.i.rNi  1.    Mil. on    I'nni    Kinc 

nic    ('\N(  Ki.i.oK   or    (ii;i:\i'    nimrAcsK   ."^ 

ONK.   Of    Mirons   oi'    Mcr.sri. 

LONDON." 
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CHAP,     transacted   between   his    Majesty  and    his    representatives. 

cxxv.  «  j^j^y  25 — Received  by  Lord  Tovvnshend  from  the  King  a 
warrant  to  pass  a  commission  under  the  Great  Seal  to  Lord 
Townshend  to  treat  and  contract  with  such  princes  and  states 
as  the  King  should  direct,  which  I  accordingly  passed  under 
the  Great  Seal."  "  29. — The  Duke  of  Newcastle  was  with 
me  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  commission  to  Lord  Towns- , 
hend,  which  was  that  the  Emperor  and  King  of  Spain,  living 
now  in  strict  amity,  there  was  a  necessity  to  enter  into  a 
league  with  other  powers  to  preserve  the  peace  of  Europe  ; 
that  France  and  the  King  of  Sardinia  were  ready,  and  it  Avas 
hoped  that  the  Protestant  Princes  of  the  Empire  and  Holland 
would  likewise  come  into  it."  "  Sept.  7.  —  Tuesday  night, 
a  messenger  came  to  me  (at  Ockham)  from  Mr.  Delafaye 
with  ten  instruments  from  Hanover,  with  the  King's  warrant 
countersigned  by  Lord  Townshend  to  fix  the  Great  Seal  to 
them.  I  returned  back  word  by  the  messenger  that  I  was 
coming  to  town,  and  would  there  do  what  was  necessary." 
"  8.  Wednesday  at  night  I  came  to  town.  The  Duke  of 
Somerset  came  to  me,  and  I  asked  him,  when  he  was  in  the 
Regency  and  the  King  abroad,  as  had  happened  in  King 
William's  time  and  the  King  made  a  treaty  abroad,  whether 
this  were  communicated  to  the  Regency  or  Council  here  ?  or 
whether  upon  the  King's  warrant  from  beyond  the  sea,  the  Great 
Seal  was  affixed  to  them  here  ?  He  said  it  was  always  the 
custom,  on  the  King's  warrant,  for  the  Chancellor  to  affix  the 
Great  Seal.  The  next  day  Mr.  Delafaye  told  me  this  was 
always  the  custom,  and  that  it  would  be  absurd  to  lay  them 
before  the  Regency,  because  the  King  had  agreed  and  signed 
them  already.     I  therefore  put  the  Seal  to  them." 

Looking  to  Wolsey's  impeachment,  and  other  sources  of 
constitutional  information,  respecting  the  exercise  of  the 
royal  authority,  the  result  seems  to  be  that  the  Great  Seal 
can  only  be  used  within  the  realm,  but  that  it  may  lawfully 
be  applied  on  the  warrant  of  the  Sovereign  signed  l)eyond  the 
seas,  and  that  the  Regent,  guardian  of  the  realm,  or  Lords 
Justices,  are  bound  to  obey  any  directions  they  may  receive 
from  the  Sovereign,  either  before  his  departure  or  during  his 
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absence  abroad,  but  that  In  all  matters  respecting  which  they     CHAP, 
are  left  without  instructions,   their  act  is  equally  valid  and     ^^^^  • 
potent  as  if  done    by  the  Sovereign  in  person.     It  is  pro- 
bable  that  in  after  times  there  will  be  no  deputation  of  the 
royal  authority,  unless  to  open  or  prorogue  parliament,  or  to 
give  the  royal  assent  to  bills. 

I  will  conclude  this  head  with  an  entry  after  the  King's  Claim  by 
return,  which  proves  that  the  Chancellor,  who  used  to  be  cJiq^  to"' 
of  yore  the  sole  foreign  secretary,  still  imagined  that  as  exercise  su- 
he  was  to  affix  the  Great  Seal  to  Treaties,  he  was  to  exercise  in  the  ne- 
a  superintendence  over  foreign  affairs  :  "  Thursday,  March  {lotiation  o< 
10.  1726. — At  the  desire  of  Lord  Townshend  I  Avas  this  treaties, 
evening  at  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's,  with  the  Dukes  of 
Argyle  and  Newcastle,  and  Sir  Robert  Walpole."  [Pie  then 
gives  a  long  account  of  a  written  declaration  signed  by  the 
Landgrave  of  Hesse,  promising  to  supply  8000  foot  and 
4000  horse  for  the  defence  of  Hanover.]  "  Lord  Townshend 
saying,  that  '  this  was  not  properly  a  treaty  but  only  a  decla- 
ration by  the  Landgrave,  on  what  terms  he  would  furnisli  the 
King  with  so  many  soldiers,  and  that  there  was  nothing 
more  to  do  than  for  the  King  to  show  his  approbation  by  a 
ratification  under  the  Great  Seal,'  I  thought  that  '  the  form 
of  this  instrument  made  no  alteration  in  the  substance,  and 
that  this  was  really  nothing  else  than  a  treaty,  and  that  there 
was  no  instance  wherever  the  Great  Seal  made  a  treaty  by 
itself,  or  ratified  a  treaty  which  was  not  first  agreed  to  by 
some  minister  or  commissioner.'  And  thereupon  it  was  agreed 
that  inquiry  should  be  made  in  tlie  Secretary's  office  whether 
there  had  been  any  tiling  of  this  nature  l>efore  :  and  »»n 
in(|uiry  the  next  day  it  being  found  that  there  was  none  such, 
it  was  agreed  that  Diemar  and  Lord  Townshend  should  both 
mutually  sign  the  agreement  by  way  of  treaty,  and  that  after 
such  signing  the  ratification  should  })ass  according  to  the 
usual  forms.  And  I  having  hinted  to  Lord  Townshend 
thot  irJicii  I  teas  to  he  concerned  in  the  eonehision  of  an  nffdir 
it  was  hut  reasonalde  I  slioidd  hno>r  the  Ixtjinnintj  and  the 
l)ro(jress  ;  he  did  send  me  the  co|)y  (»f  this  matter  drawn  up 
in  the  form  of  a  treaty  between  him  and  Diemar.'' 
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Lord  King  took  his  place  as  Chancellor  in  the  House  of 
Lords  on  the  20th  of  January,  1726,  and  then  read  the  royal 
speech,  the  King  not  even  repeating  the  effort  he  made  when 
he  first  came  to  the  throne,  to  say,  in  English,  that  "  I  have 
ordered  my  Lord  Chancellor  to  declare  the  causes  of  calling 
this  parliament."  The  custom  was  now  introduced  of  the 
two  Houses  echoing  the  words  of  the  speech,  and  on  this  occa- 
sion the  address  was  carried  unanimously.  Opposition  was 
now  almost  annihilated,  and  Sir  Robert  graced  with  the  order 
of  the  Bath,  which  he  revived  to  increase  his  patronage,  and 
with  the  order  of  the  Garter,  the  importance  of  which  he 
enhanced  by  deigning  to  accept  it, — was  now  in  the  zenith  of 
his  power,  although  not  of  his  glory,  for  as  yet  he  had 
not  encountered  in  mortal  strife  Pulteney,  Carteret,  or 
Pitt.  There  was  not  a  division  in  the  House  of  Lords 
during  the  session,  the  entire  repose  of  which  was  only  occa- 
sionally interrupted  by  that  luckless  wight  Lord  Lechmcrc, 
who,  struggling  in  vain  for  office  and  fame,  occasionally  made 
motions  from  habitual  restlessness,  but  met  with  so  little 
support  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  no  trouble  beyond 
putting  the  question,  and  declaring  that  the  "  Xon-con- 
tents"  had  it. 

The  following  session  was  equally  tranquil,  and  at  the 
close  of  it  the  Lord  Chancellor  read  George  I.'s  last  speech 
to  Parliament,  thanking  them  for  the  zeal  and  harmony  Avith 
which  they  had  despatched  the  public  business.  His  Majesty, 
having  appointed  Lords  Justices,  immediately  set  off  for  the 
Continent,  and  never  again  touched  British  ground,  dying,  on 
the  10th  of  June,  on  his  way  to  Osnaburgli,  and  being  in- 
terred, with  his  ancestors,  in  Hanover. 

During  his  reign  of  thirteen  years,  the  public  attention 
was  so  completely  devoted  to  the  struggle  for  the  throne 
between  the  old  and  new  dynasties,  that  no  regard  was  paid 
to  legal  reform.  Lord  Somers's  "  Statute  of  Jeofails"  con- 
tinued the  most  recent  attempt  to  correct  the  abuses  of 
Westminster  Hall.  The  penal  code  had  been  rendered  more 
severe  by  the  Riot  Act,  and  by  several  fiscal  regulations 
encroaching  on  the  liberty  of  action  which  had  formerly  pre- 


LIFE    OF    LORD    KINfi.  623 

vailed  in  England.    Even  the  impeachment  of  Lord  Maccles-     chap. 

•  f '  X  X  V 

field  had  produced  little  beyond  salutary  exposure,  no  mea- 
sures being  yet  taken  effectually  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  similar  evils.  But  Lord  Chancellor  King  was  not  for- 
getful of  his  duty  to  struggle  for  the  improvement  of  our 
institutions  ;  and,  amidst  the  difficulties  which  surrounded 
him,  he  afterwards  accomplished  in  this  department  as  much 
as  could  reasonably  be  expected  from  him,  and  more  than 
was  attempted  by  his  successors  during  the  rest  of  the 
eighteenth  century. 
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The  Lord  Chancellor's  own  Diary  will  best  introduce  his 
proceedings  in  the  new  reign  :  — 
A.D.  1727.  "  Wednesday,  June  14.  1727.  About  five  in  the  evening 
of^^Geo^ll.  -'■  ^^^  ^  letter  from  Sir  R.  Walpole,  informing  me  that  the 
King  was  dead,  and  desiring  me  to  meet  him  immediately  at 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire's.  *  I  went  there  immediately,  and 
found  that  Sir  E,.  Walpole,  on  receipt  of  the  news  from  Lord 
Townshend,  had  instantly  gone  to  Richmond  and  acquainted 
the  Prince  with  it,  and  that  thereupon  the  Prince  had  resolved 
to  be  in  town  as  fast  as  he  could  that  evening.  In  the  mean 
time  we  prepared,  by  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  the 
draft  for  proclaiming  the  King,  and  settled  the  other  things 
necessary  to  be  done.  The  King,  in  the  mean  time,  came  to 
town,  and  sent  us  word  that  he  was  ready  whenever  we  were 
ready  to  wait  on  him.  Accordingly,  we  Avho  were  at  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire's,  except  the  Duke  himself,  who  had  the 
gout,  went  to  Leicester-House,  and  there  being  joined  by 
several  others  of  the  nobility,  we  sent  in  to  the  King  to  desire 
an  audience  :  and  although  the  Archbishop  was  present,  yet 
I  made  a  short  speech  to  the  King,  according  to  agreement, 
setting  out  the  great  sorrow  we  were  under  by  tlie  unexpected 
death  of  the  late  King,  and  that  nothing  could  relieve  or 
mitigate  it,  but  the  certain  prospect  of  happiness  under  his 
future  administration :  and  that  being  now  become  our  liege 
Lord,  we  desired  leave  to  withdraw  into  the  council-chamber 
to  draw  up  a  form  of  a  proclamation  for  proclaiming  him,  and 

*   The   original   of  this  letter,   in    the   handwriting  of   Sir    11.  Walpole,   lies 
before  me  : 

(  Copy. ) 
"  My  Lord,  Wedn.  5  o'clock. 

"  Tlie  melancholy  news  is  just  come  of  the  King's  death.      Pray  hasten  away 
to  my  Lord  President's,  where  I  wait  your  coming. 

"  Your's,  .*vc. 

"    U.    ^VaI.I'OI.K." 
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to  siofii  it  as  usual ;  which  beino;  granted,  we  retired  into  the     CHAP. 
.  o  &  '   ^  CXXVI 

council-chamber,  and  there  the  form,  which  we  had  before 

agreed  upon,  was  produced,  engrossed,  and  thereon  all  the 
Lords  of  the  Council  then  present  first  signed  it.  Then  the 
doors  were  opened,  and  the  Peers  in  the  outer  room  were 
desired  to  walk  in  and  sign  it,  which  they  did ;  then  it  was 
delivered  to  the  gentlemen  in  the  outer  room  to  sign  as  many 
as  they  pleased.  And  after  it  had  been  some  time  out  the 
Lords  of  the  Council  sent  for  the  parchment,  which  being 
returned,  secret  intimation  was  given  to  the  King  that  the 
Council  were  ready  to  receive  him.  Whereon  he  immediately 
came  in,  and  seating  himself  in  the  royal  chair  he  there  read 
the  declaration,  that  was  printed  at  the  desire  of  the  Lords  of 
the  Council:  it  had  been  prepared  at  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire's by  Sir  R.  Walpole  and  the  Speaker.  After  that  orders 
were  given  for  the  proclaiming  of  the  King  the  next  morning 
at  ten  o'clock,  and  several  other  orders  of  course  were  made, 
which  are  to  be  seen  in  the  council-book,  particularly  one  for 
proroguing  the  Parliament,  being  now,  by  reason  of  the 
King's  demise,  immediately  to  meet. —  Thursday,  15.  A 
little  after  ten  I  came  to  Leicester  House,  and  the  heralds 
and  all  being  ready,  about  eleven  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, myself,  and  other  Lords,  went  into  the  yard  before 
Leicester  House,  and  there  the  heralds  proclaimed  the  King, 
we  being  there  on  foot  uncovered.  As  soon  as  that  was 
done,  we  went  into  our  respective  coaches,  and  in  the  street 
before  Leicester  House  the  King  was  again  proclaimed. 
From  thence  we  went  and  proclaimed  him  at  Charlng-Cross, 
Temple-Bar,  the  corner  of  Wood  Street,  and  tlie  Koyal 
Exchange.  After  that  I  came  liome,  and  about  four  o'clock 
got  to  the  House  of  Lords,  where  the  Parliament  met,  and 
all  the  Lords  present  taking  the  oaths,  I  then  informed  the 
House  that  I  had  a  commission  from  tlic  King  to  prorogue 
the  Parliament  to  the  twenty-seventh  instant,  which  was  the 
day  it  stood  prorogued  to  in  the  late  King's  time.  And 
thereon  the  Lords  Connnissioners  seated  tlicmsclves  as  usual 
in  such  cases,  and  on  message  by  the  I'shcr  of  the  IMuck  \\o(\, 
the  Speaker  and  Connnons,  coming  to  the  bar,  the  conniiission 
was  read,  and  I  declared  the  Parli;uncnt  prorogued  to  the 
\(>L.  \\ .  s  s 
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twenty-seventh  instant.  From  hence  I  went  to  Leicester 
House,  a  Council  being  appointed  this  evening,  and  there  several 
other  orders  were  made,  which  had  been  omitted  the  evening 
before,  and  particularly  the  same  proclamation  which  had 
been  issued  out  upon  the  death  of  Queen  Anne  on  the  founda- 
tion of  the  act  Sexto  Annce  for  continuing  persons  in  their 
offices,  and  requiring  them  to  take  the  oaths  according  to  the 
said  act.  —  Friday,  \&th.  A  Council  in  the  evening,  wherein 
I  delivered  up  the  Seals  to  the  King,  who  re-delivered  them  to 
me  as  Chancellor,  and  thereon  I  was  sworn  Chancellor  in 
Council.  —  Saturday,  17  th.  I  was  sworn  Chancellor  in  the 
Chancery  Court  in  Westminster  Hall,  and  this  day  I  swore 
all  the  Judges  de  novo,  and  the  King's  Council,  and  some  of 
the  Welsh  Judges  pursuant  to  the  act  of  parliament,  Sexto 
AnncB. —  Sunday,  18th.  Received  the  sacrament  at  Ockham 
to  qualify  myself.  —  Tuesday,  20th.  Took  the  oaths  in  the 
King's  Bench ;  went  to  Kensington  and  presented  the 
Judges,  both  English  and  Welsh,  Masters  in  Chancery,  and 
the  King's  Council,  who  all  kissed  the  King's  and  Queen's 
hands.  —  Saturday,  24:th.  At  a  Cabinet  Council  at  Lord 
Townshend's  office  the  King's  speech  settled.  There  then 
arose  a  question  whether  the  King  was  to  take  the  test  on  his 
first  coming  to  parliament  next  Tuesday,  and  the  Lords  de- 
sired me  to  look  into  that  matter,  and  I  promised  them  to  do 
it  by  Monday  morning,  and  lay  what  I  could  find  before  them 
for  their  determination.  —  Monday,  26th.  At  Lord  Towns- 
hend's in  the  morning,  where  were  present  Harcourt,  Trevor, 
Walpole,  Newcastle,  the  Speaker,  Townshend,  Godolphin, 
and  myself,  and  I  stated  the  matter  to  them."  [After  discus- 
sing the  matter  at  great  length,  he  adds :]  "  On  these  reasons 
the  Lords  all  present  agreed  that  there  was  no  need  for  the 
Kino"  now  to  take  the  test ;  but  he  might  do  it  at  his  coronation 
if  that  intervene  before  a  new  parliament  should  be  chosen." 
Lord  King  might  consider  himself  in  luck  to  retain  the 
Great  Seal  under  him  whose  pretensions  to  educate  his 
children  and  to  consent  to  their  marriage  he  had  treated  so 
unceremoniously ;  but  George  II.  Avould  not  avenge  the  in- 
juries of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  he  now  became  reconciled 
to  doctrines  which  would  add  to  his  power  over  his  own  son. 
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whom  he  so  much  detested.    He  therefore  received  the  Chan-     CHAP. 

cellor  very  graciously,  saying :  "  Your  Lordship  has  always  '_ 

shown  yourself,  and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  show  yourself, 
a  zealous  servant  of  the  Crown,  and  a  warm  friend  to  the 
Protestant  succession."  His  Majesty,  however,  made  an 
attempt  to  usurp  patronage,  which  we  learn  from  the  Chan- 
cellor's Journal,  was  manfully  and  successfully  resisted :  "  The  Attempt  of 
King,  when  he  came  to  the  throne,  had  formed  a  system  both  encroadf  oa 
of  men  and  things,  and  to  make  alterations  in  several  offices,  t^^  patron- 
as  to  their  power,  and  particularly  as  to  mine.  About  chancellor. 
July  8th  he  told  me  that  he  expected  to  nominate  to  all 
benefices  and  prebendaries  that  the  Chancellor  usually  nomi- 
nated to.  I  told  him,  with  great  submission,  that  this  was  a 
right  belonging  to  the  office,  annexed  to  it  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment and  immemorial  usage,  and  I  hoped  he  would  not  put 
things  out  of  their  ancient  course.  He  told  me  my  Lord 
Cowper  *  told  him,  that  in  the  latter  part  of  his  Chancellor- 
ship, in  the  Queen's  time,  he  laid  before  the  Queen  a  list  of 
all  persons  whom  he  recommended  to  benefices,  that  she 
might  be  satisfied  they  were  good  Churchmen.  I  did  not 
give  up  this  point,  but  directly  desired  him  to  consider  it ; 
and  afterwards,  at  another  time,  he  told  me  that  I  should  go 
on  as  usual.  —  Sunday,  Jidy  \^th.  I  then  saw  him  again  :  he 
seemed  now  very  pleasant,  and  I  gave  him  a  list  of  all  the 
Judges,  both  in  England  and  Wales,  King's  Serjeants,  and 
Council,  and  other  subordinate  officers  in  the  law,  in  his  in- 
variable nomination,  and  told  him,  that  as  to  those  which  were 
not  Judges  in  England,  they  Avcrc  many  of  them  Parliament 
men,  and  some  now  stood  again.  So  he  ordered  me  to  make 
out^a^s  for  such  of  them  as  were  like  to  be  Parliament  men." 
The  system  which  his  Majesty  then  proj)Osed  for  tlie 
appointment  of  magistrates,  is  very  amusing  :  ■ —  "  He  also 
told  me,  now  that  he  had  heard  that  I  had  acted  j)rudently 

*  Extract  from  Lord  Cowper's  Diary.  —  "  Kovcmhr  \'Mh,  1705.  I  li.ul  tlie 
Qiiei'ii's  leave  to  bestow  my  livings  of  40/.  and  under  without  consulting  lier. 

'■^  June  15th,  ITOfi.  At  Cabinet.  Before  it  begun  1  had  discourse  with  the 
Arclibishoi)  about  disposing  of  the  livings  in  my  gift,  and  my  having  promised 
the  Queen  to  present,  as  she  directed,  in  all  the  valuable  ones;  he  said  lie  feared 
it  would  be  under  a  worse  management  than  inider  the  late  Keeper's  servants, 
by  the  importunity  of  the  women  and  other  hangers-on  at  court,  and  promised 
to  endeavour  to  get  that  matter  into  a  proper  method." 
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CHAP,     in  his  father's  time,  as  to  the  commission  of  the  peace, — that 
[_  his  pleasure  was,  that  I  should  put  into  the  commission  of 


Geo.  II. 's     t^^  peace  all  gentlemen  of  rank  and  quality  in  the  several 
instructions  countics.  Unless  they  were  in  direct  opposition  to  his  Govern- 

for  the  ap.  i  .n  i  r.     i  i 

pointment     fnent ;  but  still  keep  a  majority  of  those  who  were  known  to 
of  magis-      }3g  most  firmly  in  his  interest,  and  he  would  have  me  declare 
the  former  part  as  his  sentiment." 

Lord  King's  Journal  gives  an  interesting  statement  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  then  conceived  that  Walpole  had 
established  his  ascendency,  which  had  been  for  some  time 
endangered  by  the  King's  old  partiality  for  Sir  Spencer 
Compton,  now  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons : 
Sir  Spencer  "  On  the  King's  coming  to  the  throne,  he  ordered  Sir 
^iTsir°"  ■^-  "^^alpole  and  Sir  S.  Compton  to  confer  together  about 
Robert  his  affairs,  and  let  him  know  what  they  thought  fit  to  be 
^  ^°  ^'  done  for  his  service  from  time  to  time.  Sir  R.  Walpole 
seemed  so  sensible  that  he  should  be  laid  aside,  that  he  was 
very  irresolute  what  to  do,  whether  to  retire  into  the  House 
of  Lords  and  give  up  all  business,  or  whether  to  continue. 
But  the  King  and  the  Speaker  persuading  him  to  continue, 
he  went  on,  and  undertook  what  the  King  expected  from 
him,  as  to  the  Civil  List  and  the  Queen's  jointure,  which  he 
forwarded  in  Parliament.  During  which  time,  by  his 
constant  application  to  the  King  by  himself  in  the  mornings, 
when  the  Speaker,  by  reason  of  the  sitting  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  was  absent,  he  so  worked  upon  the  King,  that  he 
not  only  established  himself  in  favour  Avith  him,  but  pre- 
vented the  cashiering  of  many  others,  who  otherwise  would 
have  been  put  out.  The  Speaker  for  some  time  came  con- 
stantly to  the  King  every  afternoon,  and  had  secret  con- 
ferences with  him  ;  but  in  about  three  weeks'  time,  he  saw 
his  credit  diminish,  and  so  left  off  the  constancy  of  his 
attendance.  The  Tories  and  others,  who  expected  great 
changes  and  alterations,  finding  these  things  not  to  answer 
their  expectations,  began  to  retire  about  the  end  of  the 
short  session  of  parliament,  that  was  held  for  settling  the 
civil  list." — It  has  since  appeared,  however,  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Avas  not  altogether  in  the  secret  as  to  tlic  manner 
in   which  the  premiership   was    then    settled.     Walpole  re- 
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ceivmg  Lord  Townshend's  despatch  announcing  the  death     CHAP. 

of  the  late  King,  hastened  to  the  palace  of  Richmond,  where   "_ 

he  was  admitted  to  the  bedroom  of  the  Prince,  who  had 
retired  for  his  siesta.  Kneeling  down,  and  kissing  his  hand, 
the  anxious  minister  inquired  "  whom  his  Majesty  w^ould  be 
pleased  to  appoint  to  draw  up  the  necessary  declaration  to 
the  Privy  Council,"  being  sanguine  in  the  hope  that  the 
choice  would  fall  upon  himself.  "  Compton,"  answered  the 
King  shortly,  and  Walpole  withdrew  in  the  deepest  dis- 
appointment. This  "best  of  Speakers,"  how^ever,  Avas  so 
little  acquainted  with  real  business,  that  he  confessed  his 
incapacity  to  perform  the  task  imposed  upon  him,  and 
begged  Walpole  to  draw  up  the  declaration  for  him.  Sir 
Robert  willingly  complied,  and  wrote  the  declaration,  which 
Compton  carried  to  the  King.  For  a  few  days  a  change  of 
administration  was  confidently  expected ;  but  the  Aveakness 
of  the  favourite  was  so  apparent,  that  Walpole  said  con- 
fidently to  his  friend,  Sir  William  Younge,  "  I  shall  certainly 
go  out,  but  let  me  advise  you  not  to  go  into  violent  oppo- 
sition, as  we  must  soon  come  in  again."  He  continued 
uninterruptedly  in  his  office  by  the  discernment  of  Queen 
Caroline,  who  fully  appreciated  his  talents,  —  and  by  a  well- 
timed  offer,  to  obtain  from  parliament  a  jointure  for  lier 
Majesty  of  100,000/.  a  year,  —  Avhereas  60,0007.  was  the 
highest  sum  which  had  been  proposed  by  Compton.* 

Walpole  afterwards  owned  to  the  Chancellor  his  oljli- 
gations  to  the  Queen,  and  that  Avith  all  lier  influence  he 
had  great  difficulties  to  encounter: — " Avv.  24^//.  At  this 
time  Sir  Robert  took  occasion  to  tell  mc  of  tlie  great  credit 
he  had  Avith  the  King,  and  that  it  Avas  prlnci[)ally  by  tlic 
means  of  the  Queen,  avIio  Avas  the  most  able  Avouian  to 
gOA'crn  in  the  Avorld  :  however,  he  Avlshed  now  he  had  left 
off  Avhen  the  King  came  to  the  throne,  for  he  looked  upon 
himself  to  be  in  the  Avorst  situation  of  any  man  In  England  : 
that  he  Avas  noAV  struck  at  by  a  great  luunbor  of  jieoplc. 
All  those  Avho  had  hopes  on  the  King's  oouiing  to  the 
throne,  seeing  themselACS  disappointed,  looked  upon  him  as 

•   Cox's  •'  AValpok',"  ii.   ~>\V. 
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the  cause.  All  the  discontented  Whigs,  and  Carteret,  Rox- 
burgh, Berkeley,  Bolingbroke,  the  Speaker  Compton,  and 
Pulteney,  were  entered  into  a  formal  confederacy  against 
him ;  and  if  he  could  once  retire,  he  never  would  meddle  by 
way  of  opposition,  but  would  comply  with  the  Government 
in  every  thing." 

The  Lord  Chancellor  stood  well  with  Walpole,  who  con- 
sulted him  confidentially  on  all  legal  and  constitutional  ques- 
tions which  arose.  I  observe  by  the  Journal  that  Sir  Robert 
as  seldom  as  possible  called  meetings  of  the  whole  cabinet  — 
and  he  never  had  what  we  should  call  "cabinet  dinners,"  — 
but  his  favourite  mode  of  preparing  business  was  to  invite  two 
or  three  more  particularly  connected  with  the  department  to 
which  the  subject  belonged,  or  whose  opinion  he  particularly 
regarded,  to  dine  with  him, —  and  after  the  most  unrestrained 
conversation  with  them,  he  settled  what  was  fit  to  be  done. 
Thus  he  would  invite  the  two  Tory  law  Lords,  Lord  Har- 
court  and  Lord  Trevor,  to  meet  the  Chancellor,  that  he  might 
consider  with  them  respecting  the  reforms  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery.  * 

I  do  not  think  that  the  Chancellor  ever  was  consulted  by 
Sir  Robert  out  of  his  own  immediate  department,  or  that  he 
had  any  influence  in  the  general  measures  of  the  government. 
Indeed,  the  same  thing  might  be  said  of  Sir  Robert's  other 
colleagues  during  the  whole  course  of  his  administration.  If 
Lord  King,  like  Lord  Townshcnd,  had  made  a  struggle  to 
share  power  with  the  premier,  he  very  speedily  would  have 
been  obliged,  like  Lord  Townshcnd,  to  retire. 

When  parliament  first  met  for  the  despatch  of  business  in 
the  new  reign,  the  Chancellor  was  relieved  from  the  task  of 
reading  the  royal  speech,  George  II.  having  learned  to  speak 
English,  although  with  a  strong  foreign  accent  f,  and  the 
Lord  Chancellor  had  no  other  duty  to  perform  than  to  pre- 
sent the  speech  to  his  Majesty  in  the  fashion  now  adopted. 


*  "  Aiiff.  nth.  At  Sir  Robert  Walj)ole's ;  dined  there  with  Lord  ITarcourt 
and  Lord  Trevor.  The  end  of  our  dining  was  to  consider  what  was  fit  to  be 
done  with  Lord  Macclesfield's  30,000/." 

f  It  is  said  he  never  could  pronounce  P.  or  G.  Hence  two  of  his  noted 
sayings,  "  I  hate  all  i?oets  and  Painters,"  and  "  I  do  love  old  Brentford  ;  it  re- 
minds mc  so  much  of  Yaimany," 
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instead  of  receiving  the  speech  from  his  Majesty,  according     CHAP. 
to  the  fashion  of  the  reign  of  George  I.     The  opposition  was    * 


still  so  feeble,  that  in  the  House  of  Lords  the  Chancellor's 
place  was  a  sinecure.  His  name  does  not  once  appear  in  the 
printed  debates,  but  this  does  not  prove  much  as  they  are  so 
defective  and  scanty. 

The  orders  against  publishing  the  proceedings  of  parlia-  Feb.  26. 
ment  were  imposed  by  both  Houses  with  greater  rigour  than  q^^^^^ 
ever.     Upon  a  complaint  against  one  Raikes,  a  printer,  at  ance  and 
Gloucester,  that  he  had  printed  speeches  purporting  to  have  menrof 
been  delivered  in  the  House  of  Commons,  there   was   an  prohibition 
unanimous  resolution  "  that  it  is  an  indignity  to,  and  a  breach  debates. 
of  the  privileges  of  this  House  for  any  person  to  presume  to 
give  in  written  or  printed  newspapers  any  account  or  minutes 
of  the  debates,  or  other  proceedings  of  this  House,  or  of  any 
committee  thereof,  and  that  upon  discovery  of  the  authors, 
printers,  or  publishers,  this  House  will  proceed  against  the 
offenders  with  the  utmost  severity."     The  House  of  Lords 
enforced  their  order  with  equal  rigour,  and  by  their  superior 
power  of  fining  and  imprisoning  for  a  fixed  term,  notwith- 
standing a  prorogation,  —  more  effectually, —  insomuch  that 
the  magazines  hardly  ventured  to  give  even  a  touch  of  their 
orations  under  feigned  names,  as  delivered  in  Athens,  Rome, 
or  Lilliput.  *     Upon  consulting  other  sources  of  information, 
however,  I  think  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  Lord  Chan- 
cellor King  spoke  very  I'arely,  except  in  bringing  forward  the 
bills  for  reforming  the  Masters'  oflfices,  and  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  administration  of  the  laAV,  which  I  shall  notice 
hereafter.     Judging  from  his  Diary,  which  is  almost  entirely 

*  There  is  nothing  in  our  constitutional  history  which  surprises  me  so  much 
ns  ttie  lonjj;  continuance  of  this  restriction  ;  for,  i)esi(k's  tliat  the  pul)lication  of 
l)arliamentary  debates  is  favourable  to  liberty,  it  is  highly  Ihittering  to  the  vanity 
of  tlic  members,  and  now  pleases  them  so  much,  that  when  tlie  reporters' 
gallery  is  shut,  all  s])eaking  is  suspended.  I  susjjcct  that,  originally,  wiien  jirint- 
ing  was  introduced,  and  parliamentary  jjroceedings  excited  curiosity,  the  govirn- 
ment  was  afraid  that  po])ular  haranguing  would  l)e  encouraged  l)y  the  ])nhlicity 
of  the  debates,  and  that  every  successive  administration,  even  aftir  the  Revolu- 
tion, thought  they  had  an  interest  in  making  i)arlianu'ntary  proceedings  as  secret 
as  i)()ssil)le,  forgetting  that  from  the  circulation  of  their  own  s])eeches  they  might 
ac(|uire  pojjularity  and  strength.  —  .\t  Inst  tlie  oilicer  of  tlie  House  of  Commons 
wlio  was  to  enforce  the  standing  order  was  committed  to  prison  ;  and  now,  in 
one  session,  there  are  more  rejjorts  than  during  the  first  sixty  years  of  the  last 
Century. 

s  s   'I 


632 


KEIGN    OF   GEORGE   II. 


CHAP. 
CXXVI. 


Annihila- 
tion of 
party  con- 
tests. 


Negotia- 
tion of 
treaty  with 
France. 


Correspon- 
dence be- 
tween 
Georj^e  II. 
and  Queen 
Caroline. 


filled  with  the  deliberations  of  the  cabinet  on  pending  nego- 
tiations, he  seems  to  have  taken  a  lively  interest  in  foreign 
affairs,  but  when  they  came  to  be  pubhcly  discussed,  he  very 
prudently  remained  silent,  nor  did  he  speak  upon  the  "  Pen- 
sion Bill,"  the  "  Mutiny  Bill,"  or  on  the  «  Civil  List  Bill," 
almost  the  only  other  subjects  which  seem  to  have  caused 
much  excitement  in  the  House  of  Lords,  while  he  remained 
Chancellor.  This  was  a  most  remarkably  tranquil  period  in 
the  history  of  parliament.  Walpole's  Excise  scheme  excited 
a  storm  in  the  Commons,  but  it  never  reached  the  upper 
House. 

Although  there  must  have  been  still  going  forward  at 
court  a  number  of  intrigues,  in  which  the  Chancellor  was  con- 
cerned, his  Diary  unfortunately  takes  no  notice  of  these,  and, 
abounding  with  discussions  on  continental  politics,  contains 
very  few  personal  anecdotes  of  himself  or  his  contemporaries: 
—  but  I  will  give  one  other  extract  from  it,  which  may  cause 
regret  that  he  did  not  write  oftener  in  the  same  strain,  avail- 
ing himself  of  the  private  communications  of  the  Premier : 
^'Monday,  2nd  September,  1729,  went  to  town.  —  The  next 
day  saw  the  Queen  at  Court ;  from  thence  w^ent  to  Sir  R. 
Walpole's  in  his  chariot,  and  dined  with  him  and  his  lady 
only.  He  told  me,  that  since  the  last  time  I  saw  him,  they 
had  received  the  draught  of  articles  for  a  definitive  peace 
concerted  betv/een  our  Plenipotentiaries  and  the  Cardinal  and 
the  garde  des  sceaux ;  that  they  were  so  plain  and  good,  that 
they  did  not  think  it  worth  the  while  to  send  for  me  to  come 
to  town  to  see  and  agree  to  them,  or  to  give  any  farther  in- 
struction ;  that  they  were  as  good  as  we  could  desire,  he  was 
afraid  too  good  —  but,  however,  the  Cardinal  said  that  he 
was  sure  Spain  would  come  into  it ;  that,  for  expedition,  as 
soon  as  they  were  agreed  on  in  France,  they  Avere  imme- 
diately sent  to  Spain,  and  were  there  by  this  time.  In  talking 
with  liim  about  the  King's  orders,  that  orders  for  the  fleet 
and  the  negotiations  with  Spain  should  be  all  from  hence 
without  first  sending  to  Hanover,  he  told  me  that  Lord 
Townshcnd  was  very  much  displeased  at  it ;  that  he  in  con- 
cert with  the  Queen  gained  it  l)y  a  stratagem ;  that  the 
Queen  wrote  a  letter  to  the  King  intimating  that  some  people 


ence  over 


LIFE   OF    LORD   KING.  633 

thought  the  orders  for  the  fleet  were  too  long  coming  from     chap. 

Hanover,  but  that  she  would  not  for  the  world  desire  the    * 

King  to  send  a  power  to  her  or  to  any  one  —  here  to  give 
immediate  orders ;  that  would  be  to  execute  a  power  which 
belonged  only  to  him,  and  should  be  only  executed  by 
him.  Whereon  he  wrote  her  a  letter,  that  he  would  trust 
his  throne  and  kingdom  entirely  with  her,  and  thereupon 
ordered,  that  not  only  the  fleet,  but  also  the  Plenipo- 
tentiaries at  Paris  should  receive  their  immediate  orders 
from  hence,  and  not  stay  for  his.  —  On  this  occasion  Method  by- 
he   let   me   into   several   secrets  relating   to  the  King  and  '^'^"^^^'le 

o  o  gamed  and 

Queen  —  that  the  King  constantly  wrote  to  her  by  every  preserved 
opportunity  long  letters  of  two  or  three  sheets,  being 
generally  of  all  his  actions — what  he  did  every  day,  even  to  h™- 
minute  things,  and  particularly  of  his  amours,  what  women 
he  admired  *  *  * ;  and  that  the  Queen,  to  continue  him  in 
a  disposition  to  do  what  she  desired,  returned  as  long  letters, 
and  approved  even  of  his  amours ;  not  scrupling  to  say,  that 
she  was  but  one  woman,  and  an  old  woman,  and  that  he 
might  love  more  and  younger  women.  *  *  *  j  By  which 
means,  and  a  perfect  subserviency  to  his  will,  she  effected 
whatsoever  she  desired,  without  which  it  was  impossible  to 
keep  him  within  any  bounds." 

This  certainly  is  a  very  singular  correspondence  be- 
tween husband  and  wife,  and  we  should  not  be  justified  in 
remarking  upon  it  had  they  not  been  the  King  and  Queen  of 
these  realms  ;  but  it  is  matter  of  history,  and  discloses  to  us 
the  real  influences  by  which  the  nation  was  governed.  There 
must  have  been  an  extreme  intimacy  between  Ilcr  ]\Iiijesty 
and  Walpole  that  she  should  show  him  tliese  letters,  sind  we 
cannot  help  suspecting  that,  as  a  method  of  perpetuating  her 
favour  with  His  Majesty  and  consequently  his  own  niini.-^- 
terial  stability,  he  framed  the  answer.^  —  which  could  scarcely 
have  been  spontaneously  suggested  by  her  own  mind. 
Indeed  it   is  possible   that  the  whole  was   the   invention   of 


f    Dial  V,  ]).  II  1.      I  liave  been    oblijjed  to  omit  some   otlicr  cxjiressions  im- 
jiiitt'd  to  licr  Majesty  as  too  coarse  to  bu  copied. 
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April  6. 

1726. 


Letter  to 
the  Lord 
Chancellor 
from  Sir 
John 
WiUes, 
asking  for 
the  office  of 
Solicitor 
General, 
April  11. 
1726. 


Sept.  21. 
1725. 
Letter  to 
the  Lord 
Chancellor 
from  an  old 
Judge  who 
wished  to 
retire  on  a 
pension. 


Walpole,  who  over  his  wine  might  wish  to  mystify  the 
Chancellor.  Queen  Caroline  is  generally,  and  I  believe 
truly,  represented  to  us  as  not  only  chaste  and  pure  in  her 
own  conduct,  but  as  a  zealous  patron  of  religion  and  morality. 

The  Diary  which  had  been  kept  very  irregularly,  entirely 
breaks  off  in  October,  1729.  I  will  try  to  supply  its  place 
by  here  introducing  several  letters  addressed  to  Lord  King 
while  Chancellor,  which  will  throw  light  upon  his  conduct 
and  upon  the  manners  and  customs  of  his  age. 

On  the  sudden  death  of  Sir  Clement  Wearg,  there  was  a 
keen  contest  about  the  filling  up  of  his  office.  Sir  John 
Willes,  afterwards  Attorney  General,  and  a  distinguished 
Judge,  did  not  consider  it  beneath  his  dignity  thus  to  address 
the  distributor  of  legal  patronage  :  "  The  occasion  of  this  is 
humbly  to  beg  your  Lordship's  favour  that  I  may  succeed  the 
late  Solicitor  General.  I  have  been  King's  Counsel  above 
seven  years,  and  none  of  my  seniors  as  I  am  informed  desire 
it.  During  my  whole  life,  in  whatever  station  I  have  been, 
I  have  never  omitted  any  one  opportunity  of  showing  my 
zeal  for  the  present  establishment,  and  your  Lordship  I  be- 
lieve can  bear  me  witness  that  I  was  not  wanting  in  my  poor 
endeavours  to  promote  his  Majesty's  interest,  at  a  time 
when  it  was  not  only  very  unfashionable,  but  very  dangerous 
to  do  so.  My  behaviour  in  this  respect  will  I  hope  be 
thought  sufficient  to  balance  my  other  imperfections,  of  which 
I  am  fully  sensible."  Lord  King,  however  espoused  the 
interest  of  Mr.  Talbot,  who  was  now  appointed  Solicitor 
General  and  afterwards  succeeded  him  as  Chancellor. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  how  Judges  who  wished  to  rcsio-n 
on  account  of  age  and  infirmity  were  obliged  to  beg  for  a  pen- 
sion or  retired  allowance.  Sir  Littleton  Powys,  in  a  letter  to 
Lord  Chancellor  King,  after  describing  a  severe  illness  from 
which  he  had  recently  recovered,  thus  proceeds  to  state  his 
claims :  "  I  was  in  arms  myself  with  three  servants,  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolution,  under  the  then  Lord  Herbert,  who 
chose  me  to  read  the  Prince  of  Orange's  Declaration  at  the 
head  of  many  hundreds  of  the  best  of  the  county  then  met 
at  Shrewsbury,  which  I  did  with  a  very  loud  voice,  and  I  am 
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that  made  Second  Justice  of  Chester,  and  afterwards  by  the  ' 

great  favour  of  my  Lord  Chancellor  Somers  I  was  advanced 
into  the  Exchequer.  I  was  afterwards,  by  the  approbation  of 
my  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt,  removed  into  the  King's  Bench, 
where  I  have  been  twenty-three  years —  so  that  I  have  now 
sat  a  Judge  in  Westminster  Hall  thirty  years  and  in  three 
reigns,  and  I  have  had  the  protection  of  the  clause  '  Quamdiu 
se  bene  gesserit,'  without  any  misbehaviour  ever  imputed  to 
me.  I  am  sure  I  have  been  most  hearty  and  zealous  for  his 
Majesty's  person  and  government,  and  the  present  establish- 
ment." [Having  described  his  terrible  attacks  of  the  gout, 
he  says  :]  "  I  might  by  the  help  of  the  bath  and  other  means 
try  to  restore  my  health,  and  endeavour  to  die  a  Judge,  but  my 
success  in  such  restoring  meets  with  a  most  untoward  ob- 
jection, that  I  am  now  fourscore  years  old  wanting  but  one, 
and  I  am  therefore  thinking  it  better  to  resign  my  place  if 
I  may  be  admitted  by  the  great  favour  and  generosity  of 
his  Majesty,  after  so  long  and  faithful  service,  to  go  off  with 
honour,  by  having  a  pension,  in  like  manner  as  my  brother 
Powel  had,  who  was  a  Judge  in  Westminster  Hall  eight  years 
fewer  than  I  have  been,  and  my  brother  Blencome  now  hath, 
who  was  my  junior  one  year."  He  continues  at  great  length 
to  urge  his  petition  —  hinting  that  it  might  be  very  conve- 
nient for  some  worthy  friend  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  that 
there  should  be  a  vacancy  on  the  bench. 

The  Prime  Minister  docs  not  seem  to  have  encroached  by 
any  means  improperly  on  the  Lord  Chancellor's  legal  pa- 
tronage. Thus  he  good-naturedly  solicits  him  for  the  most 
inconsiderable  appointment  which  could  be  held  by  a  bar- 
rister :  — 

"  My  Lord, 

"  Mr.  Green,  the  bearer,  has  desired  nic  to  rcconiniciKl  him  -/l'"^  •'^• 

to  your  Lordship  to  be  continued  a  Coniinissioncr  of  l>ank-  tik-  prime 

rupts.      He  is  now  a  Fellow  of  Kind's  College  in  Canibridgo,  "'"""^'^■'•.''* 

J-  o  o  i^    '    aiii)lication 

was  clerk  to  Sir  Edward  Xorthey  for  ten  years, —  is  well  to  tia-  Lord 
known  to  Lord  Chief  Justice  linyniond  and  others  from  for'Tcmn-"^ 
whom  vou  mav  have  his  character.      Our  education  at  the  missiomr- 
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CHAP,     same  place  and  college,  entitles  him  to  my  good  wishes,  and 
'    is  the  occasion  and  excuse  for  my  giving  you  this  trouble, 
ship  of  "  I  am  very  truly, 

bankrupts.  «  J^J^  L^^d, 

"  Your  Lordship's  most 

*'  Faithful  humble  Servant, 

«  R.  Walpole." 

In  the  disposal  of  livings,  however,  I  suspect  that  for 
election  purposes  Sir  Robert  interfered  pretty  freely  —  with- 
out very  scrupulously  considering  the  merits  of  candidates. 
Here  is  a  specimen :  — 

"  My  Lord, 
*'  I  am  afraid  you  will  think  me  a  hackney  solicitor  about 
Church  preferments,  but  my  friends  will  make  me  the  canal 
to  your  Lordship's  favour,  which  must  plead  my  excuse.  I 
have  just  received  an  account  that  the  vicarage  of  Lestwithiel, 
in  Cornwall,  is  vacant.  My  son  being  now  chosen  for  that 
borough,  makes  my  troubling  your  Lordship  more  excusable, 
and  begging  that  you  will  not  be  engaged  for  this  vacancy 
till  I  receive  my  instructions  in  whose  behalf  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  receive  your  Lordship's  favour. 
"  I  am  very  truly, 

"  Your  Lordship's 

"  Most  faithful  humble  Servant, 

"  R.  Walpole." 

I  will  give  another  application  to  Lord  King  for  a  living 
—  from  the  head  of  my  clan  in  favour  of  a  poor  country- 
man. 

"  My  Lord, 
"  This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  your  Lordship  by  the 
young  man  I  had  the  honour  to  recommend  to  you.     He  has 
apiilication    bccu  lilthcrto  instructino;  the  good  people  of  England  for 

by  the  .  ...  oil  »  .' 

Duke  of       notldnf}  in    the   primitive   style,  but   now   giving   into    the 

Argyll  for     niodcrn  taste  of  proi^hcsying  for  money  and  having  at  present 

Scotchman,   nothing,  will    be   glad   to    liave  any  preferment,  from    the 

prelacy  of  Canterbury,  to  the  least  living  in  your  gift.     If 


Sept.  8. 
173S. 

Tiie  Prime 
Minister's 
application 
to  the  Lord 
Chancellor 
for  a  living 
in  the 
Church  to 
secure  a 
borough 
election. 


Dec.  15. 

1729. 
Similar 
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the  paths  of  his  brethren,  you  will  do  a  great  favour  to 
"  Your  most  faithful  and 

*'  Most  obedient  humble  Servant, 
"  Argyll  and  Greenwich." 

The  next  letter  shoAvs  that  in  those  days  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, both  in  England  and  Ireland,  was  enabled  to  conciliate 
the  goodwill  of  persons  of  the  highest  eminence  in  church  and 
state  by  a  lavish  distribution  of  stationery  at  the  public 
expense.  Thus  writes  the  Most  Reverend  Father  in  God, 
John  Lord  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  &c.  &c.  &c.,  to 
Lord  King :  — 

"  My  Lord, 
"  Ever  since  I  have  had  the  honour  of  being  acquainted  April  lo. 
with  Lord  Chancellors,  I  have  lived  in  England  and  Ireland  U^h     , 

o  _  The  Lord 

upon  Chancery  paper,  pens,  and  wax.  I  am  not  willing  to  Chancel- 
lose  an  old  advantageous  custom.  If  your  Lordship  hath  plvVf  pa- 
any  to  spare  me  by  my  servant,  you  will  oblige  per,  pens, 

-17-  1  1  1      CI  J  and  wax  to 

lour  very  humble  Servant,  the  digni- 

JOHN    Dublin."*    tarlesofthe 
Church. 

I  shall  add  one  letter  more,  showing  that  the  King  thought  Dinner  at 
the    surest   way  to  attach  the   citizens  of  London   to   his  f^^  the 
dynasty,  was  by  giving  them  a  good  dinner.     The  treaty  of  Lord 
Vienna  being  made  public,  whereby  Austria  and  Spain  had  citizens  of 
engao-ed    to    place    the   Pretender  on   the    throne  of  Great  ^-""^on 

wlieii  pre- 

Britain,   a  loyal  address   was    voted   by  the   Lord   Mayor,  senting  an 
Aldermen,  and  Common  Council  to  his  Majcsty,^ — ■  and    the  ^'^^''^^s. 
Secretary  of  State  sent  the  following  mandate  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor :  — 

"  My  Lord, 
"  The  King  liaving  ordered  a  dinner  to  be  i)rovidcd  at  J'"*"-  ^^^ 

.   .  1726-27. 

St.  James's  for  the  citizens  who  shall  accompany  the  address 
which  is  to  be  presented  to-morrow,  and  it  being  proper  that 

*  Very  different  from  the  economy  of  modern  times!  —  when  the  Attorney 
General,  dei)rived  of  his  salary  on  which  he  still  i)ays  the  land  tax,  is  ohliged 
f^ratuitoiisly  to  draw  pul)lic  acts  of  parliament  with  his  own  pens  and  ink  on 
his  own  paper,  heinj;  deprived  of  his  stationery  and  of  the  pecuniary  com- 
pensation for  some  time  suhstituted  for  it. 
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His  Majesty's  servants  should  dine  with  them,  which  they 
cannot  conveniently  do  in  case  the  House  of  Lords  should 
sit,  I  must  beg  your  Lordship  will  be  so  good  as  to  get  the 
House  adjourned  till  Wednesday  next.  I  am  with  the 
greatest  truth  and  respect, 
"  My  Lord, 

"  Your  Lordship's 

"  Most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

"  TOWNSHEND." 


Lord  King 
reforms 
abuses  in 
Court  of 
Chancery. 


I  have  now  only  to  consider  Lord  King  as  a  juridical 
reformer.  He  found  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  the  most 
deplorable  state  of  confusion.  The  old  usage  for  the  Lord 
Chancellor  on  taking  possession  of  his  office,  like  the  Roman 
i:  rhetor,  to  revise  the  procedure  by  issuing  a  new  set  of 
Orders  (or  an  Edict),  had  been  long  laid  aside,  and  abuses 
for  the  profit  of  the  practitioners,  the  officers,  and  the  Chan- 
cellor, had  been  greatly  multiplied  and  aggravated.  The 
most  crying  grievance  was  the  loss  which  many  suitors  had 
sustained  by  the  insolvency  of  the  Masters  in  Chancery,  who, 
to  indemnify  themselves  for  the  large  sums  paid  for  their 
places,  had  been  speculating  in  the  South  Sea  Bubble  with  the 
trust-money  in  their  hands.  Lord  King,  upon  his  appoint- 
ment, framed  various  regulations  to  enforce  those  lately 
issued  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Great  Seal  for  the 
puq)ose  of  compelling  the  Masters  to  do  justice  to  the  injured 
suitors.*  At  his  desire,  the  Lords  of  the  Regency  directed 
that  Mr.  Paxton,  the  Solicitor  to  the  Ti'casury,  should  prepare 
an  account  of  the  deficiency  of  the  Masters  to  be  laid  before 
the  Council,  and  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  were 
required  to  take  care  that  the  suitors  might  receive  satis- 
faction for  their  several  demands.  There  were  four  offices 
found  deficient  to  the  amount  of  82,301/.  195.  ll^rZ.,  the  wliole 
of  which  would  have  been  lost — to  the  utter  ruin  of  many 
families — the  loss  falling  particularly  on  widows  and  orphans, 
—  if  a  legislative  remedy  were  not  found.     In  the  first  place. 


Saunders's  Orders,  i.  506 — 537. 


General. 
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Lord  Macclesfield's   fine   of  30,000Z.   was  most  righteously     CHAP. 

applied  to  this  purpose,  and  the  remainder  was  made  up  by   ' 

an  expedient  too  often  resorted  to  in  Chancery  reform  —  by 
mulcting  future  innocent  suitors*:  a  tax  was  imposed  for 
thirty-two  years  on  writs  and  other  proceedings ;  and  on  the 
credit  of  this  the  requisite  sum  was  borrowed,  so  that  the 
suitors  who  had  been  robbed  were  all  fully  indemnified.  To 
check  the  like  abuses  in  time  to  come.  Lord  King,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  remodelled  Lord 
Macclesfield's  order,  forbidding  Masters  in  Chancery  any 
longer  to  make  any  use  of  suitors'  money  for  their  own 
advantage,  and  commanding  them  forthwith  to  pay  all  sums 
received  by  them  into  the  Bank  of  England,  f 

This  for  the  future  secured  the  principal  of  the  money,  EstabHsb- 
but  would  not  have  done  justice  to  the  suitors,  v/ hose  for-  ™^"*  ^^  ^'^® 
tunes  might  be  locked  up  many  years  in  the  course  of  ad-  Accountant 
ministration  or  pending  a  complicated  litigation.  A  plan  was 
therefore  devised,  whereby  interest  should  be  allowed  to  them 
in  the  meantime,  the  money  being  vested  in  public  securities 
in  the  name  of  a  new  officer,  acting  under  the  control  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  to  be  called  the  Accountant  General. 
This  was  carried  into  effect  by  two  acts  of  parliament,  the 
one  entitled,  "  An  Act  for  better  securing  the  Monies  and 
Effects  of  the  Suitors  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  | ; "  and  the 
other,  "  An  Act  for  the  Relief  of  the  High  Court  of  Chan- 
cery." §  "  Happy  had  it  been,"  says  Oldmixon,  "if  the  acts 
had  farther  relieved  the  suitors  in  that  Court,  by  regulating 
the  litigious,  tedious,  and  expensive  suits,  and  the  enormous 
extortions  of  hungry  solicitors,  and  the  vexatious  and  charge- 
able attendances  upon  IMasters,  which  render  even  a  Court 
of  Equity  in  too  many  instances  equally  ruinous  and  ter- 
rible." ||  But  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  further  improve- 
ment were  probably  then  insurmountable.  A  contcmporazy 
writer  says,  "  If  an  order  is  but  made  to  cut  off  a  burthcnsome 
expense,  to  shorten  the  old  lengths  for  the  benefit  of  suitors, 

*   Tlius,  la  1843,  on  the  abolition  of  the  Six  Clerks  office,  the   Commons  in- 
demnities were  directed  to  be  paid  by  heavy  fees. 

t   Sand.  Orders,  i.  514.  \   12  Geo.  1.  c.  32.  §    12  Geo.  1.  c.  33. 

II    Vol.  III.  784. 
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"  eery  Lane.     Malice   goes  to  work,  clamours,  outcries,  and 

oppositions  arise,  and  in  the  end  may  grow  worse  than  one 

Lord  man  perhaps  could  tell  how  to  deal  with."*     We  must  re- 

Kings         collect  that  not  only  the  Lord  Chancellor  himself,  but  that 

apology  for  .  •' 

not  doing  all  the  officcrs  in  the  Court  down  to  the  door-keepers,  were 
kgdrt-"^  chiefly  paid  by  fees;  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
form.  and  the  public  would  not  have  tolerated  a  proposal  to  pay 

them  by  fixed  salaries  out  of  the  public  revenue;  and 
that  the  fund  arising  from  unclaimed  sums  of  money, 
now  found  so  very  convenient  for  Chancery  improve- 
ments, was  then  in  embryo.  When  we  censure  those 
who  have  gone  before  us  for  inefficiency  in  law  reform,  we 
should  recollect  that  we  ourselves  have  never  solved  the 
problem  of  recompensing  professional  labour  without  the  test 
of  the  length  of  law  proceedings,  and  that  till  this  is  done 
all  attempts  to  check  prolixity  will  be  vain,  f  Under  the 
auspices  of  Lord  King  returns  were  obtained  of  all  fees  and 
emoluments  of  officers  in  Courts  of  Justice,  and  these  were 
referred  to  a  commission  that  their  legality  and  reasonableness 
might  be  thoroughly  scrutinised  in  order  to  their  being  regu- 
lated and  reformed.  But  the  report  of  the  Commissioners 
was  not  presented  till  after  his  death.  X  It  should  be  men- 
tioned to  Lord  King's  credit  that  he  made  several  attempts 
to  improve  the  practice  of  the  Court  respecting  applications 
to  rectify  the  minutes  of  decrees ;  respecting  apjjeals  from 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  respecting  petitions  for  rehear- 
ings  § ;  —  but  he  had  little  success  in  this  department,  and 
the  complaints  of  the  delays  and  expence  of  Chancery  pro- 
ceedings were  as  loud  as  at  any  former  period. 

*   History  of  Chancery,  &c.  1726,  12ino. 

f  A  striking  illustration  of  the  brevity  whicli  lawyers  could  attain,  there 
being  no  interest  to  be  verbose,  is  the  judgment  of  death  upon  a  felon,  which, 
as  there  was  no  fee  according  to  the  number  of  words  contained  in  it,  was  thus 
recorded  —  "  sus.  per  col." 

I  In  1730  an  act  was  passed  to  terminate  certain  disputes  respecting  the 
orders  and  decrees  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  —  confirming  them  subject  to  an 
appeal  to  the  Lord  Chancellor.  —  3  Geo.  2.  c.  30.  ;  Com.  Journ.  xxi.  565.  It 
was  not  thought  necessary  to  introduce  any  bill  to  forbid  the  sale  of  masterships 
in  Chancery,  this  being  considered  adjudged  in  Lord  Macclesfield's  case  to  be 
illegal,  though  constantly  practised. 

§   Sand.  Orders,  i.  506.  511,  521. 
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which,  while  he  held  the  Great  Seal,  he  at  last  accomplished.   ' 

From   very  ancient   times  the  written   pleadings,   both  in  improve- 
criminal  and  civil  suits,  were,  or  rather  professed  to  be,  in  the  ment  of 


written 


Latin  tongue,  and  while  the  jargon  employed  would  have  pleadings 
been  very  perplexing  to  a  Roman  of  the  Augustan  age,  it  'ifing  in 
was  wholly  unmtelligible  to  the  persons  whose  hie,  property,  stead  of 
and  fame  were  at  stake.  This  absurdity  had  been  corrected  l^^t'"- 
in  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth,  but,  along  with  many 
others  so  corrected,  had  been  re-introduced  at  the  Restoration, 
and  had  prevailed  durins;  five  succcedin":  reiQ;ns.  *  The  at-  Ja"-  i'-- 
tention  of  the  public  was  now  attracted  to  it  by  a  petition 
from  the  magistracy  of  the  North  Riding  of  the  county  of 
York,  representing  the  evils  of  the  old  law  language  being 
retained  in  legal  process  and  proceedings,  and  praying  for  the 
substitution  of  the  native  tongue.  The  bill,  by  the  Chan- 
cellor's direction,  was  introduced  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  it  passed  there  without  much  difficulty.  In  the  Lords 
it  was  fully  explained  and  ably  supported  by  the  Loi'd 
Chancellor,  but  it  experienced  considerable  opposition,  sc-  Ojiposition 
vcral  noble  lords  beinjT  jjreatlv  alarmed  at  such  an  innovation,  *'* '  '^'  '"^''' 
and  contending  that,  "  if  it  were  sanctioned,  our  records  would 
be  neglected,  and  the  true  knowledge  of  the  law  would  be  lost ; 
that  much  uncertainty  and  confusion  would  be  produced  by 
attempting  to  translate  the  well-established  Latin  forms  into 
English  ;  that  great  delays  would  arise  in  the  administration 
of  justice ;  that  a  wide  door  would  be  opened  to  fraud  ;  that 
prosecutions  for  crimes  would  be  rendered  more  difficult  and 
expensive ;  that  the  recovery  of  small  debts  would  become 
almost  impossible,  and  tliat  the  supposed  rcfcn'ni  would  mul- 
tiply law  suits  instead  of  bringing  ease  to  the  people."'  Lord 
Raymond,  tlie  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  r)encli,  speaking, 
I  presume,  the  sentiments  of  nil  his  brotlicr  Judges,  strongly 
opjiosed  tlie  measure — -availing  himself  of  the  weapons  of 
ridicule  as  well  as  of  reason,  and  saying,  "  that  if  the  bill 
passed,  the  law  might  likewise  l)e  translated  into  A\'eloli, 
since  many  in  AValcs  understood  not  English."'     The  Duke 

*   Sl'j  an  instaiu'o  of  it,  ante,  ]i.  .''.il>.,  wIktc   the  ((uestion   arose  whether  tlie 
word  "  iiiipressit  ''  couKl  properly  he  ll^ell  to  ineati  In-  printed. 

vor..  IV.  r  1' 
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CHAP,     of  Ar^yle,  after  a  general  defence  of  the  bill,  said  he  was  glad 

CXXVI.  OJ      '^  is  '     ^  o 
"    that  nothing    could  be  brought   forward  against  it  by  the 

Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  as  wise  and  learned  a 
Lord  as  ever  sat  in  that  House  —  beyond  a  joke.  —  Amidst 
heavy  forebodings  of  future  mischief  the  bill  passed,  and 
mankind  are  now  astonished  tliat  so  obvious  a  reform  should 
have  been  so  long  deferred.  * 
Lord^  Lord   Chancellor  King's  career,   most  honourable  if  not 

clinin<r  vcry  brilliant,  was  now  drawing  to  a  close.     His  fall  was  not 

health.  |jy  a,  revolution  in  the  state,  by  the  death  of  a  Sovereign, 
or  by  a  ministerial  crisis.  With  health  and  fitness  for  his 
office,  he  might  have  continued  to  hold  it  for  many  years. 
But,  after  a  long  and  arduous  struggle,  he  thought  it  would 
be  decent  and  becoming  that  he  should  voluntarily  resign. 
He  had  materially  injured  his  constitution  by  the  intense 
application  to  Avhich  he  began  to  submit  for  the  purpose  of 
qualifying  himself  as  an  Equity  Judge,  soon  after  he  re- 
ceived the  Great  Seal ;  and  his  supervening  illnesses  were 
aggravated  by  the  anxiety  and  mortification  to  which  he  was 
exposed  from  perceiving  that  he  did  not  enjoy  the  confidence 
of  the  bar,  as  he  had  done  Avhen  he  was  a  Common-law 
Judge.  As  early  as  November,  1727,  he  enters  in  his 
Journal  his  refusal  to  a  pressing  request  from  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  to  come  to  town,  from  Ockham,  to  attend  a 
cabinet :  "  To  this  I  returned  answer,  that  my  constant  and 
continued  application  to  the  business  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery had  brought  upon  mc  rhcumatical  and  sciatical  pains  ; 

*  4  Geo.  2.  c.  26.  ;  and  see  6  Geo.  2.  c.  14.,  allowing  technical  expressions, 
such  as  nisi  prius,  quarc  iwpcdit,  &c.,  still  to  be  used.  Blackstone  laments  the 
loss  of  the  old  law  Latin  (vol.  iii.  Com.  ;J22.);  and  I  have  licaid  the  late  Lord 
Ellenborough  from  the  bench  regret  the  change,  on  tiie  ground  that  it  has  had 
the  tendency  to  make  attorneys  illiterate.  Serjeant  Ileywood,  the  vindicator  of 
Fox,  seriously  acted  upon  Lord  Uayniond's  jest.  As  I  have  been  told  by  the 
counsel  who  were  present,  while  he  was  sitting  as  Ciiief  Justice  of  the  Caer- 
marthen  Circuit  on  a  trial  for  murder,  it  apperu^ed  tiiat  neither  the  prisoner  nor 
the  jury  understood  one  word  of  Engli^!l,  and  it  was  proposed  that  tiie  evidence 
and  tiie  charge  should  be  translated  into  Welch  ;  but  his  Lordshi])  said  that 
"  this  would  be  repealing  the  act  of  parliament,  which  requires  that  all  jnoceetl- 
ings  in  courts  of  justice  shall  he  in  the  English  tongue,  and  that  the  case  of  a 
trial  in  Wales,  the  prisoner  and  the  jury  not  understanding  English,  was  a  case 
not  provided  for,  although  it  had  been  pointed  out  by  that  griat  .ludgo.  Lord 
llaymond."  'J'lie  jury  very  iirojierly  brought  in  a  verdict  of  not  i/iii/li/, —  the 
evidence,  to  those  wlio  undersldod  it,  being  decisive  to  ])r()ve  that  the  prisoiicr 
hill  murdered  his  wif.-. 
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and  if  I  had  any  regard  to  myself  or  family,  I  must,  for     CHAP. 

remedy,  stay  three  or  four  days  in  the  country."     He  had  a  '_ 

very  able   and  experienced  Master  of  the  Kolls,   but   Sir 
Joseph  (piqued,  probably,  that  a  common  lawyer  should  have 
been  put  over  his  head),  instead  of  cordially  assisting  liim, 
kept  aloof  as  much   as  he  could,  and  sometimes  actually 
thwarted  him  in  the  framing  of  orders  respecting  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Court.*    He  made  extraordinary  exertions  to  clear 
off  arrears,  often  sitting  in  Court  to  a  late  hour ;  but  even  for 
these  exertions  he  was  censured.     The  author  of  a  pamphlet, 
then  published,  "  Upon  the  Abuses  of  the  Court  of  Chancery," 
bitterly  exclaimed,   "^  It  was  not  lawful  for  the  Praetor 
Urbanus  to  hear  causes  after  sunset ;  but  ours  we  see  post 
on  till  midnu/ht,  to  master  and  put  down  the  business  of  his 
Court."  t     This  complaint  of  late  sittings  appears  very  sulky 
and  capricious,  but  I  am  afraid  it  might  be  excused  by  what 
was  to  be  spied  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  the  latter  days 
of  Lord  Chancellor  King.     The  celebrated  Jeremy  Bentham,  Jeremy 
then  a  young  barrister,  in  a  letter  to  Cooksey,  tlie  author  of  a(.^ou|i^™,j- 
the   "  Lives  of   Lord   Somers  and  Lord  Hardwickc,"   has  the  Comt 
given,  from  his  own  observation,  a  very  lively  picture  of  the  i,j  th'e  b^t^^ 
manner  in   which   Equity   business   was  then   disposed   of:  «lays  of 
''  Lord  King  became  so  far  advanced  in  years  when  he  held  °' 

the  Seals  as  Chancellor,  that  he  often  dozed  over  his  causes 
when  upon  the  bench ;  a  circumstance  which  I  myself  well 
remember  was  the  case ;  but  it  was  no  prejudice  to  the 
suitors  ;  for  Sir  Philip  Yorkc  and  Mr.  Talbot  were  both  men 
of  such  good  principles  and  strict  integrity,  and  had  always 
so  good  an  understanding  with  one  another,  tluit,  altliough 
they  were  frequently,  and  almost  always,  concerned  for  opi)0- 
slte  parties  In  the  same  cause,  yet  the  merits  of  the  cause 
were  no  sooner  fully  stated  to  the  Court,  but  tliey  were  sen- 
sible on  which  side  the  right  lay  ;  and,  accordingly,  the  one 
or  the  other  of  these  two  sreat  men  took  occasion  to  state 


*  Diarv,  p.  19.  "  His  seerel.iry  (lelivered  nU'  a  letter  fion;  liini,  wlicrehy  lie 
declares  that  lie  will  jireveiit  as  much  as  he  can  the  usher  sul)niittiiii^  fi:  aiusucii 
bills." 

f    History  of  Chancery,  ivc,  172'),  I'.'nio. 


644 


REIGN   OF   GEORGE   II. 


CHAP. 
CXXVI, 

Lord  King 
struck  by 
paralysis. 

He  resigns 
the  Great 
Seal. 


Lord  King 
in  retire- 
ment. 


His  death. 


IIisl)urial. 


the  matter  briefly  to  his  Lordship,  and  instruct  the  Register 
in  what  manner  to  minute  the  heads  of  the  decree.  * 

At  last,  when  Lord  King  had  been  Chancellor  eight  years, 
—  from  the  exertions  he  made  beyond  his  strength,  he  was 
struck  by  a  paralytic  affection,  which  happily  left  him  con- 
scious of  the  propriety  of  his  retirement.  He  yielded  to  the 
necessity  with  decency  and  firmness,  and  intimated,  first  to 
the  minister,  and  then  to  his  Majesty,  his  determination  to 
resign.  Not  being  in  a  state  of  health  to  surrender  the  Great 
Seal  with  his  own  hand  at  St.  James's,  —  at  his  request 
George  IL  on  the  19th  of  November,  1733,  sent  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  his  house  to  receive  it,  bearing  warm  ac- 
knowledgments of  his  long  and  faithful  services. 

Having  delivered  up  the  bauble  with  little  regret,  the  Ex- 
chancellor  felt  that  he  was  now  completely  disabled  for  public 
life,  and  that  the  time  that  might  be  spared  to  him  was  to  be 
devoted  to  contemplation.  He  immediately  hastened  to  his 
favourite  retreat  at  Ockham,  and  having  a  mind  early  tinctured 
with  literature  and  devotion,  he  was  not  sorry  to  exchange 
tlie  distractions  of  business  for  the  resumption  of  his  theolo- 
gical studies  and  the  settlement  of  that  great  account  whicli  he 
was  about  to  render  of  his  thoughts  and  of  his  actions  in  this 
mortal  state.  He  seemed  to  rally  from  repose  and  the  pure 
air  of  the  country,  but  on  the  2 2d  of  July  in  the  following 
summer,  about  noon,  he  had  a  fresh  and  much  more  severe 
attack  of  his  disorder,  and,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  of 
the  same  day,  he  expired,  in  the  sixty-sixth  year  of  his  age. 

His  body  was  interred  in  the  parisli  church  at  Ockham, 
where  there  was  erected  a  most  splendid  and  tasteful  monu- 
ment to  his  memory  by  lloubillac — with  these  words  engraved 
on  an  urn  :  — 


*  Cooksey's  "  Somcrs,"  p.  GO.  When  business  is  divided  in  a  Court  between 
two  Treat  leaders  without  competitors,  justice  may  thus  l)e  substantially  admi- 
nistered, althouf^h  not  always  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  losing  party,  who  expects 
his  counsel  to  make  the  best  fijiht  he  can  in  return  for  his  fee.  TIk'  late  Chief 
Justice  Gibbs  told  me  that  when  he  led  the  Western  Circuit  against  Serjeant 
Lens,  they  kept  a  weak  .Judge  right.  '''J'hus,"  said  he,  "  1  once,  knowing  J  had 
no  case,  opened  a  nonsuit  before  my  l)rother  CJraham.  He  was  for  tleciding  in 
mv  favour;  but  I  Insisteil  on  being  nonsuited,  and  saved  my  client  tiie  exjience 
of  liavinjr  a  verdict  in  his  favour  set  aside." 
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"  Depositum  chap. 

PETRI  DOMINI  KING,  CXXVL 
Baronis  de  Ockham." 


And  the  following  inscription  on  a  tablet  underneath : 

"  He  was  born  in  the  City  of  Exeter,  of  worthy  and  substantial  parents,  His  epi- 

but  with  a  genius  superior  to  his  birth.  taph. 

By  his  industry,  prudence,  learning,  and  virtue, 
he  raised  himself  to  the  highest  character  and  reputation, 

and  to  the  highest  posts  and  dignities. 

He  applied  himself  to  his  studies  in  the  Middle  Temple, 

And  to  an  exact  and  complete  knowledge  in  all  i)arts  and  history  of  the  Law, 

added  the  most  extensive  learning.  Theological  and  Civil. 

He  was  chosen  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  tlie  year  1699 ; 

Recorder  of  the  City  of  London  in  the  year  1 708  ; 

Made  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas  in  1714,  on  the  accession  of  King 

George  I.  ; 

Created  Lord  Kino,  Bauon  of  Ockiiam, 

and  raised  to  the  post  and  dignity  of  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain, 

1725; 

under  the  laborious  fatigues  of  which  weighty  place, 

sinking  into  a  paralytic  disease,  hu  resigned  it  Nov^  19.  1733, 

And  died  July  22.  1734,  aged  65, 

A  Friend  to  true  Religion  and  Liberty," 

This  panegyric  is  modest  and  well  deserved.  The  voice  nis  cha- 
of  posterity  re-echoes  "  A  friend  to  true  religion  and  liberty ! "  '■'"^^'-''■• 
lie  was  not  celel)ratcd  for  his  eloquence ;  he  has  not  enriched 
our  literature  with  any  very  attractive  compositions  ;  and  lie 
did  not,  in  his  highest  elevation,  equal  the  expectation  tliat 
had  been  formed  of  lilm ;  but  he  was  a  most  learned,  en- 
lightened, and  upright  magistrate,  ever  devoted  to  the  con- 
scientious discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  station.  lie  rose 
from  obscurity  to  liigh  distinction  by  native  energy  and  self- 
reliance,  —  without  courting  the  favour  of  any  patron  or  of 
the  multitude  —  and  without  ever  incurring  the  suspicion  of 
a  dishonourable  or  mean  action.  If  lie  did  not  dazzle  by 
brilliant  qualities,  he  gained  universal  good  will  by  such  as 
Avere  estimable  and  amiable.  lie  himself  luiostentatlously 
ascribed  all  his  success  in  life  to  his  love  of  labour,  and  he 
took  for  his  motto,  "  Labor  I[)sc  voluptas,"' — upon  Avhich  I  fiud 
in  the  lilographlalirltannica,  the  following  paraphrase  by  one 
ol"  his  admirers : 

"  'Tis  not  the  splciulour  of  the  i)l.icc, 
'I'he  gihled  toacli,  tlie  purse,  tlie  maci'. 
Xor  all  the  pompous  strains  of  state, 
With  crowds  that  at  your  ifvce  wait. 
That  make  you  liappy,  uKike  you  great  : 
lint  whilst  niankiiul  you  strive  to  Ijless 
W  :th  all  the  talents  you  possess. 
T  T  3 
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CHAP.  Whilst  the  chief  joy  that  you  receivt-, 

CXXVI.  Arises  from  the  joy  you  give. 

Duty  and  taste  in  you  unite 

To  make  the  heavy  burden  light ; 
For  pleasure,  rightly  understood, 
Is  only  labour  to  be  good."  * 

I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  much  of  him  in  private 
society,  but  he  seems,  notwithstanding  his  addiction  to 
divinity  and  law,  to  have  had  no  inconsiderable  share  of 
humour,  and  he  must  have  been  a  most  determined  punster  if 
we  may  judge  from  the  following  epitaph,  which  he  wrote 
when  Chancellor,  upon  an  old  carpenter  of  the  name  of 
Spong,  and  which  is  still  to  be  read  on  a  square  granite 
grave-stone  covering  this  "  plane  "  man's  remains  in  Ockham 
church-yard : 

Lines  bv  "  ^^''''^  many  a  sturdy  oak  had  laid  along, 

him  on  an  Fell'd  by  Death's  surer  hatchet,  here  lies  Spong. 

old  car-  Posts  oft  he  made,  yet  ne'er  a  place  could  get, 

nenter  And  liv'd  by  railing,  tho'  he  was  no  wit. 

Old  saws  he  had,  although  no  antiquarian, 

And  sti/les  corrected,  yet  was  no  grammarian. 

Long  liv'd  he  Ockham's  premier  architect ; 

And  lasting  as  his  fame  a  toml)  t'crect. 

In  vain  we  seek  an  artist  such  as  he, 

Wliose  pales  and  gates  were  for  eternity. 

So  here  he  rests  from  all  life's  toils  and  foHies, 

O  spare  awhile,  kind  Heaven,  his  fellow-labourer,  IIollis."f 

His  de-  Lord  King,  as  I  have  before  stated,  was  married  early  in 

scendaiits.  jjf^,^  ,^j^^|  \^q  continued  to  live  with  the  object  of  his  affections 
to  the  day  of  his  death  in  perfect  harmony  and  ha])piness. 
By  her  he  left  four  sons,  three  of  whom  successively  inherited 
his  honourable  title  and  ample  estate.  Though  all  well- 
behaved,  none  of  them  appear  to  have  in  any  way  gained 
much  renown.  The  eldest,  for  dabbling  in  poetry,  is  grouped 
in  the  Dunciad  with  other  dull  sons  of  distinguished  sires  : 

•  When  Lord  King  was  about  to  be  raided  to  the  peerage,  a  gentleman  of 
tlic  name  of  Whatley  sent  him  a  long  dissertation  en  "  Mottoes,''  warning 
him  against  a  punning  or  "canting"  one,  as  "A  Kege  pro  Rege,"  and  sub- 
mitting three  for  liis  clioice  :  "  Lst  Modus  in  Helms,"  "  Discite  Jnstitiam," 
and  "  \'incit  Ratio."  This  is  preserved  among  the  "  Somers'  'I'racts,"  edited 
In   Sir  Wahcr  Scott. 

f  Hollis  was  bricklayer  to  the  family,  as  ^I'ong  had  been  car[)entcr. — Gcitl. 
MiKj.  vol.  Ixx.  p.  1 1;3. 
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"  Great  C**,  H**,  P**,  II**,  K"*,  CHAP. 

Why  all  your  toils  ?  your  sons  have  learned  to  sing  ;  CXX  VI. 

How  quick  ambition  hastes  to  ridicule  !  

The  sire  is  made  a  peer,  the  son  a  fool." 

But  in  another  generation  the  talent  of  the  founder  of  the 
family  again  broke  out  with  fresh  lustre.  The  late  Lord 
King,  so  eminent  for  wit,  eloquence,  and  every  great  and 
amiable  quality,  was  the  grandson  of  the  youngest  of  the 
four  brothers.  The  Chancellor  is  now  represented  in  the 
direct  male  line  by  the  Earl  of  Lovelace,  whom  I  rejoice  to 
see  deservedly  raised  in  the  peerage,  but  whom,  from  my 
regard  for  the  memory  of  old  Sir  Peter,  I  should  have  been 
still  better  pleased  to  have  hailed  as  "  Earl  King."* 

•    Grandeur  of  the  Law,  p.  114. 
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LIFE   OF   LOIID   CHANCELLOR   TALBOT    FROM   HIS   BIRTH   TU.L   HE 
KECErVED  THE   GREAT   SEAL. 


CHAP. 

cxxvir. 

New  era 
under  the 
House  of 
Hanover. 


Talbot's 
familv. 


His  father. 


We  have  now  bid  a  final  adieu  to  the  stirring  times  of 
WiUiam  III.  and  of  Anne,  in  which  the  six  last  preceding 
Chancellors  played  a  distinguished  part.  Those  who  are  to 
follow  did  not  enter  public  life  till  the  House  of  Hanover 
was  securely  on  the  throne ;  and,  without  being  engaged  in 
revolutionary  intrigueSj  they  rose  to  high  office  merely  by 
professional  eminence.  The  Georgian  period  of  English 
history,  to  which  we  are  to  be  confined,  Avas  comparatively 
tranquil ;  but  it  presents  us  with  great  men  at  the  head  of  the 
law,  who  would  have  been  capable  of  guiding  the  destinies  of 
the  nation  under  any  circumstances,  however  arduous.  The 
first  of  these  was  praised  in  a  more  vehement  and  less  quali- 
fied manner  than  almost  any  one  wlio  ever  held  the  office  of 
Lord  Chancellor.  Historians  and  poets  were  equally  eager 
to  celebrate  his  good  qualities.  But  this  arose  in  part  from 
the  sympathy  excited  by  his  fate,  fur  he  Avas  only  shown  as 
a  Judjre  to  excite  the  admiration  of  mankind,  when  he  was 
snatched  away  to  an  early  tomb. 

Charles  Talbot  sprang  from  a  very  ancient  and  illus- 
trious family,  which  has  produced  a  great  number  of  distin- 
o-ulshed  warriors  and  statesmen, — ha\Ing  for  his  ancestor 
the  companion  of  Henry  A^,  wlio,  after  the  death  of  that 
monarch,  so  heroically  sustained  the  Interest  and  glory  of  the 
English  name  in  France,  lie  was  of  a  younger  branch  of  the 
Talbots  —  settled  first  at  Grafton,  and  then  at  Salwarp,  in 
AV'orccstershlre.*  His  father,  a  younger  brother,  went  into 
the  church,  and  displaying  learning  and  liberality  of  sentiment, 
was  successively  Dean  of  AVorccster  and  Bishop  of  Oxford,  of 
Sidisburv,  and  of  Durliam.      The  Earl   of    Shrewsbury,  the 


•    This   braiicli   was  (kscoiuiecl  from    .Sir   Gilljt'rt   Talbot^   third  son  of  John 
second  Earl  of  Shrewsbury. 
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early  friend  of  Lord   Somers, — head  of   the  house  at  the     CHAP. 

.       .  .  CXXVII. 

close  of  the   seventeenth   and    beginning  of  the  eighteenth         ^ 

century, — who  took  a  leading  part  in  two  revolutions, — in 
bringing  in  King  William,  and  bringing  in  King  George,  —  no 
doubt  assisted  the  merits  of  his  kinsman  in  procuring  these 
promotions.  Bishop  Talbot  was,  as  might  be  supposed,  a 
zealous  Whig.  From  him  was  inherited  the  eloquence  in 
debate  which  distinguished  his  son.  He  seems  to  have  had 
considerable  weight  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Burnet  particu- 
larly celebrates  his  speech  in  favour  of  the  Union  with 
Scotland,  and  his  speech  against  Dr.  Sacheverell.*  On  this 
last  occasion  he  boldly  denied  that  the  Church  condemned 
resistance  in  cases  of  extreme  tyranny,  and  he  relied  upon  the 
instance  of  the  Jews  who,  under  the  brave  family  of  the 
Maccabees,  revolted  against  Antiochus,  and  formed  themselves 
into  a  free  and  independent  government.  "  Our  homilies," 
he  said,  "  only  condemn  wilful  rebellion  against  our  Kings 
wiiile  they  are  governing  hg  laicy  These  sentiments  he  in- 
stilled into  the  minds  of  his  descendants,  who,  steadily  defend- 
ing the  just  jircrogatlves  of  the  Crown  established  for  the 
good  of  the  people,  were  zealous  friends  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty. 

The  Bishop,  by  his  wife  Catherine,  daughter  of  Alder-  iiis  birtii. 
man  King,  of  London,  had  eight  sons.  Of  these,  the  eldest, 
the  subject  of  this  memoir,  was  born  in  the  year  1684,  while 
his  father  was  only  a  country  parson.  I  have  not  discovered 
any  thing  respecting  his  school  education,  and  there  seems 
reason  to  think  that  he  continued  under  private  tuition  till  he 
was  sent  to  the  university.  The  diligent  habits,  and  taste 
for  |)olite  literature,  which  afterwards  distinguished  him,  he 
must  have  contracted  at  an  early  age.  In  ]\lichachnas  Term,  At  Oxford. 
1701,  he  was  entered  a  gentleman  commoner,  at  Oriel  Ct)l- 
Icge,  Oxford,  where  his  father  likewise  had  been  educated. 
Learning  had  then  fallen  to  a  low  ebb  in  tliis  once  famous 
university, — Jacobite  i)olitics  ])cing  the  chief  business  of  the 
pliu'c, — and  hard  drinking  its  chief  reereatie)n: 

"  Ni)\v  Isis'  cldurs  ix't'I,  tlic'ir  iHipils  s]n)it, 
Aiul  Aliii.i  INIatLT  lies  (lissolv'il  in  [loit." 

•    \\)1.  iv.    17(;.  'J8(>. 
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CHAP.  Luckily  for  young  Talbot,  he  was  generally  regarded  with 
CXXVII.  ^  g^j,^  ^£  horror  as  the  son  of  a  Whig  Bishop,  who  had  op- 
posed  the  "  Bill  against  Occasional  Conformity,"  and  he  was 
excluded  from  the  coteries,  where  measures  were  debated  to 
put  down  Dissenters  along  with  Low  Church  divines,  if 
possible,  more  odious, — and  to  atone  for  the  national  sin  of  the 
Revolution  (in  which  the  church  had  for  a  short  time  been 
implicated),  by  re-establishing  the  doctrine  of  divine  right, 
and  by  recalling  the  true  heir  to  the  throne.  Our  banished 
student  consoled  himself  with  the  Orations  of  Cicero  and 
Demosthenes,  and  he  surreptitiously  got  possession  of  a  copy 
of  the  works  of  John  Locke,  Avhich,  carefully  concealing 
from  his  tutor,  he  pored  over  late  at  night,  in  his  bed-cham- 
ber, where  he  thought  he  was  in  no  danger  of  a  visit  from  the 
proctors.  Now,  likewise,  he  most  usefully  devoted  much  of 
his  time  to  the  study  of  the  Roman  Civil  Law, — which  was 
probably  the  secret  of  his  afterwards  turning  out  so  skilful  a 
jurist,  and  such  an  admirable  Judge.  Being  impatient  to 
breathe  in  a  freer  atmosphere,  he  claimed,  under  the  statutes 
of  the  university,  an  honorary  degree  as  the  son  of  a  Bishop, 
before  the  ordinary  time  for  his  graduating  had  arrived ;  and 
it  was  found  that  notwithstanding  the  loose  opinions  which 
he  was  supposed  to  have  inherited  from  his  father,  this  could 
not  be  refused  to  him,  for  he  had  been  remarkably  regular 
in  his  attendance  at  chapel  and  at  lectures,  and  no  breach 
of  academical  discipline  could  be  imputed  to  him.  He 
proceeded  B.  A.  in  Trinity  Term,  1704.  Forthwith  he  left 
the  university  —  with  the  highest  recantation  for  his  accom- 
plishments ;  and  his  manners  were  so  agreeable,  that  in  the 
following  year,  although  known  to  be  a  Whig,  and  what 
]\ll()w  of  might  be  equally  alarming,  known  to  be  more  than  "  medi- 
Aii  Souls,    ocriter  doctus^''  he  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  All  Souls.  * 

He  spent  two  or  three  years  very  agreeably,  having  his  col- 
lege for  his  head  quarters, —  not  yet  determined  on  a  profes- 
sion, and  with  a  strong  inclination  for  tlic  easy  life  he  might 
expect  to  enjoy  in  the  church.     But  he  grew  more  and  more 

*  By  the  statutes  of  tliis  college,  those  to  l)e  elected  Tellows  are  required  to 
be  "bene  nati,  bene  vcstlti,  et  mcdiocriter  docti;"  hut,  in  modern  tunes,  the 
fellows  have  often  been  disthiguished  for  their  learning,  as  well  as  their  social 
qualities. 
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sick  of  the  monotony  of  Oxford,  and  falling  into  the  com-     chap. 
pany  of  Lord  Chancellor  Cowper,  that  discerning  man  soon      ^  ^un- 
discovered his  extraordinary  talents  and  fitness  for  public  life, 
and  advised  him  to  study  the  law.    Accordingly  on  the  "  28th  He  is 
of  June,  1707,  Charles  Talbott,  Esq.,  son  and  heir  apparent  'illl^fjj 
of  William  Lord  Bishop  of  Oxford,  was  admitted  of   the  Tempk-. 
Honourable  Society  of  the  Inner  Temple  *,"  and  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  chambers. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  authentic  account  of 
him  while  he  remained  in  statu  pupillari  there.  He  must 
have  been  exposed  to  the  disadvantage  of  a  comfortable 
home  at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  while  his  father  was  attend- 
ing parliament,  and  to  the  danger  of  easy  access  to  fashion- 
able society  —  more  formidable  to  a  law  student  than  penury 
and  friendlessness.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  he  had  a  power- 
ful stimulus  to  exertion  and  perseverance  in  recollecting  that 
his  father  had  such  a  numerous  family,  and  that  a  finished 
education  was  all  the  patrimony  he  had  to  expect,  f 

From  extraordinary  proficiency  in  his  studies,  or  from  fa-   iieiscalltd 
mily  interest,   the  period   of  his  studentship  was  abridged.   *°  ^'"^  ^'^"■• 
According  to  the  rules  then  subsisting  in  the  Inns  of  Court, 
he  could  not  be  called  to  the  bar  till  he  was  of  seven  years 
standing,  and  had  kept  sixteen  terms,   but  on  the  11th  of 
February,  1711,  he  had  "  a  call  of  grace."  | 

*   Admission  Book,  1G93— 1707. 

t  Instead  of  inheriting  large  possessions  from  his  father,  he  is  said  afterwards 
to  have  contributed  generously  to  pay  his  father's  debts  ;  who,  in  princely  mag- 
nificence, spent  more  than  his  princely  revenue  at  Durham. 

\  "  '  Interius  Templum  1  I'arHamentu 

Ricus  Webb.  Anniger.     I  *':"*'"  undecimo 
„„  .       .,  die  rebruarij 

Ihesauranus  ibm.  J  ^„„^  ^^^^    l-,0 

"  At  this  Parliament,  AP  Charles  Talbott  is  called  to  the  Bar,  and  to  he  utter 
Banister  of  this  Society." 

Tlie  lidlowing  entries  likewise  appear  in  the  books  of  the  Inner  Temple  re- 
specting Lord  Cliancellor  Talbot. 

Parliament,  tentum 
Sexto  die  INIaij 
Anno  Dom.   1720'. 

"  At  this  Parliament,  Charles  Talbot,  Esq%  his  3I:ijesties  Soil  General,  is 
called  to  the  Bench." 

'"Bench  table,.'}  Feb.  1710.-11. — "Ordered  that  notice  be  given  to  the 
."Masters  of  the  Bencli,  tiiat  a  call  to  the  Barr  will  be  proposed  at  tlie  'lable  on 
l-"ri(lay  next.  And  it  is  also  ordered  that  Mr.  Chaiks  Talbot,  eldest  son  of  the 
liishop  of  Oxford,  be  i)ut  into  the  paper  in  order  for  such  call." 


Interius  Templnm  "1 

Nathan'  IManlovc,  .\r.       I 
Tliesaurar.  ibm.  J 
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During  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne  he  seems  to  have  ab- 
stained from  politics,  and  to  have  devoted  liimself  entirely  to 
his  profession.  His  success  was  rapid  and  steady.  He  went 
the  Oxford  circuit,  where  he  got  into  good  practice,  but  he 
chiefly  flourished  in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  who,  early  in  their  professional  career,  confined 
themselves  to  the  sittings  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  which, 
since  the  abolition  of  the  Star  Chamber,  were  held,  during 
the  seasons  of  business,  every  morning,  and  in  the  afternoons 
of  Wednesdays  and  Fridays, — and  to  the  sittings  of  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls,  held  in  the  afternoons  of  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  and 
Thursdays.  But  he  had  laid  a  solid  foundation  of  common 
law,  and  continued  to  go  the  circuit  till  he  was  appointed 
Solicitor  General  to  the  King.  An  equity  draughtsman's 
office  was  not  thought  a  sufficient  school  for  Chancellors  till 
a  century  afterwards. 

On  the  accession  of  George  I.,  his  father  succeeded  the 
famous  Gilbert  Burnet  as  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  and  at  the 
general  election,  which  soon  followed,  he  was  himself  re- 
turned to  the  House  of  Commons  as  member  for  Tregony. 
His  name  is  hardly  ever  mentioned  in  the  printed  debates, 
but  it  is  quite  certain  that  he  spoke  frequently  and  well ; 
and  such  a  position  had  he  established  for  himself,  although 
a  lawyer,  that  he  was  selected  to  second  the  nomination  of 
Spencer  Compton  as  Speaker.  The  seconder  seems  to  have 
made  the  best  speech  on  that  occasion.     Although  tlic  mover 


Interius  Templum 
Nath'  Manlove  Arm. 
Thesaurarius  ibm. 


}Parliamentum  tentuin 
decimo  nono  die 
Novemljris  Anno 
Dom.  172G. 


"  At  this  Parliament,  it  is  ordered  that  Charles  Talbot,  Esq'',  his  ^fajcsty's 
Soliicitor  General,  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  Bench  of  this  Society,  he  and  is 
liereby  unanimously  elected  Treasurer  for  the  year  ensuing." 

"  Intius  Templum  I  Parliamentum  tcntum 

Carolus  Talbot,  Ar.  I  undeeimo  die 

Soil  Genal  Dni  R^  |  l-Vbruarij  Anno  Dom 

Thesaurarius  il)m.  J  1  '-^'• 

"  At  this  Parliament,  Charles  Tallwt,  Enf.,  his  INIajestlcs  Soliicitor  Ciencral, 
Trearer  of  tliis  Society,  is  cliosen  Reader  for  tlie  next  Lent  Vacation  (in  the 
roonie  of  Richard  West,  Es(l^  late  Lord_C'liancellor  of  Ireland,  and  one  of  the 
blasters  of  the  Bench  of  this  Society,  deced)." 
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was  the  celelirated  Philip  Earl  of  Chesterfield,  then  Lord     chap. 

•  •  l^\^  WTT 

Stanhope,  he  seems  to  have  said  little  more  than,  "  consider- 
ing the  present  circumstances  of  the  times,  and  the  many  q 
important  affairs  that  seemed  urgent  to  come  before  the  '722. 
House,  the  House  ought,  in  this  first  step,  to  give  his  Ma-  motfon^for 
jesty  and  the  whole  nation  convincing  proofs  of  their  firm  election  of 
adherence  to  our  present  happy  establishment,  by  choosing  '"^^ 
for  their  Speaker  a  person  of  unshaken  fidelity  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  of  undoubted  zeal  for  the  Protestant  succession." 
But,  according  to  the  slight  sketch  we  have  of  Talbot's  ora- 
tion, after  congratulating  the  House  on  the  numerous  attend- 
ance, which  he  hailed  as  an  earnest  of  public  spirit  in  the 
new  parliament,  he  said,  "  he  hoped  every  gentleman  came 
there  resolved  to  support  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  the  just 
rights  of  the  Crown,  and  our  present  happy  establishment  in 
church  and  state :  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  a  more 
striking  proof  of  these  laudable  feelings  than  by  placing  in 
the  chair  the  honourable  person  named,  wlio  had  been  ever 
distinguished  for  his  love  of  freedom  and  his  unalterable 
adherence  to  a  jjovernmcnt  framed  for  the  n;ood  of  the 
people.  If  there  be  any  enemies  to  our  peace  who  have  en- 
tertained imaginary  hopes  that  the  people  of  this  kingdom 
are  inclined  to  exchange  Protestant  for  Popish  rule,  let 
us  show,  by  the  known  character  of  the  person  we  place  at 
our  head,  what  is  to  be  expected  from  this  House  of  Com- 
mons." He  then  goes  on  to  give  the  form,  which  has  been 
followed  ever  since  on  such  occasions  ; — to  enumerate  all  tlie 
qnallfications  of  a  perfect  Speaker  ;  and  to  assert  that  tliey 
arc  all  concentrated  in  the  individual  whom  it  is  proposed  to 
call  to  the  chair.* 

In  1717  a  feather  was  put  into  Talbot's  cap  by  appointing  Solicitor 
him  Solicitor  General  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  ;  but  he  had  ti'c'princc 
been  eleven  years  in  parliament  before  he  had  any  valuable  of  Wales, 
pi-ofesslonal  advancement.      Lord  Chancellor  Macclesfield  en- 
tertained a  ])re)udice  against  lilni,  or,  at  any  rate,  sacrificed 
lilni  to  the  indulgence  of  his  excessive  ])artlality  for   a   fa- 
vourite—  certainly    a    very    deserving    one — -Philip   Yoi'ke, 

*   S   Pari.    Hist.  2'2. 
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who  was  made  Solicitor  General  while  almost  a  boy.  Talbot 
having  resented  this  promotion,  incurred  the  decided  dis- 
pleasure of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  was  passed  over  on  the 
next  move  in  the  law,  which  took  place  on  the  elevation  of 
Sir  Robert  Raymond  to  be  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's 
Bench. 

At  last,  after  the  fall  of  Lord  Macclesfield,  Lord  King, 
the  new  Chancellor,  expressed  himself  sensible  of  the  in- 
justice hitherto  done  to  Mr.  Talbot,  who  had  continued  to 
enjoy  high  distinction  both  in  liis  profession  and  in  parlia- 
ment ;  and  on  the  sudden  death  of  Sir  Clement  Wearg,  al- 
though a  strong  effort  was  made  in  favour  of  Sir  John 
Willes,  Mr.  Talbot  was  appointed  to  succeed  him  as  Solicitor 
General  to  the  King.  He  escaped  knighthood,  and  con- 
tinued Charles  Talbot,  Esquire,  till  made  Lord  Chancellor 
and  a  Peer.  He  had  some  time  before  been  returned 
member  of  parliament  for  the  city  of  Durham,  where  his 
father  was  now  Prince-Bishop.  On  his  promotion  he  va- 
cated his  seat  under  the  recent  act  of  parliament,  but  he  was 
re-elected  without  opposition.* 


*  Talbot  remaining  a  member  of  the  Inner  Temple,  had  for  tlie  convenience 
of  occupying  chambers  in  Lincoln's  Inn  been  admitted  of  that  Society,  and  was 
now  made  a  bencher  and  treasurer.  The  following  entries  respecting  him  ap- 
pear in  our  books : 

"  London  fF.  Carol  us  Talbot  de  Interior!  Templo  London  Armiger  admissus 
est  in  Societatem  hujus  Hospicij  tricesimo  primo  die  Januarij  anno  regni 
Dni  nri  Georgij  Dei  Gra  Magne  Britanie  Franc  et  Ilibnic  Regis 
quinto.  Annoq.  Uni  1718.     Et  solvit  ad  usum  Hospicij  p''d.  £iij  iijs.  iiij(/." 

"  At  a  Council  held  the  10*''  day  of  December,  1722. 
"  Upon  the  nomination  in  writing  of  S''  John  Williams  and  S''  Edward  Gould, 
Kn*,  touching  a  certain  chamber  situate  in  Series  Court,  Lincolnes  Inne,  &c. 
to  Charles  Talbot,  of  Lincolnes  Inne,  aforesaid.  Esq'''-'.  It  is  ordered  that  the 
said  IM"'  Talbot  be  admitted  to  y*-"  said  Chamber,  he  first  paying  the  fine  of  ten 
pounds  to  y"^  Treasurer  of  This  Society,  and  the  usual  fFees  to  the  Officers  of  y'-' 
House,  and  all  arrears  due  on  y''  said  chamber." 

"  At  a  Council  held  the  27'"  day  of  April,  1  72fi. 
"  Ordered  that  Charles  Talbott,  Esq""*-',   his  Majesty's   Soil''  General),  be  in- 
vited to  the  Bench  of  this  Society ;  and  that  M''  Willes,  and  iVI''  Ilungerford,  do 
waite  upon  liim  and  acquaint  him  therewith." 

"  At  a  Council  held  tlie  11*"  day  of  :May,  1726. 
"  Upon  the  report  of  ]M''  Willes  and  M''  Ilungerford,  two  of  the  Musters  of  the 
Bencli  of  this  Society,  who  were  by  Order  of  Councill  of  )^"  27"'  of  April 
last  desired  to  attentl  ISl'  Sollicitor  Genenill  with  an  Invitation  to  tlic  Bencli, 
'That  they  had  attended  the  said  M''  Soil""  (ieneralj,  who  accei)ted  of  the  said  In- 
vitation.'—  Ordered,  tliat   y''  said   M'  Sollicitor  Gencrall   be  called  to  the  Brncli 
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Notwithstanding   former  jealousies,   a   perfect   friendship      CHAP. 

was  now  established  between  him  and  his  colleague,  and   ' 

seldom  has  the  Crown  of  England  had  such  law  officers, —  April  22. 
Sir  Philip  Yorke  being  Attorney  General,  while  Talbot  was  V!?'^- 
Solicitor.  They  continued  to  serve  together  cordially,  zeal-  operation 
ously,  and  honourably,  for  above  six  years.  Sir  Robert  yorj^^'^^,,^' 
Walpole  was  sensible  of  their  great  value,  and  on  the  death  Attorney 
of  George  I.,  as  soon  as  he  found  that  his  own  power  was  to  '^"'"'^^ ' 
continue,  took  care  that  their  patents  should  be  renewed. 

The  members  of  the  government,  for  a  long  while,  had 
easy  work  in  the  House  of  Commons,  for,  as  yet,  there  was 
no  organised  opposition,  and  a  session  would  go  off  with  a 
tame  discussion  on  Spanish  intrigues,  or  a  complaint  about 
publishing  proceedings  in  parliament. 

Sir  Robert,   at  last,  brought  forward  his  famous   Excise   Sir  R. 
Scheme*,  and  although  the  measure  is  noAV  allowed  to  have   j^^x^c's"/^ 
been  highly  favourable  to  free  trade,  and  avcII  calculated  to  sdumc. 
improve  the  revenue,   and  to  lessen  the  weight  of  taxation, 
such  was  the  clamour  against  it,  that  it  had  nearly  caused 
a  change  of  administration.     During  this  crisis,  the  minister 
was  nobly  supported  by  tlie  Solicitor  General,  who  was  not 
a  mere   equity  practitioner,   but   an   cnliglitcncd  statesman, 
capable  of  understanding  and  discussing    any   question   on 
wlilch  the  safety  or  prosperity  of  the  country  might  depend. 
In  answer  to  the  minister's  most  masterly  statement  of  his   Talbot's 
plan,   Sir  John  Barnard,  Pidteney,  and  Sir  William  AVynd-   ^P'^'^'' ' '" 
ham  having  attacked,    and  misrepresented    it,    Talbot   gal-  of  it. 
lantly  rose,  and  having  first  shown  that  instead  of  being  a 
"  General  Excise,"  it  was  merely  an  alteration  of  the  mode  of 
levying  tlie  tax  on  tobacco  and  wine,  to  iaciHtate  conuncrce 


of  this  Sofiety,  and  tliat  hu  i)C  ijublislied  at  the  next  Exercise  in  the  Ilall,  first 
paying  all  iiis  arrears  of  duties  to  this  Society." 

"  At  a  Council  held  the  27"'  day  of  .July,  1  72G. 
'•  Ordered,  that  Charles  Talbot,   Escj"'^-,   his   ]\Iajestie,   Sollicitor   General!,   he 
I'reasnrer  of  this  Soeiety  for  the  remaining;   ])art   of  tliis   yeare,   in   the   place   of 
John   IJrowne,  l>s(('',  wlio  hath  lately  resigned  his  place  of 'I'reasurer." 

"  At  a  Council  there  held  tiie  '_"  "'  day  of  Xos"",  1  7 '_'';. 
"  Oi-deved.  thai   IM''  Sollicitor  (ienerall  l)e   Master  of  the  Lil)vary  for  the   year 
ensiling." 

In  till-,  instance,  lie  \ii'l.ite<l  and  proved  llie  wisdom  of  his  maxim,  "  ((uii-ta 
iiMii   1iii;v(   1  ..  " 
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in  these  commodities,  by  requiring  the  tax  to  be  paid  when 
they  were  to  be  used,  instead  of  when  they  were  imported ; 
he  proved  that,  by  the  operation  of  the  bill,  infinite  frauds 
would  be  prevented,  the  fair  dealer  would  be  protected, 
prices  would  be  reduced,  consumption  would  be  doubled, 
and  the  revenue  would  be  proportionably  improved,  so  that 
the  land  tax  might  be  entirely  remitted.  He  further  argued, 
that  by  the  extension  of  the  same  system,  all  the  ports  in 
Great  Britain  might  be  made  free  ports,  and  our  trade  and 
our  wealth  might  be  infinitely  increased.  —  The  legal  pro- 
fession shone  much  in  this  debate,  for  the  measure  was  like- 
wise ably  defended  by  the  Attorney  General,  and  by  Sir 
Joseph  Jekyll,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls.  It  was  carried 
through  the  first  stage  by  266  to  205 ;  but  this  majority 
dwindled  away  on  subsequent  divisions,  and  the  opposition 
to  it  was  so  tremendous  out  of  doors,  that  it  Avas  abandoned, 
— to  the  great  joy  and  loss  of  the  nation.*  The  session  was 
as  soon  as  possible  closed  by  a  prorogation,  and  Talbot  never 
again  appeared  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Before  par- 
liament reassembled,  there  were  very  important  changes,  by 
which  he  was  removed  to  another  scene  of  action. 

In  the  Life  of  Lord  King,  I  have  related  how,  in  his 
declining  days,  Talbot  and  Yorkc,  who  led  against  each 
other  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  amicably  settled  between 
them  the  decrees  and  orders  to  be  pronounced  by  the  Chan- 
cellor, but  that  in  November,  1733,  this  mode  of  dis- 
posing of  the  business  came  to  an  end.  It  so  happened 
that  a  little  time  before  Lord  King's  resignation,  Lord 
Raymond,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  sud- 
denly died,  and  no  successor  to  him  being  yet  appointed, 
the  highest  equity  Judgeship,  and  the  highest  common  law 
Judgeship,  were  vacant  at  the  same  time.  "  Although  Sir 
Philip  Yorkc,  then  Attorney  General,  was  considered  as 
such  to  be  entitled  to  the  Seals  in  preference  to  jSIr.  Talbot, 
yet  the  latter,  having  confined  himself  very  early  to  the 
practice  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  not  having  been 
much  conversant  with  the  practice  of  the  Common  Law,  he 


8  Pari.  Hist.    1 'Jf;S—ll5'28.  ;   9  Tarl.  Hist.   1— IS.  ;    Coxe's  Walp. 
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thoue-ht  himself  not  sufficiently  qualified  to  preside  in  the     CHAP. 

...                        CXXVII. 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  on  which  account  Sir  Philip  Yorke,    ' 

being  equally  competent  to  preside  either  in  that  Court  or 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  it  was  agreed  between  them  that 
Sir  Philip  should  waive  his  pretensions  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Talbot ;  and  the  King  and  the  ministry  so  well  approved  of 
it,  that  it  was  settled  among  them  that  Sir  Philip  Yorke 
should  have  the  place  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench, 
and  should  have  2000Z.  a  year  added  to  his  salary  as  Chief 
Justice,  which,  however,  Sir  Philip,  to  his  honour,  refused 
to  accept,  without  its  being  made  permanent  to  the  office  of 
Chief  Justice  of  that  Court,  by  being  secured  to  his  suc- 
cessors ;  and  upon  these  terms  the  Seals  were  delivered  to 
Ml'.  Talbot.  In  consequence  of  which  Sir  Philip  was  created 
Lord  Hardwicke,  and  Mr.  Talbot  Lord  Talbot."  * 

I  have  thouo;ht  it  right  to  state  this  transaction  in  the  very   Conjecture 

.  as  to  the 

words  of  Bentham,  the  philosopher  of  Queen's  Square,  who,  true  reason, 
then  practising  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  had  good  means  of 
information,  and  whose  sincerity  may  be  depended  upon. 
But  I  cannot  liclp  suspecting  that  there  were  other  reasons 
for  conferring  the  higher  office  upon  Talbot  besides  his  sup- 
posed want  of  qualification  for  tlie  lower.  Although  for  the 
last  eight  years  he  had  confined  his  practice  to  the  Courts  of 
Equity,  he  had  been  familiarly  acquainted  with  the  Common 
Law  by  private  study  and  by  going  circuits,  and  he  must 
have  been  as  well  prepared  to  be  a  Chief  Justice  as  Lord 
Eldon  was,  who  presided  with  full  as  much  applause  in  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  as  in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  Nor 
can  the  true  solution  be,  that  Yorke,  having  the  first  choice, 
preferred,  as  others  have  done,  the  certainty  of  tenui-c  to 
s])lcndour  of  present  enjoyment,  for  he  afterwards  willingly 
resigned  for  the  Great  Seal  tlie  office  which  lie  now  accepted. 
Some  have  supposed  that  the  arrangement  was  the  result  of 
politiciil  intrigue,  and  that  the  descendant  of  tlie  Earls  of 
Shrewsbury  by  i'ainily  connection  triuiiijihed  over  the  son  of 
the  e(juntry  attorney.  But  this  is  a  merely  gratuitous  con- 
jecture, and  is  at  variance  with  Talbots  open  and  u[)riglit 
character  and  the  cordial  intimacy  that  now  subsisted  betweeii 

*    .U'Vc'iny   lii'Htli.inrs  Li'ttiT  to  Coukscy.  —  Cooltsci/,  (il. 
VOL.  IV.  V  V 
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CHAP,     these  rivals  for  honourable  distinction.     The  probability  is, 

■  that  Walpole,  much  as  he  no  doubt  valued  Sir  Philip  Yorke, 

thought  that  Talbot  Avould  be  a  still  more  desirable  associate 
in  the  Cabinet,  and  would  be  still  more  useful  to  him  pre- 
siding on  the  woolsack  than  in  a  court  of  law.  In  such 
arrangements  political  convenience  has  ever  had  more  weight 
than  nice  considerations  of  judicial  fitness.  From  a  very 
long  official  career  Lord  Hardwicke  has  left  a  far  greater 
reputation  as  a  judge  and  as  a  statesman  than  Lord  Talbot, 
who  was  so  suddenly  cut  oif  when  beginning  to  gather  his 
fame ;  but  while  they  were  running  the  race  of  glory  to- 
gether, the  latter  seems  to  have  excited  most  applause,  and  if 
his  life  had  been  prolonged,  a  statue  would  have  been  erected 
to  him  in  the  new  palace  at  Westminster,  by  the  side  of 
Lord  Somers  and  Lord  Mansfield.  The  circumstance  of 
their  relative  rank  as  law  officers  of  the  Crown  when  the 
vacancies  occurred,  would  be  of  small  importance,  for  although 
it  has  always  been  considered  that  the  Attorney  General 
may  claim  as  of  right  any  Common  Law  Judgeship  which  is 
vacant,  the  disposal  of  the  Great  Seal  in  earlier  times  was 
the  personal  act  of  the  Sovereign,  and  more  recently  was  left 
to  the  Prime  Minister,  who  was  not  guided  by  any  fixed 
rotation,  but  considered  what  would  most  conduce  to  the 
credit  and  strength  of  his  government.  Upon  this  occasion 
the  Attorney  General  could  not  consider  himself  aggrieved 
with  the  Chiefship  of  the  King's  Bench,  a  Peerage,  and  a 
large  addition  to  his  salary,  and  the  two  continued  cordially 
to  co-operate  in  the  public  service  Avithout  any  envious  or 
jealous  feeling  arising  to  disturb  their  friendship. 
Talbot  re-  The  Great  Seal  having  been  received  from  Lord  King,  it 
ceives  the  ^y^s  delivered  to  Mr.  Talbot  as  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his 
and  is  made  Majesty,  Gcorge  IL,  at  a  council  held  on  the  29th  of  Xo- 
a  Peer.  vembcr,  1733.  At  the  same  time  he  was  sworn  a  Privy 
Councillor,  and  on  the  5th  of  the  following  month  he  was 
raised  to  the  Peerage  by  the  title  of  Lord  Talbot,  Baron 
Talbot  of  Hcnsol,  in  the  county  of  Glamorgan. 
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CHAPTER  CXXVIII. 

CONCLUSION   OF   THE   LIFE   OF   LORD   TALBOT. 

An   illustration   was  now   given  of  the  excellence   of  the     CHAP. 

CXXVIII. 

English  practice   of  selecting   for  the   Bench   men   of  the  '_ 

highest  eminence  at  the  bar,  who  have  distinguished  them-  Satisfaction 
selves  as  law  officers  of  the  Crown, — instead  of  following  the  °^  \^.f 

'  o  public  on 

French  system  of  keeping  the  order  of  advocates  and  judges  hisappoim- 
distinct.  If  men  are  appointed  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral from  family  interest,  or  from  considerations  of  party 
convenience,  without  looking  forward  to  their  fitness  for 
their  judicial  destiny,  their  promotion  is  a  heavy  misfortune 
to  the  public ;  but  it  is  only  from  the  long  experience  in  the 
administration  of  justice  obtained  as  an  advocate  that  the 
public  could  have  the  advantage  of  such  consummate  Judges 
as  Hardwicke  and  Talbot.  Their  appointment  gave  universal 
satisfaction,  and  as  the  latter  was  the  more  popular,  great 
delight  was  expressed  that  he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  his 
profession,  and  that  the  Avrong  formerly  done  to  him  was 
completely  redressed. 

A  few  days  after  receiving  the  Great  Seal,  the  new  Chan- 
cellor sat  for  the  despatch  of  business  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Hall, 
but  he  was  not  formally  installed  in  his  office  till  the  23d  of 
January  following,  the  first  day  of  Hilary  Term,  —  when,  after 
a  most  splendid  procession  to  Westminster  Hall,  he  was 
placed  in  the  marble  chair  in  the  Coui't  of  Chancery  with  all 
tlic  ancient  solemnities.  * 

*  "  Anno  7timo  Goorsii  2'"  Regis.  29  Nov.  1733.  IMt'moranduni,  that 
on  Tlnusclay,  the  29th  of  November,  1733,  at  the  re(iuest  of  IVter  Lord  King, 
I>ord  High  Cliancellor  of  Great  Ikitain,  his  Majesty  sent  to  his  Lordslii])  for 
the  Great  Seal ;  and  about  three  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  his  Majesty 
was  graciously  pleased  to  deliver  the  same  to  Charles  Talbot,  Ksq.,  with  the 
title  of  Lord  Chancellor,  and  his  Lordship  was  sworn  in  council  at  the  same 
time;  and  though  he  sat  at  lancoln's  Lin  ILall  the  4tli  day  of  December  follow- 
ing, yet  Ills  Lordship  was  not  sworn  by  the  clerk  of  the  Crown  till  the  23d  of 
January,  being  at  Westminster  Hall  the  first  day  of  the  then  next  Hilary  Term, 
when  his  Lordship  took  the  oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by  the  Lst  of  William 
and  ^Liry,  and  the  oath  of  Lord  Chancellor,  the  M:ister  of  the  llolls  holding 
tl:o  book,  and  the  clerk  of  the  Crown  giving  the  oaths." —  Roll,  1727 — I  7'>0. 
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A  grand  "  Revel"  was  given  in  honour  of  the  new  Chan- 
cellor by  the  Inner  Temple,  —  being  the  last  great  festivity 
at  an  Inn  of  Court  till  the  visit  of  Queen  Victoria  to  Lin- 
coln's Inn,  more  than  a  century  after,  —  when  her  royal 
Consort  vouchsafed  to  become  a  member  of  that  Society, 
and  was  called  to  the  degree  of  an  utter  barrister. 

It  would  require  the  pen  of  a  Dugdale  to  do  justice  to 
such  scenes,  but  the  following  not  ungraphic  account  of  the 
"  Talbot  pageant"  has  been  transmitted  to  us:  — "  On  the 
2d  of  February  1733-4,  the  Lord  Chancellor  came  into  the 
Inner  Temple  Hall  about  two  of  the  clock,  preceded  by  the 
Master  of  the  Revels,  Mr.  Wollaston,  and  followed  by  the 
Master  of  the  Temple,  Dr.  Sherlock,  Bishop  of  Bangor,  and 
by  the  Judges  and  Serjeants  who  had  been  members  of  that 
House.  There  was  a  very  elegant  dinner  provided  for  them 
and  the  Lord  Chancellor's  officers ;  but  the  barristers  and 
students  of  the  house  had  no  other  dinner  provided  for  them 
than  what  is  usual  on  Grand  Days  ;  but  each  mess  had  a 
flask  of  claret  besides  the  common  allowance  of  port  and 
sack.  Fourteen  students  waited  at  the  bench  table,  among 
whom  was  Mr.  Talbot,  the  Chancellor's  eldest  son,  and  by 
their  means  any  sort  of  provision  was  easily  obtained  from 
the  upper  table  by  those  at  the  rest.  A  large  gallery  was 
built  over  the  screen,  and  was  filled  with  ladies  who  came  for 
the  most  part  a  considerable  time  before  the  dinner  began : 
and  the  music  was  played  in  the  little  gallery  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  Hall,  and  played  all  dinner  time.  As  soon  as 
dinner  was  ended  the  play  began,  which  was  —  ^^  Love  for 
Love,'^  wdth  the  farce  of  "  TJie  Devil  to  Pay.''''  The  actors 
who  performed  in  them  all  came  from  the  Haymarket  in 
chairs,  ready  dressed,  and  (as  it  was  said)  refused  any  gratuity 
for  their  trouble,  looking  upon  the  honour  of  distinguishing 
themselves  on  this  occasion  as  sufficient.  After  the  play, 
the  Lord  Clianccllor,  jNIastcr  of  the  Temple,  Judges  and 
Benchers  entered  into  their  parliament  chamber,  and  in  about 
half  an  hour  after  came  into  the  Hall  ay-ain,  and  a  larii'e 
ring  was  formed  round  the  fire-place  (but  no  fire  or  embers 
were  on  it).  Then  the  Master  of  the  Revels  who  went 
first,  took  the  Lord  Chancellor  l)y  the  right  hand,  ami  he  by 
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his  left  took  Mr.  Justice  Page,  who,  joined  to  the  other  CHAP. 
Judges,  Sergeants  and  Benchers  present,  danced,  or  rather  ' 
walked  *  round  about  the  coal  fire,'  according  to  old  ceremony,  a.d.  1 734. 
three  times,  during  which  they  were  aided  in  the  figure  of 
the  dance  by  Mr.  George  Cook  the  prothonotary,  then  sixty; 
and  all  the  time  of  the  dance  the  ancient  song,  accompanied 
with  music,  was  sung  by  one  Toby  Aston,  dressed  in  a  bar 
gown,  whose  father  had  been  formerly  Master  of  the  Plea 
Office  in  the  King's  Bench.  When  this  was  over,  the  ladies 
came  down  from  the  gallery,  went  into  the  parliament- 
chamber,  and  stayed  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  while  the 
Hall  was  being  put  in  order.  Then  they  went  into  the  Hall, 
and  danced  a  few  minuets.  Country  dances  began  at  ten, 
and  at  twelve  a  very  fine  collation  Avas  provided  for  the 
whole  company,  from  which  they  returned  to  dancing,  which 
they  continued  as  long  as  they  pleased,  and  the  whole  day's 
entertainment  was  generally  thought  to  be  very  genteelly 
and  liberally  conducted.  The  Prince  of  Wales  honoured  the 
performance  with  his  company  part  of  the  time ;  he  came 
into  the  music  incog,  about  the  middle  of  the  play,  and  went 
away  as  soon  as  the  farce  of'  walking  round  the  coal  fire' 
was  over."* 


*  "  Wynne's  Eunoniiis.  Notes."  A  newspaper  of  the  Jay  says,  "  The  ancient 
ceremony  of  the  Judges '  dancing  round  the  coal  fire'  was  performed  with  great 
decency." 

As  these  festivities  in  the  Inns  of  Court  are  not  only  closely  connected  with 
the  history  of  the  Law,  but  possess  permanent  interest  as  illustrating  the  man- 
ners of  the  age,  I  will  here  insert,  from  the  records  of  our  Society,  an  account 
(never  before  published)  of  the  visit  with  which  our  predecessors  were  ho- 
noured by  Charles  II. 

"  A    Narrative   of  the   Kings   Majesties    rece})tion    and   Enterteynment   att    King 
Iviiicolncs  Inne  the  nyne  and  Twentieth  tlay  of  Ffebruary,  One  thousand    Charles 
six  hundred  scaventy  one.  Il.'svisitto 

'■■  Sir  Francis  Gooderick,    Kn*,  one  of  his   iNIa"^''  learned  Councell  att  Law,    Lincoln's 
and   Sollicitor  Generall  to  his   lloyall    Ilighnesse    the    Duke  of   Yorke,   being    I"",  in  the 
Reader  of  this  Society  of  Lincolnes  Inne   for  the   Lent    Reading,   in   the   yeare    J'^ar  1G71. 
One  thousand   Six    hundred   suaventy  one,  having  invited  the  King,  his  Royall 
ITighnes'<e,  and  I'rince  Rupert,  and  diverse  of  the  N()l)ilitic,  to  dine  in  Lincohus 
Inne   Hall  on  sucii  day  of  liis  reading  as  his  I\Ia*''  should   make  choice  off.    His 
,AIa'''   was    pleased  to  .i])point   Thuis«lay,  tlie   nyne   and   twentiith  of  rtehruary, 
one  tliousand  six  iiiindred  Seaventy  one.      And  accordinuly  tliat   day  his  !!Ma*''', 
together  with    liis  sjiid    Royall    Iligimesse,  and   his   Ilighnesse   Prince   Rupert, 
being  also   attendeii   by  the    Duke  of  Morunouth,  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  tiie 
Earles  of  .Manchester.    Rath,   and    .Anglesey,   the    Lord  ^'iscount  Halifax,  I>ord 
ISishop  of  Ely,  Lord  Newi)ort,  Lord  Henry  How.ird,  and  diverse  otiiers  ofgre.it 
(iualitie,  came  to  Lincolnes  Inne.      His   .Ma'"^^  made   his  entrance  through   the 
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As  an  Equity  Judge  Lord  Talbot  exceeded  all  the  high 
expectations  which  had  been  formed  of  him.     In  my  long 

Garden  att  the  great  Gate  opening  into  Chancery  Lane  next  Holbome,  where 
M""  Reader  and  the  rest  of  the  Benchers  and  Associates  waited  his  coming,  and 
attended  his  Ma*'''  up  to  the  Tarras  walke  next  the  ffields,  and  soe  throwgh  the 
Garden,  the  Trumpetts  and  Kettle  Drums  from  the  Leads  over  the  highest  Bay 
window  in  the  middle  of  the  Garden  Building,  sounding  all  the  while.  And 
from  the  Garden  his  Ma*'^  went  to  the  New  Councell  Chamber,  the  Barristers 
and  Students  in  their  Gownes  standing  in  a  Rowe  on  each  side  betweene  the 
Garden  and  the  Councell  Chamber.  After  a  little  rest,  his  Ma"^  viewed  the 
Chappell,  returning  agayne  to  the  Councell  Chamber,  from  thence,  as  soone  as 
his  Table  (being  placed  upon  the  assent  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Hall  and  railed 
in)  was  furnished,  his  Majestie  was  brought  into  the  Hall  where  his  Ma''"  sate 
under  his  Canopy  of  State,  being  served  by  the  Reader  as  Sewer  upon  his  Knee 
with  the  Towell  before  he  did  eate,  his  Royall  highnesse  sitting  at  the  end  of  the 
Table  on  his  right  hand,  and  Prince  Rupert  att  tlie  other  end.  The  Dukes  and 
Lords  and  other  his  Ma""*  attendants  of  Qualitie,  after  some  short  tyme  of  wait- 
ing, had  leave  from  his  Ma"*  to  sitt  downe  to  Dinnar  att  Tables  prepared  for 
them  on  each  side  of  the  Hall.  The  Reader  and  some  of  the  Benchers,  to  witt, 
Sir  Thomas  Beverley,  Master  of  Requests  to  his  Ma'"',  Sir  Robert  Atkins,  Kn* 
of  the  Bath,  all  the  tyme  of  his  Ma"'''  dineing  waiteing  neere  his  IMa"'''  Chair, 
and  some  other  of  the  Benchers  with  white  staffes  waited  as  Controlers  of  the 
Hall  to  keepe  good  order,  and  above  ffifty  of  the  Barristers  and  Students,  the 
most  part  of  them  attending  as  waiters  and  carrieing  up  his  Ma''''  meate,  which 
was  served  upon  the  Knee.  The  rest  of  the  Barristers  and  Students  waiting 
upon  the  Lords  att  their  table.  The  three  eources,  wherein  were  exceeding 
great  plenty  and  variety  of  Dishes,  and  after  them  a  most  liberall  Banquett,  was 
served  up  by  the  said  Barristers  and  Students,  and  delivered  by  them  upon  their 
Knees  att  the  King's  Table,  The  IVIusick  consisting  of  His  Ma''"-"'  Violins, 
playing  all  the  tyme  of  Dinnar  in  the  Gallery  att  the  lower  end  of  the  Hall. 
Towards  the  end  of  Dinnar  his  Ma'''',  to  doe  transcendant  honor  and  grace  to 
this  Society,  and  to  expresse  his  most  gratious  acceptance  of  their  humble  duty 
and  affection  towards  him,  was  pleased  to  demand  the  Book  of  Admittances  to 
be  brought  to  him,  and  with  his  owne  hand  entered  his  Royal  name  therein 
most  gratiously  condiscending  to  make  himself  a  ^Member  thereof,  which  high 
and  extraordinary  favor  was  instantly  acknowledged  by  all  the  ^lembcrs  of  this 
Society  then  attending  on  his  Majestie  with  all  possible  Joy,  and  received  with 
the  greatest  and  most  humble  expressions  of  Gratitude,  itt  being  an  Example 
not  presidented  by  any  former  King  of  this  Realme.  His  Royall  hirjliness  and 
Prince  Rupert  followed  this  great  and  highest  Kxamplc,  as  also  tlic  Dukes  and 
other  Lords,  who,  before  his  Ma''''  rising  from  dinnar,  borrowed  Gownes  of  the 
students  and  put  them  on,  and  in  those  Gownes  waited  on  his  ^la''",  with  which 
his  Ma''"  was  much  delighted.  And  his  Ma''",  through  his  owne  most  obliging 
favor  vouchsafed  to  it  (having  made  himselfe  more  neerely  and  intimately  con- 
cerned for  the  good  of  this  Society),  was  pleased  himselfe  to  begin  a  health  to  the 
welfare  thereof,  and  to  cause  itt  to  he  pledg'd  in  his  owne  presence,  and  imme- 
diately gave  the  Reader  leave  to  drink  his  ^la"''  health,  and  to  begin  to  his  Royal 
Highnesse.  Then  riseing  from  dinnar,  he  was  agayne  attended  to  the  now 
Councell  Chamber,  where  he  conferred  the  honour  of  Knighthood  on  'M'  Nicholas 
Pedley  and  M"^  Richard  Stote,  two  of  the  Benchers,  who  had  in  their  turns  been 
Readers  of  tiiis  house,  as  also  upon  M''  James  Buttler,  one  of  the  Barristers,  and 
M'^  Ffrancis  Dayrell,  one  of  the  Students,  That  soe  every  degree  and  order  of 
the  Society  might  have  a  signall  Testimony  of  his  Ma'"'  '''S''  favour.  His 
Majestie  upon  his  departure  made  large  ex]jressions  of  his  most  gratious  accept- 
ance of  the  Enterteynment,  and  returned  his  thanks  to  the  Reader,  and  was 
pleased  to  signifie  the  great  respect  and  esteem  he  should  ever  have  for  the 
Society. 
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journey  from  the  reign  of  Ethelred  to  that  of  George  IV.,  I     CHAP, 
find  this  Chancellor  alone  without  an  accuser,   without  an  


"  The  Gentlemen  of  the  Horse  Guards,  Yeomen  of  the  Guard,  and  other  in- 
ferior attendants,  were  bountifully  entcrteyned  att  the  costs  and  charges  also  of 
the  Reader.  The  Gentlemen  of  the  Horse  Guards  dined  in  the  old  Councell 
Chamber,  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guards  in  M""  Day's  Chamber,  And  the  Coachmen 
and  Lacqys  in  the  Gardiner's  house,  to  all  their  contentment. 

"  On  Saturday  following  M"^  Reader,  Sir  Robert  Attkins,  Sir  Nicholas  Pedley, 
and  Sir  Richard  Stote,  Benchers  and  Readers  of  Lincolnes  Inne,  waited  on  his 
Ma"=  att  Whitehall,  being  conducted  to  his  Mat''=»  presence  by  the  Earle  of 
Bath,  and  gave  most  humble  thanks  for  that  high  and  transcendant  honour  he 
had  been  pleased  to  vouchsafe  to  this  Society,  which  was  graciously  received  by 
his  Ma*'",  And  did  the  said  Benchers  the  honour  to  Kisse  his  hand." 

The  official  record  of  Queen  Victoria's  visit  on  the  occasion  of  the  opening    Queen 
of  the  New  Hall,  — after  describing  an  audience  with  which  the  Treasurer    Victoria's 
and  two  other  Benchers  were  honoured  to  invite  Her  Majesty  and  her  Royal    visit  to  Lin- 
Consort,  Her  Majesty's  gracious  intimation  that  they  would  be  present  at  a    coin's  Lin, 
"  dejeiiner  "  on  the  .SOth  of  October,  and  the  preparations  made  to  receive    in  the  year 
them, — thus  proceeds  :  1845. 

"  The  Queen's  Counsel  wore  their  silk  gowns,  and  the  long  full-bottomed 
wig.  Lord  Cottenham,  Lord  Campbell,  and  the  Speaker,  wore  their  black 
velvet  court  dresses :  the  three  Vice-chancellors  their  full  dress.  Judges'  wigs, 
and  Lord  Bexley  his  blue  and  gold  official  dress,  as  a  former  minister  of  the 
Crown. 

"  At  the  top  of  the  Hall  a  table  was  placed  upon  the  dais  for  the  Queen,  his 
Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert,  and  the  other  guests  who  accompanied  the 
Queen  ;  the  benchers  and  the  preacher  of  the  Inn  ;  and  then,  transversely,  four 
tables  reaching  to  the  bottom  of  the  Hall  were  devoted  to  the  bar  and  such  of 
the  students  as  attended.  Each  plate  was  numbered ;  and  the  barristers  were 
placed  according  to  their  seniority. 

"  The  tables  were  all  handsomely  and  substantially  decorated  and  furnished  ; 
tlie  entertainment  being  a  cold  one.  Tlic  band  of  the  Coldstream  Guards  at- 
tended, and  played  during  the  time  Her  Majesty  was  in  the  Hall. 

"  At  the  top  of  the  Hall,  from  time  to  time,  appeared  not  only  the  benchers, 
but  the  Cabinet  Ministers,  who  were  invited.  Lord  Campbell  was  one  of  the 
first  to  make  his  appearance  ;  the  Duke  of  Wellington  was  dressed  as  a  Field 
Marshal,  but  entirely  undecorated ;  Lord  I^incoln  followed  in  the  costume  of  a 
Cabinet  Minister.  All  the  benchers  being  assembled,  and  the  hour  of  arrival 
drawing  nigh,  the  procession  for  receiving  Her  Majesty,  headed  by  the  Trea- 
surer, made  its  way  down  the  Hall,  and  placed  itself  at  the  south-east  entrance 
of  the  Hall,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  Queen,  with  Prince  Albert,  attended  l)y 
four  of  tlie  ladies  in  waiting,  and  certain  high  officers  of  her  household,  arrived. 
The  jjarty  came  in  five  private  carriages,  attended  by  a  body  of  the  Life  Ciuards; 
and  soon  in  the  Hall  the  National  Anthem  was  heard.  In  a  few  moments  alter, 
]\Ir.  Doyle,  the  steward,  aimounced  "  The  (J.iieen."  Her  ^Majesty  immediately 
entered,  passing  up  tlie  middle  of  the  Hall,  leaning  on  Prince  Ali)ert"s  arm,  and 
preceded  by  tlie  Treasurer  walking  backwards,  and  amidst  loud  and  hearty 
cheering.  Her  Majesty  walked  to  the  library,  followed  by  her  ladies,  the 
('al)inet  IMinisters,  Officers  of  State,  and  the  Benchers,  who  came  two  and  two, 
according  to  the  date  of  their  election  to  the  l)encli. 

"  The  Queen  wore  a  blue  drawn  silk  bonnet  with  a  blue  feather,  ;i  dress  of 
Limerick  lace,  and  a  scarlet  shawl  with  a  broad  ^old  edging. 

"  In  the  Library,  the  (iucen,  seated  on  a  chair  of  state,  held  a  levco,  and  re- 
ceived an  address  from  tlie  benchers,  the  barristers  re])resented  by  the  four 
seniors,  and  the  students  or  fellows,  two  of  wliom  were  also  present.  The 
address  was  read  by  the  Treasurer  to  the  Queen,  on  his  knee,  and  was  as 
follows  : 
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CHAP,     enemy,  without  a  detractor,  without  any  one  from  malice  or 

CXXVIII  .  • 

^  mistake  to  cavil  at   any  part  of  his  character,  conduct,  or 

"  '  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 
" '  We  your  faithful  subjects,  the  Treasurer  and  Masters  of  the  Bench,  the 
Barristers  and  Fellows  of  the  Society  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  intreat  your  Majesty's 
permission,  humbly  to  testify  the  joy  and  gratitude  inspired  by  your  august  pre- 
sence. The  edifice  in  which,  under  such  happy  auspices  we  are  for  the  first  time 
assembled,  is  adorned  with  memorials  of  many  servants  of  the  Crown,  eminent 
in  their  talents,  their  learning,  and  their  integrity.  To  the  services  as  recorded 
in  history  of  these  our  distinguished  predecessors,  we  appeal  in  all  humility  for 
our  justification  in  aspiring  to  receive  your  Majesty  beneath  tliis  roof. 

"  '  Two  centuries  have  nearly  passed  away  since  the  Inns  of  Court  were  so 
honoured  by  the  presence  of  the  reigning  prince.  We  cannot,  therefore,  but 
feel  deeply  grateful  for  a  mark  so  conspicuous  of  your  Majesty's  condescension, 
and  of  your  gracious  regard  for  the  profession  of  the  law. 

"  '  It  is  our  earnest  desire  to  deserve  this  proof  of  your  Majesty's  favour,  by  a 
zealous  execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  us,  to  guard  and  maintain  the  dignity 
of  the  bar  of  England. 

"  '  In  our  endeavours  to  this  end,  we  shall  but  follow  in  the  course  which  it 
has  been  your  Majesty's  royal  pleasure  to  pursue.  Signally  has  your  Majesty 
fostered  the  independence  of  the  bar  and  the  purity  of  the  bench,  by  distributing 
the  honours  which  you  have  graciously  bestowed  on  the  profession  among  the 
members  of  all  parties  in  the  State. 

"  '  Permit  me,  also,  most  gracious  Sovereign,  to  offer  your  Majesty  our  sincere 
congratulations  on  the  great  amendments  of  the  law  which  have  been  effected 
since  your  Majesty's  accession  to  the  throne  throughout  many  portions  of  your 
vast  empire. 

"  '  The  pure  glory  of  these  labours  will  be  dear  to  your  Majesty's  royal  heart ; 
for  it  arises  from  the  welfare  of  your  subjects. 

"  '  That  your  Majesty  may  long  reign  over  a  loyal,  prosperous,  and  contented 
people,  is  our  devout  and  fervent  prayer  to  Almighty  God.'" 

"  The  following  reply,  which  Her  Majesty  received  from  Sir  James  Graham, 
was  then  read : 

"  '  I  receive,  with  cordial  satisfaction,  this  dutiful  address.  My  beloved  Consort 
and  I  have  accepted  with  pleasure  your  invitation,  for  I  recognise  the  services 
rendered  to  the  Crown  at  various  periods  of  our  history  by  distinguished  mem- 
bers of  this  society;  and  I  gladly  testify  my  respect  for  the  profession  of  the 
law  by  which  I  am  aided  in  administering  justice,  and  in  maintaining  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  Crown  and  the  rights  of  my  people. 

" '  I  congratulate  you  on  the  completion  of  this  noble  edifice ;  it  is  worthy  of 
the  memory  of  your  predecessors,  and  the  station  which  you  occupy  in  connec- 
tion with  the  bar  of  England. 

" '  I  sincerely  hope  that  learning  may  long  flourish,  and  that  virtue  and  talent 
may  rise  to  eminence  within  these  walls.'  " 

"  A  chair  was  placed  for  the  Prince  on  the  left  of  Her  Majesty  ;  he  did  not 
occupy  it,  but  remained  standing. 

"  The  above  address,  and  its  answer,  having  been  read,  the  Treasurer  was 
knighted  ;  and  his  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert  was  invited  to  become  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Inn,  to  which  he  at  once  agreed,  and  the  admission  book  being  handed 
to  Her  Majesty  and  Prince  Albert,  tliey  were  graciously  pleased  to  sign  their 
names  therein,  as  also  did  the  following  persons — Tlie  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  the  Marquis  of  Exeter,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  Lord  Liver- 
pool, the  Earl  of  De  La  Warr,  the  Earl  of  Jersey,  the  Earl  of  Harciwicke,  tlie 
Earl  of  Lincoln,  Lord  George  Lennox.  Sir  James  Graham,  the  Honourable 
Colonel  Grey,  the  Honourable  Captain  Alexander  N.  Hood,  Colonel  Bouverle, 
and  Captain  Francis  Seymour. 

"  The  ceremony  being  over  in  the  I>ibrary,  Her  Majesty,  accompanied  l)y  the 
above  party,  then  proceeded  to  the  Hall.      Grace  being  said  by  tlie  chaplain,  the 
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demeanour.    While  in  no  respect  deficient  in  judicial  gravity     CHAP, 
and  dignity,  the  flowing  courtesy  of  his  manners  seems  to  


assembly  received  the  permission  of  the  Queen  to  be  seated,  Her  Majesty,  oc- 
cupying a  chair  of  state  with  a  canopy,  partook  of  the  refreshment  provided, 
appearing  pleased  and  well  contented. 

"  On  the  right  of  the  Queen  sat  Prince  Albert, — next  to  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  then  came  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  then  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen,  and  then  Lord  Cottenham. 

"  On  the  left  of  Her  Majesty  sat  the  treasurer  Sir  Francis  Simpkinson,  and 
then  one  of  the  ladies  in  waiting,  next  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  Lord  Campbell, 
and  others.  At  the  end  of  the  banquet,  which  lasted  about  half  an  hour,  grace 
was  again  said  ;  and  then  the  treasurer,  having  received  permission  from  Her 
Majesty  to  propose  a  toast,  proposed  '  the  health  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  who 
had  tiiat  day  honoured  them  with  her  Royal  presence.'  This  was  responded  to 
with  plaudits.  After  some  minutes  tlie  cheering  having  subsided,  the  treasurer 
stated  that  his  Royal  Highness  had  that  day  become  a  member  of  the  Inn, 
and  begged,  with  the  permission  of  Her  Majesty,  to  propose  the  health  of  their 
new  member  '  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert.'  This  also  was  received 
with  loud  cheering,  and  was  rendered  even  more  interesting  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  Queen  joined  in  it.  Holding  a  glass  of  port  wine  in  her  hand,  she 
stood  up  all  the  time,  and  drank  it  off"  to  the  bottom.  His  Royal  Highness,  in 
a  peculiarly  distinct  voice,  returned  thanks,  and  said  he  had  received  her  Ma- 
jesty's commands  to  propose  '  Prosperity  to  the  Honourable  Society  of  Lincoln's 
Inn,'  which  was  drunk.  Soon  after  the  Queen,  accompanied  by  the  ministers 
and  benchers,  withdrew,  amidst  loud  cheering.  Her  Majesty  and  her  jiarty  re- 
tired into  the  council  room  ;  from  whence,  after  her  carriage  had  been  sum- 
moned, she  came  again  into  the  Hall,  and,  accompanied  by  the  treasurer  and 
benchers,  she  proceeded  amidst  loud  cheering  into  her  carriage,  and  dejjarted. 

"  It  is  farther  to  be  noticed  that  Prince  Albert,  on  witlulrawing  after  the 
feast,  put  on  a  student's  gown  over  his  Field  Marshal's  uniform,  and  so  wore  it 
on  returning  from  the  Hall." 

Afterwards,  as  appears  by  the  following  entries,  his  Royal  Highness  Prince 
Albert  was  in  due  form  called  to  the  Par,  and  was  elected  a  Bencher. 
"  Lincoln's  Inn. 

"  At  a  Council,  held  the  :5d  day  of  November,  1845. 
"  Ordered,  Tiiat  his  Royal  Highness  the  I'rince  Albert,  having  been  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  become  a  member  of  tliis  Society,  be  invited  to  the  bench  ; 
and  tliat  Sir  J.  A.  Fnuicis  Simpkinson,  the  treasurer,  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Vice-chancellor  of  England,  and  William  Selwyn,  Esq.,  three  of  the  masters 
of  the  bench,  be  deputed  to  invite  his  Royal  Highness  accordingly.' 

'■  At  a  Sj)ecial  Council,  held  the  'iOth  day  of  November,  1 84.:;. 
"  Upon  the  motion  of  the  treasurer,  seconded   by  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Vice-chancellor  of  JCngland, 

"  Resolved  imaninunisly, 

"  That  his  Royal  Higlncss  Prince  Albert  be  called  to  the  bar,  and  be  forth-  Prince 

with  and  hereby  jjublished  ;i  i)ariister  of  this  Honourable  Society;    the   keeping  .Albert 

of  all  his  terms  and  exercises,  and  the  ])iyment   of  all   fees   and   ex])eiK'es   being  called  to 

dispensed  with.  tlie  bar  and 

"  Resolved,  elected  a 

"  'i'li.it   in   the  event   of  his    Royal    Highness   .u'ceiilinir   the   invitation  to  the  ''"-'"cner  o! 

bench,  llio  payment  of  all  fees  and  expenses  of  every  kind  be  dispensed  with.  l-uieoln  ; 

"  ,\l  a  Coimcil,  held  tlu-  I 'Jth  day  of  January,  IK4*). 

"  Upon    the   re|K)rt   of   .Sir  .1.   A.  l-'rancis  .Simpkinson.  the  Right  Honourable 

the  Viee-ihanei'llor  of  iMigland,  and  \\'illiani  Selwyn.    l'is(|.,   that   in    pnrsn.ince 

of  the  order   of  council    of  the   lirsl   day  of   Michaelmas  Term.   IS  I,',  dei)uting 

tliem  ti)  wait    upon   his   Royal   Highness  the   Prince  Albert  with  ,-in  invitation  to 


Inn. 
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CHAP,     have  won  all  hearts.    Well  acquainted  with  the  most  abstruse 

CXXVIII. 

_J branches  of  the  law  of  real  property,  he  had  himself  heard 

delivered  in  court  all  the  important  judgments  of  Lord 
Harcourt,  Lord  Cowper,  Lord  Macclesfield,  Lord  King,  and 
Sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  and  he  knew  familiarly  the  most  minute 
details  of  practice,  which  are  only  to  be  learned  thoroughly 
by  experience,  and  to  which  there  was  then  hardly  any 
printed  guide.  In  addition  to  these  qualifications,  he  was 
energetic  and  indefatigable  in  business  —  punctual  in  his 
hours  of  sitting,  —  till  he  had  subdued  his  arrears,  eager  to 
avoid,  instead  of  to  make,  a  holiday,  and  to  postpone  instead 
of  hastening  the  adjournment  of  the  Court.  He  was  under 
the  influence  of  no  leader  at  the  bar,  and  he  on  no  occasion 
showed  peculiar  favour  to  any  counsel  unless  to  those  who 
required  encouragement  from  their  modesty  and  timidity. 
He  never  even  incurred  a  suspicion  of  corruption  in  the  dis- 
posal of  office  or  of  undue  influence  in  his  decrees.  * 

Some  of  his  decisions  are  to  be  found  in  Peere  Williams, 
but  his  chief  reporter  is  Forrester,  a  barrister  who  practised 
before  him,  and  has  left  us  an  octavo  volume,  entitled, 
"  Cases  Tempore  Talbot."  This  gentleman,  with  an  adequate 
share  of  professional  knowledge  and  accuracy,  possessed 
little  skill  in  composition,  so  that  he  gives  us  a  very  faint 
notion  of  the  lucid  reasoning  and  felicity  of  illustration  uni- 
versally ascribed  to  the  Judge  whose  fame  he  ought  to  have 
perpetuated. 

the  bench  of  this  Society,  they  liave  waited  upon  his  Royal  Highness  accord- 
ingly, and  they  report  that  his  Royal  Highness  has  been  pleased  to  accept  the 
invitation.  It  is  ordered,  that  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Albert  be  called 
to  the  bench,  and  that  he  be  published  at  the  next  exercise  in  the  Hall." 

On  the  grand  day  of  the  following  Trinity  Term,  his  Royal  Highness  dined 
in  the  Hall  as  a  Bencher  —  when  he  most  gracefully  entered  the  dining  hall, 
after  Henry  Tancred,  Esq.,  M. P.  for  Banbury,  the  Treasurer.  Such  inter- 
course tends  to  strengthen  the  throne,  and  to  perpetuate  the  liberties  of  the 
j)eople  ! 

*  It  is  related  of  him,  that  he  much  valued  a  maxim  taken  for  the  motto  to 
a  law  book  published  by  Judge  Jenkins.  "  The  common  law  has  been  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world,  for  it  is  common  reason;"  and  that  "  he  quoted  and 
avowed  this  maxim  from  the  bench  whenever  any  thing  repugnant  to  it  was 
offered  from  the  bar."  But  I  think  he  was  too  sen!:ible  a  man  to  set  up  for  law 
liis  own  notion  of  what  was  reasonable  or  unreasonable,  expedient  or  inex- 
pedient. It  was  well  said  by  Mr.  Justice  Burrough,  "  Public  policy  is  an  un- 
ruly horse,  which,  if  a  Judge  unwarily  mounts,  ten  to  one  he  is  run  away 
with. " 
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I  can  do  little  more  than  show  how  Lord  Chancellor  Talbot     CHAP. 
disposed  of  a  few  of  the  principal  questions  which  came  before        ' 
him.    He  first  decided  that  the  Court  will  assist  a  testament- 
ary guardian  to  prevent  an  improper  marriage  of  an  infant  heir. 
The  son  of  the  late  Lord  Raymond,  Chief  Justice  of  the 
King's  Bench,  while  a  boy  of  seventeen,  was  about  to  marry  m^  ^^_ 
a  Miss  Chetwynd.       Thereupon,   his   guardians   under  his  cisions. 
father's  will  filed  a  bill  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  pre-  jurisdic- 
sented  a  petition,  stating  that  it  would  be  a  great  disad-  t'onofthe 
vantage  to  the  minor  to  maiTy  at  this  time,  and  that  it  had  Chancellor 
been  necessary  to  keep  him  in  close  custody  to  prevent  his  ^arria*^e  of 
marrying,  and  praying  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  would  give  minors. 
such  directions  as  he  should  think  fit  for  the  benefit  of  the 
minor.     Lord  Chancellor. — "  I  am  glad  that  this  application 
has  been  made.     The  Court  will  prevent  the  marriage  if  it 
has  the  power  to  do  so.     It  is  admitted  that  the  young  lady 
is  of  a  o-ood  familv,  and  it  is  not  shown  what  fortune  the 
young  Peer  has,  so  that  I  cannot  tell   whether  this  be  a 
Smithfield  bargain  or  not ;  but  his  age  is  improper  for  mar- 
riage ;  that  is  the  consideration  which  weighs  most  with  me, 
and  upon  which  I  think  myself  bound  to  interfere.     In  order 
to  strcngtlicn  tlic  liands  of  tlie  guardians,  I  order  tlicm  to 
retain   tlic   Lord  Raymond  in  their  care  and  custody,  and 
that  they  do  not  permit  him  to  marry  without  the  consent 
of  the  Court.     But  it  has  been  said  that  it  Avould  be  very 
cruel  and  unnatural  in  a  father  not  to  suffer  his  daughter  to 
marry  to  her  advantage,  and  she  would  Imve  reason  to  blame 
him  for  it  ever  after.     Now,  to  prevent  that  charge  upon 
Mr.  Chetwynd,   I  order  him  not  to    sufter  his  daughter  to 
marry  the  Lord  Raymond  without  the  consent  of  the  Court 
—  whicli  prevents  any  imputation  or  charge  upon  ]\Ir.  Chet- 
wynd from  the  lady,  or  any  body  else;  since,  if  there  be  any 
fault  in  it,  it  will  tall  upon  the   Court,  and  I  shall  be  very 
willing  to  boar  it.""* 

In  C/7///  v.  Uoohr,   he  had  to   dotcM'minc  whether   a   bond   Bund  for 
which  a  testator  had  iriven  to  his  mistress  should  be  set  aside,   i"'"\'"'""  "f 

a  mistress. 
"     rill.'  Liiid   K.i\  iiumd's  case.  —  ("as.    JViii]).  Talbot,  ,')S. 
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CHAP,     and  if  not,  in  what  order,  and  from  what  fund  it  should  be 

■    satisfied.    After  great  deliberation,  he  held  that,  as  it  had  not 

been  obtained  by  fraud,  it  should  not  be  set  aside  in  favour 
of  the  legitimate  children  or  heir ;  that  it  should  not  be  paid 
out  of  the  personal  estate  until  after  simple  contract  debts ; 
but  that  it  should  be  paid  out  of  the  real  estate  if  the  per- 
sonal estate  should  fall  short.  * 
Liability  of       The  question  arose  in  Heard  v.  Stanford,  "  whether,  if  a 

widower  •  n  i  i  .1*1 

for  debts  of  ^^^  mames  a  woman  01  large  personal  property  which  comes 
deceased  to  him  by  the  marriage,  —  after  her  death  he  is  liable  for  the 
debts  due  from  her  before  marriage  ?  "  It  was  strongly  urged 
that,  as  he  would  be  liable  for  them  during  her  life,  her  for- 
tune in  his  hands  should  be  considered  equitable  assets  for 
the  benefit  of  her  creditors.  Lord  Chancellor.  —  "  The  ques- 
tion is  whether  the  husband,  as  such,  be  chargeable  for  a 
debt  of  his  wife  after  her  death  in  a  Court  of  Equity  ?  As,  on 
the  one  hand,  the  husband  is  liable  to  all  his  wife's  debts  du- 
ring the  coverture,  though  he  did  not  get  one  shilling  portion 
with  her;  so,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  as  certain  that  if  the 
debt  be  not  recovered  during  the  coverture,  the  husband  is 
no  longer  chargeable  as  such,  let  the  fortune  he  received  with 
liis  wife  be  ever  so  great.  The  case,  perhaps,  may  be  hard, 
but  the  law  has  made  it  so,  —  tliat  it  may  be  equal  on  both 
sides,  as  well  where  the  Imsband  is  sued  during  the  cover- 
ture for  a  debt  of  his  wife's  with  whom  he  had  no  fortune,  as 
when  by  her  death  he  is  discharged  from  all  her  debts,  not- 
withstanding any  fortune  he  may  have  received  in  marrlitge 
with  her.  So  is  the  law  ;  and  the  alteration,  if  desira])le,  is  the 
proper  work  of  the  legislature  only."f 
A  public  In  Barbuit's  case  it  was  debated  "  whether  a  foreign  minis- 

sideiit  in    '   ^^^'  I'csidcnt  in  England,  by  engaging  in  commerce,  forfeits  his 
Engiaiui       privilege  not  to  be  arrested,  and  whether  a  foreign  consul  is 

does  not  .    .,  ,  .    .  ??    t»      i      •  •      •  t  1         1       t-- 

forfeit  his     privileged  as  a  minister,     liarbuit,  commissioned  by  tlie  King 
privilege       ^f  Prussia  "  to  do  what  his   Prussian   IMaiesty  should  think 

by  en-  1  •   1  •  ... 

gaging  in      nt   to   oi'dcr  witli   regard   to   his  sulyects   trading   in   Great 
trade;  hut     jJi-itain,"  cxcrciscd  tlic  trade  of  a  tallow-chandler  in  Londoii, 

a  consul  is 

'    (-'as.   Teni]).   Talhol,  \5'). 

f    llidrd  \.  StaiijonI,  ('as.  'reuip.    I'alhot,   ITJ. 
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and,  being  imprisoned  under  an  order  made  in  a  Chancery     chap. 
suit,  he  claimed,  as  an  ambassador,  to  be  discharged.     Lord    ' 


Chancellor.  —  "  Though  this  is  a  very  unfavourable  case,  yet  not  privi- 
if  the  defendant  is  truly  a  public  minister,  I  think  he  may  '^^.^4  ^  f 

1  •  •    M  n  ^^         •  ^  •  public  rai- 

msist  on  his  privilege  after  allowing  the  suit  to  go  on  ten  years  nister. 
against  him  without  objection ;  for  the  privilege  of  a  public 
minister  is  to  have  his  person  sacred  and  free  from  arrests, 
not  on  his  own  account,  but  on  the  account  of  those  he  repre- 
sents ;  and  this  arises  from  the  necessity  of  the  thing,  that 
nations  may  have  intercourse  with  one  another  in  the  same 
manner  as  private  persons,  by  agents,  when  they  cannot  meet 
themselves.  And  if  the  foundation  of  this  privilege  is  for 
the  sake  of  the  Prince  by  Avhom  an  ambassador  is  sent,  and 
for  the  sake  of  the  business  he  is  to  do,  it  is  impossible  that 
he  can  renounce  the  privilege  introduced  not  for  his  own 
benefit.  He  may  deserve  to  be  thrown  into  prison,  but 
we  must  protect  the  state  which  he  represents.  The  excep- 
tion in  the  statute  of  Anne  of  persons  trading,  relates  only 
to  the  servants  of  ambassadors,  for  the  parliament  never 
imagined  that  the  ambassadors  themselves  would  trade.  The 
question  is,  whether  the  defendant  be  a  i)ublic  minister  ?  If 
he  had  been  accredited  to  negotiate  a  commercial  treaty,  he 
would  have  been  so.  It  is  of  no  weight  with  me,  that  he  was 
not  to  concern  himself  about  other  matters  of  state.  The 
commission  need  not  be  general  to  entitle  him  to  protection. 
But  this  person  is  not  to  transact  affiiirs  between  the  two 
Crowns :  the  commission  is  to  assist  his  Prussian  Majesty's 
subjects  here  in  their  commerce.  Although  lie  is  called  an 
agent  of  commerce,  I  do  not  think  that  the  name  alters  the 
case.  At  most  he  is  only  a  Consul,  and  it  is  the  opinion 
of  Barljcyrac,  Wiquefort,  and  other  writers  on  public  law, 
that  a  Consul  is  not  entitled  by  the  Jus  Gintiiun  to  the 
])rivileges  of  an  ambassador.  I  therefore  cannot  discharge 
liini."  * 

In   Dtikc    of   Soiiirrsct  v.    Codhsoii,   from    a    desire    to    do 


*    Cases  'I\>iii]).   Tatljot,  ISl.       IJiit   to   ];Ioasi'   tlio    rnissiaii    govL'rmnoiit,    tlic 
SL'cMctarv  of  Statu  satisticd  liis  cri'ilitors,  and  lie  was  di'-cliargt'd. 
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complete  justice,  he  a  little  stretched  his  authority  by 
holding  that  a  bill  in  Equity  lies  to  compel  the  preser- 
vation and  the  delivery  to  the  right  owner  of  a  valuable 
piece  of  art.  The  plaintiff,  as  Lord  of  the  manor  of  Car- 
bridge  in  Northumberland,  having  a  grant  of  "  treasure 
trovey''  was  entitled  to  an  antique  silver  altar  dug  up  there, 
which  had  a  Greek  inscription  upon  it,  and  was  dedicated 
to  Hercules.  The  altar  had  been  purchased  by  the  defendant 
with  notice  of  the  claim  to  it,  and  he  threatened  to  deface 
it  or  melt  it  down.  On  a  demurrer  to  a  bill  filed  by  the 
Duke  for  an  injunction  and  to  have  the  altar  delivered 
up  to  him,  it  was  objected  that  the  remedy  was  at  law 
by  action  of  trover  or  of  detinue ;  that  the  furthest  Equity 
had  yet  gone  was  to  allow  a  suit  for  the  recovery  of  title 
deeds  which  savour  of  the  realty ;  and  that  if  the  present 
plaintiff  were  to  succeed,  all  actions  of  trover  and  detinue 
would  be  turned  into  bills  in  Chancery.  But  Lord 
Talbot  held  "  that  this  suit  was  maintainable  on  the 
ground  that  the  thing  sued  for  was  matter  of  curiosity  and 
antiquity  ;  that  it  would  be  very  hard  if  a  person  who 
wrongfully  gets  possession  of  such  a  relique  might  destroy 
or  retain  it,  paying  the  intrinsic  value  of  it,  and  that  the 
law  being  defective  in  this  respect,  such  defect  is  properly 
supplied  in  Equity."* 

One  other  case  of  general  interest  I  find  to  have  been 
decided  by  him,  —  Hunter  v.  Murray,  in  which  the  question 
arose,  "  whether  since  the  Union  with  Scotland,  under  a  writ 
of  ne  exeat  regno,  a  party  might  be  prevented  from  going 
into  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom."  Lord  Chancellor.  — 
"  This,  in  its  origin,  was  a  mandatory  writ  to  prevent  the 
King's  subjects  from  going  into  foreign  parts  to  practise  trea- 
son with  the  King's  enemies:  but  since,  it  has  been  made 
ancillary  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Court,  that  persons  resid- 
ing within  the  realm  of  England  may  be  compelled  to  do  jus- 
tice to  their  fellow  subjects.     How  can  I  alter  the  terras  or 


*    Peere  Williams,  .090. 
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the  operation  of  the  writ  by  reason  of  the  legislative  Union     CHAP, 
with  Scotland,  which  in  no  respect  enlarges  or  affects  the     ^^^^"'" 
jurisdiction  of  any  Court  in  England?     It  is  dangerous  to 
alter  established  forms.     I  will  make  no  order,  but  leave 
parties  to  proceed  in  the  old  beaten  path."  * 

These  specimens  of  Lord  Talbot's  decisions  may  not  exalt 
him  in  our  view  above  the  level  of  modern  Vice-chancellors, 
but  by  his  contemporaries  he  was  regarded  almost  as  a  superior 
being.  —  His  great  despatch,  and  the  admirable  manner  in 
which  he  comported  himself,  caused  a  prodigious  influx  of 
business  into  his  Court,  and  "Chancery"  having  for  the 
first  time  in  England  become  a  popular  word,  it  was  said  that 
a  new  era  had  begun  in  the  administration  of  Equity.  I 
ought  likewise  to  mention  to  his  credit,  that  he  powerfully 
assisted  the  inquiries  which  were  going  on  respecting  the 
taking  of  excessive  fees  from  the  suitors,  and  that  he  had  im- 
portant measures  in  preparation  for  correcting  judicial  abuses. 
Thus  was  Lord  Talbot  successfully  labouring  as  a  magistrate, 
and  if  his  life  had  been  spared  I  make  no  doubt  that  the 
praise  of  perfecting  our  equitable  system  would  have  been 
bestowed  upon  him  still  more  loudly  than  it  has  been  upon  his 
successor.! 

As  a  politician  we  read  hardly  any  thing  of  Lord  Talbot 
from  the  time  of  his  appointment  as  Chancellor.     This  arises 

♦    Huvter  V.  Murray,  Cas.  Temp.  Talb.  196. 

■)■  In  mentioning  the  universal  satisfaction  wliicli  Lord  Talbot  gave  as  a 
Judge,  perhaps  I  ought  to  have  excepted  old  Sarali  Ducliess  of  ]Marlborougli  ; 
but,  as  we  say  in  Scotland,  "  her  tongue  is  no  scandal,"  and  her  abuse  may  be 
considered  a  necessary  addition  to  the  commendation  of  others  —  to  make  out  a 
])erfect  character.  Pope  was  wrong  in  saying  that  her  ruling  passion  was  gra- 
tified, for  it  ever  remained  craving  and  insatiable  : 

"  From  loveless  youth  to  unrespectcd  age. 
No  j)assion  gratified  except  her  rage." 

I,ord  Talbot,  soon  after  his  api)ointment,  pronoiince<l  a  decree  against  her;  and 
she  scurrilously  abused  him  to  all  her  corresijondcnts.  Thus,  in  a  letter  to  Lord 
^larihmont,  tiated  Jiuie  11.  1731,  writing  about  election  i)etitions  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  she  s;iys,  "  there  will  I)e  one  against  my  Lord  Chancellor,  who  lias 
done  most  unbecoming  and  unjuslitiable  things  to  make  a  return  for  liis  son 
against  Mr.  Mansell  for  (U.uuorgansliire.  This  is  a  step  very  bad  to  begin  his 
reign  with  ;  but  it  is  certain  he  is  a  man  of  no  judgment,  wli:itever  knowledge  he 
may  have  in  the  law  ;  nor  does  he  know  any  thing  of  the  world,  or  the  <)ualitics 
of  a  gentleman." 
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from  the  profound  tranquillity  of  the  times — the  masterly  po- 
licy of  Walpole  having  warded  off  foreign  war,  suppressed 
Jacobitism,  and,  for  a  season,  paralysed  faction.  After  the 
tremendous  storm  excited  by  the  Excise  scheme  had  subsided, 
the  nation  was  pleased  by  the  marriage  of  the  King's  eldest 
daughter,  the  Princess  Anne,  to  the  Prince  of  Orange ;  the  ap- 
prehension of  plots  was  allayed  by  Bolingbroke's  retirement 
into  France,  and  for  three  years  nothing  more  memorable  oc- 
curred than  hopeless  motions  for  the  repeal  of  the  Test  Act  and 
of  the  Septennial  Act,  the  passing  of  the  Gin  Act,  Porteous's 
riots  in  Edinburgh,  and  the  blowing  up  of  a  little  gunpowder 
in  Westminster  Hall  to  frisfhten  the  Judges.  Lord  Mahon 
says,  "  it  was  to  stem  in  some  degree  the  formidable  attacks 
expected  in  the  Upper  House  on  his  dismissal  of  Chesterfield, 
Clinton,  Burlington,  Montrose,  ^Nlarchmont,  and  Stair,  for 
their  opposition  to  the  Excise  scheme,  that  Walpole  deter- 
mined to  send  there  two  of  his  most  eminent  commoners,  the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General."  *  But  for  a  long  time 
in  that  assembly  hardly  any  show  of  opposition  appeared. 
The  circumstance  of  the  Prime  Minister  continuing  a  com- 
moner —  then  quite  unexampled  —  diminished  the  conse- 
quence of  the  Lords,  and  they  were  rapidly  falling  from  the 
palmy  state  which  they  had  occupied  in  the  beginning  of  the 
century,  and  which,  without  more  energy,  I  see  little  pros- 
pect of  their  ever  resuming.  Lord  Talbot's  name  is  seldom 
mentioned  in  their  deliberations. 

He  took  his  seat  as  a  Peer,  on  the  17tli  of  January, 
1734,  being  the  first  day  of  the  seventh  session  of  the 
seventh  parliament  of  Great  Britain.  The  account  of  this 
ceremony  as  recorded  in  the  Journals  may  be  amusing. f 
"  The  Lord  President  acquainted  the  House  that  his  ]\Ia- 
jcsty  had  been  pleased  to  create  Charles  Talbot,  Esq., 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  a  Peer  of  this  realm. 
Whereui)on  his  Lordship,  taking  in  his  hand  the  purse  with 
the  Great  Seal,  retired   to  the    lower   end   of  the   House ; 


Vol. 


f  9  Pari.  Hist.   182. 
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and  having  there  put  on  his  robes  was  introduced  between     CHAP. 

CXXVIIF. 

the  Lord  Harrington  and  the  Lord  Delawarr  (also  in  their  '_ 


robes), — the  Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  Garter    a.  d.  1734. 

King    of    Arms,    the    Lord    Great    Chamberlain,   and    the 

Deputy  Earl  Marshal  of  England  preceding.     His  Lordship 

laid  down  his  patent  on  the  Chair  of  State  kneeling;  and 

from  thence  took  and  delivered  it  to  the  Clerk  who  read  the 

same  at  the  table.     [The  entry,  having  described  the  reading 

of  the  patent,  and  the  writ,  and  the  taking  of  the  oaths,  thus 

proceeds;]  which  done,  he  took  his  place  on  the  lower  end 

of  the  Baron's  bench ;  from  whence  he  went  to  the  upper 

end  of  the  Earl's  bench,  and  sat  there  as  Lord  Chancellor, 

and  then  returned  to  the  woolsack."* 

Lord  Talbot  is  mentioned  this  year  as  having  spoken  once,   ^rarch  28. 
and  once  only.     In  consequence  of  the  commencement  of  jj;'^  -oeech 
hostilities  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  between  the  Spaniards  i'      ^yy^' 
and  the  House  of  Austria,  a  message  was  brought  down  from  prepara- 
the  King  recommending  that  power  should  be  given  to  aug-  ^i'*"^- 
ment  the  forces,  and  a  motion  to  this  effect  was  made  by 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle.     This  being  opposed  by  Lord  Car- 
teret,   Lord    Chesterfield,    and   Lord   Bathurst,    the    Lord 
Chancellor  left  the  woolsack  and  spoke  as  follows :  "  The 
present  situation  of  aifairs  in  Europe  is  so  well  known  to 
every  noble  Lord  that  it  docs  not  require  to  be  detailed  by 
me  to  justify  the  course  proposed  by  the  government.     Con- 
sidering the    heavy  war  actually   begun,    and   the    different 
powers  already  actually  engaged  in  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  it  may  produce   imminent  dangers   to   this   nation  for 
which,  in  prudence,  and  for  the  preservation  of  our  own  neu- 
trality, wc  ought  to  be  prepared.     By  his  JNIajesty's  message 
he    asks    no  powers    beyond    those    already    constitutionally 
vested  in  him,  and  the  message  may  be  considered  only  as  an 
application  from  his  ]\Iajcsty  for  tlie  advice  of  his  parliament 
with  relation  to  what  may  be  thought  most  proper  to  be  done 
at  such  a  critical  juncture.     The  most  dutiful  and  becoming 
return  we  can  make,  Is,  in  my  opinion,  tlie  address  proposed 

*    1,1)1(1  Ilarduicko  t(K)k  liis  scat  as  a  IV'tT  tlie  sainu  tlav. 
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CHAP,     by  the  noble  Duke.     If,  without  any  appeal  to  parliament, 

ministers  had  augmented  our  forces  by  sea  and  land,  can 

A.  D.  1734.  there  be  a  doubt  that  parliament  would  have  approved  of 
what  was  necessary  for  our  defence,  and  would  have  pro- 
vided for  the  necessary  expence  thereby  occasioned  ?  If  the 
increased  force  should  be  unnecessary,  and  the  expence  of 
it  thrown  away,  there  is  nothing  in  the  address  to  justify 
such  mismanagement,  and  the  next  parliament  will  be  at  full 
liberty  to  animadvert  on  his  Majesty's  advisers  as  if  no  such 
message  had  been  brought  down,  and  no  such  address  had 
been  voted.  As  between  parliament  and  the  government, 
the  power  of  censure  and  of  punishment  remains  untouched. 
I  will  grant,  my  Lords,  that  by  the  address  proposed  the  mi- 
nisters may  have  a  little  more  credit  among  the  people  than 
otherwise  they  might  have  had.  I  will  allow  that  by  the 
address  the  honour  of  parliament  will  be  engaged  to  pro- 
vide for  the  expence  to  be  incurred,  whether  inevitable  or 
imnecessary.  But  this  is  the  very  reason  why  I  support  the 
course  proposed  for  our  adoption.  Surely,  in  our  dangerous 
situation  from  the  disturbed  state  of  Europe,  we  are  not  to 
be  left  defenceless  for  fear  a  bad  use  should  be  made  of  the 
means  granted  for  our  defence.  Without  confidence,  neither 
the  affairs  of  individuals  nor  of  nations  can  be  conducted. 
There  may  be  a  breach  of  trust ;  yet  trustees  must  be  ap- 
pointed. Ministers  may  be  guilty  of  delinquencies,  but  you 
must  vest  in  them  power  to  provide  for  the  public  safety, 
and  that  power  must  be  increased  in  proportion  to  the  perils 
which  surround  you.  His  Majesty  tells  us  there  is  nothing 
he  has  more  at  heart  than  to  see  the  flame  of  war  extin- 
guished before  we  are  involved  in  it ;  and  to  strengthen  his 
hands  for  this  purpose,  nothing  can  be  so  effectual  as  to  show 
to  the  world  the  perfect  harmony  which  is  subsisting  between 
his  Majesty  and  his  parliament.  This  address  will  prove  to 
Europe  that  his  Majesty  has  all  the  resources  of  this  mighty 
nation  completely  at  his  command,  and  will  enable  him  to 
arbitrate  irresistibly  for  the  general  good.  This  parliament 
must  very  speedily  be  dissolved,  as  nearly  seven  years  have 
expired  since  it  was  summoned.     Let  its  last  act  be  to  de- 


LIFE    OF    LORD    TALBOT.  675 

clare  that  as  we  are  free  at  home,  we  are  determined  to  be     chap. 

CXXVIII 

respected  abroad.     *  Britons  never  will  be  slaves.'     This  sen-  '_ 


timent  will  be  repeated  by  all  the  constituent  body  at  the  ad.  1735. 
coming  elections,  and  will  be  the  rallying  cry  of  the  new 
House  of  Commons.  When  his  Majesty  is  thus  seen  to  be 
warmly  supported  by  a  parliament  which  is  to  last  seven 
years,  we  may  rest  assured  that  he  Avill  be  able  to  restore 
tranquillity  to  the  Continent  on  equitable  terms,  and 
that  at  all  events  he  will  eiFectually  provide  for  British 
interests,  and  make  the  British  name  respected  all  over 
the  world."  The  address  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  101 
to  58.* 

The  business  which  seems  chiefly  to  have  occupied  the  ^■^\^'^^^- 

•  1         r>  n         •  •  n  Defects  of 

Upper  House  in  the  following  session,  arose  out  of  a  com-  represent- 
plaint  respecting  intimidation    and   undue  influence  in   the   ^'""j 
election  of  the  sixteen  Peers  for  Scotland.     The  Lord  Chan-   Peerage. 
cellor  had  to  speak  frequently  on  the  subject,  and  to  write 
letters  by  order  of  the  House  to  the  complainants,  who  were 
Scotch  Peers ;  but  their  petition  was  at  last  dismissed,  the 
nomination  remaining  with  the  government, — and  the  subject 
was  without  permanent  interest,  f     The  proper  remedy  was 
pointed  out  by  Lord  Sunderland's  Peerage  bill,  by  giving  a 
certain  number  of  hereditary  seats  in  the  Plouse  of  Lords  to 
the  Scotch  Peerage.  —  The  only  other  subject  on  which  the   -''"•'•''^•s  at 

,  ,  n         .  1  1  '     1  ,  .  .  1        elections. 

Chancellor  is  stated  to  have  spoken  this  session,  was  tlie 
quartering  of  soldiers  at  elections,  and  no  intelligible  account 
of  his  speech  is  preserved.  He  maintained  that  tlicre  Avas  no 
law  for  taking  troops  from  places  where  parliamentary  elec- 
tions are  going  forward  ;  that  an  express  law  against  their 
being  allowed  to  be  present  would  destroy  a  useful  discretion 
in  cases  of  necessity;  that  the  difHciilties  surrounding  the 
subject  would  for  ever  prevent  legislation  upon  it ;  and  that 
the  wise  course  would  l)c  to  leave  all  to  tlie  ministers  <»f  the 
crown  upon  their  ])arliamentary  res])onsil)ility4 

During  the  session  of  1736,  the  liord  Chancellor  is  not 
mentioned  as  having  spoken  once,  and  the  only  subjects  of 

•    !)  Pari.   Hist.   .'^iO— 559.  f   '»  I'.irl.   Ilisf.  7'-'0_T9(;. 
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A.D.  1737. 
Speech  in 
the  King's 
name  on 
public  dis- 
turbances. 


debate  recorded  in  the  Lords  were  respecting  the  collection  of 
Quakers'  tithes,  and  the  prevention  of  smuggling.  * 

On  the  first  day  of  the  session  of  1737,  the  Speaker  and 
the  Commons  having  come  to  the  bar,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
being  seated  on  a  bench  on  the  steps  of  the  throne  along  with 
Frederick  Prince  of  Wales,  and  other  Commissioners,  spoke 
as  follows :  — 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
**  We  are  commanded  by  his  Majesty  to  let  you  know 
that,  as  it  is  not  convenient  for  his  Majesty  to  be  here  this 
day  in  his  royal  person,  he  has  been  pleased,  by  letters  patent 
under  the  Great  Seal,  to  authorise  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  several  other  Lords,  to  do  every  thing 
in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  which  ought  to  be  done  on  the 
part  of  his  Majesty  in  this  parliament." 

The  letters  patent  being  then  read,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
spoke  as  follows :  — 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  In  pursuance  of  the  authority  given  us  by  his  Majesty's 
Commission  under  the  Great  Seal,  amongst  other  things,  to 
declare  the  causes  of  holding  this  parliament,  we  are,  by  his 
Majesty's  command,  to  state  to  you  that  his  Majesty  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  direct  us  to  acquaint  you  that  he  hath 
seen,  with  the  greatest  satlsftxction,  the  unwearied  application 
of  this  parliament  in  framing  good  laws,  for  advancing  the 
prosperity,  and  securing  the  welfare  of  his  loving  subjects; 
and  that  it  hath  been  one  of  his  Majesty's  principal  cares  to 
enforce  them  by  a  due  execution,  with  the  strictest  regard  to 
the  rights  and  properties  of  the  people,  no  invasion  whereof 
can  with  any  colour  be  suggested  by  the  most  malicious 
enemies  of  the  present  establishment.  Whilst  this  hath  been 
our  condition,  his  Majesty  cannot  but  observe  that  it  must 
be  matter  of  the  utmost  surprise  and  concern  to  every  true 
lover  of  his  country,  to  see  the  many  contrivances  and  at- 
tempts carried  on  in  various  shapes,  and  in  different  parts  of 
the  nation,  tumultuously  to  resist  and  obstruct  the  execution 


9  Pari.  Hist.  9G9— 1270. 
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of  the  laws,  and  to  violate  the  peace  of  this  kingdom.    These     chap. 

disturbers  of  the  public  repose,  conscious  that  the  interests  of  '_ 

his  Majesty  and  his  people  are  the  same,  and  of  the  good 
harmony  which  happily  subsists  betw^een  him  and  his  parlia- 
ment, have  levelled  their  sedition  against  both,  and  in  their 
late  outrages  have  either  directly  opposed,  or  at  least  en- 
deavoured to  render  ineffectual,  some  acts  of  the  whole  legis- 
lature. His  Majesty,  in  his  great  wisdom,  thinks  it  affords  a 
melancholy  prosj>ect  to  consider  to  what  height  these  au- 
dacious practices  may  rise,  if  not  timely  suppressed,  and  that 
it  deserves  no  small  attention  that  they  may  go  on  to  affect 
private  persons  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  their  property,  as 
well  as  the  general  peace  and  good  order  of  the  whole.  His 
Majesty  apprehends  it  to  be  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  a 
subject  of  this  nature,  and  therefore  hath  commanded  us 
barely  to  mention  it  to  you,  who,  by  the  constant  tenour  of 
your  conduct,  have  shown  that  you  consider  the  supjwrt  of 
his  government  as  inseparable  from  the  j)reservation  of  the 
public  tranquillity  and  your  own  safety." 

This  speech  referred  to  riots  in  London  in  consequence  of  Tiie 
the  act  to  check  the  drinkin<T  of  ";in, — to  an  insuiTcction  in  the   ^.''"■^';""^ 

.  .  .  TlOtS  HI 

West  against  turnpike  gates,  —  to  a  dispersion   of  libels   in   Edinburgii. 
Westminster  Hall  while  the  Judges  Avcre  sitting  there  by 
means  of  an  explosion  of  gunpowder,  —  and,  above  all,  to  the 
murder  of  Captain  Porteous  by  a  general  rising  of  the  citizens 
of  Edinburo;h. 

It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  the  first  measure  brought  in  by   J"'<1 
the  ministers  as  a  cure  for  these  evils  was  opposed  by  Lord   ,„,y^,^^.^  tiio 
Chancellor  Talbot,  as  well  as  by  Lord  Chief  Justice  Hard-  '  Mii,igj;iin.; 

.    ,  ,  1         1  T»  *  nil  •  1  Ml  bill,'  as  cii- 

wickc,  and  several  other  i  ecrs.      iliis  was  a  bill  to  prevent  croaiiiing 
snuifTfTlinG:,  which  contained  a  clause   "  subjecting  any  three   ""  "'^'    ^ 
persons  travelling  witli  arms  to  the  penalty  ot  transportation,   the  Mibjut. 
on  proof  by  two  witnesses  that  their  intention  was  to  assist  in 
the  clandestine  landing,  or  carrying  away  prohibited  or  un- 
customed goods."    The  opposers  said,  "  \Ve  have  in  our  laws 
no  such  thing  as  a  crime  l)y  iin[)lication,  nor  can  a  malicious 
intention  ever  be   proved  by  witnesses.      Facts  only  are  ad- 
mittt'd   to   be   proved,  and   from  these  facts  tlu\ju(lge  and  tin- 
Jui'v  are    to   detennlne   with  what    iiiteutioii   they  we)'e  ct>in- 
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CHAP,     mitted;  but  no  judge  or  jury  can  ever  by  our  laws  suppose, 
much  less  determine,  that  an  action  in  itself  innocent  or  in- 


different, was  attended  with  a  criminal  and  malicious  intention. 
Another  security  for  our  liberties  is,  that  no  subject  can  be 
imprisoned  unless  some  felonious  and  high  crime  be  sworn 
against  him.  This,  with  respect  to  private  men,  is  the  very 
foundation-stone  of  all  our  liberties  ;  and  if  we  remove  it,  if 
we  but  knock  off  a  corner,  we  may  probably  overturn  the 
whole  fabric.  A  third  guard  for  our  liberties  is  that  right 
» which  every  subject  has,  not  only  to  provide  himself  with 
,  arms  proper  for  his  defence,  but  to  accustom  himself  to  the 
use  of  those  arms,  and  to  travel  with  them  wherever  he  has 
a  mind.  But  this  clause  is  repugnant  to  all  the  maxims  of 
free  government.  No  presumption  of  a  crime  can  be  drawn 
from  the  mere  wearing  of  arms,  an  act  not  only  innocent  but 
highly  commendable, —  and  to  admit  witnesses  to  swear  '  that 
men  are  armed  in  order  to  assist  in  smuggling,'  would  be  ad- 
mitting witnesses  to  prove  an  intention,  which  is  inconsistent 
with  the  whole  tenour  of  our  laws."  *  They  objected  to 
another  provision,  subjecting  a  party  against  whom  a  charge 
was  preferred  that  he  intended  to  assist  in  smuggling,  to 
imprisonment  without  bail,  though  the  offence  itself  were 
in  its  nature  bailable ;  —  to  another  which  made  informations 
for  assaults  upon  revenue  officers  triable  in  any  county  in 
England,  —  and  still  more  to  the  protection  thrown  round  the 
same  favoured  class,  "  that  the  justices  should  be  bound  to 
admit  them  to  bail  on  charges  of  killing  or  Avounding  any  one 
in  the  execution  of  their  duty."  f  The  bill  was  carried,  though 
by  a  small  majority,  and  still  remaining  in  force,  is  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Hallam  as  an  illustration  how,  in  framing 
our  fiscal  code,  "  a  sad  necessity  has  overruled  the  maxims  of 
ancient  law,"  so  that  "  it  is  to  be  counted  as  a  set-off  against 
the  advantages  of  the  Revolution,  and  has,  in  fact,  diminished 
the  freedom  and  justice  which  we  claim  for  our  polity." 
Prelimi-  Lord  Talbot   took  up    the   prosecution  of  the    Portcous 

nary  steps     j-jQ^^g^.g  ^yi^}^  great  vlgour,  and  exin-csscd  his  heart v  concur- 

lor  the  ])ro-  n  n  ^  l  ^ 

*   What  would   thuy   have  said  of  an  enactment  iiiakinr;   it   a  tran'i)ortaijle 
oll'cnce  simply  to  he  "out  of  doors  between  sun^^ct  and  sunrise?" 
t    Const.   Hist.  iii.  HS!.  ;    Pari.   Hist.  i.\.    r_"J9. 
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rence  in  the  resolution  of  the  government  to  bring  them  to     CHAP. 
condign  punishment.     An  order  was  made  that  the  Lord 


Provost  of  Edinburgh,  the  four  Bailies,  the  Commander  of  secution  of 
the  City  Guard,  and  the  Commander  of  the  King's  troops  in  |J^„^*"' 
the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  should  attend   at  the  bar  of  the  rioters. 
House.     But  a  great  calamity  was  now  impending  over  the 
nation. 

Before  the  day  for  the  attendance  of  the  parties  arrived.  Lord  Lord  Tal- 
Talbot  was  no  more.  When  apparently  in  the  enjoyment  of  d'en^inness 
perfect  health,  when  in  the  full  possession  of  the  confidence  and  and  death, 
esteem  of  his  Sovereign,  and  of  all  classes  in  society,  —  while 
equally  respected  by  his  countrymen  of  all  political  parties, 
and  all  religious  persuasions, — while  he  was  supposed  to  have 
before  him  a  long  career  of  usefulness  and  glory,  —  he  was 
suddenly  seized  with  a  spasm  in  the  heart,  which  from  the 
first  was  pronounced  to  be  fatal.  Being  made  sensible  that 
his  dissolution  approached,  he  prepared  for  it  with  fortitude 
and  serenity.  He  had  a  brief  space  allowed  him  to  settle  his 
worldly  affairs,  and  having  received  the  last  consolations  of 
religion,  he  set  a  pattern  of  dying,  as  he  had  always  lived, — 
like  a  Christian.  Early  in  the  morning  of  Wednesday  the 
14th  of  February,  1737,  he  expired  at  his  house  in  Lincoln's 
Inn  Fields,  in  the  fifty-third  year  of  his  age. 

The  news  was  received  with  consternation,  not  only  in 
AVestminstcr  Hall  and  in  the  House  of  Lords,  where  he  was 
that  day  expected  to  have  presided,  but  there  Avas  a  gloom 
cast  over  the  whole  metropolis,  as  if  every  family  had  been 
visited  with  the  loss  of  a  beloved  relative. 

A  general  desire  was  felt  that  he  should  have  a  j)ul)lic  m-'  I'urial. 
funeral,  and  that  his  remains  should  be  deposited  in  AVest- 
mlnstcr  Abbey  ;  but,  according  to  a  wish  which,  when  dy- 
ing, he  had  intimated,  he  was  buried,  attended  only  by  his 
children  and  nearest  connections,  in  the  clianccl  ol'  the  ])arish 
church  of  Barrington,  in  Gloucestershire,  where  some  of  his 
ancestors  reposed.  * 


*    On  Ills  coffin  were  cn^jravcd   liis  arms,   tlic  inirse,  niaci',  and  regalia,  on  a 
hra-.s  ])lat(.',  witli  tliis  in"icri[)tioii  ;  — 

\   X     1 
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racters of 
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In  the 
Gentle- 
man's Ma- 
gazine. 


Instead  of  now  attempting  to  draw  a  character  of  Lord 
Talbot,  I  shall  best  please  my  readers  by  introducing  some 
of  the  contemporary  eulogiums  pronounced  upon  him ;  for 
every  notice  of  him  was  an  unqualified  eulogium.  Those 
who  value  him  as  I  do  can  never  tire  of  the  repetition  of  his 
praise. 

Tlie  obituary  of  the  succeeding  number  of  the  "  Gentle- 
man's Magazine "  contained  the  following  statement :  — 
"  Feb.  14.  Charles  Talbot,  Lord  Talbot,  &c.,  in  whom  all 
the  qualities  that  can  constitute  a  good  man,  or  can  adorn  a 
wise  one,  were  eminently  united.  No  man  ever  arrived  to 
his  high  dignity  with  such  universal  approbation,  nor  con- 
ducted himself  in  it  with  such  universal  applause ;  no  man 
Avas  ever  more  the  delight  of  his  country,  or  had  a  larger 
share  of  the  hearts  and  affections  of  the  people,  and  yet  he 
never  made  use  of  any  other  method  to  please  than  a  con- 
stant course  of  wisdom  and  virtue.  He  had  the  peculiar 
felicity  to  join  together  those  contrary  qualities  so  rare  to  be 
met  with  in  the  same  person,  the  mildest  disposition  with  the 
greatest  firmness  of  mind  ;  and,  at  the  same  time  that  he  had 
a  heart  susceptible  of  the  strongest  impressions  of  tenderness 
and  compassion,  he  maintained  inviolably  the  strictest  justice 
and  most  inflexible  integrity.  He  had  a  mind  so  enlightened, 
that  no  falsehood  could  ever  elude  his  sight,  but,  Avith  inimit- 
able sagacity,  he  would  pursue  her  through  all  the  intricate 
labyrinths  which  she  took  to  escape  him.  His  judgment  was 
so  clear,  that  he  could  at  one  view  discover  the  most  en- 
tangled points ;  and  yet  he  had  patience  and  temper  to  hear 
every  thing  that  could  be  said  on  the  most  plain  and  obvious. 
He  always  chose  to  make  truth  appear  in  native  simplicity, 
though  he  could  have  adorned  it  with  all  the  graces  of  rhe- 
toric. He  was,  in  all  characters  and  relations  of  life,  one  of 
the  ablest,  greatest,  uprightest  men  that  any  age  or  nation 
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has  produced,  and  was  not  only  an  honour  to  his  country  but  CHAP. 

^               '                             •;                                           ^  cxxvui. 

an  ornament  to  human  nature.  . 


In  another  periodical  work,  in  great  circulation  at  the 
time,  though  long  forgotten*,  he  was  thus  characterised 
by  one  who  seems  to  have  known  him  well  in  domestic 
life :  —  "  His  religion  was  his  governing  principle ;  it  was  well 
grounded  and  active  ;  his  piety  was  rational  and  manly.  He  in  another 
was  a  sincere  son  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  ready  to  P^'"o*l'<^'- 
maintain  her  in  her  just  rights  and  legal  possessions.  He 
was  an  enemy  to  persecution,  and  had  a  diffusive  general  and 
Christian  charity,  which  made  him  a  friend  to  all  mankind. 
He  had  a  great  regard  for  such  of  the  most  worthy  of  the 
clergy  as  were  distinguished  by  their  learning,  sincerity, 
moderation,  and  charity.  He  was  a  careful  and  indulgent 
father,  and  as  no  man  ever  deserved  more  of  his  children,  no 
man  could  be  more  aifectionately  beloved  by  them ;  there 
was  something  so  peculiar  in  this  respect,  that  none  seemed 
to  know  how  to  be  in  such  friendship  with  his  sons  as  my 
Lord  Chancellor.  The  harmony  which  subsisted  in  his  house 
was  a  very  great  pleasure  to  all  who  beheld  it." 

Another  notice  of  him,  written  by  a  friend,  said,  — 
"  He  was  the  delight  and  honour  of  his  country,  both  in 
his  judicial  and  ministerial  capacity.  Eloquence  never 
afforded  greater  charms  from  any  orator  than  when  the 
public  attention  listened  to  his  sentiments  delivered  with 
the  most  graceful  modesty.  In  apprehension  he  so  far 
exceeded  the  common  rank  of  men,  tliat  he  instantaneously, 
or  by  a  kind  of  intuition,  saw  the  strength  or  imperfection 
of  any  argument ;  and  so  penetrating  was  his  sagacity,  that 
the  most  intricate  and  perplexing  mazes  of  the  law  could 
never  so  involve  and  darken  the  truth  as  to  conceal  it  from 
his  discernment.  So  excellent  was  liis  temper,  so  candid 
liis  disposition  in  debate,  that  he  never  offended  those  wliose 
arguments  lie  opposed.  When  intrusted  with  the  (ireat 
Seal,  his  universal  affability,  his  easiness  of  access,  and  his 
irrcat  desi)atch  of  business,  eniraired  to  liim  tlie  affection  and 
ahnost    veneration  of  all   who   :ii)pi"oache(l  him.      By  clenrlv 

«    Slo  W'w'x.   Brit,  title  "'riill)()t." 
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delivering,  with  his  decrees,  the  reasons  on  which  they  were 
founded,  he  made  his  Court  a  very  instructive  school  of 
equity,  and  his  decisions  were  generally  attended  with  such 
conviction  to  the  parties  against  whose  interest  they  were 
made,  that  their  acquiescence  in  them  prevented  any  further 
expence.  When  he  could  obtain  a  short  interval  from 
business,  the  pompous  formalities  of  his  station  were  thrown 
aside;  his  table  was  a  scene  where  wisdom  and  science 
shone,  enlivened  and  adorned  with  elegance  of  wit.  There 
was  joined  the  utmost  freedom  of  dispute  with  the  highest 
good  breeding,  and  the  vivacity  of  mirth  with  primitive 
simplicity  of  manners.  When  he  had  leisure  for  exercise, 
he  delighted  in  field  sports,  and  even  in  those  trifles  showed 
that  he  was  formed  to  excel  in  whatever  he  engaged.  If  he 
had  relaxed  more  from  the  fatigues  of  office,  the  nation 
might  not  yet  have  deplored  a  loss  it  could  so  ill  sustain. 
But  though  he  was  removed  at  a  season  of  life  when  others 
but  begin  to  shine,  he  might  justly  have  said,  "  se  satis  et 
ad  vitam  et  ad  gloriam  vixisse,"  and  his  death  united  in 
one  general  concern  a  nation  which  scarce  ever  unanimously 
agreed  in  any  other  particular ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
warmth  of  our  political  divisions,  each  party  endeavoured  to 
outvie  the  other  in  due  reverence  to  his  memory."* 

These  characters  of  Lord  Talbot  were  supposed  to  come 
from  men  of  the  same  political  party  with  himself;  but  the 
"  Craftsman,"  then  under  the  influence  of  Bolingbroke 
and  Pulteney,  and  in  such  bitter  opposition  to  Sir  R.  Wal- 
pole's  government  as  to  be  several  times  prosecuted  ex  officio, 
thus  spoke  of  him,  who,  when  a  law  officer  of  the  crown, 
had  assisted  in  these  prosecutions  :  —  "  He  rose,  by  merit,  to 
the  head  of  his  profession,  and  not  only  supported  himself  in 
it  with  dignity,  but  adorned  it,  and  acquired  every  day  new 
praise  and  esteem.  His  prudence,  moderation,  and  patience 
in  the  execution  of  his  office,  even  amidst  the  highest  pro%  o- 
cations,  make  one  shining  part  of  his  character,  and  arc 
hardly  to  be  paralleled  by  any  instances  of  tliosc  who  liavc 
sat  before  him  upon  that  bench.     Yet  notwithstanding  this 


'    Sue  Bio;^.  Br.  Chalmers,  "  Lord  Talbot." 
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amiable  disposition  of  mind,  he  discovered  such  courage  and     CFIAP. 
resolution  upon  all  occasions,  as  could  not  be  shaken  by  the  '_ 


tricks  of  the  wealthy,  the  applications  of  the  powerful,  or 
the  tears  of  the  distressed.  In  a  word,  he  possessed  all  the 
great  talents  of  his  most  renowned  predecessors,  without  any 
of  their  frailties,  and  hath  left  a  noble  example  to  all  his 
successors,  so  that  he  was  not  only  a  blessing  to  the  age  in 
which  he  lived,  but  may  possibly  derive  the  same  happiness 
to  his  posterity,  by  exciting  those  who  follow  him  in  that 
high  office  to  an  emulation  of  his  virtues.  The  great  increase 
of  business  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  since  the  Seal  was  put 
into  his  hands,  is  an  evident  proof  of  that  confidence  which 
the  suitors  reposed  in  him,  and  will  do  immortal  honour  to 
his  memory,  though  it  proved  fatal  to  his  life ;  for  the 
constant  fatigue  of  his  employment  was  one  of  the  principal 
causes  of  his  deatli,  and  therefore  he  may  be  truly  said  to 
have  fallen  a  martyr  to  the  public  good!  He  died  full  of 
glory,  but  to  the  great  misfortune  of  his  country,  not  full  of 
years  ;  and  the  general  sorrow  which  his  death  lias  occa- 
sioned, will  do  his  noble  family  more  honour  than  the 
highest  titles,  or  the  most  sumptuous  monuments."  * 

Smollet,  who  seldom  rises  above  a  dry  and  uninteresting    iJySmolkt. 
narrative  of  political  facts,  cliaracterlses  Lord  Talbot  as  pos- 
sessing "  the  spirit  of  a  lloman  senator,  the  elegance  of  an 
Attlcus,  and  the  integrity  of  a  Cato."t 

All  subsequent  historians  who  treat  of  tliat  period,  swell  i5y  Timiai. 
the  note  of  praise.  Says  Tiudal,  — "  He  was  an  illustrious 
exception  to  the  venality  charged  upon  the  profession  of  the 
law ;  his  life  was  moral,  his  heart  was  good,  and  his  licad  was 
clear;  nor  did  ever  man  fill  that  liigh  station  with  greater 
abilities  and  approbation  of  the  public.  But  just  as  the 
nation  was  in  a  manner  l)cginning  to  rcaj)  tlic  benefits  (tf  liis 
virtues,  lie  was  snatched  away  l)y  death."* ^: 

I  will  only  farther  quote  our  most  recent  liistorian,  who, 


*    CraftMiian,  A.  1).  1737.  f    \'()1.  iii.  p.  .l  1. 

t  Tinil.  ('out.  x\-.  ;MO.  Tindal.  in  ^tatiii'.;  Lord  Talliot's  appoiiitim-nf  as 
f'lianccllor,  liad  said  —  "  Hi-  was  lonkod  iijio!)  as  one  of  the  clcarcst-lu-adiil  .is 
well  as  the  l)L'sl-hcarti.'d  lawvLis  th.it  ever  inactisid." 
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Praise  of 
Lord  Tal- 
bot by  Poi)e 
in  epistle  to 
I>ord  I3ath- 
urst. 


after  referring  to  Lord  Hardwicke,  says:  —  "Lord  Talbot 
is  less  conspicuous  in  history  only  because  he  was  more  brief 
in  life ;  he  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two,  and  even  amidst  the 
strife  of  parties  was  universally  lamented  as  a  man  of  the 
highest  legal  talents,  of  ununpeachable  character,  and  of 
most  winning  gentleness  of  manners."  * 

The  Muses  likewise  were  invoked  to  do  honour  to  the 
memory  of  Lord  Talbot.  Soon  after  his  death  there  was 
printed  and  privately  circulated  the  following  Elegy  which 
shows  at  least  a  deep  feeling  of  the  virtues  of  the  deceased :  — 

"  Magnos  saepe  viros  cecinit  cum  Musa,  repente 

Obstrepuit  misery  turba  maligna  lyra5. 
Scilicet  arguitur  carmen,  quia  displicct  hcros, 

Et  mala,  quaj  jactat  fama,  Poeta  luit. 
At  vos  securi  Talbotum  dicite  Vates  ! 

In  quo  nil  livor  quod  male  rodat  habet. 
Jure  Immana  a  se  qui  nulla  aliena  putavitf- 

Delicium  humana;  gentis  habendus  erat. 
Partium  in  hoc  non  est  studio  locus,  omnibus  idem 

Uti  vixit  charus,  flebilis  interiit." 

The  most  eminent  English  poets  joined  in  the  same  strain. 
Pope  in  the  early  editions  of  his  Epistle  to  Lord  Bathurst, 
"  on  the  Use  of  Riches,"  thus  sang :  — 

*'  The  sense  to  value  riches  with  the  art 
T'enjoy  them,  and  the  virtue  to  impart, 
Not  meanly  nor  ambitiously  pursued, 
Not  sunk  by  sloth,  nor  rais'd  by  servitude. 
To  balance  fortune  by  a  just  expence. 
Join  with  economy  magnificence. 
With  splendour  charity,  with  plenty  liealtli, 
O  teach  us,  Talbot!  thou'rt  unspoil'd  by  wealth, 
That  secret  rare,  between  th' extremes  to  move 
Of  mad  good  nature  and  of  mean  self-love. 
Who  is  it  copies  TAi.iior's  Ijctter  part. 
To  ease  th'  oppress'd,  and  raise  the  sinking  heart  ? 
Where'er  he  shines,  O,  Fortune,  gild  the  scene, 
And  angels  guard  him  in  the  golden  mean. 
At  Barrington  shall  English  bounty  stand. 
And  Ileiisol's  honour  never  leave  the  land. 
His  glories  in  his  j)rogeny  shall  shine, 
And  propagate  the  virtue  still  divine." 


*    Vol.  ii.  257. 

f   Alluding  to  his  mott),  "  llumani  nihil  alienum." 

j  For  some  reason  which  no  commentator  has  explained,  in  the  later  editions 
of  this  epistle  the  name  of  Talbot  is  entirely  excliuled,  and  it  is  fumed  into  a 
dialogue  between  the  poet  and  Ford  Bathurst.  Warton,  in  his  "  Fife  of  Pojje," 
in  reference  to  Ford  Bathurst,  says  —  '•  1  never  saw  lliis  very  aniial)le  old  nol)le- 
man,  whose  wit,  vivacity,  sense,  and  integrity  are  well  known,  but  he  repeatedly 
ex])ressed  his  disgust  and   his  surprise   at    finding    in   later   editions   this    J:'pislle 
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A  most  touching  poetical  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Lord     CHAP. 

CXXVIII 

Talbot  comes  incidentally  from  the  author  of  the  Seasons,  1 

in  lamenting  the  early  death  of  him  who  was  thought  de-  By  Thom- 
stined  to  inherit  his  name  and  his  virtues.     The  Chancellor,  ^*'"' '" 

poom  on 

always  fond  of  the  society  of  literary  men,  and  eager  to  Liberty 
patronise  literary  merit,  had  formed  an  acquaintance  with 
Thomson  soon  after  the  publication  of  Winter,  had  ap- 
pointed him  to  the  office  of  "  Secretary  of  Briefs,"  and  sent 
him  to  make  the  tour  of  Europe  with  his  eldest  son.  Tliis 
promising  youth  died  of  a  fever  soon  after  his  return  from 
his  travels,  and  his  sorrowing  tutor  and  friend  thus  opens  the 
Poem  on  Liberty,  which  was  to  have  been  dedicated  to 
him :  — 

"  O  my  lamented  Talbot  !  while  with  thee 
The  Muse  gay  rov'd  the  glad  Hesperian  round, 
And  drew  th'  inspiring  breath  of  ancient  arts  ; 
Ah,  little  thought  she  her  returning  verse 
Should  sing  our  darling  subject  to  thy  shade. 
And  does  the  mystic  veil,  from  mortal  beam. 
Involve  those  eyes  where  every  virtue  smil'd, 
And  all  thy  father's  candid  spirit  shone  ? 
The  light  of  reason,  pure,  without  a  cloud  ; 
Full  of  the  generous  heart,  the  mild  regard; 
Honour  disdaining  blemish,  cordial  faith, 
And  limpid  truth,  that  looks  the  very  soul." 

Tliomson  afterwards  published  a  long  Poem  to  the  memory   Tiiomson's 
of  Lord  Talbot,  which  is  rather  diffuse,  but  from  which  some  |',"""  '" 

'  '  tlie  memory 

passages  may  fitly  be  extracted.  of  Lord 


"  Let  the  low-minded  of  these  narrow  days 
No  more  presume  to  deem  the  lofty  tale 
Of  ancient  times,  in  pity  to  their  own, 
Romance.      In  Talbot  we  united  saw 
The  ]iiercing  eye,  the  (jiiick  cnlighten'd  soul, 
'I'liu  graceful  ease,  the  flowing  tongue  of  (ireecc, 
Join'd  to  the  virtues  and  tlie  force  of  Rome." 

"  All  his  parts. 

His  virtues  all,  collected,  sought  the  good 
Of  human  kind.      I'or  t/iat  he,  fervent,  felt 
The  throb  of  patriots  when  tluy  model  states. 
Anxious  for  tfiiit,  nor  needful  sleep  could  liold 
His  still-awaken'd  sold  ;   nor  friends  had  charms 


awkwardly  converted   into   a   Dialogue,   in  which    lie   lias  little  to  tav.      And  1 
remember  he  once  remarked  that  this  line, 

'•  r.    Hut  you  are  tir'd.       Ill  tell  a  tale.       15.    .Agreed," 

was  insupiiortahlv  insipiil  anil  flat.  —  p.  xxxiii. 


Talbot. 
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To  steal  with  pleasing  guile  one  useful  hour  ; 
Toil  knew  no  languor,  no  attraction  joy." 

"  How  the  heart  listen'd  while  he,  pleading,  spoke  ! 
While  on  th'  enlightcn'd  mind,  with  winning  art, 
His  gentle  reason  to  persuasion  stole. 
That  the  charm'd  hearer  thought  it  was  his  own."  ....  * 

"  Plac'd  on  the  seat  of  justice,  there  he  reign 'd. 
In  a  superior  sphere  of  cloudless  day, 
A  pure  intelligence.      No  tumult  there, 
No  dark  emotion,  no  intemperate  heat. 
No  passion  e'er  disturb'd  the  clear  serene 

That  round  him  spread 

Till  at  the  last,  evolv'd,  it  full  appear'd, 
And  ev'n  the  loser  own'd  the  just  decree. 
But  when  in  Senates  he,  to  freedom  firm, 
Enlighten'd  freedom,  plann'd  salubrious  laws. 
His  various  learning,  his  wide  knowledge,  then 
Spontaneous  seem'd  from  simple  sense  to  flow.".  .  .  . 

"  I,  too,  remember  well  that  cheerful  bowl 
Which  round  his  table  flow'd.      The  serious  there 
Mix'd  with  the  sportive,  with  the  learn'd  the  plain ; 
Mirth  soften'd  wisdom,  candour  temper'd  mirth ; 
And  wit  its  honey  lent  without  the  sting." 

I  have  only  further  to  state,"  that  Lord  Talbot,  soon  after 
he  was  called  to  the  bar,  married  Cecil,  daughter  of  Charles 
Matthews,  Esquire,  of  Castle-y-Menich,  in  Glamorganshire, 
and  great-granddaughter  of  the  famous  Judge  Jenkins,  who 
defied  the  tyranny  of  the  Long  Parliament,  and  from  whom 
descended  to  the  Chancellor's  family  the  estate  of  Hensol. 
With  her  he  lived  in  ■  a  state  of  great  connubial  happiness, 
and  she  brought  him  a  numerous  offspring.  The  eldest  son, 
of  whom  such  hopes  were  entertained,  the  pupil  of  Thomson, 
died,  as  we  have  seen,  before  his  talents  and  accomplishments 
could  be  of  service  to  his  country.  William,  the  next 
brother,  succeeded  to  his  father's  title,  estates,  and  -sirtucs. 
Of  him  it  is  related,  that  in  the  debate,  in  1741,  on  the  dis- 
mission of  Sir  Robert  Walpolc,  being  rudely  called  to  order 
by  Lord  Cholmondlcy,  "  he  declared  himself  an  independent 
Peer,  a  character  which  he  would  not  forfeit  for  tlie  smiles  of 
a  court,  the  profit  of  an  employment,  or  the  reward  of  a 
pension :  he  said,  when  he  w^as  engaged  on  the  side  of 
truth,  he  would  trample  on  the  insolence  that  would  com- 
mand him  to  suppress  his  sentiments."  *  He  was  afterwards 
created  Earl  Talbot  and  Baron  Dynevor,  with  a  remainder 


Smollet,  ii.  ;{97 
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of  this  barony  to  his  (laughter,  an  only  child.     She  married     CHAP, 


the  heir  of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Rices,  in  the  county  of 
Caermarthen,  and  their  son,  the  present  Lord  Dynevor,  is 
the  heir-general  of  the  Chancellor.*  The  earldom  becoming 
extinct,  the  barony  of  Talbot  descended  on  John  Chetvvynd 
Talbot,  the  Earl's  nephew,  who  was  himself,  in  1784,  cre- 
ated Earl  Talbot  and  Viscount  Ingestrie.  His  son,  the 
present  Earl  Talbot,  is  the  Chancellor's  representative  in  the 
male  line  ;  and  I  am  happy  to  think  that  the  Great  Seal 
may,  ere  long,  be  again  in  the  possession  of  this  distinguished 
family. 

*  This  venerable  nobleman  is  in  possession  of  all  the  Chancellor's  papers,  but 
ik'clines  to  allow  any  use  to  be  made  of  them  —  wliich  seems  to  me  very  strange, 
as  I  am  sure  that  nothing  can  appear  among  them  that  would  not  be  for  the 
honour  of  his  ancestor.  With  the  single  exception  of  his  refusal  of  an  appli- 
cation I  made  to  him  through  his  kinsman,  my  valued  friend  the  Honourable 
John  Talbot,  I  have  had  the  freest  communication  of  family  papers  during  the 
whole  course  of  my  biographical  labours.  I  make  this  complaint  only  as  an 
apology  for  not  being  able  to  tell  more  of  the  private  history  of  Lord  Chancellor 
'I'aibot,  — which  perhaps  might  have  been  as  full  and  as  interesting  as  that  of  Lord 
Cliancellor  Cowper. 


CXXVIII. 


END   OF    THE    FOURTH   VOLUME. 
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